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Survey of Asia’s
Regions and Nations

l he Encyclopedia of Modern Asia covers thirty-three nations in depth and also the
Caucasus and Siberia. We have divided Asia into five major subregions and assigned
the thirty-three nations to each.

West and Southwest Asia

The West Asian nations covered in detail here are Turkey, Iran, and Iraq. Afghan-
istan and Pakistan form Southwest Asia, although in some classifications they are
placed in Central and South Asia, respectively. Afghanistan, on the crossroads of civ-
ilizations for thousands of years, is especially difficult to classify and displays features
typical of Central, West, and South Asia.

Despite diversity in language (Persian in Iran, Arabic in Iraq, Turkish in Turkey)
form of government (theocracy in Iran, dictatorship in Iraq, and unstable democracy
in Turkey) and international ties (Iran to the Islamic world, Iraq to the Arab Middle
East, Turkey to the West), there are several sources of unity across West Asia. Per-
haps the oldest is geographical location as the site of transportation routes between
Europe and Central, East, and South Asia. Since ancient times, people, goods, wealth,
and ideas have flowed across the region. In 2002 the flow of oil was most important,
from the wells of Iran and Iraq through the pipelines of Turkey. Another source of
unity is Sunni Islam, a major feature of life since the seventh century, although Iran
is mainly the minority Shi‘a tradition and there have long been Zoroastrian, Jewish,
Christian, and Baha’i minorities in the region. Diversity is also evident in the fact
that Turkey is a "secular" state while Iran is a theocracy, and in the conflict between
fundamentalist and mainstream Islam in all the nations.

Another important common thread is the shared historical experience of being part
of the Ottoman Empire and having to cope with British and Russian designs on their
territory and, more recently, American influence. And, in the twentieth century, all
three nations have sought to deal with the Kurdish minority and its demands for a
Kurdish state to be established on land taken from all three nations.

Unity across Afghanistan and Pakistan is created by adherence to Sunni Islam (al-
though there is a Shi‘ite minority in Afghanistan) and the prominence of the Pash-
tun ethnic group in each nation. Both nations also experienced British colonialism,
although the long-term British influence is more notable in Pakistan, which had been
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ASIA’S REGIONS AND NATIONS

tied to India under British rule. West Asia is the only region in the world never col-
onized by Britain, although some experts argue that it did experience significant
British cultural influence. In all nations resistance to external control—British, Russ-
ian, or United States—is another common historical experience.

Across the region (although less so in Afghanistan) is the stark contrast between
the traditional culture and the modernity of liberation from imperial rule, still not
complete across the region. This contrast is apparent in clothing styles, manners, ar-
chitecture, recreation, marriage practices, and many elements of daily life.

In 2002 all the nations faced a water crisis of both too little water and water
pollution. They all also faced issues of economic and social development, including
reducing external debt, controlling inflation, reducing unemployment, improving ed-
ucation and health care, and continually reacting to the ongoing Arab-Israeli conflict,
which exacerbates many of these problems. The governments also faced the difficult
task of solving these problems while resisting Americanization and also while con-
trolling internal political unrest. Political unrest is often tied to efforts at creating de-
mocratic governments and the persistence of elite collaboration with tyrannical
governments.

Central Asia

Central Asia is known by many names, including Eurasia, Middle Asia, and Inner
Asia. At its core, the region is composed of five states that became independent nations
following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. Scholars sometimes include Afghanistan, Mongolia and
the Xinjiang province of China within the label Central Asia. For this project, Central
Asia is restricted to the five former Soviet countries, while Afghanistan is classified in
Southwest Asia, and Mongolia and Xinjiang as part of East Asia. These states have a
shared landmass of 1.5 million square miles, about one-half the size of the United States.

The region’s unity comes from a shared history and religion. Central Asia saw two
cultural and economic traditions blossom and intermix along the famed Silk Road:
nomadic and sedentary. Nomadic herdsmen, organized into kinship groupings of
clans, lived beside sedentary farmers and oasis city dwellers. Four of the countries
share Turkic roots, while the Tajiks are of Indo-European descent, linguistically re-
lated to the Iranians. While still recognizable today, this shared heritage has devel-
oped into distinct ethnic communities.

The peoples of Central Asia have seen centuries of invasion, notably the legendary
Mongol leader Genghis Khan in the thirteenth century, the Russians in the nine-
teenth and the Soviets in the twentieth century. For better or worse, each invader
left behind markers of their presence: the Arabs introduced Islam in the seventh cen-
tury. Today Islam is the predominant religion in the region, and most Central Asians
are Sunni Muslims. The Russians brought the mixed legacy of modernism, including
an educated populace, alarming infant mortality rates, strong economic and political
participation by women, high agricultural development, and environmental disasters
such as the shrinking of the Aral Sea. It was under Russian colonialism that distinct
ethno-national boundaries were created to divide the people of the region. These di-
visions largely shape the contemporary Central Asian landscape.

Today the five Central Asian nations face similar challenges: building robust
economies, developing stable, democratic governments, and integrating themselves
into the regional and international communities as independent states. They come to
these challenges with varied resources: Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan have rich oil
reserves; several countries have extensive mineral deposits; and the Fergana Valley is
but one example of the region’s rich agricultural regions.

X ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



ASIA’S REGIONS AND NATIONS

Finally, the tragic events of September 11, 2001, cast world attention on Afghan-
istan’s neighbors in Central Asia. The "war on terrorism" forged new alliances and
offered a mix of political pressure and economic support for the nations’ leaders to
suppress their countries’ internal fundamentalist Muslim movements.

Southeast Asia

Southeast Asia is conventionally defined as that subregion of Asia consisting of the
eleven nation-states of Brunei, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. Myanmar is sometimes al-
ternatively classified as part of South Asia and Vietnam as in East Asia. The region
may be subdivided into Mainland Southeast Asia (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thai-
land, and Vietnam) and Insular Southeast Asia (Brunei, East Timor, Indonesia, Philip-
pines, and Singapore). Malaysia is the one nation in the region that is located both
on the mainland and islands, though ethnically it is more linked to the island nations
of Indonesia, Brunei, and the Philippines.

Perhaps the key defining features for the region and those that are most widespread
are the tropical monsoon climate, rich natural resources, and a way of life in rural ar-
eas based on cooperative wet-rice agriculture that goes back several thousand years.
In the past unity was also created in various places by major civilizations, including
those of Funan, Angkor, Pagan, Sukhothai, Majapahit, Srivijaya, Champa, Ayutthaya,
and Melaka. Monarchies continue to be significant in several nation—Brunei, Cam-
bodia, Malaysia, and Thailand—today. Subregional unity has also been created since
ancient times by the continued use of written languages, including Vietnamese, Thai,
Lao, Khmer and the rich literary traditions associated with those languages.

The region can also be defined as being located between China and India and has
been influenced by both, with Indian influence generally broader, deeper, and longer
lasting, especially on the mainland, except for Vietnam and Singapore, where influ-
ences from China have been more important. Islamic influence is also present in all
eleven of the Southeast Asian nations. Culturally, Southeast Asia is notable for the
central importance of the family, religion (mainly Buddhism and Islam), and aesthetics
in daily life and national consciousness.

In the post-World War II Cold War era, there was a lack of regional unity. Some
nations, such as Indonesia under Sukarno, were leaders of the nonaligned nations.
Countries such as Thailand and the Philippines joined the U.S. side in the Cold War
by being part of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). A move toward
greater unity was achieved with the establishment of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1967, with the founding members being Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. Subsequently other Southeast
Asian nations joined ASEAN (Brunei, 1984; Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam 1997; Cam-
bodia 1999). As of 2002, communism was still the system in Laos and Vietnam and
capitalism in Brunei, Cambodia, East Timor, the Philippines Thailand, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Singapore. Political, economic, and cultural cooperation is fostered by
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), with headquarters in Jakarta,
Indonesia. Economically, all the nations have attempted to move, although at differ-
ent speeds and with different results, from a reliance on agriculture to an industrial
or service-based economy. All nations also suffered in the Asian economic crisis be-
ginning in July 1997.

Alongside these sources of similarity or unity that allow us to speak of Southeast
Asia as a region is also considerable diversity. In the past religion, ethnicity, and di-
verse colonial experience (British, Dutch, French, American) were major sources of
diversity. Today, the three major sources of diversity are religion, form of govern-
ment, and level of economic development. Three nations (Indonesia, Malaysia,
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ASIA’S REGIONS AND NATIONS

Brunei) are predominately Islamic, five are mainly Buddhist (Vietnam, Laos, Cam-
bodia, Thailand, Myanmar), two are mainly Christian (Philippines and East Timor),
and Singapore is religiously heterogeneous. In addition, there is religious diversity
within nations, as all these nations have sizeable and visible religious minorities and
indigenous religions, in both traditional and syncretic forms, also remain important.

In terms of government, there is considerable variation: communism in Vietnam
and Laos; state socialism in Myanmar; absolute monarchy in Brunei; evolving democ-
racy in the Philippines, Thailand, Cambodia, and Indonesia; and authoritarian dem-
ocracy in Malaysia and Singapore. The economic variation that exists among the
nations and also across regions within nations is reflected in different levels of ur-
banization and economic development, with Singapore and Malaysia at one end of
the spectrum and Laos and Cambodia at the other. Myanmar is economically under-
developed, although it is urbanized, while Brunei is one of the wealthiest nations in
the world but not very urbanized.

In 2002, Southeast Asia faced major environmental, political, economic, and health
issues. All Southeast Asian nations suffer from serious environmental degradation, in-
cluding water pollution, soil erosion, air pollution in and around cities, traffic con-
gestion, and species extinctions. To a significant extent all these problems are the
result of rapid industrial expansion and overexploitation of natural resources for in-
ternational trade. The economic crisis has hampered efforts to address these issues
and has threatened the economies of some nations, making them more dependent on
international loans and assistance from nations such as Japan, Australia, and China.
The persisting economic disparities between the rich and the poor are actually exac-
erbated by rapid economic growth. Related to poverty is the AIDS epidemic, which
is especially serious in Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand and becoming more seri-
ous in Vietnam; in all these nations it associated with the commercial sex industry.

Politically, many Southeast Asian nations faced one or more threats to their sta-
bility. Political corruption, lack of transparency, and weak civic institutions are a prob-
lem to varying degrees in all the nations but are most severe in Indonesia, which faces
threats to its sovereignty. Cambodia and Thailand face problems involving monarch
succession, and several nations have had difficulty finding effective leaders. Myan-
mar’s authoritarian rulers face a continual threat from the political opposition and
from ethnic and religious separatists.

In addition, several nations faced continuing religious or ethnic-based conflicts that
disrupt political stability and economic growth in some provinces. The major con-
flicts involve Muslim separatists in the southern Philippines, Muslims and Christians
in some Indonesian islands and Aceh separatists in northern Sumatra, and Muslims
and the Karen and other ethnic groups against the Burman government in Myanmar.
Since the economic crisis of 1997, ethnic and religion-based conflict has intensified,
as wealthier ethnic or religious minorities have increasingly been attacked by mem-
bers of the dominant ethnic group. A related issue is the cultural and political future
of indigenous peoples, including the so-called hill tribes of the mainland and horti-
culturalists and former hunter-gatherers of the islands.

In looking to the future, among the region’s positive features are the following.
First, there is Southeast Asia’s strategic location between India and China, between
Japan and Europe, and between Europe and Oceania. It stands in close proximity to
the world’s two most populous countries, China and India. Singapore, the centrally
located port in Southeast Asia, is one of two major gateways to the dynamic Pacific
Basin (the other is the Panama Canal). Second, there is the region’s huge population
and related economic market, with a total population approaching that of one half of
China’s. Indonesia is the world’s fourth most populous nation. Third, there is enor-
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mous tourist potential in sites and recreational locales such as Angkor Wat, Bali,
Borobudur, Phuket, and Ha Long Bay. Fourth, there is the region’s notable eclecti-
cism in borrowing from the outside and resiliency in transcending tragedies such as
experienced by Cambodia and Vietnam. Fifth, there is the region’s significant eco-
nomic potential: Southeast Asia may well have the world’s highest-quality labor force
relative to cost. And, sixth, there is the region’s openness to new technologies and
ideas, an important feature in the modern global community.

South Asia

South Asia is the easiest region to demarcate, as it is bounded by the Hindu Kush
and Himalayan ranges to the north and the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea to the
south. It contains the nation-states of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka
and the more distant island nations of the Maldives and Mauritius. Myanmar and
Pakistan, which are considered part of South Asia in some schemes, are here classi-
fied in Southeast Asia and Southwest Asia, respectively.

While the region is diverse economically, culturally, linguistically, and religiously,
there is unity that, in some form, has existed for several thousand years. One source
of unity is the historical influence of two major civilizations (Indus and Dravidian)
and three major religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam). Regionally, Sikhism and
Jainism have been of great importance. There is also considerable economic unity, as
the majority of people continue to live by farming, with rice and especially wet-rice
the primary crop. In addition, three-quarters of the people continue to live in rural,
agricultural villages, although this has now become an important source of diversity,
with clear distinctions between urban and rural life. A third source of unity is the
caste system, which continues to define life for most people in the three mainland
nations. Another source of unity is the nature and structure of society, which was
heavily influenced by the several centuries of British rule. A final source of political
unity in the twentieth century—although sometimes weakened by ethnic and reli-
gious differences—has been nationalism in each nation.

South Asia is diverse linguistically, ethnically, religiously, and economically. This
diversity is most obvious in India, but exists in various forms in other nations, except
for the isolated Maldives, which is the home of one ethnic group, the Divehi, who
are Muslims and who have an economy based largely on tourism and fishing.

The dozens of languages of South Asia fall into four major families: Indo-Euro-
pean, Austroasiatic, Dravidian, and Tibeto-Burman and several cannot be classified
at all. Because of its linguistic diversity, India is divided into "linguistic" states with
Hindi and English serving as the national languages.

Hinduism is the dominant religion in South Asia, but India is the home also to
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism. India also has over 120 million Muslims and the
world’s largest Zoroastrian population (known in India as Parsis) and Bangladesh is
a predominately Muslim nation. India also has about twenty-five million Christians
and until recently India had several small but thriving Jewish communities. Nepal is
mainly Hindu with a Buddhist minority, and Bhutan the reverse. Sri Lanka is mainly
Theravada Buddhist with Hindu, Muslim, and Christian minorities. Mauritius, which
has no indigenous population, is about 50 percent Hindu, with a large Christian and
smaller Muslim and Buddhist minorities.

Linguistic and religious diversity is more than matched by social diversity. One
classification suggests that the sociocultural groups of South Asia can be divided into
four general and several subcategories: (1) castes (Hindu and Muslim); (2) modern
urban classes (including laborers, non-Hindus, and the Westernized elite); (3) hill
tribes of at least six types; and (4) peripatetics.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA xiii



ASIA’S REGIONS AND NATIONS

Economically, there are major distinctions between the rural poor and the urban
middle class and elite, and also between the urban poor and urban middle class and
elite. There are also significant wealth distinctions based on caste and gender, and a
sizeable and wealthy Indian diaspora. There is political diversity as well, with India
and Sri Lanka being democracies, Bangladesh shifting back and forth between Islamic
democracy and military rule, the Maldives being an Islamic state, and Nepal and
Bhutan being constitutional monarchies.

In 2002, South Asia faced several categories of issues. Among the most serious
are the ongoing ethnic and religious conflicts between Muslims and Hindus in India,
the conflict between the nations of Pakistan and India; the ethnic conflict between
the Sinhalese and Sri Lankan Tamils in Sri Lanka; and the conflict between the
Nepalese and Bhutanese in both nations. There are also various ethnic separatists
movements in the region, as involving some Sikhs in India. The most threatening to
order in the region and beyond is the conflict between India and Pakistan over the
Kashmir region, as both have nuclear weapons and armies gathered at their respec-
tive borders.

A second serious issue is the host of related environmental problems, including
pollution; limited water resources; overexploitation of natural resources; destruction
and death caused by typhoons, flooding, and earthquakes; famine (less of a problem
today), and epidemics of tropical and other diseases. The Maldives faces the unique
problem of disappearing into the sea as global warming melts glaciers and raises the
sea level. Coastal regions of Bangladesh could also suffer from this.

There are pressing social, economic, and political issues as well. Socially, there
are wide and growing gaps between the rich and middle classes and the poor, who
are disproportionately women and children and rural. Tribal peoples and untouch-
ables still do not enjoy full civil rights, and women are often discriminated
against, although India, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh have all had women prime min-
isters. Economically, all the nations continue to wrestle with the issues involved
in transforming themselves from mainly rural, agricultural nations to ones with
strong industrial and service sectors. Politically, all still also struggle with the task
of establishing strong, central governments that can control ethnic, religious, and
region variation and provide services to the entire population. Despite these dif-
ficulties, there are also positive developments. India continues to benefit from the
inflow of wealth earned by Indians outside India and is emerging as a major techno-
logical center. And, in Sri Lanka, an early 2002 cease-fire has led to the prospect of
a series of peace negotiations in the near future..

East Asia

East Asia is defined here as the nations of Japan, South Korea, North Korea, China,
Taiwan, and Mongolia. It should be noted that Taiwan is part of China although the
People’s Republic of China and the Republic of China (Taiwan) differ over whether
it is a province or not. The inclusion of China in East Asia is not entirely geograph-
ically and culturally valid, as parts of southern China could be classified as Southeast
Asian from a geographical and cultural standpoint, while western China could be clas-
sified as Central Asian. However, there is a long tradition of classifying China as part
of East Asia, and that is the approach taken here. Likewise, Mongolia is sometimes
classified in Central Asia. As noted above, Siberia can be considered as forming North
and Northeast Asia.

Economic, political, ideological, and social similarity across China, Korea (North
and South), and Japan is the result of several thousand years of Chinese influence (at
times strong, at other times weak), which has created considerable similarity on a base
of pre-existing Japanese and Korean cultures and civilizations. China’s influence was
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greatest before the modern period and Chinese culture thus in some ways forms the
core of East Asian culture and society. At the same time, it must be stressed that Chi-
nese cultural elements merged with existing and new Korean and Japanese ones in
ways that produced the unique Japanese and Korean cultures and civilizations, which
deserve consideration in their own right.

Among the major cultural elements brought from China were Buddhism and Con-
fucianism, the written language, government bureaucracy, various techniques of rice
agriculture, and a patrilineal kinship system based on male dominance and male con-
trol of family resources. All of these were shaped over the centuries to fit with exist-
ing or developing forms in Korea and Japan. For example, Buddhism coexists with
Shinto in Japan. In Korea, it coexists with the indigenous shamanistic religion. In
China and Korea traditional folk religion remains strong, while Japan has been the
home to dozens of new indigenous religions over the past 150 years.

Diversity in the region has been largely a product of continuing efforts by the
Japanese and Koreans to resist Chinese influence and develop and stress Japanese and
Korean culture and civilization. In the twentieth century diversity was mainly polit-
ical and economic. Japanese invasions and conquests of parts of China and all of
Korea beginning in the late nineteenth century led to hostile relations that had not
been completely overcome in 2002.

In the post-World War II era and after, Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea have
been closely allied with the United States and the West; they have all developed pow-
erful industrial and postindustrial economies. During the same period, China became
a Communist state; significant ties to the West and economic development did not
begin until the late 1980s. North Korea is also a Communist state; it lags behind the
other nations in economic development and in recent years has not been able to pro-
duce enough food to feed its population. In 2002 China was the emerging economic
power in the region, while Taiwan and South Korea hold on and Japan shows signs
of serious and long-term economic decline, although it remains the second-largest
(after the United States) economy in the world. Mongolia, freed from Soviet rule, is
attempting to build its economy following a capitalist model.

Politically, China remains a Communist state despite significant moves toward
market capitalism, North Korea is a Communist dictatorship, Japan a democracy, and
South Korea and Taiwan in 1990s seem to have become relatively stable democra-
cies following periods of authoritarian rule. Significant contact among the nations is
mainly economic, as efforts at forging closer political ties remain stalled over past
grievances. For example, in 2001, people in China and South Korea protested pub-
licly about a new Japanese high school history textbook that they believed did not
fully describe Japanese atrocities committed toward Chinese and Koreans before and
during World War IL. Japan has refused to revise the textbook. Similarly, tension re-
mains between Mongolia and China over Mongolian fears about Chinese designs on
Mongolian territory. Inner Mongolia is a province of China.

Major issues with regional and broader implications are the reunification of Tai-
wan and China and North and South Korea, and threat of war should reunification
efforts go awry. Other major regional issues include environmental pollution, in-
cluding air pollution from China that spreads east, and pollution of the Yellow Sea,
Taiwan Strait, and South China Sea. A third issue is economic development and sta-
bility, and the role of each nation, and the region as a unit, in the growing global
economy. A final major issue is the emergence of China as a major world political,
economic, and military power at the expense of Taiwan, South Korea, and Japan, and
the consequences for regional political relations and stability.
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ASIA’S REGIONS AND NATIONS

Overview

As the above survey indicates, Asia is a varied and dynamic construct. To some ex-
tent the notion of Asia, as well as regions within Asia, are artificial constructs im-
posed by outside observers to provide some structure to a place and subject matter
that might otherwise be incomprehensible. The nations of Asia have rich and deep
pasts that continue to inform and shape the present—and that play a significant role
in relations with other nations and regions. The nations of Asia also face consider-
able issues—some unique to the region, others shared by nations around the world—
as well as enormous potential for future growth and development. We expect that
the next edition of this encyclopedia will portray a very different Asia than does this
one, but still an Asia that is in many ways in harmony with its pasts.

David Levinson (with contributions from Virginia Aksan, Edward Beauchamp, Anthony
and Rebecca Bichel, Linsun Cheng, Gerald Fry, Bruce Fulton, and Paul Hockings)
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Reader’s Guide

ASIA
Arts, Literature, and Recreation
Asian Games
Board Games
Chinese New Year
Jade
Kabaddi
Kites and Kite Flying
Mountaineering
Olympics
Storytelling
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
Asian Development Bank
Asian Economic Crisis of 1997
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum
Automobile Industry
Bogor Declaration
Drug Trade
Export-Led Development
Golden Crescent
High-Technology Industry
Information Technology Industry
Intellectual Property
Islamic Banking
Manila Action Plan
Measurement Systems
Osaka Action Plan
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
Silk Road
Spice Trade
Sustainability
Tin Industry
Tourism
World Bank in Asia
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Geography and the Natural World
Air Pollution
Bamboo
Buffalo, Water
Camel, Bactrian
Caspian Sea
Chicken
Cormorant
Deforestation
Duck and Goose, Domesticated
Earthquakes
Endangered Species
Goat
Mangroves
Monsoons
Opium
Pacific Ocean
Pacific Rim
Pig
Rhinocerous, Asiatic
Rice and Rice Agriculture
Soil Loss
South China Sea
Surkhob River
Tiger
Toxic-Waste Disposal
Typhoons
Volcanoes
Water Issues
Government, Politics, and Law
Corruption
International Relations
Africa-Asia Relations
Australia-Asia Relations
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ASIA (continued)

International Relations (continued)
Europe-Asia Relations
International Monetary Fund
Land Mines
New Zealand-Asia Relations
Nuclear Arms
United Nations
World War 1
World War II

Language and Communication
Altaic Languages
Austroasiatic Languages
English in Asia
Hmong-Mien Languages
Indo-European Languages
Language Purification
Media
Self-Censorship
Sinitic Languages
Tibeto-Burman Languages
Turkic Languages
Uralic Languages

Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Fertility
Homosexuality
New Rich
Orientalism

Religion and Philosophy
Asian-Christian Religious Dialogue
Baraka
Muslim Saints
Religious Self-Mortification
Shamanism
Shari‘a
Zoroastrianism

Science, Technology, and Health
AIDS
Disease, Tropical
Terrace Irrigation

CENTRAL ASIA
Arts, Literature, and Recreation
Alpamish
Architectural Decoration—Central Asia
Architecture—Central Asia
Buzkashi
Carpets—Central Asia
Chagatay
Cuisine—Central Asia
Dance—Central Asia
Dastan, Turkic
Dombra
Edige
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Felting—Central Asia

Fine Arts—Central Asia

Folklore—Central Asia

Gorkut Ata

Koroghli

Literature—Central Asia

Minaret

Music—Central Asia

Nava’i, Mir’ Ali Shir

Tile Work—Central Asia

Woodworking—Central Asia
Kazakbstan

Auezov, Mukhtar

Dauylpaz

Dulatov, Mirzhaqyp

Kalmakanov, Bukharzhrau

Kobyz

Kunanbaev, Abai

Mailin, Beiimbet

Makhambet Utemisov

Seifullin, Saduakas

Taimanov, Isatai

Valikhanov, Chokan

Aitmatov, Chingis

Manas Epic
Tajikistan

Bun Bang Fai
Turkmenistan

Kuli, Maktum
Uzbekistan

Abdalrauf Fitrat

Abdullah Quaisi

Mamadali Mahmudov
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation

Agriculture—Central Asia

Caravans

Energy—Central Asia

Oil and Mineral Industries—Central Asia
Kazakbstan

Kazakhstan—Economic System
Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyzstan—Economic System
Tajikistan

Tajikistan—Economic System
Turkmenistan

Turkmenistan—Economic System
Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan—Economic System
Education

Madrasahs
Kazakbstan

Altynsarin, Ibrahim

Kazakhstan—Education System
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Kyrgyzstan
Kyrgyzstan—Education System
Tajikistan
Tajikistan—Education System
Turkmenistan
Turkmenistan—Education System
Uzbekistan
Alisher Navoiy Samarkand State University
Uzbekistan—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Altay Mountains
Aral Sea
Bactria
Balkhash, Lake
Camel, Arvana Dromedary
Fergana Valley
Horse, Akhal-teke
Horse, Karabair
Horse, Lokai
Kara-Kum Desert
Khwarizm
Leopard, Snow
Murgab River
Pamir Range
Paracel Islands
Radioactive Waste and Contamination—
Central Asia
Sheep, Karakul
Sheep, Marco Polo
Syr Dar’ya
Tedzhen River
Tobol River
Trans Alai
Tura Lowland
Turugart Pass
Ustyurt Plateau
Zerafshan River
Kazakbstan
Irtysh River
Ishim River
Kazakh Uplands
Mangyshlak Peninsula
Turgay Plateau
Tajikistan
Kafirnigan River
Sarez Lake
Turkmenistan
Garabil Plateau
Government, Politics, and Law
Basmachi Movement
Communism—Central Asia
Great Game
Russification and Sovietization—Central Asia
Timur
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Tribes and Tribal Federations—Central Asia

Urgench
Kazakbstan

Almaty

Astana

Bokeikhanov, Alikhan

Kazakhstan—Political System

Kunaev, Dinmukhamed

Nazarbaev, Nursultan

Oral

Petropavlovsk

Saryshaghan

Semipalatinsk Movement

Seralin, Mukhammedzhan

Suleimenov, Olzhas
Kyrgyzstan

Akaev, Askar

Aksakal

Bishkek

Kurmanjan Datka

Kyrgyzstan—Political System

Osh

Usubaliev, Turdakun Usubalievich
Tajikistan

Dushanbe

Gafurov, Bobojan Gafurovich

Islamic Renaissance Party—Tajikistan

Khorog

Khujand

Kulob

Nabiev, Rakhmon

Qurghonteppa

Rakhmonov, Imomali

Tajikistan—Political System

Tajikistan Civil War
Turkmenistan

Ashgabat

Mary

Niyazov, Saparmurat

Turkmenabat

Turkmenistan—Political System
Uzbekistan

Bukhara

Guliston

Karakalpakstan

Karimov, Islam

Karshi

Mabhalla

Nukus

Rashidov, Sharof Rashidovich

Samarqand

Tashkent

Termez

Uzbekistan—Political System
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CENTRAL ASIA (continued)

