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- of Islam

URUMQI, China—Even before
the muezzin had finished Islam's
centuries-cld call to prayer—“God
Is great”—the 83-year-old, blue-
domed Yang Khan Mosque had be-

gun to fill with devout Muslims for
noontime prayers.

Many of the 100 or so men were
old and bearded, and Islam had long
been their way of life. But others
taking time from their workday for
the midweek services were in their
20s and 30s, and there were even a
few teen-agers apparently un-
.Swayed by China's official atheism.

“Islam 1s a living force among the
people here, as it has been for more
than 13 centuries,” said the imam
-Abdullah Haji, the mosque’s reli-

-gious leader, “and even more people

.are embracing Islam today.”

' Like Buddhism and Christianity,
jIslam is enjoying an officially
blessed resurgence in China, the re-
sult of the political liberalization
over the last three years.

+ The Yang Khan Mosque is filled
'for the noon prayers every Friday,
the day on which Muslims worship,
as are the other 35 mosques in Ur-
;umqi, the capital of China’s Xinjiang
Iprovince in remote Central Asia.
'During major Islamic festivals, more
.than 3,000 people will attend Yang
 Khan's services, spilling out of the
imosque onto the street. More than
20,000 came to services at the cen-
.tral Urumqi mosque at the Jast ma-
'jor festival. "

|  Thousands Reopened

] Thousands of mosques have been
reopened in Xinjiang and other hea-
ivﬂy Muslim areas of the country in
the last three years, according to
iMuslim leaders, and new ones are
ibeing built to replace those de-
stroyed during the decade-long
!Cultural] Revolution that began in
the late 1960s. In Xinjlang, half of
whose 12 million people are Mus-
lims, there are now 9,100 mosques,
compared to 2,000 at the end of the
Cultural Revolution, when six out of

seven mosques had been closed.

For the first time in 25 years, the
government has reprinted the Kor-

&, the Islamic scriptures, distribyt-_

ifg 30,000 copies to ensure that each
mosque has one, and is planning for
a much bigger printing, probably
half a million, later this year.

A Chinese translation of the Kor-
an also will be published this year,
Chinese authorities recently an-
nounced.

The Chinese Islamic Assn. has
been re-established, along with its
branches, in Muslim areas like Xin-
jiang. An Islamic theological insti-
tute has reopened in Peking in the
last year to train new clergy, and
the thousands of mullahs, or clergy-
men, who were driven from the
mosques by Red Guards have been
brought back (12,000 in Xinjiang
alone) and given state salaries.

* Small groups or Chinese Muslims
have made the pilgrimage to Mecca
each of the last two years, traveling
at state expense. The government
has even opened cooking schools to
train .chefs for Muslim restaurants,
which serve no pork, the principal
Chinese meat, and follow other Is-
lamic dietary laws.

- “The Communist Party is really
doing everything it can to repair the
terrible damage done during the
Cultural Revolution,” Haji Karim,
secretary of the Xinjiang Islamic
Assn. said in an interview. “‘During
the Cultural Revolution, many,
many mosques were damaged, and
their religious leaders badly perse-
cuted. A number of mosques were
deliberately defiled, even turned
Into pigpens, and some counties 1n
Xinjiang did not have even a single
open mosque. “Now, we are return-
ing to the policy of freedom of reli

gious belief. Religion was one of the
old customs (the radicals) wanted

to abolish, yet Islam has deep, deep
roots here, going back many centu-
ries. The Uighurs, the Kazakhs-and
the other minority nationalities of
Xinjiang embraced Islam long ago
and will not let go of it even under
such compulsion as we - werit
through during the Cultural Reve-
lution.” | —

Lacks Militaney S o

Chinese religious policy now
seems Lo recognize in general that
the Communist Party, in power for
three decades, can ooexist with

“don’t go to the mosque far

China Gives Official Blessing to Resurgence

By MICHAEL PARKS, Times Staff Writer mosque, temple and church. Al.

 though resurgent, Islam in Ching

has none of the militancy found
elsewhere in the Muslim world, and
religious leaders here doubt that
their increased foreign contacts wil]
mean increased fundamentalism,

though it is now widespread in Is-

lam.
‘“The Islamic creed, “‘There is no

god but Allah, and Mohammed is his
prophet’ is a religious and not a po-
litical staternent,” an official of the
Chinese Islamic Assn. said in Pek-
ing recently when asked wheather it
might be taken—as it was during
the Cultural Revolution—as 3

-threat to the party and state and

ocommunist ideology.
China’s Muslim population is esti-
mated at more than 13 million,

about half of it in Xinjiang and the

rest largely concentrated among
minorities in Ningxia, Shaanxi and
Yunnan provinces, and it traces its
roots to Arab and Persian traders,
themselves new!ly converted to Is-
lam, who brought the religion to
China in AD 651.

