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Preface

TH[S BOOK is of course not the only way in which the history of tra-
ditional Chinese civilization can be presented. But its approach is
the most satisfactory way I have found, in a quarter century of teaching
and writing, to do justice to the myriad complexities of Chinese his-
tory—by giving balanced attention to all the major elements that con-
stituted Chinese civilization in any period, to their interrelationships,
and to their changes over time.

My emphasis is on patterns and themes rather than factual data.
Unfortunately for the nonspecialist reader, however, no treatment of
China can avoid distractingly strange names and terms. I have tried to
keep them to an irreducible minimum. As a further convenience, I have
generally referred to Chinese places only by their modern names, ignor-
ing their historic mutations.

It would be impossible for me to give proper credit to all my profes-
sional peers and all my students whose analyses, interpretations, and
insights have shaped and reshaped my understanding of Chinese civ-
ilization and who have thus contributed to this book. I hope the ded-
ication page will acknowledge, even if it cannot discharge, my heavy
obligation to all those from whom I have learned, and especially my
obligation to the two distinguished University of Chicago scholars, now
retired, under whose guidance I am proud to have begun my study of
China,

My preparation of this book in particular has been facilitated by the
encouragement and helpfulness of many colleagues at the University
of Michigan, notably Robert H. Brower, Douglas D. Crary, James I.
Crump, Kenneth J. DeWoskin, Richard Edwards, Albert Feuerwerker,
Virginia C, Kane, Shuen-fu Lin, Wei-yi Ma, Rhoads Murphey, Edward
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Seidensticker, and Wei-ying Wan; and by the kindness of James Cabhill,
W. T. Chase, Laurence Sickman, Alexander Soper, and Michael Sul-
livan among professional colleagues elsewhere. Although none of these
is in any way responsible for the substance of the book, I greatly ap-
preciate their courtesies and their ready assumption that the cause was
worthwhile.

I am more specifically indebted to the Center for Chinese Studies of
the University of Michigan, from which I received partial financial sup-
port at a crucial stage of writing; to my colleague Jing-heng S. Ma for
the standard modern calligraphy on page 8; to Fischer Peng and Mrs.
Nora Ling-yiin Shih Liu, both of Ann Arbor, for the examples of “cur-
sive” and “grass™ script on pages 240 and 248, respectively; and to J. G.
Bell, Barbara E. Mnookin, Albert Burkhardt, and others of the Stanford
University Press staff for the interest and care with which they have
labored to bring the book to publication.

For tolerating, helping, and caring for me throughout the prolonged
writing and production of the book, my wife deserves more gratitude
than I can ever express. I hope she can continue to believe that her sac-
rifices are not in vain.

C.O.H.
Ann Arbor
May 1975
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