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Over the past several years, | have been surprised by the lack
of knowledge of Communist Chinese pollcles toward minorities on the
part of otherwise well prepared graduate students beginning to spec-
lalize In contemporary China. To help remedy this regrettable state
of affalrs, | offer this collection of documents and introductory
essay In the hope that It will provide a handy reference tool and a
starting polnt from which a novice may strike out for detalled In-

vestigatlons of China's minorities.

The essay does not pretend to offer a full-scale analysis of
Chinese policies toward minorities. |t does attempt, however, to .
glve a general Introduction to the problem of China's minorities
and to focus on some of the objectives and results of China's pol-

Icles, as presented In the documents.

The documents are selected laws, regulations, policy statements,
and offlclal summarles of experiences pertaining to all minorities
In all parts of Communist China. The documents are In my Judgment

. the most authorltative, :qmprahensivu. and representative of the

Party's general line at certaln times. | have omltted documents
which may be equally authorlitative, cumpruhanslvu. and representa-
tive but which refer wholly or mainly to only some minorities or
to only some parts of Communlst China. |

All1ducumunt: are: taken from available translations which were
checked agalinst the Chinese originals. | have made many styllistic
inditarminulnglcal changes to correct errors of translatlon and of
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Interpretation to enhance clarity of meaning. | have made an effort
Lo use certaln terms consistently throughout thls compendlum, The
terms mintsu [X 4R (natlonallitles) and shaoshu mintsu )V.ﬁﬁﬁ.
(mlnurltlas) are the most Important In these documents. Chinese
sources present a problem, Besides falllng to define the meaning of
elther term - a task which | wil] try to do later - they have béen
extremely Inconsistent Iin thelr respective use of "nationalitles"
and 'minorities.'" Whatever else one can say about ''natlonallties,"
It Is logically the more Inclusive of the two terms; it Includes all
minorities as well as the Chinese who constlitute the majority of the
country's population. The Chinese Communists, however, frequently
refer to 'natlionallities' when "minoritles" are meant, as In mintsu
tifang tzuchih |k 13 f].;-ﬂ (regional autonomy for natlonallties).
Because regional autonomy applies only to minorities and never to
the Chinese, the correct term s shaoshu mintsu tifang tzuchlh
'}J_ﬁ!i.lﬁi&ﬁﬂiﬁ (reglonal autonomy for minorities). To alleviate
the confusion somewhat, | use the term "minorities' where elther

the originals or the context clearly or probably refer to minorities
only. Where the context |s amblguous, as it Is exceedingly often,
or where It clearly Includes the Chinese, | use the term ''national-
tles."

The term shaoshu mintsu Is rendered In English translatlions
by both Chinese and foreigners as elther "minorlty nationalitles" 5
or '"natlional minorities." | use Instead the simpler 'minorities' : ‘_
which Is less cumbersome and, In the context of this cnmpundlum.::;;ff

unamblguous. The term ta-Han chuyl )’(}i‘i‘é which has been varluu:ly
translated as "gruat Han-Ism,'' ''great Han chauvinism," "gruat-nltlunr

chauvinism,' and others, Is rendered unlformly throughout this" uamw
pendium as ''Chinese chauvinism.'' Finally, | have omitted the word -
'"people'’ which the Communists are fond of Inserting Into urganl:i--=ﬂ?
~ tlonal terms, as in '‘people's government' and '‘‘people's rapresun-lﬁf.v
tative a::umbllas." because It does not contrlibute to clarity. ThI*
only exception Is the term 'People's Republic of China" where the ;
omission of the word "paoplq"'wuuld blur the dlstlnctlun hﬂEHHHNﬁ ~LE¥:

"'1" ‘-
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o PN ey
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Communlst China and the Republic of China, since 1949 on Talwan, the

P'enghu Islands (Pescadores), and some offshore islands.

| wish to thank my graduate assistant, Mr. Shen Pei-kan (Patrick
Sim), for many hours of hunting down sources and of numerous other
errands. | also thank the following publishers for permission to re-

print excerpts: Harvard Unlversity Press (Communist China 1955-1953:

Pollcy Documents with Analysis (1959); Ch'len Tuan-sheng, The Govern-
ment and Polltics of China, lglz-lahg (1950) ; Brandt, Schwartz, and
Falrbank, A Documentary History of Chinese Communism (1952)), Praeger
Publishers (Theodore H.E. Chen (ed.), The Chlinese Enmpunlsttﬂégima
(1967)), Nljhoff Publishers (Willlam L. Tung, The Political Institu-
tlons of Modern China (1964)), and Fred B. Rothman & Co. (Albert P. |

Blausteln (ed.), Fundamental Legal Documents of Communist China (1962)).

Belllingham, Washlington Henry G. Schwarz

March 15, 1971

-------
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One of the compelling reasons for studyling China's policies
toward minoritles |s that the problem of minorities has become
nearly universal In the sixties. It is curlous that within a
few years, this problem should attract and consume the passlons
of such diverse countries as the Unlited States, Czechoslovakia,
and Nigerla, Of course, the problem has existed In all these
countries for centurles but It Is the characteristic of the six-
tles that thelr governments pay unprecedentedly great attention
to It.

One of the most embattled Issues In the Unlted States Is
the hitherto subordinate positions of Amerlicans of African, Mex-
lcan, and Indian ethnic background. In Czechoslovakia, the long-
standing Issue of the minority Slovaks was partially solved in
1968 by the promulgation of a new constitution which provided
for equal status for Czechs and Slovaks in the national assembly.
In many countries of Asia and Africa, struggles involving min-
orities threaten to tear apart the fragile structure of recently
created states. The most traglc of these struggles was raging
not too long ago' In Nigeria between the federal army and the
secesslonlst |bo state of Blafra.

In these and many other countries, the problem of minori-
tles :nmmaﬁds great Importance if not dominance. The nature of
the prnblam. however, differs from country to country. Ia the
post-industrial United States, the main issue Is the lack of
equal opportunity. Except for some very small groups aﬁung Black
Amerlcans that wish to opt out of the American state and society
(e.g. the so-cal led Republic of New Africa), the American minor-
Ities conslder themselves as full-fledged citizens of the country.
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It Is Precisely because of this full commitment that the demands
of equal Opportunity have become so Insistent,

In many of the newly establ |shed states of Asla and Africa,

the Issue over equal opportunities for minoritles |Is by no means

- absent, but the prime Issue most common in those countries is the

reglonal economles and loyalties. Ironically, the leaders of
governments In many of these states make thelir own task more dif=-
flcult by leaving the monopoly of the top political de:lsiun-maklng
Posts In the hands of one ethnic-linguistiec group. Moreover, all
countrles suffer from a sharp cleavage between the metropolitan
center and the rest of a cuuntry.]

two major obstacles In the path of economic development and national
sol ldarity. Large numbers of people, Including mlnbrltles, have
flocked to urban centers In search of fame and fortune. Most of
these migrants, enticed by word-of-mouth and more modern commun-
Ilcatlons media, principally the transistor radio, do not find

elther and become public burdens. While it could be argued, with
some Justification, that the harsh crucible of the contemparary
Aslan city provides the necessary conditlons for both economic de-
velopment and national solidarity, It provides them at a high cost.
of human misery. Even If one accepts the validity of this inter~ .
Pretation, It cannot be denied that whatever the long-range benefits
may be, the immedlate :nnsaquancus_uf the massive migrations to the
matrupufltan centers tend to hamper the new government's tasks qf

creating natlonal economies and national loyaltles.

Ithlu the large underdeveloped countries llke India, Pakistan
and China have many urban centers, most countries have only one
large city. Examples are Manila In the Philippines, Rangoon in Burma,
Bangkok in Thalland, Lagos In Nigeria, Accra in Ghana, and Dar-es-
salaam In Tanzanla. ¥



-.9-

The second obstacle created by the sharp cleavage between city
and countryside |s the huge difference In the conceptions of self
and others separating the llterate urbanite from the llllterata'rustlc.
The worldview of the political leadershlps, the intellectuals and
other politically consclous people most of whom reside in the metro-
politan centers s shaped by abstractions and generallzations. The
view from the capital citles sees minorities as constituent elements
of the nation. The Nagas In India, the Somalls In Kenya, and the
Kazakhs In China are conceptualized In the respective political cen-
ters of these countries as subordinate entities; the minoritlies con-
cerned generally do not share this view except occaslonally when in
visible contact with an outsider. The leaders in the metropolitan
centers also view thelr minorlties as fellow citizens of an entity
they call the nation; the minorities generally have little awareness
of the natlon. Thus, the task of creating a sense of national soli-
darity Is made difficult by pre-exlisting animosities between ethno-
lingulstic groups, compounded by the clash between the abstract world-
view of the political leaders in the cities and the concrete world-

view of rural populations which include most minoritles.

China shares many of these attributes and problems because she,
too, |s an economically underdeveloped country with many millions of
" lts cltlizens belonging to minorities. Most foreigners are surprised
to learn about China's minorities because they visualize China as a
land of rlce fields, pagodas, Confuclus, characters and other such
typically" Chinese things. In purely quantitative ways, this Image
s not far from the truth., Although no one knows the exact slze of
China's population, there Is no doubt that the overwhelming majority
s Chinese in ethnlc, lingulstic and cultural terms. A ‘'‘mere' six
per cent Is sald to be non-Chinese, |f one accepts the current of-
flclal estimate of 700 million for the entire population, these six
per cent could represent some forty-two million people who In at least
some ways do not conform to the general Image of China. |If these
forty-two ml11lon people were 1iving In one contlguous area and were
to form thelr own state, that state would be more populous than most
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states In the world. The minoritles of China do not, however, llve
in one area but In thousands of communities scattered over many re-
glons of the country. Most of them are concentrated along the land
frontlers, particularly in T:nnan, Inner Mongolla, Sinklang, Tlbet.

During the past one hundred years, Chlnese governments have con-
sldered the minorities along the frontlers as thelr subjects, and
the present leadership In Peking Invarliably stresses the historical
unity of the Chinese with thelr minoritles. The central article of
faith has been that, In Wang Feng's words, ''China. . . has been ex-
Isting In the world for a long time as a country of many unlfled
nationalities.'" (Document 22) The key elements of this Image of a
perpetually unifled country are ''centrallzed power'' and ''the Chlnese
people as the maln constituent.'! There Is no acknowledgement of the
historical fact that, except for a few and relatively short perlods,
vast areas of what have been claimed to be parts of China were In
fact partially or entirely Independent from China.

Throughout Chinese hlstory, forelgn powers conquered parts or
all of China from time to time. From the fourth to the sixth cen-
turles, much of Northern China was abandoned to forelgners who es-
tablished many different regimes on what the Chinese have stead-
fastly considered thelr territory. After the T'ang}f Dynasty,
when China was temporarily united, Northern and Western China agalin
fell under the control of foreigners. The Llauji or Khltanﬂ-ﬁ'—
Oynasty ruled over Northern China between 937 and 1125, and the Hsl-
Hsla % § or Tangut /§ ¥ & rulers controlled ‘the territories be-.
tween Liao and what i; now called Sinklang.In the years 1031 to .1227.
The Mongols controlled all of China for almost a century, from 1280
to 1368, and the Manchus Improved upon the Mongols by controlling
China for two and one-half centurles, from 1644 until 1911.z

L

2lt should be mentioned, however, that the Manchu case differs
from the others In that the Manchus had already adopted some Chlnese
practices before thelr conquest of China and that In time they became
Indistinguishable from the Chinese In everything but name. ::

T 2 1
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Throughout the Manchu or Ch'ing 5* Oynasty two of China's most
Important minority areas, Tlbet and Sinklang, were rarely under Chi-
nese control. Tibet was briefly Invaded In the 1720's; at all other
times, |t was substantlally Independent from China. China's control
of Sinklang was somewhat more substantlal but was nelther secure nor
permanent. For the first fifty years of the dynasty, there was no
trace of officlal Chlnese control. Towards the end of the seventeenth
century, the Chinese obtalned a foothold in Qomul (Hami @28 & ),
Sinkfang's easternmost clty. After some unsuccessful attempts to
conquer Sinklang, China succeeded In the 1750's to bring all parts of
that huge reglon under control. But a hundred years later, she lost
almost all of it to Moslem rebels and, in the l1i valley, to Russian
invaslon. Sinklang was reconquered by 1880 and made officially a
province of China In 1884, The Chinese government remained more or
less in control untll sometime after the fall of the Manchu Dynasty
In 1911, but from then untlil 1949 the province was, generally speak-
Ing, once again Independent from China.

The varlous governments of China between 1911 and 1949 not only
did not control Sinklang, Tibet, and other mlinority areas, they showed
little interest In them except possibly for strateglc and economic
purposes. They cared even less about the minority peoples. As Docu-
ment | Illustrates, flve constlitutions were formulated and only the
last, dated December of 1946, can be sald to contaln more than the
most perfunctory platltudes. It should be polnted out, moreover,
that the Natlonallist government had no time left In which to imple-
ment lts constltutional provisions for minorities. The civll war
had already broken out, and In less than three years, the government

was forced to move to Talwan.

Glven thelr small share of the total populatlon and thelr widely
scattered locatlons, It may seem surprising that China's minoritiles
have recelved so much attentlon from the Communist leadership although
very little from Western scholars. Three possible reasons account
for this. Flrst, the particular clrcumstances under which the Commun-

_1sts encountered minoritles before 1949. As early as the establishment



A g

. of the Klangs| Soviet area (1931-1934), the Communists had had some

dealings with a few Mlao on the border between Klangs! and Fukiun.3
This experlence with minorities broadened after October of 1934 when
the Communist First Front Army embarked on Its Long March. Of the
371 days spent on that march, 124 days were spent marching through
areas Inhablted by Tibetans, Mlao, |, Hul, Yao, and T'ung.h On

cessfully negotiating with minorities for Peaceful passage through
thelr territories. One example was Wang Cheng of the Sixth Red
Army who In February of 1936 negotiated a 'peace treaty! with the
Mlao In Kweichow to cross thelr terrltnry.s The sheer necessity of
obtalning help from several minoritles during the Long March devel -
oped an appreclation and friendly attltude toward minorities. The
varlous encounters during the Long March may also have created In
the Communlist leadership an Image of the minoritjes much larger than

thelir small proportional share of the total population would other-
wise have created.

Because In their many years of experliences with nilllnurltles be-
fore 1949, It Is not surprising that long before they assumed state

| |
See, e.g., Chang Yu'. "Hung-:huln ti much'in"#L ¥ #48H, ("The Red

Army's mother'), Hung-ch'i 'lao- 1ao W W IR, (The Red Fla Flutters
(Peking:  Chungkuo ch™TngnTen chiopanshe . Tape) oy, Mo, F12g. Flutters)

M Az & Xk Qithe: , |
Flrst F A f the Chinese Workers' and Peasants® Red Army) "
:'tng:uniumm n Eﬁ”iﬁiﬁl n: 39), 447, "The dlstribution was (in

~days): Tibetan 91, Miao 21, | 5, Hul b, Yao 2, and T'ung 1. For a

description of methods used by the Communists to overcome distrust .-
among the .I, see Aerhmuhsla (Wan Hal-min), "Hung-chun hung~chun, |

min tl ch'in yu," $x Fr JAREGMA ("Red Army, Red Army, close friend - -

of the | people'’), Hung-ch'l p'lao=-p'lao, It| (1957); 51-59.

| See his blographical sketch In Nym Wales, Red Dust tanford,
1952) , particularly the photo on p. 19. See als;?l:e-_ﬂntn-'nn p. 113
showing Lo Ping~hul with some Mlao bodyguards-—--nd_.urd‘irll_q;;,_ln- Kansu
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;. lous. levels of government.. -
.called for the development ¢ of minority cultures, the reinvigoration

-;nf religlous customs,. th-+r-furbl:hlng and bul!dlng of temples and

power In all of mainland China, the Communists gradually evolved a
sat of pollcles towards minorities. As early as November 7, 1931,
the Constltution of the Soviet Republic (Document 2) promised to
help minorities to develop thelr cultures and languages. This pol-
lcy has been malntalned to this day. The Communists also promised
"complete freedom and autonomy'' In which they Included the right to
sacede from China If the minorities so desired, but this generous
gesture, manifestly copied from the Soviet Union, has never been re-

peated.

Little Is known about Communist policles toward minorities be-
tween 1931 and the outbreak of war against Japan in 1937, but we may
assume that little was done In thls respect during the remainder of
the Klangs! Sovlet period. Once the Communist forces resettled in
Northern Shens!, their experlences with minoritlies on the Long March
and the presence of some Hul and Mongols In thelr new base area en-
couraged the rapid evolution of a full-fledged policy toward minor=
Itles. By the end of 1941, the Communists had developed several
plans almost all of which were continued after 1949. Beslides condemn= °
ing Chlnuiu chauvinism, the Communlists advocated two kinds of assist-
ance to minorities. In political and administrative matters, mlnor-
Ities were to be given the right to govern themselves at the village
level.. They were also to be given preferential treatment in elec-

tions, and minority affairs committees were to be established at var-
.In the cultural sphere, the Communlists

the opening of minority :chqutl.
{ve: pol lcy toward mlnnrltlc: was essentlal for the
f thﬂ Lung Hnrch. lt was to be no less so
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during the war against Japan, The dozen or more major Communist base
areas were surrounded by Japanese and Puppet troops, and harmonious
relations between the Communist leadership of these areas and thelr
Populations became absnlutely essential for survival. In several
outer base areas such as on Halnan Island and on the Kwangtung-Fuklen
border, large numbers of minoritles were under Communist control, The
two major base areas In Northern China, Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia (often
referred to as the Yenan area) and Shans | -Chahar-Hopel, also had some
Mongol and Hul communlities, Obtalining the loyalty of the Mongols in
these areas was of cruclal Importance because the Japanese had on
thelr side Mongol military units who attacked the Communist bases,
Likewlse, the loyalty of the Hul in the Shensl-ﬂansu-ﬂinghsia base
area was beling solicited because many other Hul outside the area had
sided with the central government in Its efforts to contain and event-
ually crush the Communist base area.

The second reason for the seemingly disproportlonate attentlion
to minoritlies by the Communist leaders after 1949 may have been the
economic and strategic Importance of the minority areas. As Table 2
shows, most of the major concentrations of officlally recognized min-
ority areas lle in the West and Southwest where many of China's raw
materials are located. Untl] 1963 when Chlna's largest oi |l fleld,
Tach'ing, opened In. Manchurla, the West had furnished practically all
of China's meager ofl supplles. Lead, uranlum, tungsten, and many
other Important minerals are also located within these minority areas.’
During the first decade of state control when the new economic plans
concentrated on building up heavy Industry, the economic Importance
of these minority areas was obviously paramount. Since the end of
the fiftles when friction with both the Soviet Unlon and Indla in-
creased, the same areas also grew In thelr strategic significance.
These factors, combined wilth Poor transportation links to Eastern

China, historically stralned relations with the Chinese, and In some

e —————— ik ? :
?Sau Albert Herrmann, An Historical Atlas of China (Chicagu: Aldine
" » . z

Publishing Company, 1966), 60.
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areas contlnued close tles with people llving In nelghboring and no
longer friendly countries, ralsed the Importance of the numerous tiny
minoritles In the plans and policies of the Communist leadership.

The third reason Is closely related to the second and concerns
the leadership's attempts to use the minorities and thelr areas for
forelgn policy objectives. For many years, Peking tried to garner
good will In Asia and Africa by an ostensibly concliliatory policy
toward minorities of the Buddhist (Lamaist) and Islamic falths, All
delegations from Buddhist and Moslem countries were unfalling enter-
tained by minority representatives of these falths and were shown
the few monasteries and mosques which the leadership Immaculately
maintained for just this purpose. When relations with most nelgh-
boring countries cooled Iin the mid-sixtles, Peking stepped up Its
strategy of fomenting so-called wars of natlonal liberation by using

i
minority areas, particularly In Yunnan, as staging and training areas.

China's policies towards minorities have been applied in two broad
flelds, the administrative and the cultural. Administrative policles
have been called shaoshu mintsu ch‘:.:z:; tzuchlh yﬂ_ﬁ,&g}ﬁﬂég
(reglonal autonomy for minorities). As Table 1 shows, the Communist
leadership has deslgnated fifty-four groups as minorities. Most min-
oritles by far were des!gnated durlng"tha first five years of the Com-
munist perlod but a few, like the Loyu of Slkang, were not nff!clally
recognized as minoritles untll much later. A few occasional additlons
to the present list of fl1fty=-four minorities can, therefore, be ex=
pected In the future. Although the Communists have been quite protific
In thelr deslignation of minorities and, as the small selection in this
_ In the Issulng of laws, regulatlons, pqltcy state-
ments, and work reports, they have never publ iclzed thelr definitlon
of a minority. A glance at Table | offers a clue to tﬁi:laukfhf such
a definitlon. None of the familiar labels apply to all @Inurlt!us=
: | a separate language, or a-dlstlnctlvnly_difﬁur-l
uperstitions, phlluuuphy; and the like),
a1l one can offer in the absence of 3 clearcut  .¢_-2;#;;
| Ists glve minority statusto =

unique ethnlc features,
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any group which In some ways, often not entirely clear to the out-
slde observer, differs from nelghboring groups. There Is also the
POssiblility In at least one Case, the Manchus, that minority status
s awarded for Some obscure (at least to me) polltical purposes. Most
Manchus had become thnruughly Chinese In language, customs, and habits,
and many had through Intarmarriaga become ethnically Indistinguishable

Regional autonomy was flrst applled during the war agalnst Japan,
s mentioned earller, Shortly after the war, on May 1, 1947, the first
major province-leve] area to be declared autonomous was Inner Mongolia.
After the assumption of state Power In 1949, its area was greatly ex-
Panded so that by 1965, It was the second most populous autonomous
reglon In China. The four other autonomous regions are Sinkiang,
Kwangsi, Ninghsla, and Tibet (See Table 2)., As Table 2 shows, most
dutonomous areas were establlshed during the first eight years of
state rule. Autonomous areas have been created at all levels of ad-
ministration, As described In Table 3, the hierarchy of autonomous
areas parallels the regular governmental hierarchy for areas where the
Chinese predominate, Autonomous areas also Intermesh wlith regular ad-
ministrative units In such a way that, no matter how large, autonomous
areas always come under the control of higher-level governments which
are staffed wholly by Chinese. Even the autonomous regions cannot
escape this control as they are directly answerable to the central gov-
ernment Iin Peking. According to Article 2 of the General Frqgram of
the People's Republic of China for the [mplumuntatlgn_nf Regional Au-
tonomy for Minoritles (Document 8), "the autonomous organ of each au-
tonomous area Is a local government led by th; gavnrnﬁant'ufinaxt |
higher level, under the unifled leadership of the central government . '

Each autonomous area Is named after the largest minority within
Its borders, |ike the Pama Yao autonomous county In Kwangs| (Document 8,
Article 8). Sixteen areas where no single minorlty clearly Predominates,
are named after two or more minoritlies, 1lke the Halhs] Mongol, Tibetan,
and Kazakh autonomous chou In Chinghal. Three autonomous counties have

such complex ethnlc-1inguistic compositlon that they hayq‘bEandaslgnateq
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Mgfl ("every minority') areas. By the end of 1965, thirty=-six
of the fifty-four minoritles officlally recognized In China have had
at least one autonomous area at the county level or above. The other
‘elghteen minorities may have also been glven autonomous areas at lower
administrative levels, but we cannot be certaln because no systematic
statistics have been published for these levels,

The speciflc political and administrative rights of reglonal au-
tonomy In minorlty areas, as specified In the Constitution of the Peo-
ple's Republic of China, Include proportional representation in con-
gresses and governments, management uf finances, organization of pub-
lic security forces, and the formulation of statutes governing the ex-
ercise of autonomy in minority areas. All of these rights, however,
are subordinate to natlional programs, laws, and regulations (Document 10,
Articles 68 and 70). Thus the right to manage local finances does not
Include any share In the decision-making on national economic and fi-
nanclal plans. Local security forces are totally subordinate to the
"ynifled milltary system of the state'' (Document 4, Article 52; Docu-
ment 10, Artlicle 70). Statutes drawn up by organs of minority areas
are subject to approval by the central government.

Above all, It should be noted that these rights can be exercised
~only In the government. As In all Communist countries, the gnwirnmunt
in China s wholly subordinate to the Party. The Constltution of the
Party, however, not only falls to mentlon any rights and privileges
 of Its minority members, it declares emphatically that there ‘Is no
:‘fEMt room In the P.rty for regional autonomy (Dncumnnt 16). |

7Ej*' .i In the cultural fleld, Chlna's policles tnwlrds'mlnurltla: aunslst
| of the prasarvatlnn and use of native languages In offliclal huslnuss
- such as gnrarnmunt mu-tlngs and court prncundlngs. and of natlve tra- '
| _.dltlnn:. :u.-.tom ind rellglous bullufs (Dn:mnt b, Artlﬁlu 53. llocumqt Iu‘
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applled to the representative conferences and to the local governments

of such areas. The general Principle Is equal representation, but

especially smal) minorities are allotted dlsprupartlanituly more places
In conferences and governments (Document 6, 1, 1 and 11, 1), Represen-
tatives of minoritles In these two types of organizatlions also have the
right to use thelr own languages In thelr work (Document 6, I, 4 and

11, 4). The provisions for representation of minorities In democratic-
coalition governments are the same as those for al] other areas at al]
levels of administration where minorities reside (Document 11, Article 2).

Ouring most of the fiftles, the Communists were quite pragmatic
In thelr approach towards the problem of minoritles. Unitl 1957, the
leadership readlly acknowledged that it knew little about the histor-
ical, soclal, and economlc features of most of China's minorities (Sﬁe.
€.9., Document 9), and it Insisted that all policles must be Implemented
In a highly flexible manner to accord as much as possible with local
conditions. The government actively helped the minorities In trade,
health, and edycation. Before 1949, rural and nomadic minority com-
munities had been disadvantaged In all three flelds. Wars killed peo-
ple, destroyed Property, and Interrupted trade. During peacetime,
despotic native rulers explolted the people for money, goods and ser-
vices. Those minorities whose llvel lhood depended on handicrafts had
seen thelr markets taken over by Chinese and forelgn manufactured
goods. Many minority groups had suffered grievously from epldemics,
and sputty and rough estimates Suggest a long-range. decl!lne In popu-
lation among several hlnarltln;.. Formal and secular educatlon had been
unknﬁwn.ln munf minority areas. Althnuﬁh the Moslem and Buddhlsf
(Lamalst) clergles had provided some ﬁducatlﬁn, It was almost always
nu:frlctud to urban religlous centers whurﬁ'lﬁstru:tlun rarely went
beyond the rote learning of rellglous matter. Some Chinese government
schools had operated In some cltles In Slnkllﬁg and a few other minor- _
Ity areas. On the whole, however, education had been very much retarded
 In the minority areas. . ‘ |

The Communists began by Improving trade, hﬁ:lth'an@“edh#&@lqnjfgf#i:ifgg%
the early fiftles when they sent scores of ~government convoys In to: the it
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minority areas. Previous governments had sent occasional convoys for
the rltualistic purpu:u'uf showlng the flag and collecting token taxes.
8y contrast, the Communist misslons, far more numerous and more frequent,
have. been designed to help Integrate the minority areas into a central-
lzed state. Each major mission had several speciallzed sections., Party
and government officials explained to the minorities the nature of the
leadership and Its policy of regional autonomy. Dance and song troupes
entertained communities with politically oriented programs. Medlcal
personnel ministered to the sick and sometimes left behind medical sup-
plies with Instructions of how to use them. Trade ;adres donated salt
and other necesslities or bartered them for local products.

By 1951, Chou En-lal could report that state trading companies
had established regular trade with many minorities at parity or sub-
sidized prices and that prices for local products had been Increased
about three to four times during the first two years (Document 5).
Health teams had established 309 clinics and 38 hospltals for minorl-
tles throughout the country and more than 2,700 minority members had
recelved some medical tralning by the end of 1953 (Document 12). By

the end of 1958, 750 hospltals as well as 25 sanitaria were reported
to have been established In mlnorlty areas (Document 21). Formal ed-

‘ucatlon also sharply Increased during the first decade. By 1954, there

were about 2,546,000 primary students, 163,000 secondary students, and
5,500 students in higher education among the minority peoples (Docu-

- ment 12). The respective flguras ﬁur 1958 were 3,190,000, 310,000,
- and: 16,000 (Document 21) .. s 55

It Is virtually Impossible to evaluate these figures. We do not
know, for example, the relevant flgures In trade, health, and education

1k-fnr all mlnurltv :rna: at any time before 1949. Nor can we dntnrmlnu
. from the publlsh-d flgures the degree of qualltative improvement. slru:u

1949. Take education as an example. |f lmprnvmmnnt In the qualltxguf
Instrut:tlon dld not keep pacn Hlth that .In the Chinese ams. mlnorlty

L
gruduatast uf hlgh school: mly have bun urluusl'f dlndunthgpd In t;lgw ;;::.,_
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by Chou, did more than compensate for Inflationary pressures. These
and many other uncertaintles Prevent us from determining how much the
material lot of the minoritles was actually improved. My assumption

I's that, In very general terms, the Communists tried their best during
MOSt of the flftles to Improve the life of most minorities and that
they aCtually succeeded In several Instances,

€S to provide a satisfactnry llvel lhood for everyone. After al],
Its plans cunsistently exceeded Chlng's avallable resources. To cite

only one example, since the earl lest days of state power, the leaders

(See, e.g. Document 5). Even If wWe assume that the minorities re-
celved some form of preferential treatment like Proportionately more
tultlion scholarships, it is most unlikely that free education was made

leadership nor pProbably even to the minorities. As these documents
clearly show, the subject of relations between Chinese and minorities
assumed the greatest importance. By 1957, it had become so urgent that

By 1959, the leadershlp ceased mentioning absolute figures of material
achlevement and became preoccupled with relations between the Chinese

and the minorities.

As discussed In these documents, this problem revolved around the
twin phenomena of Chinese chauvinism and local natlonalism, A varlant
of the latter was pan-nationalism. Liu Shao-ch!| gave the most succinct
description of Chinese chauvinism which he called '3 tendency to look
down on the minoritlies' (Document 15). It expressed itself iIn many
Chinese cadres peremptorily taking over leadership positions In min-
ority areas instead of working through local minority officials, in




discriminating against minoritles In the hiring and promotion of per-
sonnel and In the allocatlon of resources. Most significantly, dur-
Ing the early and middle fiftles, officlal documents Implled that the
root cause of the hlgh-handed manner of many Chinese cadres was the
bellef that the Chinese were more advanced In all flelds of human en-
deavor, a bellef which these documents condemned as erroneous.

Several documents In this compendlium contaln brief references to
Chinese chauvinism, intluding Chou En-lal's reports on government work
(Documents 5, 12, 21, and 25), the constltutions of the People's Re-
public and of the Communist Party (Documents 10 and 16), and Mao's
brief remark on minoritlies In connection with his discusslon of ‘con-
tradictions among the people'' (Document 18). These documents place
In ritualistic fashion equal blame on both phenomena.

Other documents, however, discuss the problem of the relatlon-
ship between Chinese and minorities at greater length. We can dis-
cover two distinct phases In these documents. During the first phase,
lasting until some time after the Elghth Party Congress In September
of 1956, the leadership placed much greater stress on Chinese chauvin-
Ism than on local nationalism. As the Summary of Baslc Experiences
(Document 9) put It, Chinese officlals manifested ''disregard for the
special characteristics and concrete conditions of the minorities and
the mechanical application of the experience and methods gained and

employed in the Chinese areas.' & .
This forbearance ls qulte remarkable In light of the stiff re- | .iE

" sistance put up by some mlnurltla;-;n the early years. The Kazakhs | - _i
and Tibetans, especlally, flercely fought Communist troops thfuughout ,' ?E
‘the flrst four years. The leadership freely acknowledged having fought b 5%
~ battles lasting as much as thrun weeks. By summer of 1954, however, }szﬁi
~ .nmt maJur resistance had been hruk-n. " In some: lnst-n«:. tl‘lI Commun= '
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optimistic, almost cocky, outlook, The early fifties, after all, were
on the whole the most promising years since 1949, A huge land reform
had been carrled out without a majJor setback In Its timetable. The
economy was belng rapldly rebullt and expanded and the runaway Infla-
.tion was brought under control. Abroad, the war In Korea was being
stalemated away from China's frontiers where American troops had once
been, and no other threat was In the offing. The Soviet Union began
to ald China with loans, techniclans and machinery and may have ralsed
expectations In Peking for much Increased ald In the future. Within
this rosy picture, the leadership viewed the pockets of resistance
among some minorities far away from ethnlc China as relatively small
disturbances. Being stil] highly pragmatic and flexlble, the leader-
ship readlly conceded that It still had much to learn about the min-
orities, and It was generally-disposed to blaming the allegedly op-
.pressive policies of previous governments for contlinued frictlon. Its
pragmatism dictated caution also because the leaders knew that many
raw materials, needed for the First Five-Year Plan and located In the
mlnority areas, could best be secured under condltlons of hirmnny be-
tween Chinese and non~Chlinese. |

8y 1957, however, the first ripples of anxlety disturbed the
serene surface of optimism and helped bring about a shift In attl-
tudes toward the minorities. It Is not appropriate to present here
“a lengthy discussion of all major contributing factors for this Impor-
tant change, but a brlif sketch ls necessary. In the economy, the
Flrst Flve-Year Plan, to-tnd in. December of 1957r~hld.ba':ll nutuurd
appearances. succeeded beyond. expectations, . Fradu:tlun Il‘ldlclt lnﬁ. 7
virtually all flelds had been rising. since the. ﬂrly flfthsi‘-‘-ind.; i ”; :
they had been- rlslng particularly npldlu In huw lndu;try. But ln-
. stead of bolit-rlng th-lr nptlmlm. tho fut gmth in the. Induﬂrl’at
it - sector had blgun to Hurrv some. Ieadorl, ]n:ludlnguﬂgu-Tsartungm Un- E*”
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He opposed the technocrats who had been Increasingly In command

of China's administration and who could see nothing but progress
In further massive doses of state Investment capltal pumped Into
heavy Industry. For them, single-minded concentration on Indus-

try was the panacea for all the ills of an Industrlally backward
country.

By contrast, Mao saw a widening gulf between industry and
agriculture, city and countryslide and between their respective
soclal and cultural milleus. Progress In Industry, as impressive
as [t had been, had beﬁn purchased at a heavy price which, in
Mao's view, might cause the breakup of the country in the not too
distant future. Industrial advancement during the First Flve-
Year Plan had been underwrltten largely by maximum agricultural
exploitation and by aid from the Soviet Union., But the actual
amount of ald received up to 1957 proved to be much less than
China needed, and as the Soviet Union began to render ald to
other countries, some of whom non-Communist, it became clear In
Peking that sharp increases In Soviet ald could not realistic-
ally be expected for the Second Five-Year Plan. Consequently,
agriculture appeared to be in for another flve years of maximum
sacrifices In the name of Industrial development. But agricul-
tural production Increases had come almost wholly out of non-
capltal sources, such as |ncreases In arable land and reorgani-
zatlon. By the middle fifties, Increases began to level off
and barely kept pace with population Increases. Mao argued that
unless more state capital was allocated to agriculture, both ag-

riculture and Industry would be endangered.

More Important than purely economlc consideratlons was the
effect of Industrial primacy upon soclety. With all mass media
Incessantly pralsing industrlal progress and technical expertise
which accomplished It, people, particularly the younger people,
became attracteﬂ to the clties where Industry and higher educa-
tion beckoned them. Aside from severe stralns on urban facill-
tles, the pell-mell rush to the citlies had, In Mao's view, at

D
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least three major undesirable and potentlally dangerous conse-
quences. |t engendered disappointment In thousands of ambl tious
young people who could not be accommodated by either higher educa-
tion or Industry simply because supply far outstripped demand.

It also strengthened the age-old antipathy between city and country-
side. Specifically, It made a career In agriculture appear less
attractive precisely at a time when maximum effort had to be gen-
erated In agriculture In order to achleve the country's ambitious
Industrial goals. Finally, it did nothing to strengthen the still
fragile bonds of national feeling. On the contrary, by pralsing
the urban expert, the First Five-Year Plan had unwittingly de-
preciated the rural jack-of-all-trades. Yet In an overwhelmingly
rural soclety such as China's, economlc progress and national unity
apparently can be achleved only by glving a larger share of capital

and prestige to agrlculture.