History and Profile
Bukhara, Khanate of
Central Asia—FEarly Medieval Period
Central Asia—Late Medieval and Early Modern
Central Asia—Modern
Khiva, Khanate of
Paleoanthropology—Central Asia
Quqon, Khanate of

Kazakbstan
Kazakhstan—History
Kazakhstan—Profile

Kyrgyzstan
Kyrgyzstan—History
Kyrgyzstan—Profile

Tajikistan
Tajikistan—History
Tajikistan—Profile

Turkmenistan
Turkmenistan—History
Turkmenistan—Profile

Uzbekistan
Uzbekistan—History
Uzbekistan—Profile

International Relations
Central Asia—Human Rights
Central Asia-China Relations
Central Asian Regionalism
Central Asia-Russia Relations

Language and Communication
Central Asian Languages
Farsi-Tajiki
Media—Central Asia

Kazakbstan
Ai Qap
Baitursynov, Akhmet
Kazak
Leninshil Zhas

Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Dungans
Germans in Central Asia
Kalym
Kishlak
Koreans in Central Asia
Marriage and Family—Central Asia
Nomadic Pastoralism—Central Asia
Pamir Peoples
Russians in Central Asia
Westernization—Central Asia
Women in Central Asia
Yurt

Kazakbstan
Kazakhs

Kyrgyzstan
Clothing, Traditional—Kyrgyzstan
Kyrgyz

Tajikistan
Clothing, Traditional—Tajikistan
Tajiks

Turkmenistan
Clothing, Traditional—Turkmenistan
Turkmen

Uzbekistan
Clothing, Traditional—Uzbekistan
Karakalpaks
Uzbeks

Religion and Philosophy
Buddhism—Central Asia
Bukharian Jews
Christianity—Central Asia
Islam—Central Asia
Ismaili Sects—Central Asia
Jadidism
Minaret
Muslim Religious Board of Central Asia
Nagshbandiya

Science, Technology, and Health
Ariq Water System
Ibn Sina
Kara-Kum Canal
Kariz Irrigation System
Medicine, Traditional—Central Asia

EAST ASIA

Arts, Literature, and Recreation

China
Ang Lee
Architecture—China
Architecture, Vernacular—China
Ba Jin
Beijing Opera
Birds and Bird Cages
Calligraphy—China
Cao Xueqin
Chen Kaige
Chuci
Ci
Cinema—China
Cloisonne
Cui Jian
Cuisine—China
Dazu Rock Carvings
Ding Ling
Dragon Boat Festival
Drama—China
Du Fu
Five Classics
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Fu Baoshi

Gao Xingjian
Gardening—China
Ginseng

Gong Li

Guo Moruo

Hong lou meng

Hong Shen

Humor in Chinese History
Hungry Ghost Festival
Imperial Palace
International Labor Day—China
Jin ping mei

Lao She

Li Bai
Literature—China
Longmen Grottoes

Lu Xun

Mei Lanfang
Mid-Autumn Festival
Mogao Caves
Music—China
National Day—China
Nu Shooting
Painting—China
Poetry—China

Qi Baishi

Qigong

Qin Tomb

Qingming

Qiu Jin

Quan Tangshi

Shadow Plays and Puppetry
Shen Congwen

Shi

Shijing

Social Realism—China
Sports—China

Spring Festival—China
Summer Palace

Tai Chi

Tea—China

Temple of Heaven
Thirteen Ming Tombs
Tian Han

Tofu

Twelve Muqam

Wang Yiting

Wu Changshi

Wushu

Xiqu

Xu Beihong

Xu Zhimo

Zhang Yimou
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Dance, Modern— East Asia

Lacquerware

Masks—FEast Asia

Porcelain—FEast Asia
Fapan

Aikido

Ando Tadao

Anime

Aoi Matsuri

Arata Isozaki

Architecture—Japan

Architecture—Modern Japan

Baseball—Japan

Basho

Bento

Biwa

Bon Matsuri

Bonsai

Bunjinga

Bunraku

Calligraphy—]Japan

Ceramics—Japan

Children’s Day—Japan

Chugen

Cinema—]Japan

Cinema, Contemporary—Japan

Cuisine—Japan

Dazai Osamu

Drama—]Japan

Edogawa Rampo

Emakimono

Enchi Fumiko

Endo Shusaku

Eto Jun

Fugu

Fujieda Shizuo

Fujisawa Takeo

Fujita Tsuguhara

Fukuchi Gen’ichiro

Fukuzawa Yukichi

Funakoshi Gichin

Futabatei, Shimei

Geisha

Gion Matsuri

Haiku

Hakata Matsuri

Hayashi

Hina Matsuri

Hiratsuka Raicho

Taido

Ito Noe

Judo

Jujutsu

Kabuki
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EAST ASIA (continued)
Arts, Literature, and Recreation (continued)
Fapan (continued)

Karaoke

Karate

Kawabata Yasunari

Kendo

Koto

Kouta

Kurokawa Kisho

Literature—Japan

Manga

Mori Ogai

Murasaki Shikibu

Music—Japan

Music, Ryukyuan

Naguata

Natsume Soseki

Nihonga

Noh-Kyogen

Oe Kenzaburo

Oh Sadaharu

Origami

Pachinko

Painting—]Japan

Poetry—]Japan

Shakuhachi

Shamisen

Shimazaki Toson

Sports—Japan

Tange Kenzo

Tanizaki Jun’ichiro

Tatsuno Kingo

Tea Ceremony

Teahouses

Three Imperial Regalia—Japan

Utai

Yoga
Koreas

Architecture—Korea

Calligraphy—Korea

Ceramics—Korea

Chajon Nori

Ch’oe Nam-son

Ch’usok

Cuisine—Korea

Dance—Korea

Dance Drama, Mask—Korea

Drama—XKorea

Hanshik

Hwang Sun-won

Kim Myong-sun

Kim Sowol

Literature—Korea
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Music—Korea

Paik, Nam June

Painting—Korea

Pak Kyung-ri

Pansori

Paper Crafts and Arts—Korea

Poetry—Korea

Pojagi

Shin Saimdang

So Chongju

Sol

Sottal

Sports—Korea

Ssirum

Tae Kwon Do

Tanch’ong

Tano

Yi Kyu-bo

Yi Mun-yol

Yun Sun-do
Mongolia

Buh

Cuisine—Mongolia

Damdinsuren, Tsendiyn

Geser Khan

Khararkhi

Natsagdori, Dashdorjiyn
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
China

Agriculture—China

Agricultural Collectivization—China

China—Economic System

Defense Industry—China

Development Zones—China

Energy Industry—China

Fishing Industry—China

Household Responsibility System—China

Machinery and Equipment Industry—China

Privatization—China

Rural Workers, Surplus—China

Salt Tax

Shanghai Pudong New Area

Shenzhen Special Economic Zone

South Manchuria Railway

Special Economic Zones—China

Taiwan Economic Miracle

Taiwan Investment in Asia

Toy Industry—China

Transportation System—China

Department Stores—FEast Asia

Textile and Clothing Industry—East Asia
Fapan

Danchi

Denki Roren
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Economic Planning Agency
Economic Stabilization Program
Electronics Industry—Japan
Farmer’s Movement
Financial Crisis of 1927
Fishing Industry—Japan
Furukawa Ichibei
Japan—Economic System
Japan—Money
Japanese Firms Abroad
Japanese Foreign Investments
Japanese International Cooperation Agency
Kawasaki
Nikkyoso
Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund
Quality Circles
Ringi System
Settai
Shibusawa Eiichi
Shunto
Whaling—Japan

Koreas
Chaebol
Fishing Industry—Korea
Food Crisis—North Korea

North and South Korean Economic Ventures

North Korea—Economic System

South Korea—Economic System

Steel Industry—Korea
Mongolia

Cashmere Industry

Forest Industry—Mongolia

Mongolia—Economic System

Trans-Mongolian Railway
Education
China

Academia Sinica

China—Education System

Hu Shi

National Taiwan University

Peking University

Taiwan—Education System
Fapan

Asiatic Society of Japan

Cram Schools

Daigaku

Ebina Danjo

Gakureki Shakai

Ienaga Saburo

Imperial Rescript on Education

Japan—Education System

Kyoiku Mama

Nitobe Inazo

Shiga Shigetaka
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Koreas
Korea Institute of Science and Technology
North Korea—Education System
Seoul National University
South Korea—Education System
Mongolia
Mongolia—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Siberia
Yellow Sea
China
Bramaputra River
Cathaya Tree
Chang River
East China Sea
Emei, Mount
Famine—China
Greater Xing’an Range
Hengduan Ranges
Huang River
Huang Shan
Huanglongsi
Jiuzhaigou
Kunlun Mountains
Lu, Mount
Panda
Qinling Range
Tai Shan
Taiwan Strait
Taklimakan Desert
Tarim Basin
Tian Shan
Wudang Shan
Waulingyuan
Wayi, Mount
Yak
Fapan
Amami Islands
Chrysanthemum
Chubu
Chugoku
Etorofu Island
Fuji, Mount
Hokkaido
Honshu
Iriomotejima Island
Kansai Region
Kanto Region
Kinki Region
Kunashiro Island
Kyushu
Sado Island
Setouchi Region
Shikoku
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EAST ASIA (continued)
Geography and the Natural World (continued)
Fapan (continued)

Tohoku Region

Tokaimura Nuclear Disaster

Tsushima Island

Yakushima Island
Koreas

Amnok River

Han River

Kaema Plateau

Keumkang, Mount

Korea Bay

Korea Strait

Kum River

Naktong River and Delta

Nangnim Range

T?aebaek Mountains

Taedong River

Tumen River
Mongolia

Gobi Desert

Hangai Mountains

Hentii Mountains

Horse, Przewalski’s
Government, Politics, and Law
China

Anhui

Beijing

Cadre System—China

Chen Duxiu

Chen Shui-bian

Chen Yun

Chengde

Chengdu

Chiang Kai-shek

Chilung

China—Political System

Chinese Civil War of 1945-1949

Chinese Communist Party

Chongqing

Ci Xi, Empress Dowager

Civil-Service Examination System—China

Communism—China

Corruption—China

Cultural Revolution—China

Deng Xiaoping

Fujian

Gang of Four

Gansu

Great Leap Forward

Guangdong

Guangxi

Guangzhou

Guizhou
Guomindang
Hainan

Hangzhou

Harbin

Hebei

Heilongjiang

Henan

Hong Kong

Hu Jintao

Hu Yaobang

Hubei

Hunan

Hundred Days Reform
Hundred Flowers Campaign
Jiang Zemin

Jiangsu

Jiangxi

Jilin

Kang Youwei
Kao-hsiung

Kong Xiangxi

Lee Teng-hui

Lhasa

Li Hongzhang

Li Peng

Liang Qichao
Liaoning

Lin Biao

Liu Shaoqi

Long March

Macao

Manchuria
Manchurian Incident
Mao Zedong

May Fourth Movement
Nanjing

Nei Monggol
Ningxia

Northern Expedition
People’s Liberation Army

Political Participation, Unofficial—China

Qinghai

Quemoy and Matsu

Red Guard Organizations
Republican Revolution of 1911
Self-Strengthening Movement
Shaanxi
Shandong
Shanghai
Shanxi
Sichuan

Socialist Spiritual Civilization—China

Song Ziwen
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Sun Yat-sen

Suzhou

Tainan

Taipei

Taiping Rebellion

Taiwan—Political System

Thought Work—China

Three and Five Antis Campaigns

Tiananmen Square

Tianjin

Tibet

Tibetan Uprising

Wang Jingwei

White Terror

Wu Zetian

Xi’an

Xi’an Incident

Xinjiang

Yen, Y.C. James

Yuan Shikai

Yunnan

Zeng Guofan

Zhang Zhidong

Zhao Ziyang

Zhejiang

Zhou Enlai

Zhu De

Zhu Rongji

Zuo Zongtang
Government, Politics, and Law
Fapan

Abe Iso

Aichi

Akita

Aomori

Araki Sadao

Aum Shinrikyo Scandal

Baba Tatsui

Buraku Liberation League

Chiba

Citizen’s Movement

Constitution, Postwar—]Japan

Constitutional Crisis of 1881

Democratic Socialist Party—Japan

Eda Saburo

Ehime

Enomoto Takeaki

Fukuda Hideko

Fukuda Takeo

Fukui

Fukumoto Kazuo

Fukuoka

Fukushima

Gifu
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Goto Shinpei
Gumma

Hara Takashi
Hatoyama Ichiro
Higashikuni Naruhiko
Hirohito
Hiroshima

Hyogo

Ibaraki

Ichikawa Fusae
Tkeda Hayato
Ishihara Shintaro
Ishikawa

Iwate
Japan—DPolitical System
Japan Communist Party
Japan Socialist Party
Kagawa
Kagoshima
Kanagawa

Kanno Suga

Kato Takaaki
Kishi Nobusuke
Kochi

Kodama Yoshio
Komeito

Konoe Fumimaro
Kumamoto

Kyoto

Liberal Democratic Party—Japan
Lockheed Scandal
Maruyama Masao
Mie

Minobe Tatsukichi
Miyagi

Miyazaki

Mori Arinori
Nagano

Nagasaki
Nakasone Yasuhiro
Nara

Niigata

Ogasawara

Oita

Okayama

Okinawa

Osaka

Recruit Scandal
Saga

Saionji Kinmochi
Saitama

Sapporo

Sasagawa Ryoichi
Sato Eisaku
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EAST ASIA (continued)
Government, Politics, and Law (continued)
Fapan (continued)

Sendai

Shiga

Shimane

Shipbuilding Scandal

Shizuoka

Showa Denko Scandal

Siemens Incident

Tanaka Giichi

Textbook Scandal

Tochigi

Tojo Hideki

Tokushima

Tokyo

Tottori

Toyama

Wakayama

Yamagata

Yamagata Aritomo

Yamaguchi

Yamamoto Isoroku

Yamanashi

Yoshida Shigeru

Yoshida Shoin
Koreas

April 19 Revolution—Korea

Chagang Province

Cheju Province

Ch’ongjin

Chun Doo Hwan

Communism—North Korea

Corruption—Korea

Democratization—South Korea

Haeju

Hamhung

Han Yong-un

Inchon

Juche

Kaesong

Kangwon Province

Kim Dae Jung

Kim II Sung

Kim Jong Il

Kim Pu-shik

Kim Young-sam

Kim Yu-sin

Kwangju

Kwangju Uprising

Kyonggi Province

March First Independence Movement

Namp’o

North Cholla Province
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North Ch’ungch’ong Province
North Hamgyong Province
North Hwanghae Province
North Korea—Political System
North Kyongsang Province
North P’yongan Province
Park Chung Hee
Pusan
Pyongyang
Rhee, Syngman
Roh Tae Woo
Sadaejuui
Sejong, King
Seoul
Sinuiju
South Cholla Province
South Ch’ungch’ong Province
South Hamgyong Province
South Hwanghae Province
South Korea—Political System
South Kyongsang Province
South P’yongan Province
Taegu
Taejon
Three Revolutions Movement
Ulchi Mundok
Wang Kon
Yanggang Province
Yi Ha-ung
Yi Song-gye
Yi T’ae-yong
Yu Kwan Sun
Yushin

Mongolia
Aimag
Batmonkh, Jambyn
Choybalsan, Horloogiyn
Chormaqan, Noyan
Darhan
Erdenet
Genghis Khan
Golden Horde
Gurragchaa, Jugderdemidiyn
Karakorum
Khubilai Khan
Mongolia—Political System
Mongolian Social Democratic Party
Narantsatsralt, Janlavyn
Ochirbat, Punsalmaagiyn
Sukhbaatar, Damdiny
Tsedenbel, Yumjaagiyn
Ulaanbaatar
United Party of Mongolia
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History and Profile
East Asia
Paleoanthropology—East Asia
China
China—Profile
Han Dynasty
Hongeun and Xidi
Jurchen Jin Dynasty
Lijiang, Old Town of
Ming Dynasty
Pingyao, Ancient City of
Qin Dynasty
Qing Dynasty
Republican China
Shang Dynasty
Sixteen Kingdoms
Song Dynasty
Sui Dynasty
Taiwan—Profile
Taiwan, Modern
Tang Dynasty
Warring States Period—China
Yuan Dynasty
Zhou Dynasty
Fapan
Choshu Expeditions
Heian Period
Heisei Period
Japan—Profile
Jomon Period
Kamakura Period
Meiji Period
Muromachi Period
Nara Period
Showa Period
Taisho Period
Tokugawa Period
Yayoi Period
Koreas
Choson Kingdom
Korea—History
Koryo Kingdom
North Korea—Profile
Parhae Kingdom
South Korea—Profile
Three Kingdoms Period
Unified Shilla Kingdom
Mongolia
Mongol Empire
Mongolia—History
Mongolia—Profile
International Relations
Chinese Influence in East Asia
United Front Strategy
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China
Boxer Rebellion
Central Asia-China Relations
China—Human Rights
China-India Relations
China-Japan Peace and Friendship Treaty
China-Japan Relations
China-Korea Relations
China-Russia Relations
China-Taiwan Relations
China-United States Relations
China-Vietnam Relations
Chinese Influence in East Asia
Chinese Influence in Southeast Asia
Hart, Robert
Japan-Taiwan Relations
Mongolia-China-Russia Relations
Nanjing Massacre
Open Door Policy
Opium War
Sino-French War
Spratly Islands Dispute
Taiwan—Human Rights
Taiwan-United States Relations
Tibet—Image in the Modern West
Fapan
China-Japan Peace and Friendship Treaty
China-Japan Relations
Comfort Women
Japan—Human Rights
Japan-Africa Relations
Japan-France Relations
Japan-Germany Relations
Japan-Korea Relations
Japan-Latin America Relations
Japan-Pacific Islands Relations
Japan-Philippines Relations
Japan-Russia Relations
Japan-Taiwan Relations
Japan-United Kingdom Relations
Japan—United States Relations
Japanese Expansion
Nixon Shock
Northern Territories
Nuclear Allergy
Plaza Accord
Russo-Japanese War
San Francisco Peace Treaty
Sino-Japanese Conflict, Second
Sino-Japanese War
Status of Forces Agreement
United States Military Bases—Japan
United States-Japan Security Treaty
Yasukuni Shrine Controversy
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EAST ASIA (continued)
History and Profile (continued)
Koreas
China-Korea Relations
Japan-Korea Relations
Korea-Japan Treaty of 1965
Korean War
North Korea—Human Rights
North Korea-South Korea Relations
North Korea-United States Relations
South Korea—Human Rights
South Korea-European Union Relations
South Korea-United States Relations
Mongolia
Mongolia—Human Rights
Mongolia-China-Russia Relations
Mongolia-Soviet Union Relations
Polo, Marco
Language and Communication
China
Chinese, Classical
Dai Qing
Hakka Languages
Mandarin
Media—China
Min
Romanization Systems, Chinese
Sino-Tibetan Languages
Wu
Xiang
Yue
Fapan
Feminine Language
Japanese Language
Matsumoto Shigeharu
Media—Japan
Koreas
Hangul Script
Korean Language
Media—South Korea
Romanization Systems, Korean
Mongolia
Khalkha
Mongolian Languages
Tungus Languages
Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Marriage and Family—FEast Asia
Westernization—FEast Asia
China
Aboriginal Peoples—Taiwan
China—Internal Migration
China—Population Resettlement
Chinese, Overseas

Clothing, Traditional—China
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Clothing, Traditional—Hong Kong
Clothing, Traditional—Taiwan
Clothing, Traditional—Tibet
Courtyards
Foot Binding
Guanxi
Hakka
Han
Hmong
Hui
Manchu
Marriage and Family—China
Miao—China
Moso
Muslim Peoples in China
National Minorities—China
Qingke
Single-Child Phenomenon—China
Social Associations—China
Social Stratification—China
Tibetans
Tujia
Uighurs
Women in China
Yao
Yi
Zhuang
Fapan
Aging Population—Japan
Ainu
Burakumin
Chinese in Japan
Clothing, Traditional—Japan
Ijime
Koreans in Japan
Social Relations—Japan
Women in Japan
Koreas
Ch’onmin
Clothing, Traditional—Korea
Koreans
Koreans, Overseas
Kye
Nobi
Women in Korea
Yangban
Mongolia
Clothing, Traditional—Mongolia
Mongols
Russians in Mongolia
Religion and Philosophy
Ancestor Worship—East Asia
Zodiac System—FEast Asia
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China
Analects
Atheism, Official—China
Buddhism—China
Buddhism, Chan
Buddhism—Tibet
Buddhism, Pure Land
Bureau of Religious Affairs
Christianity—China
Confucian Ethics
Confucianism—China
Confucius
Cult of Maitreya
Dalai Lama
Falun Gong
Feng Shui
Five Phases
Four Books
Judaism—China
Laozi
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought
Mencius
Mozi
Neo-Confucianism
Potala Palace
Religion, Folk—China
Ricci, Matteo
Taoism
Xunzi
Zhu Xi

Fapan
Atsuta Shrine
Buddhism—Japan
Christianity—Japan
Confucianism—]Japan
Hayashi Razan
Honen
Tkkyu
Ise Shrine
Iwashimizu Hachiman Shrine
Izumo Shrine
Kukai
Motoori Norinaga
Nichiren
Nishida Kitaro
Religion, Folk—Japan
Religions, New—Japan
Saicho
Shinran
Shinto
Suzuki Daisetsu Teitaro
Twenty-Six Martyrs
Uchimura Kanzo
Yamato Damashii
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Yasukuni Shrine
Koreas
Buddhism—Korea
Ch’ondogyo
Christianity—Korea
Confucianism—Korea
Religions, New—Korea
Seshi Customs
Taejonggyo
Tan’gun Myth
Taoism—Korea
Tonghak
Unification Church
Yil
Mongolia
Bogdo Khan
Buddhism—Mongolia
Gandan Lamasery
Islam—Mongolia
Shamanism—Mongolia
Science, Technology, and Health
Calendars—East Asia
China
Abacus
Acupuncture
Dujiangyan
Grand Canal
Great Wall
Gunpowder and Rocketry
Junk
Li Shizhen
Magnetism
Massage—China
Medicine, Traditional—China
Moxibustion
Needham, Joseph
Printing and Papermaking
Science, Traditional—China
Sericulture—China
Three Gorges Dam Project
Xu Guangqi
Koreas
Science Towns—Korea

SOUTH ASIA
Arts, Literature, and Recreation
Chitra/Ardhachitra/Chitrabhasha
Conveyance Arts
Cricket
Cuisine—South Asia
Drama—South Asia
Farid, Khwaja Ghulam
Indigo
Islam, Kazi Nazrul
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SOUTH ASIA (continued)
Arts, Literature, and Recreation (continued)
Jatra
Kama Sutra
Kipling, Joseph Rudyard
Literature, Bengali
Literature, Sanskrit
Literature, Tamil
Mahabharata
Manto, Sadaat Hasan
Nur Jehan
Painting—South Asia
Persian Miniature Painting
Raga
Ramayana
Rubab
Sarangi
Sarod
Sculpture—South Asia
Shah, Lalon
Shehnai
Veena
Bangladesh
Dance—Bangladesh
Music—Bangladesh
Bhutan
Textiles—Bhutan
India
Anand, Mulk Raj
Architecture—India
Bachchan, Amitabh
Chatterjee, Bankim Chandra
Chaudhuri, Nirad Chandra
Chughtai, Ismat
Cinema—India
Dance—India
Diwali
Drama—India
Forster, E. M.
Ghalib, Mirza Asadullah Khan
Holi
Kalidasa
Khan, Vilayat
Khusrau, Amir
Kumar, Dilip
Literature—India
Mangeshkar, Lata
Music—India
Music, Devotional—India
Narayan, R.K.
Nataka
Poetry—India
Prakarana
Premchand
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Rahman, A.R.
Rao, Raja
Rasa
Ray, Satyajit
Sports—India
Taj Mahal
Sri Lanka
Coomaraswamy, Ananda Kentish
Dance, Kandyan
Literature, Sinhalese
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
Agriculture—South Asia
British East India Company
French East India Company
Hawkins, William
Nomadic Pastoralism—South Asia
Tea—South Asia
Bangladesh
Bangladesh—Economic System
Grameen Bank
India
Agriculture—South Asia
British East India Company
French East India Company
Hawkins, William
India—Economic System
Nomadic Pastoralism—South Asia
Remittances
Salt Tax
Tea—South Asia
Nepal
Nepal—Economic System
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka—FEconomic System
Education
Panini
Sayyid, Ahmad Khan
Bangladesh
Bangladesh—Education System
India
India—Education System
Nepal
Nepal—Education System
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Andaman Sea
Bay of Bengal
Bramaputra River
Bustard, Hubara
Chagos Archipelago
Elephant, Asian
Green Revolution—South Asia
Himalaya Range
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Indian Ocean
Indian Subcontinent
Indo-Gangetic Plain
Jhelum River
Jute
K2, Mount
Kangchenjunga, Mount
Kaveri River
Kistna River
Mongoose
Punjab
Reunion Island
Sundarbhans
Tarai
India
Abu, Mount
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Bhopal
Chenab River
Dekkan
Eastern Ghats
Ganges River
Godavari River
Hindu Kush
Jumna River
Lion, Asiatic
Mahanadi River
Narmada Dam Controversy
Narmada River
Rann of Kachchh
Satpura Range
Sutlej River
Thar Desert
Tungabhadra River
Vindhya Mountains
Western Ghats
Zebu
Nepal
Everest, Mount
Kathmandu Valley
Government, Politics, and Law
Bahadur Shah
Birla Family
Colombo Plan
Hastings, Warren
Humayun
Ibn al-Qasim, Muhammad
Jahangir
Marxism—South Asia
Poros
Raziya
Roy, Rammohan
Shah Jahan
Singh, Jai
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Tata Family
Tipu Sultan
Bangladesh
Awami League
Bangladesh—Political System
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
Chittagong
Dhaka
Ershad, H.M.
Hasina Wajid, Sheikh
Jatiya Party
Rahman, Mujibur
Rahman, Ziaur
Zia, Khaleda
Bhutan
Thimphu
Wangchuck, King Jigme Singye
India
Afzal Khan
Agartala
Agra
Ahmadabad
Ajanta
Ajodhya
Akbar
Ali Janhar, Mohamed
Allahabad
Ambedkar, B.R.
Amritsar
Andhra Pradesh
Arunachal Pradesh
Asoka
Assam
Aurangabad
Aurangzeb
Awadh
Azad, Abu’l-Kalam
Babur
Bangalore
Bengal, West
Bentinck, William Cavendish
Bhosle, Shivaji
Bhubaneshwar
Bihar
Bodh Gaya
Bose, Subhas Chandra
Calcutta
Calicut
Canning, Charles John
Chandigarh
Chhattisgarh
Coimbatore
Constitution—India
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SOUTH ASIA (continued)
Government, Politics, and Law (continued)
India (continued)

Cranganur

Curzon, George Nathaniel

Dadra and Nagar Haveli Union Territory

Daman and Diu Union Territory

Darjeeling

Dehra Dun

Delhi Union Territory

Devi, Phoolan

Fazl, Abu’l

Gandhi, Indira

Gandhi, Mohandas K.