In the centuries since, the reli-

gious beliefs of China’s Muslims, a

third of them ethnic Chinese and

the rest members of national minor-

ities, like Xinjiang’s Uighurs, have
developed into ways of life more
than the formal religious worship

' found in the Middle East.

Even as attendance at noon pray -
eérs on Friday has increased recent-
ly, no more than one man in 10 is
present in most Muslim.communi-

tes in China; women do not attend

services. Yet most Uighurs, in Ur-
umq: and in the rural communes,
will observe principal tenets and
festivals of Islam from birth

through marriage to death.
Amul Niasi, a 61-year-old Uighur

- peasant at the Five Star People's

Commune at the Turpan oasis
southeast of Urumqi, immediately
described himself as a Muslim when
asked. No, he said, he did not attend
prayers at the mosque, but he had
been married in a religious service

::: expected to be buried with one,

said Abdullah Rahim director of
Xinjlang’s Foreign Affairs Bureau.
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“Through history as much as belief,

the Uighur people have been Mus-
hims. Today, we are free to beheve
or not believe, to attend prayers at
the mosque or not. There 1s no coer-

cion one way or the other. Some

think that, in time, religious beliefs

and practices will die away, but no
longer is there any attempt to stamp

them out.”
The government also has moved

| quickly to deal with religious discri-

mination. When the North China
Oilfield in Hebel province near Pek-
ing would not hire 33 Muslim Chi-
nese because their religious dietary
customs would be too difficult to
observe in drilling camps, provin-
cial officials intervened, disciplining
ailfield officials and offering jobs to
those who had been barred, along
with promises that theiwr religwous
practices would be respected.
Government and oilfield officials

went from family to family to apo-

- logize to the Muslims.

"~ Clear limits have been set,
however, on the scope and charac-
ter of the Muslims’ religious activi-
ties. During the meeting to re-
establish the Xinjiang Islamic Assn.
last summer, religious leaders were
told repeatedly that they must not
interfere in the state’s policies and
that the mosques must stress patri-

otism toward China, not local na-
tionalism.

> “It is necessary to assist the
government in making use of reli-
fious belief to accomplish the

Imodernization program) and to

wage a resolute struggle against the
feactionaries who engage in coun-
terrevolutionary activities under a
religious guise,” the association de-
clared.

The mullahs, who ran Xinflang's
villages with an iron hand 30 years
ago, when there were 29,000
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mosques, were told specifically not
to interfere in educational and cul-

tural activities, not to intervene in
marriages, not to “suppress talented
people” and not to attempt to coerce
people into religious observance.

They were also forbidden to carry
out religious activities beyond the
limits of their village or commune, a
measure meant to ensure that the
mosques do not become a rival to
the Communist Party or govern-
ment.

The mullahs’ broad authority,
temporal as well as spiritual, was
curbed shortly after the Commu-
nists came to power in Xinjiang in
late 1949. Islamic courts were abo-
lished, the religious police (who
used to round up backsliders for
prayers) were disbanded, religious
taxes were abolishec and women
were freed from wearing veils in
public.

“We have not interfered with the
individual’s right of belief, and we
have enhanced and protected it
with recent measures,’”’ a provincial

official, an ethnic Chinese, said.

“But we have also freed those who
do not want to believe from the old
compulsion to do so or who want to
worship in their own way . . . This
is the meaning of religious freedom
in China today."”

- Islamic rituals are observed again
in the slaughtering of sheep and
cattle, Muslims are given lighter
workloads during the month-long

fast of Ramadan, as well as three

days off to celebrate the festival at
the end, and they are buried with
Islamic services and frequently in a

traditional-style tomb. Chinese res- -

idents are reminded frequently not
to let their pigs run loose, not to use
Muslim wells and to curb their
“Great Han (Chinese) chauvinism.”
. In the past however, Chinese offi-
cials left the impression that reli-

propanng for 'services at the Mosque near Turpan.

gious observance was tolerated
largely as a matter of respecting the
customs of the country’'s nationa]
minorities, such as the Uighurs,
rather than allowing true freedom
of religious belief.