The dispute on these Issues between Mao and the technocrats
ushered In a perlod of indecision and finally crisis among China's
leadership that has not yet been resolved. The crisis was deepened
by the disappolntingly Insufflclent ald from the Soviet Union which

led eventually to strained relatlons between the two countries In

the sixtles.

The effects of these economic policles In the fifties upon
the minorities seem to have been somewhat Indirect. During most
of the fifties, many minority areas had been exempted from agri-
cultural reorganization. The vast herding areas In Western China
had not been affected at all, and In many Instances, the reorgan-
lzation of farms In minority areas was delayed for years. Thus,
friction with the authorities arising from reorganization was kept
to a minimum there., Likewise, the great surge In industrial con-
struction was mostly concentrated In ethnic China, and only oc~
caslonal projects such as the oll fields In Karamal (Sinkiang),
located in sparsely populated areas, had been placed In minority

areas.
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Nevertheless, the minorities felt the great changes taking
place In ethnlc China In many Indirect ways. The most Important |
effect was caused by the offlclally directed migration of Chinese
from the overcrowded cltles of Eastern China to the minority areas
In the frontler regions. Even under more ldeal clircumstances, the
influx of an estimated several milllon of Chinese migrants into
minority areas would have generated friction between newcomers
and natlves.a Whille theoretically capable of absorbing a much
larger population over a long period of time, the minority areas
could not Instantly accommodate that many newcomers without caus-
Ing soclal and economic dislocations. Unfortunately, the clrcum-
stances were not ldeal, because many of the Chinese newcomers had
been sent under duress. They resented being driven out of the
cities and Into alien surroundings, and they gave vent to their
dissatisfaction by lording It over the minoritlies. Countless re-
ports and many references In the documents In thls compendium
spoke of manifestations of Chinese chauvinism.

Friction between Chinese and minorities reawakened the century-
old legacy of ethnic antagonism and rekindled counter-measures by
the minoritlies, a phenomenon the Communists have called '"local
natlonallsm.'" One of the best descriptions of local natlonallsm
Is found in Wang Feng's report on 'The Rectiflicatlon Campaign and
Soclallist Education Among Minoritles' of February 9, 1958 (Docu-
ment 20). According to Wang, local natlonallsm found expression
In three ways. Minorlity leaders began to demand larger adminis-
tratlve areas and higher positions, some even asking for the right
to secede from China. Minorities grew more reluctant to cooper-
ate with the Chinese and, In some cases, ousted Chinese officials
and people. Minorities chafed under the Party's refusal to give

them even token recognition in the form of proportlonate ratios

r

e B R s s o
For a survey of migration to some minority areas in the
fifties, see my ''Chinese migration to Northwest China and lnner

Mongol la, 1949-1959," In China Quarterly, Octnbur-ﬂacembar11963,

62-74.
“\\
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of officlals and members.

The offliclal Chinese reaction to the deterloration of re-
lations with the minoritles was most unfortunate. It conslisted
of three aspects which exlisted, as the documents show, until at
least 1964, One aspect has been the declaration of local natlon-
allsm as a greater evil than Chinese chauvinism. The first in-
stance showing the new attlitude Is found In Teng Hslao-p'ing's

report on minorities to the Eighth Party Congress on September 23,
1957 (Document 19).

The second aspect of the new attlitude toward minorities was
the end of partial or total exemption of minority areas from some
major policies. Since 1958, the officlal policy has been gleich-
schaltung of mlnority areas In agricultural reorganization, Hence,
when the rural communes were unveiled in August of 1958, they were
ordered established everywhere In China, Including all minority
areas.9 Whereas in 1956, Liu Shao-ch'l could still afford to say
that some minorities were more advanced than Chinese In some flelds
(Document 15), the officlal line since 1958 has been the blanket
assertlon that Chinese are more developed In all flelds (Document
20). It Is difficult to escape the Implication that Chinese are
naturally superior to minoritles, an attitude observed throughout
Chinese history. There can be little doubt that the sharp Increase
In unrest and occasional open revolts In minority areas since 1958
was causally linked to the change In offlclal Chlnusﬁ policles,

- The third aspect was the [ncreasingly heavy use of Marxist-
Leninist dogma In officlal documents., There Is a world of dif-
ference between the Summary of Basic Experlences (Document 9) and
Liu Shao-ch'i's pulltlfal report (Document 15). dated 1954 and
1956, and the articles by Chang Chlh=]1 and Liu Ch'un (Documents
23 and 24), written about a decade later. The first two are re-
latively stralghtforward discussions of actual problems; the latter

s e s

INn practlﬁa. however, a few exceptions contlnued to be made.
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two appear to be afflirmations of Chlnese superfority, couched in
obtuse and heavy-handed ldeologlcal jargon. Whereas in the flf-
ties, officlial documents exuded an alr of confidence and gener-
osity, they changed in the sixties to rigid and ritualistic dec~ ;
lamations of ldeological orthodoxy which insisted with numbing

repetltiveness on the correctness of current pollcles toward min-

i
)

oritles.

Although officlal pronouncements on the problem of minori-
tles have been exceedingly scarce since then, the overall im-
pression one gets from occaslonal remarks s that the policy
shift inltiated in 1957-58 has not yet been reversed., This im-
pression Is considerably strengthened by the observation that
for the past seven years, noO significant document has been Is-
sued. There have been quite a few reports from varlious minor-
ity areaslo and occaslonal statements concerning all minorities.

However, the latter have been platltudinous and perfunctory.

wWhen one applies some historical perspective, this phenom-
enon begins to look famlliar. In times of Internal stabillty
and external security, Chinese rulers had usually been pragmatic
and lenlent in thelr relations with minorities. They were quite
ready to admit that the Chinese were not superlor in all respects
and that they could indeed learn from others. Perhaps the most
striking example is the early phase of the T'ang Dynasty dur-
Ing which Chinese avidly learned new art forms from the peoples
of Central Asla and skillfully Integrated these forms into the
Chinese repertolre. At that time, minorities under Chinese con-=
trol enjoyed relatively generous treatment from the central

T
Ofor example; see Tibet 1950-1967 (Hong Kong: Union Re-
search Institute, 1968) for reports from that minority area.

IITha revised draft of the Constltution of the People's Re-
public of China, approved on September 6, 1970 by the second
plenary sesslon of the CGP Ninth Central Committee, devotes only
one article (Article 24) out of thirty to minorities. See Is=
sues and Studies, Vil, 3. (December 1970) , 89-93.

)
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government. By contrast, at the end of the dynastic period when
China was convulsed by Internal and forelign aggression, the of-

neglect, and repress|on.

But the simllarities to past Chinese policles end here. Un-
llke Its dynastlc Predecessors, the Communist leadership is bur-
dened with two difficult tasks: Lo create a fully industrial | zed

economy and to forge a sense of natlonal solldarity. It Is un-

Communists need not have accepted these tasks If they had wished
to. We have not Yel understood all the reasons for it, but there
Is a global trend toward Industrlalization and natlonal solidar-
Ity from which no major country Is exempt. Chlna's leaders have
been energetically Pursuing this trend which they consider as
Inevitable and Inescapable.

Inasmuch as leaders of most other developing countries pur-

By the end of the fiftles, China's leaders had learned that It

Is a dIfflicult and slow undertaking to achieve elther full in-
dustrialization or national solldarity. They also learned that
the two goals may seem fully complementary in theory, but that

In practice they can at times be mutually antagonistic. Of these
lessons we ¢an be reasonably certain, but others are more problem-
atic because we still know too little about the extent to whf:h;
China's minoritles have In fact accepted the spirit ﬁfﬁnatluﬁaf'
solldarity. " But we may perhaps conjecture that China's leaders
are looking forward to the day when anclent animosities are for-
gotten and when the most serious problem fg:ing them will be the
demand for equal ﬁpp?rtunlty. On that day the leaders will know
that the mlnnﬁlflﬁs have come to see themselves as part of the

Chinese natlon.




Table 1
CHINA'S MINORITIES

(according to Communist classification)

1. Chuang* 'fi
Estimated Population:

Written Language: None

Religion: Animism
Mountain areas of Western Kwangsl, Eastern

YUnnan, and Southwestern Kwangtung

7,785,414 (more than 7,000,000)

Location:

2. Hul® Lﬂ

Estimated Population: 3,934,335 (3,550,000)
Written Language: Chinese
Rellgion: Islam

Location: Concentrated in Ninghsia, others dispersed

throughout China

3. Uighurt 48 2 F

Estimated Population: 3,901,205 (3,660,000)
‘Written Language: Ulghur

Religion: Islam
Location: Sinkiang, especially the Southern part

b, v

Estimated Population: 3,264,432 (3,254,000)
Written Language: | (newly created)

Religlon: Animism
Mostly in the mountaln area of all South-

western provinces; some also in plains areas

of Kwangsi

Tibetan*,ﬁ 1
Estimated Popula
Written Language: |
Religlon: Lamalsm - ) _

Location:

wn
@

tion: 2,775,622 (z,?7o,oan)_
Tibetan
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5. Tibetan*, continued

Locatlion: Mostly In Tibet

6. Mlao* E%i

Estimated Population: 2 ,687,590 (2,510,000)
Written Language: Miao

Religlon: Animism
Location:

and Chinghal; also in Kansu,
Szechuan, and Yunnan

Suutheastarn Kweichow; also In Hunan,

Kwangsi ,
Yunnan, and Kwangtung

/. Manchu ,w%

Estimated Population: 2,430,561 (2,410,000)
Written Language: Chinese
Religion: None

Location: Liaoning, Kirin, Hallungkiang;

Mongolia, Hopel, and Peking
Mongol # 'té-

Estimated Population: 1,645,695 (1,460,000)
Written Language: Mongol [ an

Religion: Lamalsm
Locatlion:

also in Inner

Qo

Mostly in Inner Mongolia; also in Chahar,

Kirin, Hellungkiang, Kansu, Chinghai, and
Sinkiang

9. Puyi* 7ﬁ5:;kl

Estimated Population: 1,313,015 (1,240,000)
Written Lingulgi:', None | o 3

Rellglion: Animism: .
Location: P!

Korean ] &

Estimated Population: 1,255 551 (1,120,000)
Written Language: Korean

Religlon: Buddhism and Christianity
Location: Mostly In Southeastern Kirin; others In
Htllungklnng, Llannlng and Innir Hungulla

1 a
N

an River basin In Southwestern Kweichow

10




11. T'ung* 4
Estimated Population: 825,323 (710,000)
Written Language: None
Religlion: Animism
Location: At the border of Kweichow, Hunan and Kwangsi

12, Yao* j&

Estimated Population: 747,985 (660,000)
Written Language: None

Religion: Animism
Location: In mountain areas of Kwangsl, Kwangtung,

Hunan and Yunnan

13. Paix Eé’
Estimated Population: 684,386 (680,000)
Written Language: None

Religion: Animism and Christianlty
Location: Mostly in Tall and Chienchou counties of

?unnan; some In Hsich'ang (Sikang) and
Pichieh (Kwelchow)

b, Tuchia* - %

Estimated Population: 603,773 (540,000)

Written Language: 7

Relligion: 7
Location: In Lungshan, Yungshun, and Paoching counties

of Hunan and In Haofeng and Lalfeng counties

of Hupel

15. Hanl*h A

Estimated Population: 549,362 (480,000)

Written Language: None
Religion: Animism

Location: Most In Hungho, Yuanyang and Chinp'ing coun-

ties of Y“nnun

16. Kazakh* \’éﬁ 0%

'Estimmtud'Pupulntlnn;
2 \trittinn Language: Kazakh

! 1 e

533,160 (more than 500,000)

-
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16. Kazakh*, contlnued
Religion: Islam
Location: Most in Sinkiang; some In Kansu and Chinghal

17. Traix 4Kk
Estimated Population: 503,616 (470,000)
Written Language: T'ai
Religion: HIinayana Buddhism

Location: Most in Tehung county and in the Hsishuang-

18, Lix 3

Estimated Population: 395,556 (360,000)

Written Language: None

Religion: Animism

Location: In the Wuchlih Mountain area on Halnan Island

19. LisurfE 1§

Estimated Population: 317,465 (310,000)
Written Language: Lisu
Religion: Christianity and Animlsm
Location: In Pichiang, Fukung, and Lushul countles
in the basins of the Nu and Lants'ang Rivers

L]
panna area of Western Yunnan

and In Huap'ing, Ninglang, Yungsheng, and
Lichiang counties of Yunnan
20, Wa* ’ffl.. -'
‘  Estimated Population: 286,158 (280,000)
Written Language: Wa
Religlon: Animism
Location: In Lants'ang, T!'angr“nn, Chenk'ang, Shuang-
chiang, and Kengma countles and in the |
Hsimeng mountain area on the Sino-Burmese
border of Yunnan

21. Shal @

Estimated Population: 226,697 (210,000)
‘Written Language:  ? AR



21. She, contlinued

Religlon: 1
Locatlon: Most In mountain areas of Fu-an (Fuklen) and

Wenchou (Chekiang); others scattered in
Fukien, Cheklang, Kiangsl, and Kwangtung

22. Lahu¥ .ﬁi %

Estimated Population: 183,103 (139,000)

Written Language: Lahu
Religlon: Animism and Christianity

Location: In Lants'ang, Chingtung, and Shuangchiang

il
counties of Yunnan

23, shui* Ko

Estimated Population: 160,313 (130,000)

Written Language: Shuichia

Religion: Animism
Most In Santu, Lip'l, Tushan, Tqun, and

Jungchlang counties of Southeastern Kwelchow

24. Tunghsiang* % 4/

Estimated Population:
Written Language: None

Religion: Islam
Location: Most In Linhsia county of Southern Kansu

25. Nahsi® 41 % |
Estimated Population: 155,748 (143,000)

Written Language: Nahs|

Religion: Lamaism
Location: Mostly In Lichiang county of Yunnan and in

mountain areas of nelghboring countlies

Location:

159,345 (160,000)

26, Chingp'o* -E M]’
Estimated Pqpulatlun: 101,852 (100,000)

Written Language: Chingp'o
Religion: Cchristianity and Animism

Locatlon: Most in Luhsi, Lungch'uan, Julll, Lienshan,

P T, 00 o



26, Chingp'o*, continued
Location, continued: and Lliangho counties In the

Tehung area of Yunnan

27. Kirghiz* M,ﬂzi,ék_

Estimated Population: 68,862 (70,000)

Written Language: Kirghiz (newly created)
Religlon: Islam

Location: In T'ienshan mountains on the Sino-Soviet

border In Sinklang

28, T'ux _'t-
Estimated Population: 63,259 (63,000)
Written Language: None
Religion: Lamaism
Location: Most In Huchu, Minho, and Tat'ung countlies
of Chinghal

29. Tahur* ii ﬁ "}F'
Estimated Population: 50,121 (44,000)
Written Language: 7
Religion: 17
Location: Most in Molltawa area of Inner Mongolia and
In Ch'ich'ihar city (Heilungkiang); some In
T'ach'eng city (Sinklang)

30. Mulao 44 4%

Estimated Population: 44,679 (43,000)..
Written Language: 7.
Religlon: 7 % R Ty . |
Locatlon:. In Loch'eng, Ishan, Lluch'eng, Hsinch'eng,
- and Nantan.areas of Kwangsl
31. Ch'lang* iJ

Estimated Population: 42,955 (35, 000)
Wrltten Language: None -

Religlon: Animism. r _
Locatlon: In anch'uln, Llhsl-n, Hanhslnn, and Hnlshul



3], Ch'lang*, continued
Location, continued: areas of Northwestern Szechuan

32. Pulang.fp ﬂgg

Estimated Population: 41,595 (35,000)
Written Language: 1

Religion: 17
Location: Most in Hsishuangpanna area of Yunnan

33. Salar® m i‘i

Estimated Population: 31,923 (30,000)
Written Language: None
Religion: Islam

Location: In Hsunhua and Hualung counties of Chinghai

34. Maonan 't_\ xf

Estimated Population: 24,239 (20,000)

Written Language: 7
Religion: 17

Location: In Huanchiang, Nantan, and Hoch'lh counties

of Kwangsl

35. Kolao /FC 1%

Estimated Population: 23;000# (20,000)
Written Language: 1?7

Religion: 7
Location: In Pichieh and Anshun areas of Western

Kwelchow and In the mountaln areas of

Hsllung In Kwangs |

36. swu*"'f:% (o

Estimated Population:

Written Language: Sibo

Religion: Shamanism
Most in 111 River Valley in Sinkiang and in

21,000# (32,000)

Location:
Liaoning and Kirin

37- AChlﬂng Fq TE?

Estimated Population: 17,741 (17,000)

e



37. Ach‘ang, cont inued

Written Language: 7
Religion: 7
Location:

38, P'umi % K

Estimated Population: 15,000 (15,000)
Written Language: ?

In Yingchlang and Liangho counties of
Yunnan

Religion: 17

Location: Most In foothills of Lanp'ing, Ninglang,
Weihsi and Yungsheng counties of Northwestern
VUnnan

39. Tajik* j/g‘ é-i

Estimated Population: 15,014 (15,000)
Written Language: None

Religion: Islam

Location:

40, Nu* FA

ot
Estimated Population: 13,724 (12,000)
Written Language: 7

Religion: 17

Location:

Most in Pamir Mountalins of Sinkiang

In Fukung. Plchiang, and Kungshan counties
of Yunnan

41. Kuts'ung ?ﬂ%

Estimated Population: (12,000)
Written Language: ?
Religion: ?

Location: In forests of Hsishuangpanna: and Hungho
areas of Yunnan

h2, Uzbek _’g -}k E{' i,

Estimated Population: 11,557 (13,000)
Written Language: Uzbek
Religion: Islam



b2,
43.
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45,
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Uzbek, continued
Location: Most In Urumchli,

of Sinklang

Russlans ,ﬁﬁ g.;uf[

Estimated Population:

Ining, and Kashgar cities

9,766 (22,000)
Russian
Russian Orthodox

In Urumchl and |11 areas of Sinklang and in

Written Language:
Religlon:
Location:

Hel lungkliang

Owenk'o* ‘-?P ;&%.)f_,
Estimated Population: 7,245 (6,800)

Written Language: 7

Relligion: 7

Most In Hulunbulr league of Inner Mongolia

and In Naho and Fuyu countles of

Location:

Hellungkiang

Penglung m Z

Estimated Population:
Written Language: ?

Religion: ?
In Tehung and Lints'ang areas of Yunnan

6,309 (2,900)

Location:

Panan~{§al;z

Estimated Population: 5,519 (5,000)

Written Language: None:

Religion: Islam:

‘Location: Most In southern foothllls of Shlh:hl
,Hnunt:lns, others in Linhsia area of
Kansu '

vikur & E) ' oy
Estimated Population: &,617 (3,800)
Written Language:. None

Religton: Lamalism . i e A
Locu:tdd; In nurtharn~funtthll of ch'illen Hountains

- o nl - : = . e H
j. ¥ b 1 e ' o i e Ty P L
4 JOT e - : = = i ¥ : 7 im
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47. YUku*, continued

Location, continued: on border of Kansy

and Chinghal
48. Ching

Estimated Population: h,444 (4,000)
Written Language: 7

Religlon: 7

Location: In mountain area near Tupgﬁ:lng town in the

Hop'u area of Kwangtung

49. Tartar J’éj%t wH

> EstImated Population: h,370 (6,900)
Written Language: Tartar
Religlon: Islam

Location: Most In Ining city, others in 11! and

T'ach'eng areas of Sinklang

50. Tulung* 3‘* ﬁ

Estimated Population: 2,763 (2,400)
Written Language: 1?7

Relligion: 17

Locatlon: In the Tulung river basin of YUnnan

51. Olunch'un* ?F {ﬁ,&

Estimated Population: 2,459 (2,200)
Written Language: None

Rellglon: Shaman!sm: | - a3 ;
f_ .. e L Locltlunt in the forests of the Tah:lng: nnd Hsluohslng T
““ R foen ',_*_-.; chnt.lrl ranges on the border oft lnmr tc ﬁﬁr g
;;;:: % : ,. 2o "f:’._}‘, 4, I: . nngol '.? .‘ d H."tll'l gltl an M"F 4{#_ 39; i # A 1.__

I.llg‘“t:ﬁ ?é

R "-r!‘,l ?i};'! M
wﬁ

-I'I"
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Estimated Population: 3,800 (?)
Written Language: 17

Rellgion: 1
Locatlon: |In Himalayas of Southern Tibet

Loyu F& IR
Estimated Population: 7

Written Language: 7

Religlon: 7
(R ]
Location: In Loyu area of Southern Sikang

% Minorltles wlth autonomous areas at county level and above.

See Table 2 for a list of all autonomous areas at county level

and above.

The Chinese names of minorities are written according to the cur=

rent officlal orthography.

Sources:

E— T ———

2,

Population estimates (of about 1969) are taken from Chagnku
kenkyuJo PERF R (ed.), Gendal Chugoku Jlten %ﬂ;t}’@}:& (An

Encyclopedla of Contemporary China) (Tokyo: Iwasaki Gakujutsu
Shuppansha, 1969), 13, except those for the Kolao and Sibo

(marked by #) whlch are taken from the 1965 Jenmin shouts'e

Aﬁ%ﬂﬂ- (People's Handbook) (Peking: Ta Kung Pao She, 1965),
115. Readers should be warned that the precise flgures in the

are not based on an accurate census but, in all

Japanese source
probablility, on an extrapolation from summary estimates such as

those in the Jenmin shouts'e.

estimates In parentheses (of about 1958) and locations
are. taken from 'Wo kuo shaoshu mintsu chlen plau"ﬁﬂjVMzﬁ‘_
("A brlef 11st of our country's minority natlonalities'), In

Kuangming thEauMaﬂ, August 21, 1958._, a:“ﬂted In Chang
Ch'i-yun 5{#55] et al. (eds.), Kungfel chiehchu-hsla ti

Population
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Chungkuo talu fen-sheng tie u Xt el g T o Pi0ApE b s lf) (A Pro-
vincial Atlas of Malnland China) (Talpel: Natlonal Defense Col-

lege, 1966), 126-7.

Information about languages and religlons Is taken from Shihshlh
shouts'e H’?’j‘-m' (Handbook of Current Events), No. 17 (1956), as

cited In Hsin-Hua tzutlen M‘_jﬁ (New China Dictionary) (Hong

Kong, 1958), Appendix, 14-17.




Table 2
AUTONOMOUS AREAS

A. Autonomous Regions

Name Titular Estimated Date of Estab-
Minority Populatlion | ishment
e
Inner . Mongol 9,200,000 May |, 1947
Hnngnlil
Sinkiang Ulghur 5,640,000 October 1, 1955
Kwangs | Chuang 19,390,000 March 5, 1958
Ninghsia = Hul 1,810,000 October 25, 1958
Tibet Tibetan 1,321,500 September 9, 1965

B. Autonomous Chou

Name Titular Province Date of Estab-
Minority lishment
B e S PR
Kantze Tlibetan Szechuan December 25, 1950
Y:shu Tibetan Chinghai February lz._lasz
Halnan Li and Miao Kwangtung July 1, 1952'
Yenplen - Korean - Kirin  September 3, 1952
Cﬁlng:hin- ! i Szechuan Ontubur 10. ]952:'
] aﬁiﬁz  'h | Tibetan i _SEunhuan_:13a Januarv l, 1953 ,Eﬁ“ .
}gf;; Hsishuangpanna T'al Yunnan ppril 2b, ]953 4
©  Tehung  T'al and  VYunpan - Julv 21, 1953 ;_

‘JETIhutin
Tibttan
7S ““"’ﬂm-n

.........
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Name Tltular Province Date of Estab-
Minorlty lishment | Ry
Halhs| Mongol , Chinghal January 25, 1954
Tlbetan, and
Kazakh
Paylnkuoleng Mongol Sinklang June 23, 1954
K'otzelosu Kirghiz . Sinklang . July 14, 1954
Poerht'ala Mongo) Sinklang July 15, 1954
Ch'angchl Hul Sinkiang July 15, 1954
Nuchiang ~ Lisu YUﬁnan August 23, 1954
i Kazakh Sinkiang November 29, 1954
Ch'ientungnan Mlao and T'ung Kwelchow July 23, 1956
Ch'ienan Puyi and Mlao Kwelchow August 8, 1956
Tich'ing Tlbetan ?Snnan September 13, 1956
Linhsla Hul Kansu November 15, 1956
Tall Pal 4 Yunnan November 22, 1956
Hs langhs| T'uchla and Hunan September 20, 1957
Miao 5 foi _
Hungho Hanl and | Yunnan November 18, 1957
Wenshan Chuang and Yunnan April 1, 1958
Miao
Ch'uhslung | Y:ﬁnan Aprll 15, 1958
‘€. _Autonomous Counties (Banners (*))
T'lenchy’ = Tlhqtln S Kansu Hif 6 1950 = 54;l et
5 Supel :¢=rff5'ﬂongul .. Kansy July 20, 1950 - -t;ﬁ;j
:“  2 Tunghiljng?f?:u.Tungh:ling%“3 K:“lﬂi | 651 s-ptumb-r 25, 1950%_ dT;;ﬁ;
s - Woshen. - .- '} ~Yunnan  May 12. '95"*"1*i5*§3§§é§
e Lungsheng: - “Yseveral" ﬂHinglld *3; August 1, 1951 ag};?ﬁfﬁf}
‘. . Teysoshan  Yao Kwangsl” u.!zaussz,,ﬁ
EouaE s ~ Olunch'un i#i ~ Olunch'un  Inner °=tﬂ5=r’h195

e '-"Ff.‘ "f
fhfSinchiing

" ,t'i r"* lllt‘.'i'-i-‘-'-l
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-b3-
Name Tlitular Province Date of Estab-
Minority lishment
e
Mul'l Tibatan Szechuan April 1, 1953
Lants'ang Lahu Y:nnan April 7, 1953
Changchlachuan Hul Kénsu July 6, 1953
thy:ln Hul Chinghal December 19, 1953
Huchu T'u Chinghal February 17, 1954
sunan ' Y:ku Kansu February 20, 1954
Hsunhua ' Salar Chinghal February 24, 1954
Hualung Hul Chinghal March 1, 1954
Yench'l Hul Sinklang March 15, 1954
"Ch'apuch'aerh  Sibo Sinklang March 25, 1954
Ak'osal Kazakh Kansu April 27, 1954
T'ungtao T'ung Hunan ~ May 7, 1954
Chlangch'eng Hanl and | Yunnan May 18, 1954
Mulei Kazakh Sinkiang July 17, 1954
Hopuk 'osalerh Mongol Sinklang September 10, 1954
T'ashih Tajik Sinkiang September 17, 1954
K'uerhkan :
Palik'un ~ Kazakh Sinklang September 30, 1954
Mengl ien | T'al, Lahu Yxnpan October 16,_195h
o e i and Wa ,
Honan . ~ Mongol Chinghal October 22, 1954
T.Ehl.ng N Ha b e Hopel Lﬂqvnmblr 6, lSSh
Hulnlng I, Hul Ind Kmlchw Havomhor 11, 1955
A Hllu G T A3 '
| H;ng:hu | | CHal “3121Hﬁ?il' li'~-jUa=umhnr 29. 1955
 Kengma T'al and Wa ~ Yunnan October 16, 1955
?ifliﬁthllnghua- o ?iﬂf_f{.ﬂJ;* ~ Hunan élsagﬂn?umb-r 25. 1955

lengaf |
Kictas &

.--_I

. "ll-l—-.""—--""\"'ﬂ"

_‘lLahl{ ,_H

.
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Document 1|

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS RELEVANT TO MINORITIES
DURING THE REPUBLICAN PERIOD, 1912-1949

1912°

""Cltizens of the Chinese Republic are all equal and there shall
be no raclal, class, or religlous distinctions."

""The Provinces, Inner and Outer Mongolla, and Tibet shall each
elect and depute five members to the Legislative Assembly, and
Chinghal shall elect one member.'

19142

""Citlzens of the Chinese Republic shall be equal before the law,
lrrespective ul' race, rank, or religlion."

19233

"Citizens of the Chinese Republic shall be equal before the law
wlthnut distinction of race, clus, or religlion,"

“Inner and Outer Mongolla, 'I'llut and Chinghal may, In compliance

with the common wish of the people of tl'u areas, be dlvlded lntu
two grades, the province and the dl:trlct:. and be guvamud I:y
the provisions of 1:!11:I chapter [entitled. The. Local. _Sy:.__tm].. pro-

vided that, pending the utlbllshmnt of the pmlnus and dl: i f_"‘_g
tricts, their -dmlnlstrttlw iystm Il'll" In pnl:crlbcd by lu. e
P TR i'jl_:";{ﬂ““-ﬁ*

fhr.'q"lﬁabifﬁ
Iu, lrrasp.ctlw uf un. rm, mllglmﬁon 4:::1:-} EAGES
. : ! fﬁ_ faiis .' ..1
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: -b- pus:ribud by IH. .
an lhl” be :unpoud of nnmh-r: uhu sh:ll be

d municipal counclls, and local cnm:lls
n-u r.ll:lnns ruldlng ahrulﬁ.

Republic of China."

“All citlzens of the Republic.of China, Irrespective of sex, reli-
glon, race, class or party afflllation, shall be equal before the

"The number of delegates [to the National Assembly] to be elected
by various minorities In frontier regions shall be prescribed by

]m.ll

""Members of the Legislative Yuan shall be elected in accordance

with the following provisions:

(1) those to be elected from the provinces and by the munl:lpnl-

{tles under the direct Jurisdiction of the Executive Yuan shall
be flve for each province or municlpality with a population of
not more than three million; where the popul ation exceeds three
mililon, one additional Member shall be elected for each addi-

tional one milllion;

(2) those to be elected from Mongollan leagues and banners;

(3) those to be elected from
(4) those' to be e
glons;

(5) those to be elected by Chi
(6) those to be elected by occupational groups.

The election of Members of the Legisiative Yu
ted In accordance wlith I tems (2) to (6) s slull

thmu to be elec

w

"The 5upurvl:ury Yu
‘elected by provincial an
of Hongolln and 'l'llut.

and Chi

Tibet;

"‘I'ho Itltl shﬂl l::ord tn tlu \'ll"lﬂl.ll
I\olr ltItl.ll qnd :hqg ,gfwo,,, thwmgf * g

__ul

't-

mlnnrttlu In ht frontllr sy i“‘"’“‘*

s 5%
"'"E "-;-n-.
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lected by various minorities In frontier re-

nese cltizens residing abroad;

an and the nwbar of
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conservation, public heal th,

and other economlc and
soclal -
prises of the various minorit o

les In the frontler re

glons. With
res
PecCt to the utllization of land, the state shall, after taking

Into ac
count the climatle conditions, the nature of the soll, and

the |
l [fe and habits of the people, adopt measures to protect the
and and to ass|st In Its development '

All quotations are from Willlam L. Tun
. g, The Political |n-
stitutions of Modern China (NI]hoff, 1964) and Ch'Ten Tuan=
The Government and Polltlcs of Chln;, 1912-1943 (cambrl:;:_sﬁfiz:.

Rarvar versity Press, 1950); ;

L ]

! | ~ |
Provisional Constitution of the Republic of China.
1912 (Tung,. 322-3)., o " _ na, Harch 1,

2Cunstltutlnnll Compact, May 1, 1914 (Tungi 326).

3constitution of the Republic of China, October 10, 1923 -
(Tung, 332 and 343; Ch'len, 436 and 445).

“Pruvlslnnal Constitution of the Republic of China for the
Period of Political Tutelage, June 30, 193] (Tung, 344). |

scnnstltutlun of the Republic of China, Duﬁumbnr 25, is&ﬁ
(Tung, 351, 355-8, 365; Ch'len, 447, hk9, 452, 454, and 460),

- s s J i
e .
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Document 2

CONSTITUTION OF THE SOVIET REPUBLIC (excerpts)#
(November 7, 1931)

Article 13. The Soviet government of China guarantees true
religious freedom to the workers, peasants, and the toiling
population. Adhering to the principle of the complete separation
of church and state, the Soviet state nelther favors nor grants
any financial assistance to any religion whatscever. All Soviet
citizens shall enjoy the right to engage in anti-religious propa-
ganda. No religlous Institutiors of the imperialist shall be
allowed to exist unless It shall comply with Soviet law.

Article 4. The Soviet government of China recognizes the

right of self-determination of the minorities In China, their

right to complete separation from China, and to the formation of

an Independent state for each minority. All mongollans, Tibetans,

Mlao, Yao, Koreans, and others living on the territory of China

shall enjoy the full right to sel f-determination, [.e. they may
el ther join the Union of Chinese Soviets or secede from it and
form thelr own state as they may prefer. The Soviet regime of
China will do Its utmost to assist the minorities In liberating
. thumuﬁus from the yoke of Imperialists, the Kuomintang militar-

Ists, local chiefs, the princes, lamas, and others, and In

achleving complete freedom and autonomy. The Soviet regime must

encourage thi development of the cultures and of the respective

languages of these peoples.

' - k. A Documenta History of
*Brandt, Schwartz, and Fal rbank, % '_E—%S’i)'
Chinese Cnmn:nlsm (Cambridge: Harvard University Fress, U

220-4.



Document 3

Mao Tse~tung,
THE PROBLEM OF MINORITIES*

(April 24, 1945)

The Kuomintang's anti-popular clique denies the existence of
many nationallities in China, and calls all minorities besides the
Chinese '""tribes' [chungtsu]. Following entirely the reactionary
policy of the regimes of the Ch'ing dynasty and of the Northern
warlords, It has brutally oppressed and explolited the minorities
in every possible way. Clear cases are the massacre of the Mon-
gols of the |k'ochao League in 1943, the armed suppression of the
minorities In Sinklang since 1944 and the massacre of the Hul
people in Kansu In recent years. These are manifestations of the

erroneous ideology and policy of Chinese chauvinism,

In 1924, Dr. Sun Yat-sen wrote in his Manifesto of the First
National Congress of the Kuomintang that '"the Principle of Nation-
alism of the Kuomintang has a twofold meaning, first, the self-
liberation of the Chinese nation, and second, the equality of all
nationalities of China'" and that '"'the Kuomintang solemnly de-
cllra!tthat It recognizes the right to self-determination of all
nationalities in China and that a free and united republic of
China (a republic of China based on the free union of all nation-
alities) will be established after the victory of the anti-
| Imperalist and anti-warlord revolution."

The Chinese Communist Party fully agruhs-wlth Dr. Sun's

i
it liehho chengfu,' Mao Tse-tung hsuanchi (Peking: Jen-
i ch o anahe 196K 2L 1 |TBE- T 3t ran s ate g ilios BAN TARS

" Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung (Peking: Foreign
e e R ER

Languages Press, ;
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policy on nationalities as stated above. Communists most active-

ly help the broad masses of all minorities to fight for it, and

help them, Including all thelr leaders who have ties with them,
to fight for thelir political . economic, and cultural 1iberation
and development and to bulld up thelr own armles to safeguard the
interests of the masses. Thelr spoken and written languages,

thelr customs, traditions and rellglous beliefs must be respected,

The Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia border reglon and the liberated
areas in North China have for all these years adopted a :urrucf
attitude towards the Mongol and Hui nationalities, and the work
among them has been frultful.



Document 4
THE COMMON PROGRAM OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE'S POLITICAL
CONSULTAT | VE CONFERENCE (excerpts)

Article 9. All natlonalitlies in the People's Republic of

China shal] have equal rights and duties,

Article 50, Al nationalities within the boundaries of the
People's Republic of China are equal.