Gangtok

Goa

Godse, Nathuram Vinayak

Gujarat

Guwahati

Haidar, Ali Khan

Harsa

Haryana

Himachal Pradesh

Hindu Law

Hindu Nationalism

Hyderabad

Imphal

India—Political System

Indore

Jaipur

Jammu and Kashmir

Jharkhand

Jodhpur

Kanpur

Karnataka

Kautilya

Kerala

Khilafat Movement

Kohima

Ladakh

Lakshadweep

Laxmibai

Leh

Lucknow

Macaulay, Thomas B.

Madhya Pradesh

Madras

Madurai

Maharashtra

Mangalore

Manipur

Mathura

Meghalaya

Mizoram
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Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms
Morley-Minto Reforms
Mumbai
Muslim League
Mysore
Nagaland
Nehru, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Motilal
Nilgiri District
Ootacamund
Orissa
Patna
Pondicherry
Pune
Puri
Raipur
Rajagopalachari, Chakravart
Rajasthan
Rajkot
Ramachandran, Marudur Gopalamenon
Sarnath
Satyagraha
Shillong
Sikkim
Simla
Sindhia Family
Srinagar
Tamil Nadu
Thanjavur
Tripura
Trivandrum
Uttar Pradesh
Uttaranchal
Varanasi
Vishakapatnam
Nepal
Kathmandu
Nepal—Political System
Rana
Sri Lanka
Bandaranaike, Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias
Bandaranaike, Solomon West Ridgeway Diaz
Colombo
Jaffna
Kandy
Polonnaruva
Sri Lanka—Political System
Trincomalee
History and Profile
British Indian Empire
Chera
Chola
Dogra Dynasty
Gupta Empire
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Harappa
Holkars
Mauryan Empire
Mughal Empire
Paleoanthropology—South Asia
Pandya
South Asia—History
Vijayanagara Empire
Bangladesh
Bangladesh—History
Bangladesh—Profile
Bhbutan
Bhutan—History
Bhutan—Profile
India
Anglo-Mysore Wars
India—Medieval Period
India—Profile
Mutiny, Indian
Quit India Movement
Maldives
Maldives—History
Maldives—Profile

Mauritius
Mauritius—Profile
Nepal

Nepal—History

Nepal—Profile
Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka—History

Sri Lanka—Profile
International Relations
Bangladesh

Bangladesh-India Relations

Bangladesh-Pakistan Relations
India

Bangladesh-India Relations

China-India Relations

India—Human Rights

India-Myanmar Relations

India-Pakistan Relations

India-Southeast Asia Relations

India-Sri Lanka Relations

India-United Kingdom Relations

India-United States Relations
Sri Lanka

India-Sri Lanka Relations

Sri Lanka—Human Rights
Language and Communication

Bengali Language

Dravidian Languages

Indo-Aryan Languages

Media—South Asia

Munda Languages
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India
Hindi-Urdu
Sanskrit
Tamil Language
Sri Lanka
Sinhala
Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Bengalis
Ethnic Conflict—South Asia
Gama, Vasco da
Ismaili Sects—South Asia
Marriage and Family—South Asia
Nagas
Panjabi
Refugees—South Asia
South Asians, Overseas
Westernization—South Asia
Women in South Asia
Bhutan
Bhutanese
Clothing, Traditional—Bhutan
India
Anglo-Indians
Aryan

Assamese
Bhil
Brahman
Caste
Clothing, Traditional—India
Garo
Gond
Gujarati
Hill Tribes of India
Khasi
Oriyas
Pahari
Pandit
Parsi
Peripatetics
Rajput
Sanskritization
Santal
Sati
Tamils
Telugu
Untouchability
Sri Lanka
Sinhalese
Vedda
Religion and Philosophy
Buddhism—South Asia
Chishtiya
Christianity—South Asia
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SOUTH ASIA (continued)
Religion and Philosophy (continued)
Islam—South Asia
Jones, William
Judaism—South Asia
Khwaja Mu’in al-Din Chisht

Nurbakhshiya
Pilgrimage—South Asia
Sankara

Siddhartha Gautama
Sufism—South Asia
Vivekananda, Swami
Wali Allah, Shah
Bhbutan
Bhutan—Religion
India
Blavatsky, Helena Petrovna
Bhakti
Dev, Nanak Guru
Hindu Philosophy
Hindu Values
Hinduism—India
Jainism
Jesuits— India
Lingayat
Nagarjuna
Nizam ad-din Awliya
Possession
Ramakrishna
Ramanuja
Sai Baba, Satya
Sikhism
Tagore, Rabindranath
Teresa, Mother
Upanishads
Science, Technology, and Health
Calendars—South Asia
Climatology—South Asia
India
Medicine, Ayurvedic
Medicine, Unani

SOUTHEAST ASIA
Arts, Literature, and Recreation
Architecture—Southeast Asia
Batik
Cockfighting
Drama—Southeast Asia
Hari Raya Puasa
Kain Batik
Kain Songket
Mendu
Sepak Takraw
Thaipusam

Cambodia
Angkor Wat
Literature, Khmer

Indonesia
Arja
Bali Barong-Rangda
Balinese Sanghyang
Bedaya
Borobudur
Cuisine—Indonesia
Dance—Bali
Gambang Kromong
Gambuh
Gamelan
Hikayat Amir Hamza
Ludruk
Masks, Javanese
Music—Indonesia
Noer, Arifin C.
Pramoedya Ananta Toer
Puisi
Randai
Rendra, W.S.
Riantiarno, Nano
Sandiwara
Wayang Beber
Wayang Golek
Wayang Kulit
Wayang Topeng
Wayang Wong
Wijaya, Putu

Laos
Ikat Dyeing
Luang Prabang
Music, Folk—Laos
Palm-Leaf Manuscripts
Textiles—Laos
That Luang Festival
Wat Xieng Khouan

Malaysia
Bangsawan
Chang Fee Ming
Chuah Thean Teng
Cuisine—Malaysia
Dance—Malaysia
Dikir Barat
Gawai Dayak
Jikey
Jit, Krishen
Labu Sayong
Lim, Shirley
Mak Yong
Maniam, K.S.
Manora
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Pesta Menuai

Petronas Towers

Songket

Tarian Asyik

Tarian Portugis

Tay Hooi Keat
Myanmar

Burmese Arts

Literature—Myanmar

Mandalay Palace

Pagodas, Burmese
Philippines

Arnis

Bagonbanta, Fernando

Balisong

Baltazar, Francisco

Bulosan, Carlos

Cuisine—Philippines

Guerrero, Fernando M.

Literature—Philippines

Luna Y Novicio, Juan

Poetry—Philippines
Thailand

Bidyalankarana

Cuisine—Thailand

Damkoeng, Akat

Dokmai Sot

Drama—Thailand

Emerald Buddha

Fish Fighting

Khun Chang, Khun Phaen

Literature—Thailand

Longboat Racing

Muay Thai

Nirat

Phumisak, Chit

Ramakien

Siburapha

Sot Kuramarohit
Vietnam

Ao Dai

Cuisine—Vietnam

Dai Viet Su Ky

Doan Thi Diem

Ho Xuan Huong

Hoang Ngoc Phach

Hoat, Doan Viet

Khai Hung

Linh Nhat

Literature—Vietnam

Nguyen Du

Nguyen Thieu Gia

Opera—Vietnam

Plowing Ritual—Vietnam
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Poetry—Vietnam
Puppetry, Water
Tet
Tran Do
Truong Vinh Ky
Tu Luc Van Doan
Wandering Souls
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
Agriculture—Southeast Asia
Burma-Thailand Railway
Fishing Industry—Southeast Asia
Forest Industry—Southeast Asia
Golden Triangle
Ho Chi Minh Trail
Rubber Industry
Cambodia
Cambodia—Economic System
Indonesia
Indonesia—Economic System
Manufacturing Industry—Indonesia
Repelita
Laos
Chintanakan mai
Laos—Economic System
Mittaphap Bridge
Malaysia
Malaysia—Economic System
Manufacturing Industry—Malaysia
Mineral Industry—Malaysia
New Economic Policy—Malaysia
Rubber Industry—Malaysia
Timber Industry—Malaysia
Myanmar
Burma Road
Myanmar—FEconomic System
Philippines
Manufacturing Industry—Philippines
Pan-Philippine Highway
Philippines—Economic System
Suki
Singapore
Banking and Finance Industry—Singapore
Singapore—Economic System
Thailand
Thailand—Economic System
Thompson, Jim
Vietnam
Doi Moi
Ho Chi Minh Trail
Mekong Project
New Economic Zones
Vietnam—Economic System
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SOUTHEAST ASIA (continued)
Education
Brunei
Universiti Brunei Darussalam
Cambodia
Cambodia—Education System
Royal University of Phnom Penh
Indonesia
Bandung Institute of Technology
Gadjah Mada University
Indonesia—Education System
University of Indonesia
Laos
Laos—Education System
Sisavangvong University
Malaysia
Malaysia—Education System
Universiti Sains Malaysia
University of Malaya
Myanmar
Myanmar—Education System
Philippines
Philippines—Education System
Singapore
Nanyang Technological University
National University of Singapore
Singapore—Education System
Thailand
Chulalongkorn University
Thailand—Education System
Vietnam
Vietnam—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Andaman Sea
Banteng
Borneo
Dangrek Range
Green Revolution—Southeast Asia
Leopard, Clouded
Mongoose
Orangutan
Sun Bear
Cambodia
Cardamon Mountains
Elephant Range
Kompong Som Bay
Tonle Sap
Indonesia
Babirusa
Bali
Banda Sea
Flores Sea
Java Sea
Komodo Dragon
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Maluku
Nusa Tenggara
Timor Sea
Laos
Bolovens Plateau
Plain of Jars
Malaysia
Cameron Highlands
Kinabalu, Mount
Strait of Malacca
Myanmar
Arakan Yoma Mountains
Inle Lake Region
Irrawaddy River and Delta
Salween River
Sittang River
Philippines
Agno River
Cagayan River
Caraballo Mountains
Celebes Sea
Cordillera Central
Luzon Group
Maguey
Mindanao
Philippine Sea
Sierra Madre
Sulu Archipelago
Visayan Islands
Zambales Mountains
Thailand
Chao Phraya River and Delta
Doi Inthanon
Gulf of Thailand
Khon Kaen
Nakhon Ratchasima
Peninsular Thailand
Three Pagodas Pass
Vietnam
Cam Ranh Bay
Central Highlands of Vietnam
Con Dao Islands
Ha Long Bay
Ho Dynasty Citadel
Hoan Kiem Lake
Karun River and Shatt al Arab River
Mekong River and Delta
Red River and Delta
Tonkin Gulf
Government, Politics, and Law
Albuquerque, Afonso de
British Military Administration
Doumer, Paul
Dutch East India Company
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Romusha
Weld, Frederick
Brunei
Azahari, A M.
Bandar Seri Begawan
Brooke, James
Hassanal Bolkaih
Parti Rakyat Brunei
Cambodia
Buddhist Liberal Democratic Party—Cambodia
Cambodia—Civil War of 1970-1975
Cambodia—Political System
Cambodian People’s Party
Fa Ngoum
FUNCINPEC
Heng Samrin
Hun Sen
Jayavarman II
Jayavarman VII
Khieu Samphan
Khmer Rouge
Killing Fields
Lon Nol
Phnom Penh
Phnom Penh Evacuation
Pol Pot
Ranariddh, Norodom
Sam Rainsy
Sihanouk, Norodom
East Timor
Belo, Bishop Carlos
Dili
Dili Massacre
Fretilin
Gusmao, Xanana
Ramos-Horta, José
Indonesia
Airlangga
Amboina Massacre
Bandung
Batavia
Bosch, Johannes van den
Budi Utomo
Coen, Jan Pieterszoon
Cukong
Daendels, Herman
Darul Islam
Ethnic Colonial Policy—Indonesia
Gajah Mada
Gerindo
Gestapu Affair
Golkar
Habibie, B.].
Hamengku Buwono IX, Sri Sultan
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Hatta, Mohammad
Hizbullah
Indonesia—Political Parties
Indonesia—Political System
Indonesian Democratic Party
Indonesian Revolution
Irian Jaya
Jakarta
Jakarta Riots of May 1998
Java
Kalimantan
Malik, Adam
Medan
Megawati Sukarnoputri
Military, Indonesia
Moerdani, Leonardus Benjamin
New Order
Old Order
Pancasila
Partai Kebangkitan Bangsa
Partai Persatuan Pembangunan
Rais, Muhammad Amien
Sarekat Islam
Solo
Speelman, Cornelius
Suharto
Sukarno
Sulawesi
Sumatra
Surabaya
Taman Siswa
Treaty of Giyanti
Umar, Teuku
Wahid, Abdurrahman
Yogyakarta

Laos
Bokeo
Chao Anou
Civil War of 1956-1975—Laos
Kaysone Phomvihan

Lao People’s Revolutionary Party

Laos—Political System
Louangnamtha
Pathet Lao
Setthathirat
Souphanuvong, Prince
Souvanna Phouma, Prince
Vientiane
Xayabury

Mualaysia
Abdul Razak
Abu Bakar
Anwar, Ibrahim
Badawi, Abdullah Ahmed
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SOUTHEAST ASIA (continued)
Government, Politics, and Law (continued)
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TURKIC LANGUAGES The Turkic languages
are spoken across Eurasia from eastern Siberia to Iran
and from China to Ukraine, but they are concentrated
in Central Asia, where groups of two to twenty mil-
lion are represented; the total number of speakers of
Turkic languages exceeds 130 million. Turkish (ap-
proximately 57 million speakers) is the largest group.
Despite their broad geographic reach, speakers of
Turkic languages can usually understand each other.
Turkic peoples lived in the paths of countless inva-
sions of Eurasia, and they comprised a large part of
the nominally Mongol army. This contact and mobil-
ity has rendered classification difficult.

Sound System

Most Turkic languages have eight basic vowels,
which may be grouped according to backness (how far
back in the mouth the tongue is when they are said),
rounding (shape of the mouth), and height (how open
the mouth is), such as in Kyrgyz. (See Table 1.)

Some languages have more distinctions (for exam-
ple, Uighur and Azerbaijani also distinguish an open
e [e] and a closed e [e]), and some have fewer (for ex-

ample, Uzbek and Salar. Yakut, Turkmen, and Khalaj

have basic long vowels; many other languages have

TABLE 1

Vowel Phonemes

Unrounded Rounded
front back front back
High i i il u
Not high e a 0 0
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long vowels in loanwords or from consonant contrac-
tions. Reduced vowels are found in Chuvash, Tatar,

and Bashkir).

The combination of certain vowels with voiceless
consonants have resulted in a “checked” sound (glot-
talization) in South Siberia (Tuva, Tofa #”, meaning
“horse”), and a related sound (preaspiration, or spiran-
tization) in Inner Asia (Uighur 7'kki, meaning “two”).

Syllables tend to have a consonant-vowel (plus op-
tional consonant) shape, maximally CV(V)(C)(C), such
as Yakut kiiiis, “force” (CVVC), or tiirk, “Turk”
(CVCC, where the first consonant of CC must be a
sonorant or fricative). Consonants such as f, v, %, and
ts are atypical, though they occur in many Turkic lan-
guages due to contact with other languages. Native
initial nasals and liquids are not found, except for the
interrogative ne, “what?”

The Turkic languages are also known for sound
harmony: Native syllables have either all front vowels
(@, e,i, 0, u) and consonants (k, g, vy), or all back ones
(1, a, 0, u, g, etc.), as in kel-, “to come,” or gal-, “to re-
main.” There are many exceptions to this principle,
however, and the Turkic languages vary widely in the
extent of suffix harmony. Most suffixes match the
stems in at least voicing and backness (palatal har-
mony). Some have roundness assimilation (labial har-
mony) as well, under more restricted conditions. Some
languages have a weakened harmonic system, such as
Uzbek, due to contact with Iranian.

Morphology and Syntax
Turkic has regular agglutinative suffixation, in
which categories for person, number, tense and so on
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are strung together in a strict order. For example: Sarig
Yoghur bar-al--ye-mes-dro is the root verb go, with po-
tential-future-negative-third-person-definite endings
added on to make “s/he cannot go.”

Nouns and verbs each take their own regular suf-
fixes. Turkic nouns have neither gender nor dual num-
ber. Noun suffixes are almost uniformly ordered as
follows: Uzbek kirob-lar-im-da, book plus plural-first-
person-possessive-locative endings, to yield “in my
books.” The plural is not marked in collective or nu-
meral expressions. (So horse in the Kazakh phrase at
jagsi meaning “horse-good” or “Horses are good” is
the same in eki af, meaning “two horses.”). Within the
noun phrase, there is no case or number agreement
between adjectives and their head nouns. Many parti-
cles have case-like functions: #c%n, meaning “for” and
birle, meaning “together with,” for example.

Nouns can generally function as substantives or ad-
jectives (for example, Chuvash §utd, meaning both
“brightness” and “bright”) and many suffixes can be
added to both. Only adjectives have comparative
forms: Tatar yaxsi-raq, “better.”

Personal pronouns lack a distinction between in-
clusive and exclusive; honorifics are often formed
with plural pronouns, or with the reflexive pronoun in
the third person. Demonstrative pronouns usually
distinguish three kinds of distance, as with Kazakh
bul “this (visible),” so/ “that (invisible),” osi’ “that (fur-
ther away).” Personal and demonstrative pronouns
with genitive suffixes form possessives. Some demon-
stratives and interrogatives are formed from pronouns
with suffixes.

Cardinal numerals are generally based on a decimal
system; eleven to nineteen are additive: on bir “ten-
one” yields “eleven.” Exceptions are Sarig Yoghur and
Old Turkic, in which bir yigirmi (“one-twenty”) yields
“eleven” and bir ohdis (“one-thirty”) yields “twenty-
one.” Normally sixty to ninety are multiplicative. Or-
dinals take a suffix.

Verbal expressions in Turkic comprise partly suf-
fixing “be” verbs and regularly suffixing verbal phrases.
In the third person, nonpast copulas are not usually
marked (see, for example the Tuvan o/ surugci, mean-
ing “s/he is a student,” or the Kazakh bul adam jagsi,
meaning “this person is good,” to which can be com-
pared bul jagsi adam, meaning “This is a good person.”
Negative and past copulas are always marked with par-
ticles, as in the Turkish ben degil, meaning “itisn’t me.”

Verbal morphology is extensive, with suffixes to
express voice, mood, aspect, tense, and possibility or
potentiality. Potentiality is often marked with a gram-

maticized /-, meaning “take” or bil-, meaning “know,”
as in the Turkish ver-e-bil-ir “s/he can give.”

Verbs fall into two classes, finite and nonfinite. Fi-
nite verbs are conjugated, with markers for aspect,
mood, and tense, and constitute independent utter-
ances; nonfinite verbs do not carry such markers, and
are dependant parts of a sentence (for example, they
can be relative clauses). The manner in which an ac-
tion is carried out is typically expressed by semanti-
cally-fused verbal phrases consisting of a nonfinite
lexical verb and conjunctor followed by an auxiliary
verb. Languages generally have one to two dozen of
such grammaticalized combinations of tense, aspect,
and modal suffixes.

One important feature of Turkic is inferentality,
which lets the speaker distinguish direct from indirect
experience, as in the Uzbek watd ¢ildim, meaning “I
made a mistake,” as opposed to xatd gilibman, mean-
ing “It seems I have made a mistake.” The indirective
copulas s and iken~eken also exist.

Syntactic typology in Turkic is very consistent and
economical. Modifiers always precede what they mod-
ify: Noun phrases precede the verb, and verbs come
at sentence ends.

Diachronic Development

Before it diverged into distinct languages, a Com-
mon Turkic language unity is assumed; some scholars
also posit an earlier Proto-Turkic language.

Old Turkic (the first attested) languages include
East Old Turkic, Old Uighur, and Karakhanid. East
Old Turkic is the oldest known Turkic, attested in
runelike inscriptions on stone monuments in the Ork-
hon and Yenisey valleys in modern-day Mongolia from
the second Turkic empire (eighth century); the lan-
guage of the early Oghuz, Kipchak, and Uighur Thur-
kic peoples was little differentiated at the time. Old
Uighur flowered in the Tarim Basin Uighur dynasty
under Manichaeanism and Buddhism (ninth through
thirteenth centuries); Karakhanid Turkic (eleventh
through twelfth centuries), an Islamic literary lan-
guage centered in Kashgar, was influenced lexically by
Persian and Arabic and written in the Arabic script.

Middle Turkic reflects the increasing differentia-
tion of the Turkic branches and the development of
literary standards. In the east, Chagatay developed as
the premier pan-Central Asian Turkic literary lan-
guage, written in an Arabic script. In the west, Oghuz
Turkic included Old Anatolian Turkish (from the thir-
teenth century onwards), its successor Ottoman Turk-
ish, and literary Turkmen and Azerbayjani (from the
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fourteenth and fifteenth centuries onwards, respec-
tively); Kipchak Turkic is exemplified by the four-
teenth-century Codex Cumanicus.

Modern Turkic comprises six branches, classified
on the basis of both genetic and areal-typological fea-
tures. Early on, Turkic languages in the west with »
and / in some words (the so-called Oghur or Bulghar
branch) split off from Turkic languages with z and §
(so-called Common Turkic). Khalaj, spoken today in
Iran, represents a further early split. Common Thurkic
itself has four branches: Southwestern Turkic (Turk-
men, Azerbayjani, Turkish, and Gagauz); Northwest-
ern Turkic (Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Karakalpak, Noghay,
Tatar, Bashkir); Northeastern (Tuvan, Khakas,
Yakut), and Southeastern (Uighur, Uzbek).

Is Turkic Related to Mongolian?

A comparison of Turkic and Mongolian reveals an
abundance of lexical cognates, as well as similar suffix-
ation and phonology. Scholars disagree whether the re-
lationship is one of genetic inheritance or borrowing.
The former theory posits a common Altaic protolan-
guage, with three main families: Turkic, Mongolic, and
Manchu-Tungusic. Altaicists pointed to regular sound
correspondences, common suffixes and personal pro-
nouns, and syntactic similarities. On the other hand,
proponents of the now-dominant Turko-Mongolian
hypothesis asserted that such similarities were due to
borrowing, citing the lack of common numerals, and
similarities between Chuvash and Mongolian. Mongo-
lian’s 7 corresponding to Old Turkic z may indicate
that the Mongolian words were borrowed, likely very
early on, from an 7-type Turkic language like Chuvash.
Altaicists call into question the claim of unidirectional
borrowing from Turkic into Mongolic. Most all schol-
ars agree that Mongolian and Turkic show evidence of
heavy bidirectional copying at least since the intensive
contact of the thirteenth-century Mongol empire.

The Mongolian influence was particularly strong in
Yakut, Tuvan, and other Siberian Turkic languages.
Other early loans include Indo-European, Uralic, and
Sinitic. In addition, Yakut shows Tungusic and
Samoyedic influence, and Salar, Chinese, and Tibetan
elements. Uzbek, though a Southeastern Turkic lan-
guage, shows the effects of contact with Tajik (Iran-
ian) and Kipchak (Northwestern Turkic).

Arienne M. Dwyer
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TURKMEN  The Turkmen are a Sunni Muslim
people whose language, Turkmen, belongs to the
southwestern, or Oghuz, branch of the Turkic lin-
guistic group. In 1997, about 3.6 million Turkmen
lived in the Central Asian country of Turkmenistan,
with smaller numbers residing in neighboring coun-
tries. About two-thirds of the Turkmen population re-
side in rural settlements. With the development of
Turkmenistan’s economy during the post=World War
II Soviet period, many non-Turkmen skilled workers
and managers immigrated to the republic. The popu-
lation is distributed unevenly, with few people in the
Kara-Kum desert and mountain regions, but large
numbers in the oases.

Origins and Early History

The origins of the Turkmen may be traced back to
the Oghuz confederation of nomadic pastoral tribes
that lived in present-day Mongolia and around Lake
Baikal in southern Siberia. The Turkmen probably en-
tered Central Asia in the eleventh century CE and sub-
sequently came under the rule of the Seljuk Turks and
the Mongols. Turkmen tribesmen were an integral
part of the Seljuk military forces. Turkmen migrated
with their families and possessions on Seljuk cam-
paigns into Azerbaijan and Anatolia, a process that be-
gan the Turkification of these areas. During this time,
Turkmen also began to settle the area of present-day
Turkmenistan.

Pre-Russian Social Structure and Livelihood

For centuries the Turkmen were divided into nu-
merous tribes, the largest being the Tekke, Ersari, and
Yomut. The Turkmen traditionally lacked paramount
leaders and intertribal political unity. Each tribe’s elder
males formed a committee that discussed matters be-
fore embarking on any significant endeavor. They chose
their leaders by consensus rather than genealogy.

Prior to the Russian conquest in the late nineteenth
century, most Turkmen were pastoral nomads, though
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries many
had settled in the oases and become agriculturalists.
The men had reputations as warriors, and many served
as mounted mercenaries in various Central Asian and
Persian armies. The Akhal-teke breed of horse, world
renowned for its beauty and swiftness, is particular to

the Turkmen.
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Muslim Turkmen in traditional dress and hats praying in a
mosque in 1991. (DAVID & PETER TURNLEY/CORBIS)

Prior to Soviet rule, the extended family was the ba-
sic and most important social and economic unit among
the Turkmen. Small groups of Turkmen families
camped together as pastoral nomads in their custom-
ary regions. Different camping groups consolidated
only in times of war or special celebrations. Camping
groups subsisted on their livestock and on agricultural
products acquired in trade. In hard economic times,
they had to raid sedentary people to survive.

Islam and Life-Cycle Rituals

Although the great majority of Turkmen readily iden-
tify themselves as Muslims and acknowledge Islam as an
integral part of their cultural heritage, many are not de-
vout practitioners. Most participate in religious tradi-
tions associated with life-cycle rituals, such as weddings,
burials, and pilgrimages. Islam was spread to the Turk-
men in the tenth and eleventh centuries, primarily by
Sufi sheikhs rather than by strictly orthodox preachers.
"These sheikhs reconciled Islam with popular pre-Islamic
customs. The people often adopted these Sufis as their
"patron saints"—a practice contrary to strict Islam.
Among the Turkmen, there developed special holy
tribes, known as ovlat, which traced their ancestry to the
Prophet Muhammad. In the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, the ovlat tribes became dispersed. Their mem-
bers attended and conferred blessings at important
communal and life-cycle events and also acted as medi-
ators between disputing tribes. The ov/at institution re-
tains some authority today. Many of the Turkmen who
are respected for their spiritual powers trace their de-
scent from an ov/at, and it is not uncommon, especially
in rural areas, for such individuals to grant blessings at
life-cycle and other communal celebrations.

