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This illuminating work examines the social, cultural, political, and
economic dimensions of the Communist takeover of China. Instead of
dwelling on elite politics and policy-making processes, Dilemmas of
Victory seeks to understand how the 1949-1953 period was experi-
enced by various groups, including industrialists, filmmakers, ethnic
minorities, educators, philanthropists, stand-up comics, and scientists.

“The authors of the essays contained in this volume bring with them an
extraordinarily wide range of different disciplinary and personal inter-
ests ranging from Chen Jian's political history of the takeover of Tibet,
through Perry Link’s literary analysis of comic skits, to Gail Hershatter’s
accounts of the changing lives of rural midwives . . . [IF's] a fascinating
read sparking a whole variety of new ways of looking at the 1949
revolution and the early People’s Republic.”

—HENRIETTA HARRISON, Chinese Historical Review

' “Taking advantage of access to new sources in Chinese and even U.S.

archives, personal papers, and oral interviews with surviving individuals,
| these essays compel a reconsideration of the early communist period . . .
. Indispensable reading for understanding Chinese society and the nascent
|| communist state in 1949-1953.”

—L. TEH, Choice
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