They shalj establish unity
and mutual aid among themselves, and sh

all oppose Imperialism and
their own public enemies, so that the Penﬁlu'i Republic of China
will become a big fraternal and cooperative family composed of
all its nationallities. Greater nationalism and chauvinism shal]
be opposed. Acts involving dlscrlmlnatlun, oppression and spljt-

ting of the unity of the various nationalitles shall be prohibited,

Article 51, Regional autonomy shall be exercised in areas
where national minorities are concentrated and various kinds of
autonomy organizations of the different nationalities shall be
Set up according to the size of the respective populations and
regions. In places where different nationalities |ive together
and in the autonomous areas of the minorities, the d{ffnrant na-
tionalities shall each have an apprnﬁrla;l number of representa-
tives in the local organs of political power, '

Article 52, .Aliamlnaritlus within the boundaries of the
People's Republic of China shall have the right to Join the .

ey R Gy e e T e S T

*Blaustein, Albert P., Fundamental Lagal Documents of Com-

munist China (South Hackensack, New Jersey: rmuun

Eﬂ., ISE!], 37, 5"52...
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People's Liberation Army and to organize local people's public

security forces In accordance with the unifled military system of
the state,

Article 53, All minorities shall have freedom to develop
their dialects and lanquages, to preserve or reform their tradi-
tions, customs and religlous beliefs. The People's Government
shall assist the masses of the people of all minorities to develop

their political, economic, cultural and educational construction

work.
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Document 5

Chou En-lai,
RELATIONS AMONG NATIONALITIES (excerpts)?®

(October 23, 1951)

In the course of the Past year and more, the central govern=
ment has dispatched visiting missions to areas populated by minor-
ities, and delegates of minorities have also come to Peking for
meetings and other purposes, These and other activities have
served to strengthen further the ties between the central govern-
ment .and the various minorities, and stimulated the latter's un-
derstanding of thelr motherland. The growth of the movement to
resist U.S. aggression and ald Korea has further added to the
education In patriotism amuhg our mlnurltl_ns whose overwhelming

® T SRS N e TR g T i et i i

W ia.-"“-i:.r 1 -_

majority deeply love and warmly support Chairman Mao Tse-tung and
'thn central gqrurnmunt. The long=-standing disunlity and antagoni sm
of the past between the nationalitles and within each one of them

has now given way to unity and cooperation,

Regional autonomy for minorities and democratic-coalltion

governments of nationalities are now being established step by

step. Excluding Inner Mongolia, altogether thirty governments of
autonomous areas and fifty-one democratic-coalltion governments ofl-ﬁ‘_ e
o n;tlnlmll'tl'u have been Iitlh”lhld'p" ringl_an from :hm-:hiu to e
~ township level, ' These governments have, on the whole, achleved
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The state trading agencies are tryl'ngr In various ways to -
~ extend thelr spheres of work in minority area '
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possible they initiate a policy of trading at parity prices. o
even at subsidized prices, to organize the exchange of gggg, e
a result, prices for local products have generally been rolseg
three or four times and even as much as over ten times,

The Ministry of Public Health of the central governmen« o
the varlous local governments concerned have dispatched mgns =S
cal and anti-eplidemic teams to work In minority areas, or nge
helped the minorities to establish their own medical aend heg o

_..%urgm]“:lun:. These teams have been enthusiastically welcgepr

by the minorities.

At the moment, we have only limited capacity to restors e
develop cultural and educational work among minorities, e
less, the central government and the various local governegmes
concerned have all done thelr best to train cadres for mingrisums_
We have now more than 50,000 cadres of minority origin whe om

withdrawn from production to engage In full-time work among s
minorities In varlous parts of the country.

All thl: ls only the beginning - a good one at mt-fr,:-
fundamental solution uf the nationallty question In our ot

_ At present, we should pay attention to the follawing smims

% In mlr mrk
Ve In n:cnrdlnc- with the h;:l: prlnclpln of m

. ﬂl&trnliam and» the l‘rltllll of I'Ipl"llﬂtltl\‘l mfcm , -

»-should averywhere effect the full appllication of the potisy =
yton autonomy. for minorities and of th- dumcutlmui-

ﬁgl’nnﬂ
3 ""W'-Wimmts of nationallitles. The autonomous rlghts Pf“- |
ed. The Mﬂﬂ-l

- mous: areas should be appropriately defin
W orguu must suit the Pl“““t stage, °' devs| opment "*

we must not simply trmﬁr ﬁﬂ_
chlncu tu luu m:ﬂ

ﬂﬂﬂﬂ

!'Hw:tlm minorities, -and
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{5
facilities In the minority areas.

3. We should in all areas Populated by minorities spread
and deepen thelr education In patriotism and the movemen

t to re~
sist U, S, aggression and

ald Korea; we should rehabl 1] tate and
develop stage by stage their cultural and educational facllities,

and especlally establish and develop In a planned manner and on a

selective basls, Journallistic and publishing facllitles,

4. Everywhere we should continue to carry out extensively

A8 the pollicy of training cadres from among minorities, strengthen

: their political and Ideologlcal education, and acquaint them wi th
the policles of our government, so that they can competently deal
with thelr day-to-day tasks and glve proper leadershlip,

. >. Appropriate reforms within a minority are a necessary
stage through which It must pass, In order to develop and prog-
ress and reach the level of the more advanced natlonallties. But

F = e |
e PR

these reforms must sult the characteristics of the present stage
of development of the minority concerned. They must accord wlth

T e TR e NN TR P T B,
3. -_-llf i . 5 .I
-l i e o iy T -
i bty Rl T = e

the will of the majority of people of the minority concerned. To
carry out these reforms, suitable measures must be adopted and
the cadres of the minority concerned relied on,

b By s s o R L e T e

6. We should continue to educate the Chinese, especially

e R T g N R

the Chinese cadres, to serlously respect In all ways the right to
equality of minoritlies, the opinions of their people, and to
eliminate Chinese chauvinist Influenc®sof varlous kinds, At the
same time, the minorities themselves must constantly alm.tu over-
come tendencles of local natlonalism, secure the help of the
Chinese and other more advanced minoritles, study the ﬂxpurl?ncgg
gained by these natlonalities, and Induce thelr own cadres to

e i T

work for the good of their minority.




Document 6

DECISIONS ON MEASURES FOR THE ESTABLIS
HMENT OF LO
DEMOCRATIC-COALITION GOVERNMENTS OF NATIONALITIES (excgitts)*

(February 22, 1952)

Democratic-coalition governments may be established In the

followlng areas:

1. A province (or sub-province), municipality, chuan-ch u,

country, district, township (or village} where the Chinese constl-

tute the overwhelming majority of the local population while the
minorities make up ten percent or more of the population;

2. A province (or sub-province), municlipality, chuan-ch'U,

tawnship (or village) where the minorities con-

county, district,
population but where

stitute less than ten percent of the local

relatlons between the di fferent nationalities are such as may

affect the local administration iIn varlous aspects;

3. An area where the inhabl tants belong to two oOf more

minorities, but jolnt autonomy Is not belng practiced;

4. A locallty within an autonomous area where the Chinese

are exceptionally numerous;

where for some speclal reason, the

5. Any other locality
t of natlonal I_-

establishment of a derrn:ratlc-:nalltion governmen
tles |s deemed necessary and Is approved by the government of a

Greater Administrative Area orf by the Government Administration

Council of the central gove rnment.

stablishing dem:ratlc-caalltlan governments

The purpose of e

e —————— S — T,

*Polic Towards ___r__f—"P
China (Pekln Foreign anguages

L
L |

¢ Republlic of
nalitles _a_t the People S c of
Natlo of !oﬁ' - E-
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local organs of state Power. The name of the government need not
thus be changed,

Each democratic-coalltion government of nationalities is a
form of state power at a local level, The general regulations,

of the representative conferences and of the governments in pro-
vinces, municipalities, countles, districts, townships (or

villages) shall, In general, apply.to the organlzation of such
bodies In areas where there are democratic-coalltion governments,

with the fol lowing supplementary provisions.

|. Regarding representative conferences,

. The number of representatives from the different nation-
alities to the local representative conferences shall be appro-
priately determined and allotted through consultation, on the
basis of the ratio iIn population of the different nationalitlies in
the given area. Due consideration shall be glven to any minor-

Ities with exceptionally small populations,

2. Representatives from the different nationalitles to the
local representative conferences may, according to actual rela-
tions between the natlonalities In the areas, be elected or
appointed either separately or jointly by the people of the dif-

ferent nationalities,
3. The number and cholce of members ﬁf'th"cﬂﬂiﬂlt*t'“°
commi ttees; or the standing committees of the representative con-

ferences, shall be decided through full consultation, with due
consideration given to minorities with relatively small popula- _

tions.
# Representatives from the different nationalities shall

have the right to use their own languages, both spoken and wrl t-

ten, at meetings. |
5. The representative conferences shall att?ch-tha*samu:.
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Importance to proposals and opinions put forward by representa-
tives from minorities as they do to those submitted by other rep-
resentatives. Decisions on specific problems concerning a certain
minority shall be made only after agreement has been reached

through full consultation with representatives from that minority.

|1l. Regarding governments.

1. The number and cholice of members of government councils
shall be decided through full consultation, with due considera-

tion given to minorities with relatively small populatlons,

2. Government counclls shall respect the functions and
powers of members from minorities and shall, In particular, con-

sult with them fully on questlions concerning minorities.,

3. The varlous departments of governments shall endeavor to
absorb personnel of minority origin into thelr work; they shall

assist them in every manner, with proper consideration for their

ways of life.

4. Governments shall, In the exercise of their functions

and powers, adopt as far as possible the languages of local minor-
itles.

5. Governments shall Introduce reglonal autonomy for minor-
Itles to areas under their Jurisdiction where people of minorities

are concentrated, in accordance with the General Program of the

People's Republic of China for the Implementation of Reglonal

Autonomy for Minoritles.
6. Governments shall fully guarantee the right to equality
to the minorities in areas under thelr jurlsdiction; Inculcate In

the people of each nationallty respect for the customs, traditlons

and religlous beliefs of other natlonalities; promote unity and
nationalities; and outlaw discrimina=

mutual assistance among the 1 -
tending to provoke dlssension be

tion, oppression, or any act
tween natlionalities.

[ [ T S
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7. Within the limits of |aw and the
government, as well as
local

decrees of the central
of the local governments of higher levels,
governments may draw up special requlations suited to the

condl tlons among the natlonalltles In the areas under their

Juris-
dictlion. Such speclal

regulations shall be submitted for approval
to the governments of the two next higher levels and for registra-

tion through Successive levels to the Government Administration
Counclil of the central government.



Document 7

Ulanfu,

REPORT ON THE GENERAL PROGRAM FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
REGIONAL AUTONOMY FOR MINORITIES (excerpts)™

(August 8, 1952)

In implementing regional autonomy, we all felt that a law
governing the process was needed, so that regional autonomy could
gradually be established in accordance with such a law in minority
areas and the policy towards minorities, as laid down In the Com-
mon Program, be carried out correctly In all autonomous areas.

The enactment of such a law was an epoch-making event in our
country. The directives Issued by Chairman Mao Tse-tung and the
central government concerning various Important questions of
principle in the implementation of regional autonomy for minori-

tles and the experiences gained in actual work provided the basis
for the enactment of such a law,
The Nationalities Affairs Committee of the central govern<

e with the decision of the Government Administra=
to call last December an enlarged

ment, in accordanc

tion Council, was therefore able
meeting of the second session of the Committee which was In the
conference of the country's minorities.
ined in the implementa<

nature of a representative
This meeting summed up the experiences 9a

tion of regional autonomy for minorities
on the question of regional autonomy for

in important questions that
The most important fact

in all areas and

achieved unity in views
minorities, with emphasis on certa

require attention in Its implementation.
of this meeting was that a praft General Program for the Imple-

mentation of Regional Autonomy for Minorities was put forward.

RRTIER E AR e
*policy Towards Natlonallities g_t the Peo le.'.s FlaEubH: of
Eﬂlﬂﬂ,(PEEfngz Forelign [anguagus Press, 1953) , .



» the Government
mong the Greater
Provinces concerned. On February 22 of

by the Government

cal and Legal Affairs Sectlon and the Natlonallties Affalrs
Section of the First Natlonal Committee of the Chinese People's
Politlical Consultative lonference. Now It Is before the central
government for examination and approval.



Document 8

GENERAL PROGRAM OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REGIONAL AUTONOMY FOR MINORITIES (excerpts)™

(August 9, 1952)

Chapter I: General Provisions

Article 1. This program is in accordance with Articles 9, 50,
51, 52, and 53 of the Common Program of the Chinese People's Politi-

cal Consultative Conference,

Article 2., Each autonomous area is an integral part of the
territory of the People's Republic of China, The autonomous organ
of each autonomous area is a local government led by the government

of the next higher level, under the unified leadership of the cen-

tral government,

Chapter II: Autonomous Areas

Article 4. The following types may be established: (1) when
inhabited by one minority; (2) when inhabited by one large minor-
ity including certain areas Inhabited by other smaller minorities;

(3) when jointly established by two or more areas, each inhabited
by a different minority.

Article 5. According to economic, political, and other re-

quirements of locality, and with due conslideration of historical
rea may Include some districts,

background, each autonomous a
Where Chinese are concen=

towns, or cities inhabited by Chinese,

trated, no reglonal autonomy is necessary; l
same as in the rest of the country; but where they are exception

tab-
ally numerous, a democratic-coalition government shall be es af

lished,

the organs are to be the

e ————

& : people's Republic of
Policy Towards wﬁbﬂi .F.E"-Ig-;ﬁ_—mj-b- |

E'.‘..L“_E_ Peklng: Foreign anguages Fress,

© A (“



Article 6. The boundaries of each autonomous area shall be

properly demarcated, In accordance with the
4 and 5 of this General Program.

to demarcate the boundaries of an

provisions of Articles
If It Is not possible properly

autonomous area at the time of

its establ Ishment, temporary arrangements may be made, pending
future readjustments.

Article 7. The administrative status of an autonomous area
shall correspond to that of a township (or village), district,
county, chuan-ch'll or a higher level, depending on the size of
Its populatlion, its area and other factors.

Article 8., In designating an autonomous area, the name of
the minority shall be prefixed with the geographical denomination.
Exceptions are permitted in special cases,

Article 9. In demarcating and readjusting the boundaries of
an autonomous area and in deciding Its administrative status and
its name, proposals shall be brought forward through consul tation
between the government of the next higher level and the represent-
atives of the minority or minoritlies concerned. These proposals
shall be submitted to the government of the next higher level for
approval. In the case of an autonomous area of county level or
above, these proposals shall be submitted to thn.Gnvarnmunt Admin-
Istration Councll of the central government for ratification. All
proposals, approved by the local governments of different levels,

- shall be submitted through successive levels to ':th'"'iwm“'“ﬁ' :
Admlnlstratlnn'Cdun:ll'ﬁﬁr'rlglitrlttun4 | AT e A

. S v %
i

Chapter I11: Autmmu? Organs = ... I3dipa
"Article 10, Autonomous organs are the organs of m'ta:m.-.
of the peopls In aitonomous areass L
I Article il. Autonomous organs shall be set up according to

the basic principles of democratic centrallsm aﬂﬂﬂuf'§hfiqy§temluf

3 . ' " | '
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Article 12, Governments In autonomous areas shall be com-
posed mainly of members from the minority or minoritles exercis-
Ing reglonal autonomy, with the participation of an approprlate

number of members from other minorities and the Chinese Inhabiting

the same areas.

Chapter IV: Rights to Autonomy

Article 15, The autonomous organ of an autonomous area may
adopt the language most commonly used In the area as the chief
medium of Intercourse in the exercise of Its authority. But when
the autonomous organ exerclises [ts authority over a minority to
whom this language is unfamillar the language of the latter minor-

Ity shall also be adopted,

Article 16. The autonomous organ of an autonomous area may
adopt. the spoken and written language of the minority or minor=
Itles of the area for developing thelr culture and education,

Article 17. The autonomous organ of an autonomous area may
take necessary steps to train cadres from among the minorities In
the area who have a highly developed sense of patrlotism and
close contact with the local population.

Article 18. Internal reforms shall be carried out In an
wishes of the majority of

ted with the

autonomous area In accordance with the
Its people and of the local leaders who are associa
people,

Article 19, The autonomous argah"nf an autonomous area may,
~ Subject to the unified financlal control of the state, administer
3 th' area's finances within a sphere prescribed by the cuntr_al
govemmentt and the local governments above Its level.

economy Is to be In

Article 20, Free development of the ,
for economic

accordance with the unifled economic system ’"dl plan

“Onstruction of the state.

S - am
+ Article 21, The autonomous organ of an autonomous LLad Tl
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take necessary and approprl ate Steps to devel

education, arts, and heal
inhablting the area.

op the culture,
th services of the varlous minoritlies |

Article 22. The autonomous

Oorgan of an autonomous area may
organize its own loca) security f

orces and militia within the
unified military system of the state.

Article 23, In compliance with the provisions of the laws
and decrees of the central government and the local governments of
higher levels, and within the limits of its autonomous Jurisdic-
tion, the autonomous organ of an autonomous area may draw up
special regulations for the area, which shall be submitted for
approval to the governments of the two next higher levels. Sucn
special regulations, when approved by the local governments of
higher levels, shali be submltted through successive levels to
the Government Administration Councll of the central government

for reglstration.

Article 24, The above-enumerated rights to autonomy shall
in principle apply to all autonomous areas; the scope of their
application shall depend on the administrative status of the

autonomous area concerned,

Cnapter V: HKelations Between the Nationalities of an Autonomous

- Area .. 7.
1 Article 26." The autonomous organ of an autonomous area .
~shall guarantee to all people In the area, lrrespective of
nationality, freedom of thought, speech, publication, JS%QMbIY.I
assoclatlion, correspondence, person, domicile, change of d:ﬂlﬁl:n_
rulfglnu: bellef, and the freedom to hald process fons “:: ::“"
strations, as stipulated In the Common Program of thﬂlc_t":u'luﬂt
Pﬂﬁpl;'s Puﬁltt:ul Consultative Conference, and the r th .
‘and to be elected according to law.

s area
Article 29, The autonomous organ of an auféngm?f _
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shall educate and gulde the people living In the area towards
unlty and mutual assistance between all natlonalitlies of the coun-
try, and towards love for the People's Republic of China In which
all nationallties live together In a spirit of fraternity and
cooperation like one big family,

Chapter VI: Principles of Leadership for Governments of
Higher Levels

Article 31. Governments of higher levels shal| make adequate
appralsals of the special characteristics and actual conditions In
the current stage of development of the various autonomous areas
so that thelr directives and orders wlll conform both to the gen-
eral 1ine in the Common Program of the Chlnese People's Polltical

Consultative Conference and to those speclal characteristics and

actual condltions,

Article 32. Governments of higher levels shall assist

autonomous organs [n the tralning of minority cadres, and assign
sultable cadres for work In autonomous areas according to requl re-

ments.,

Article 33. Governments of higher levels shall assist

autonomous areas In their political, economlc, cultural, and

educational development.

‘Article 34. Gove rnmen tsof hlghaf levels shall take appro”
of the autonomous areas with

P""t! measures to acqu:tnt people
about political, economi €

thl advanced experiences and cnnd!tluns

and cultural dawlupmnt. .
|s shall educate and

Article 35. covernments of hlghnr leve
f equallity, fraternity,

Iul!t the people In observing an attl tude O
unity, and mutual asslstance among the natlonalities.

Chlptar Vil: SuPp]gmnt!w Pfﬂ?'!'m!

ons. for reglonal au
where €

tnﬂOﬂlY shall be

Artlcle 36.. Preparati he initlal stage of

'“'d'-l where mlnurltles are muntratud.
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Article 38, Measures for the Implement
autonomy In districts inhablted by
populated mainly by Chinese shal] b
Government Admlnlstrétlnn

atlon of reglonal
minorities within citles

© Separately drawn up by the
Councll of the central government,

Article 39. This General Program proposed at the enlarged

second session of the Natlionallties Affalrs Commission of the
central government becomes effect!ve after adoption by the
Government Administratlve Councll of the central government.

Article 40. The right of Interpretation and of amendment of
the General Program rests with the central government,
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Document 9

SUMMARY OF BASIC EXPERIENCES IN PROMOTING REGIONAL
AUTONOMY AMONG MINORITIESH

(June 15, 1953)

A O F ACIAN 1 1B s %

During the past three years, much experience has been galned
in prnmutlng the work of reglional autonomy among minorities.

These are the most basic experlences:

(1) Full account must be taken of every aspect of work con-
cerning the special traits and concrete conditions of the differ-
ent nationalities. The minorities dlffer from the Chinese people

In politics, economics, culture, rellglous convictions and cus-
toms. DIfferences exist, too, between the various minoritles,

and even between the tribes and relliglous sectlions within a
There-

TTe:TH. I TP IEVIETLYY |

minority and between the agricultural and nomadic areas.
st start from their con=

e

fore, work among the various minorities mu |
crete conditions. The speclal characteristics of each minority
‘must be fully considered and the concrete conditions of every

{onal
tribe must be given special attention when the policy of regiona

d and experience used
auton Into practice. The metho
e : not be mechanlcally applied

and gained In the Chinese areas must T[4 |
to the minority areas. This we must bear in mind whe d or where
‘‘cantemplated In areas where autonomy Is to =% Il1tr'::mll""m:‘;rul Pro- ReA%
It has already been Introduced. Article 31 of ?Mfﬁ::! Central

- “‘gram for the ll;ﬂlﬂnﬂﬂtltlnﬂ of Regional Autonomy :1 s R

~ People's Government stipulates: ngovernments: of a:tﬂr}!tlﬂl'_ and -
shall make adequate appralsals of the special char |
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actual condl

various autonomous areas, so that thel r directives and orders will

conform both to the general llne of the Common Prog
Chinese People's Polltical Consul tat|ve

special characteristics and actual condl

ram of the
Commi ttee and to these

tions." ([Document 8]
Experience from varlous places proves that when

cording to the principle stipulated above

work Is done ac-

» the necessary results
are achleved and support Is recelved from the minoritlies. For

Instance, when the Tibetan autonomous district In Slkang Province
and that in Yushu in Chinghal Province were established, the
principle followed was that the political, economic, cultural and
religlous characteristics of these districts were fully considered
and unity was achieved with all leaders (including those In
religious clircles) who maintalned good relatlons with the people,
The result was that the broad masses of people rallied round the
government of the autonomous districts and social order was

quickly established and the work of setting up autonomy was well
accompl i shed,

Conversely, due to the lack of sufficient knowledge about the
soclal characteristics of the minorities and the erroneous appli-
cation of the measures adopted for land reform In the Chinese
areas, dissatisfaction was caused among certain minorities, result-
Ing In confusion for a while and damage to the work of regionai

autonomy.

At present conditions show that disregard for the special
characteristics and concrete condltions of the minorities and-the
mechanical application of the experlence and me thods ga:’n:d an:w
employed in the Chinese areas [s a sign not Just ”l;ﬂt:l h::{,wl
minority districts but Is rather widespread. Certain hig

| -
work of reglonal autonomy. This state of a
he localitles concerned and steps

various places,

thus damaging the
falrs merlts the attention of t
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should be taken to prevent and rectify It,

on the other hand, It must be pointed out that ime re<ianlcal
appllcatlun of the experlences of the advanced natlcrali: =3 and
greas which disregard the actual and hlstorical congitiors is, of
course, Incorrect and must be opposed. But we have "o 2z _sction
|f such experience is appropriately applied as local anc “'stori-
cal conditions permit, As Artlcle 34 of the General Proczram for
the Implamntatlun of Regional Autonomy stipulates: "Covernments
of higher lavels shall take approprlate measures 1O 3CQué 1L peo-
ple of the autonomous areas with the advanced experience: and con-
ditions about political, economic and cultural sevelopmert,”
[See Document 8.1 Experience shows that to learn and ao:z y pro-
perly, as local and historical condltions require, advanizd ex-
perlence Is necessary for the smooth progress and seve! myment of
the varlous autonomous areas. The ldea and method of = _2cting

the advanced experiences and thus restricting one's own :rogress

s harmful to the progress and development of the minorizies and

the autonomous areas and must be properly corrected tnmough

persuasion.

(2) Unity must be further s trengthened and conso! zated

both between and within the varlous natlonalities.
requisite for reglonal autonomy and one of the aims of -—2gional

Trhis is a pre-

autonomy.

With the abollition of oppressive rule and the i mp ementation

of the policy of natlonal equallty, China's various rationallties,
ve been living in @ anity aknown ir

over the past three years, ha
the misunde

the country before. In some places,
natlonalities ha

mlsunders tanding
The remaining

by history among the various
out, but In some places such

not yet been completely removed.
o The same is true <% the par-

Natioraily,

nationalism must not be uﬁarluﬂkﬂd'
nationaltsm that exists amof

Chinese chauvinism poses the

rstandi1gs createc
ve been vrrually wipes
s still esist OF haw

:afluences of locz
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relationshlps among nationalitles.

natlonallsm and the trend towards local nationalism ig for all

minoritlies to follow the pl"Il'H:lplﬂ of Harxlsm-l,unlnl:m to
]

strengthen educatlon concerning patrlotism and Internatlonalism

criticism. At the
moment, It Is most essential to educate the Chinese cadres and

and educational pollcy, and to practice self-

people and lead them to carry out self-criticisms In order to
overcome Chinese chauvinism and the remaining influences of
Chinese chauvinism. Chinese chauvinism, in essence, Is an expres-
sion of the bourgeols thought of nationallty relatlons. The
bourgeols thought, particularly Chinese chauvinism must first be
overcome in our natlonalitles work before equality among natlon-
allties can be truly reallized and the varlous minorities effective-

ly helped to overcome all sorts of local nattonallsm.

| In Tibetan and other minority areas, credit Is due to the
initlative of Chinese cadres for thoroughly discussing and re-
examining, In the form of self-criticism, the thought and work
style of Chinese chauvinism; the minority cadres, deeply moved,
voluntarily criticized thelr thoughts of local natlonalism and
asked the Chinese cadres to help them to find the way of progress.
By so doing, mutual trust took a step forward among the nation-=
alities, and thelr unity increased; this led to a new development

In the work of regional autonomy. Such experience Is nfurth learn-
Ing.

In the course of setting up regional autoromy, disharmony be-

| n areas
tween natlonalitlies Is particularly pronounced. In certal '

of
some of the minorlties:thought that after the realization :
y could llve separately from the Chinese an

reglon the :
PAS0a oy tononys Chinese feared that they

get along without the Chinese while the g
would be '"bullled or become a minorlty'' and some O

that
Planned to leave the areas. Other minorities had misglivings

would be
after the enforcement of reglonal autonomy they wou
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d|5crlmlnated against and would be unfalrly treated and they

to worry. The leadership organs and personnel of the areas con-

cerned must foresee these conditions. Ourlng the preparatory

stage of setting up an autonomous area, they should proceed from
unlting with the varlous natlonalitles, fully respecting their
clghts of equality, educating them In patriotism and internation-
alism, taking the initiative to d!spel thelr misunderstandings

and misgivings, and consulting with them so as to obtaln their

began

ASIAN IRk KT

e s

consent to the various important projects concerning the establish-

ment of the autonomous areas before work actually begins. In this

way, the process of preparation becomes a process of strengthening

and consolidating unity among all natlonalities. Facts show that
this has been done in the varlous autonomous areas and friendly
cooperation achieved, making it possible for the work to be ac-
complished satlsfactorlly and for a foundation to be laid for the
further solidarity of the varlous nationalities. Experience also
shows that where thls method has not been followed, the work s

adversely affected.

Experience shows that a minority exerclsing reglonal auton-
omy very easlly neglects the interests of other natlonalities In
the same area. It s essential that the people of such a minor
Ity should gua'rd against these shortcomings, pay constant atten=
tlon to the Interests of other minorities and of the Chinese and
help the other minorities in the area to establish thelr own

autonomous areas.

This is the only possible way to win the trust of thadpenpla
Of other minorities in the area, to strengthen and consol | a:t
the unity among the various natlonallties and to derive bene

e che development of its cons tructfon undertakings. Any
minatlon against other

thought op - to discri
. r work method leading other nationali-

Nationalities or disregard for the Interests of

ties ls erroneous and must be prwentad and overcome.

: every
As the work of reglonal autonomy 3. carcied ks

e LI\ 2
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N be achleved among them, thelr disputes
settled and thelr mlsunderstandlngs Cleared up

areas are established. A)] important

before autonomous

questions concerning the
establishment of such areas MUsSt be considered In the light of the

Interests of all sides as described above. They should be called

upon to achleve unity through mutual respect and consultation un-

der the guldance of an hlgher=level government,

Over the past several Years, much has been done to settle the
internal disputes arlsing among the various natlonalitlies in dlIf-
ferent places and great success has been achleved in unity, re-
sulting In the eliminatlon and amel loration of antagonisms which
had existed for a long period of time among the different natlon-
allities. Rowever, the further strengthening of unity in the
various areas, tribes and religlous sects of minorities is still a
very Important task In the promotion and solutlon of the natlon-

alities problem and contlinued efforts must be made as required by

different conditions existing In the varlous locallitles.

Experience shows that In order to successfully unify the dif-
ferent nationalitles and among the tribes, districts and rellglous
sects of minorities, attention must be given to work among those

minority leaders In various flelds who have close relations with

the people. Since they are Influential and enjoy a prestige among

the people of thelr own natlionality, this will fa:llltat:lthu :::—
o
cessful performance of the mass work providing they do this w

regional
well, Therefore, on all Important questions relative to reg

Ined. In
autonomy, they must be consulted and thelr agreement obtalne

raans and in
the preparatory structure and In the autunumusiut: i
other kinds of work, they must be given appropria

leaders of the
- k progress. The 1
helped to do thelr work and to seek p of the people; the leader-

X e will
various minorities must. respect th ssistance of

btain the a
ship of the higher-level governments must ©
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chinese cadres, and forge ahead with maximum effort

Wwith aggression as Its basis, Imperlalism has done all in Its
power tO sabotage the unlity of the different natlonalitles In
China. Many instances have been exposed where imperiallsm and Its
lackey, the Chiang Kai-shek remnant bandits, have Inclted the
minorities to riot. Ample proof has been found of such criminal
acts showing that almost every rebellion in the minority areas
has been instigated by secret agents and counter-revolutionaries
and has resulted from senlor Indlviduals of the minority having
been first duped by the enemy plots. This state of affairs de-
mands a high degree of vigilance on the part of the people as
well as thelr leaders of the minoritles. Steps must be taken to
expose the enemy, to penallze the counter~revolutionaries and to
strengthen the education of the people towards patrliotism in order

to deal with these acts of sabotage on the part of the enemy.

(3) The autonomous governments should steadl ly become truly
national [mintsul In character. This |s the key to the consolida-

tlon of national unity and to strengthening the ties between the

government and the people.

This "nationallzing' of the local government Includes, ac-

am of the People's Republic of China

cording to the General Progr
litles

for the Implementation of Regional Autonomy for Nationa
drawing the majority of the personnel [n the government from the
predominant minority in the autonomous area, ta
number of government officials from the minorities and the Chinese
Within the area, adopting a form of self-government analogous to

the will of the majority of the people and the leaders of th;: area,
' . In
and adopting a national language common to the whole ares

exercising its power with regard to & pa

the area which does not use the of flclal 1anguage, e
f the parttcular nattonallty instea o

king 3 sultable

should yse the language ©
the officlal language.
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Following the establishment of autonomous areas
»

the tralni
and growth of minority cadres have made i

much headway. The various
autonomous areas already have a certaln number of

minority cadres
who participate in the

varlous kinds of work In the au tonomous
organs and some of them have assumed the powers of leadership

Most of them maintain close tles with the local people, know the

local conditions well, have been tempered In the course of their

work, and have raised their political and cultural levels and

working ability to a definite level. This success Is Insepérahle

from the solicitude of higher-level governments and the assistance

of the Chinese cadres. However, achlevements In this work stlll
lag far behind the progress of constructlon work In the autonomous
areas, and greater efforts yet must be made by higher-level
governments in this respect so that a proper number of cadres and
personnel may be trained and chosen from among the patriotic
Intellectuals of the mlnoritles, the actlvists among the masses,
and those leaders who keep In close touch with the masses. It Is
necessary, therefore, to check up and summarlze experiences, and,
as local condltlons permit, overcome the shortcomings which exist

In training minority cadres.

The establishment of autonomous areas and the development of
the various construction projects In such areas depends much upon
the unity and cooperation between the Chinese cadres and the minor=
Ity cadres. The Chinese cadres taking part In the work of the
autonomous areas most wholeheartedly serve the minorities and play
an Important role in training cadres for the various autonomous
areas with the support of the minorlty cadres. They deserve our
Praise. However, some Chlinese cadres stt!l retaln t'ha bad wurk;ng
Style of not mspactln; the functions of the minority cadres ':
of tending to usurp thelr authority. This must be overcome an't
Corrected so as to factlltate the tralning and growth of minority

Cadres,

| -]level govern-
Concerning minorlty languages and styles, higher le

| no wrltten
MNts must help those minorities which as yet have

e
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" he language may become a means of communication and also help in

)

i

)

- €, the central government last year d
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|anguag® gfithal rEonT toicreateithel riown languages: these will
corve as instruments of communication and help them to develop
helr WO culture. Where the officlal language Is unsuitable for
adﬂ,;ﬂiz—,.nmrlm;g a particular minority, the language of that parti-
clar minority should be used. Where a spoken language already
ﬂha,—a;tarizaa a minority but has not yet been codifled as a
written language, assistance should be given to committing that
language to writing. This is both a very urgent and complex

problem and requires careful investigation and study. A practical

plan should be formulated and implemented step by step, so that

the development of the culture of that minority. At the moment,
assistance should be given to those who wish to learn Chinese and
other minority languages, but in no case should there be any com~
oulsion, Those minorities which already have taken Chinese as
thelr own language should be actively helped to learn Chinese,
The traditional culture and art of the different minorities

should be maintained and enriched by absorbing new ideas. Our
work In this respect is far from sufficient and greater attention

is called for. The customs and habits of the minorities should

be respected. In other things, such as naming an administrative

Wit within the autonomous area, the minority style should be

“nsidered. In this connection, much has been done and great

f rom
success has been achieved In many aytonomous areas. Apart fr

JOuS
the Inner Mongol ia Autonomous Reglon and the Yenplen autonomo

rew up plans for the
betan
devel opment of a language for other places such as the Ti o
-
i“t”'"?mus areas in Sikang. The various administrative org
S i1 s t rengthened their B
the Tibetan language-

g the Tibetan 1anguage. and
th the

the finance-economic organs have a
n .
* who are engaged in translations of

w“"’“ Cadres In the area are studyin

"tices ang prepared In 0

' lals are all
propaganda mater February of

T
%tan ang Chinese languages- Beginning in

purﬁnn'
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this year, all documents are. pre
» and the

Ins trument of the area
This |s grattfying,
the qudarﬁhlp organs In cer-

Tibetan language has become the Princlpal

government for admintstrat|ve PUrposes

However, there are also cases where

use of minority lanquages ang styles, |n other Instances Indl-
]

vidual cadres have even forced the minorities to Speak Chinese

and even to dance In Chinese
rice-planting dances Instead of thelr own folk dances. All this

and to wear Chinese-style clothes,

is quite incorrect. The question of minority style Is one which

relates to the rights and the develaopment of a minority. This is
very important. Much of our work cannot penetrate deep Into the

masses of the minoritles unless It |s done In the minority styles,
The various minorities have the right to preserve or change their
own habits and customs as well as thelr own characteristics In ac-
cordance with the wlll of the majority of the peoples and thelr

leaders. Compulsion Is nelther correct nor permissible, However,
respect for minority styles doesnot mean the preservation of such
styles or forms which will hinder the progress and development of

a minority or which the pecple and their leaders desire to reform.

This point also merits our attention.