Unlike some Muslim women in the Middle East,
Turkmen women never wore the veil or practiced
strict seclusion. During the Soviet period, wives often

assumed what had been male responsibilities for cer-
tain Islamic rites so as to protect their husbands’ ca-
reers. Many women entered the workforce out of
economic necessity, a factor that disrupted some tra-
ditional family patterns. Educated urban women en-
tered professional services and careers.

Turkmen place great value on marriage celebra-
tions and life-cycle rituals. In rural areas especially,
marriages are often arranged by special matchmakers
(sawcholar), who seek potential spouses according to
their social status, education, and other qualities. The
bride’s parents traditionally demanded a bride-wealth
payment from the groom’s family as part of the mar-
riage contract. Turkmen rarely divorce.

Russian and Soviet Periods

In 1881, after conquering the Turkmen, the Rus-
sians created the Trans-Caspian oblast (province),
which became part of the governorate-general of
Turkistan in 1899. The Bolsheviks established control
over the area in 1920. In October 1924, when Central
Asia was divided into distinct political entities, the
Transcaspian Territory and Turkmen Oblast of the
Turkistan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic be-
came the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic. Owing
to forced collectivization during the first decades of
Soviet rule, the Turkmen were transformed from pas-
toral nomads into sedentary farmers. They cultivated
cotton and bred horses, camels, and karakul sheep. In
the oasis strip along the middle Amu Dar’ya, they
raised silkworms and grew cotton.

The Communist authorities suppressed religious
expression and education. They closed most religious
schools and mosques and banned religious obser-
vances. Some religious customs, such as Muslim bur-
ial and male circumecision, continued to be practiced
throughout the Soviet period. Religious customs were
preserved especially in rural areas.

Families continued to be close knit and often raised
more than five children. It was common for married
sons to remain with their parents, living together in
an extended one-story clay structure with a courtyard
and garden plot. In both rural and urban areas, respect
for elders was great; Turkmen still consider grand-
parents sources of wisdom and spirituality.

The Soviet period dampened but did not suppress
the expression of all Turkmen cultural traditions.
Turkmen continued to produce their famous carpets;
men continued to wear the high sheepskin hats, while
women adorned themselves with distinctive Turkmen
fabrics and jewelry. Turkmen also maintained their
rich musical heritage and oral literature.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



Independence

Turkmen leaders declared Turkmenistan’s inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union in 1991. The new
government has made efforts to regain some of the cul-
tural heritage lost under Soviet rule. It has ordered that
basic Islamic principles be taught in public schools.
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have financed the opening of
religious schools and mosques as well as instruction in
Arabic, the Qur’an, and Islamic history. Courses on
edep, or proper moral conduct according to traditional
Turkmen and Islamic values, have been introduced in
the public schools, and efforts are being made to con-
tact Turkmen living outside Turkmenistan.

Paul 7. Magnarella
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TURKMENABAT (1999 est. pop. 203,000).
Turkmenabat (Chardzhou, Charjou, or Charjew be-
fore 1999) is a major river port in Central Asia, on the
right bank of the lower Amu Dar’ya River, in the east-
ern part of the republic of Turkmenistan, a Central
Asian state. It is the country’s second largest city (af-
ter the capital Ashgabat) and the administrative cen-
ter of Lebap Welayat (province). The city was founded
in 1886 as a Russian military settlement named Novi
Chardzhui (New Chardzhui), when Russia’s Trans-
caspian Railroad, linking the Caspian Sea with the
middle of Central Asia, reached the Amu Dar’ya. In
1940, the city was renamed Chardzhou and became
the administrative center of the Chardzhou oblast
(province) of the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic,
part of the Soviet Union.

After the dissolution of the USSR in 1991, the city
became the center of the Lebap province of the re-
public of Turkmenistan. In July 1999, it was renamed
Turkmenabat (Turkmen City). At present, Turk-
menabat is a major rail junction and the largest port
on the Amu Dar’ya in Central Asia. The city has cot-
ton-processing, silk-weaving, and chemical industries.
It is also famous for its Astrakhan fur manufacturers.

Natalya YU. Khan
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TURKMENISTAN-RROFILE (2001 est.
pop. 4.6 million). The Republic of Turkmenistan is
located in southwest Central Asia. The nation shares
an eastern border with Afghanistan, a northern bor-
der with Uzbekistan, a northwestern border with
Kazakhstan, a southern border with Iran, and a west-
ern border with the Caspian Sea.

Turkmenistan was annexed by Russia in the last part
of the nineteenth century. On 27 October 1924, the
Turkmenistan Soviet Socialist Republic was estab-
lished. It became an autonomous republic of the So-
viet Union in May 1925. Turkmenistan became an
independent state on 27 October 1991, following the
collapse of the Soviet Union.

Geography

Ninety percent of Turkmenistan’s area of 488,100
square kilometers is consumed by the Kara-Kum and
Kyzyl-Kum deserts, and is largely uninhabited. The
Kara-Kum Canal carries water from the Amu Dar’ya
westward across the desert to Mary and ultimately to
Ashgabat, a distance of about 800 kilometers. The canal
water permits irrigated agriculture and industry along
the southern margin of the Kara-Kum desert. Tem-
peratures tend toward extremes, with very cold winters
and extremely hot, dry summers. Precipitation is low.

People

Turkmenistan had a 2001 estimated population of
4.6 million people. More than one-third of the popu-
lation is under the age of fifteen. Ethnically, about
73 percent of the population is Turkmen, 9.8 percent
is Russian, 9 percent are Uzbek, and 2 percent are
Tatar. The population growth rate is high, about 2.1
percent in 2000. Life expectancy is about 61 years.
Literacy rates are high, around 98 percent. About
89 percent of Turkmenistan’s population practices Is-
lam. Turkmen are traditionally Sunni Muslims. An-
other 9 percent of the population professes Eastern
Orthodox Christianity. Sufi mysticism and shamanism
are also visible.

In 1990 Turkmen was declared the official lan-
guage. The Soviets replaced the traditional Arabic
script with a Latin script in 1929, and later Cyrillic in
1940. Independent Turkmenistan has returned to a
Latin script.
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TURKMENISTAN

Country name: Turkmenistan

Area: 488,100 sq km

Population: 4,603,244 (July 2001 est.)

Population growth rate: 1.85% (2001 est.)

Birth rate: 28.55 births/1,000 population (2001 est.)

Death rate: 8.98 deaths/1,000 population (2001 est.)

Net migration rate: —1.04 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2001 est.)
Sex ratio: 0.98 male(s)/female (2001 est.)

Infant mortality rate: 73.25 deaths/1,000 live births (2001 est.)
Life expectancy at birth: 61 years, male: 57.43 years, female: 64.76 years (2001 est.)
Major religions: Muslim, Eastern Orthodox

Major languages: Turkmen, Russian, Uzbek

Literacy-tetal population:
Government type: republic
Capital: Ashgabat

Administrative divisions:
Independence:
National holiday:
Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal
GDP-eal growth rate:

Imports:
Currency: Turkmen manat (TMM)

98%, male: 99%, female: 97% (1989 est.)

5 welayatlar
27 October 1991 (from the Soviet Union)
Independence Day, 27 October (1991)

16% (2000 est.)
(purchasing power parity): $4,300 (2000 est.)
58% (1999 est.)

GDP-per capita:
Population below poverty line:
Exports:  $2.4 billion (f.o.b., 2000 est.)

$1.65 billion (c.i.f., 2000 est.)

Source: Central Intelligence Agency. (2001) The World Book Factbook 2001.
Retrieved 5 March 2002, from http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook.

Government

Turkmenistan is a republic with executive, legisla-
tive, and judicial branches of government, and a new
constitution that was adopted on 18 May 1992.

Saparmurat Niyazov, who had been chairman of the
Supreme Soviet, has served as Turkmenistan’s presi-
dent since 1991. In 2001, he announced he would re-
tire by 2010, and open presidential elections are not
planned until his retirement. Niyazov is often called
Turkmenbashi, meaning "head of the Turkmen."
Niyazov is the real source of power in the Turk-
menistan government. There are two parliamentary
bodies, a unicameral People’s Council, or Halk Masla-
haty. and a unicameral Assembly or Majlis. The con-
stitution guarantees an independent judiciary.

Turkmenistan has five administrative regions (ve-
layats or welayatlar): Ahal, Balkan Welayaty, Dash-

howuz, Lebap, and Mary. These five are subdivided
into fifty etraps, or districts. Ashgabat is the country’s
capital.

Economy

Turkmenistan is largely desert country with inten-
sive agriculture in irrigated oases. One-half of its irri-
gated land is planted in cotton, making it the world’s
tenth-largest producer. Desertification and water pol-
lution pose future concerns. The country has huge gas
reserves (the fifth-largest reserves in the world) as well
as oil resources. Other natural resources include coal,
sulfur, and salt.

Until the end of 1993, Turkmenistan had experi-
enced less economic disruption than other former So-
viet states because its economy received a boost from
higher prices for oil and gas and a sharp increase in
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hard-currency earnings. This changed in 1994 as the
fortunes of its customers in the former Soviet Union
continued to decline. The government has been cau-
tious in initiating economic reform measures, includ-
ing privatization. A regional financial crisis prompted
President Niyazov to issue a decree in late 1998 re-
structuring the banking sector and increasing govern-
ment ownership.

Turkmenistan’s telephone system is poorly devel-
oped, with only 363,000 telephone lines in use in 1997.
Estimates for radios and televisions in 1997 were 1.225
million and 820,000 respectively. A 2000 estimate
showed 2,000 Internet users in the country. There
were seventy airports in the country in that same year;
thirteen of those had paved runways. In 1989, official
statistics showed sixty-six newspaper titles published
in Turkmenistan.

About 58 percent of the population of Turk-
menistan lived below the poverty line in 1999. Future
prospects are uncertain.

Rebecca M. Bichel
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TURKMENISTAN-ECONOMIC SYSTEM

The economy of Turkmenistan is dominated by agri-
culture and by public investment in export-
oriented oil and gas. Turkmenistan’s economic system
is a highly administered, command-style economy,
dominated by the government and the ruling political
party. Structural market reforms, under way since

Turkmenistan became independent upon disintegration
of the USSR in October 1991, have proceeded slowly.

Background
Sandy deserts dominate Turkmenistan’s terrain.
Oases and river valleys have supported civilization
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since ancient times, but Turkmenistan’s inhospitable
desert climate created barriers to the development of
a modern state until the past century. The contem-
porary national frontiers of Turkmenistan are a prod-
uct of the modern period.

Turkmenistan is a predominately Muslim nation in
faith and culture. Roughly 90 percent of Turk-
menistan’s native population speak Turkic, and most
speak an Oghuz Turkic variant that is easily under-
stood by a modern Turkish speaker from Turkey. A
small percentage of the population in the nation’s four
major urban areas (Ashgabat, Dashauz, Turkmen-
bashy, and Mary) are Soviet-era European migrants
and post-Soviet-era foreign technical specialists,
speaking mainly Russian and English.

Economic Activity during the Transition Period

Turkmenistan’s economic activity in ancient times
was restricted to oasis agriculture and animal hus-
bandry. During the Soviet period, investment was con-
centrated in agricultural development and the gas and
oil industries. Turkmenistan’s agriculture emphasized
cotton production. Given the nation’s arid environ-
ment, expansion of the cotton-based agricultural
economy required development of an extensive irri-
gation system. Diversion of the waters of the Amu
Dar’ya River through Turkmenistan’s Garagum (Kara-
Kum) Canal contributed to the desiccation of the Aral
Sea and fueled disagreements among the Central Asian
states regarding water use. The Soviet-era economy
was organized on the principle of cooperative pro-
duction, meaning that primary commodities such as
raw cotton fiber, oil, and natural gas were transported
to manufacturing centers, located primarily in the
Russian areas of the USSR, for high-value secondary
processing. As a consequence, Turkmenistan served as
a supplier of primary commodities, while the associ-
ated processing and manufacturing took place in
northern industrial centers.

Turkmenistan’s Soviet-era economy depended on
massive hidden subsidies. When Soviet subsidies
ended, many industrial and agricultural enterprises
immediately became insolvent. The government of
Turkmenistan quickly sought to liberalize prices for
external trade while maintaining price supports do-
mestically. The government adopted a development
strategy that stressed increasing foreign trade earnings
while assuring domestic political stability under the
policy of "positive neutrality." First, according to this
policy, Turkmenistan sought to maintain as much dis-
tance as possible from Russia without giving up access
to northern and European gas markets that, during at
least the first few years of independence, would con-

tinue to be controlled by Russia by virtue of geogra-
phy. Second, the policy of positive neutrality implied
the expansion of trade with Turkmenistan’s southern
neighbors on the basis of self-interest. Third, it meant
the nation would seek foreign investment to the ex-
tent possible to revitalize the gas-related industry and
build a Kuwait-style emirate in Turkmenistan.

Economic Activity Today

The cornerstone of Turkmenistan’s future econ-
omy is its energy wealth. With an estimated 2.7 tril-
lion cubic meters in natural gas reserves and additional
potential reserves estimated at 14 trillion cubic me-
ters, Turkmenistan is the second-largest natural gas
producer in the former Soviet Union and the fourth-
largest producer in the world. Turkmenistan also has
an estimated 1 billion metric tons of oil reserves and
is the fourth-largest oil producer in the region.

Turkmenistan’s hydrocarbon resources offer great
potential for economic development but also imply
certain developmental vulnerabilities. Turkmenistan
was an early beneficiary of price liberalization after the
disintegration of the USSR. This enabled Turk-
menistan to charge world market prices for the gas it
supplied to its former Soviet-era customers in
Ukraine, Georgia, Russia, and other nations. On the
other hand, Turkmenistan’s landlocked position and
limited transportation infrastructure made dependent
upon customers in nations that were not in a position
to pay. Accordingly, gas was supplied sporadically on
credit, and a large proportion of Turkmenistan’s gas
sales was conducted on an inefficient barter basis. This
led to serious problems of external arrears and a de-
clining gas output. The total of arrears—mainly to Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Ukraine—rose to
$1.2 billion, and the government of Turkmenistan in-
terrupted some gas exports in 1997, greatly exacer-
bating political tensions in the region. Following
complex negotiations involving trading partners, gov-
ernments, commercial banks, and international orga-
nizations, many of the debts were rescheduled, and the
government resumed gas exports.

In 1998, Turkmenistan produced 13.3 billion cubic
meters of gas, down from 17.3 billion cubic meters in
1997. Turkmenistan produced 6,217 tons of oil in
1998, down from 4.4 million metric tons in 1997.
Turkmenistan’s gas industry is not limited by capac-
ity. Turkmenistan can expand the output of natural
gas with the turn of a valve. The constraints on pro-
duction arise from the physical transport capacity. In
late 1997, Turkmenistan began exporting gas to Iran
through a newly completed pipeline. The government
of Turkmenistan has also sought to develop new
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pipelines for access to external gas markets. The gov-
ernment has lobbied hard for international coopera-
tion in the construction of a gas pipeline across the
Caspian, through Azerbaijan, Georgia, and through
the Turkish port of Ceyhan to western consumers.

Although the oil and gas sectors account for a large
proportion of foreign-currency earnings, they produce
incomes that are restricted to a relatively small circle
and form only a small portion of overall employment.
Agriculture and animal husbandry, in contrast, ac-
count for about 20 percent of gross domestic product
(GDP) and more than 60 percent of overall employ-
ment. Turkmenistan is among the top ten cotton pro-
ducers worldwide. The production of cotton increased
in 1999 was 1.2 metric tons, up from 700,000 metric
tons in 1998 and from 624,000 metric tons in 1997.
In an effort to establish food self-sufficiency, Turk-
menistan subsidized wheat production, leading to an
increase to 1.2 million metric tons, up from 648,000
metric tons in 1997.

Despite some economic gains in recent years, much
of Turkmenistan’s population (48 percent by World
Bank estimates) lives below the poverty level. The gov-
ernment has adopted populist policies to support the
social safety net. Since 1992 the government has sub-
sidized housing and related utilities (for example, elec-
tricity, water, gas, sanitation, heating, and hot water),
making them virtually free, and subsidized key con-
sumer goods (for example, bread, flour, and baby
food). According to social indicators, however, the
safety net is far from sound. Local gas and water sup-
plies, although without cost to consumers, are fre-
quently interrupted. The nation’s infant mortality rate
(73.25 per 1,000 live births) is among the highest in
the region, and life expectancy (61 years) is among the
lowest among former Soviet republics. The 2000 GDP
per capita was estimated at $4,300.

The Government and the Economy

The government of Turkmenistan has been un-
willing to enact serious post-Communist structural re-
form by reducing the dominance of the government,
liberalizing the price structure, and monetarizing the
economy to allow a true private sector to emerge. A
weak financial and banking infrastructure continues to
hobble economic growth. The government has sought
to increase direct foreign investment but has pursued
this goal primarily by wooing strategic investors with
concessions rather than by establishing a level playing
field for economic activity. The government’s credit
policy has been expansionary, based on "directed
credit programs" and sweetheart deals. This has led to
lax budget constraints and a predictably high number
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of unperforming loans as credit is extended frequently
not on the basis of financial merit but on the basis of
access to influence and power.

The transfer of the state’s most valuable assets to the
private sector—privatization—has been slow and un-
successful. Although small-scale trading and service op-
erations have largely been privatized, the government
of Turkmenistan has delayed transfer to the private sec-
tor of medium-sized and large-scale enterprises, pre-
ferring to hold these as state-managed trusts.

The government of Turkmenistan continues to
play a highly interventionist role in the economy. All
decisions affecting business involve some political con-
siderations. The fusion of political and economic de-
cision making requires that businesspeople "facilitate"
necessary decisions to avoid capricious regulatory de-
lays by offering inducements in the forms of bribes.
Rather than create greater oversight, this form of con-
trol creates opportunities for corruption.

Faced with declining tax revenues from gas exports,
the government has reduced budgetary sending by cur-
tailing some expenditures (wages, pensions, stipends,
and medicines are protected) in order to achieve fiscal
balance. According to official figures, state budget
deficits have not been large. The reported deficit was
roughly 1.5 percent of GDP from 1994 to 1996, and
a slight surplus was recorded in 1997 and 1998. But
these figures are misleading. Turkmenistan’s true bud-
getary picture is hard to assess because of a large num-
ber of extrabudgetary funds. A realistic estimate would
put the real overall public sector deficit at 10 percent
of GDP in 1999.

Future of the Turkmenistan Economy
Turkmenistan has sought to be an attractive part-
ner, particularly for foreign enterprises interested in
participating in the development of Turkmenistan’s
gas, oil, and agricultural sectors. However, the foun-
dation of economic partnership in a market economy
is the establishment of fair conditions for trade and
commerce, not a system of favors and special treatment
for preferred parties. International financial institu-
tions such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
the World Bank, and the European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development (EBRD) have sought to as-
sist Turkmenistan in the development of its economic
institutions. Although the IMF has no formal lending
program in Turkmenistan, it has provided technical as-
sistance and policy advice. The World Bank has made
major institution-building investments in privatization,
modernization of the financial and banking sectors,
joint-venture administration, training in the energy
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sector, and improvement in water quality and urban
transportation. The EBRD has provided significant in-
vestment in key institutional programs.

But by and large the international development
community has not been satisfied with Turkmenistan’s
progress toward the adoption of international stan-
dards of policy and practice. In April 2000 the EBRD
took the unprecedented step of suspending its public-
sector lending programs to Turkmenistan on the ba-
sis of the government’s unwillingness to implement
agreed-upon structural reforms. Turkmenistan’s fu-
ture economic development rests upon the nation’s
ability to break away from excessive government con-
trols and crony capitalism toward a modern economy
based upon international standards.

Gregory Gleason
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TURKMENISTAN-EDUCATION  SYS-

TEM Turkmenistan marked ten years of indepen-
dence from the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) on 27 October 2001. From 1924 to 1991, the
Ministry of Education of the USSR provided centrally
planned curricula and textbooks, determined enroll-
ments, and required teaching in Russian. Since 1991,
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many reforms have taken place in the educational sys-
tem of Turkmenistan.

Structure of the Education System

The educational system of Turkmenistan consists of
preschools, primary and secondary schools, vocational
schools, and institutions of higher education. Preschools
are available to children three years of age and older.
Formal compulsory education in Turkmenistan begins
at the age of seven. Students attend secondary schools
for nine years. All secondary schools include elemen-
tary schools (grades one through three), where all
classes are taught by the same teacher, and general
schools (grades four through nine), where different sub-
jects are taught by different teachers. Secondary schools
enroll about 95 percent of the seven- to sixteen-year-
old age group, evenly divided between girls and boys.

After graduating from secondary school, students
may enter either a vocational school or an institution
of higher education. The length of study in vocational
schools varies according to the type of school, but on
average ranges from one to eighteen months.

There are sixteen institutions of higher education
in Turkmenistan: fifteen public and one private. The
only private institution is the International Turkmen-
Turkish University. Most classes at this university are
taught in English, and students have to pay tuition to
attend. However, attendance is free for those students
who receive high scores on admission tests. The pub-
lic institutions of higher education include one uni-
versity, eleven institutes, one academy, one college,
and one conservatory. The Ministry of Education of
Turkmenistan coordinates the operation of all fifteen
public institutions of higher education in the country,
while the Ministry of Economy and Finances governs
their budgets. All the public institutions provide edu-
cation free of charge. The length of study is four to
six years, depending on the specialization. In recent
years, Turkmen has replaced Russian as the primary
language of instruction.

Policy Making

The educational system of Turkmenistan remains
highly centralized. Direction is provided mainly
through decrees signed by the president of the coun-
try. The Ministry of Education, which plays a leading
role in policy making, includes a minister and two as-
sistant ministers.

Challenge for the Twenty-First Century
The major issue facing students and teachers in
Turkmenistan is acquiring proficiency in the Turk-
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men language. Instruction in 77 percent of secondary
schools is provided in Turkmen, and in the very near
future, Turkmen will be the exclusive language of in-
struction at all levels (it is already the only language
of instruction at all institutions of higher education in
the country). The government is preparing for this
change by training teachers to teach in Turkmen.

The available statistics on what percentage of the
population speaks Turkmen as a first language is
highly misleading (all numbers are too high). The new
language policy divides people into two camps: the
first group feels that instruction in Turkmen is the
right policy because Russian was forced on them many
years ago; the other group (mostly those who do not
speak Turkmen as a first language) feel that this
change is unnecessary and unfair.

Jeren Balaeva-Sawyer
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TURKMENISTAN-HISTORY (2000 est.
pop. 4.5 million). Turkmenistan in Central Asia is
home to most of the worlds Turkmen, a Turkic peo-
ple: hence the name, which means "land of the Turk-
men," or Turkmenia in Russian. In 1924 the newly
created Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic was named
Turkmenistan, and this name was retained when the
republic first became a sovereign country in 1991 with
the breakup of the Soviet Union.

Premodern Turkmen and Oghuz
Turkmen descend from the Oghuz Turks, a polit-
ical union of Turkic peoples, who in the eighth cen-
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tury migrated westward from the Gok-Turk empire,
located in what is today Mongolia. They organized
themselves under a yabghu (leader), and khans and begs
oversaw the tribes and clans. By the tenth century the
Oghuz were living in the vicinity of the Aral Sea and
were one of the most numerous of the Turkic peoples,
possessing extensive herds of sheep, camel, and horse.

By the eleventh century, the Turkic (Seljuk) state
in Khorasan, in modern Iran, was Islamic. The name
"Turkmen," previously used only as a political term,
may have come to distinguish those Oghuz who
adopted Islam and moved southward with the Seljuks
in the eleventh century. Although they were Muslims,
the Turkmen retained many aspects of their pre-
Muslim beliefs and practices: shamanism, Zoroastri-
anism, the Gok or sky god (Tengri) belief system.
Syncretism continues today but does not limit the
Turkmen sense of Islamic heritage.

The Seljuk empire (1038-1157) had developed
from the Oghuz federation of tribes. Seljuk and sev-
eral Oghuz tribes moved southward to seek land and
pasturage; recognizing the importance of Islam in the
region, they converted. The Seljuk empire expanded
into the Persian, Arab, and Byzantine lands. Its dom-
inance over the Middle East carried Turkic traditions
and customs throughout the region, advancing Per-
sian and Turkish as administrative and cultural lan-
guages and diminishing the predominance of the
Arabic language in the Muslim world.

The decline of the Seljuk empire led to the rise of
principalities, most of which were overwhelmed by the
Mongol invasion in the thirteenth century. The Mon-
gol incursions into Turkmen regions pushed the
Oghuz peoples farther westward into what is today
Azerbaijan and Asia Minor (Turkey), whence the Ot-
toman empire partly grew.

During the next several centuries most Turkmen
continued their traditional nomadic lifestyle, with
some moving into Uzbek (another Turkic-speaking
people)-dominated urban centers. While culturally
and linguistically related to other Turks, the Turkmen
saw themselves as distinct, even though they were not
a united group. Although they recognized their Turk-
men identity, tribal affiliation was even more pro-
nounced and continues to be important. Khan
leadership, regard for family genealogies, clan tagma
(symbol), and oral traditions symbolized the primacy
of clan and tribal membership

Imperial Russia
Russia began military incursions into the Turkmen
regions in the mid-nineteenth century. In 1879,
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golia and settle in Central Asia.

religion.

porate the region into Russia.

1992

KEY EVENTS IN TURKMENISTAN HISTORY

8™ century Oguz Turks, ancestors of the modern Turkmen, migrate from Mon-
1038 The Seljuk empire emerges in the region and Islam becomes the primary

13®* century The region is conquered by the Mongols.
1881 The Russians defeat the Turkmen at the fortress of Gok-Tepe and incor-

1924 The region is incorporated into the Soviet Union as the Turkmen Soviet
Socialist Republic and named Turkmenistan.

1928 The Soviet government represses Islam in Central Asia.

1954 Construction begins on the Kara-Kum Canal, which assists in the growth
of agriculture but also causes long-term environmental damage.

1991 Turkmenistan declares political independence.

Turkmenistan becomes a member of the United Nations.

1999 Saparmurad Niyazov is declared president for life.

several Turkmen tribes united to repulse the Russians,
but the Russians returned in 1881 and on 12 January
massacred eight thousand Turkmen at the fortress of
Gok-Tepe, a battle that continues to haunt the Turk-
men memory and that has been commemorated yearly
since 1991. On 6 May 1881, the Turkmen region
known in Russian as Transcaspia was named an
"oblast” (region). By 1886 the Russian Imperial Tran-
scaspian railroad stretched the length of the Turkmen
lands, reinforcing Russian military and economic
domination. In 1899 Transcaspia was incorporated
into the governor-generalship of Russian Turkistan.
In the Russian empire, the Turkmen were categorized
as inorodsty (alien) or tuzemtsy (native), which meant
that they were exempt from military service to the czar
and were allowed to preserve local custom, but these
terms also belittled them for their non-Russianness.

The Soviet Era

In 1917 Turkmen regions were divided among the
Khiva khanate, Bukharan emirate, and Transcaspia.
Before the Bolsheviks could take control, they had to
deal with the Social Revolutionary Transcaspian
Provincial Government, the British in Iran to whom
the Turkmen turned for assistance, and the Basmachi
or Turkmen National Liberation Movement.