Abdullah Haji, the Yang Kahn
Mosque imam, who was locked in
his house during the Cultural Revo-
lution as a “demon,” said:

“We have been given help in the
past year that we never received
before, and this year 18 better than
last. It seems to me that it has gone
beyond toleration and even respect
for religious belief to a form of sup-
port. The state has helped restore
many of the mosques, it has reprint-
ed the Koran, it pays the clergy’s
salaries for the most part and it is
providing all sorts of other support.

“It certainly does not propagate
religion, any religion, but it does not
stand in the way of those young
people who embrace Islam.”

Abdullah Haji, 65, twice a pilgrim
to Mecca, taught young clergy in a -
Koranic school at Turpan, training
more than 400 mullahs, before com-
ing to Urumgqi in 1954. He says he
now has an increasing number of

young Uighurs coming for religious
instruction at the mosque.

The planned translation of the
Koran from Arabic 'mtoallocal lan-
guages, though heretical to many
Muslims outside China, will further
strengthen the faith here.

“Islam is not dying out.,” Abdul-
lah Haji said. “Every day, these
young men, some only -iN~ theéir
teens, come to pray and study. They
learn the prayers by heart, they
read the Koran and they explore the
real meaning of Islam. The faith will
be passed on as men continue to
submit to the will of God.” -
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a long haul to modernise Chinese Céentral Asla

By David Bonavia
Urumql: Policy changes affecting reli-
gion, language, local autonomy and even
grain rationing are transforming the lives
of China’s Central Asian minority peo-
ples. The changes — taking effect in a
broad arc from Mongolia to Tibet — are
evidently the work of Vice-Chairman
Deng Xiaoping and party Secretary-Gen-
eral Hu Yaobang, both of whom are
known to be sternly critical of the way Pe-
king’s minonty policies were enforced
under the late chairman Mao Zedong.

Although Mao publicly declared him-
self in favour of delicate special treatment
for the minorities, in effect his followers
did tremendous damage to relations be-
tween them and the Han (ethnic Chinese)
in the two decades up to his death in 1976.
The alienation of many of the minority
people has been doubly serious because
they generally live in areas adjacent to the
frontiers of India and the Soviet Union.
both of which have border disputes with
China.

A senior official here summed up the
. defects of Mao's minorities policy as im-
~ plemented by the Gang of Four: “The
gang sabotaged the policy. Many minority
cadres were demoted or dismissed during
the Cultural Revolution. There were gov-

ernment regulations restricting use of

minonty languages, so that among gov-
ernment organs interpreters were neces-
sary. The number of Han cadres in-
creased. Minority cadres were sent down
to the countryside during the Cultural Re-
_ volution, but have now been brought
" back.” _

On the economic front, the official
. said: “The Gang of Four caused and creat-
- ed factionalism and bottlenecks. People
were not allowed to keep private plots,
and were told to ‘learn fr&m Dazhai’
[Mao’s modekagricultural project]. There.
were no free markets. After the gang was
overthrown, the cadres were still blink-
ered about this. They did not know what
' the correct policy was, and the activism of
the reasants was damaged. |

. “I myself was in a ‘May 7th’ cadre
school. We managed to get the wheat to
grow only two incﬁes high, and we gave it
to the animals. We couldn’t evén provide
ourselves with seed-corn.” As is now free-
ly admitted, civilian and military Han ca-

res in Central Asia often behaved with

high-handed arrogance, attempting to
abolish traditional ways of life.

Pastoral peoples, including nomads and
semi-nomads, were integrated into com-
munes with a structure qpite unsuited to
their way of life. Historically, the Han and
the Central Asian minorities have had_

plenty ot gnievances against each other.
For more than 2,(X)) ycars the Chinese
empire — when it was strong — invaded
minority homelands to chastise them, to
exact (nbute, or to establish colonial re-
gimes. When the empire was weak, the
“barbarians [foreigners|” preyed on Chi-
na and several times overthrew Chinese
emperors and imposed their own rule on
part or all of the country.