(4) Governments should assist the autonomous areas In exer-
clsing thelr autonomy. Under the unifled system and plan of thah
country, the various autonomous areas have the right to establis

al
thelr own polltical, economlic, financial, cultural and education

us
Systems and local armed forces. The exercise of these autonomo

rities at
rights wlll arouse the Inltlative of the varlous mino e
: a re

thelr different stages of progress to a great degree

' d cultural
fore provide an Impetus to the pollttcal, economl{c an S
The autonomous rtghts in the au

development of the areas.

nage their own
areas are the rights of the minorlty peoples to manage #
.' rs of the highest Importance.

affairs; they are, therefore, matte

ﬂnl upﬂl‘l the
The Proper exercise of such rights depstie n:nts :on::rnud but
ﬁ'“*“"? respect of the higher-level govern .
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also upon thelr quidance and assistance., As things stand
an now, |t

can be seen that most higher-level governments have made

offorts In this respect, but there are others which do nﬂ:ﬂu:
enough respect for the autonomous rlghts of these areas SiITT
others consider the autonomous organ which Is equal to ::he admini
rrative district organ as the highest local organ, but orders al:-:-
transmitted, not through the autonomous organ, but directly to Its
subordinate organs. This is Incorrect. It Jeopardizes the work
of reglunal autonomy and causes dissatlisfaction amonq the people
of the autonomous areas, who complain that ''things remaln the

same even after the establishment of the autonomous area.'' These
nistaken ways of administration on the part of the relevant higher-

level governments must be checked and rectl fled,

We lack experlence in exercising the rights of autonomy by
the autonomous areas. What experience we have already galned has
not yet been put together and studied. Therefore, our concrete
neasures must be subject to further study. Work in this connec-
tion Is underway, and it Is hoped that everybody will make sug-
gestions so that definite measures may be drawn up at an early
date,

(5) As conditions permit, tremendous efforts should be made

by the governments to help with the political, economic and cul-

tural work of the areas, as this Is one baslc way of solving the
| autonomy In

nationallitles problem. The application of reglona
This can

'tself will not entirely solve the natlonal ity problem.
omlc and cultural level of

only be expected when the political, econ
catch up with

at they can

Therefore, after ti%

th -
¢ level of the advanced nattonallties.
attached to

tonomous areas are first set up, Importance must 58
the question of political, economlc and cul tural develop
the Preparatory SCageslfar the autonomous qreus and In handling
telr natyral compos 1 tion and boundaries, the Jcandltluns for the
*“lﬂpmn; of the people of the autoOnomous areas must be given

ment. [N
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speclal consideration,

Some minority areas wh|ch
which several minoritles Co-exist
ships and districts 'nhabi ted by Ch
were demarcated. This 's due to ec

make full preparations In advance and nothing should be done iIn
haste. On the other hand, in certaln minority areas, due to
limitatlions caused by geographical, economic, natlonallity and
cadres factors, it Is not advisable to establish, or to establish
at this time, large autonomous areas. If autonomous areas are
established while conditions are stil] not mature, it would be to
the disadvantage of nationallity relationships and the national
deve lopment,

Higher-level governments must concern themselves with the
hardships of the people of the minoritles in the autonomous areas,
particularly those living In the mountainous districts and those
living In places where the natural conditions and production con-
ditlons are unfavorable. Since these people are already exper-
Iul;:lng great difflculties In making a 1lving, the governments

should show them special concern and help them find thelr means

of Itving and production., An attttude of [ndifference towards

d. Where
these people is extremely incorrect and must be m:::::5 S
possible, assistance should be glven, as local con R :u
to help them develop thelr economy and r:ult!ure and so 9: Lo
omen
Improve thelr material and cultural ltfe. At them :

developing
help possihle should be glven towards Impruvl:Q ::dn“.luml
thelr agricultural and pastoral production. AS
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defense and the future development of the varlous minorities,
certain capltal construction may be undertaken as the natlon's
financlal conditions permit, but careful Inves

nust be carried out first to determine the nec::j:::rn:n:n:u::T:TI-
ity of such undertakings, and no general demand should be made

for all places. In the fleld of political, economic and cultural
development In the autonomous areas, the various higher-level
governments have done a good deal in the way of training cadres,
developing agricultural and pastoral productlion, developing trade,
and developing medical and health work, Thts has recelved the
warm support of the minorities. But in certaln places, not enough
has been done and greater efforts are still required. Any lack
of attentlion to the cultural, economic and political life of the
minorities is unjustiflable and must be corrected, Of course, If
demands are made blindly and In disregard of concrete conditions,

these would be without foundation and should not be put forward.

The economic and cultural development of the minorities is

Inseparable from their political and soclal reform, The autono-

mous organs In the various autonomous areas should, In accordance

with the will of the people and thelr leaders, prudentlv carry out

such reforms at places where conditions are already ripe; this Is

both permissible and necessary.

The above is a summary of the baslc experience galned In the

implementation of raglnnal autonomy.
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Document 10

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBL|C OF CHINA (excerpts)*
(September 20, 1954)

Preamble.

All the nationalities of our country are united In one great
fami ly of free and equal nationalities. This unity of China's
nationalities will continue to galn In strength, founded as It is
on ever-growing friendship and mutual ald, and on the struggle
against Imperialism, and against both Chinese chauvinism and local
nationalism. In the course of economic and cultural development,
the state will concern Itself with the needs of the different
nationalities, and, In the matter of soclalist transformation, pay

full attention to the speclal characteristics in the development

of each,
Article 3.
The People's Republic of China Is a unified state of many

nationalities. All the natlonallties are equal. Discrimination

against or oppression of any nationallty, or any act that under-

mines the unity of the natlonalities, Is prohibited. All the

nationalities have freedom to use and foster the growth of thelr

spoken and written languages, and to preserve or rafnrmvt:q:r
own customs or ways. Reglonal autonomy shall be exercised in

t =
areas entlirely or largely Inhabl ted by minoritles. Such au m?

of
mous areas are Inalienable parts of the People's Republic

China.

: | d.) The Chinese Com-
xTranslated in Theodore H. E. Chen (e : ST o7,

g ' er
munist Regime (New York: Frederick A. ?rug




Article 67.

The organs of self-government of al} autonomous reglions
‘autonomous chou and autonomous counties are formed in accnrd;nca
with the basic principles governing the organization of local
organs of state as speclified In Section 4 of Chapter Il of this
Constitution. The form of each organ of self-government may be
determined In accordance witn the wishes of the majority of the
people of the natlonality or nationalities enjoying regional

autonomy in a glven area,

Article 68.

In all autonomous reqlions, autonomous chou and autonomous
counties where a number of natlonalities llve together, each
natlonallity Is entitled to appropriate representation In the

organs of self-government.

Article 69.

The organs of self-government of all autonomous reglons,
autonomous chou and autonomous counties exercise the functlions
and powers of local organs of state, as specl fled In Sectlon &

of Chapter || of this Constltution.

? Article 70.
.

all autonomous regions,

The organs of self-government of
omy within

dutonomous chou and autonomous countles exercise auton

the 1imits of the authority prescribed by the Constitution and by
law, The organs of self-government of all autonomous regions,
countles administer thelr own local

autonomous chou and autonomous
cribed by law.

finances within the 1imits of the authorlty pres

utono-
The organs of self-government of all autonomous_ reglonss :ll
' c
Mous chou and autonomous countles organize thelr local pu
tem of the

military §Y5
| autonomous reglons,

up statutes

“““fity forces In accordance with the

tate, The organs of self-gﬂ“"“m’"t-nf )

Autonomous. chou and autonomous counties may draw




- 84-

governing the exercise of autonomy and other

special _
sul ted to the political P regulations

» 8conomlc, and cultural characteristics
of the natlonality or natlonalities |n a glven area

and submi ¢
such statutes and regulations to the any

Standing Comml ttee of the
Natlonal People's Congress for approval.

Article 71.

In performing their dutles, organs of sel f-government of all

autonomous regions, autonomous chou and autonomous countles employ

the spoken and written language or languages commonly used by the
nationality or nationalities In a glven area.

Article 72,

The higher organs of state should fully safequard the right
of organs of self-government of all autonomous reglons, autonomous
chou and autonomous counties to exerclse autonomy, and should
asslist the various minorities In thelr pollitical, economic and

cultural development.

Article 77.

Citlzens of all natlonalities have the right to use thelr own

spoken and written languages In court proceedings. The people's
courts are required to provide interpreters for any party unac-
quainted with the spoken or written language commonly used In the
locality, In an area entirely or largely Inhablted by a minori ty
or where a number of nationalities live together, hearings In
people's courts are conducted in the language commonly used In the
locality, and judgments, notices, and all other documents of the

people's courts are made public In that language.
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Document 11
ORGANIC LAW OF LOCAL CONGRESSES AND LOCAL COUNCILS OF
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (excerpts)*
(September 21, 1954)

Article 1, Congresses and counclls shall be established In
provinces, municipalities directly under the central government,
countles, municipalities, municipal districts, townships, autono-

mous townships, and towns.

Article 2. Congresses of provinces, municlpalities directly
under the central government, counties, municipalitlies divided in-
to districts are to be elected by congresses of the next lower
level; congresses of municipalities not divided into districts,
municlipal districts, townshlps, autonomous townshlips, and towns
shall be elected directly by the voters. Minorities In adminis-
tratlve areas shall have an appropriate number of deputies to

congresses of thelr administrative areas.

' for four
Article 5. Provincial congresses shall be elected ftor

Years; all others for two years.

nty con=
Article 6. [Lists twelve functlons and pmr: :: c:'-; Y
s
gresses of which no. 12 reads:] to ensure equal rlg
minoritles.

and powers of congresses

ns
Article 7. [Lists twelve functio of which No. 12

of townships, autonomous townships, and towns,
®3ds:] to ensure equal rights of minorities.

thelr functions and powers, the congresses ©

terl
thelr charac
-3 a‘-hpt cun:rutne‘muasuraa sulted to

"""\.______

*isinhua, Peking, September 28, und
msulata-&n;rﬂT, Hg;lg Kong, M_E_Q_E_B_lﬂrﬁ,—-,

5, 1954) , 6-14,

1954; t"“""';:f 3
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Article 10, Congresses of provinces
y

munlclipall ti
under the central government : es directly

» Countles, municipalities,

and municl-
pal districts meet twice a Yéar, or once a year In provi

nces with
poor roads; townshlps, autonomous townships
»

and towns meet eve
three months, LY

Article 20. Deputies shall keep In close touch with the

people and report on them to the congresses and counclls

Article 24, All local councils throughout the country are
administrative organs of the state under the unified leadership of

the State Council and are subordinate to the State Councll,

Article 25. The size of the councils shall be as follows:
provinces 25 to 55 members, counties 9 to 21 members, autonomous

townships 3 to 13 members.

Article 26. Provinclial councils shall be elected for four

years: all others for two years.

Article 27. [lists seventeen functlons and powers of coun-
clls of counties and above, of which No. 16 reads:] to ensure

the equal rights of minorities. The provincial councils shall
help the minority areas In thelr provinces to enforce reglonal

autonomy and help the minorities to develop political, economic,

and cultural construction,

Article 28. [lists seventeen functions and powers of coun-

and towns, of whlch No,

clls of townshlps, autonomous townships
In exercising thelr

17 reads:] to ensure rights of minoritles.
counclls of autonomous townships may

functl d powers, the
unctions and powers, aracteristics.

adopt concrete measures sulted to thelr ch

' meet
Article 29. Counclls of countles and above shall

every two months; all others twice a month.



Document 12

Chou En-latl,
REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE GOVERNMENT (excerpt)*
(September 23, 1954)

In the matter of improving the people's material well-being
and cultural life, the Central People's Government has paid spe-
cial attention to areas inhabited by minorities. We have consist-

ently advocated and pursued a policy of helping the minorities

develop their economy and culture so as to enable them gradually

In the past few years, economic and
of trade falrs In

to attain a real equallity.

financial departments have organized a number

minority areas, at which business was transacted at falr and rea-

sonable prices, and have extended various kinds of loans in sup-
andry and herds of the minorities.
in Improving

ve sent a large

port of the agricul ture, husb

All these measures have played an important part
Public health departments ha
minority areas prevent or

1so establ 1shed medical

their economic 1ife.

number of medical workers to help the
and have a

reduce the spread of epidemics,
and nine county hospitals

or health centers there. Three hundred

were opened in the minority areas In 1953 Rthereaiess P h
n

hospitals for minorities in the country as a whole and more tha

o e minorities.
In the fleld of education, taking the country 3
the enrolIment of minority students was a3 fol lows s e s
2,546,000 primary school pupils, 163,000 secondary school st s
and 5,500 students In institutions of higher luaming-dl::r:aw
140,000 minority personnel of government nd peliSs ducation.
been trained elther in schools orf by othel e th o ﬂ'f Pt

y-eight

udents
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Document 13

CONSCRIPTION LAW OF THE PEOPLE's REPUBLIC OF CHINA (excerpts)*

(February 7, 1955)

Article 2. It is the duty of al| male citizens of the Peo-

ple's Republic of China who have reached the age of 18 to perform

military service according to the provisions of this law, irres-

pective of nationality, race, occupation, social status, religious
belief, or education,

Article 12, The State Council and the administrative organs
of the state in provinces, autonomous regions, municipalities
directly under the Central People's Government, autonomous chou,
hsien, autonomous hsien, an:;l municipalities shall set up conscrip-
tion conmittees to direct conscription work. The organization and
duties of the conscription committees shall be determined by the

State Council.

Article 13. Conscription bureaus shall be set up in all provinces,

dutonomous regions municipalities subordinate to provincial govern-
li=

ments, autonomous chou, hsien, autonomous hsien, and municipa

of con-
ties, Conscription bureaus are military organs in charge
scription work.

 before
Article 16. All male citizens who have reached age 18

register for military service

June 30 of year of call-up should ot~

) ly 1 upan
and take preliminary physical examinations bEf?r:IJl.l : der

inalitie
Fication of the conscription bureaus of e

ted In Theodore H. E.

: 1a
*NCNA, Peking, February 15, 1955; Era02.S. 0y rick A, Praeger,
Chen, The Chinese Communist Regime (New YOTX:
196?] 1—31-]-9-
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]urlsdlﬂtl'“" of the Central People's Government ,

hslen, and municipalitles.

Article 17. The State Councl| shall determine the number of
persons to be called up for active duty each year, measures of
call-up and quotas for provinces, autonomous reglons, and munici-
palities directly under the Central People's Government. Quotas
glven by provinces and autonomous regions to hslen, autonomous
hsien, and municipalities shall be determined by the people's

counclls of provinces,autonomous districts, and autonomous chou.

Article 18. A reqular nation-wide call-up shall take place
from November | to the end of February. Local dates are to be
fixed by the conscription bureaus of provinces, autonomous re-

glons and municipalities directly under the Central People's

Government.

Article 19. There shall be a certain number of call-up

statlons within each area.

hslen, autonomous

it avs MM
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Document 14

Central Committee and State

CONSOL I DATE GUIDANCE OVER AGRICULTURAL PR
MINORITY AREAST™

(SEptcmber 12, 1956)

Cuuncil_

ODUCER COOPERATI VES IN

'l.""":.- SPANE AR ke Bdm h T e

.

There are, in general, many differences in the economic con-

- e ‘_,_&?"H-

ditions between minority areas and other inland localities, All
have their own production and livelihood characteristics, There-
fore, in carrying out the agricultural cooperativization movement
and the work of establishing cooperatives, this work should be ar-
ranged in such a way that it will be in line with the principle of
self-willingness and will also take into consideration the charac-
teristics of different nationalities., |If this is not done, it

will affect production and solidarity among nationalities,

In areas where many nationalities reside, every different
nationality should establish its own cooperative, so as to elimin-
ate differences in production, in modes of living, and in the re-
ligions of different nationalities. Only when cooperative members
of a nationality are incapable of establishing their own coopera=
tives or when it is absolutely necessary, will the formation of
jolint cooperatives of different nationalities be permitted.

nationalities, close

Among the jolnt cooperatives of different
special

further expansion of the
y have mastered.

interests

attention must be paid to the
abilities of various kinds of
Particular attention should be pald

production which the
to safeguarding the

e e e vl
| d organizational

: an
*1on strengthening production Jeadership I NCNA, Septem-

| ratives
construction of agricultural producer ?D:::Genurﬂl: Hong Kong,
ber 12, 1956, translated in U.S- Consula

' 2,
i"L"_“.E.Y.E_t China Mainland Pre.ss, No. 138
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of cooperative members in minority areas, 3o as to Insure a
great-

er Income for minorlty cooperative members .
In cases where minorities are unable to render mutual ass|

, sist-

ance due to certain difficulties, the abrupt

merging of coopera-
tives so as to form joint cooperatives Is not permissible

Attention should also be paid to the training of leading
cadres in minority areas. Joint cooperatives of di fferent natlon-
alities should be established on the basis of the stipulations
prescribed in the program of cooperatives and absorb more outstand-
ing persons from among different minorities to take part iIn guid-

ing the cooperatives. Respect must also be pald to the customs

and practices of different minoritles.

In order to further develop animal husbandry cooperatives In
pastoral areas, it is necessary to adopt a much more rigid and
effective guiding principle. Under the principle of further devel-
oping the animal husbandry Industry and other favorable conditions,

Il“"'"? organs at varlous levels of different minorities should

conscientiously establish animal husbandry cooperatives on a trial
basls, so as to draw experiences from this experiment, and gradual-

ly disseminate these experiences among the peasants of various

minoritles, Any haste in carrying this out should be completely

tliminated,
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Document |5

Liu Shao-ch'i,

POLITICAL REPORT OF THE ¢
' ENTRAL COMMITT
FHE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY (ex“rpt:?*ur

(September 15, 1956)

It is an important task in the conduct of state affairs to
deal correctly with questions concerning minorities. We must put
still greater efforts into helping the minorities make economic
and cultural progress so that they can fully play a positive part

in the socialist construction of our country.,

Very great changes have taken place in the conditions of the
minorities in the past few years. In most areas a decisive victory
has been won in democratic reform and soclallist transformation
within the minorities. Of the more than thirty=five million minor-
ity people in China, twenty-eight million inhabit areas where
socialist transformation has been basically completed; 2.2 million
inhabit areas where socialist transformation is being carried out;

and nearly 2 million inhabit areas which are undertaklng.dmcraf-
3 million still inhabit areas which

In the future, in
rans-

tic reforms; thus only some

have not yet carried out democratic reforms.

tt
regions which still awalt democratic reform and soclallis

formation, we must continue to pursue the ;
0

been pursuing all along. That is to say, all ""h S s

deliberated in an unhurried manner and settled throug

jnority con<
tion by the people and the public leaders of the m: it
being in accord with the wishes

peaceful means must be
uld be resorted to. In

rms must be

cerned, the settlement
In carrying out reform,

o violent struggle sho

1956, 68-72.

minority itself,

persisted in, and n

*Peking: Foreign Languages Prnssf



-94-

regard to the members of the upper strata of the minor(t]
es,

af
they have glven up explolting and oppressing the ter

hat they do not
. suffer as regards political treatment or [n thelr standards of
0

the state will take appropriate measures to see t

living, and will convince the people of thae need for co-operation

with them for a long time to come. |n regard to rellglous beliefs

in the areas of the minoritles, we must continuously and persistent-
ly adhere to the policy of freedom of religlous belief and mus t
never interfere in that connection during social reform. We should
help those who live by religion as a profession to find a proper
solution of any difficulties of livellhood with which they are

faced.

In order that the minoritlies may grow Into modern nationali-
tties, the most fundamental thing, the key, besides carrying out
soclal reforms, is to develop modern industries In the areas they
Inhabit. During the First Five-Year Plan period, the state has
established a number of new iIndustrial bases in some minority
areas and started a number of large-scale modern Industries and
transport services. It will continue to do so In the period of the

Second Five-Year Plan. This Is in accord with the common and

fundamental interests of the people of all natlonallitles In the

uUNtry. The Chinese and all minority peoples should work hard

together for the complete reallzation of this state plan, At the
the minoritles, central
d govern-

up +a num=

Same time, to meet the special needs of

Mnistries and departments and provinclal governments an
minorities, ob-

pugslblltlﬂi

"™nts of the autonomous areas should ste
ber of local Industries in areas Inhablted by the
erving the principle of keeping within the objectlve e
aNnd no¢ going beyond what s economical ly justlfied. “‘:r the
Ustries In these areas, whether they are statecomeile

: ntlion mus t

Centra) authority or are run by local authoritles, attak,ng e
or

0 helping the minorities to Form_thulr,mn W e
i-hd Create their own snlentlfic-technlcal an

$ der
ONne) Only thus can the minorities achieve mo

TN\
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thelr development In a)]

Owing to actual

stand in need of large-scale ald by the

Chinese
out soclal reform and [n economlic Peopiein Carrying

and cultural construction.

Hence the continued Improvement of relations between the Chi
nNese

and minority peoples and between Chinese and minority cad

assumes particular importance.

res
At present, In order to improve

these relatlions, the main thing is to overcome Chine_sh chauvinism

In the past few years, a great many Chinese cadres have been
working In areas inhabited by minorities. Most of them correctly
followed the Party's policy towards minorities, fulfilled the tasks
assligned them by the Party, and earned the appreciation of the
minorities. But there have also been a sectlon of Chinese cadres
who did not respect the authority that goes with the posts of the
minority cadres and their opinlons and, Instead of patiently help-
Ing the minorities run their own house, simply took everything
into thelr own hands. These shortcomings and mistakes are attri-
butable to the tendency of Chinese chauvinism existing In the
minds of some comrades, a ten;enc’f to look down upon the minorities.

As all the nationalitles In China have worked side by side

to glve the country her history and her culture, so too In the
side by side to bulld our great

future they will certalnly work
‘s minor-

soclalist motherland. While the levels attalned by China
It s absolutely not true thaF all

some of them have attained

Chinese people, others
ﬁ:mct, and It Is

ities in thelr development vary,
of them are backward In all aspects.

the same or roughly the same level as the
I ln one or annthﬂl'

have attalned a higher leve them. Each natlon-

worthwhile for the Chinese people to oA f:“': the minoritles are
. dea tna

ality has Its own strong points. The s ople In every"

nese pe
900d at nothing and are Inferior to the Chines '
cteristic of Chinese chauv

ayed by
1s another m

thi hara
ng is a viewpoint c the minorities In

To overlook the lrﬁpnrtant part pl ani festation

t
the Soclallst construction of our country
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of Chinese chauvinism. Although the minarity peoples consti tute
only six percent of the country's total Population, the areas

lnhabltﬂd by them roughly amount to sixty percent of the country's

total area. Many of these areas are rich In various kinds of

industrial resources. 1t is clearly wrong to think that our
country can be built Into a qgreat soclallst country through the

efforts of the Chinese people alone, without the concerted efforts
and active participation of the minorities,

|

All such tendencies and viewpoints of Chinese chauvinism as
mentioned above must be effectively corrected, Only by overcoming
even the slightest manl festation of Chinese chauvinism will It be
possible to successfully overcome the sentiments of local natlon-
alism among the minorities and to enable all the fraternal nation-

alities to unite all the more closely in our big family of the

people's democracy.
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Document |6
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CONSTITUTION OF TH 1
E COMMUN IST PARTY OF CHINA (excerpts)®
(September 26, 1956)

(Goals and Functions, ]

OQur country is a state with many nationalities, Because of

historical reasons, the development of many minorities has been

B e e

hindered. The Communist Party of China must make special efforts

S Lo

to raise the status of the minorities, help them to attain self-

government, endeavour to train cadres from among the minorities,

accelerate their economic and cultural advance, bring about com-
plete equality between all the nationalities and strengthen the
unity and fraternal relations among them, Social reforms among
the nationalities must be carried out by the respective nation-

alities themselves in accordance with their own wishes, and by
cial characteristics.

taking steps in conformity with their spe

The Party opposes all tendencies to Chinese chauvinism and local

nationalism, both of which hamper the unity of nationalities.
Special attention must be paid to the prevention and correction

bers
of tendencies of Chinese chauvinism on the part of Party memoer

and government workers of Chinese national Ity.

[Organizational Principle.]

of the Communist Party of

m on the
idance. The

The organizational principle L
ans ce
China |is democratic centralism, which means ¢

|1zed gu
basis of democracy and democracy under centra

i — e e

china (Peking:

| Part ﬂ¢.1ﬂr17
“Constitution iﬂ%ﬁ-ﬂ. et

Foreign Languages Press, 19507,
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, .trengthen the lively contact between the higher and lower Party
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sarty must take effective measures to promote inner-party demo
c-

racy, encourage the initiative and creative ability of all Party

enbers and of all local .and primary Party organizations and

ASIAN [inx a7y

organizations. Only in this way can the Party effectively extend

and strengthen its ties with the masses of the people, give cor- o
. : :
cect and timely leadership and adapt itself flexibly to various J:

concrete conditions and local characteristics. And only in this
way can Party life be invigorated and the cause of the Party ad-
vance on an ever wider scale and at an ever greater pace. Only
on this basis, furthermore, can central ism and unity of the Party
be consolidated and its discipline be voluntarily, not mechan-
ically observed, Democratic centralism demands that every Party
organization should strictly abide by the principles of collec-

tive leadership coupled with individual responsibility and that

TRy LY Y

every Party member and Party organization should be subject to

3§

Party supervision from above and from below.

TR

, o=
Democracy within the Party must not be divorced from ce

s : d
tralism, The party is a united militant organization, welde
n all its members.

= 1

together by a discipline which is obligatory 0

: lead
Without discipline it would be impossible for the Party to

jes and
the state and the people to overcome their powerful enem

form of
bring about socialism and communism. s theihioles rrect role
co
class organization, the Party must striveitolp Sl

1 1ife and
35 the leader and core in every aspect of the country

the
which reduces
MUst combat any tendency to departmental ism e

Solidarity and unity

: . lr {s the
Yery life of the Party, the source of its strength

*3cred duty of every Party member to pay ¢

TN o

the safe-guarding of the solidarity of thu_

Qtion of jts unity. Within the Party, N°  as is Per
. il urgan;zational P
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splitting the Party or factional a:tlvltlas, to act Iﬂdapuﬂdéhill:_f.r
of the Party, or to place the individual above the collective = it
4 body of the Party, s
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Document 17 :
PRUPOSF\LS OF THE EIGHTH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE CHINESE [

COMMUNIST PARTY FOR THE SECOND FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY, I953-62 (ex:urpt)

: (September 27, 1956)

@ To promote economic and cultural development in the minority

areas, we must improve the work of construction there and by de-
grees bring about a change in the backward state of these areas.

In our minority areas we should develop industry in a

planned and well-prepared way and according to the actual needs
and possibilities. We should pay attention to hulplng expand

agriculture, forestry and stockbreeding. We should help improve

1A
L— their transport, postal, tele-communication, trading, banking and

At the same time, we should also

L devote attention to development of their cultural and educational
forts to train cadres and sclentific and

technological workers from among them; help them to create or re-
ublic health organiza=

form their own written languages, set up p
nema teams; and improve and extend the i

credit facilities step by step.

I-
: work; make vigorous ef

Sy N E
L} - ¥
B

tions, organize mobile ci
-distribution of publications In minority languaﬂﬂ-- il i S g

Iﬂ“ R ;f:rf-:;-
reas should, ln ucr.nrd st *“j,,w,ﬁ:‘v*gﬂ:ﬁ‘,ﬁ
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Document 18

Mao Tse-tung,
THE PROBLEM OF MINORITIES™

(Fﬂbruarv 27, 1957)

The people of the minorities In our country number more than
thirty million. Although they constitute only six percent of
China's total population, they inhabit areas which altogether
comprise fifty to sixty percent of the country's total area, It
is therefore imperative to foster good relations between the
Chinese people and the minorities. The key to the solution of
this problem lies In overcoming Chinese chauvinism. At the same
time, where local nationalism exists among minorities, measures
should be taken to overcome it., Neither Chinese chauvinism nor
local nationalism can do any good to unity among the nation-
alities, and they should both be overcome as contradictions among
the people. We have already done some work in this sphere, |In
most areas inhabited by minorities, there has been a big improve-
ment in relations among the nationalities, but a number of prob-
lems remain to be solved. In certain places, both Chinese

chauvinism and local nationalism still exist in a serious degree,

and this calls for our close attention. As a result of the ef-

forts of the people of all nationalities over the past few years,
soclalist transformation have in the main

democratic reforms and
Because conditions

been completed in most of the minority areas,
in Tibet are not ripe, democratic reforms have not yet been

S —————————

' tradictions
*Mao Tse-tung, On the Correct Handling of Con .

~ Forelgn Languages Press,

Among the People (PekTng:
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carried out there. According to the seventeen-point agreement
reached between the central government and the local government
of Tibet, reform of the social system must eventually be carried
:uut. But we should not be impatient; when this will be done can
only be decided when the great majority of the people of Tibet

and their leading public figures consider it practicable, It has
now been decided not to carry out reforms in the period of the
second five-year plan. Whether or not reforms will be carried out
during the third five-year plan period will be decided in the
llght‘ufd the situation obtaining at that time,
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Document 19

Teng Hslao-p'ing,
ON MINORITIES™
(September 23, 1957)

In all minority areas and among all minority populations
where the socialist transformation of the ownership of means of
production has basically been completed, socialist education
should also be carried out and an appropriate struggle waged
against the rightists.

Social education and anti-rightist struggles among the mi-
norities have the same content as in the Chinese areas, but
stress should also be laid on opposition to tendencies of local
nationalism. Among the masses of the people, the method is to
compare the new society and the old to bring out the benefits
and necessity of national solidarity and unity within the big
family of nationalities under the leadership of the Chinese

Communist Party and the central government, and to expose the

subversive activities of bad elements against national unity.

It should be pointed out to the officials and members of the

upper strata of the minorities that the tendencies of local na-

tional ism and Chjﬁﬂg; chauvinism are bot
to the solidarity and unity of

h bourgeois, anti-

socialist tendencies and a danger

. laid
the various natlonalitles of the social ist motherland. We
past on opposition to chi-

absolutely necessary emphasis In the
4 Foess s and we will continue to

nese chauvinism among Chinese official

e

: -plin Report on r_n—r—'_'
Teng Hsliao=p  1NG, "%55?:1-9'57 —11-3.

(Peking: Foreign Languages
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cirmly opposed to it. But it is now similarly necessary to

stand
ize uppnﬁltiun to local nationalism among minority offi-

emphas
r:.iaiirt

It should be clearly recognized that all those who make use
of local nationalist sentiments and the estrangement between na-
ities left over from the past in order to divide national

tional
unity and undermine the unification of the motherland act con-
trary to China's constitution and jeopardize the socialist cause
of our country. They are all anti-socialist rightists., As re-
gards those extremely bad elements who openly instigate national
divisions, they should be resolutely exposed and repudiated in

order to keep them completely isolated, to educate the masses and

the functionaries.

In In carrying out socialist education against local nation-

alism among the minorities, the key lies with the Party organi-
Bourgeols national ism among the
unity

zations in the minority areas.

people of a minority can be overcome and sollidarity and

among various nationalities can be consolidated only

really proletarian-minded Communist nucleus is formed in each of

them, Party members of all nationalities must understand that

local natjonalism Is an important aspect of bourgeois ideology

which is fundamentally irreconcilable with the world outlook of

d to Marxism=

the proletariat; that it is an idealogy oppose
s [deology cannot

Leninism and Communism and that such a bourgeol

be tolerated within the Communist Party. |

inority
Thﬂrefnru, the Communist Party nrganizatluns in thar:
our-
ire3s must work out plans to carry out education against i
tions,

th 5pg¢ific condli

§¢0(s Nationalism and, in accordance wi
list tendencies

nationa

ma
ke Necessary criticism of the local
| the minorities:

co
"SPicuous among some Party members of

als, the policy LoF

In the sc ority offict
schools training minor!ity 'n the future

“'Iti“] e€ducation there should be chaﬂgﬂd'
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stress should be put on class ed-.._ucatlun in the Marxist-Leninist

position on the natlon, so that the students can acquire a Com-

munist outlook regarding the world and man

It takes a long time to reach a complete settlement of the
nationality question., Therefore criticism of local nationalist
tendencies must not be made too hastily, but should be conducted
carefully from top to bottom under leadership. Such criticism
must have the support of the majority of the Party functionaries
and non-Party activists of the minorities, Chinese functionaries
should continue to pay attention to examining into and criticiz-
ing the tendency of Chinese chauvinism, while local minority
functionaries should lay stress on examining Into and criticizing
local nationalism. Only when constant attention is pald to op-
pose bourgeols nationalism (including Chinese chauvinism and
local nationalism) will it be possible steadily to raise the

ideological level of the Communist Party members and the masses

of people of various nationalities and consolidate and strengthen

the solidarity and unity of the nationalities.

In the minority areas where democratic refarms have been

soclalist transformation is not ye
waged among the gen=

ucted within

t carried out,
completed but

t rightists must not be

the struggle agains d
jalist educatian can be con

eral public., But soc

certain sections and In an appruprlata way. |
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Document 20

Wang Feng,

ON THE RECTIFICATION CAMPAIGN AND SO
CIALIST E
AMONG HlHDRITIESi geslils:

(February 9, 1958)

L

Since the forum on work among minorities held in Tsingtao in
1957 under the joint auspices of the Nationalities Committee (of
the National People's Congress) and the Nationalities Affairs
Commission (of the State Council), Chinese Communist Party com=
mittees and governments Iin relevant areas, under the leadership
of the central authorities and in accordance with the directive

of the Third Plenum of the Central Committee of the Party, have

one after another developed among the minorities the rectifica=

tion campaign and socialist education movement, centered on 0op~

position to nationalism. In these minority areas where the

soclalist transformation of the system of ownership of the means

of production has been basically real ized,
Party, among the cadres and the people, there
on a large scale the great debate over the two roads of capital-
Ism and socialism, and In combination with the criticism of local

Nationalism, there is being debated the
concerning the roads of capitallism and soclalism,

. romoted
Stand and the socialist stand, and there has also been P :
In those minority areas wher

inside and outs ide the
|s belng developed

the anti-rightist struggle.

M
: +o U.S. CMSUIﬂtH
: *Hslnhua, February 28, 1958; tfa“"“'ﬂgén 4-20,
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democratic reform has been basically accompl ished and socialist

transformation has been started, forms appropriate to local con-

ditions are being adopted to

educate the cadres and the people

In those minority areas where
democratic reform has not been carried oyt and the people are

on sociallsm and patriotism.

proceeding directly to the stage of socialism, propaganda and

education are also being developed among the cadres and the
people on socialism and patriotism,

During the past few years, under the leadership of the Party
and the government, with the efforts exerted by the people of all
nationalities and the cadres of various nationalities, gigantic
achievements have been reported in the work among minorities.
Regional autonomy has been set up covering over 90 percent of
minority people who live in compact communities, Socialist
transformation of the ownership of means of production has been
basical ly completed among more than 85 percent of the minority
people, More than 400 modern industrial enterprises have been
established in the minority areas. An army of minority workers,

'already numbering some 200,000, is being built up. The minori-

ties have reglstered varying degrees of growth in agriculture,

animal husbandry, afforestation, culture and education. Their

living standards have shown a certain advance. There are now

more than 400,000 minority cadres working In various posti; i
3
450,000 minority workers and intel lectuals have become member

the Communist Party.

hange.
These achievements have brought about a fundamental chang

en
The unity among the nationalities has been streng

basis and to a degree never seen before.

development among the
where not even a handi-
now have

There |s clear evidence of a surging

various minorities. particularly, those

ctories
craft workshop had existed, let alone big fa '

een or are being
modern industries. Written | anguages have b
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created where these have not existed before, Many schools. h
[ ] 05'

pitals and shops have been set up where previously there had not
been even 3 single primary school, hospital or shop.
motor roads have been extended to out-of-the-way areas., New
cities have arisen where there never have been any economic or

cultural centres, The fall ir the population of a number of mj-

norities has been arrested and their numbers are now increasing

These achievements and changes testify to the correctness of
the policy towards minorities of the Communist Party and Chairman
Mao Tse-tung. Without any doubt, they have laid a good founda-

tion for a leap forward among all the nationalities,

However, on the road of the victorious march of the people,
of all nationalities, we cannot say that no difficulties have
been encountered, but we must rather say that there have been
numerous difficulties. It is worth pointing out that after the
basic realization of the soclalist transformation of the system

of ownership of the means of production in the absolute majority

of minority areas, local nationalism has seen a new growth. From

data exposed during the current rectiflication campaign, such

|deology has found growth not only among 4 few minorities, but

¢t only reflected clearly

but also seriously re-
certain

rather among many minorities. It is no
among certain people nutsidé the Party,
flected within the Party. Some high ranking cadres among
m‘"ﬂfltles also have such ideological trends, Among certain

People, local nationalism has even developed to @ very serious

and alarming stage.,

n
Local nationalism is sharply F""l'-".lﬂ'-'-"':"-'-‘“I in the followind

“) Over the issue of ruglunal autonomy

It finds expression in the disregard for histor £

c

*d actual conditions, and the unprlnclphd denand bvhi s
*tonomoys areas for larger administrative areas and nig

for mi'nurltiﬂii

ical development
ders of

Rallways and
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administrative positions. In certain areas, there even exist
sts to

a grave extent separatist tendencies, the tendency toward
rd se-

cession from the big family of the motherland

(2) Over the issue of relatio : ol
finds expression in the reﬁeruedneszﬁt:::: :::e:a:;:::\;::?' 3
the opposition to unity and cooperation among the nqatin::;rhalit;::ll
the ousting of Chinese cadres and people especially, the rejec-.
tion of the Chinese people's help, and the refusal to learn from

the advanced nationalities,

(3) Over the issue of Communist Party construction, it
finds expression in the opposition to Party unity and solidarity,
the contravention of Party principles, the attempt to split the
Party with bourgeois nationalist principles, the idea that no

Party members other than those of one's own minority can seek

_happiness for this minority, the demand to divide Party organiza-

tions according to their component ratios of nationalities, the

attitude of rejection toward the participation in local Party

organizations by Party members of other nationalities from other

areas, and especially the upp'usitinn to the assumption of leading

posts in local Party organizations by Party members of other

nationalitlies from other areas.
[ty areas in China have

How Is it that, while most minor
system of

virtually realized soclalist transformation In the
ownership of the means of production, local natlonalism has grown
Instead of diminished? Of course, this s not acclidental. Inf
the nation as a whole,. the change in the system of wnarih:: :ha
the means of production has basically solved the Prﬂbl':'-m‘-"h“ nm;‘
socialist revolution on the economic front. However, It

roblems in the

ideological fronts. The reason

p of the means of
between

on the political and the
despite the change in the Sy

ar
production, the Issue is not yet cle
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che socialist and the capitalist roads. This struggle stil]

constitutes the principal contradiction during the period of

cransition. This contradiction is most conspicuously manifested

NNIA TN

in the fact that the bourgeoisie and its intellectuals are not

set convinced, or not yet fully convinced of the justness of the

/

oy
-

change in the system of ownership of the means of production or

A

ws A

the leading position of the proletariat., Part of them even at-
tenpt to seize the leadership of the Communist Party and to re-
store the capitalistic system. And the minorities are not exempt-
ed from this state of affairs. The growth of local nationalism
reflects the antagonism and opposition to socialism by the bour-
geols elements and elements of other exploiting classes among

the minorities who do not accept transformation.