On 27 October 1924, the Turkmen Soviet Social-
ist Republic was created from the regions inhabited
primarily by Turkmen, and Turkmen tribal identities
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were subsumed under a new Soviet national identity.
In the 1920s and early 1930s, efforts to bring Turk-
men culture and infrastructure in line with the new
Soviet society brought many reforms. Agriculture, in-
dustry, and the economy were radically reoriented to-
ward Soviet goals, chief among which was continuing
the czarist policy of using Turkmenistan as a mass pro-
ducer of cotton. Turkmen resisted the Soviet program
of collectivization, but the traditionally nomadic tribes
were eventually forced to settle and work on collec-
tives (kholkhoz) and state farms (sovkhoz). Women’s
lives began to change as educational and professional
opportunities grew. In 1928 the Soviet government
launched an antireligious campaign against Islam in
which most mosques were destroyed and Islamic life
was severely hampered. The policy of korenizatsiia
(fostering indigenous culture) led to the creation of a
standardized language and a broadly based educational
and literacy campaign—all of which were designed to
create a loyal Turkmen proletariat.

By the 1930s, however, Moscow’s policies shifted,
and korenizatsiia was denounced as "national chauvin-
ism." In the 1940s, Soviet policy shifted again, this
time away from ideas of internationalism and toward
Russification; for example, in 1940 the Turkmen were
required to adopt a Cyrillic alphabet. During the 1950s
Russification increased, and supranational culture such
as dastans (oral traditions) came under attack as a threat
to Soviet culture. In 1954 construction began on the
Kara-Kum Canal to bring water from the Amu Dar’ya
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River to Ashgabat in Turkmenistan. The canal helped
increase agricultural and cotton production, but the
damage to the ecology was severe. The canal con-
tributed to the draining of the Aral Sea and to the
salinization of Turkmen lands.

Although the Soviet system deeply penetrated life
in Turkmenistan, the Turkmen managed to retain
many aspects of their distinct culture and values. Turk-
men carpets continue to be of the highest quality and
beauty. Stockbreeding remains an important sector of
the economy and allows families to provide their own
meat and milk products. Despite pressures, literature
and poetry, especially the works of the poet Mag-
tumguly and dastans, remain vital to Turkmen identity.

Post-Soviet Era

On 27 October 1991, Turkmenistan declared politi-
cal independence. Saparmurad Niyazov, the former
chairman of the Supreme Soviet, popularly known as
Turkmenbasy (head of the Turkmen), became president
in 1991, was re-elected in June 1992, and was declared
president for life in December 1999. In March 1992
Turkmenistan became a member of the United Nations.

Today Turkmenistan is working to establish a na-
tional identity in the international sphere, to rebuild
its culture, and to restore its history. After years of
suppression, Islam is emerging both in private life
and in the public sector. Turkmen culture continues
to cultivate many aspects of its past. Mosques are be-
ing built and restored, national holidays include the
old Zoroastrian springtime celebration of Navruz, and
Turkmen women still wear camel-hair bracelets to
ward off evil spirits.

Victoria Clement

See also: Central Asia-Russian Relations; Central
Asia-Early Medieval Period; Central Asia-ate
Medieval and Early Modern; Central Asia-Modern;
Central Asia-Prehistoric; Ethnic Conflict-Gentral
Asia; Great Game; Perestroika; Post-Communism;
Russification and Sovietization-Gentral Asia
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TURKMENISTAN-RPOLITICAL SYSTEM
Although nominally a republic, Turkmenistan has a
highly authoritarian political structure and culture.
Turkmenistan’s president, Sapamurat Niyazov (b.
1940), popularly known simply as Turkmenbashy, or
"head of the Turkmen," leads Turkmenistan’s only
political party, the Turkmenistan National Democra-
tic Party. During the latter Soviet period (December
1985-December 1991), Niyazov served as first secre-
tary of the Communist Party of Turkmenistan, the
highest political office in the country. Niyazov was
elected chairman of the Turkmenistan Supreme So-
viet in January 1990 and was elected president of the
Soviet Socialist Republic of Turkmenistan on 27 Oc-
tober 1991, during the last stages of Gorbachev-era
political reform.

After Turkmenistan gained independence in Octo-
ber 1991, Niyazov sought to improve his political le-
gitimacy through popular elections. He was elected
president of Turkmenistan for a five-year term in elec-
tions held on 21 June 1992, running without opposi-
tion. Niyazov’s term was extended for an additional
five years by a national referendum held on 15 Janu-
ary 1994. On 28 December 1999, Turkmenistan’s par-
liament approved an amendment to the Turkmenistan
Constitution allowing the president to remain in of-
fice for an unlimited period, effectively making Niya-
zov president for life.
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Turkmenistan has recognized its president by nam-
ing numerous institutions, including cities, irrigation
canals, schools, streets, and buildings, in his honor.
Even the famed Lenin Kara-Kum Canal of Turk-
menistan was renamed the Niyazov Kara-Kum Canal.
A new medal of Turkmenistan National Distinction
was introduced to honor extraordinary service to the
Turkmenistan state, and President Niyazov became
the first bearer of this new distinction.

Constitutional and Legal Framework

The postindependence Turkmenistan constitution
was adopted in May 1992. According to the Turkmen
political system, the president is the head of state and
the government’s chief executive officer. The govern-
ment is managed on the top-down principle that ac-
countability and responsiveness in Turkmenistan
should be maintained not through the electoral
process but through the paternalism of the head of
state. The cabinet is composed of deputy chairpersons
of the cabinet of ministers, usually eight in number,
each with responsibilities in a broadly defined area.
Beneath the level of the cabinet are the ministers lead-
ing ministries defined by functional areas. While the
number of ministries varies from time to time, the list
includes areas familiar from Soviet-era government
administration, such as foreign affairs, defense, inter-
nal affairs, justice, finance, education, energy and in-
dustry, and oil and gas.

Other high officers of government include the
chairpersons of the national parliament, or Mejlis,
the members of the Supreme Court, the members of
the Supreme Economic Court, and the prosecutor-
general. The cabinet members and the other officers
of government serve at the president’s pleasure. The
president appoints judges at all levels and has the
power to disband local governing bodies and the Mejlis
in the event that a no-confidence vote occurs twice
within the Mejlis in eighteen months.

The legislative branch consists of the Khalk
Maslkhaty, or People’s Council. The Khalk Maslkhaty
is meant to be a public information institution rather
than a true deliberative assembly. In addition to its
fifty elected members, the Khalk Maslkhaty includes
the president, the high officers of government (in-
cluding high court justices), fifty elected members of
the Mejlis, from territorially defined single-voter dis-
tricts, and certain other appointed local officials. In
the Mejlis elections held in December 1994, the Cen-
tral Electoral Commission reported a 99 percent voter
turnout. In this election, fifty new Mejlis deputies were
elected in noncompetitive, single-candidate districts.
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All the candidates were registered members of the
Turkmenistan National Democratic Party. In parlia-
mentary elections held on 12 December 1999, the par-
liamentarians were elected in the same way, and all
seats went to candidates of the Turkmenistan National
Democratic Party.

The Turkmenistan constitution was the first legal
document in any of the Central Asian states to ex-
plicitly endorse private property, by guaranteeing cit-
izens the right to capital, land, and other material or
intellectual property. However, the constitution had
no provisions about the sources from which this pri-
vate land was to come, nor was a land-holding fund
created. A market for land emerged during the early
years of independence, but the market has been dom-
inated by local officials who set prices and determine
availability, often on the basis of nonmarket factors.

Executive-Branch Functions

The Turkmenistan president is head of state and
chief executive officer of the government. There is no
vice president or prime minister. While the Turk-
menistan constitution pays lip service to the principle
of separation of powers, in fact no system of checks and
balances functions in the country. Since declaring na-
tional independence, Turkmenistan has made only
minimal progress in moving toward establishing an in-
dependent judiciary, promoting a truly deliberative leg-
islature, conducting competitive elections, promoting
institutions of democratic accountability, defending
civil rights, and allowing freedom of association. The
public and private sectors remain as closely interde-
pendent today as they were during the period of state
Communism. This fusion of political and economic de-
cision making in Turkmenistan creates constraints on
the normal operation of business and provides a fertile
ground for petty economic corruption.

Competitive Politics, Elections, Parties, and
Civil Rights

Turkmenistan has not succeeded in recognizing the
importance of institutional pluralism in the modern
period. Opposition political parties are outlawed, and
the government security services deal harshly with
small, unofficial parties and opposition movements.
Fundamental freedoms of speech, press, assembly,
movement, and confession are routinely subordinated
by the state to the prevailing definition of the national
interests as determined by the president. Only Islam
and Russian Orthodox Christianity are registered re-
ligions. Authorities have intimidated, arrested, and
otherwise persecuted individuals and groups outside
these government-supervised structures.
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The Turkmenistan government maintains that the
country is "not ready” for openly functioning political
parties openly debating values, ideals, and policies, as
in most developed democratic countries. The govern-
ment prefers to avoid social tensions, conflicts, and
bloodshed by outlawing democratic institutions. The
elections that have been held in Turkmenistan have
been instruments designed to legitimize the existing
power structures rather than expressions of the popu-
lar will. Turkmenistan does not pass the "election test";
that is, the situation in the country is not one in which,
as Bernard Lewis says, "the government can be
changed by elections as opposed to one where elections
are changed by the government" (Lewis 1996: 53).

Transition to International Standards
of Governance

International human rights organizations have been
highly critical of Turkmenistan’s political system, ac-
cusing it of failing to make sufficient progress toward
international standards of acceptable governance. The
U.S. government and other major world powers have
been criticized for turning a blind eye to Turk-
menistan’s record and instead promoting the devel-
opment of Turkmenistan’s fabulous gas potential.

However, Turkmenistan’s negative record is not
without consequences. The European Bank for Re-
construction and Development (EBRD) suspended
some of its lending programs to the Turkmenistan
government in April 2000, claiming that the Turk-
menistan government had failed to implement agreed-
on structural reforms. The vice president of the
EBRD, Charles R. Frank, noted that "the Bank has
adopted a graduated approach, in which the scope of
its involvement is tied to the progress these countries
make in the application of universal democratic val-
ues" (Reuters 2000).

Turkmenistan’s position in the international com-
munity may be determined not by its ability to make
the transition to a higher standard of living but rather
by its ability to offer its citizens a higher quality of life.

Gregory Gleason
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TURKS-WESTERN ASIA  The word "Turk"
refers to the members of the great linguistic and cul-
tural family of Turkic peoples extending from China
to Europe. Today there are two main groups of Tur-
kic peoples: the western and the eastern. The eastern
group is made up of the Turkic peoples inhabiting the
areas of present-day Central Asia and the Uygur Au-
tonomous Region of Xinjiang in China. The Turks of
Turkey belong to the western group, which also in-
cludes the Turks of the Balkans, Anatolia, Cyprus,
northern Iraq, and northwestern Iran and Azerbaijan.
Almost nine-tenths of the population of Turkey claims
Turkish as their first language. In present-day Turkey,
however, the word implies not only ethnic, cultural,
and linguistic aspects but also designates the politico-
cultural group that includes everyone living in the ter-
ritory of the Turkish state. According to the Turkish
Constitution, Turkey is made up of all its citizens
without distinction of race or religion.

Origins of Turkic Peoples

The primary ancestors of the Turks of Turkey are
the Oguz Turks, who founded an empire in Central
Asia in the sixth century CE. By the eighth century,
nearly all the Oguz had adopted Islam, which is still
the religion of most eastern and western Turks today.
Around the tenth century, the Oguz migrated west-
ward and settled southwest of the Caspian Sea, in Iran
and Iraq. There the family of Oguz tribes known
as Seljuks created an empire, which by the eleventh
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century extended from the Indus River west to the
Mediterranean Sea. In 1071, the Seljuk sultan Alp Ar-
slan defeated the Byzantines at the Battle of Manzik-
ert, and thereafter several million Oguz settled in
Anatolia. These Turks came to constitute the major-
ity of the population there and made it part of the Is-
lamic world.

Ottoman Dynasty

An Oguz tribe led by Osman Beg founded the Ot-
toman dynasty in 1299. The empire reached its zenith
during the reign of Suleyman the Magnificent (reigned
1520-1566) and controlled vast areas from northern
Africa to southern Russia and from the borders of
Austria to the Bay of Basra. Turks spread westward into
the Balkans, and their descendants continued to inhabit
that region for five hundred years. After the collapse
of the empire, most of these Turks returned to Turkey.

European expansion into the Ottoman empire and
the rise of nationalism among the ethnic and racial
groups of the empire resulted in the Ottoman empire’s
dissolution in the early twentieth century. Nationalist
feelings began to spread among the Turks, and Turk-
ish elite began to call themselves Turks rather than
Ottomans and began searching for Turkic origins.

Modern Turkey

Following the partition of the six hundred-year-old
Ottoman empire after World War I, Turkish national-
ists under the leadership of Ataturk (1881-1938) re-
nounced the Ottoman heritage and founded the
Republic of Turkey in 1923 within the borders of the
empire’s Turkish core-Anatolia and eastern Thrace. To
Westernize Turkey, Ataturk launched a series of reforms
affecting all aspects of life, from introducing a civil code
to changing the alphabet from Arabic to Latin in 1928

A Turkish man with his two daughters in Kayseri, Turkey,
c. 1997. (DAVE BARTRUFF/CORBIS)
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and, in the 1930s, purifying the Turkish language by re-
moving the foreign words. Ataturk’s aim was to forge
the identity of the modern Turks and to make them
more like Europeans. Ataturk’s reforms, based on secu-
larism, nationalism, and modernization, constitute the
ideological base of modern Turkey, called Kemalism.

In the process of modernization, the Ottoman
structure of social relationships was greatly trans-
formed. Women began to take their place in the pub-
lic sphere along with men; the nuclear family replaced
the extended family, although in most rural areas pa-
trilineal ties and values are still dominant in deter-
mining social and kinship relations. Nearly two-thirds
of the population live in urban areas and work in in-
dustrial and service sectors. The rate of population
growth declined after the 1960s due to family-
planning policies. Today approximately 3.5 million
Turks live in various Western European countries.

Nearly all Turks are Muslim. Thus, while the Turk-
ish state is secular, Islam has had a deep impact on
family and social life, although this influence varies ac-
cording to people’s social and economic status. Two
dominant sects of Islam, the Sunni majority and the
Alevi, divide society vertically. The Alevi originated
from Shi‘ite Islam, but unlike their Iranian counter-
parts, are heterodox and have no formal clergy.

The culture of modern Turks has both modern and
traditional elements, the latter of which are based on
the rich Ottoman legacy apparent in carpet weaving,
ceramics, music, architectural forms, and folk arts.
Thanks to Ataturk’s reforms, modern literature, fine
arts, and classical and contemporary music flourish in
Turkey. Today, theater, a growing film industry, and
book and magazine publications play an important role
in Turkish culture.

Most Turkish citizens are ethnically Turk, but very
few if any are "pure" ethnic Turks. After the Turkic
nomads came to Anatolia in the eleventh century,
some settled peoples like the Greeks and the Armeni-
ans became Muslim and Turkish. Other Turkish cit-
izens are descendants of those who came from the
Balkans and the Caucasus as refugees in the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries. This long his-
tory of intermixing explains the difference in physical
appearance between the Turks of Turkey, who are
akin to European peoples, and the eastern Turks, who
have an East Asian appearance.

The Turkish language spoken by Turkey’s Turks be-
longs to the Ural-Altaic linguistic family and, with
Gagauz, Azerbaijani, Turkmen, and Khorasan Turkic,
forms the Oguz branch of the Turkic languages. Mod-
ern Turkish is also the language of Turkish minorities
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living in north Cyprus, northern Iraq, Bulgaria, Greece,
Macedonia, and Kosovo. Kurdish-speaking people, an
estimated one-seventh of the population of Turkey,
constitute another major linguistic group in that nation.

Yilmaz Colak

Further Reading

Hotham, David. (1972) The Turks. London: John Murray.

Lewis, Bernard. (1966) The Emergence of Modern Turkey.
London: Oxford University Press.

McCarthy, Justine. (1997) The Ottoman Turks. London:
Longman.

TURUGART PASS Turugart (Torugart) Pass is
a mountain pass in the Tian Shan mountain range of
Central Asia, connecting the Republic of Kyrgyzstan
with Xinjiang Province in the far northwestern region
of the People’s Republic of China. A major highway
runs through the pass, following one of the main
routes of the ancient Silk Road between Europe and
China. The road winds south through the smaller At-
Bashi mountain range in the central part of the Tian
Shan, which is oriented northeast and southwest,
forming much of the Kyrgyz and Chinese border.
Reaching a height of 3,752 meters at the pass, the road
descends to the Chinese city of Kashgar on the edge
of the vast Taklimakan Desert. A pristine mountain
landscape and high mountain lakes such as Lake
Chatyr Kul, virtually untouched by human hands,
make the pass an area of environmental concern for
the Kyrgyz government and people.

Near the pass, within Kyrgyzstan, sits the tenth-
century Tash-Rabat caravanserai, or caravan rest stop,
that gave shelter to caravans traveling along the Silk
Route between Europe and China. The high moun-
tain pass is growing in importance as a major eConomic
and trading link between Kyrgyzstan and western
China. The Kyrgyz form the majority of the popula-
tion on both sides of the Turugart Pass.

David R. Smith

Further Reading

Gvozdetskij, N. A., and N. I. Mikhailov. (1978) Fizicheskain
Geografiya SSSR: Aziatskaia Chast’ (Physical Geography
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Whittell, Giles. (1995) Central Asia: The Practical Handbook.
London: Cadogan Books.

TWELVE MUQAM  The Twelve Mugam are
considered the most prestigious music of the Uighur
people of Xinjiang in northwest China. In terminol-
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TWELVE MUQAM

ogy, they are allied to the Arabo-Persian magam sys-
tem; mugam is the Turkic-language variant of this
Arab term, and many names of individual suites are
also drawn from Arabic. Musically, however, the
Mugam are more closely related to Central Asian art-
music traditions, like the Bukharan Shashmagam. Un-
like the Arabo-Persian traditions, which involve a
degree of improvisation in performance, each of the
Uighur Twelve Mugam is basically a tripartite suite
made up of (1) chong naghma (great music)—a series
of vocal and instrumental pieces beginning with a
meditative unmetered bash mugam (introduction); (2)
dastan (stories)—slower metered pieces; (3) mashrap
(festival)—fast dance pieces.

The pieces are characterized by rhythmic formulas
marked out by the hand-held dap (drum). Each of the
Uighur Twelve Mugam is basically a fixed tripartite
musical suite; each has a defining mood and pitch
range, but modulation is so frequent that is hardly pos-
sible to link a Mugam to one mode, in contrast to the
Arabo-Persian tradition.

The lyrics of the Twelve Mugam are attributed to
the great Turkic and Persian poets or drawn from folk
poetry; they are imbued with Sufi imagery and ideals.
Said to originate in the fifteenth-century Kashgar
court, their present form is more realistically traced
back to the nineteenth century. Mugam may be per-
formed by one singer with bowed or plucked lute (s2-
tar or tanbur) plus drum or with a small group of
supporting voices and instruments. Men, women, beg-
gars, and respected religious men may practice this tra-
dition, for enjoyment or religious purposes. The
Twelve Mugam hold an important place in Uighurs’
affections and are often referred to in terms of spiri-
tual necessity and moral authority.

Rachel Harris

Further Reading

During, Jean, and Sabine Trebinjac. (1991) Introduction au
Mugam Ouigour. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University
Press.

Mackerras, Colin. (1985) "Traditional Uyghur Performing
Arts." Asian Music 16: 29-58.

Trebinjac, Sabine. 2000. Le Powvoir en chantent: L’Art de fab-
riguer une musique chinoise. Nanterre, France: Societé
d’ethnologie.

Recordings

La Route de Soie, Chine, Xinjiang. (1992) Recordings by An-
derson Bakewell. France: Playasound PS 65087.

Turkestan ~ Chinois/Xinjiang: Musique  Ouigoures. (1990)
Recordings by Sabine Trebinjac and Jean During. France:
Ocora C559092-93.
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TWELVER SHI‘ISM

Uyghur Musicians from Xinjiang: Music from the Oasis Towns
of Central Asia. (2000) Sleeve notes by Rachel Harris.
U.K.: Globestyle CDO0OBD 098.

TWELVER SHIISM  There are two major
branches of Islam. After the death of the prophet
Muhammad (c. 632 CE), Muslims who followed Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar, and “Uthman as the temporal and spir-
itual heads of Islam came to be known as Sunni Mus-
lims. Those following ‘Ali and his descendants came
to be known as Shi‘ite Muslims. Among the Shi‘a,
those believing in the twelve imams (spiritual heads of
the Muslim faith), beginning with ‘Ali and ending with
the twelfth imam, are known as Ithna ‘ashariyiah or
Twelver Shi‘ite Muslims. This also contrasts with
those who only believe in seven imams—the Ismailis.
In both Sunni and Shi‘ite Islam, there are traditions
attributed to the prophet Muhammad about the day
of judgment and the coming of the Mahdi (Rightly
Guided One). In the Twelver Shi‘a theology, the
Mahdi and the twelfth imam are one and the same. It
is thought that when recognized, the Mahdi will be
named after the prophet Muhammad and will be a
member of the house of the prophet, one who is a di-
rect offspring of Muhammad.

The twelfth imam is the last imam of the Twelver
Shi‘ite tradition. Like many of the Shi‘a imams, the
eleventh imam, Hasan al-Askari (d. 874), was persecuted
by the Sunni rulers of his time. The Abbasid caliph Mu'-
tamid had deported Imam al-Askari from Medina to
Samarra (in present-day Iraq) and kept him as a pris-
oner for much of his short imamate. After Imam al-
Askari’s death, general confusion erupted among the
Shi‘ite community because no apparent successor had
been appointed by him, nor was he known to have had
any sons. As many as twenty factions were formed
among the Shi‘a, with each adhering to idiosyncratic
beliefs. One faction continued to believe that Imam al-
Askari was not dead but in a state of occultation (wait-
ing to reappear to humanity). Similar ideas had risen
after the death of the seventh imam, Musa al-Kazim (d.
799 CE). Others claimed that Imam al-Askari was child-
less. Yet others claimed that he had a son, who was the
anticipated Mahdi and who has gone into occultation.
They claimed that the five-year-old Mahdi was seen
searching for his father near his dwelling place when he
entered a cavern and was not seen again.

Although the myth or reality of the twelfth imam
cannot be fully determined, the Twelver Shi‘ism tra-
dition considers him to have existed, to have been
named Muhammad, and to have been a son of the
eleventh imam, Hasan al-Askari. It is said that even
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his mother was not aware of her own pregnancy. The
twelfth imam is said to have been in danger of being
killed by the Abbasids, who were the rulers of his time,
because the Abbasids feared that the emergence of the
Mahdi would end their tyrannical rule. In order to cre-
ate dissent within the Shi‘a ranks, the Abbasids had
even supported one of Imam al-Askari’s brothers by
the name of Ja‘far as the claimant to the office of the
imamate.

Itis also held that Imam al-Askari smuggled his son,
Muhammad, from Samarra to Medina in 873. During
his seven-year imamate, Hasan al-Askari lived in oc-
casional imprisonment, hiding, and dissimulation
(tagiyya), a practice of denying of one’s faith used by
the Shi‘ites to protect themselves from the majority
Sunni.

The twelfth imam lived in hiding for sixty-nine
years, communicating with and guiding the Shi‘a be-
lievers through four renowned followers. This period
is known as the lesser occultation (874-941 CE). The
concept of the safir (ambassador or agent) through
whom imams communicated with their followers,
had been established by earlier Shi‘ite imams. After
the death of the fourth ambassador, no other signifi-
cant leader immediately claimed to be an ambassador
or direct communicator with the twelfth imam. An-
other tradition has it that the fourth ambassador also
gave the news of the bodily death of the imam to the
believers.

The period from the supposed death of the twelfth
imam until the day of his resurrection is known as the
greater occultation. Many of the Shi‘a believe that the
twelfth imam is living among humanity but is invisi-
ble and that he will choose to reveal himself and rid
the world of injustice when he deems it an appropri-
ate time.

During the nineteenth century, several prominent
figures are considered to have been the twelfth imam.
The most prominent were Shaykh Ahmad al-Ahsa‘i
(1753-1826), Sayyid Kazem Rashti (d. 1844), and
Mirza ‘Ali Muhammad (1819-1850) of Shiraz, also
known as the Bab ("the Gate"). The Bab announced
his status in 1844, exactly one thousand lunar years
from the lesser occultation of the twelfth imam (260
CE). Later, Mirza ‘Ali Muhammad claimed to be the
Mahdi and was eventually imprisoned and executed.

Unlike in the Sunni branch of Islam, in Shi‘a cler-
ics are considered more than religiously well-versed
people who hold the same status as judges in secular
courts. Many Shi‘ite Muslims consider their religious
figures to speak and deliver judgments in the name of
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the twelfth imam. This has given substantial powers to
Shi‘ite clerics. The twelfth imam is also known as the
Muntazar (the Expected One), the Hujja (the Proof),
the Qaim (the Living), and the Imam al-Zaman (the
Imam of Time). Today, the birth of the twelfth imam
is celebrated throughout the Shi‘a Muslim world.

Cyrus Koenberg

Further Reading

Sachedina, Abdulziz A. (1981) Islamic Messianism: The Idea of
the Mahdi in Twelver Shi‘ism. Albany, NY: State Univer-
sity of New York Press.

TWENTY-SIX MARTYRS  The twenty-six
martyrs were Japanese and Western Christians cruci-
fied at Nishizaka Hill in Nagasaki on 5 February 1597.
The twenty-six were ordered executed by Toyotomi
Hideyoshi (1536/7-1598), Japan’s paramount leader at
the time, in response to developments surrounding the
stranding of the Spanish galleon San Felipe the previ-
ous autumn off the island of Shikoku. Hideyoshi, who
had long exhibited an erratic policy toward Christian-
ity in Japan, had first banned the religion in 1587 but
had not strictly enforced this proscription directed
against the Jesuits. Originally, he also welcomed the
Franciscans when they began their missionary work in
the country in the 1590s, but when a pilot aboard the
San Felipe boasted that Franciscan friars had in the past
served as a vanguard of Spanish invasion forces in for-
eign territories, Hideyoshi moved quickly against the
Franciscans in Japan.

In December 1596, six Western Franciscans from
the Kyoto/Osaka area, fifteen Japanese followers of the
Franciscan mission, and three Japanese Jesuits were ar-
rested, tried, and condemned to death. The twenty-
four were marched overland from Kyoto to Nagasaki
for crucifixion. Two Japanese who followed the pris-
oners to look after their needs were also included
among those executed. The deaths of the six foreign
missionaries marked the first time that Westerners
were executed in Japan for their faith.

The twenty-six were beatified by Pope Urban VIII
in 1627 and canonized by Pope Pius IX in 1862. Three
years later, to commemorate the martyrdom, French
Catholic missionaries built Oura Church facing
Nishizaka Hill in Nagasaki. A memorial to the mar-
tyrs was built at Nishizaka on the centennial of their
canonization. In 1981 Pope John Paul II visited the
memorial and paid tribute to the martyrs.