During the 1935 Long March, the com-
munmst armies were sometimes harassed
or attacked by ethnic minorities through
whose territory they passed. When the
People’s Republic was set up in 1949,
those same armies moved in to crush local
separatist movements and drag the people
into the 20th century by force.

Even sincere communists, of whom a
small number had emerged among the
minorities, were suspected of favouring
the Soviet Uniorrduring the early stages of
the Sino-Soviet split in the 1950s. During
the Cultural Revolution, they were ac-
cuscd of lagging in supporting Mao and his
far-l.cft policies, clinging instead to their
“le ot enlrares and e .auL‘*r:'ﬂtilinus" rch-
gons. From 1977 on. the party under

cng’s leadership carried out detailed
self-criticism about the way relations with
the minorities had been conducted, and
initiated sweeping reforms to gain their
friendship and loyalty. | f

Even under Mao, certain concessions
were made by the party to minonty sensi-
tivities and needs: exempting most of
them from birth control campaigns, giving
them extra rations of grain and cotton
cloth. These have been continued and en-
larged. For each minority group, there is
usually a key issue that has been impeding
progress in achieving national harmony
and unity with the Han.

» In Tibet, the main sources of gne-
vance have been the assault on Lamaist

Buddhism and the Han attempt to make

Tibetans grow wheat unsuitable to local
conditions instead of their traditional sta-
ple, barley.

» In Xinjiang, the attempt to wipe out

- Islam was pursued vigorously in the Cultu-

ral Revolution, causing much ill feeling
among Muslim Uigurs, Kazakhs, Kirghiz,
Uzbeks and Tadjiks.

» I[nInner Mongolia, the steppe was re-
lentlessly encroached upon with the aim of
growing more grain and sugar beet, forc-
ing Mongol herdsmen to settle on agricul-
tural communes and be deprnived of the
relative cultural freedom enjoyed by their
kinsfolk in the pro-Soviet Mongolian Peo-
ple’s Republic.
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Easing the grip on minorities

Despite major concessions by the new leadership it will be

feature common to all the minorities is
the delicate balance of their tradition-
al cconomics, which were disrupted by the
arrival of large numbers of Han soldiers
and settlers, and the Han monopoly of po-
litical power gained at rifle-point. Im-
provements in hygiene, health care. mass
cducation, industrniahisation and the crea-
tion of a skeletal modern infrastructure
have been the main benefits of Han rule,
and their value should not be discounted.
But these improvements have not in them-
selves been enough to prevent the disaf-
fection of minority pcoples. to whom such

mass movements as the, Great l.eap For-
ward and the Cultural Rcvolution were
episodes of baffling chaos and a source of
racial fnction.

Most damaging of all, perhaps, has
been the bland assumption of cultural su-
ﬁcn'ority by the Han, a prejudice which

as millennia-old antecedents. In fact the
Uigur and Tibetan civilisations, to name
but two, are complex, rich and subtle. The
spinituality of the Tibetans 1s matched by
the sophistication of the Uigurs, whose
lands Fic across the ancient East-West
trading routes and who have for many cen-
turtes been. infinitely better informed
about Eurasian geography and the civili-
sations of West Asia, Russia, and even the
Mediterranean, than have the Han.

Now, it seems, some of the wounds of
Han chauvinism are being hecaled. In-
creasing numbers of minority cadres are
being trained to replace the Han who at
present hold most of the senior official
posts. Buddhism in Tibet and Inner Mon-
goha, and Islam in Xinjiang, have been
partially liberated from the pressures of
dogmatic atheism. Urumaqi is said to have
some 30 functioning mosques, and every
county in the region has one.

According to Abdullah Imam. a leading
member of the local clergy, worshippers
attend prayers at the main mosque five
times a day. Supplies of the Koran are Ii-
mited, but more are being printed in Pe-
king. Hardly anyone but sentor imams can
make the pilgrimage to Mecca, however,
If only because of the air fare. But posters
and prints of Mecca are sold on the streets
as a consolation to the faithful. Islam in
Xinjiang is of the Sunni sect — the only
important exception being the Tadjiks. a
who are

hi'ites.

“We had to deal severely with Shi'ites.
who were holding fanatical prayer meet-
ings,” said an Uigur official. El”o many Ul-
gﬁ"?' their religion is an integral d:oart of
their nationality. “Are you an Uigur?
this correspondent asked a young man
who came up to practise his English on the
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