It is evident that among the minorities, too, there must be
carried out a political and ideological socialist revolution in
the wake of the victory in the socialist revolution on the eco-
nomic front. And the struggle against local nationalism is an =
important fact of this revolution. Should it be socialism, or 2
should it be nationalism? This is a basic question involving the ‘s
destiny of the various minorities. It Is also an important ques- =

soat

tion concerned with the unity and solidarity of the great mother= L

it will be impossible to :
on the pul!tical and

y of the mother=

or to

Unless

land, Unless this question Is solved,
Win the victory in the socialist revolution

the Ideological fronts, to consolidate the unit

land and the solldarity among the varlous nationalities,

Strengthen the socialist system in the minority areas.
gress of the

b

this question is solved, the prosperity and pro

Varioys minorities will also be impeded.

5'[1“ the opposition to local nationall e
- a
Prt of the struggle between the WO roads, the contr

g
.
:
8
8
LAY




centiadictions within the ranksioffchefpecplefiintalltatioy
re=

spects. Local nationallsts are bourgeols rightists wearing a
nationalist overcoat. They are reactionaries who oppose soclal-
lsm and the Communist Party leadership and sabotage the unity of
the motherland and the solidarity among the various nationalities,
They are remnants of the feudal society who do not accept trans-
formation. They are mostly part of the bourgeoisie, bourgeois
intellectuals and elements of other exploiting classes. They
form only a very small portion either in their minorities or in
their classes. The contradictions between them and ourselves are
contradictions between the enemy and ourselves, We must thorough-
ly expose and criticize them and completely isolate them, Under
the present circumstances in our country, though as a rule the
handling of the contradictions between the nationalists and our-
selves rﬁay be by means of laying down facts and giving reasons
without resorting to pressure and coercion, the contradictions
between them and us are nevertheless contradictions between the
enemy and ourselves.- People with nationalist tendencies are dif-
ferent from nationalists. The former, though they have certain
ideological mistakes and cherish some erroneous views on the so-
clalist system, the Communist Party leadership, the unity of the
motherland and the solidarity among national ities, and though some
of them have more or less expressed sympathy with and accepted
certain views of the nationallists, are yet, as a ""'"';b::c::”st
accept the Communist Party leadership and to support t '
*Ystem, the unity of the motherland and the sol Idarity among

lc s that they waver
"ationalities, Their chief characterist e
between socialism and nationalism. They are ovole

es
lolting class
Murgaolsla, bourgeois intellectuals and other exp

: of the ptﬂpla
Of the minorities. They form the gre gt them and our®
ween |
“O0perating with us. The contradictions bet ~ We must

s of the peopie:

Sely the rank -
®s are contradictions within G criticism

deal With them according to the prlnclplﬁ
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eathod of cool reasoni " _
unit‘h" adopt the m asoning, aincerel\; point out

these short

rtcomings and mistakes, gently lead them to overcome
comings and mistakes, and persuade them to go ever on-

ard and to take an active part in the struggle against local

sational ism. It must be pointed out that it is an extremely im-

porH"‘ task to Wi
Only by winning them over, can we make the movement

n over people cherishing the middle-of-the-road
attitude.
Jevelop more healthily and win the perfect victory. In this con-

i:?lngcﬂﬂn' particular attention should be paid to strictly dis-

@ tinguishing between the two kinds of contradictions in the course

of the struggle against local nationalism. While we must not

ignore the existence of the contradictions between the enemy and
ourselves and must not classify the contradictions between the
ntionalists and ourselves as contradictions within the ranks of
the people, we must also not exaggerate the contradictions be-

tween the enemy and ourselves and must not handle the contradic-
us as contra=

tions between people with nationalist tendencies and

dictions between the enemy and ourselves.

Both local nationalism and Chinese chauvinism are bourgeois
'deas which are incompatible with socialism in principle and
&%u]d be firmly opposed. For several years the Party has em-

I‘@ phm“”y opposed Chinese chauvinism among the Chinese people.
the implementation of

emphasis was laid
absolutely necessary.

0
t:fing the two nation-wide inspections of
" Mtlonalities policies in 1952 and 1956,

0N ¢
_ rlticizing Chinese chauvinism. This was

f -
i =elELD tendencies of Chinese chauvinism still exist today
: nt‘ Hﬁm:ﬂ.

; the future.
onspicuous

Sl areas, they even exist to a grave exte
i t:l."li"""""'i-"1-1’!! muﬁt continue to be opposed in
I that local nationalism has become so €

Minorities as to form a dangerous tendenc

logy U3t be vigilant, emphasis is called for on Opt

Yy again!t

Nat
|r° inn.‘“"“‘ among the minorities.
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In the course of the present movement, great efforts must be
exerted to lead the majority of minority cadres and people to
distinguish clearly between the socialist stand and the nation-
alist stand over the major Issues of right and wrong, so that
they may generally heighten their socialist and patriotic con-
sciousness, so that the reactionary nationalists may be complete-
ly isolated, so that the objectives of consolidating the socialist
system, strengthening the Party leadership and further consoli-
date the unity of the motherland and the solidarity among nation=-
alities may be achieved. What, then are the basic differences
between the socialist stand and the nationalist stand over the

major issues of right and wrong?

First of all, with respect to the attitude toward the big
united family of the motherland and the relations among the
various nationalities of China, the soclalist stand supports the
unity of the motherland and the solidarity among nationalities,
while the nationallist stand impairs or éven splits the unity of
the motherland and the solidarity among nationalities. This,

then, is the first basic difference between these two stands.

The unity of the motherland and the solidarity among national i-

ties are the basic guarantee to socialist

China's population of over 600 million people, the Chinese ac~
They are also more developed

But they are scattered

construction. Among

count for more than 94 percent.

politically, economically and culturally. i
over places with a total area less than one-half of the ar

rcent
the country. Though the minorities account for only *_slx pe

11
of the country's population and are less developed politically,
yet they are scattered over places

economically and culturally,
Y one-half of the country's area.

with a total area more than

ources.
These places are alsn_rlch in natural res

: nost nationalities

are mingled with each other in the

se e
over, the nationalitles have clo
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form an Inseparable whole. This makes it necessary for them all
to unite and help each other and build socialism by common effort,
|f any natlonality, divorced from the great family of the mother-
Jand and the help of all the other nationalities, tried to devel-
op itself separately, it would not only run counter to the funda-
nental interests of the people of its own nationality but its
efforts would lead nowhere. Hence, only in the big united family
of the motherland under the leadership of the Communist Party,

can the various nationalities in China be united closely among
themselves, help one another support one another, learn the good
points from one another, correct the bad points of one another,

construct socialism successfully, and bring progress and prosper-

ity to themselves, This is the first difference.

Second, unification of the motherland and unity among the
various nationalities are fundamental for the protection of the

people of all nationalities against imperialist aggression.

For a long time imperialist ené roachment in our country

pressed down on the heads of the many nationalities of China

like a great mountain. Only through the correct |eadership of

the Communist Party and the arduous struggle of the people all

over the country did it become possible to throw of f this great
mountalin, and this has enabled all the natiunaiities alike to

gain their liberation, But the imperialists ar
to their defeat, They are still trying by all ma X

| e
Sow dissension among the various nationalities In China, £1eY

der tO
scheme to cause divisions between the natlanalltlﬂ. in Or
¢ enslaving the many

ﬂUf of thls. For in-

nner of means to
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instigated the warmonger Ma Py-f
€ng, an exlle of
the Hui minori
ty

to carry on intrigues for a so-called Taiwan-on=-the-maini
% ~ma
the area of Northwest China inhabited R et o Iﬂ and in
minority,

0f course these intrigues of the Imperialists are resolutel
utely

opposed by the people of all nationalities and are doomed t

to nothing. The people of all nationalities of China helia::?m
close unity as the only way that will give them strength enou rl1n
to protect themselves from imperialist aggression. Any natiu:-
ality, If it succeeds in secession, will not only lose for certain
the great achievements of |iberation and equality which have al-
ready been effected, but will also fall for certain under the yoke

of imperialism once more.

Third, the unity of the motherland and the solidarity among
nationalities are the basic requirements of the historical devel-
opment of our country. In remote days, China was already a
country of many natlonalities practicing the system of central ism,
In the long history of co-existence, the various nationalities
developed economic ties and cultural exchanges among themselves.

On numerous occasions, they Joined forces against foreign ag-

gression, |In common, they protected and developed the territory

of the motherland and created the history and culture of the
motherland. Notwithstanding the existence in history of systems
of oppression which created estrangement among the nationalities,

the connections among the people of various nationa
Saw uninterrupted development. In the past 100 yearss the Sl
perialist invasion of China caused the destinies of the var ious

Nationalities to be :Iusuly'unitud with one another. [N the past
in the people's great revolution led

friendship among the people

thened. Such a
untry led to

inevitable trend, namely,
in common by all

litles still

30 years or so, especially,
by the Chinese Communist Party, the
urther streng
long course of the historical de
the formation of an Irrlazslstlblu and |
the trend toward a united p;npluls China bullt
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national ltiess On such a historical foundation, the varioys
“"'tlﬂniutlﬂs of China set up in 1343 the united People's Repub-
elefstnint Any nationality attempting secession s acting

contrary to the trend of the long historical development and its

basic requl rement.,

The above-mentioned conditions have adequately explained
this truth: Only by uniting themselves in the big united family
of the motherland can the various nationalities of China con-
struct socialism and resist imperialism. Any nationality, if it
attenpts to secede from the big family of the motherland, is
bound to leave the socialist road and follow the imperialist and
colonial road. Either it follows the socialist road which Is a
road to prosperity, or it follows the imperialist and colonial

road, which is a road to extinction. There is no middle course.

The above-mentioned conditions have also adequately explained
that separation, or the so-called independent construction of
nationalities, can be only of advantage to imperialism, not to
the peaple of the various nationalities. Under many circum-
stances, this separatism is |ike a stick, one end of which is
found |n the country while the other end is found outside the
‘duntry, The ""Independence'' movement of Tibet is a good l1lus~
tration of this point.

¢ fnong the various separatist ideas is that of setting up N
o isral republ ics and autonomous republics. This 1s quite
"fong,

political

Historjca] devel opment has provided an economic and o
| e

nu | - L
B (o0 for the setting up of autonomy minorities insi

: he set~
tIn:M country, but has not provided any conditions for t
th Up of

; can the
federal republ ics. Let us ask ourselves: How

I ion
s o account for 94 percent of the country's populatioty
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autonomous republics?

dispersed populations of most minoritjes
»

being the result of historical development
the boundary 1lines separating

these circums tances

y how are we to lay

these minority republics from one

another? How are we to sever the united soclal and economic |
c in-

tegrity formed by the development of history? Obvioys]
federal system 4

the
'S not suited to the conditions in Qur country and

is against the interests of the various nationalities of China in
making progress,

The facts show that our policy of regional autonomy under
the unified state system and not the federal system can solve
China's nationality problems satisfactorily. Regional autonomy
makes it possible for the minorities to exercise their rights as
masters of their country, to develop the minorities and promote
their well-being in line with the situation in the country as a
whole and in their own areas. This policy also unites all the
fraternal nationalities of the great unified country on the basis
of equal political status and equal right, leads them to help and
coordinate with each other and to manage and bulld their country
together. And this creates still more favorable conditions for
the development of the various minorities themselves. The work
of Implementing regional autonomy Is still continuing, The
Kwangsi Chuang Autonomous Region and the Ningsia Hul Autonomous

Region will be set up in the first half of this year; these will

be great events In China's F"«'i'”tl""'ﬂl 1fe and gres: e e

our country's nationalities policy. |

er-
Over the Issue of regional autonomy, there existed an

: [cation
roneouys state of affairs at the beginning of the rectific

hip of

Campaign, namely, the disregard forttls ?nifi!dl'“d::'&:s un-
th ual and. historical con :

e :uuntry, disregard for actu as and greater autono-

Principled demand for larger autonomous e
The various auton

must respect the

omous areas are
MOus administrative positions. -

Inseparable parts of the motherland and
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|eadership of the country. Any ideas setting the united leader-

shlp of the country and the autonomous rights against each other

are wrong. Area and administrative positions must be determined

on the basis of the minority population, the relations among the

alnorities, economic development and other factors, and with ref-
erence to historical conditions. |In this connection, the unprin-
cipled demand for ‘''larger' and "higher' is bound to impair the

unity of the country and the solidarity among nationalities, and

must be opposed,

While opposing separatism, we must also oppose isolationism.
The unity of the Chinese with the people of minorities Is of de-
cisive significance to the solidarity among the nationalities of
thina, At present, certain people oppose the Chinese cadres and
resettiers; some nationalists even abuse their office in state
organs by deliberately filling vacancies with many counter-
revolutionaries and bad elements of their own minorities, so that
they may collude with one another to oust the Chinese. This, of
“urse, is very wrong and reactionary. It must be understood
that the question of wanting or not wanting Chinese cadres and
résettiers is, in a large measure, the question of wanting or not
*nting socialism and prosperity for the minorities. Certain
“Mratists often regard the rejection of the Chinese as an im=
Prtant Part of their program of activities. And those with
:::::hin;“ Ideas, if they do not overcome them, will H'ﬂllz:ll

P to be serious separatists. Hence the opposition tO

antl«
| ch'“ﬂﬂ tendencies constitutes an Important facet of the

try
99le 2gainst local nationallsm.

. P
In ﬂustlng the Ch]ﬂESE. certaln Pgnplﬂ do SO under the p

They describe the
the fraternal

tﬁxt 0
8ffq F the So~called assimilation problem.

rt | -
- SXerted by Chinese cadres and people tO help
Fitieg co nassimilate the

u:irlti“‘“ al fusion Qf |

llru
n Nstruct socialism as efforts to

This, of course, Is absurd. The gradu
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law governing social develo
Pment, However, th
» the fusion of the

accompl ished within a short

' ‘ Process. In the process of
constructing socialism in common, as a result of the vari
ous

natfonalities will certainly not be

time but will need a long historical

nationalities approaching one another and influencing one another
L]

certain signs of fusion have appeared among the nationalitijes

This is not undesirable; on the contrary, it is desirable, We

have all along opposed the assimilation of the minorities by

force, because that is oppression. But we will never oppose the

natural fusion among the nationalities, because this is the pro-
gressive trend of historical development., Closely related to
this is the question of understanding the customs and traditions
of the minorities and the attitude toward them, We think that
the customs and traditions of the minorities are the result of
pecul iar conditions of social life, that they cannot remain un-
changed as the conditions of social |ife change, Besides, some
of these customs and traditions are good while others are not.

To preserve and promote the good traditions Is both desirable and

necessary. But to lay indiscriminate emphasis on preserving and

promoting all the customs and traditions of the minorities or to

do so regardless of their compatibility with socialism, Is very

wrong,
n the socialist stand and the

i fference betwee
Another basic di ol leader=

nationalist stand is that, while the former suppor

ship of the Party, the latter opposes 1T«

¢ Party is the leadership core in the

In his political report de=
Cumradn-: Liu shao-ch'li said,

£ dlSPEHSH Hlth the
the

The Chinese Communis
social ist construction of China.
livered to the Eighth Party Congress:
"The socialist undertakings of China canno

dictatorship of the proletariat.
g a result of th

oletariat,
ig ideol

dictatorship of

proletariat is realized a
Political party of the pr
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Harniim"-“"lnii"‘l possesses a correct political line and organiza-
tional 1ine, and lIs rlch In experiences of struggles and work, its
|eadership is good at gathering up the wisdom of all the peup;e in
tha[ country and translating this wisdom Into a united will and

disciplined action. In order that China may efficiently deal wit.h
the .;umpllcated affairs at home as well as abroad, we must have

the leadership of such a Party. We needed this leadership before.

e will need it again.'' [See Document 15.1]

This adequately shows that it is absolutely impossible for
the various minorities to build socialism without the leadership
of the Communist Party. For reasons of historical development,
the minorities in China are not advanced politically, economical-
ly or culturally. Some were still at the stage of a slave-owning
and serf systems even in the early years after liberation. | f
the Chinese Communist Party did not lead the country along the
socialist road, how could all the minorities register within the

short period of eight years what is universally recognized as

marked growth politically, economically and culturally? And how

could the minorities in their varlous stages of development come

to build socialism, by passing one or several stages of social

development? All this would be obviously imposs|ble.

It must be pointed out that the Chinese Communist Party genu~
Inely represents and protects the interests of all natlonalities
In China. It always persists In the principle of absolute equal”
Ity of all nationalities and resolutely opposes discrimination and
oppression between nationalities. The Communist
"In the struggles of the prnl:tariat of different na
(the ':Uﬂlnunlsu) propound and maintaln the interests 0

Proletariat as up and above the nationalist interests.
cial democrat, ©"€

gions, they
§ the entire

w Lenin

_ but
Mst do more than thinking 10 rerms of one's own nation,

S
houl 4 regard the interests of all nat
an :

; €quality of all nations as up and
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natlon."

The glorious nationalities policy of our Party and it
s

principle and spirit in dealing with the nationalities problem

adequately demonstrate this characteristic of the Party, For

long years, the various minorities of China suffered from op-

pression. The system of oppression was abolished only under the

leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, The policy of equality

We are heading for .

But for the Communist Party
it would have been impossible to achieve the liberation of the

among all nationalities has been practiced.

the magnificent target of prosperity,

minorities on the equality among nationalities, or to have pros-
perity. It is evident that only the Chinese Communist Party

genuinely stands for and supports the interests of the various

nationalities of China. Is this not obviousT?

The people of the various minorities of China must truthfully
and sincerely support the leadership of the Party and resolutely
oppose any words or acts tending to weaken or oppose the leader-
ship of the Party. In the course of the present rectification
campaign, certain nationalists attacked the leadership of the
Party without reserve. Among their utterances were '"The Communist
Party is the party of the Chinese people and cannot stand for the
interests of minorities' and 'We can achleve prosperity even with=
out the Communist Party.' All such utterances are extremely re=
Communist Party is the decisive
factor in soclalist construction. The nationalists attacked the
Party in order to overthrow Its leadership and restore capitalism.
But the majority of the people of the various minorities firmly
belleve in the Communist Party. The consplracy of thf national-
Ists is but "a moth that tries to shake a tree," and, like It,

will be shattered O piecas.

actionary. The leadership of the

jes in the unity and soli-
"The prnletariat can be-

invincible force simply
rought about

The strength of Party leadership !
darity of the Party. Lenin once sald,

come, and will inevitably become, B ical unit? b
N A cuniﬂ”dat‘d by the jdeolog i€
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by the Marxist principles, and the organic material unity, This
organization unites millions of laborers into a grand army of the
working class." |t was also pointed out in the resolution on
strengthening the Party's solidarity adopted by the Fourth Plenum
of the seventh CCP Central Committee, ""The unity of the Party Is
the life of the Party, and the basic principle of Marxism-

Leninism.,"

Just because the solidarity and unity of the Party are of so
great a significance, caertain nationalists with hidden intentions
tried to weaken the leadership of the Party by splitting its unity
and solidarity, They said that Party members other than those of
one's own minority could not seek happiness for this minority.
This, of course, is very wrong. We have all along been of the
opinion that only a sel fless Communist, regardless of his nation-
allty, can closely unite with the majority of the people, can gen-
uinely stand for the interests of the varlous minorities. If a
cadre even though of one's own minority, acts contrary to the
Communist principles and sabotages the unity of the motherland and
the solidarity among the natjonalities, he cannot stand for the
interests of that minority but will even impair them. Since 1ib-
eration, many Chinese Party members have settled down and worked
among the minorities, and have whole-heartedly served the local
people, mingling with the cadres and people of the minorities,
Promoting the soclal progress and prosperity there. and thus Wit

5
ning the welcome and support of the people of minorities. Doe

those
this not exactly demonstrate this point? On the other hand,

local nationalists among the minorities
Interests of the minorities Ihava been expose
Present rectification campaign and found to be
'"air the interests of the minorities from begin

d In the course of the

aduantur:rs who

%0es this not demonstrate the point from anothe
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This is even more reactionary. The unity and solidarity of Part
rey

organizations and the bolshevization of cadres constitute th
ute the

supreme principle of the Party's organizational line, In th
. In the

past, the Party proposed that cadres should assume a nationalit
Y

character, the chief purpose being to foster and utilize the

minority cadres, All cadres, includi i
called upon to penetrate int; thel:c:;:t‘: :T i pbal
reality to understand
the actual local conditions, to note the characteristics of the
minorities adequately, to unite in one with the local masses. In
this respect, the minority cadres have created numerous favorable
conditions., As a result, the Party has all along paid attention
to fostering minority cadres, to recruiting Party members f rom
people of the minorities, and, as far as possible, to promoting
minority cadres to posts in local leadership organs. This is
entirely necessary and correct. And the achievements in this

connection are great. Hence, we will not allow the sabotaging

of the Party principle of unity and solidarity under the excuse

of nationality character, much less the division of Party organ<

izations according to thelr component ratios of nationalities.

n on strengthening the

It was pointed out in the resolutio
the Seventh

Party's solidarity adopted by the Fourth Plenum of

Central Committee, ''TO sabotage the Party's solidarity is to act
of Marx|sm=Leninism, is to help

the Party.' Separatism over the
§ the most dangerous ideas

tending to sabotage the sol ld ¢ the Party, ?ut
ary idea tending to split the unity of

jonalities. |t must

contrary to the basic principle
the enemy endanger the life of

Issue of the Party is not only one ©
arity and unity ©

also a necessarily reaction
the motherland and the solidarity amond nat

be resolutely opposed.

sic difference between the so~

is also ;ha basic dif-
capitaliﬁt road. We
soclalist stand. e

Summing up the above, the ba

cialist stand and the nationalist stand
road and the

ference between the socialist ,
Stﬂﬂd with the

must conquer the natlunalist
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qust conquer the caplitalist road with the soclalist road. Thls
’
then, 18 the great task of the people of the various minorities

in the current political and ideological revolution,

[II
The rectification and sociailist educatlon campaign is gain-
ing momentum among the minorities. OQur task is to continue to
deepen this campaign among the minorities, persist in carrying
through to the end the struggle against local national ism and
strlve for complete victory in the campaign. In the course of
the campalign, attention should be continually paid to the fol low-

ing questions:

(1) Leadership must be strengthened over the campaign, In=
asmuch as the campaign is a thorough socialist revolution on the
political and ideological fronts, the leading bodies of the Party

and government in the districts concerned are required to carry
rmination before it can

the rectification

on the campaign with their greatest dete
achieve a complete victory. On the other hand,
and criticism of local nationalism is 3 complicated work. 8¢
cause of this and also the different conditions of different na-
tionalities and different districts as well as the fact that the
Party foundation is still weak among many minor itles and Coman”
Ist hard core elements of local minorities are still few among -
ome minorities, the leading bodies are required to take a c:::
ful attitude and proper steps to advance steadlly whtlu ~.f.|u4urmt 9
3%ainst any simple and rash approach. At the same time, car

‘ tional ism,
should be i ity feellings with na
t te minority
akentrotirossaLe | errors In actual

aries and peop!

(2) The ity of function
majority | The present ©

1 ampa ign must
Jlven 3 profound socialist education.
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start first among Party members and cadres
’

with emphasis placed
on the Party, It should be brought home to

all Party members and

bt it the standpoint of
Chinese chauvinism or the standpoint of local nationalism, is
»

incompatible with social

cadres that the natlionalist Standpoint, be

'sm, with the proletarian outlook of

nationalities and with Marxism-Leninism and is opposite to the

road of uniting all nationalitlies to build socialism in comnon
and to the fundamental principle of Party-building and that they
should consciously examine and correct the nationalist stand-
point. Where conditions are present, the campaign should be ex-
tended in time to schools, factories and the countryside so that
the broad masses of workers, peasants, intellectuals and clergy
can receive a widespread and penetrating socialist education con-
cerning the nationalities problem, |In factories, the workers and
office employees of all natlonalities should be further impressed
with the important significance of strengthening the unity of
nationalities and the unity of the working class and with their
Interrelations. In the countryside, the peasants of all nation-
alities should be guided to combine their love for natlonalities

with love for the motherland and to combine the prosperity of
e soclalist road; the cooperatives built by

nationalities with th
speclal care to im=

members of several nationalities should take lities
prove the relations between members of various nationa ' :ﬂ;t-
The intellectuals should be enl Ightened on the proletaria

bourgeols
look of natlionalities and helped to overcome thelr rg:m .
In religious clircles, educat

posing bad men and bad

then the patriotic and
i le, who

outlook of nationalities.
loving the country, abiding by law and op

things should be conducted so as to streng s
At the same time, minority p

and country, should be organized
ive general soclalist educa<
in addition, should be

law-abiding conception,
llve in scattered parts of town
by the departments concerned to rece

d
tion together with the local| peop; 8 40 l'rtmemt
called by the nationalities affairs depd
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front work departments of the Party to forums at which th
ey can

caceive socialist education concerning the i
nationalities probl
em,

(3) Place rel iance on the minority hardcore cadres In th
L E'

present campaign, the communist backbone elements among the minor-
ity people must be firmly relied upon, At the same time, the vast
majority of the people must be trusted., |In the process of work
care should generally be taken to thrash out the questions and |
achieve identity of understanding among the minority hardcore
elements first and to rely on them for mobilizing the people of
their minorities, This is the way to ensure smooth progress of
the campaign, It has been proved that the majority of cadres and
people among the minorities earnestly support the Party call and
have actively thrown themselves into the struggle ag&inat nation=
alism. This is an important guarantee of complete victory in the

campaign.

(4) Pay attention to administrative improvement. Our work

among minorities shows some drawbacks and mistakes and, in some

cases, serious ones, Such drawbacks and mistakes must be checked

up and rectified by the Party committees and government organs of

thﬂ districts concerned from time to time. Moreover, at a certain

time the campaign should enter the stage of administrative im=

provement in the splrit of the Party directives. At the stage of

administrative improvement, the way the nationalities policy is

Carried out should be seriously checked up and drawbacks and mis-

takes in work must be rectified resolutely and
Special attention pald to solving some P"‘f"l"l'm""Is whose S0

choroughly with
lution is

Possible and is urgently demanded bBY the local people: 0“':’
| - es

acount’ may we slacken rectification of drawbacks and mista
er circum”

:analism and of oth

*tances, Only thus can we go a St€
With those middle-of-the-roaders amon
Pletely isolate the local nationalists an
Mnorities a step forward. AnY attempt to cOVer ;
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avade rectification must be strictly guarded against and
nd cor-

rected.

(5) Chinese Party members and cadres must seri i
cize Chinese chauvini s
uvinism, The rectification and socialist educa-
tion campaign among the Chinese, Chinese Party members and Chinese
cadres in the autonomous areas must be conducted in the same way
as the Party Center expects it to be conducted in the Chinese

Chinese Party members and cadres should all the more se-
eir Chinese chauvinism which is

areas.

riously examine and criticize th

serious in some cases. The growth of local nationalism must not

be taken as an excuse for slackening check-up and criticism of

Chinese chauvinism, |t appears that some Chinese cadres do not

check up their Chinese chauvinism and some even take the oppor-

e Party's nationalities policy of equality.

tunity to resist th
Only thus can

d must be resolutely rectified.

They are wrong an
equality of national=

e helped to Imbibe the idea of
be helped to overcome local

n, Chinese Party members

the Chinese b

ities and can the minority people

In the rectification campalig
inor

national ism.
ity Party members and

minority and cadres and m
st lay stress on

other but mu
wn natlunalitlas and must
chieve

and cadres and
y and should criticize each

sm of natlionalism among their ©
tionalities soO as to 3

trungthanlng

cadres ma

criticl
avoid mutual antagonism between na

the objective of distinguishing rl

unity.

ght and wrong and s

cast doubt on

growth of local nati
| nalities policy and even take

the correctness of the Party's natio

the view that from now on the polic

discontinued,

the characteristici, customs and ha
n and minority

to conslderatio

ities will no longer Fagi oy
cadres will no longer be fostered. Certainly this V e
in the extreme. The Party's nationalities policy is formy

che Harxist-Lenlnist doctrine on

on the basis of integration of
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nationallities problem with the practice of |
correctness of this policy has been fully h:;::::t:' g
success in our work among minorities over the past ?E:,—:hg zrﬁﬂt
if.gne pays only slight attention to the victory alread?.scﬂ:::

in the unification of the motherland and the unity of all nation-
alities and to the political, economic and cul tural development
gained among the minority people in the short span of a few years,
one will not cast the slightest doubt on the correctness of the
party's policy towards minorities. The growth of local national-
ism is a phenomenon that is bound to show itself in the struggle
of socialism against capitalism. Even if one pays only slight
attention to the class change that is taking place in our coun-
try, one will not cast the slightest doubt on the Party's policy.
The Party's policy of equality of all nationalities, a policy

that also combats nationalism, is a long-term policy which must

be implemented at all times. ANy failure to implement this policy

seriously is not to be permitted.

There are still some people who, in view of the anti-
socialist activities carried on by some reactionary strata and
clergy of the minorities, doubt the necessity for implementing

the Party's united front policy and the policy of freedom in re-

ligious belief among the upper strata. This view Is also wrong.

During the present rectification campalign, some upper strata of

rcles have

launched vicious attacks on the Party and the people. Their anti=
Party and anti-socialist activities that undermine the unification
of the motherland and the unity of nationalities aroused the in~
dl.gn“'““ of the people of all nationalities and a stern struggle
2jainst the rightists. This firm struggle is completely justi=
fled, The bourgeoisie rightists among all nationalities are
Snemies of the people and, {f they are no combatted

S
"d completely isolated among the people,
alisn among all nationalities and the development

¢ resolutely
rhe building of nation~

and prosperity

e A

i 1l."»..--":i

-.n.i b B
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natinnallties problem with the practice '

correctness of this policy has been fu”:fb::;:““"“h et
out by the great

success in our work among minorities over the past years. Even

if one pays only slight attention to the victory already scored

in the unification of the motherland and the unity of all nation-

alities and to the political, economic and cultural development

gained among the minority people in the short span of a few years,

one will not cast the slightest doubt on the correctness of the

Party's policy towards minorities. The growth of local national-

ism is a phenomenon that is bound to show itself in the struggle

of socialism against capitalism, Even if one pays only slight

attention to the class change that is taking place in our coun-

try, one will not cast the slightest doubt on the Party's policy.

The Party's policy of equality of all nationalities, a policy

that also combats nationalism, is a long-term policy which must

be implemented at all times. Any failure to implement this policy

seriously is not to be permitted.

There are still some people who, in view of the anti-
socialist activities carried on by some reactionary strata and

clergy of the minorities, doubt the necessity for implementing

the Party's united front policy and the policy of freedom in re-

This view is also wrong.

liglous belief among the upper strata.
ta of

During the present rectification campaign, some upper stra
religious clrcles have
Their anti-

unification

minorities and some upper strata of
launched vicious attacks on the Party and the people.

Party and anti-socialist activities that undermine the

Of the motherland and the unity of nationalities aroused the in-

di.g"a““" of the people of all nationalities and a stermn s‘trugglﬁ
3gainst the rightists. This firm struggle IS completely justi~
fled. The bourgeoisie rightists among all nationalities are
anaml.us of the people and, if they are not res - 5 ks
and completely isolated among the peoPle: the building ©F.

sperity
alism among all nationalities and the development and prosp

ad R~
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of all nationalities will be put at a great disadvantage, A
« Any

rightist thinking in this respect must be firmly opposed. But
L] u

It must be realized that such reactionaries constitute after all

and among the clergy
of the minorities of the whole country and that the majority of

only a small portion among the upper strata

the upper strata of the minorities and rel igious circles have

made progress in varying degrees under Party and government edu-
cation, Many of them have done much work at different posts and
become state functionaries., While quite a number of persons in
the upper strata of minorities and religious circles object to
socialism in varying degrees and make erroneous utterances and
commit erroneous acts--which must be subjected to criticism and
education--their problems are still problems within the ranks of
the people and they are fundamentally different from the rightists.
Thus, there is no ground to doubt the necessity for continuing
the Party's united front policy. The Party will continue to carry
out the united front policy and continue to unite with and reform
all those that can be united with and reformed among the upper
strata, taking Chairman Mao's six criteria as its political basis.

The upper strata of the minorities must support the leadership of

the Communist Party, support Socialism, safeguard the unification

and unity of the motherland and strengthen their own reform,

Whether the upper strata of publ lc functionaries perform labor

and recelve training may be determined on a voluntary basis and

s and other conditions. To

according to their physical condition
: i ligious belief is

cast doubt on the Party policy of  freedomili LS
all the more groundless., The Communists can on | Sl
policy and no other policy concerning the people’s ral:? :uis $
liefs. Besides, the policy of freedom “-1 roligioss bﬂ :—:Iisiun
long=-term pol icy and, as long as the people bel ieve 1IN : Iu“,t;,
e A S poLICYs But religlous circles mus

ed to ex~
country and abide by laws; on no account are they al low

on anti~
ploit the freedom of religious pelief In carrying

ly enforce this
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sucii”“ activities. It should be pointed out in particular
that instances of bad men and bad things are considerable where
the religious circles of minorities violate the rule of loving *
the country and abiding by law, It is therefore necessary during
the present campaign tao teach the religious circles to love the
country, abide by law and oppose bad men and bad things. Other-

wise, not only the socialist system and the unity and unification

od Lor 2

of all nationalities but also the policy of freedom in religious
tellef and the religious circles themselves will be put at a great

disadvantage.

|V

'l L - i - 9

Judging by the progress of the present rectification cam= :
paign, we can see that the vast majority of minority Party members )
and cadres are good but also that ﬁiany Party members and cadres -
are imbued with nationalist and other bourgeois thinking and that :
still some cannot distinguish the socialist standpoint from the _i
Capitalist standpoint. This is because most of the minority o
Party members and cadres have joined the Party and taken part o e

government work only after |iberation and many of them have come -
they still lack 4

s
e atea S a 0 A e s bl

from familles of exploiting classes. In general,
Marxist-Leninist class education and have not been steeled In

class struggle; they also lack the proletariat “""“’!"“ of 0e Lot
dlities and have not been stailad in the struggle against local

Nationalism, Because of this, quite a few members and cadres

d, ¢ §
"ave many ideological and even pol itical problems O be, 30 Y® | .

ob- G
.This state of affairs presents us with a serious political pr
ning of Communist cadres
ted us in 1949:
g from minorities,

|
M, that is, how to intensify tral
coming from minorities. Chalrman Mao instruc

o

I
Withoyt large numbers of Communist cadres comin

i ;
I1: IS Impossible to solve thoroughlY the natlu:’:a Rl
om
5 e e completely the minority rur.l:lanariah _

1ities policYy and
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Hsiao=p'ing also pointed oyt

In his report delivered in 1957 on
the rectification campalign:

"Only when a Communist core with
proletarian awakening is formed among the minorities

bourgeois nationallist tendencies be overcome

can the

and can the unity and
unification of all nationalities be consolidated."