Lane R. Earns
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TYPHOONS Typhoons or cyclones are large, of-
ten destructive tropical storms similar to the western
hemisphere’s hurricanes. From Japan to India, mil-
lions of lives are at risk from typhoons, because of their
high wind speeds, intense rainfall, and sea surges.

Since typhoons depend on heat and moisture to sus-
tain them, these storms always form over warm oceans
near the equator where sea-surface temperatures are
at least 26°C. They originate in the western Pacific
above the equator and follow several general tracks—
westward across the central Philippines and into cen-
tral and northern Vietnam, or curving northward to
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, and coastal areas of
China. The most deadly and damaging of these storms
originate in the warm water of the Bay of Bengal,
where their northward track drives them into the low-
lying and densely settled areas of Bangladesh. These
storm occur before (April and May) or after (Octo-
ber-November) the southwest monsoon season and
have been accompanied by winds in excess of 145 miles
per hour. Although these winds can do great damage
and release large amounts of rainfall, it is the storm
surge or wall of water pushed ahead of the low pres-
sure eye of the storm as it approaches the shoreline
that is most devastating and accounts for most loss of
life. The average annual frequency of typhoons in East
and Southeast Asia is three or more per year. In the
Indian Ocean and Bay of Bengal, where these storms
are called cyclones, there may be one or more per year.

Residents with their personal belongings wade through the
flooded streets of Nagoya, Japan, in September 2000 following
a typhoon. (AFP/CORBIS)
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TYPHOONS

The greatest damages from typhoons or cyclones
have occurred in Bangladesh, the Philippines, and
Japan. About 10 percent of all tropical cyclones form
in the Bay of Bengal. Poverty and overpopulation
worsen the devastating effects of cyclones on
Bangladesh. Twenty million people live in vulnerable
rural communities in the delta at the head of the Bay
of Bengal, where much of the more productive rice
land is located. In May 1985, a cyclone with a storm
surge nine meters high caused more than eleven thou-
sand deaths, although much higher death tolls have
been recorded. For example, the storm of 29 April
1991 had an estimated death toll of 150,000-200,000
people and directly affected 15 million residents.

In isolated island groups such as the Philippines and
Japan, typhoons can inflict large amounts of property
damage, flooding, and loss of life. The concentration
of built-up methods and agricultural activities in flood-
prone lowlands and along coastlines means that high
winds and heavy rainfall can cause damage to crops
and buildings and threaten human life. The low-lying
and narrow landmass of these island groups tends to
intensify the impact of these forces. In 1970, four ma-
jor typhoons swept central and north Luzon Island in
the Philippines with over fifteen hundred lives lost.
Typhoon Goring caused millions of pesos in crop
damage in 1989.
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Japan is hit by an average of four typhoons a year,
which cause millions of dollars in property damage,
primarily in the southern islands of Kyushu and
Fukuoka. Typhoon Vera, which struck central Hon-
shu in 1959, left five thousand dead and over forty
thousand injured.

Efforts to mitigate the adverse impact of typhoons
vary. Japan has enforced typhoon-resistant building
practices in many of the most vulnerable urban areas in
Kyushu and southern Honshu Islands and Fukuoka
Prefecture for many years. Elsewhere in Asia, evacua-
tion programs and early warning systems are less
developed, although governments and international dis-
aster-management agencies are working on developing

them.

Fames Hafner
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UCHIMURA KANZO (1861-1930), Japanese
writer and religious figure. Uchimura Kanzo was born
in Edo (present-day Tokyo) to the samurai class and
educated in the English language at Sapporo Agricul-
tural College (now Hokkaido University), where he
converted to Christianity. In 1884, he traveled to the
United States, studied at Amherst College and Hart-
ford Theological Seminary, and worked at a mental hos-
pital in Philadelphia. His spiritual autobiography, How
I Became a Christian (1895), describes the racial preju-
dice, economic injustice, crime, and strident religious
sectarianism he found in the United States, all of which
he considered contrary to true Christianity. After re-
turning to Japan in 1888, he became a schoolteacher,
but was accused by his colleagues of showing disrespect
toward the emperor. Unable to continue in education,
he became a writer, editor, and religious leader, as well
as a prominent pacifist. His mukyokai (nonchurch) doc-
trine sought to avoid reliance upon church buildings,
professional ministers, and organizations in favor of
more informal and democratic gatherings at individu-
als” homes. Although motivated in part by a resistance
to the hegemony of Western religious institutionalism,
his doctrine also emphasized Bible study in small
groups, organized along the culturally familiar pattern
of sensei (teacher or mentor) and deshi (student or dis-
ciple). While technically a fundamentalist, his beliefs are
also seen as nationalistic in their advocacy of a Japan-
ese-led reformation of Christianity.

Matthew Mizenko

Further Reading
Miura Hiroshi. (1996) The Life and Thought of Kanzo
Uchimura, 1861-1930. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
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UIGHURS Uighurs (or Uygurs) are the largest of
the Thurkic groups in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Re-
gion of China, with an estimated population in the re-
gion of 8 million in 1997. Uighurs account for 46.7
percent of the population of Xinjiang Uygur Au-
tonomous Region, with Han Chinese accounting for
38.4 percent and members of other minority ethnici-
ties accounting for the remaining 14.9 percent. For
most of the past ten centuries, these people have lived
under the control of the Mongolian peoples. The
Uighurs make their living in the Tian Shan mountain
range as nomads (though the nomadic population is
decreasing), herding sheep, goats, cows, horses, and
camels. In oases near the Taklimakan Desert, they en-
gage in farming with the aid of irrigation canals or un-
derground waterways to run meltwater. Wheat, corn,
cotton, and fruit (grapes, watermelons, and muskmel-
ons) are popular crops. Trading is actively carried out
across borders in the southwestern cities, where peo-
ple weave traditional carpets.

At present they are Sunni Muslims, but earlier in
their history they inclined to Manichaeanism (since
the eighth century) and Buddhism (since the tenth
century), and originally they adhered to shamanism
and believed that Heaven (tengri) gave order, power,
and wisdom to mankind. Fragments of many kinds of
texts on Buddhism, Manichaeanism, and Nestorian
Christianity have been uncovered at archaeological
sites in Uighur areas. Islam came to Uighur lands
along the Silk Road, and almost all Uighurs had be-
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UIGHURS

come Muslims by the end of the fifteenth century.
Since 1978, the Chinese government has maintained
an appeasement policy with regard to religious ex-
pression, supporting the revival of religious activities,
including reconstruction of mosques and religious
school, as well as supporting publication of books in
Uighur, in an effort to promote reform and an open-
door policy. This is in an attempt to mend the dam-
age done by the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), in
which much of the culture of the pre-Communist pe-
riod was destroyed. Muslims are hopeful that these
policies will lead to a resurgence of ethnic and reli-
gious autonomy, but their optimism is guarded. They
are quite afraid that their ethnic and cultural sover-
eignty will be overwhelmed by the area’s growing Han
Chinese population. China, for its part, is very sensi-
tive about matters affecting its sovereignty over the
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.

Early History of the Uighur people

The term Uighur originated as the name of one of
the Nine Tribes (Tokuz Oghuz), a confederation of
Turkic nomads that first appears in the annals of Chi-
nese historiography in the early seventh century. A
clan of the Uighur tribe, the Yaghlakar, established a
state (744-840 CE) in what is now Mongolia. This
state’s most notable contribution was the military res-
cue of the Chinese Tang dynasty (618-907 CE) from
the crises caused by the rebellion of the general An
Lushan (703-757). In return, the Chinese emperor be-
queathed the Uighur state a large monetary award an-
nually. The Uighurs strengthened their relationship
with the Sogdian merchants (Sogdians were a people
who lived in Transoxiana, now Uzbekistan) who had
a profitable trade of horses from the Uighur state for
silk from China. In 763, the Uighurs permitted the
Sogdians’ Manichaean missionary work. The city Or-
dubalik ("Town of the Palace"), located on the Ork-
hon riverside and later named Karabalghasun, enjoyed
its greatest flourishing during this time. The Sogdians
engaged in commerce with their colonies along the
Silk Road leading to China and the Uighur state.

The Uighur ruling classes attempted to strengthen
social and economic relations with the Sogdians, which
caused unrest among nomadic Uighurs, who were suf-
fering from famine and pestilence, and, in 839, from
heavy snowfalls. Probably seeing the opportunity to
take advantage of the situation, a large number of Kyr-
gyz, a Turkic tribe in the upper Yenisey valley, allied
with a discontented Uighur general and invaded and
burned Ordubalik, bringing down the Uighur govern-
ment in 840. Both Uighur nomads and nobles of the
ruling classes emigrated, eventually settling in the area
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from the Tian Shan to Gansu Province in northwest-
ern China. Immigrant Uighurs founded at least two
new states, the Uighur kingdom of Ganzhou (890-
1028), and the West Uighur kingdom (early tenth
century—1284). Descendants of the former Ganzhou
Uighurs may be the Yugu in Gansu, traditionally
known as the Yellow Uighurs (with a population of ap-
proximately 39,000 people in the Autonomous Sunan
Yugu Prefecture in 1997).

Rule by the Kara Khitan and the Mongols

The Uighur kingdom of Ganzhou was absorbed by
the Tangut people (herdsmen from the Ordos desert
area of northern China) into their Xi Xia kingdom in
1028. The West Uighur kingdom fell under the con-
trol of the Kara Khitan in the 1130s. In 1209, unable
to bear the tyranny of the local Kara Khitan magis-
trate, the king of the Uighurs had him killed. He was
no doubt emboldened by the promise of protection
from a new and more powerful overlord: Genghis
Khan. The king surrendered the West Uighur king-
dom to Genghis Khan in the same year; it survived as
a Mongol vassal state until 1284. The Uighurs were
originally supposed to provide military service for the
Mongol empire but ended up occupying higher posi-
tions in various areas of the government.

A succession dispute among the Mongol khans
turned the Uighur lands into a battlefield at the end
of the thirteenth century, and by the early fourteenth
century the castle towns in the Turfan basin were dev-
astated by war. The Uighur royal family and their sub-
ordinates took refuge in Gansu in 1284, and the
Uighur lands came to be ruled by the descendants of
Chagatai Khan, son of Genghis Khan. When the
Kashgar Khojas, Islamic nobles, gained power in the
seventeenth and eighteenth century, Islam and Islamic
culture, for example, the Naqshbandiya order of Sufi
Islamic mystics, spread among the Uighur people.
Galdan Khan (1645-1697), leader of the Oirats of
western Mongolia, occupied the land of the Uighurs
for seventy years following an invasion in 1679. In the
first half of the eighteenth century, under Galdan’s
successors, many Uighur farmers (later called Taran-
chis) of southern Xinjiang were forcibly relocated to
the Ili Valley on the northern border.

Rule by China

In 1760, the Uighur lands were conquered by mil-
itary expeditions of the Chinese Qing dynasty
(1644-1912). Approximately forty-five thousand
Uighurs moved to Semirechie in Kazakhstan in 1881.
The Uighur people in the oases around the Taklimakan
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desert came under Chinese rule when Xinjiang
Province was established there in 1884. After the
Uighur rebellion of 1931-1934, the Chinese govern-
ment at last granted the Uighurs the status of a mi-
nority people.

The Uighurs, together with China’s Kazakh minor-
ity, founded a state (the East Turkistan Republic) in
northern Xinjiang in 1944-1949, but the newly estab-
lished People’s Republic of China absorbed it in Octo-
ber of 1949. In 1955 the Chinese set up an administrative
office in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region of
China at Urumchi. About sixty thousand people, in-
cluding Uighurs and Kazakhs, emigrated to Kazakhstan
(1962). Today, there are more than 200,000 Uighurs
who are citizens of Kazakhstan.

Futen Oda
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ULAANBAATAR (2000 est. pop. 774,000).
Ulaanbaatar (also Ulan Bator, Urga, Niislel Huree),
situated at an altitude of 1,350 meters in central Mon-
golia, is the capital of the Mongolian People’s Re-
public and is the country’s largest city. Mountains,
including the prominent Bogd Uul Ridge (2,200 me-
ters), surround the city, which lies in a long valley of
the Tuul River.

The city began in 1639 as the itinerant court of an
influential Mongolian prince. Over decades it gradu-
ally became a religious and political center for the re-
gion, and in the eighteenth century the court settled
permanently on the current site of Ulaanbaatar. From
this place, the bogdo-gegen, Mongolian Buddhism’s
highest lama, exercised religious and political author-
ity across large areas of modern-day Mongolia. By
1900, as many as twenty thousand lamas were con-
ducting services at more than one hundred temples in

Ulaanbaatar in 1983, while still under Soviet rule. The high-rises on the outskirts of the city were
occupied by Russians and Eastern Europeans and contrast with the more traditional architecture of
buildings in the foreground of the photo. (DEAN CONGER/CORBIS)
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the city. In addition the city was home to six hundred
foreign firms and several thousand merchants and

craftsmen and prospered from trade between Russia
and China.

The first half of the twentieth century was a turbu-
lent time for the city. In 1911, when Outer Mongolia
declared independence from China, the city was re-
named Niislel Huree ("national capital"). During the
following decade, it was variously occupied by Chinese
and White Russian troops, and in 1921 a Mongolian
militia commanded by Damdiny Suhbaatar captured
the city with the aid of the Soviet Red Army. In 1924
leaders of the country’s Communist revolution re-
named the town Ulaanbaatar, which means "red hero."
With Soviet aid, the city built museums, theaters, and
several institutions of higher learning, including the
National University of Mongolia. To accommodate
the fast-growing population, block apartments replaced
the traditional Mongolian ger (felt tent) and public
transportation replaced horses. In 2000 the city pro-
duced more than 50 percent of the country’s industrial
output. Its architecture is an eclectic combination of
Soviet-style block apartments, neoclassical public
buildings, Tibetan Buddhist temples, and traditional
gers. The Trans-Mongolian Railway and an interna-
tional airport connect the capital to both Beijing and
Moscow, and it is the political, cultural, and social cen-
ter of the Mongolian People’s Republic.

Daniel Hruschka

Further Reading
Bawden, Charles R. (1968) The Modern History of Mongolia.
London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson.

ULCHI MUNDOK (flourished 589-618), gen-
eral of the Korean kingdom of Koguryo (37 BCE-668
CE). Ulchi Mundok was the hero of the Koguryo re-
pulsion of the Sui Chinese invasion of 612. He is
known, however, largely from one short passage in
Kim Pu-shik’s (1075-1151) Samguk sagi (History of
the Three Kingdoms), which discusses his cunning de-
feat of the larger Chinese force. He lured the battle-
weary Sui invaders deep into Koguryo territory by
feigning defeat in several small skirmishes and send-
ing a poem taunting the Chinese commander. He then
trapped and slaughtered the Chinese troops at the Sal
River (now Ch’ongch’on) and harassed them all the
way back to Liaodong. Winning this great victory
saved Koguryo from Chinese conquest. The poem and
the Chinese version of story, from which Kim Pu-

shik’s account derives, are preserved in Wei Zheng’s
(580-643) Sui shu (History of the Sui).
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Ulchi Mundok did not become a Korean national
hero until the modern era. Traditionally, that honor was
accorded to the Shilla kingdom’s General Kim Yu-shin
(595-673), an important figure in the unification of the
Three Korean kingdoms (Koguryo, Shilla, and Paekche)
in the 660s. However, nationalist historians have more
recently argued that Ulchi Mundok was the real mili-
tary hero of the period, because he protected Koguryo’s
ancient possessions in Manchuria and preserved Korea’s
political and cultural independence by not forming an
alliance with Tang China as the Shilla leaders did. Be-
cause many present-day Koreans see Korea’s historical
and cultural roots in Koguryo, Ulchi Mundok has be-
come a symbol of the Korean national spirit.

Richard D. McBride 11

Further Reading

Lee, Peter H., trans. (1993) “Ulchi Mundék” (from Kim Pu-
shik’s Samguk sagi [History of the Three Kingdoms]). In
Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, 1: From Early Times to
the Sixteenth Century, edited by Peter H. Lee. New York:
Columbia University Press, 37-38.

UMAR, TEUKU  (1854-1898), Acehnese war
leader. Born in Meulaboh, Aceh, on the island of
Sumatra, Indonesia, Teuku Umar (Teuku Oema) first
rose to prominence as a military leader on the west-
ern coast of Aceh during the long military struggle
against the Netherlands’s annexation of the sultanate
in 1874. In 1883 he was lured away from the resis-
tance by Dutch promises of money and weapons as
part of a policy to create a coalition of pro-Dutch
Acehnese forces but deserted them in 1884. He re-
joined the Dutch in 1893 and deserted them again in
1896, taking many of their weapons and resuming the
armed struggle against them. His action strengthened
those among the Dutch arguing for more forceful ac-
tion in Aceh. In 1898 Colonel J. B. van Heutsz was
appointed head of the Dutch civil and military forces
with the task of subjugating the region. Van Heutsz’s
wide-ranging military operations included an ambush
at Meulaboh in which Umar was killed.

Although Umar is officially regarded as a hero of
the anticolonial resistance, his willingness to collabo-
rate with the Dutch presaged their successful strategy
of co-opting uleebalang (war leaders) as allies against
more radically anticolonial Muslim leaders.

Robert Cribb
Further Reading
Reid, Anthony. (1969) The Contest for North Sumatra: Atjeb,

the Netherlands, and Britain 1858-1898. London: Oxford
University Press.
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UNGPHAKORN PUEY (1916-1999), Thai gov-
ernment official, economist, educator. Ungphakorn
Puey was known as an honest government official, an
economist and educator, a strong promoter of rural de-
velopment, and an advocate for democracy in Thailand
through nonviolent means. Born into a Sino-Thai fam-
ily, he finished high school at Assumption College in
1933 and received his B.A. from the University of Moral
and Political Sciences (Thammasat University) in 1937.

The Japanese occupation of Thailand in 1944
prompted Ungphakorn Puey to volunteer to work with
the British Army Pioneer Corps. His main task was to
contact leaders of the underground "Free-Thai" move-
ment, and he risked his life by parachuting into Thai-
land, where he was nearly executed by the Thai police.

Puey received his Ph.D. from the London School
of Economics in 1989, graduating with First Class
honors, and began his career as an economist and se-
nior government official. He held the post of gover-
nor of the Bank of Thailand from 1959 to 1971. While
governor, he succeeded in keeping the bank largely
free of political influence and thus enabled it to have
a sound monetary policy. This allowed Thailand to
avoid serious inflation and kept the Thai currency re-
markably stable.

In 1964, he offered his resignation as bank gover-
nor to become dean of the Faculty of Economics at
Thammasat University. A compromise was reached
among bank and university officials, and he was al-
lowed to keep both positions. His deanship at Tham-
masat University was from 1964 to 1972.

In 1972, continuing actions against democracy on
the part of the military regime prompted Dr. Puey to
write an open letter from Cambridge University,
where he was a visiting fellow, to protest against the
prime minister, General Kittikhachorn Thanom. The
letter, together with a growing protest movement, led
to the student uprising of 14 October 1973, and a brief
period of freedom and democracy was instituted in
Thailand from 14 October 1973 to 6 October 1976.
Ungphakorn Puey returned to Thailand and was
elected rector of Thammasat University in 1975.

The military regime returned to power on 6 Octo-
ber 1976, and Dr. Puey, because of his personal con-
victions, was forced into self-exile in England with his
English wife, Margaret Smith. He continued with var-
ious nonviolent activities against the military regimes
in Thailand until his death in London at the age of
eighty-three, two years after Thailand’s democratic
constitution of 1997 was proclaimed.

Apichai Puntasen
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Kunatiranont, Thiti, ed. (2000) A Siamese for All Seasons: Col-
lected Articles by and about Puey Ungphakorn. 5th ed.
Bangkok: Kamol Keemthong Foundation.

UNIFICATION CHURCH  Tongil-kyo (tongil
is the Korean word for "unification"; kyo is Korean for
"church": thus literally "Unification Church") is the
most prominent of Korea’s new religions that have
Christian origins. Once formally known as the Holy
Spirit Association for the Unification of World Chris-
tianity, in 1997 the full name of what is still popularly
known as the Unification Church was changed to the
Family Federation for World Peace and Unification in
order to embrace all religions rather than focusing
solely on Christianity. The Unification Church was
founded in 1954 by Sun Myong Moon (b. 1920), an
itinerant Christian preacher who had been imprisoned
by Communist authorities in North Korea. Moon
moved to South Korea when his prison was liberated
during the Korean War. Soon afterwards, in 1954, he
established the Unification Church in Seoul and began
preaching a revision of traditional Christian theology
based on revelations Moon proclaimed he had received.

According to Divine Principle, the record of those
revelations, Adam and Eve were to be the true parents
of mankind. However, Satan seduced Eve, ensuring
that she and Adam would not be the sinless progeni-
tors needed to ensure that human beings live in har-
mony with God’s will. God later sent his only son Jesus
to earth in another attempt to establish a sinless lin-
eage and erect a heavenly kingdom on earth. How-
ever, humanity rejected Jesus, crucifying him before
he could marry and father children. In the twentieth
century, God allowed a man to be born without sin in
order to complete the mission the savior Jesus had be-
gun. That messiah would save the rest of humanity
from Satan by marrying a woman equally sinless in or-
der that human beings may finally have true parents
who can restore them to the family of God.

In 1992, Moon and his wife Hak Ja Han, whom he
had married in 1960, announced publicly that they are
those true parents, and that under their stewardship
humanity had left behind the New Testament age and
embarked upon a new age in human history, the Com-
pleted Testament Era. Every year Unificationists cel-
ebrate the Moon’s wedding anniversary as Parents
Day, the date on which humanity began the return to
the state of grace that prevailed before Eve’s trans-
gression with Satan.

Though the Unification Church is Korean in ori-
gin, it is no longer primarily a Korean church. Moon
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moved to the United States in 1971. Even though a
U.S. federal court convicted him of tax evasion in 1982,
and he served thirteen months in prison on that charge,
he continues to lead the Unification Church from its
American headquarters in New York State. In 1999,
church officials said that only 220,000 of a claimed 4.5
million members worldwide resided in Korea.

Don Baker

Further Reading

Chryssides, George D. (1991) The Advent of Sun Myong
Moon: The Origins, Beliefs and Practices of the Unification
Church. London: Macmillan.

Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Chris-
tianity. (1973) Divine Principle. New York: HSA-UWC.

Sherwood, Carlton. (1991) Inguisition: The Persecution and
Prosecution of the Reverend Sun Myung Moon. Washington,
DC: Regnery Gateway.

UNIFIED SHILLA KINGDOM On the Ko-
rean Peninsula, the Shilla kingdom (57 BCE-935 CE),
with the Tang dynasty (618-907 CE) of China as its
ally, was able to overpower the Paekche kingdom (18
BCE-663 CE) and then the Koguryo kingdom (37
BCE-668 CE) in the 660s. It soon became apparent,
though, that Tang China had it eyes on this conquered
territory for itself and did not recognize the Shilla
kingdom’s claim to the territory south of the Taedong
River, south of Pyongyang (in present-day North Ko-
rea), until 676. This excluded much of the former
Koguryo territory, and it was to this territory that
many Koguryo people migrated and set up the Parhae
kingdom (698-926 CE). The Shilla kingdom was thus
able to unify most of the Korean Peninsula under its
rule but less than half of the land ruled during the
Three Kingdoms period of China (220-265 CE).

KOREAN KINGDOMS
AND DYNASTIES

Koguryo kingdom (37 BCE-668 CE)
Paekche kingdom (18 BCE —663 CE)

Shilla kingdom (57 BCE —-935 CE)

Unified Shilla (668-935 CE)

Koryo kingdom (dynasty) (918-1392)
Choson dynasty or Yi dynasty (1392-1910)
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"The Unified Shilla kingdom (668—935 CE) reached
its peak in the middle of the eighth century. With Bud-
dhism already the state religion, the Unified Shilla
kingdom attempted to establish the ideal Buddhist na-
tion. To this end, splendid Buddhist temples and
shrines were constructed. The most noted of these are
the Pulguk Temple and Sokkuram Grotto, both lo-
cated near the Shilla capital, present-day Kyongju. Ex-
tensive woodblock printing of Buddhist scriptures was
also undertaken. These included the recently discov-
ered imprint of the Dharani Sutra, probably printed
in the first half of the eighth century. Overall, the arts
and sciences flourished.

After unifying the peninsula, the Unified Shilla
kingdom reorganized its administration after that of
neighboring China and developed a complex bureau-
cracy. Most important, there was a growing authori-
tarianism in the power exercised by the king, which
increased to the extent that opposition to the throne
was virtually eliminated. The power of the throne was
evidenced by changes in military organization. Mem-
bers of the nation’s ten garrisons and national army
took oaths of loyalty to the throne and were under the
king’s direct authority. The Unified Shilla kingdom
enjoyed an era of peace with Tang China. In return
for being allowed to remain independent of the Tang
in internal affairs, the Unified Shilla kingdom sent pe-
riodic tribute to the Tang emperor and recognized
China’s authority in Asian affairs.

As the nobility indulged in easy, luxurious lives, Bud-
dhism as the state religion began to decline in the latter
part of the eighth century. A new sect, Son (Zen), be-
gan to establish itself in remote mountainous areas. Cor-
ruption in the bureaucracy and factional strife in the
government became rampant. Rulers became increas-
ingly weak and immoral, and aristocrats abused their
power. The situation deteriorated to one of near anar-
chy, leading to peasant revolts. Leaders of these revolts
created rival states—the Later Paekche kingdom
(892-936) and the Later Koguryo kingdom (901-918)—
backed by strong armies. The Unified Shilla kingdom
shrank to its preunification size. The Later Koguryo
kingdom, renamed Koryo, gained control of the central
part of the peninsula, and the Unified Shilla kingdom,
being too weak to resist, handed over power to the Ko-
ryo kingdom. In 936, after fierce military resistance, the
Koryo kingdom (918-1392) defeated the Later Paekche
kingdom to reunify the Korean Peninsula.

David E. Shaffer

Further Reading
Eckert, Carter J., Ki-baik Lee, Young Ick Lew, Michael
Robinson, and Edward W. Wagner. (1990) Korea Old and
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UNION SOLIDARITY AND DEVELOP-
MENT ASSOCIATION-MYANMAR Inthe
absence of a political party popular among the masses,
Myanmar’s State Law and Order Restoration Coun-
cil (SLORC) founded the Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association (USDA) on 15 September 1993
as a mass movement to help unite Myanmar (Burma)
under its sovereignty. Organized at all levels, from
State and Division to village tract level, the SLORC
declared the following five formal objectives: (a) non-
disintegration of the union, (b) non-disintegration of
the unity of the national races, (c) perpetuation of na-
tional sovereignty, (d) uplift of national prestige and
patriotism, and (e) the emergence of a developed,
peaceful, and modern state. Membership in the USDA
affords promotion and special privileges, but also com-
pels participation in denunciation of perceived threats,
including against the National League for Democracy
(NLD) and democratically elected political parties and
their leaders. Though a membership in the millions is
proclaimed by the authorities, the fact that it is con-
ceived entirely as an instrument of state, and pressures
people to join with intimidation, means that this or-
ganization is unlikely to play an enduring role if, and
when, political reforms are initiated.

