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Note on Romanization

THE BASIC sYSTEM used in this book for romanization of Chinese names
and terms is Pinyin, which the government of the People’s Republic of China
adopted for use in China starting January 1, 1979. (The only exceptions are
a few Chinese names best known in the West in other romanized forms.) For
the benefit of readers who are more familiar with the Wade-Giles system, the
Wade-Giles form is given in parentheses for some names. (My earlier writing
on west China, contained in China on the Eve of Communist Takeover, used
the Wade-Giles system.)
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