[See Document
19.] Thus, to foster the Communist cadres among the minorities is

a key to the minorities problem, and to overlook this problem is
bound to do considerable damage to our work, The Party has done
much to foster Communist cadres among the minorities and has

achieved certain results over the past years, But the work in

c2 4
z

this respect is still far behind the development of the situation.
Communist cadres of minorities are inadequate in number and their
quality still needs to be bettered., In order to consolidate fur-

ther the unification of the motherland and unity of nationalities

B As Pak s @BREAR- R

and to carry through the socialist revolution to the end, it is
necessary to 5tr=ﬁgth=n the fostering of Communist cadres of

minorities so that all minorities will have adequate numbers of

Communist cadres capable of weathering any storm and stress. To

this end, we must resolutely overcome all drawbacks that were

found in our political and ideological work among the cadres in
Leninist class education among

R eyt e it Py - SRSl | T e -

the past and must conduct Marxist-
minorities so that they can under=

the proletarian revos

SR

the majority of cadres of the
stand the great historical significance of
lution and the dictatorship of the proleta B
the law governing the class struggle during the transition :ald -
They are required to establish the proletarian standpoint, no

the class viewpoint of the proletar

Only thus can they, unast
for the revolutionary cau

rlat and can understand

-

lat and learn the proletarian

der all complex con=
se to the

methods of analysis.
ditions, persistently struggie
end without losing their bearings.

In order to commun i z€ cadres,

0
lighten the minority cadres on the pr

en
alities in coordination with the pres
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natiﬂnﬂ“s’“- It should be brought home to them that, as the pro-
letariat does not exploit anybody but struggles for building a
social system free from exploitation, it fimly Opposes oppression ?.
and stands for complete equality of all nationalities, that it
firmly opposes bourgeois attempts to split the working class and
the working people of all nationalities, and that it resolutely

opposes bourgeois obstruction to approach of the people of all

_n...r'" ""lli;r H

nationalities and stands for constant increases of friendship
between the people of all nationalities, taking the view that

@ all nationalities will gradually head towards universal harmony,
The minority cadres must establish the above proletarian outlook
of nationalities and resolutely oppose any manifestations of

nationalism. Only thus can they firmly struggle for unity and

i ki

unification of all nationalities.

In order to communize cadres, it is also necessary to in- :
tensify education in the mass viewpoint and labor viewpoint among —
the minority cadres. It should be brought home to them that to

serve the people wholeheartedly, believe In the masses, rely on B

the masses and learn from the masses is a quality that must ani-

mate al]l revolutionaries. They are required to strengthen their s

tles with the masses and overcome any thinking and working style =
om the masses. It 3

!@ that belittle the masses and estrange them fr
he world,

should also be brought home to them that labor creates t
ut lonary cadre must

they have estab-
d glve gxprﬂiiiﬂni

labor is a matter of honor and every revol
temper himself in productive labor. Only when
lished a mass viewpoint and a labor viewpoint an

d
0 Such viewpoints in thelr work and 1ife can they teul yRtor

COmpact with the masses.

S

to in-=
In order to communize cadres, It is also necessary

: s The
tensify education designed to heighten revol UL STaS ""IT" to
5
Ireat target of struggle set by the whole nation S

- rful
Suild oyr country in the next fifteen years into a powe RN
angEUIturﬁl scienc

=

3 .
b Xialist country with modern Industry,
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culture and to catch up with or surpass Great Britain in the pro-
duction of iron and steel and other major Industrial products. In
the next fifteen years, the minorities are to be helped to gain
a tremendous development, Not only are all minorities to pass
over to socialist society but, economically and culturally, those
minorities which are not far behind the Chinese are to attain or
approach the level of the Chinese and those minorities which are
far behind the Chinese are to gain a marked development. In
order to complete such heroic and grand work, the people and
cadres of all nationalities must, with a revolutionary will and
vigor and full of labor enthusiasm, overcome all difficulties and
devote themselves to production and work, It should be brought
home to the minarity cadres that every revolutionary cadre must
be a promoter, forging ahead on each front and backing and pro-
moting the development of all kinds of new things, and that every
cadre should oppose those retreaters who lack vitality, stress
difficulties and peculiar conditions and adopt a passive attitude

towards new things. Only thus can soclalist construction gain a

thriving development in the minority areas.

It should be recognized that the proletarian outlook of na-
tionalities Is the foundatlion of Marxist-Leninist thinking and
that only when this foundation is basically laid can other P"ﬂb'-
lems be solved. Education is Marxist-Leninist outlook of nation

lutlonary heroism
labor viewpoint and revo |
B i f the pmlutarian class

res In the Harnist-Lenlnlst1
the Marxist=

and |s essential to the establishment O

vViewpoint. To educate the minority cad i

n
viewpoint is aimed at the eventual astablls:m:if& S i
Leninist outlook of the world and outlook ©

cause to the end.
cadres and at their struggle for the o ] nationalism
ocal na
The praﬁant rectification and criticism of |

st im
give the cadres of all minorities a mo
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e, It must be pointed out that the bourgeois national ism i
15

|n¢mpatib|ﬁ with the proletarian world outlook, Persons imbued
with national ist thinking will not only show defects in class
Jjewpolnt, mass viewpoint and labor viewpoint but also lack
cevolutionary vigor. They are often characterized not only in
individual ism but also sectarianism, It is remarkable how one is
likely to degenerate into a revisionist if he takes a nationalist
view of the revolutionary problems., Thus, persons imbued with
serious nationalist thinking cannot pass the test of socialism if
they do not thoroughly examine and correct their mistakes and do
ot establish the Marxist-Leninist view of classes and outlook of
nationalities but adhere to the nationalist standpoint during the
present campaign. Even those persons, particularly the leading
cadres, who are imbued with slight nationalist thinking, should
also be courageous enough to 'kindle fire to burn themselves' and
criticize themselves so as to temper themselves., Criticism and

self-criticism are sharp weapons with which the Communists and

all revolutionary cadres reform themselves. All comrades of

minorities should bravely and properly apply this weapon.

vV

i he
The rectification campaign and sociallst education over t

Past months and the preliminary criticism of local nationalism
have achlieved marked results in many minority areas. The class
awakening minority cadres and people has been heightened and the
frl:ndShlp between all nationalities has been promoted. With

rece-
thinking and understanding corrected, a nev outlook of urP

dented activity appears in work and production.

for example, planned
tares this year, 708
ful filled. Nov ovEs
Wil be brought

The Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Reglof:
‘0 expand its irrigated area by 134,000 hec

"Ore than last year. But this was 500° OXS

10,000 more hectares of land, it 1S estimated,

un
dar Irrigation this year.
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Plans for this year, to

benefit 200,000 hectares of land Instead of the original 136.000
»

hectares,

In Kwangsi, where the Chuang Autonomous Region is being set

Up, waler conservancy projects already built since the beginning
of winter can irrigate 734,000 hectares of formerly dry land.

This is far more than the total area brought under irrigation in
the past eight years.

Many other areas in which the autonomy of minorities has been
established have worked out programs for a forward drive in ag-
riculture and animal husbandry, and set about putting those pro-
grams into operation by giving active leadership to the people in

an effort to stimulate an upsurge in production,

All this confirms how absolutely necessary and correct it
was to start the rectiflcation campaign and the socialist educa-
tion movement against nationalism among the minorities. The move-

ment is bringing about a profound political and ideological change

In people and is greatly altering the production situation in all

Its aspects.,

The rectification and socialist education campaign Is spread-
ing to all sections of the minorities. We are firmly cnr.u_vtnc:d
that as a result of this great campalign the unification and unity
of all nationallities and the cause of bulldlng.sncialism will

certainly take a leap forward. |

Marxism=
Let us hold aloft the brilliant banner of Invincible Marx

t construc-
Leninism and forge ahead on the high tide of socialist c

tion,
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Document 2|

Chou En-lal,
REPORT OF THE WORK OF THE GOVERNMENT (excerpt)®

(April 18, 1959)

In the work concerning minorities, the government has had

great success in the past four years in further promoting region-
al autonomy on the principle of insuring the unity of the country
and equality in accordance with the stipulations of the Consti-
tution, In af:lditinn to the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, the
fnfatang Lflgh’ut: Autunnmuus Region, the Kwangsi Chuang Autonomous
Region and the Ninghﬁt Hul Autonomous Reglon have been success<
lvely established. A Preparatory Committee for the Tibet Autono=
OMS ﬂﬂgiun his a]au been established. Hal{jﬁv?rj twenty-nine

autonomous chuu and Fifty-faur autonomous hsien have been _qrsl:ab- |

H N
|ished in Ch'lnghai Kaigﬁ, Sinkiang, YUnnan, Szachwan, Kwe | chow

and other provinces and autonomous reglons. These autonomous

areas comprise more than thirty minorities.

exception of Tibet and 2

In the minority areas, with the
been carrled out

very few other places, democratic reforms have
and sociallist transformation has been accomplished In the main,
and on this basis the switch to the people's communes has been
real jzed, Hany minorities who only yesterday were stil) fetrered
by the fgud“ or even slave system have today taken the bright
road of socialism. They are truly forging ahead In seyenz1Segiis
boots,

'l-l-.._______

X ' . - ]I
‘Peking: Foreign Languages press, 1959 48-5

of s

& e

wl \W 4

"!1- 3




In 1958, a tremendous leap forwar

economy and culture of the mlnurltius. Statisties show that i
at in

golia, Sinkiang, Kwangs |

lal output Increased 88

the four autonomous reglons of Inner Mon

and Ninghsia, the total value of Industr

Nts throughout the country,
In the first half of 1958, the enrolIment of national minority

primary school pupils reached 3,190,000; middle school students,
310,000; and students in higher €ducational institutions, 16,000,
Of the country's minority population of thirty-six million, the
number of students totalled 3,510,000, Compared with pre-
liberation days, the number of primary school pupils has increased
over six times; middle school students, seventy-nine times; and
students in higher educational institutions, twenty-seven times.
Written language schemes have been devised for many minorities
who had no written language In the past, and they now have books
and newspapers published in thelr own languages.

Because of the correct Implementation of our policy on minor-
ities, the friendship and solidarity between the Chinese people

and the brother minorities and between the different minoritlies

have been greatly strengthened. In the past few years, a continu-

ous struggle has been waged among Chinese cadres against the ten-

dency toward Chinese chauvinism. DOuring the rectification cam-

paign, struggles were also waged in many minority arua: ag:h!:“s

ma
local nationalism of different forms and degree, 'I'I'uutl rnam %
of minority cadres and people, after tempering themseives

| in economic
rectification campaign and through Pract I heir political
Hl"ld l:ultur'ﬂl Cﬂnﬁtructlan' ha'ﬂ'ﬂ Stﬁﬂdilv Eﬂhﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂd t

s are coming
consciousness and large numbers of advanced element e
These constitute a relia

' them, -
et fors fron, swons the socialist cause in the minor

for the further rapid advance of

ity areas.
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The unity of our motherland is the paramount interest of all
the minorities In China. China as a united, multi-nationality
;ugntr‘f s the product of a long process of historical develop-
ment. Ever since they began their invasions against China the
imperialists have consistently tried to disrupt the unity of China
and undermine the solidarity among its nationalities, but they

have failed. On the contrary, imperialist aggression awoke the

= R~

overwhelming majority of the people of China's many nationalities
to the fact of their common destiny and the value of a unlited

country. The victory of the Chinese people's revolution and the
founding of the People's Republic of China brought all nationali-
ties in the country closer together, The patriotic people of all
the nationalities have realized, from the lessons taught by his-
torical facts, that the national ities can achleve prosperity only

In the big united family of the motherland which has cast off

FE P

imperialist oppression and taken the socialist path, They realize
that the people's democratic state led by the Communist Party has
uprooted oppression and is striving to get rid of the last ves-

tiges of ways of thinking connected with discrimination which were

inherited from the past. Under the capitalist system, 3 relative-
ges its best to

&
- § - gt i AT L
il L s i e s e

ly developed and powerful nationality invariably d

keep other nationalities In a backward state so as 1o oppress and

exploit them. But it is quite the reverse under the socialist
system. In our country not only do all nationalities enjoy politi=

|
cal equality but those nationalities which have bigger populations
litically, and culturally

hich are smaller
evelop to-

and are more advanced economical ly, PO
have the duty to help the other nationalities W
and relatively backward so that all may progress and d
gether,
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Document 22

Wang Feng,
THE GREAT VICTORY IN OUR NATIONALITIES POLICY™

(September 27, 1959)

Ten years ago today, the people of the various nationalities
in China, led by the Chinese Communist Party and their great
leader, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, scored a decisive victory in the
people's democratic revolution and brought forth the Chinese

People's Republic.

The debut of the People's Republic ended the reactionary
rule of Iimperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic caplitalism, ter-
minated the oppression of the minorities, and ushered in a new
age of equality, unity, cooperation and friendship among the
people of China in the common cause of bullding socialism,
ubllc, the country

On the day of birth of the People's Rep

entered Into a period of transition from caplitalism to socialism.

The principal mission confronting the
o realize socialist

country during that tran-
lndustrlallzatlun and

sitional period was t
on of agriculture,

carry out gradually the soclalist transformati |
handicraft trade and capitalist Industry and commerce. As far as

the question of the domestic natlonalities was :nncurngd, the
. |
policy of the Party and the People's Republ ic was: WTo strengthen

the unification of the motherland and the unity of the national i~

there
ties in order to bulld the country into @ large family where r

—-——_ﬂ

ted in Harvard

transla
*Jenmin Jihpao, September ziéggsgéllc Documents with

UniversTty, Communist China 13:5'3: 1238 rvers W—Fﬁ;,—.—rgggy: 562-

Analysis (Camﬂ“"
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will be complete equality and regional autonomy for the minoritj
ie

and the minority peoples will be aided in undertaking social re :

forms and developing thelr economies, politics and cultures so

that the backward may catch up with the advanced In the transition

to sociallsm,"

This was a colossal historical mission and its
realization would bring complece political, economic and cultural
equality to the minorities of China and lead them onto a higher
stage of development--the stage of communism--thereby fundamental-

ly solving the problem of minorities.

Unification of the country, unity of the nationalities, com-
plete equality, mutual assistance and common development are the
fundamental principle on the basis of which we handle the rela-
tionship of our domestic nationalities. As Comrade Mao Tse-tung
has just pointed out, the unification of the country, the unity of
the people, and the unity of the nationalitles are the fundamental

guarantee of success in our cause,

Equality is the political basis for the unification of the

country and the unity of the nationalities and is also the funda-

mental principle the Party has followed In handling the minorities
problem. The Constitution of the People's Republic provides that
citizens of China, regardiess of their nationality, shall have
equal rights and that oppression of or discrimination against any
nationality be strictly banned. In other words, it makes oOp~
pression or discrimination illegal and any natlonal ity of the
country, regardless of Its size and its state of d‘“l“"“"t; AN
enjoy equal rights in the life of our country and society ar:

Will have the freedom of development as @ master of the nﬂ:c:";hu
In order to safeguard the rights of equality and autunuﬂ: 3
Minorities of our country, the Part? and ;hu gnvarnment u: e
thurﬂuthy carried out in the past ten i o pn:lic:ﬂple of
cording full equality of all nationalities, aduuat“hazu

the country in the significance of that pﬂ*”ﬂ' and

s Rwr

-ud..i;'l.ﬂ"



-14) -

promulgated a series of laws
and decrees |n
that respect

have seen to it that special provisions They

are written |
tion law of th N the elec-
the country for the minorities to participate in th
e

congresses at different level
S, with special
darrangements made

for them to have a voice In the running of the government. Th
. e

central government sent a total of six delegations to the North-
west, the Southwest, the Middle South, the Northeast Innarﬂ;n:-
golia and Tibet to sound the opinlions of the mlnurit;es as well
as to convey the concern of the government and Chairman Mao Tse-
tung, All this has done much to insure the full implementation
of the Party's policy providing equality for all nationalities

of the country, and In strengthening their unification and unity.

Regional autonomy for minorities is the Party's basic measure

for solving the minorities question of the country.

The Constitution of the People's Republic provides for auton-
omy to be instituted in minority areas, setting them down Bs in-
separable parts of the Chinese People's Republic, 0On the basis

of that provision, the minority areas (autonomous regions, autono-

mous chou, autonomous counties), aside from functioning as local

unified leadership of the

s of autonomy.

government organizations under the

central government, have various right
the areas big

rities means that each of
s unit has the

Autonomy for the mino
enough to be a first-grade administrative autonomou
right to administer its own local affalrs In the big family of
It is intended to safeguard the equal ity of the
in the country's political
mutua) trust and

the motherland.
minorities, increase thelr activism

life and soclalist construction and inc
friendly cooperation among the varlous nd

country.

nal autonomy as a basic means of
rele-

problem of China IS based on the

solving the nationalities
: I Harxlsm-Lenlnlsm with due regard

vant theoretlical PFIHGIPIE of
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historical background and the present situation of th
e
natlonalities In China,

fn.r thﬂ

var {ous
Lenin, in commenting on the question of autonomous rights

for minorities, said: ''Marxism absolutely demands that in analyz-

ing any question, we must bring It up with a certain historical

scope, and then extend It to the country concerned (such as its na-

tionalities principle), and in this connection, its concrete
characteristics and the characteristics of the other countries in
that historical period must be taken into full account...since
the countries are different from one another in the speed of de-
velopment and in the composition and the distribution of their
nationalities, failure to pay due attention to those historical
factors and the concrete conditions will prevent the formulation

of a nationalities principle of the Marxist order."

China is a country composed of many nationalities with the

Chinese people as the main constituent. It has a large popula-
e world for a long

The following
distribution

tion and vast land and has been existing in th

time as a country of many unified nationalities.

points are conspicuous in respect tO the composition,

and relationship of its nationalities:

f
(1) The Chinese peoplée account for ninety=four percent O

the national population with over fifty minorities Includin: i
the Mongol, Hui, Tibetan, Manchu, Chuand, Uighur, Miao, [, FEVE

Korean and other people making up the :
widely dlﬁtributud in the

These minori erthel ess
ties are, nev ’ ¢ of (ts land. (2)

country, occupying from fifty to 12ty PELCSS ¢ of the
The situation of commingling 18 most consplcuous. Mos s

: rs
Minorities mingle with the Chinese people [nflaroses

unities where the latter gerve as the m {shed. (3)

SHREL economic, political and cultural
In the long period of historical developments he pe°
d cultural intercourse were developed among ¢
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a country of centralized power composed of

varlous nationaliti
with the Chinese people acting as the main constituent, d““
. nder

the feudal centrallzed power SYstem, although there were w b
ars be-

tween the nationalitlies resulting from oppression and discrimi
rimina=-

tion with the Chinese rulers riding roughshod over the minorities

or the latter treading the Chinese People underfoot, the economic
[

and cultural relationships of the nationalities however developed

unimpeded. This was the main current in the history of the re-

lations of our nationalities., (4) When the imperialists invaded
China about one hundred years ago, turning her into a semi-feudal
and semi-colonial country, the existence of our minorities was,
without exceptlion, seriously threatened. Brought closer together
by the common destiny, our people waged a long struggle against
the domestic and foreign enemies, especially in the past thirty
years in which the revolutionary struggle, led by the Chinese
Communist Party, has forged an unbreakable relationship among our
nationalities, (5) As a result of the historical development,
the Chinese people have not only become the main constituents of
our country, but have led the other nationalities in economic,
political and cultural development. (6) For a long period of
time, the imperialists have launched sabotaging activies in an
attempt to alienate the relationship of our nationalities, and

to Instigate the so-called ‘national independence" designed to
enslave the people of China through the policy of "dlvide and

rule M '

- ‘ s democratic
Following the victorious conclusion of the people’s d

revolution, it was found necessary toO rally
ties of the country closer together to AL

20d begin socialist construction under a uniflfd
for the minorities € )
the natlnnalitias and a reflec

cal development. R

the varlous nationali-
erialist aggression
guvarnment. The

ame as a true
Provision of regional autonomy

Fepresentation of the Interests of
tion of the natural tendency of our histor
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fore recelved the warm support of the people

there in general and

the minorities in particular,

i‘here areé now in our country the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, the Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region, the Kwangsi Chuang
Autonomous Region, the Ninghsia Hul Autonomous Region, and the
preparatory Conmittee for the Tibet Autonomous Region, twenty-
aine autonomous chou, and fifty-four autonomous counties. With
the establishment of these autonomous areas has ended the rele-
vant mission of the Party and the government, Minority cadres
have grown up rapidly. Up to the end of 1958, there were in the
country over 480,000 such cadres, being forty times the number in
1949, In every minority autonomous organization, there is now a
large number of such cadres, many of whom have assumed posts of

responsibil ity and leadership.

Socialism Is the common goal of the nationalities of our
country and is also the road to prosperity. Only sociallsm can
furnish the minorities with a high degree of development and

Prosperity, And only socialism can solve our minorities problem,

In a class society, the minorities problem is invariably

Connected with the class problem, The minorities problem is,
a class problem,

in

tssence, though not in all its complexities,

0 “pl“iﬁﬂg class and exploitation bullt on the system of
soclal cause for

Private ownership of means of production is the
jes.

uppr“"““n discrimination and disputes between nationalit
‘ mon
g0 China's task is to prosecute the soclallist revolution among

atic
har mlnorities to a successful finish, complete the | iderosy
the exploitar

tion to solve
the Communist

:ﬁfum and socialist transformation, and eradicate
t ¢lass and private ownership of means of produc

af Nationalities problem. Marx and Engels sald It

- by man
th:”“tm '"With the elimination of exploitation nfbm;u‘:;shg;'_
“plult“i-“ﬂ of one nationality by another will be

An 2 he
: With the e Imination of class antagonism among ¢

i LW )
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nationalities, the hostile relations will vanish,"

pointed out: "It is not Lenin also

possible to e] Iminate the oppression of

nationalitlies under the capltalist System. In order to elimi t
nate

that oppression, we must el iminate the capitalist system and
reallze socialism,"

There is no doubt that al] nationalities must undergo social

reform and take the socialist road, this being the universal law

governing the development of human soclety., In our country, the
social reform of the minority areas is divided into two stages=--
the stage of democratic reform and the stage of socialist transe
formation. The aim of democratic reform is to redistribute the
land and abolish the oppression and exploitation which took shape
before the commencement of the capitalist system. The aim of
socialist transformation is to eliminate the exploitation existing
under capitalism, change the system of private ownership of means
of production and establish the system of soclalist collective

ownership and eventually the system of ownership by the whole

people,

Social reform is an internal matter of the minorities, and

since their historical conditions are different, it must be
carried out with due regard for the wishes of the people and the
desire of the leaders who have strong ties with the peop
other words, there must be differences in the time, method, and
speed of the reform for the various minorities. As early as the
time before the October Revolution, Lenin pointed out: "It Is
Inevitable that all nationalities must take. the soclalist road.

them
But they will differ in the method to be adopted. Each of
ristic reflected in one way of democracy

pru] etariat

le. In

Will have its own characte
ne method of dictatorship of the

o
r another and in o and the speed of its

or another as well as in its social life

socialist transformation.'

re reformed, the faud?l landlord

Before our minorities we
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scONOMY parsiited in areas of close to 30,000,000 inhabitants
among whom there were some who contained a high proportion of

;aﬁitﬂ”“ economic elements. Over thirty minority areas such

as the Hui, Manchu, Chuang, Uighur areas and a large part of
Inner Mongolia were the homes of the great part of our minority
population, In addition, there were a number of minority areas
with a total population of 4,000,000 which retained the system of
serfdom; in the Taliangshan and Hsiaoliangshan area on the borders
of Szechwan and YuUnnan provinces where the | minority people
lived, the peasants were bound to the soil, and in the Lisu, Kawa
[now called Wa), Chingpo, Tulung, Nu and Pulang minority areas on
the frontlers of Yunnan, in the Olunch'un and Owenk'o areas of
Inner Mongolia, in the Hoche minority area of Heilungkiang, and
among a small number of the Li minority people on Hainan Island,
vestiges of the primitive commune system which caused production
to be low could still be found among the 600,000 inhabitants

there,

The political and economic conditions of the minority areas

are complicated, Not only the stages of social development but

also the inter-area social-economic structures of several minori-

ties are different. For example, while one part of the | minori-

part who live in the Taliang~

ty Is In the feudal state, another
Iin the

shan and Hsiaol langshan area Is still
Hongol, Tibetan, and Kazakh minority areas, the whole population
of 2,200,000 is still engaged In backward animal husbandry and

's widely different from the people of the agrlcultural areas )
both production and 1ivelihood. At the same time, the minorities

owers of
re highly religious and practically all of them are foll

Lama | sm and Islam. The upper strata of the
fluence ove

ion and aliena
erstandings

in a slave soclety.

ninorities and the

r the broad

re
Iig'uuﬁ pﬁrlnnagu: have a strong in ti'ﬂn carriﬁd

Masses, Rooted in the pol icy of oppress d
Ut by the reactionary ruling class, certaln mist

a " S &
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persist among the minorities, |n many areas, contradictions exist

and disputes are frequent between the sects and the tribes. Th
' e
imperlalists and the remnants of domestic counter-revolutionaries

are sparing no effort to make use of these religious relations to
sabotage our country,

in view of the foregoing situation, the Party and the people

have mapped out active but cautious reform measures for the mi-
nority areas in the light of their different conditions. In the
socialist transformation of the areas, the Party and the govern-
ment have taken into full consideration the prevailing conditions
and characteristics, respecting the popular wishes and withhold-
ing any decision until full discussions have been held with the
public leaders who are connected with the broad masses. The
soclal reform of the minorities areas has been carried out with
the cadres and activists of the minorities concerned as the hard
core through whom the broad masses are mobilized. Chinese Party
members and cadres are placed under the unified leadership of the

local Party committees, and instead of command or compulsion,

cooperation and help is given to the minorities in their reform.

h
In accordance with the foregoing policy, the Party and tne

ties
government have adopted for the grazing areas of the minori

measures different from those applied to the agriculture areas.
The social revolution for the agricultural areas generally starts
with a land reform in which the lands of feudal lords and sl.a:a“
owners are selzed and redistributed to the poor P'“‘"““d":?a;
little or no land, the privileges of the feudal lm-'ds a:Ed i
owners are abolished, and the toiling masses are liberated. |

' lalist trans-
land reform, the soc
on the basis of the successful p of the means of prﬂductlnn is

loitation and ownership of
oclalist ‘col lec-

may be estab-

carried out to eliminate capltyl L stem of S
means of production in order that ot ! .

le people
tive ownership and ownership bY €7 g f :ha pastoral areas,
lished, However, in the soclal reform © ‘
L : ’
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cattle and sheep are not redistributed, but in its first step

the democratic reform, feudal privileges and exploitation are:

ol iminated, and ranches are placed under public control, per-
aitting however, private grazing as a measure of mutual benefit
to the herdowners and hired hands in order to establish a system
of socialist collective ownership and ownership by the whole
people. AS regards those minority areas where class distinction
is not very clear, production is low and the remnants of the
primitive commune system still persist, the Party and the govern-
ment have helped them go gradually but directly on the socialist
road through the institution of cooperativization and the neces-
sary socialist transformation and social reform, As far as the
nethod of reform is concerned, the peaceful way has been used not
only in the socialist transformation of the minority areas but
also in the democratic reform of the minority areas of Sinkiang,
Tibet, the pastoral area of Inner Mongolia, the frontier areas of
Y'dnnan, Szechwan, Kansu and Chinghai as has been used for the

Chinese areas. In other words, with the ful1 support of the
o bottom measures of re-
upper strata

masses, discussions are held from top t

form best suited to local conditions. So long as the
oitation and accept r
he same political po-
d thai the masses

of the minority aréas give up exp!
the government sees to it that they have t
sition and living standard after the reform an

Wage no Intense struggles against them. For example,
r
democratic reform of Tibet, we selzed or confiscated no land ©

means of production of all those upper strata elements who re-
frained from participating in armed rebellion Of in any other

"ecalcitrant action; we pursued a policy similar to the huy;:tﬂ
M®asure adopted for caplitalists in the Chinese areas, allow!nd

h their
then to retain thelr clivil rights and negntiatlﬂg wit |
ures for reform.

fepresentatives on the time, Steéps and meas it
' a
Though its concrete measures vary in the different ’ e
out'' the upper Stré

“sence of the peaceful way of ‘buying

eformation,

L e

i Lwr ¢
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the minorities politically and economically is abided b
€d by, The

peaceful reform is a revolution withoyt bloodshed and is a
form of class struggle under specific Con | o special

The success of the peaceful reform in many of our minorit
Ficy

, the powerful support which the pro-=
letarian class has glven to the minorities after seizing the

areas can be attributed to

reins of government, establishing the people's democratic dicta-
torship and completing the social changes in the ma jority of the
areas of the country (principally the Chinese areas). The com-
prehensive united front which our Party has established in the
minority areas with the participation also of the upper strata
there has created conditions favorable to the realization of demo-

cratic reform in a peaceful way,

The Party has closely pursued the policy of a comprehensive
united front with the worker-peasant alliance as the foundation
and with the participation of the reformed upper strata of the
minorities. It works and cooperates with any person who is

against imperialism and is willing to cooperate and support social

reform. As long as he does not change his mind, the Party will

By relying on this united front,
areas who are op~
have
of the

cooperate with him to the end.
we have strengthened the forces in the minority

posed to imperialism and support democracy and soclallsm,

isolated the reactionary cliques

successful ly crushed and
lities work.

minorities, and have smoothly developed our nationa
t
Its existence has facilitated the education of the upper stratd

of the minorities and the real jzation of reform through peaceful
negotiations., But a word of caution Is necessary. Whether or
not peaceful reform can be successfully carried out can :a:h:fdu-
decided by the policy of the Party and the government a:a e
Sire of the tolling masses alone. Gt “‘“c:' 1l:‘:h': minority
which the upper strata of: the exploitat s

lve clas
ata follow
areas adopt toward the reform. \f olements of these str
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thepisnes of the people and accept the Party poli

plete cuccess will be possible. |f they disr:ardcv. then com-
the’ peuple and the policy of the Party to Euchgan Ethe will of
put up resistance, then it will not be possible to :temj as to
peaceful €orm and the alternative will be to crush t:l;tlnue‘the
ance in order that reform may go on, e (: ;eilﬁt-
through peaceful means), the masses must be fully mubiT. G:;C-e or
relied upon, and the Party's class line must be fully C:E' :nd
to insure the successful realization of the reform, Thisr: 52:':

ported by the experience gained in the social reform of minority
|

dareas,

| In our many minority areas, the upper strata of religious

:_:;::::i the temples enjoy a wide range of feudal privileges,
ploiting and oppressing the people, and seriously

obstructing development. The policy of the Party and the govern=

ment | i i i
in this connection Is tO abolish the privileges and stop the

expl .
ploitation., But where rel igious problems which the Party and

the
government frequently meet in carrying out the reform are

concer . -

ned, they are handled with caution and treated separately;
n are drawn between the feudal privil-
between normal rel igious

f fol lowers, and

clear lines of demarcatio
ege '
ges of the temples and religious habits,
activ i

Ities and extortions and cruel treatment O

bet
ween patriotic law-abiding rel igious workers
rel igion, Hence, on

eradicate the feudal

and counter=

_ :::“l::l:narlas operating under the cloak of
“Ppresgi:nd. determined efforts are made to
n and exploitation and suppress the counter=
:::::“tiﬂnarias under the guide of relig
, care is taken that freedom of rel
t::::':::; rel igious documents and stru
¢ religious people are won overs

avoi
o Id any Interference in the norma
Plement the Party's pﬂliﬂV of f reedom of rallgiun,i

lous workers, and on the

Y safe-

igion is full
cted, and
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gJovernment have led
and arduoys tasks
of democratic reform and sociallst transformation, Now
» » except

for Tibet and some other dreas with a small POpulation, all the
»

reform and socialist transformation, their means of production

being placed under collectve ownership,

The successful rectifi-
cation campaign and the anti-

rightist struggle carried out in

1357 and 1958 enabling a decisive victory to be won in the so-

cialist revolution on the political and ideological front did
much in freeing the greater number of our minorities from the
feudal system, the slave system and the primitive commune system
and bringing Into being the socialist system, thereby paving the

way for the all-around development of China's minorities.

In the second half of 1958, on the foundation of the rapid
development of our socialist revolution and socialist construction
and under the illumination of the Party's general line for bulld-
ing socialism with greater, faster, better and more economic re-
sults, minority areas which had completed the democratic reform
and socialist transformation went together with the Chinese area
on the road of the people's communes which combined the roles of
worker, trader, student, peasant and soldier into one administra-
tion with business management. The people's commune Is the basic-
level organizational unit of our soclal structure. Since its I
universal establishment, it had demonstrated [ts great sunerla:"l:v
In promoting the economic and cul tural development of the peop

and |n cementing their unity and cooperation.

; fctory of
The completion of the democratic reform and the victory

he prosperous
soclalist transformation have opened the way tnn;nlcpand cul tural
development of China's minorities. 7 e
Inequalities existing between the :
fl'Om-thuIr zigzag developments before the




removed simply by the change of the ow
I"IEI'Ship IJF means ﬂf
produc~-

tlon. And as long as the backward state of the minoriti
es
inequalities remain, our minorities problem will stop sh and the
P short of

complete solution,

B
- absence of industrial workers
and a shortage of cadres and intel lectuals--our minority areas
even after they have completed the socialist revolution in l:he‘
system of ownership of means of production, cannot change their
backward state by their own efforts, They must have regular and
effective help from the state and the advanced people--the
Chinese--to solve this problem, Obviously, the state's help to
the minority areas can only be gradual, very much a subject to
its current capacity. But that there has been and will continue

to be help for them is beyond any doubt.

Since the |iberation, the state, despite the colossal work

it has had to do in its economic rehabilitation, in the war to

3ld Korea against the United States, and in national construction,

has given as much aid as it can to the minority areas. This has

been reflected in the following fields: (1) in accordance With
the principle of the ''nation operating as 2 coordinated chess

9ame'! concerning economic and cul tural construction, the state
has given the minnrlty areas 5pggial cgnsiduratiun In lnvustlng

The rate of growth of

projects of the
in the

money  in capital construction projects.
State investments in the capital construction
m'"“”t? areas has been faster than the national average
B e years, enabling them (O develop at a pace faste

*hat of the other areas of the nation. (2) Financially, the state

h h
33 provided the minority areas with subs | subsidies €ac

relief funds,
educationa

to granting €@

praductlun subve
| institutions

x exempt ion

and form of loans,
angd EUb“di“ for the establ ishment of
Medica) organizations, In addition
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to the small numb '
ar of areas which are extremely b
ackward and to

to those areas which are short

As early a

. S the |

of the liberation, the Party and the govern e initial stage
ment made

providing farm tools free of charge

of the basic means of production

drrangements

for trade with |
the minority areas to develop by pursui
uing a ration-

al ' i j

price policy and adjusting the price diffe :

dustrial and agricul o

ultural products, thereby in

of the people and i N

i spurring on the development of the areas., (3)
e state has also provided the minority areas with large ;uant'

ties i i 4

of materials including Industrial agricultural products and

- .

:chinery and equipment. Take the S_Inkiang Uighur Autonomous

i#.e'u_:;iv:::n for example. In the years 1949-1957, the state gave Sink-
ang 2,000,000 tons of material but received only 50,000 tons.