Gustaaf Houtman

Further Reading

Steinberg, David 1. (2001) Burma: The State of Myanmar.
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press.

. (1997) "The Union Solidarity and Development As-

sociation: Mobilization and Orthodoxy in Myanmar."

Burma Debate 4, 1: 4-11.

UNITED FRONT STRATEGY The United
Front strategy grew from the belief of the Soviet Com-
intern, or international organization of Communist par-
ties, that Communist groups in nations subject to
foreign subjugation should form a united front with na-
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tionalists to gain their liberation before beginning their
socialist revolutions. "Hostile classes," Lenin believed,
"are united by a common interest in opposing foreign
exploitation” (Schram 1969: 134). The strategy was first
used in China and, after a successful start there, was also
attempted in Korea. In the end, both attempts were un-
successful, and the societal divisions that emerged re-
main in the divided Korean Peninsula and in the
politically divided governments of China and Taiwan.

In China, until the Communist purge in 1927, the
union of the Communists and Guomindang (Chinese
Nationalist Party) led to the formation of a govern-
ment with Communist participation; one Russian ad-
viser even observed that members of the right-wing
Guomindang were moving toward the left. This ob-
servation was premature with the brutal purge of the
Communists by Chiang Kai-shek’s (1887-1975) na-
tionalist group, ending any hope of a strong united
front to challenge Japanese imperialism in China.

In Korea, the United Front strategy was meant to
create "a broad national revolutionary front that in-
cluded handicraftsmen, the intelligentsia, and the
petty and middle bourgeoisie along with the workers
and peasants” (Scalapino and Lee 1972: 95). The struc-
ture for this front was the Korean National Party
(KCP), formed in early 1926. This party was orga-
nized by Korean Communists in an attempt to form
an alliance with Korean nationalists and thus placed
Korean Communist Party members at its core. This
attempt was weakened by the roundup of many KCP
leaders by the Japanese after the funeral of former Em-
peror Sunjong in June 1926.

"The formation of the Singanhoe (New Korean So-
ciety) in 1927 marked Korea’s best opportunity to
unify rival factions. The society, which accommodated
a variety of groups ranging from the moderate to the
radical, soon established a national network of 386
branches with more than seventy-five thousand mem-
bers. The beginning of the end of the society came in
1929 when its leaders were rounded up by Japanese
police and charged with lending support to the stu-
dent riots in Kwangju in 1929. The society’s subse-
quent move to the right caused many leftist members
to quit, leading to its demise in 1931 and ending hope
for a Korean united front against the Japanese.

These efforts by the Soviets to create united fronts
in both China and Korea failed due to the political dif-
ferences facing the leaders of the respective national-
ist and conservative parties. These differences
eventually erupted into civil wars in both nations, deep-
ening divisions that persist in the twenty-first century.

Mark E. Caprio
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UNITED NATIONS Created in 1945 from the
ashes of the failed League of Nations (1920-1946), the
United Nations (U.N.) is an international organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting world peace and cooper-
ation. Although some Asian countries, including
Afghanistan, China, India, Thailand, and Japan (until
1935), were members of the League of Nations, the
league focused on European problems rather than on
Asia; by contrast much work of the United Nations
has centered on Asia, where most of the world’s pop-
ulation lives.

Political Foundations

When the United Nations Charter took effect on
24 October 1945, China was a permanent member of
the Security Council; the only other Asian members
of the organization were India, the Philippines, and
Thailand; Afghanistan joined in 1946. Japan was not
allowed to join until 1956, after the peace treaty of
1951 ended the Allied Occupation.

As decolonization proceeded in Asia, most coun-
tries in the region were admitted to membership, but
with some anomalies. When members of the govern-
ment of the Republic of China (ROC) fled to the is-
land of Taiwan in 1949 in the wake of the Communist
revolution that established the People’s Republic of
China (PRC), the ROC continued to occupy the
U.N.’s China seat. Upset over the establishment of
Malaysia from territories contiguous with Indonesia,
President Achmed Sukarno (1901-1970) withdrew his
country from the U.N. in 1965, but Indonesia rejoined
in 1966 when Sukarno was overthrown. In 1971, the
General Assembly voted to have the PRC replace the
ROC. North Korea and South Korea were not ad-
mitted until 1991. In 1992 former Soviet republics in
Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) became the latest
Asian countries to join. East Timor is expected to be
the next Asian member.

After the United Nations was instituted in 1945,
the world was engulfed in two major struggles: decol-

28

onization and the Cold War. While the struggle for
decolonization united Asian countries, the Cold War,
a conflict between Western nations and Communist
states allied with the Soviet Union, shattered Asian
solidarity. Revolutions brought Communist regimes
to power in China, North Korea, and North Vietnam,
while anti-Communist Asian states forged alliances

with the United States.

When the Cold War conflict became heated in
1961, U. Thant (1909-1974) of neutral Burma (now
Myanmar) became the first secretary-general named

to the United Nations from outside Europe; he served
until 1971.

U.N. Interventions in Asia

After 1946 many countries in transition from colo-
nialism experienced conflicts, and the U.N. often in-
tervened to help restore stability. India and Pakistan
became independent in 1947, and cross-border violence
erupted. The U.N. Commission for India and Pakistan
was dispatched in 1948 to investigate and mediate; when
the countries agreed to a cease-fire line in Kashmir in
1949, the U.N. Military Observer Group in India and
Pakistan (Unmogip) was established to monitor the
peace. Unmogip continues to function today.

The U.N. Temporary Commission on Korea was
set up in 1947. Assigned to monitor the 1948 election
in South Korea, the body continued in 1949 as the
U.N. Commission on Korea. In 1950, while the So-
viet Union was boycotting the U.N., war broke out
between North Korea and South Korea. The Security
Council authorized a U.N. Command (UNC) to help
South Korea stop the aggression. The United States
coordinated the UNC, with General Douglas
MacArthur (1880-1964) commanding until 1951,
when General Matthew B. Ridgway (1895-1993) took
over. Troops from sixteen countries, including the
Philippines and Thailand, fought until a cease-fire was
declared in 1953; six countries, including India, sent
medical units. T'o monitor the cease-fire, the UNC
Military Armistice Commission was established. Be-
cause North Korea withdrew in 1994, only informal
Commission meetings have been held.

Subsequently the U.N.’s operations in Asia have in-
cluded actions involving Irian Jaya (former West New
Guinea) (1962-1963), the India-Pakistan War (1965-
1966), plebiscites in Sabah and Sarawak in Malaysia
(1965), the war in Afghanistan (1988-1990), Cambodian
refugees in Thailand (1982-1992), Cambodian elections
(1991-1992), the Tajikistan civil war (1994-2000), and
East Timor (1999-).
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"The following resolution regarding the United
Nations was passed at a session of the All-India
Congress, held in Delhi, 18-19 October 1951. It
outlines the hopes of India for an international or-
ganization that could serve as an effective forum
for peace.

The United Nations Organization was formed
to provide a common platform for all coun-
tries, even though they differed from each
other in many ways, and was based on each
country having freedom to develop in its own
way and not interfering with another. If that
basic policy of the U.N.O. is followed, the fear
that grips the world today will gradually lessen
and a peaceful consideration of problems will
become easier. This Congress approves of the
policy pursued by the Government of India in
seeking friendly relations with all countries and
in avoiding any entanglement in military or
other alliances which tend to divide the world
into rival groups and thus endanger world
peace.

In particular, the Congress approved of the de-
cision of the Government of India not to par-
ticipate in the San Francisco Conference,
which was held for the purpose of signing the
Japanese Peace Treaty and instead to have a
separate treaty with Japan. Peace in the Far
East, which has been gravely disturbed by hos-
tilities in Korea and subsequent developments,
has to be based on the cooperation of the coun-

INDIA’S EARLY HOPES FOR THE UNITED NATIONS
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tries of the Far East and the other countries
chiefly concerned. Any partial arrangement
which does not include all these countries is
likely to increase the tension and lessen the
chances of a peaceful settlement.

This Congress hopes that the negotiations for
a cease fire in Korea will meet with success and
that this will be followed by a larger settlement
in the Far East.

The colossal programmes of rearmament,
which present-day conditions have led many
countries to adopt, give rise international ten-
sion and cast a heavy burden on the people of
those countries, which results in a lowering of
their standards. The progress of the under-
developed countries of the world is also im-
peded by these programmes of rearmament. If
this vast expenditure on rearmament was di-
verted towards constructive purpose and to the
advance of under-developed countries, that
would be a surer guarantee of peace than
preparations for war.

The Congress trusts that the United Nations
Organization will devote itself to the further-
ance of the aims so nobly set forth in its Char-
ter and reorganise itself for this purpose, where
this is considered necessary.

Source: Jagdish Saran Sharma. (1965) India’s
Struggle for Freedom: Select Documents and
Sources. Vol. 2. Delhi: S. Chand & Co., 190.

Economic Foundations

The polarization of the Cold War diverted atten-
tion from the poorest countries of the world. Accord-
ingly India launched a third path, which came to be
known as the Nonaligned Movement, among coun-
tries that believed that a primary agenda of the U.N.
was to alleviate world poverty.

India and the nonaligned countries of Asia and
Africa succeeded in directing the U.N.’s attention to
economic issues, and several new technical organiza-
tions took their place alongside existing specialized
U.N. agencies, such as the U.N. Development Pro-
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gram and the U.N. Industrial Development Organi-
zation. Nevertheless U.N. headquarters and the spe-
cialized agencies were in New York and Western
Europe, far from the realities of Asia.

Regionalization

In 1947 China pressed for establishment of a re-
gional economic commission for Asia. Western coun-
tries at first opposed the idea, but changed their minds
when they realized the advantages of an economic
commission for Europe. Accordingly, the Economic
Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE) was

29



UNITED NATIONS IN EAST TIMOR

established in 1947 at Shanghai, but moved in 1949 to
Bangkok. Initially the ECAFE region reached from
Iran on the west to the Soviet Union on the north and
Australia and New Zealand in the southeast. Since
1990, the region has included the nations of Central
Asia. ECAFE nations included those U.N. members
in the region as well as the colonial powers of France,
Britain, the Netherlands (until 1950), and the United
States. In 1974 ECAFE was renamed the Economic
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), as
newly decolonized countries of the South Pacific
joined the U.N. and the scope of activities grew to in-
clude social concerns.

In 1959 U. Nyun (b. 1910) of Myanmar was ap-
pointed ESCAP executive secretary. Realizing that
countries outside Asia were dominating discussions in
the organization and dealing with Cold War issues, he
formulated the principle of the Asian way, which asked
countries of the region to do most of the talking, with
decisions made by consensus rather than voting. Thus
the nonregional powers began to listen to the needs of
developing countries and funded worthwhile projects.

ESCAP focuses on development needs in commu-
nications, energy, environment, human and natural
resources, population policies, rural and urban devel-
opment, social development, statistics, trade, trans-
portation, and tourism. The mission is carried out
primarily by holding conferences that bring together
bureaucrats and experts from member countries to for-
mulate regional priorities. ESCAP then promotes pro-
jects approved by member countries. In some cases the
organization has established the framework for non-
U.N. bodies that have subsequently operated on their
own. Notable among these spin-offs are the Asian De-
velopment Bank, the Mekong River Commission, and
commodity organizations focusing on coconuts, jute,
natural rubber, pepper, silk, and tin.

In addition to ESCAP, other specialized agencies
established regional offices in Asia: the Food and Agri-
culture Organization (Bangkok) and the World Health
Organization (Manila and New Delhi). Other U.N.
agencies, particularly the U.N. Development Pro-
gram, which coordinates technical assistance projects
for specialized agencies and other aid sources have
field offices in many other Asian countries.

The Future

Asia has been a major focus of attention through-
out the history of the U.N. Politically the U.N. has
helped to keep peace, though it has not been active in
mediating between the PRC and the ROC, perhaps
Asia’s most serious conflict situation today. The U.N.
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technical agencies are expected to continue to support
economic development by helping poorer nations of
the region to upgrade the quality of goods produced
so that these nations will be more competitive in the
global marketplace.

Michael Haas
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UNITED NATIONS IN EAST TIMOR The
involvement of the United Nations (U.N.) in the con-
flict between East Timor and Indonesia, which in-
vaded and annexed East Timor after East Timor
became independent from Portugal in 1975, has taken
different forms and been of varying degrees. The
adoption of two U.N. resolutions in 1975 was decisive
in guaranteeing the East Timorese the right to self-
determination because it gave them international le-
gitimacy. After two decades of stalemate between
Indonesia and Portugal, when the U.N. was not of
much use, the fall of Indonesia’s president Suharto in
1998 opened a window of opportunity in which to
solve the East Timor question.

Background

During the Portuguese transition to democracy in
1974-1976, the Portuguese government decided to al-
low the East Timorese to exercise their right to self-
determination. Indonesia, whose territory includes
contiguous West Timor, opposed that decision and
invaded East Timor in December 1975. Portugal im-
mediately appealed to the U.N. for a ruling on the In-
donesian invasion. On 12 December 1975, the U.N.
General Assembly passed Resolution 3485, and on 22
December 1975, the U.N. Security Council adopted
Resolution 384, both demanding Indonesia’s military
withdrawal from East Timor.

From 1976 until 1982, the U.N. General Assembly
passed a new resolution each year reaffirming its ini-
tial demand. Confronted with the gradual loss of sup-
port in the U.N. voting sessions, Portugal ceased to

submit the issue of Indonesia’s invasion of East Timor
to the General Assembly after 1982.

Starting in 1983, the East Timor question was in-
stead submitted to international dispute mediation by
the secretary-general. Between 1983 and 1991, the
secretary-general was not able to find a solution to the
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question. In part, this reflected the refusal of Indone-
sia and Portugal to bow to each other’s demands: Por-
tugal wanted Indonesia to allow the East Timorese to
exercise their right to self-determination, while In-
donesia wanted Portugal to recognize its sovereignty
over East Timor. Only with the Dili Massacre in 1991,
when the Indonesian military killed dozens of East
Timorese during a funeral while foreign journalists
filmed the event, was Jakarta compelled to accept bi-
lateral negotiations with Portugal under the auspices
of the secretary-general. Between 1992 and 1996,
eight rounds of ministerial negotiations took place un-
der the auspices of the secretary-general.

The U.N. role became more significant under the
U.N.s seventh secretary-general, Kofi Annan, who
took office 1 January 1997. During the first post-
Suharto ministerial meeting between Indonesia and
Portugal under the secretary-general’s auspices, on 4-5
August 1998, it became obvious that Indonesia
was prepared to discuss granting East Timor wide-
ranging autonomy that would fall short of actual inde-
pendence. On 6-8 October, delegations of both
nations met again and discussed U.N. proposals for
autonomy. On 8-9 February 1999, Portugal and In-
donesia agreed on the overall terms for the wide-
ranging autonomy proposal, but they were unable to
agree on how to hold a popular consultation (referen-
dum). At last on 11 March Indonesia accepted a direct,
secret, and universal ballot. The tripartite agreements
were finalized on 23 April and signed on 5 May 1999.
According to the agreements, the East Timorese were
to accept or reject continued Indonesian rule with
wide-ranging autonomy. Before and after the popular
consultation, Indonesia would be responsible for main-
taining peace and security in East Timor.

United Nations Mission in East Timor

On 11 June 1999, the Security Council adopted
Resolution 1246 establishing the United Nations Mis-
sion in East Timor (UNAMET). This mission would
be responsible for organizing and conducting the pop-
ular consultation on East Timor’s future status. De-
spite two delays in conducting the ballot and repeated
episodes of violence by East Timorese militias that fa-
vored the continued tie with Indonesia, the U.N. gave
the green light for the popular consultation to be held
on 30 August 1999. On 3 September, Kofi Annan re-
ported to the Security Council that 344,580 voters
(78.5 percent of the votes cast) had rejected the spe-
cial autonomy proposal. This overwhelming defeat
triggered a scorched-earth policy by Indonesia-backed
East Timorese militia groups that had supported the
proposal. At least fifteen hundred East Timorese lost
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their lives, and the territory’s infrastructure was almost
totally destroyed.

InterFET

In the days after announcement of the ballot re-
sults, it became clear that Indonesia’s police and mil-
itary lacked the ability and will to provide peace and
security in East Timor. After several days of intense
political pressure, on 12 September 1999 Indonesia
accepted a proposal establishing in East Timor a
multinational force under U.N. authority. On 15
September, the Security Council adopted Resolution
1264 authorizing the establishment of the multina-
tional force under a unified command structure. Its
mission was to restore peace and security in East
Timor, to protect and support UNAMET, and to fa-
cilitate humanitarian operations in the territory.
There was considerable concern that International
Force East Timor (InterFET) would face military op-
position from East Timorese militia groups. This op-
position did not materialize, and InterFET easily

fulfilled its goals.

United Nations Transitional
Administration in East Timor

The next step in U.N. involvement in the East
Timor question came on 25 October 1999, when the
Security Council adopted Resolution 1272, which es-
tablished the United Nations Transitional Adminis-
tration in East Timor (UNTAET). UNTAET was
endowed with overall responsibility for the adminis-
tration of East Timor and empowered to exercise all
legislative and executive authority, including the ad-
ministration of justice. In other words, UNTAET
took responsibility for preparing East Timor for in-
dependence. This has not been a small task. Since its
establishment, it has had to provide security and main-
tain law and order; establish an effective administra-
tion; assist in the development of civil and social
services; ensure the coordination and delivery of
humanitarian assistance, rehabilitation, and develop-
ment assistance; support capacity-building for self-
government; and assist in the establishment of condi-
tions for sustainable development. Bearing this in
mind, since October 1999, the territory’s transitional
administration has introduced dozens of regulations.

On 20 May 2002, East Timor becomes an inde-
pendent state. The U.N. involvement has been im-
portant not only to guarantee that the East Timorese
could exercise their right of self-determination, but
also to create a new sovereign state. In reaching both
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goals, the U.N. has not always been as effective as it
might have been.

Paulo Gorjio

See also: Dili Massacre; East Timor-Profile
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UNITED NATIONS TRANSITIONAL AU-
THORITY IN CAMBODIA The United Na-
tions Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC)
was formed following the signing of peace agreements
by Cambodia’s four warring factions at Paris in Oc-
tober 1991. UNTAC’s primary function was to facil-
itate the creation of a neutral political environment
through which "free and fair" elections could be con-
ducted, a constituent assembly elected, a government
formed, and a new constitution promulgated. At the
time of its creation, UNTAC was the most ambitious
peacekeeping operation ever embarked upon by the
United Nations. It was composed of seven compo-
nents (civil administration, civilian police, electoral,
human rights, military, rehabilitation, and repatria-
tion), the largest being the multinational military force
of sixteen thousand soldiers under the command of the
Australian lieutenant general John Sanderson. The
UNTAC operation cost the international community
more than $2 billion.

The degree to which UNTAC succeeded contin-
ues to be debated by scholars and analysts of Cambo-
dian and international affairs. On one side are those
who claim that while it was imperfect, UNTAC de-
livered to the Cambodian people a democratically
elected coalition government and provided the cata-
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lyst to end the civil conflict that had undermined
Cambodia’s development for more than two decades.
Critics point out that by failing to disarm the warring
factions, as its mandate dictated, UNTAC failed to
provide the environment for the conduct of free and
fair elections. These critics point to UNTAC’s slow
deployment, its acquiescence to the Khmer Rouge,
and its failure to deal adequately with intimidation
of electoral candidates and their supporters as evidence
that the United Nations mission was far from
successful.

David M. Ayres
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UNITED PARTY OF MONGOLIA  The
United Party of Mongolia was officially founded in
February 1992 by Sanjaasurengiyn Zorig, the leader
of the democratic movement in Mongolia who
brought down seventy years of Communist rule in
1990. The United Party (UP) developed from a
merger of the Republican and Free Labor Parties and
a wing of the Mongolian Democratic Party (MDP) in
time to compete in the 1992 first democratic parlia-
mentary elections. The UP was officially registered
with the government on 2 April 1992. It allied itself
for the June 1992 parliamentary elections with the
MDP and Mongolian National Progress Party. Zorig
was the only candidate who won a UP seat in that vote.
In October 1992 the UP merged with three other
small democratic parties to form the present Mongo-
lian National Democratic Party (MNDP).

Alicia J. Campi
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UNITED STATES MILITARY BASES—
JAPAN  As part of the 1951 U.S.-Japan Security
Treaty and related Administrative Agreement signed
on 28 February 1952, the United States was granted
the right to establish military bases in post-peace treaty
Japan. This right continued following the revision of
the security treaty in 1960 (Article 6) and the signing
of the Status of Forces Agreement regarding the use
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of bases in Japan. In the early 2000s, there are ninety
U.S. exclusive-use facilities in Japan, including thirty-
seven in Okinawa. The main bases include Misawa,
Yokota, Yokusuka, Zama, Iwakuni, Sasebo, Kadena,
and Futenma.

In the 1950s, the United States began scaling down
its military presence in mainland Japan due to bud-
getary considerations and friction, crimes, and acci-
dents involving the bases. Several of these units were
moved to Okinawa, which was under U.S. adminis-
trative control at the time and thus were not subjected
to the same restrictions that existed in mainland Japan
under the Security Treaty. Following Okinawa’s re-
version to Japan in 1972, bases (land area) were re-
duced some 60 percent in mainland Japan, with a 15
percent reduction in Okinawa. At present, approxi-
mately 75 percent (land area) of U.S. bases in Japan
are located in Okinawa, which has led citizens in Ok-
inawa to protest the disproportionate share of bases in
their prefecture.

Robert D. Eldridge
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UNITED STATESJAPAN SECURITY
TREATY  The United States-Japan Security
Treaty, officially known as the Treaty of Mutual Co-
operation and Security Between Japan and United
States of America, was signed on 19 January 1960 and
went into effect on 23 June of that year. It replaced
the earlier Security Treaty Between Japan and the
United States, signed on 8 September 1951 in San
Francisco, two hours after the signing of the Treaty
of Peace with Japan. Due to the perception that the
1951 Security Treaty was no more than a continuing
of the Occupation by the U.S. military and gave Amer-
ica rights thought to infringe on Japanese sovereignty,
criticism within Japan grew and demands for its revi-
sion became increasingly strong. In 1957 the Japanese
government officially requested revisions to be made,
and a joint committee was established, leading to the
revised treaty of 1960, which has continued without
amendments or revisions since then. Made up of ten
articles, the new treaty obliges the United States to
defend Japan (Article 5) and Japan to provide bases to
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the United States for "contributing to the security of
Japan and the maintenance of international peace and
security in the Far East" (Article 6). A separate Status
of Forces Agreement was also signed regarding the use
of facilities in Japan to replace the earlier Administra-
tive Agreement.

Robert D. Eldridge
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UNITED WA STATE PARTY The United
Wa State Party (UWSP) is the largest of the armed
ethnic forces formed in 1989 during mass mutinies
that led to the fall of the Communist Party of Burma
(CPB). A Mon-Khmer people once feared for their
headhunting, the Wa inhabit the mountains along the
Shan State frontier with China. Few of these areas
have ever been brought under the control of any cen-
tral government.

The Wa substates became a major war zone after
1968, when the CPB launched an invasion from China.
In the next two decades, tens of thousands of Wa were
killed. Some villagers joined the CPB’s People’s Army,
others were forced to flee their homes, while still oth-
ers enlisted in rival insurgent forces. In April 1989, re-
sentment broke out into the open. Wa mutineers, led
by Kyauk Ni Lai (b. 1938), seized control of the CPB’s
headquarters at Panghsang and its well-stocked arse-
nals. Shortly afterward, the UWSP was formed and a
cease-fire agreed with the ruling State Law and Or-
der Restoration Council.

Promised a Wa autonomous region, during the
1990s the UWSP embarked on various development
programs in an area designated as Shan State Special
Region 2. Its twenty-thousand-strong army also
fought battles with the Mong Tai Army of Khun Sa
before the MTA’s demise and began settling more
than fifty thousand villagers along the Thai border,
where it was accused of financing its activities through
narcotics trafficking. Particular controversy followed
the activities of the UWSP’s southern leader in the
Mong Yawn area, Wei Hsueh-kang (an ethnic Chi-
nese), who was named by international antinarcotic or-
ganizations as a principal figure in the illicit opium and
methamphetamine trades. In response, despite wide-
spread international skepticism, in 2001 the UWSP
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pledged to make its territories narcotics-free within
five years.

Martin Smith
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UNIVERSITI BRUNEI DARUSSALAM Uni-
versiti Brunei Darussalam was established in October
1985 with an inaugural class of 176 students. It is the
only university in Brunei Darussalam. Its emergence
can be traced to a review of the sultanate’s higher ed-
ucation program in 1976. Nevertheless, it was not un-
til 1984-1985 that active planning began when Sultan
Hassanal Bolkiah called for the establishment of a local
university in the interest of national development and
nation building.

While awaiting the completion of its permanent
campus at Gadong, the university utilized a renovated
building complex on the outskirts of Bandar Seri Be-
gawan. The Ministry of Education Committee on the
Establishment of the University worked in partnership
with universities in Malaysia and the United Kingdom
to develop the curriculum and programs for a bache-
lor of arts in both English- and Malay-language
courses. Academic and administrative personnel were
recruited from Malaysia, Singapore, and the United
Kingdom. In 1989 the Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Insti-
tute of Education was added as a division, in addition
to Arts and Social Sciences, Science, Management and
Administrative Studies, Islamic Studies, and Academy
of Brunei Studies.

Universiti Brunei Darussalam has 1,500 students
and 300 faculty members and seeks to produce qual-
ity graduates who can contribute to nation building.
Applied research that is consistent with the nation’s
interests is promoted. The university also expects that
the knowledge and skills of faculty members will be
utilized to serve the wider society.

Ooi Kear Gin
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UNIVERSITI SAINS MALAYSIA  Universiti
Sains Malaysia (University of Science, Malaysia), the
second-oldest university in Malaysia, received its first
students (fifty-seven in number) on 9 June 1969. Since
then, the student population has increased to more
than 20,000, and an expanding pool of academic staff
numbered more than 1,500 for the 1999-2000 acade-
mic session. The idea for another tertiary institution
in Malaysia was discussed as early as the 1950s, but it
was another two decades before Penang University of-
ficially came into existence. The pioneer group of stu-
dents commenced studies at the Malayan Teachers’
College, Gelugor, where only the Schools of Biolog-
ical Sciences, Chemical Science, and Physics and
Mathematics were functioning then. In May 1971, the
university moved into its present premises at Minden.
In line with Malaysia’s emphasis on science education,
Penang University became the University of Science,
Malaysia (Universiti Sains Malaysia) in April 1972.

From its inception, it was organized to promote an
interdisciplinary approach. Currently the university
has more than twenty schools, including several in
non-science-based fields like humanities, manage-
ment, the arts, and education. There are also more
than twenty institutes, centers, and research units cov-
ering diverse fields, from drug research to computer-
aided translation. A branch campus at Kubang Kerian,
Kelantan state, houses the School of Medical Sciences,
while the School of Engineering is at Tronoh, Perak
state. By the mid-1990s, Universiti Sains Malaysia
emerged as the country’s largest university in terms of
academic programs, student enrollment, and infra-
structure facilities.

