China and the Middle East

There are currently few sources of reference from a Middle Eastern standpoint on the
role that the Peoples Republic of China is currently playing in the Middle East and
North Africa region. In this book, Dr Muhamad Olimat aims to analyse different
perspectives in order to deepen the understanding of scholars and strategic planners
alike, in order to offer a complete economic and political overview of the situation.
China and Middle Eastern relations date back from the Silk Road and stretch to the
current ‘Arab Spring’. China’s relations with the Middle East are highlighted in terms
of energy, trade, arms sales, culture and political ties with key countries in the region:
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel, Algeria and the United Arab Emirates. China’s bilateral
relations with each of these countries are based on a particularly critical aspect that
determines its interest in the region. The core of China’s relations with Israel, for
instance, is weapons sales and advanced technology, while relations with Saudi Arabia
are based on oil. Iran and China are tied with deep historical, civilizational, cultural
and political bonds, although oil is also the primary focus of China’s current interest
in Iran. China’s national interests in and relations and strategic partnerships with the
Middle East are only increasing; this book aims to analyze and interpret these rela-
tions in this time of major change in the Middle East.
The book includes discussion of and comment on:

China’s deep involvement in the Middle East since the Silk Road

The new Silk Road of trade, oil, arms sales, political and cultural relations
China’s oil investments in the Middle East

China’s reaction to the Arab Spring

Muhamad S. Olimat, is an Assistant Professor of international relations at Khalifa
University of Science, Technology and Research (KUSTAR) in Abu Dhabi, Uniled
Arab Emirates. Prior to joining KUSTAR, Dr Olimat taught and conducted research
at the University of South Florida in St Petersburg, Missouri State University and
several other US higher educational institutions. His area of expertise is Middle East
politics, and his research focuses on China and the Middle East, socio-political and
economic development in the Middle East, and US foreign policy towards the region.
He has published several articles and book chapters on China and the Middle East,
the Arab Spring, transition to democracy, women and politics in the Middle East, and
the role of Islam in the politics of the Middle East.
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There are currently few sources of reference from a Middle Eastern standpoint on the role that
the People’s Republic of China is currently playing in the Middle East and North Africa region.

In this book, Dr Muhamad Olimat aims to analyse different perspectives that may deepen the
understanding of scholars and strategic planners alike, in order to offer a complete economic
and political overview of the situation. China and Middle Eastern relations date back from the
Silk Road and stretch to the current ‘Arab Spring’. China’s relations with the Middle East are
highlighted in terms of energy, trade, arms sales, culture and political ties with key countries

in the region: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel, Algeria and the United Arab Emirates. China's bilateral
relations with each of these countries are based on a particularly critical aspect that determines
its interest in the region. The core of China’s relations with Israel, for instance, is weapons sales
and advanced technology, while relations with Saudi Arabia are based on oil. Iran and China

are tied with deep historical, civilizational, cultural and political bonds, although ol is also the
primary focus of China’s current interest in Iran. China’s national interests in and.relations and
strategic partnerships with the Middle East are only increasing; this book aims to analyse and

interpret these relations in this time of major change in the Middle East. 4
The book includes discussion of and comment on: / I?
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institutions. His area of expertise is Middle East politics, and his research focuses on China and
the Middle East, socio-political and economic development in the Middle East, and US foreign
policy towards the region. He has published several articles and book chapters on China and the
Middle East, the Arab Spring, transition to democracy, women and politics in the Middle East,
and the role of Islam in the politics of the Middle East.
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