(4) The Party and the government have sent in past years large

n : ‘
umbers of cadres (including technical cadres) to the minority

areas and mobilized cadres and workers in other areas for work in

In addition, they had the troops of the

n the minority areas participate in
|tural production and transportation
the development of

In past years,

n minorities in-

the frontier areas.
Liberation Army stationed |
local industrial and agricu

work. (5) Effective aid has been glven in

the education and culture of the minority areas.

the state has glven written languages to over te

cluding the Chuang, Puyl, |, and Lisu minorities.

help of the Party and the
tlon extended by the

the minority

Thanks to the leadership and
ose coopera
ects of
¢ improvement has

government as a result of the cl
ultural asp

The pace © 1
der the {1lumination of

jon and with the

other areas, the economic and ¢

areas have been markedly changed.
1958 when un

been particularly rapid since
nstruct

the Party's gennral line for socialist €O e
sky-rocketing zeal of the people, 3 high tide in the genera P
into being. The economic

st :unstru:tlnn came

ationa re being gradual”

lities 3

and cultural inequalities between N

ly but steadily driven into obl ivion.
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pmduc.tian level and value in 1957, the last year in the first

five Year plan with those in 1949, the year marking the founda-

tion of the Chinese People's Republic, shows that the grain pro-

duction of the minority areas rose by over sixty percent and the

qross industrial value product increased by over four times,

Again in the Leap Forward year of 1958, grain production rose by

forty-one percent and the gross industrial production value

product by eighty-four percent over the respective figures of

1957. The number of 1i
doubled itself in the ten years up to 1958,
rain have now surplus grain, industries,

and in some of the
h as

vestock in the pastoral areas more than
Many of the areas

previously short of g

built from scratch, are steadily growing,
e modern industries have been built suc

minority areas, larg
Mongolia and the Karamai

the Paotow iron and steel base in Inner
The number of minorit
dsmen gave up

petroleum base in Sinkiang. y workers in-

creased in 1958 to 800,000 and over 2,000,000 her
their nomadic 1ife and settled in fixed locations. Transporta-

tion and communications also developed fast. The aggregate

to traffic reached 94,000 kilometers
length in 1949, and
rcent

length of highways opened
in 1958, being over eight times the total
that of railways reached 6,300 kilometers,

ve
over the length in 1949. Aviation | ines were set up ©
' f four autonomou

il
ing and paoshan of yunnan,

being elghty P®
r the

In Hsining and Yushu of Chinghal, Kunm
and Lhasa of Tibet. d
grate~owne
There was also a marked development in trade. %
b] 1shed in all minor

nd cooperative enterprises Were esta
areas and Uiurlﬁus private merchants
Mith the rapid development of produc
tural life of the minorities was mar
Purchasing power of the urban and rural
“onspicuous degree. The rotal sales value of

t

waled A 0
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cooperative-ope
5 perated commercial enterprises rose |
€ In 1958 by f
our

In the ¢
ultural
st and
spect, the number of school Students increased
ased to 4

which represented twelve percent of

and a half times that in 1952
educational

,650,000

the total minority population

Com .
p&l"ﬂd with the number of StUdEﬂt! in the P e-| lber i r
r eration Yea

of 1948, primary school students increased b
Y

ary school students by 110 times
’

eight times, second-

and college students by 35

times, In most o i
f the minority areas, universal primary education

:as t:arri'ied ?ut- It may be recalled that before liberation. the
opulation of the minorities h : . .
rampancy of disease, After Ii::r:Ii?'::::iI-‘::h:mI::ImmI e
ment immediately took steps to remed ' e

y this situation, Up to 1958
they had established in the minority areas a large number of |
health and medical organizations Including 750 hospitals and 25
sanitariums with a total of 34,285 sick beds which was over nine
times the number available in 1949, As a result of the betterment
of livelihood and the rapid development of health and medical
work, the minority population has increased, Take for example
the Inner Mongol ia Autonomous Region, In the years since its

estab) ishment in 1947 up to 1958, its population Increased over
All this bespeaks the superiority
tness

300,000 or thirty-six percent.
of our state and social system and the greatness and correc
of the Party's nationalities pollicy.

nin said that with the help

As early as forty years ago, Le
backward

of the advanced countries, people and proleteiiass
countries and people could obviate the stage of capitalist de-

velopment and go directly on the road of soclalism for ultimate

transition to the communist state. The rapid devel opment of our
'I' -

minorities since the 1iberation has once again pruud the bril

llance and correctness of this Jjudgment.

revolution and s
minorities and

‘ ﬂ'ﬂla] ist con=
In the course of the socialist
Struction, mutual help is necessary between the
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the Chinese in ensuring a rapld advance to Prosperity. 0On the

It is because the
chinese are relatively numerous and ahead of the minorities in

scononic, political and cultural development that they play the

quiding role in the national life and have therefore the respon-

r0ad to socialism, help has to be mutual,

sibility of giving more help than they can get in return.

The Party and the government are opposed to Chinese chauvin-
ism and local nationalism detrimental to the unity of our people,

and make sure that Chinese cadres show no tendency toward Chinese
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chauvinism. Hence, since the |iberation, they have carried out

T 1
- ©
| e o

broad education of the cadres and people in patriotism and so-
ciallsm as well as in proletarian internationalism, They made a

check each in 1953 and 1956 on the situation of the implementation
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of the natlonalities policy, criticizing the tendency toward

e

B

Chinese chauvinism then existing among some of the Chinese cadres.
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Throughout the rectificatlion campaign and the anti-rightist
struggle in 1957, they, while keeping up the fight against Chinese

chauvinism, also emphatically criticized
Mationalism, dealing a heavy blow to a small bunch of bourge

tendencies toward local
0is

: ification of the -
Nationalists who had attempted to sabotage the unification ‘ 2

Education greatly raised the »
for us @ de-
al and

fation and the unity of the people.
Scialist consclousness of the minorities and won

tic
clsive victory in the socialist revolution on the poll

s that the minorities
and that in

i ng Rl LY e y
B 4 & Pt (i: &L
. PIRAUTRRTSIEI, y 3 T volelll

ld“"’g‘cﬂ front, Experience prove
'lke other social problems, must be radically solved,

Bt achieve that, the socialist revolut
ot alone s not sufficient; there must be a simu
S On the political and idealogical front to €
:Hrtﬂmﬁ bourgﬂﬂiﬁjnatiunal ist tendencies.
;:I;lagglngl? fighting the vestigial thought of gt e
3 S we consolidate the unity of ouf big na 2
t""gthe“ the cooperation among its members, and en

*essfy) development of our sociallst cons

ion on the economic

1 tanmuf' revo=

truction-
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With the rapid development of the socialist revolution and
n

construction, the rnlatiunship of the soclalist-nationalist
alis

[Shehui-mintsu)] order featuring unity, cooperation concerted
i »

action and joint development have come to be established in areas

where socialist transformation has been completed. It has been

wots pesple’s retfrenci e
Paign and anti-rightist struggle
in 1957-1958, the appearance of the Great Leap Forward in social-
ISt construction and the institution of the commune system in
1958, All this has contributed to the consolidation of the big
family of the Chinese People's Republic replete with freedom,
equality, mutual help and friendship built in the past years on
the solid foundation of socialism, Attempts of domestic and
foreign reactionary forces to sabotage the socialist cause of

our motherland are bound to fail in the face of the united might

of China's nationalities.

The task confronting China's minorities at the present age

is: On the basis of the Party's general line for soclalist con=

struction, and through the social organizational form of the

people's commune develop our social productive forces at high

speed In order to build our country Into a socialist nation com=
plete with highly developed modern industry, agricul ture, and
culture within a period of fifteen to twenty years of even slight-
ly longer, During that period, the task of the Party and the

to dif-
government in respect to the domestic minorities will bnhtu :Iw

e u
fuse the patriotic and soclialist education, strengthen t

les, de-
of the motherland and the cooperation of the nationalities,

_helping the
velop the technical and cultural revolutions while helping

.un-
te their democratic reform and socialist ¢

minorities comple os to catch up with the

y enabling the minoriti

str hereb
LA ocial ism.

e in the march toward S
all of the Elghth

advanced Chines plenary Session

Encouraged by the great ¢
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of the Eighth Central Committee, led by the ¢

headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, and holdin Tntral Committee

the general line and the commune system ti: oft the banner of

vionalities in China are working in Clu;e CDDPZGPI? of all na-

tion increase and economy in an effort to ful?ill'i;tlun fqt- produc-

oroduction targets of the second Five-Year Plan th.t-:: ::'"ﬂil::l
ars ahead

of time,

The Chinese Communist Party is the organizer of the
ful revolution of our people and the nucleus of leade 5h’5uc“55-
nationalities, and comrade Mao Tse-tung is the great :ea:!: foﬂur
all our people., Only by following the instructions of thurP:rt
and proceeding in the direction which Comrade Mao Tse-tung has ?

inte
po d out, can the people of China obtain true, thorough social

and national emancipation.

In

‘ order to strengthcn the Ieadership of the Party over the
minoriti :

ricies, we must e.niarge 1tS urganizatiﬂn and step up its

ideo : :
logical education in the areas, strengthening the political

and
ideological ties between the Party organs and the people, and

prev
preventing the spread of the baneful bourgeois nationalist thought

withi . :
thin the Party. Unity 15 the Party's life where its strength

very Party member tO
resist the en-
n the

1
es. It is the sacred rESpunsibllity of e
Only when they can

the Party organs i
fighting units.

strengthen the Party's unity.
c
roachment of bourgeois nationalism, are

mi
"“"“'-V areas worth the name of strong

In the past ten years, the Party has accomp!
achievements in broadening its basis in the minority areas.
are now over SOO,UDO minority Party nd over 900,000
::T:”t? [Communist youth] League members . there are

Y and League basic-level organs In all

i
Nority Party and Leagu€ members, led by

4
"d In close touch with the masses, have playad |
s forward whether. if the pr

{shed uutitandiﬂg
There

members @
Genarall?;

minority areas:
vhe local Party organs
the role of hard.

oduction field

Co
e in leading the masse

EaF =
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or in class struggle, Espacially since the conclusion of the

rectification campaign and the anti-rightist struggle

in which
local nationallism was severely criticized

» the consciousness of
the minority Party and League members and cadres has been markedly

raised, They are now the invincible forces in the struggle for

the advancement of the socialist cause of the minorities.

With the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and our
great leader, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, and with the unity of all
China's nationalities, we shall certainly be successful in our

cause,



| e

e

=160-

Document 23

Chang Chih-i,

A CORRECT UNDERSTANDING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARTY
POLICY CONCERNING FREEDOM OF RELIGI0US BEL|EF™

(April 1962)

All principal religions in our country, Catholicism, Chris-
tianity, Islam, Buddhism and Taoism have numerous followers and
exert extensive and far-reaching influence over the masses of
the various nationalities. Among many minorities, Lamaism,
Hinayana Buddhism and Islam are the main religions, These five
religions not only have a long history but will exist for a long
period after the socialist society or even a Communist society
has been achieved. Catholicism, Christianity, Islam and Buddhism
are religions of the world and have a tremendous influence and

EffECt in many countries. The prﬂblgm of I'Eliglﬂﬂ in our country

i : s
involves mass relations, nationality relations, class relation

H it
and international relations and is very compl icated, From this |
can be seen that whether in the past and the present or in the

is and will

indefinite future, the problem of rellgion has been,

- hand-
be an important social problem to our country. The correct

. in
ling of this social problem has an important significance Ak
strengthening the unity among the varlnu:'nat*lnnwl'lt*l!i an
Ing our great socialist motherland,

towards
The basic policy adopted by our Party and 8ta:S

--__l___~_

B 962, 2-5
Mintsu T'uanchieh, April | 2, '
Lonsyl ate= eneral, Hong Kn' ng, ._....-.----------"'-"'*"’I""""""':Imﬂs from

H‘a%’ H'ﬂ. 3]3- I"6|




religious belief Is a policy of the freedom of religious beljef
ef.

Since liberation, the Party and the state have consistently ad-

hered to this policy and galned results, The belief or religious
u

their proper religious activities
and the places necessary for such activities are

followers are being respected;

being protected,
Among the citizens, religious believers and non-bel ievers enjoy

equal political rights, At the same time, the state also appro-
priates funds for the maintenance and repair of temples and
churches of historical and cultural value and shows its consider-
ation by exempting from property tax and land tax all places for
religious activities and the buildings used as living quarters
and offices by professional men of religion. All the religions
have set up their own patriotic organizations, published and
circulated religious classics, books and magazines and, with the
exception of Taoism, run their own schools, All these have pro-

duced good political effects at home and abroad.

0f course, in some places some cadres have erred In carrying

out Party policy towards relligion; in the main, they are a little
inclined to ignore the characteristics of relligious believers and
seldom give them the necessary consideration for their religlous
life. This is because under the present conditions in our country
religion is an old superstructure left over from the old society
and is, therefore, contradictory to the new soclalist economic

the re-
foundation; this contradiction finds Its expression in
contradiction among the

lations among men and classes; there Is
: tween ourselves and the

people and there is also contradiction be of
enemy when the enemy takes advantage of It and the tmdt:lia:thﬂ-
contradictions, different in nature, are always knitte r:iulu-
The problem of religion is very compl icated. thladx:urd“ﬂupad
tionary and construction enterprises have o r:p:m:sl cadres
and new cadres have been raised,

has iaggad behind this development.

adequate experience and, therefore,

educational wof 1
some cadres have b

in handling the !:rnblam of
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celigion, some shortcomings are unavoidably noticed. To rajse
g 5

he cadres' political level, further implementation of Party
sol icy towards religion and strengthening of the unity among the
celigious believers of all nationalities is necessary for us in

order to re-~expound the several important questions in the Party

policy of freedom of religious belief,

The policy of freedom of religious belief is a long-term
and basic policy of the Party towards people's religious beliefs,
Chairman Mao said: ''The Communist Party adopts a policy of pro-
tecting religion; it protects all believers and non-believers in
religion no matter what that religinﬁ is, and respects their re-

ligious faith. Today it adopts the policy of protecting religion

and in the future it will go on adopting the same policy." [''Talk

by Chairman Mao in his interview with the homage delegation from

Tibet on October 8, 1952," Jenmin Jihpao, November 22, 1352.]

This policy takes its legal form in the constitution of our coun-
try. To protect people's freedom of religious belief and to
protect the people's freedom not to believe In religion are two
inseparable aspects of this policy; emphasizing either aspect and
denying the other aspect will invariably disagree with the prin-
clple of freedom of religious belief. A full interpretation of

the policy towards the freedom of religious belief should be

that one s free to bel leve or not believe in religion, to be-
1oz to bel leve In one school or

In this or that religion,
to believe in religlion

Nother schoo) of teaching in a religion, -
r -
In the Past but not to believe in it now, not to believe n

In
llglun Now but to belijeve In it In the future or to believe

is
"¢ligion now but not ta belleve in (¢t Inftheifutures This

' say, speaking on behal f of the state, whether the people in
tieve in rey igion or not or whatever religion they hﬂ:l:v:hm.
ll‘.:a:h“r Sl I:"-liirll!.*'zr*."r..-,r the state should _
™0 M0 said this long ago in his article
Yernment! publlahu;j In 1945: 1Everybody |8 free

not Interfere ¥
1on Coalition
to believe OF

RS sl o i a4 1.5
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not to be |
lleve in religion; neither compylsi
slon no

Is allowed." [Selected Works of R r discrimination
Languages Press, 1965). III B'G"]""-—-—__ﬂﬂ. (Peking: Foreign
» ’ .

Some people ask:
P : Communists are Marxists-Leninists and
’

thErEiﬂIE, cﬂmplete athe'gts 5 :
l ’ O W Y Shﬂl..lld he
) t Y ﬂdﬂpt the i
PGIICY

of freedom of religious belief?

T »
here is no need to deny that we Communists
atheists and d i ' ot g
O not believe in any religion, O l
is materialism and hi i Rliags - <
an istorical materialism and from this we under-
sta
tand the world and reform it, However, that Communists advocate
to deal with other people's religious belief is another thing.
These two things cannot be mixed up, |f one proceeds from the
point that the Communists do not believe in religions and draws
]
one's conclusion that the Communist Party must forbid or interfere

with other people's religious beliefs, then this is not the cor-
rect point of view,

Our Party adopts a policy of freedom in religious bellef be-

ree with the laws of religion and

Rel igion is a necessary product
In the prim=

na very

cause only this policy can ag

their natural characteristics.
velopment of human society.

as production at that time was o
trolled by the

d the forces of
a supernatural and
for religion

of a certain stage of de

itive Communist society,
very great extent was con

Man's failure to understan

low level, man to a

forces of nature,

nature and his fears origlnated his bellef In

mysterious power and this was the natural cause

coming into being. When the primitive Communist society developed
class dlvisions occurred in

to a certain stage, that Is, ligious
re

society, the exploiting class ma ; i a
idea, then systematic relligion gradually ol L

- from being
class society, the oppressed laboring nasseEarin ressed by
o
Oppressed by the forces of nature, ol e

t the
the social forces. People who fall t@
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soclal forces seek relief from a supernatural and mysteri
ous

Jower and this is the soclal cause for religion coming into b
E-I

: an be seen from thi
ing. It ¢ 'S that although the simple religious

idea was produced long ago in the primitive Communist society, it
.as shaped into a systematic religion and greatly developed only
by a class society as a result of being used and nurtured by the
exploiting classes. Therefore, one may say that the so-called
nodern religions have been produced principally from social
causes. At the root of the genesis and existence of religion

is man being oppressed by the forces of nature and society,
therefore, only when class exploitation has been eliminated from
human society, man's power to control nature has been greatly
developed and on this basis man's consciousness and scientific
and cultural level have been greatly raised, may religion gradual-
ly die out. From this it can be seen that religion has its own
laws governing its birth, development and extinction which are not
determined by the subjective will of any man. Therefore, it is
radically impossible to use compulsory methods as the solution
when dealing with people's religious beliefs; only by adopting a
policy of freedom in religious bel jef can we agree with the law
Within religion., Meanwhile, religion is an ideology existing i
man's brain. The gradual change in ideology only follows the

h
change in the conditions of the social materlial 1ife upon whic

ldeology depends and is possible only through man's self-

consciousness, Religion as an {deology IS largely cunurvatl:as
and stubborn; throughout'its 10ng historical developnent, 1t 18
become the habit of thousands and milllions of people; bY
€an this problem be solved through administrative orders +u:1rrt:|.ml
SIRD et ang i ha rah methods: Meanwhi 1€, cnntradictlnns H:"::d i
Pople arising from religious bel iefs between t,m”:v:man Mao
hﬂlleurs are generally an ideologlcal 2 and
ald: Vit §s not only futile but yery

UMary methods to deal with jdeological

no means
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On the Cor
[On the torrect HMandling of Contradictions S
-_'-'———-—_____-____
Among the People

(Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1958)
’

scientific analysis
Y of the law and Its origlinal ch
characteristic
S

within igi
religion and therefore is entirel
Y correct,

The basic
oauntry in:EZ at the F’rlizaent stage of our nation is to build ou
e : great socialist nation with modern indust ;
lead;n :?ru:.ulture and modern science and culture under ;:;t
rs

s th;: :::kthT g?idance of the three red banners. 'n:nm:eri-
be united and m;bi:‘m "E':"-"'-i'iﬂl",: to unite all the forces that can
ist enterprise l’hlz‘E all possible factors to serve the social-
(a majority ﬂf.th ousands and millions of religious believers

em being laboring people) are an important social

force. Th
e interests of the Party and of the people require unity

among th
g them as far as possible around the Party and the government

and the
full development of their positive role to serve the revo-

lutiona
ry cause and the construction enterprise; It is also the

Centra

| task of religious work at the present stage to ralse their
practice of revolution and
having a correct

This correct

consciousness continuously through the
construction, To achieve this, the key rests on
policy for dealing with their religious bel iefs.
Policy, as mentioned above, can only be a policy of freedom in
religious belief, Only a thorough enforcement of this policy

en

ables a correct handling of the relationship petween religious
between believers in different re-
|s of religious

rionalities and

be
lievers and non-bel ievers,
s in different schoo

varlous na
-bel ievers among
rnllgiﬂui bel

ligi
: gions or between believer
X .
b Fhing: promotes the unity among the
et

ween the religious believers and non

" Ppe
People; brings into play the activism of

the

the jevers
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~ freedom in religious belief is the only correct policy possibl
€

| by law
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perialism in defense of world peace:

|nuu

ng 1M e
nab
les the masses of

religlous believers to be educated towards patriot]
¥ |5m - #
and science and culture; and makes it possible to . social ism
' Uﬂtta Ed
and remodel the majority of religious followers, to i ; ucate

disintegrate the rightists and to ex
pose and strike d
own the im-

perial ists and counter-revolutionaries

From the above analysis it can be seen that the policy of
Yy of

for the Party to deal with people's religious beliefs; it Is a
long-term policy and at the same time a positive and ;evnlutinnar
pt:ﬂi:y and therefore it must be seriously implemented, In dH“:
with people's religious beliefs whether in implementing the Part;.rg
wlicy of freedom in religious belief or to enforce other contrary
|‘10|ir:.i=5 involves the questions of whether things should be done
;:::‘:T:’:::::ith {ilb_? ective laws and of whether the thousands
religious believers should be united to take part

In revoluti
lution and construction. This Party policy must be solesn-

ly vi
éwed from the highest principles.

k] A _Fu.l_ O = i

d with the

In our

Free o
dom in religious belief should not be confuse

U3¢ of : ,
Count religion for counter-revolutionary activities.
Py’
Yo the citizens' freedom in religious belief is protected

b
ut there is absolutely no freedom to carry out coun=Sls
u Shao-ch'i pointed

Onary activities. Just as Comrade Li
g Re~

out In b
is n of the People

i
Report on the Draft Constitutlo
rel igious bel lef is

Pblic of cns
China'':,,,safeguarding freedom in
g freedom in counter=

M b Al W 2

q“lt!
a d
|fferent matter from safeguardin

ut| 5
“m“irlnnar? activities; these two just cannot be mixed ups Nor,
=i ! jaws ever provide the slfght-
engage (N cuunt:r-rawlut:wry

" [pocuments of The 2=
hina,

epublic of &

i Will our Constitution and

éiq ty for those elements who
s

Matiq under the cloak of religion.’

Sl p
—Ople's Congress of the people's R
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p. 49.] In the past, the government punished
- ’

: I
the law, a group of imperialists and i N accordance with
ors w

= ho we :
counter-revolutionary activities ynder the cloak re engaged in
cloak of re]

* i =
this is entirely an act of safeguarding the interest glon;
sts o

and the people and enforcing the state laws and i b U S
s 0y

no means a

quastiﬂn concerning rEligiﬂus be
liefs Hereafte
. r, the government

will, on the one hand, still resolutely implement the poli

freedom in religious belief and on the other hand still: nr:l:Y Y
the masses (including the masses of religious believers) in?t::
resolute suppression of these elements who make use of religion

for their counter-revolutionary or other illegal activities,

Again, freedom in religious belief should not be confused
with the use of religion for feudal oppression and exploitation.
Some of our minority leaders exploit and oppress the people to
such a degree of cruelty that shocks whoever hears of it. Feudal

oppression and explolitation, whether conducted under the cloak of

religion or not, is not a question of religlous bellef but is

entirely a question of a social system of men oppressing men and

To build up a soclalist soclety is the common

aim of all nationalities in our country. It Is stated in Article
"The People's Republ c of China, by
and the soclal forces and by means
t transformation, en”

f exploitation and the
ns the

men exploiting men,

4 of the Constitution that:
relying on the organs of state
of socialist Industrialization and socialis
sures the gradual abalition of the system ©
bullding of a soclalist soclety.' A social lst bt il If
obliteration of all phenomena of uppra:!lan alnd uxplnltatl?n; i
the systems of feudal oppression and uxpluitatlnn in religio

not abolished among the minorities,
fail to obtain genuine | iberation. politics, t 3
Culture will fail to develop and these lge el 1whul:uh' n
become socialist minorities. % ':::s:and. to
sary for the Party and the government, "'T rel igious bel ief
resolutely implement the policy of freedom N 150

1 fail to
eces”
Therefore,
on




-168-

while, o° the other hand, relying on the masses to aboli h
3 sh th
gystems of feudal oppression and exploitation in religion th :
n through

dmcratic reform,

Religious faith and religious s :

each other and can be ':'-cparatzd Frc}my:::'iu::rass?latﬂd-Hith
has a definite form of expression which is nfteu; de::r::?zn
the rules and systems of that religion; however, it is n B

’ ot always
the case that religious belief makes every religious system es-
sential and unalterable. In a class society rel igion bears the
class stamp. The different religious rules and systems left over
fron the old society generally can be analyzed politically into"
three categories., The first category includes systems which in-
terfere with personal freedom, disturb social order, gravely
obstruct production and are radically against the Constitution;
the second category includes systems which, though not fully
agreeing with the basic spirit of state laws, do little harm to
the public interest of the state and soclety; the third category

Includes systems which do not go against state laws |
givities, In the

a T -
nd are pure expressions of proper rel igious ac
y must be re-

tYes of the Party and the state, the first categor
e religious believ
Systems in this category are systems of feudal DPP"“SIG"
and exploitation carried on under the cover of religion and their
Mlition will not impair the religious faith of the bel jevers.

T rs are
he third category needs no reform; the rell

o med by relying on the masses and through th
ers,

frtu
either to retain or to reform system

or
"ation may or may not be carried out if mo

be
Hevers do not demand it.




gain the real right to free religlous beljef

Before the ¢

L | m ~

cratic reform, the feudal masters and slave masters :
among some

minorities not only interfered with the religious bellef of thei
of their

own people but also exercised rel igious privileges to interfere

with the various aspects of their |ife. They forced the laboring

putting religlon like an
invisible cangue round their necks. He who abandoned his re-

people into believing in a religion,

ligious faith on his own will or changed his belief to another
religion met with cruel punishment. It is beyond Iimagination
that under these circumstances the masses of minorities were able
to enjoy freedom in religious belief. At the same time, resolute
implementation of the policy of freedom in religious belief makes
it possible to unite the broad laboring believers in religion,
Win the hearts of all people in the religious circles that can be
won, thoroughly abolish the systems of feudal oppression and ex-
Ploitation in religion and consolidate the fruits of victory in
this struggle, It may be seen from this that the reformation of
the systems of feudal oppression and exploitation In religloniis
not Contradictory to the implementation of the policy of freedom
in religious bellef: they promote each other. Therefore, it Is
Wrong to think that the abolition of the systems off feuce s oRs
Pression and exploitation in religlon is out of: 1ot H'thlth:Ink
Policy of freedom in religious belief; it is also wrong to t

in
licy of freedon
that jt s permissible not ta implement the policy of feudal

religlous belief during the reformation of the Svitm: in this
9PPression and exploitation or after theiIctoiTes H:Icv of
eformat jon, Thorough implm"“tim of i the it lw:l’l:l!‘-l' only
freedom in religious bai;,f is a regular taske. :“:Y i
there are people believing in religion R l: of | freecon
"ate sti1] adhere to this policy. The party R i

if




- them to enable them to make rational arrangements for

In rellgious belief on the one hand requires ys tq safeguard

people's freedom not to bel ieve in religion; no one
to force others into believing in a religion, nor to discriminate
]

hinder or attack those believers who out of their wish to abandon

their religious faith and those professional men of religion who
wish to return to the laity. On the other hand, it requires us,
by adopting concrete measures, practically to safeguard the re-
ligious beliefs of the believers, Religious belief must necessar-
ily express itself in a definite form of religious activity, All
proper religious activities of the believers, professional men of
religion performing proper religious duties and churches or
temples accepting people who are willing to become followers or
monks should be permitted. Religious bellevers permitted to per-
form proper religious activities must be allowed to have fixed
places for such activities. In places where religious believers
are numerous and grounds for religious activities are difficult

to provide, a suitable solution should be sought in accordance
With the actual conditions. Contradictions, to a greater or less-
er degree, occur between the religlous activities of the bellevers
i production, Suitable solutions should be sought by means of

Patient education among the believers and full consultation with

production

ad rel igious activities,

We believe that under the intelligent |eadership of the Party
Central and Chalrman Mac and the guidance of the three red banners,
If we Seriously implement the Party pollicy of freedom In rullgla::
htHef and actively do our work pl‘ﬂpﬂl’"ﬁ we will be able to go d
"Ulying the thnu'&anas and millions of religious bel ievers aroun
the Party and the government and arouse their activism

the
Socialigt enterprise of our motherland.

in serving
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Document 24

Liu Ch'un,
THE CURRENT NATIONALITY QUESTION AND CLASS STRUGGLE™
(June 30, 1964)

The nationality question is related to the class question.
The national ity question is in essence a class question. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung has pointed out: ''In the final analysis, a national-
ity struggle is a question of class struggle." ('Statement Ap-
pealing to World Peoples to Unite in Opposition to the Racial
Discrimination of U.S. Imperialism, and in Support of the Struggle

of American Negroes Against Racial Discrimination" (August 8,

1963) . See Jenmin Jihpao, August 3, 1963). This is a Marxist-

Leninist principle. When observing and dealing with the
mind thlis Marxist-Leninist

question of

pational-

Ity question, we must firmly keep in
are dealling with the

principle, no matter whether we
or the natlonallity

national colonies in the international sphere

. tion of the
question in our own country, with the nacionsiil qu?:d f the

er o
timﬂ ﬂf our dmcrﬂtiﬂ ruyﬂlﬂt[ﬂn or thﬂt Gf thﬂ p

soclalist revolution and socialist construction.

|
ertaln age,

The root cause
it on

lcal category of a ¢
jtal ism.

of axﬁlultatlnn bul
ip of means of

Natlonality Is an histor
formed during the ascending period of cap
o ..th' national ity question ls the system :
the foundation of the system of private owners

hh !_
nslatad in U.S. Consulat

ines
*Hung Ch' . 12 (1964); tra nland Magaz'f=o
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product ton. Marx said, ''The existing relations of the system of
ownership are the cause that makes some nations exploit other

nations.'' (''On Poland." Complete Works of Marx and Engels,
J people's Publishing House, Vol. 4, p. 409.) The bourgeoisie and

other exploiting classes of an oppressor nation, while oppressing

and exploiting the working people of thelr own nation, will al-
‘- ways oppress and exploit other nations In their country and fight
for markets, raw material producing areas, and markets for capltal

1
1
3
|
4
:
g
:

il

investment in other countries in order to expand the sphere of
ﬂ their exploitation, They will strive hard to establish a system
” of national oppression and a colonial system, carry out brutal
natlonal aggresslion and national oppression, and place other

nations under their exploitation, 50 long as imperialism, the

and exploiting classes and the system of ex-
tion

FE

capitalist system,

ploitation exist, national oppression and national exploita

will not be eliminated.

il v B, B Sl angaddid. v e e n b

National oppression is certainly not an antagonism and

people of one nation and all the peo
ols nationalists and other exploiting

on by the ruling class of an

g majority of the people of
and the work-

!truggla between all the ple

of another nation, as bourge
classes say it is, but is oppress |

oppressor nation over the overwhelmin

J (’5 an oppressed nation, principally workers, peasants,
Ing people. The oppressors are In the minorlty, while the op~ '~

pressed are in the great majority. Comrade Mao Tse-tufig ““: 2
"In the United States, it"ls only the reactionary ruling “'“'.: SRR |
among the whites who are oppressing the Negro. pecPle: :‘h:v"“ SRaRM AN e [

| 8 T S T S B D ST
In no way represent the workers, farmers, rwnlutl:nw n lnlns:' R

the overwhelming 3
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the majority and they are in the minority, At most, they are |
’ e less
than ten percent of the three billion people of the world.

i
(“'Statement Appeal ing to World Peoples to Unite In Opposition to

the Racial Discrimination of U.S, Imperial ism, and in Support of

the Struggle of American Negroes Agalinst Raclal Discrimination"
(August 8, 1963). See Jenmin Jihpao of August 9, 1963).

When carrying out aggression and oppression against other
nations, the bourgeoisie and other exploiting classes always do
so under the natlional banner and declare that what they do is in
the interests of all the people of their own nation. That is a
shameful trick of deception. Their aggression against and op-
pression of other nations not only absolutely does not conform to
the interests of the proletariat and other working people of
their own nation, but is exactly contrary to these interests and
is basically opposed to them. Engels pointed out long ago: 'No
nation can be a free nation when it still oppresses other na-
tions," ("'On Poland.' Complete Works of Marx and Engels, Vol. &4,
People's Publishing House, p. 410). In his letter to S, Meyer and
A. Vogt, Marx pointed out that, by taking a hostile attitude
against the Irish worker, the English worker ''turns himself Into
a tool of the arlstocrats and capitalists of his country against
Ireland, thus strengthening their discrimination over himself."
("Letter from Marx to S. Meyer and A. Vogt'' (April 3, 1870).

Selected Correspondence oOF of Marx and Engels, People's Publishing
Lenin sald, ''The apprassiun

It cuts both

of 'subject peoples' Is a double-edged weapon.
and against the Russian

les'
ways--against the ‘'subject peop
people,.'' (''National Equality." Collected Works of Lenin, Vol.

for this
20, People's Publishing House, Pp. 233). It Is exactly fo !
at and the working people of all nations

of the bourgeoisie and
ional aggression and

reason that the proletarl

must see thruugh'thls trick of deception

other exploiting classes, oppose all nat
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natlonal oppression, and support the oppressed nations in thei
.

struggle for emancipation,

Marx held that the development of national liberation move-
nents was a decisive blow to the ruling class of capitalist
countries and essential to the struggle of the proletariat for
its own liberation. In his letter to S, Meyer and A. Vogt, Marx
wrote that the national emancipation of the Irish was for the
English working class ''no question of abstract justice of humani-
tarian sentiment, but the first condition of their own [the
English workers'] social emancipation.” ("Letter from Marx to
S. Meyer and A, Vogt'' (April 9, 1870) . Selected Correspondence

_uiHarx and Engels, People's Publishing House, 1962 ed., pp. 255"
256), Lenin developed the thesis of Marx and Engels. He main-

tained that the oppressor nation must be distinguished from the

oppressed nation, and put forward the slogan, ‘'oroletarians and

' He pointed out: '"If in

oppressed nations of the world, unite
e and America

their anti-capitalist struggle the workers of Europ
do not unite as closely as possible with th

slaves under the oppression of Capital, then the revolutionary

movement in the advanced countries will in effect merely be a de-
ception,'" (''Second Congress of the Communist International,"
Collected Works of Lenin, People's Publishing House, vol. 31, P-

238.) Under contemporary historical conditions, Comrade Mao Tse-
tung has further developed the Marxist-Leninist principle concern~

ing the mutual relations between national liberation movements and
the revolutionary movement of the proletariat, and made a very
high estimation of the significance and role of the national 1ib=

eration movements of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. In his

Statement in support of American Negroes in their opposition
against racial discrimination, which he made in August last year,

C(Inradﬂ Mao T!E"tuﬂg pOintﬁd out ﬂﬂphﬂtiﬂﬂ“}': "The evil E?Stﬁ'-ll

of colonialism and imperialism grew up a
of Negroes and the trade in Negroes, it will

e milllons of 'colonial’

i
|
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end with the th
# H ﬂrﬂugh Emﬂﬂﬂlpatinn of the black "
ment Appealing to World Peoples to Unite in OppupTul:la. ("State-
sition to the

Struggle of Ame
T rican Negroes Against Racial Discrimination.' (A
- ’ 3 . See J_E_n_mi_n:’—iilEa—D. August 9. 1963 ) o dl 7 ug-=
se-t H . rade
ung says that in their just struggle, the people of all an
d

countries in
the world have and will continue to have the resol
olute

support of the 650,000,000 Chinese people, He says that the 1i
of imperialism will not be too long and that since [the im : Elfa
ists] have done all conceivable bad things, the oppressed p::?l-
{-Jf the world will certainly not forgive them. He also say: t:a:S
In order to overcome the reactionary rules of imperialism, it is
necessary to form an extensive united front and bring tug;ther
all forces, excluding the enemy, that can be brought together, so
as to continue carrying out the gigantic and difficult struggle,
(Statement to foreign visitors from lraq, lran, and Cyprus during
an interview on May 9, 1960, See Jenmin Jihpao, May 10, 1960.)

With the oppressed nations, those who really suffer natlonal

oppression are principally the oppressed and exploited classes,

that Is the working class and the broad masses of laboring people,

the overwhelming majority of whom being peasants. wWhen the in-

terests of the national bourgeoisie of the oppressed nations,
including even some patriotic princes and members of the nobility,

are encroached upon through imperialist national oppression, they
very often side with the broad masses of laboring people of their
lalist national oppression. In Itst
nal oppression, the proletariat
it should be seen that their
ession |s based on the
As for the reaction=

with Imperialism,
but will unite

own nation to oppose Imper
struggle against imperialist natio
should unite with them, However,
attitude toward Imperialist national oppr

final analysis on thelr own class Interests.
| ho collaborate

tional oppression,
act as their

aries of the oppressed natlions W

they will not only not resist na
with the ruling class of the oppressor nations,
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cunning dog, and together with them oppress and exploit the lab
(s -
Ing people of thelr own nation. R

It may thus be seen that national oppression is in essence
class oppression, and that the struggle against national oppres-
sion is in essence a struggle against the oppressor classes of
the oppressor nations, and very often also a struggle against the

reactionaries and traitors of the oppressed nations themselves

For this very reason, Marxist-Leninists have never regarded
the national ity question as an isolated question. They hold that
solution of the nationality question is a revolutionary question
and part of the overall question of revolution. At different
stages of the revolution, the proletarian party has different
tasks with regard to the nationality question. In the age of

imperialism, the nationality question is part of the overall

question of proletarian revolution and proletarian dictatorship.

