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FOREWORD

Central Asiais stillan enormously important area of the world
in a political sense, its vitality unabated. Buddhist texts were
certainly disseminated into the Khotan area during the time of the
*0Old Silk Road’ (100 B.C. — A.D. 200). This road went from China
to the Oriental Roman empire through Central Asia and had a
branch extending down into NorthwestIndia. A variety of dialects
and dialect mixtures were current in Central Asia. Buddhism
spread from India by way of the trade routes, in China starting
with Tunhuang at the Western gateway. After the downfall of the
Han in A.D. 220 Buddhism rapidly advanced and from about
A.D. 300 had penstrated the high gentry clans in Northern China,
When the Tibetan king Sron-btsan sgam-po (b. A.D. 569) was
converted to Buddhism by two Buddhist princesses, one Nepalese,
the other Chinese, whom he married, he senta mission to India
(possibly Kashmir) to create a Tibetan alphabet. Then translations
were begun in the seventh century, at first from both Sanskrit and
Chinese, by end of that century just from Sanskrit.

B. N. Puri’s work on Buddhism in Central Asia recounts these
fascinating events. He has spared no inspection of previous scho-
larly work for his coverage of the main facts. Whether it be the
history, the literature, realities of life, or the art, Puri maintains
a firm control of the relevant supporting treatises. Students of
Central Asia should welcome this addition to the topic and the
bibliographical introduction. There are of course many specialized
works on particular aspects of Central Asia but Puri’s broad
coverage is probably unique. Sixteen tastefully chosen plates add
an artistic touch to this valuable addition for the Buddhist

Traditions series.

ALEX WAYMAN
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Buddhism in Central Asia is a saga of
peaceful pursuit by Buddhist scholars
from Kashmir and Kabul to propagate
the message of the Buddha. This vast
region between the Tien-Shan and the
Kunlun ranges was the centre of activi-
tics of these Buddhist savants. Here
people of different races and profes-
sions, speaking many languages, were
finally blended into a cosmopolitan
culture. This created an intellectual
climate of high order. In this context,
the famous si'k trade route was helpful
in adding to the material prosperity of
the people in this region.

The present study, therefore, is not
one of Buddhism in isolation. It equally
provides an account of the political
forces confronting each other during the
course of history of this region for well
over a thousand years.

For centuries the drifting desert sand
of Central Asia enveloped this civiliza-
tion and the religion connected with it.
The late-nineteenth and early-twentieth
century explorers and archaeologists
successfully uncovered it at different
centres along the old Silk Route. 'I"hlS
has been helpful fora comprehensive
study of Buddhism with its literature
and art, The finds of hundreds of
inscriptions have added to the cultural

dimensions of the study.
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