To win national equality and thorough emancipation, the people of

oppressed nations must resolutely carry out national democratic

revolution, overthrow imperialist national oppression and the

rule of the running dogs of Iimperialism, and then go on to carry
| exploiting classes and

out socialist revolution and eliminate al
gnce exploita-

the system of exploitation. Marx and Engels said,
loitation of one nation by

tion of man by man is eliminated, exp
{sm within a

another will also be el iminated. Once class antagon
nation disappears, antagonism between nations will also disap~

pear," (The Communist Manifesto.
E—m People's Publishing House, Vol.
I1.

Cnmglatu Works E_l: Marx E..."i
b, p. 488) .

ur own country is part of the

and the Party's
over-

The natlonal ity question in ©
Overal | question of revolution in our country,

task in respect of this nationallity question.!s P

The handling of this partial question

all task of our revolution.
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--the nationali i
Ly question In our country=--myst f
conform to the

interests of the Chinese revolution as a whol
wWnole,

the development o
pm f the cause of our revolution that it i
S possible

to settle the nationality question of oyr count
ountry,

f
.

colonial, feudal country, and all nationalities withi
‘ within the
suffered alike from the national oppression of i i
(nfaddition  th i T s
n, the minorities in the country al
s . y also suffered from the
ppression of Chinese chauvinism. In his political
. re-
port at the Seventh Nati
s onal Congress of the Communist Party of
in 1345, Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed: 'The Kuomintang's
anti-popular clique denies the existence of many nationalities in
China, and calls all minorities besides the Chinese 'tribes.'
With regard to these minorities, they have completely inherited
the reactionary policy of the Manchu government and the government
of the Northern warlords, doing everything concelvable to oppress
and exploit them.' [See Document 3] The national oppression from

foreign imperialism was in reality oppression from foreign monopo-
e national oppression from Chinese chauvin-

ly bourgeocisie, while th
Chinese

ism in the country was in real ity oppresslon from the
feudal classes and bureaucratic bourgecisie. The great masses of
the Chinese laboring people also suffered from oppression by the
Chinese feudal classes and bureaucratic bourgeoisie. Meanwhile,
there also existed within the minorities themselves feudal classes
and the class of slave owners who, 0 col laboration with imperial-
Ism and the Chinese feudal classes and bureaucratic bourgeoisie,
In turn oppressed and exploited the broad masses of laboring
ssople. | That! s the content of theinaCloaaliul question in the

basis of
period of democratic revolution in our country and the ba
Imperial ism, feudal ism, and

le of all
enemlies of the peop
ree majarof 2 S0 mperialism

enemy of all nationalitlies of

its class essence. Tl
capitalism were the th
nationalities of our countrye
IS the most important, most vicious

hree enemies,
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our country. Comrade Mao Tse-tung says, '"The contradiction be-
tween imperialism and the Chinese nation and those between feudal -
lsm and the popular masses are the basic contradiction in modern
chinese socliety....The contradiction between Imperialism and the
Chinese nation are the principal one.'" ['"The Chinese Revolution
and the Chinese Communist Party,' Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung
(Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1965), II, 313.] Durlng_the.-_

period of democratic revolution In our country, the serious task

_ of opposition to imperialism required the various natlonalities

) of our country to effect the closest possible unity and solidari- |

ty. History has proved that in order to win national equality
and emancipation, the minorities of our country must solidly unite
themselves with the Chinese and together oppose the three major

enemies, particularly the imperialist aggression against and op-

pression of our country.

In the period of the democratic revolution, the Central Com=
mittee of our Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung put forward, on the

basis of Marxist-Leninist theory and in accordance with the con-

ditlons of the time of our revolution and the actual circumstances

of relations within the country, the following baslc guideline

i
for settlement of the natlonality question in our country. lt”5
this: To put In effect national equality and lead and ral iy

three
fationalities to wage a revolutionary struggle against the

blic of
mjor enemies; in the unified country=-the People's Repu

: ish the
hina--set up after the victory of the revolution, to abol )
d In the big famlly of the motherlan
s of equallity and

ffect regional
rity

Ystem of oppression, an

o
Which all nationalities are united on the bas
to put into €

COO0perate wi her amicably,
with one anot : ey n prospe

utonomy and bring about common developmen _.ls, the Party
for a1y nationalities, With this guideline as & 1|:ius. led
so formulat f policies for the nationa

ed a series of po unite

Chinese people £©

the the
Pecple of the minorities and Iy revolutionary

themselves solidly and to wage courageous

gl Aden el o s g
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struggles for many vyears.

With the victory of the

the rule of Imperialism, fﬂudallsm. and byre
auc

as represented by the reactionary ruling cligq
ue
was overthrown, A people's democratic dictators
r

hip was -
lished with the working class in the lead and the k i
wor

alliance forming the foundation. Thus . the. toa i er-faeasant
nation of striving for independence and emancipation :n:h'"“'

ally and reallizing unification of the motherland was suc::na:lm-
fulfilled. Meanwhile, the system of national oppression w::h?:y
the country was also thoroughly abol Ished, and equality among the

nationalists and regional autonomy were realized.

e ::Et::t:::gf;;: effect of regional autonomy for all minori-
y of the unified motherland Is the basic
Policy of our Party toward the settlement of the nationallty
question. This policy has already produced great results In our
country., The system of regional autonomy Is part of the system
of people's democratic dictatorship of our country. It not only
safeguards the unity of the motherland and the solidarity of the
nationalities, safeguards the rights of equality and autonomy of
the minorities, and unites the laboring people of varlous nation-
alities and other people who can be united In the autonomous
areas, but Is also a system with which the laboring people of the
minorities carry out soclalist revolution and soclallst construc®
tion, It is also a weapon with which the laboring people of the

minorities carry out struggle against the enemy and class struggle.
. ‘I People's Republ ic of
t been com=

inoritles

However, after the establishment of the

“hina, the nationality question in our country has no
at |s because {n many m

there still e

xists the rule o _

For the sake of maintalning thelr position
{vable means to

conce
uxplnltlng the barriers |

Class of slave owners.
s exploiter-rulers, they always try SveL)

foment trouble among the nationalities by



e o=

Fe

tia
e

-180-

Left Over from history. They would even start revolts to split

the unity of

of the people of al
the criminal object of maintaining and developing the private

the motherland and sabotage the revolutionary cause

1 nationalities of our country, so as to attain

class Interests of a handful of people. Under their oppressive

rule, the broad masses of laboring people of the minorities also

suffer cruel exploitation and |ive an extraordinarily miserable

Under such clrcumstances, the oppressed and exploited

by no means enjoy or ful ly enjoy

life,
people of the minorities can

the rights of national equal ity glven them by the state, More-

over, the backward productive forces of these minorities cannot
be changed and developed.

emancipation--class emancipation.
f laboring people of the minorities,

They have not yet achieved complete

Without the class emancipation

of the broad masses o there

can be no complete national emancipation.

nationality question in

With regard to the solving of the
jons must be made

our own country, two basic cognitional quest

Clear,

asses In any nationality. That being the
at class, forms the

First, there are cl
case, what sort of people, or to be exact, wh
main body of a nationality? Whose
terests? Who should be emancipated in
Whose equality and development is mean
development? The way these questions 3

ing 1ine between the national view of
the bourgeoisie and other exploiting classes.

re the nationa
ion?

The bourgeoisie and other exploit

their own class interests above tho
jze the name of

Nationality, They want tO monopo!
declare themselves to be the representative 2

n”t? and the guardian of Its jnterests.
View, they themselves--the explote!ng e ts are t
of the nationality, and their c13%° |nEOLEs

he interests

3
i
3
i
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of the nationality. So far as
thﬂY are co
Ncerned, ""ﬂtlﬂnal

equal ity'' and "national emanci
Pation' are re
allized and the "

tional ity question" is so)ved S0 long as

their priv
interests are satisfied. Private class

Unlike the bourgeoisie and other ex-

ploiting classes, Marxists-Leninistg hold that the main body of
n y of a

» and slaves, the
majority of whom are the poor and most heavily oppressed peasants
(herdsmen), serfs, and slaves. Comrade Mao Tse-tung says, '"Our
government represents not only the workers and peasants, but the
whole nation., This has been Implicit in our slogan of a workers'
and peasants' democratic republic, because the workers and peas-
ants constitute 80 to 90 percent of the population.'" ['"On Tactics
Against Japanese Imperialism,'" Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung
(Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1965), |, 168.] National inter-
ésts are in the final analysis the interests of the proletariat

and other working people who form the overwhelming majority, and
class Interest

No true national interests are possible without the :
no
of the proletariat. National emancipation must be emancipatio

the laboring people who form the overwhelming majority of thf na;
rprete
tion, National equality and development, too, can be '"t': P %
ew
only as the equality and development of the laboring peop

st imparuant
form the overwhelming majority of the nation. T

of emancipa~
content of the nationality question 13,5 qﬂ:’::: laboring peo~
) _
f oppressed and exp
i equality and emancipation

Iming majority of all
r the

tion of the great masses
Ple of al} nationalities, Without the

h
of the laboring people who form the over : e R
Nationalities, there can be no equality an

11ty
the nationad
whole nation, and there can be no solution of

question, he na=

he solution of t

relied on for © S minorities

Second, who are to be s

1as
tionaljty question? The exploiting ©
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hold that a small number of the upper strata elem

exploiting classes only need be relied on. and thﬂntﬁ of the
adoption of some reform measures and exac;tinn ufat through their
or .through dependence on a certain Imperialist pﬂw:ume reforms,
charity of the reactionary ruling class in the cuun:rur :" u.m
equal ity" and ''national emancipation' will be realize:. :atmnal
hationality question'' will be solved. Being fundament:Tl B
posed to the masses and to revolution, they naturally cann:tﬂE—
expected to take the road of carrying out revolution by rel inE
on the masses. However, from the point of view of Harxiit-v 3
Leninists, revolutionary struggle by the great popular masses of

the exploited classes of the oppressed nations is necessary if

the nationality question [s to be solved. In order to solve the

national ity question thoroughly, the proletarian party must carry

out revolutionary struggle and resolutely carry revolution through

to the end by leading and

broad masses of laboring people of the
ying all those who can be rallied.

mobilizing the oppressed and exploited

national minorities and by

winning over and rall All ideas
dence on charity are basically erroneous and

of reformism and depen
line between

must be resolutely uppased.
of the proletariat and that of t

This is another dividing
he bourgeoisie.

the national view

e most fundamental questions

lon will never be solved
(¢t Is for the
oletarian

Questions of revolution are th

to any nation, and the national ity quest

If revolution and class struggle are set aside.

purpose of solving the national ity question that the pr
{as In carrying out revolu-

party leads the people of the minorit
tion, The more thoroughly the revolution IS carried out, the more
question. The

national ity

be solved without class
ffect to

thorough will be the solution of the

view that the nationality question can

lon within the mino
n of the national ity

struggle and revolut
of the national view of the

rejection and nppositlnn to a solutio
Such a view Is merely 3 manifestation

bourgeol
sie.
I | sls above that, whether

wifbis
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th regard to
H: h : d i among the various nationali
with regard to th dlities
9 e minorities thENSHIVES. the nationalit =
Y question

S root |
class oppression and class exploitation exist n the fact that
3

In our country after its liberation has it

within the minori-

ties themselves Therefore, the o
’ re, t nly way
to solve the nati i
onality

mobilizing the labo
‘ | ring people full
within the minorities for carrying out revolution ?

question thoroughly is by

| Not only must
a democratic revolution be carried out and completed, but a s
E o=

cialist revolution must also be carried out and completed. In
short, the laboring people must be mobilized to destroy, I;y
stages, all systems of exploitation and oppression, all exploiting
and oppressor classes, and the system of private ownership that

gives rise to exploitation,

Under the leadership of the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
the people of the minorities of our country have thoroughly im=
plemented the Party's guidelines and policy in respect of the
nationality question, First, democratic reform has been carried

out, In which they overthrew the rule of feudal lords and the

class of slave owners with thelr own hands. Then socialist

transformation has been put in effect in the overwhelmin
of areas Inhabited by our brother nationalitlies, as a result of
which the broad masses of peasants (and herdsmen) have actively
Jolned people's communes and embarked on the road of collectiviza-
tion, Meanwhile, soclalist construction Is belng vigorously de-

veloped In all minority areas as all other parts of the country.

reas
In this way, the social and economlic aspects of all minority a
ges of a fundamental nature, and

in our country have undergone chan

the spiritual aspect of the popular masses assumes
d by the Party's gene
-eas have overcome

construction, and

a brand new
ral line for
various
‘tha

look, In recent years, guide
socialist construction, the minority ar

difflculties besetting the way €O
en an all

cities t

=arounc

econ ak
omic situation has t o the countryside,

In all minority areas, from the
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grlcuitU"I to Ii’ﬂ"”""*':""-a'I areas, and from China Proper to the fron- ‘J':‘“
or ceglons, there Is an alr of vigorous prosperity everywhere, =

int b
JIth gruﬂing pruﬁpurlty n‘ he soclial economy and steady Improve- g
qent of the people's |ivel ihood year after year, the population ;

Sl
R

1150 grows steadlly year after year. Rallying closely round the

$
4

party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the people of the minorities of
our country are Increasingly united year after year and march

b SN

forward resolutely along the road of socialism. The unity of our

r :"‘i‘

wtherland Is Increasingly consol idated year after year.

P i o
bl o
" a4

In the period of transition, our Party must accomplish its

uestion within

9
the country, that is, It must consol Idate the

s democratic dictatorship, consoli-
n the worker-peasant alliance,
protect national

land, consol idate the people’

date the national defenses, strengthe

strengthen the solidarity of the nationalitlies,
lead the minorities in

equal ity, put In effect reglonal autonomy, &

fulfilling the democratic revolution, real 1ze socialist revolu-
help the minorities to develop
t revolution to the
and

tion and soclalist construction,

carry out the soclalls
tion of our country,

ther to commun i SM.

Into modern minorities,
end, thoroughly solve the national ity ques
tnable all the nationalities to pruce.ﬂd i
i At present, the work of socialist revolution an
struction In the minority areas in our country

Initlal stage, In order to carry out thoroughly
feudal SY

WSt rally the broad masses of laboring
angd i]] other PWP“ who can be ralll‘dr
Wflcult work, We must earnestlY Implement €
line 1n ¢ rural areas, organize and rely ©

POQ
- and lower middle peasants,
AL doing all kinds of work.
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cluding intellectuals of the working class), We must resolutely

follow the Party's general lline for socialist construction oper=
»

ate people's communes and producers cooperatives successfully

’

consolidate the socialist economic system, and develop socialist

economy and culture, We must give the cadres and broad masses

of laboring people of the minorities proletarian class education,
education In patriotism, soclialism and the future of communism,
and education in internationalism, organize them for studying
Marxism=Leninism and the thought so as to turn them into revolu-
tionaries. We must strengthen the close ties between the central
authority and the popular masses of the minorities, strengthen
the equality, sollidarity, and friendly mutual-aid among all minor-
ities of the motherland in thelr common labor, common struggle,
and common |ife, oppose Chinese chauvinism and local nationalism,
Implement the united front pol lcy toward the patriotic upper
strata elements of the minorities, implement the policy of freedom

of religious belief, and wage a resolute struggle against the

re-
imperialists, the reactionaries of all countries, the modern

ities of
visionists, and the counter-revolutionary sabotage actliv

the minorities within the country.

Our Party works on the
ties and Induces them to join the ant

united front because we want (O rally all e
rallied to oppose our main enemies, first O n: reform them through
Meanwhile, we also want to unlte, educate, adm“ e AT
the united front, 30 th;t_thﬂ'f L L accﬂruf the Party, oppose
colitical criteria and under the leadership e B

lalism.
the ro.d of socC
imperialism, love thelr country, and fol low =07

front =
[Emust be seenitots et ties serves the revolu

“other laboring peopte
fon and socialist

the upper strata el ements
workers,

tionary cause of the

as well as the cause of s
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unstl'U“‘“"' We must make our work in thls respect more fayv
or-

to the revolutionary cause of the broad masses of
0

abor 1ng people of the' minorities,

[1I,

Jith democratic reforms accomplished in all minority areas
in our country and with a decisive victory won in socialist

transformation in most of these areas, is there still a national-

ity question in our country? |s the nationality question still

essentially a class question? Our answer to both these questions

The Party painted out at the 10th Plenary Session of its

Is yes.
throughout the whole historical period

8th Central Committee that

of transition from capitalism to communism, a class struggle be-

tween the bourgeoisie and the proletariat would exist as well as

s of soclalism and capitalism.

a struggle between the two road
exception in any nationality.

That is a universal law that has no
between the two roads in the

tably reflected in the nationality
ive law of class

The class struggle and struggle

minorities will in turn be inevi
ned by the object

the imperialists,
{sionists, the bandit

question, That is also determi

struggle. Unwilling to admit defeat,
the modern rev
revolutl

incite cnntradi:tinna

o sabotage our
| as

actionaries of all countries,

clique of Chiang Kal-shek, and the
deliberately

g in a vain effort

counter= onary elements

I". various nationalities would
among our various nationallitie
"ational unity and the solida
our socialist cause, so as to

the slave system in minority areas.
from the stage of history, the overthrown re

Plolting classes among the minorities would try rry ©
a
Ng the minorities by all conceivable meanss <

sab gion tO
_ otage activities, and schemeé for thelr

:;:!n The unreformed nationa
ts of the minorities, remal

|1ties as wel
even

actionary a

own restorad

ning on
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exploiting classes, would try to incite

Contradictions |
N o
to protect or rehabilitate their class | rder

nterests, A bourgeolsie

the root Sources that

Then there are among the peas-
ants of the various minorities some rich middle peasants who have

gives rise to local nationalism,

spontaneous capitalist tendencies and who are easily influenced
by bourgeois nationalism. The fact that this or that question
still arises with regard to relations between nationalities among
the minorities can in the final analysis be attributable to the
causes mentioned above, It is quite clear that the nationality
question in our country at present is still essentially a class

g

question and that is root cause is still class, class contradic-

‘.f“"“.:-l l._‘.l:ﬂ

tions, class struggle, and the struggle between the two roads.

Both Chinese chauvinism and local nationalism belong to
bourgeois thought and are basically Incompatible with socialism
and the national view of the proletariat, Chinese chauvinism and
local nationalism are an internal contradiction of the people .

the
which must be overcome. They are a class contradiction among
national Ist elements have

Working In league

dern revislionists,

People, In recent years, however, local
been very audacious in many minority areas.
with Imperialists, foreign reactionaries, 9 ing by all
counterrevolutlonaries inside the country, O FIRTE l'i'glrl ef-
concelvable means to cause contradictlions to arise In :::h,

fort to attain their objective of splittind e unlt:nd oppression.
Motherland and restoring the system of ﬂplnltﬂ'“:h' unity of

The Spearhead of thelr attack is directed LU

: dership, and
mo party's 1€
the motherland, national solidaritys i nAnti-Chinese, independ=

radiction be"

and
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the cont
ence, and no reform forever.' There je of all nationalities
eop .
tWween these local nationalists and (LS :n the enemy and ourse 8;
betwe

'n our country Is a contradiction
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y out activities under the banner of local nationalism against

carr
the Communist Party, the people, and socialism are

the conmon enemy of the people of all nationalities,

All reactlionaries of any nationality would often disguise

enders of their own nationality interests, Actu-

themselves as def
ally they betray thelr nationality interests. What they are con-

the interests of the laboring people who form
the population of their own nationality,
s of a handful of those of the exploiting

cerned about is not
nora than 90 percent of
byt the private interest

For these they would not hesitate 1o betray their own

their own motherland, and ally them-
They deceive

o

classes.
nationality, rebel against
selves to Imperialism and fo

the laboring people of their
y interests,

e flercest persecution and t

reign reactlonaries.
own nationality under the pretext of

but as a matter of fact

protecting their nationallt
he most

are prepared to carry out th
cruel exploitation against t
Before the liberation, - the dark rule of these
social productivity in man it iy

Inpaired, the people suffer
tation, they lived in extreme poverty, the pop

ing and on the verge of extinction. one of the -
_; eo
9 of this situation was the situation of the laboring P E

. narie
| Tlbet on the eve of the liberation. what the rea:tlﬂmturesti"
the minorities mean today by ndefense of natlunallt}rnarltlﬂ o

eople of the
"ard poverty, decline, and even extinction. Th::r.lzltius of
Minorities muit resolutely smash these sabotage

the reactionaries.

he broad masses of laboring people.

reactinnarias,

Y minorities In our cou

ulation was
|1ving examples
of

s of

%

Nationalism 1s prnpﬁfl‘f a bourgeo!*
thrown feudal lords and the class of ser S
"W also yse it as an Ins which to ¥
%Gainst ys, The imperialistss

~ 30d the modern revisionists were afra
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solldarity of the nationalities and the unity of our co ntry i
untry in

the past, are still so today and will

remain so in the f
uture,
So long as imperialism exists,

it will not cease to try to disrupt

and sabotage the unity and sol ldarity of the nationalities of our

country., The criminal activities of the handful of local nation-

alists to split the motherland are conducted exactly in response

- to the schemings and under the direct direction of the imperial -

Ists, reactionaries of various countries, and modern revisionists,
or are conducted exactly in accordance with their needs. Thus
these local nationalists are really traitors who respond from
within the country to the subversive and sabotage activities of
the imperialists, etc, We must recognize profoundly this reac-

tionary character of the local nationalists,

- A new, outstanding situation has arisen in the minority areas
of certain frontier regions of our country. There moden revi-
sionists are frantically fomenting trouble in the nationality re-
lations of our country, carrying out subversive activities on a
large scale, and inciting and compelling large numbers of resi-
dents of the minorities in these frontier regions to flee the
country, Such criminal activities of the modern revisionists,

Leninism and proletarian Internationalism,

which betray Marxism-
people of all nationali-

have roused the incomparable wrath of the

They are resolutely opposed to, and are de-

ties of our country.
s of the

termined to smash thoroughly, these criminal activitie

modern revislonists.

1V,

hole country, thu'natlunalltlei

d unity and sol Idarity.
which are

After the liberation of the w
unprecedente

fferent nationalities,
yet been completely removed.

lc development and cultural de=
g different nationalities of

of our country have achlieved

However, the barriers between di

left over from history, have not

Meanwhile, inequalities in econom

velopment still actually exist amon

Lo
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Motherland and the solidarity of the nat

_lgﬁ-

oot COUNETY s and different nationality characteristics.

When dealing with the natlionality question, we should regu-
larly PaY attention to these factors and analyze them, and regard
thelr solution as an important task In the handling of the nation-

ality questlion.

Qur Party has always attached adequate importance to the ef-
fects that could be produced by the barriers left over from his-
tory. However, our Party has never regarded these barriers as
things that can never be changed, Our Party holds that the root
source that gave rise to the barriers lay in the imperialist
aggression against our country, in the imperialist policy of
splitting the unity of the oppressed country and its national
solidarity, in the policy of national oppression implemented by
the exploiting classes of the oppressed country itself, and also
in the incessant disruption and deception practiced by the ruling
class of the oppressed nation on the broad masses of laboring
people of the nationality. With the abolition of national op-
pression and through the efforts of our Party, the barriers be-
tween the minorities and the Chinese will certalnly dlsappear

Jradually, This is because under the leadership of our Party and
{sm, the great masses of
titute the overs

have 4 high

Particularly under the system of soclal
POOr peasants and lower middle peasants, U et
whelming majority of the population of the minorities, Lo
degree of revolutionary ardor. They are the enemy of all !-Y:up-
of exploitation and exploiting classes, and_the Ao m“:hw
POrter of the sociallist road and the ctive economy.

colle ¢ the
ac d the unity ©
tlvely support national equality and uphol€ = Their inters

jonalities.

laburlng_ﬂ'"P]"

the Chineseé ¢ na-

11d foundation folwt
Under the 1eader

e
T:ts are identical with those of
I3 ldentity of interests is the most SO

t - v

] Solidarity, That is exactly the 1o the 1aboring peopl®
"1p of the Party in the past decade and PO or onaarctiSig

, ?f FH' various nationalities have shovt: goncels
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the great masses of
the Chinese people have glven f
raternal ald

to all minorities
in the political, economic d
» and cultural

spheres, and the r
. he people of the minorities too, h

to the Chinese
people. As a result of the prolonged
ed common reyv-

olutionary str
wes :ﬁﬂplzgzle;limn labor, and common |ife among the
e nationalities, a completely new type of
T B [ e Pdaf equality, solidarity, amity, and mutual-
W and Is developing. This shows that, with
there is no fﬂundazz:s?an by the exploiting classes abolished,
left over from histor or the prolonged existence of the barriers
y among the laboring people of the national-

i
ties who have the same class Interests,

Of course
still exert a c;r:::nrj:::::nzz ::::::;:“5 s
s n people, Moreover, as
mperialists, modern revisionists, the reactionaries both in-
side and outside the country, and the exploiting classes of the
':‘:::lzlez:ra still trying to foment trouble a@ung the national-
ilizing this influence, this question should all the
more command our attention. Lenin sald, ''How can this distrust
be dispelled? How can this distrust be overcome and mutual trust

establ ished instead? To do that, the best way would be to oppose
rted effort the landlords and caplitallists

with one heart and conce
o restore themselves

well as thelr attempts ¢
dictatorship and the 50°

d Peasants on the

of all countries as
to power, and to defend the
viet regime." ('Letter of Ukralinian Workers an

enin people's

Victory Against Denlkin." collected Works of Lenls
Pub) Ishing House, Vol. 30, P 263.) Therefore, T order to elim=

inate this influence thuruhghly and strengthen the
ity among the nationalities, the only way s to strengthen ‘class
g the minorities, continue tO wage class struggle,
e enemy, thoroughly smash all

a:l:'lvltlu, and carry out soc

close sol idar-

education amon

develop a struggle against th
counter-revolutionary sabotag®

alist

revolution deeply.
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The actual inequa!lity between different nationalities of our
country in economic and cultural development is part of the im-
portant content of the nationality question In the period of our
socialist revolution and socialist construction., The Party and
the state must lead and help the minorities to carry out socialist
construction and develop their socialist economy and culture,
so that these minorities of our country may all attain the level
attained by the advanced nationality. In the past ten years and
more, the Party and the state have shown the greatest possible
concern over this question and have adopted various effective
measures In this connection. As a result, the social economic
aspects of the minorities have undergone radical changes in the
short space of ten years and more. Industrial, agricultural, and
pastoral production has doubled or increased many times as com=
pared with pre-liberation days. Hotor highways are built every=

where, Railways are built in many areas. Schools and hospitals

are established everywhere. The population of all minorities

has increased. Large numbers of revolutionary cadres and Intel-

lectuals of the minorities and the Chinese in economlc and cul tur=

al development has been greatly narrowed.

But we must see that the actual inequal ity among various

yestion
nationalities In economic and cultural development Is @ g

ru-
left over from class society and formed as a result of the p

loitation
d the prolonged class exp
lonaed oppression in history an
; i tionallities, and that it cannot be

and oppression within these na
i within a short space of time. After the

ther
abolition of oppression, it is necessary to g9 one step FurI1
troy the
and lead the laboring p:upla of the minorities to destroy

feudal system and the S aye system roy f
Y to destro the system ©
! ’
] | iberate soclal prnductivu forces thorough=

eliminated completely

private ownership, t°
ly, and to develop at
terprises, in order to elim
among the natlonalities. Meanwhile,
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may really prove hel
pful to the devel
opment of thelr own econ
omy

construction, after the economy and culture of the minori
developed, the actual inequalities among the n.atlwr:an.alll:'m'-ttm'5 b
certainly disappear gradually. In other words, the uliizr::: ::”
of the actual inequality among the nationalities is cartai:I':rn:ut
pur?lv a question of developing the economy and cul ture of certain
nationalities. Fundamentally speaking, it is still a revolution-

ary question,

e
racteristics of soclal
development. These characteristics form at the same time the
differences between the different nationalities. With the con-
tinual intensification and development of our socialist revolu-
tion and soclalist construction, the economic and cultural inter-
flow among the nationalities of our country s being strengthened

and In their common struggle, common labor, and common
onalities are having their

1 consclousness in=-

every day,
|ife, the laboring people of the natli
class consciousness and pullticu-ldaalnglca
cessantly ralsed tO higher levels. On the basis of the develop~
ment of the common soclalist enterprise of the nationalities of
common character of the nationalities will sure=
difference between the natlonalities
n Inevitable law of
However, differences

our country, the
ly grow steadilY, while the
will surely decrease gradually. This is a
soclal development and a ;Ign_uf progress.
will continue tO exlist throughout the long p-riaq of socialist

it is only after communism is realized and class [dis~

society.
nd only with the gradual vanishing of

tinctions] are el iminated, 3

national [huundarlus] and
that di fferences

national ity question,

tionalities, wll] vanish.

While solving the
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full conslde
ration the differences, because that wil]
W help the

better solution of
questions of de
mocratic revoluti
on

_revolution, and socialist construction

| » Socialist
. ‘ n the mi
1 . norities and
prosperity and development, Differen
s ces may give

rfse to certain questions among the nationalitie

tions should be solved in [administrative] work T
necessary education, None of these questions ar:rn:::uugT g
tradictions, So-called national contradictions are a :::IECG?-
of class contradictions and contradictions between the enmctm:
uurstzlves. It is wrong to confuse differences with natiuna:’ ::n-
tradictions, On the other hand, it will also be basically wrong
to exaggerate the nationality characteristics, manufacture dif-

fer
ences, and advocate so-called special circumstances of na-

tionalities.,

In a word, in the socialist period, neither the actual in-
equalities between different nationalities nor the differences

are the fundamental cause that gives rise to the nationality

question, The fundamental cause that gives rise to the national-

ity question is the existence in the natlonallties of classes,

class contradictions, class struggle,

the two roads of soclalism and capitalism,
f various Improper and erroneous vie

ause. of the genesis of the nation
period Is ignorance of the Marxis

ence of the national ity question
¢s contradic-

and the struggle between

The principal reason
ws respect-
ality ques-
t-Leninist

s a class

of the emergence O
ing the fundamental ¢
tion In the soclalist

principle that the ess
question and ignorance of the fact that classes, cla

tions, and class strugg to exist for a long time
in the period of socialist revolut ist construction.

As a result, the Harxlst-LaninI:t class viewpol
class analysis are set aslide when observing the natlonality ques™

tion. In view of this sjtuation, we must earnestly study Comrade

Mao Tse-tung's theories concerning classes, class contradictions,
and class struggle, earnestly study the relation between the

le will continue

lon and social
nt and method of




natlonal ity question and the
the class essence of the nat]
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Document 25

Chou En-lai,

A SUMMARY OF THE REPORT ON THE WORK OF THg
GOVERNMENT (excerpts)™

(December 21-22, 1964)

The consolidation and strengthening of the great unity of
all our nationalities is a policy of great importance for guaran-
teeing the successful development of the socialist cause in our
country., In the past fifteen years we have achieved great suc-
cesses In applying the policy for various minorities, in carrying
out the democratic and socialist revolutions in the regions in-
habited by minorities and In developing their economy and culture.

The Premier quoted Chairman Mao as follows: "In the final

dnalysis, nationality struggle is a matter of class struggle.”

It is in the light of this Marxist-Leninist tenet that we have
*amined and handled the national ity question. To depart from

tha “Iﬂ’“‘polnt nf CIEISS‘ and class Strugglg ]n ﬁﬂminiﬂg ﬂﬂd hind--
ment of the unity

|
:"9 gareuld only foster separatism to the detri
0

the nationalities and of our country.

The Premier pointed out that the broad masses of
and actively

pe
ﬂFlﬂ ﬂf th‘ Minuritl'l have st.unchlv lupmrt‘d H‘n?
d sociallist revolutions.

of the mlnurlt
nd their ¥

take

f " part In the democratic an

“su.-., from among the upper strata
Pressed their support for social reforms 3

lﬂs have Ilﬂ
111ingness

Cons; “NeNA-er 1§ December 30, 13543 rep ad Presss
*late !nu?'aISh;la:;kzga. gurva' of Chinl,ﬂf_!.u—- e
b p— ;
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- the leadership of the Communist Party.
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to accept remoldin
9y a0d theyihaveibesn glven d
ue considerati
on

by the government
and the peo
ple. Howe
ver

obstl y @ few memb
nately opposed social reforms E‘: s
: ey have

tried in a thous
and an
i d one ways to provoke conflict
e nationalities; they have e
gone so far as t
o

forel
visionists and SnpSsctionaries
domestic counter-revolutionarie » Modern re-
$ to engage

upper strata have

gang up with the imperialists
]

attempts to w

e i1:mﬁr:::: :h:irevu]utlnnary cause of the people of all
e % 2 plit our motherland, the great family of na-
oy e criminal activities of thelrs have been com-
P y shattered by the firmm counter-blows of the people of the

various nationalities.,

In |
e 962, under the instigation and direct direction of ex-
a
B orces, a group of the most reactionary protagonists of
&
national ism staged a traltorous counter-revolutionary armed

rebe
1lion In Ining, Sinkiang, and incited and organized the flight
number of people near the frontier.

to foreign territory of a large
11 the fraternal

Under the leadership of the Party the people of a
nationalities in Sinkiang resolutely crushed these subversive and
traltorous activities....

iberation the people
in r.walutinn under
duct and ac-
he soclal~®

Premier Chou sald that to gain complete ]

of all the minorities in our country must rise
* They must con

evolution, but also t

h: to the end. In these
step further in

complish not only the democratic r
Ist revolution, and carry them throud
revolutionary movements it i$ imperative to 99 8
boldly mobilizing the pourty-striﬂkﬁﬂ peasants, herdsmen, serfs

and slaves who were subject to the worst uppresslqn and exploita~
to train revolutionary cadres from among the

tion, and earnestly
fam‘rlv impoverished laboring people of the minorities.
the party's natlonlllty

The Premier said that In applying e
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pﬂ”'ﬁ'f we must continue to combat Chinese chauvinism and local
aationalism. As for the figures from the upper strata of the
ninorities who are patriotic and are in favor of social reforms,
ve shall, as in the past, unite with them, educate them and re-
nold them in adherence to the Party's united front policy, They

have a bright future, as long as they make an effort to remold
themselves.,

The Premier added that we shall continue to pursue the policy
of freedom of religious belief correctly and to uphold the in-
tegrity of state power and the separation of religion from the

state. We must prohibit all illegal activities. We hope that

people In religious circles will continue to take a patriotic

stand against imperialism, persist in the principle of the in-

dependence and sel f-administration of their churches, abide by
intensify their own remolding and

government laws and decrees,
our mother=

actively take part in the socia

land,

list construction of

i‘l.p..ﬂ.m " e
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Al though hundreds of books and artlicles h
on Individual mi l By
minorlities and minority areas, very few works, vl
’ ’ | =
tually all of them in Chinese, deal with the entire minority prob-
lem. The best collectlions of documents are in Mintsu chengts'e

wenchlen huiplien Wﬁiﬂi (Collectlions of Documents on Na-
tlonallty Policies), 3 vols. (Peking: Jenmin ch'upanshe, 1953,

1958, 1960) and In Mintsu kungtso shihyung fakuel shouts'e & A

iﬁﬂﬁ,}ﬂ;ﬁ' },ﬁlff‘ﬁ} (Handbook of Laws and Regulatlons on Natlion-
allty Work) (Peking: Falu ch'upanshe, 1958) . A few documents were

published by the Forelgn Languages Press In 1953 under the title
Policy Towards Natlonallties of the people's Republic of China.

Two magazines, Mintsu T'uanchleh R 1K§) 4 (Natlonallitles Solidar-

Ity) and Mintsu Huapao Rk (Natlonallties I1lustrated) contain
The

occaslonal articles on matters pertaining to all minorities.
best bibllographical guide to Chinese works on minorities before
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