Ooi Keat Gin
UNIVERSITY OF INDONESIA  The Uni-
versity of Indonesia (Universitas Indonesia—UI) was

established in Jakarta on 2 February 1950, shortly af-
ter Indonesia gained its independence from the
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Netherlands. Notwithstanding its legacy as a colonial
education institution of higher learning, the UI also
tulfills the need for a national institute of higher edu-
cation in a newly independent state.

Four of the university’s five original campuses at Bo-
gor, Bandung, Surabaya, and Makassar have become in-
dependent universities. The Ul teachers’ training and
education center in Jakarta, established in 1962, became
the Institute for Teachers’ Training and Education (In-
stitut Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan), and more re-
cently Universitas Jakarta. Ul now has two campuses
and prides itself on a progressive curriculum that is re-
sponsive to the needs of a developing country.

As a national university, Ul is under the jurisdic-
tion of the Ministry of National Education. The uni-
versity employs over three thousand faculty members
and enrolls around 40,000 students. Its faculties in-
clude medicine, dentistry, mathematics and natural
sciences, law, social sciences, political science, eco-
nomics, letters, psychology, public health, computer
science, and nursing. It has a graduate program and a
polytechnic. Recognized as a leading Indonesian uni-
versity, Ul celebrated its golden anniversary in the
year 2000.

Andi Faisal Bakti

UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA Situated on the
southwest outskirts of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, the
750-acre University of Malaya (UM) campus is the
premier university in the country. The university came
into being in 1949 as a result of the merger of two
older educational institutions based in Singapore:
King Edward VII (founded in 1905 for medicine) and
Raffles College (founded in 1928 for education).

The merger had been proposed ten years earlier by
the MacLean commission. With political indepen-
dence from Britain imminent, and as a result of the
Aitken commission, a branch of the university was set
up in Kuala Lumpur. In 1962, legislative changes to
the constitution saw the installation of the first
Malaysian chancellor, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra al-
Haj (1903-1990), also the first prime minister of the
country. The Singapore branch became the National
University of Singapore in 1965.

The early 1970s were tumultuous years for the uni-
versity. The charged political climate saw the enact-
ment of the Universities and University Colleges Act
(Amended) in 1975, which sought to stifle student ac-
tivism. The university also assumed an important role
in the government’s restructuring programs of the new
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economic policy. A differential ethnic quota system for
entry was implemented in an attempt to remedy the
economic and ethnic imbalance between Malays and
Chinese in the country, and the medium of instruc-
tion changed from English to Malay.

In early 1997, UM was corporatized. Currently, it
has eleven faculties, two academies, an Institute of
Postgraduate Studies and Research, and a University
Hospital. The university motto is Ilmu Punca Kema-
juan ("Knowledge is the key to success").

Yeoh, Seng-Guan

UNTOUCHABILITY Untouchability is an In-
dian phenomenon based on degrees of pollution and
purity probably unrelated to race. Sometime around
the fifth century CE castes evolved that were ranked
below the fourfold varna (caste) system of Brahman
(priest), Kshatriya (warrior and king), Vaishya (mer-
chant), and Sudra (laborer or craftsman). In earlier
texts the term chandala referred to the attendants of
the burning ghats, who were despised as unclean be-
cause they handled the dead. The range of castes who
work with leather or rope, clean night soil, play drums,
or attend death sites developed later. Specific names
indicate specific, large untouchable castes. Bhangis or
valmikis are scavengers; camars or chamarkars work
with leather; pariahs were traditional drummers; and

An elderly "untouchable” man and children in Mysore, India,
in 1929. (E. O. HOPPE/CORBIS)
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scribed below.

RITUAL IMPURITY AND UNTOUCHABILITY

The segregation and low status experienced by untouchable castes in India is
based on the notion of ritual impurity. Because they work with polluting ma-
terials and perform polluting work, they must keep apart from the higher castes,
as is the case with the Nadars and other untouchable castes in South India de-

The Nadars were defiled by their ritually impure calling as toddy-
tappers. They were forbidden entry into Hindu temples, and their
use of public wells was strictly prohibited. Although the Nadars,
unlike the Pallan and Paraiyan untouchables, had access to the
streets of the Brahmin quarter, the agraharam, they did share with
them the prohibitions of spatial distance. As a "half-polluting”
caste, in villages where they numbered only a small minority the
Nadars lived in separate habitations just outside the main village,
though not in so remote a site as the untouchables’ cheri. As their
middling position was spatially represented in the location of their
house sites, so the Nadars were, by traditions, forbidden to ap-
proach nearer than a specified number of paces to a man of higher
caste, though they might come closer than the Paraiyan or Pallan.

Source: Robert L. Hardgrave, Jr. (1969) The Nadars of
Tamilnadu: The Political Culture of a Community in Change.
Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 22

mabars were all-around servants of the village. Ap-
proximately 12 percent of the population of India
belong to one of the Scheduled Castes (former un-
touchables), and over four hundred such castes exist,
each usually limited to one language area.

Names Denoting Untouchability

The titles of untouchables as a group indicate the
history of the phenomenon. Avarna (without caste) was
a traditional name. In a speech in 1908 the maharaja
Sayajirao (1875-1939) of Broda, India, was the first to
use the term "untouchable” in this context. The phrase
"depressed classes" came into use when reform began
in the early part of the twentieth century. Mohandas
K. Gandhi (1869-1948) coined the word "harijan"(peo-
ple of god) in the early 1930s to indicate his concern,
but Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (1891-1956) a muabar
and the chief organizer of untouchables, rejected that
term as patronizing and unrealistic. "Scheduled Castes"
came into use in 1935, when the government of India
created a schedule or list to indicate which castes were
eligible for benefits and for reserved places in parlia-
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mentary bodies. "Dalit"(downtrodden, ground down),
a proud term indicating that external oppression rather
than any polluting quality is responsible for the infe-
rior status of untouchables, has gained currency since
1970. Some cultural developments have incorporated
the term, such as the Dalit Panthers, a militant group
in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, and Dalit literature,
a burgeoning field of poetry, prose, and drama. The
use of the term "Dalit" usually suggests a politically
awakened group of untouchables or writing by others
that recognizes that awakening. "Harijan" remains in
use, especially among Gandhians and some groups of
rural untouchables in the south of India. The nine-
teenth-century word "outcaste" is inaccurate, since un-
touchables are within castes even though they are
outside the classical Hindu varna system.

Discrimination and Political Activism

Restrictions on untouchables have included exclu-
sion from Hindu temples, homes, and Brahman ritu-
als; prohibitions against using the village well or
studying in the village school; and a prohibition against
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touching any Hindu or any material or food that could
convey the untouchables’ supposed pollution. In some
areas untouchables could not own land, although in
other areas some castes held some land as part of their
village contract. They were generally confined to tra-
ditional occupations and agricultural labor.

The first voices of untouchables came from the
bhakti (devotional religion) movement, which brought
Nandanar of the Tamil Vaishnava movement into a
circle of saints in the seventh century CE and Tirupan
Alvar into the Shaivite legends of piety a little later.
Cokhamela, of the Marathi-speaking area, and his en-
tire family are featured in hundreds of songs per-
formed by the devotees of the god Vithoba in
Maharashtra. Their fourteenth-century voices contain
notes of distress and protest as well as joyous devo-
tion. In the fifteenth century Ravidas, who lived in the
Hindi-speaking area of the north, told of his low-
status leather work as well as his faith. The British
brought some change in terms of servant positions in
British homes, recruitment into the army, and later
new kinds of work on the railways, in the mills, and
on the docks. Social reform, however, did not begin
until the end of the nineteenth century. When army
recruitment stopped and pensioned soldiers pleaded
for readmission, efforts at education and social bet-
terment were made within the untouchable mabar
caste itself and among such high-caste Hindu religious
reform groups as the Brahmo Samaj in Bengal, the
Arya Samaj in the Punjab and the United Provinces
(now Uttar Pradesh), and the Depressed Classes Mis-
sion in the former province of Bombay. A Buddhist
movement among untouchables in Tamil Nadu in
south India became an awakening force, and begin-
ning with Ambedkar in 1956, conversion was wide-
spread.

A number of untouchable leaders appeared in the
second quarter of the twentieth century, and Ambed-
kar was chief among them. His voice for political rep-
resentation in all government institutions, educational
opportunities, and a general awakening initiated mas-
sive changes. India reserves places for Scheduled
Castes in all elected bodies, in government institu-
tions, in educational institutions, and on the teaching
staffs of colleges and universities run by the govern-
ment. Among the important untouchable political par-
ties is the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP or the party of
the majority) founded by Kanshi Ram(b. 1934), an un-
touchable Sikh from the Punjab. With Mayavati (b.
1956), a camar woman, as its chief voice, that party is
very powerful in Uttar Pradesh. The Republican Party
tounded by Ambedkar just before his death in 1956
holds some power on the local level in Maharashtra
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and a few state and national seats when it combines
with other political parties. Tamil Nadu also has a
strong political movement. As untouchables become
politically and socially active, however, they frequently
face violence. A report by Human Rights Watch in
1999 entitled Broken People indicates that acts of rape,
arson, and murder committed against untouchables
have increased since independence. If one Dalit over-
steps what is expected, runs off with a caste Hindu girl,
or challenges higher castes economically, the entire
Dalit section of the village may suffer revenge. An-
other persistent show of anger at Dalit actions is at-
tacking the ubiquitous statues of Ambedkar found
everywhere in untouchable quarters and, in recogni-
tion of his importance, in city centers. Nevertheless,
the progress among Dalits in some areas is remark-
able, and because of the reservation system, a sizable
literate middle class has emerged.

Eleanor Zelliot

See also: Caste
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UPANISHADS The Upanishads constitute the
fourth and final stratum of the corpus of Vedic litera-
ture (early Hindu sacred writings), traditionally held to
be shruti, or the revealed and eternal divine word. The
Upanishads are chiefly concerned with metaphysical
speculations about the nature of reality and the destiny
of the human soul. The term is normally understood
to mean a dozen or so esoteric and speculative texts, in
prose and in verse, that are associated with the four
great Vedic textual traditions or schools and are
thought to date, in the main, from the sixth century
BCE to perhaps the first centuries CE. These texts come
chronologically at the end of the Vedic corpus and they
represent, broadly speaking, the culmination of the de-
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velopment of Vedic thought from a relatively straight-
forward ritualism to an interiorization of the ritual and
speculation on the underlying principle of the cosmos.
For these reasons they are sometimes referred to col-
lectively as the Vedanta or end (anta) of the Veda. The
term Upanishad is, like many words in the later Vedic
texts, subject to a variety of etymological interpreta-
tions. However, scholars generally understand it to de-
rive from a verbal root meaning "to sit down near” and
to convey the sense of disciples seating themselves at
the feet of a master to imbibe the esoteric doctrines
that characterize these texts.

Such is the power and influence of these and other
Vedic texts that (like the name Veda itself) the term
Upanishad has been extended to a variety of post-
Vedic texts such as the Sannyasa Upanishads, which
lay down the rules of conduct for religious renun-
ciants, while other important religious texts such as
the Bhagavad Gita are sometimes also considered to
be Upanishads.

The original Upanishads vary in length and are di-
verse in character, consisting of a variety of materials
including dialogues of a spiritual or metaphysical char-
acter, genealogies of spiritual teachers and disciples,
narratives involving gods, demons, men, and, in some
cases talking animals, and rituals and spells for the ac-
quisition of power, long life, wealth, sex, and progeny.

Atmavada Doctrine in the Upanishads

Deriving as they do from the various Vedic schools,
each with their particular interests and preserving a
broad diachronic spectrum of legendary, ritual, philo-
sophical, theological, physiological, and psychological
materials, the Upanishads do not put forward a single,
consistent set of principles or doctrines.

Nonetheless, the single most dominant and most
frequently articulated philosophical focus of the Up-
anishads is the so-called Atmavada or Brahmavada, the
doctrine of the universal world Self or Soul. Simply
stated, this doctrine holds that there exists only one,
single, limitless, irreducible, and unchanging real en-
tity. This is called the Atman, or Self, the Paramat-
man, or Supreme Self, or Brahman. This entity which
is pure existence (s4¢), pure consciousness (ci¢) and pure
bliss (ananda) is the innermost essence of all things.
Indeed the apparent diversity of the universe and in-
deed the real existence of any of its apparent con-
stituents is illusory and arises as a result of a kind of
cosmic illusion (7zaya) and is perpetuated by our ig-
norance (avidya, ajnana) of the true nature of things.
True knowledge (vidya, jnana) consists in the profound
inner realization that all apparent individuation, in-
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cluding the all but universal perception that we are
separate autonomous entities, is false. This realization
is in effect a profound inner understanding of the es-
oteric correspondences that link the Vedic ritual, the
human body,and the phenomenal universe. It is to be
accomplished through the cultivation of detachment
from the world of the senses. In this the Atmavada is
similar, although far from identical, to many of the
early brahmanical and nonbrahmanical religious sys-
tems of early India.

This rigorously nondualist philosophy forms the
underlying principle around which was developed the
major philosophical school of Advaita (nondual)
Vedanta most closely associated with its greatest ex-
ponent Sankaracarya (c. 788-820 CE), among whose
most seminal works is his magisterial Upanishadb-
bashya, or collection of commentaries on the principal
Upanishads. This school, although it is just one of
many different religious and philosophical schools to
have been developed in ancient India, has often come
to be seen and represented in more modern times as
the dominant and most characteristic, if not the only
strand of Indian philosophy. This attitude has en-
hanced the prestige of the Upanishads as the founda-
tional scripture of Hinduism.

Although the Upanishads constitute a diverse body
of often obscure and highly esoteric late Vedic belief
and speculation, they have come, by virtue of their
promulgation of the important doctrine of the Atman
and its realization as the unique path of spiritual lib-
eration, to be canonized as one of the principal fonts
of Hindu thought and practice.

Robert P. Goldman
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URALIC LANGUAGES The Uralic languages,
including both the Finno-Ugrian and the Samoyedic
groups, constitute a large family of languages of Eu-
rope and Northern Eurasia. Finno-Ugrian languages
are spoken mostly in Europe; three of them, Finnish,
Estonian, and Hungarian, are major literary and na-
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tional languages of independent states. All other
Finno-Ugrian languages are spoken by people in Rus-
sia. Mari (or Cheremis), Mordvin, Udmurt (or Vo-
tiak), and Komi (or Zyryene) are spoken by numerous
peoples who live between the river Volga and the Ural
Mountains.

The closest relatives of Hungarian, however, the
Ob’-Ugrian languages, are spoken in the Asiatic part
of Russia, east of the Ural Mountains, in the basin of
the river Ob’. The two languages of this group are
Khanty (or Ostiak) and Mansi (or Vogul). Nowadays
Khanty is spoken by about 13,000 people; Mansi has
approximately 3,000 speakers. Khanty and Mansi are
the titular nationalities of the semiautonomous Na-
tional Territory of the Khanty and Mansi, which forms
part of the Tiumen’skaia Oblast’ (province) of West-
ern Siberia.

All Samoyedic languages are spoken by people liv-
ing in Siberia. This group is commonly subdivided
into a Northern and a Southern subgroup. Northern
Samoyedic languages are Nganasan (Tawgy-
Samoyed), spoken by around 1,000 members of the
northernmost nationality of Russia, in fact of all of
Asia, on the Taymyr Peninsula; Nenets (Yurak-
Samoyed) has around 30,000 speakers north of the
Arctic Circle to the west and east of the Ural Moun-
tains, and the obsolescent Enets (Yenisey-Samoyed) is
spoken by less than 100 people in a few villages on the
bank of the river Yenisey. Southern Samoyed is today
represented only by Sel’kup (Ostiak-Samoyed; 1,500
speakers); other Southern Samoyed languages, now
extinct, were recorded in the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries as far south as the Sayan Mountains
(Mator, Koibal, Kamass).

The genetic relationship of the Finno-Ugrian lan-
guages was established as early as the eighteenth cen-
tury; the Samoyedic languages were added to the
Uralic family by the mid-nineteenth century.

Uralic languages, especially the eastern members of
the family, show a marked typological similarity to Al-
taic languages (e.g., verb-final word order, vowel har-
mony, lack of word-initial consonant clusters) in the
nineteenth century this similarity gave rise to the so-
called Ural-Altaic hypothesis, which tried to describe
Uralic, together with Turkic, Mongolian, and Tun-
gus, as members of one great family of languages. Be-
cause more accurate descriptions of these languages
became available, and the methods of comparative lin-
guistics were improved, specialists had largely aban-
doned this view during the twentieth century.

Stefan Georg
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URDANETA, ANDRES DE (1498-1568), Span-
ish Augustinian friar and navigator. Andres de Ur-
daneta was born in 1498 in the Basque region of Spain.
At seventeen he became a sailor and served as a page
to Garcia Jofre de Loaysa’s expedition to the Moluc-
cas. He spent eight years in Malaka (Moluccas), where
he figured in several encounters with the Portuguese,
Spain’s rivals in colonizing Malaka, until the members
of the expedition surrendered and were later repatri-
ated to Spain via Lisbon in 1536.

In 1553 Urdaneta joined the Augustinian order in
Mexico after a long, distinguished military career fol-
lowing his return to Spain. In 1559, King Philip II,
interested in the Philippine Islands, which were named
after him by the Villalobos expedition, sought out Ur-
daneta’s services. Since his priestly status forbade him
to command an expedition, Urdaneta recommended
that the king appoint Miguel Lopez de Legazpi, a dis-
tinguished official in Mexico, to command the expe-
dition. The expedition left Navidad, Mexico, in 1564
and, through Urdaneta’s guidance, it reached Philip-
pine shores in February 1565. After establishing a set-
tlement, Legazpi sent Urdaneta back to Mexico to
deliver samples of Philippine spices discovered and to
find a more expedient route. Urdaneta sailed far north
near Japan before turning east, where the winds were
favorable. He reached Acapulco after sailing for four
months. The passage he discovered was later called the
Urdaneta Passage. Years later the galleons of the
Manila-Acapulco trade followed this route.

When his mission was over, Urdaneta returned to
his Augustinian order in Mexico. Although he ex-
pressed a desire to return to the Philippines to un-
dertake missionary work, his superior did not grant
him permission to do so due to his old age. He died
on 3 June 1568 in Mexico at the age of sixty.

Aaron Ronquillo
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URDU. See Hindu-Urdu.

URFA (2002 est pop. of province 1.5 million). Urfa,
a province and a city (1995 pop. approximately 365,000)
in southeastern Turkey, was known as Edessa in antiq-
uity; its Arabic name was al-Ruha. Under the republic
of Turkey it became known as Sanliurfa ("glorious
Urfa"), the capital of the province of the same name.

The city was occupied as early as 3500 BCE by the
Hurrians and then successively by the Hittites, Assyr-
ians, Seleucids, Romans, and Byzantines. In the third
century the city adopted Christianity, and by the early
fourth century it was a center of Syriac Christianity.
The city surrendered to the Arabs in c. 639 and sub-
sequently lost its political and religious importance.
The town was attacked by the Byzantines in 959-960;
by the Turks in 1065-1966 and 1066-1967, and by the
Seljuk sultan Alp Arslan for 50 days in 1070. After the
battle of Manzikert (1971), the city was supposed to be
handed over to the Seljuks, but instead it remained un-
der Constantinople’s control until 1086-1087, when it
was given to the Seljuk sultan Melikshah.

Urfa was ruled by various dynasties in the follow-
ing centuries untl it was conquered by Sultan Selim
I, probably in 1517. In the sixteenth century it became
part of the province of Diyarbakir. During this time
it was located on a caravan route to Aleppo and was a
transit point for goods traveling from Anatolia to Per-
sia and Iraq. Urfa was occupied by the French in
1919-1920 and officially became part of the Turkish
Republic under the Treaty of Lausanne (1923). To-
day Urfa is largely an agricultural city producing
wheat, barley, and beans. A college of the Dicle Uni-
versity in Diyarbakir is located here.

Tipi Isikozlu-E. F. Isikozlu
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URGENCH Urgench was an ancient city that was

an important trade center and the capital of Khwarizm
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until its destruction by the Mongols in the thirteenth
century. It was rebuilt only to be again destroyed by
Timur in the fourteenth century; for most of the six-
teenth century it was the capital of the khanate of
Khiva (1511-1920). It was abandoned later in the cen-
tury after the Uzbeks conquered the area. Today the
town of Kunya-Urgench (or Konye-Urgench) in mod-
ern-day Turkmenistan rests on the site. Visitors can
see the Kutlug Temir minaret, which is the largest
minaret in Central Asia, mausoleums, and other an-
cient ruins.

Today, there is another Urgench, the capital city
of the Khorezm oblast of Uzbekistan. It had an esti-
mated population of 169,000 in 2002, is situated on
the Amu Dar’ya River and the Shavat Canal, and
houses cotton and food processing industries. Kunya-
Urgench in Turkmenistan is about 140 kilometers
northwest of Urgench, Uzbekistan.

Rebecca M. Bichel

USTYURT PLATEAU The Ustyurt Plateau is a
160,600-square-kilometer (62,000-square-mile) desert
plateau in Central Asia between the Caspian Sea to the
west and the Aral Sea to the east. It lies mostly in the
southern part of Kazakhstan and the northern part of
the Karakalpak Republic and Turkmenistan. The
plateau’s elevation ranges from 150 to 365 meters (490
to 1,200 feet), with an average elevation of 200 meters
(656 feet), and it drops steeply to the Aral Sea and sur-
rounding plains. A largely uniform desert landscape,
the plateau provides little pasture for the sheep, goats,
and camels raised by its small seminomadic human
population. Transport networks are poor due to both
natural conditions and long-term neglect.

Oil and natural gas deposits are located in the west-
ern portion of the plateau. It is estimated that there
are more than 4 billion tons of hydrocarbons in the
region. Exploration and production is set to continue
as the region increases its contribution to the world
supply of hydrocarbons. Mining activities are likely to
improve air links across the Caspian Sea and stimulate
further regional economic development.

Warwick Gullett and Daniel Oakman
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USUBALIEV, TURDAKUN USUBALIE-
VICH (b. 1919), Kyrgyz politician. Turdakun Usub-
alievich Usubaliev led the Kyrgyzstan Soviet Socialist
Republic from 1961 to 1985 as the first secretary of the
Communist Party. Born in Naryn (a remote eastern
province of the republic) in 1919, he spent his entire
career in the Communist Party apparatus, becoming
one of the republic’s most influential politicians for al-
most three decades in the late Soviet era. From 1955 to
1956 he worked as editor of the leading national news-
paper, Sovettyk Kyrgyzstan, and later held various party
posts before assuming leadership in the republic. He
viewed Soviet policy (reflected in his writing) as an im-
portant mode of modernization of a traditional "back-
ward" country and measured it purely in the terms of
economic development and state-led industrialization.
These views largely shaped Kyrgyzstan’s political and
economic setting in the 1960s and 1970s.

Usubaliev belonged to the cohort of Central Asian
leaders who were most loyal to the Soviet political sys-
tem and to Moscow’s leadership. As Kyrgyzstan’s
leader he contributed to the vigorous implementation
of the policies of Russification and "internationalism."
However, it was his success in attracting huge invest-
ment in the industrialization of the republic that won
him nationwide recognition and respect.

In 1985, with the introduction of Gorbachev’s pol-
icy of glasnost, Usubaliev was forced to leave his post
and was charged with patronage, corruption, and mis-
management; however, these accusations have never
been brought to court. Turdakun Usubaliev remains
one of the most popular politicians in post-Soviet Kyr-
gyzstan and a prolific writer (mainly memoirs). In 1992
he returned to the political arena as a member of the
Jogorku Kenesh (Parliament), supporting moderate
nationalism and remaining highly critical of the West-
ernization of Kyrgyz society.

Rafis Abazov
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UTAI Utai (also called yokyoku) is the vocal music
of the Japanese classical theater form called Noh. It is
monophonic music influenced by Buddhist chant, es-
pecially of the shomzyo tradition of the Tendai and Shin-
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gon esoteric sects that came to Japan from China in
the Heian period (794-1185). Notation called gomuafu
or gomaten (literally, "sesame seed marking," from the
way the notation marks look) developed from this
same tradition and was consolidated in the Edo period
(1600/1603-1868), with each mark having a slightly
different form and a definite meaning for each of the
Noh schools. Although the language and sometimes
pronunciation, too, are classical and not always easily
understood, the performance of uzai is studied by am-
ateurs of all ages as well as by professionals.

A Noh text develops through the progression of
combinations of units of prose and of poetry in a 7/5-
syllable meter. An actor speaks prose lines in kotoba
(inflected speech) or chants lines solo or in exchanges
with other characters. The chorus (ji-utai) expresses a
character’s speech or thoughts as well as describes a
scene or narrates action during mimed sections.

Utai as chant is characterized by rhythm, pitch, and
mode. The rhythm (zor7) of Noh can be divided into
byoshi-awazu (incongruent) and hyoshi-au (congruent)
chant to the drum patterns in an eight-beat system.
Hyoshi-awazu chant may be found in short poetic sec-
tions. There are three kinds of hyoshi-au (congruent)
chant. Hira-nori, the most common form, distributes
the twelve syllables of the 7/5 meter over eight beats,
with the syllables on the upbeat of the first, third, and
fifth beats held. Chu-nori, also called shura-nori as it is
often used in descriptive passages in shura-mono (war-
rior plays), distributes sixteen syllables of text over
eight beats and is characterized by stress on every sec-
ond beat. O-nori places one syllable per beat and is of-
ten used when the #aiko (stick drum) is played for a
strong or dynamic effect. Variations of syllables in
lines in each of these styles create interesting synco-
pation. The pitch of utai goes through three centers:
jo (high), chu (center), and ge (low), each a perfect
fourth apart, following conventions of movement and
embellishment for each section of the text. The cho-
rus follows the pitch set by its leader, the ji-gashira.
The two modes of uzai express a wide range of emo-
tions: yowa-gin, a weak or melodic mode for lyric pas-
sages, and #suyo-gin, a strong, dynamic mode that uses
microtonal pitch changes.

Oguamo Rebecca Teele

See also: Noh-Kyogen
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UTTAR PRADESH (2001 est. pop. 166.1 mil-
lion). Uttar Pradesh is located centrally in the Indo-
Gangetic Plain southeast of New Delhi. The area
measures 243,286 square kilometers. It has been un-
der one administration, at first as part of Bengal Pres-
idency, since 1877, and in 1902 became known as the
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. This became,
simply, United Provinces in 1935, a name translated
into Hindi as Uttar Pradesh after Independence in
1947. This state was made up of the former United
Provinces and the princely states of Benares, Tehri-
Garhwal, and Rampur. The capital is Lucknow (or
Laknau). Not only was this area the center of the army
uprising known as the Indian Mutiny (1857); Lucknow
also was the focal point of the movement for an inde-
pendent Pakistan. In 2000 the new state of Uttaran-
chal was carved out of Uttar Pradesh.

Uttar Pradesh is governed by a legislative council
and a legislative assembly. The state has a mixed,
mostly rural, population of Hindus and Muslims, who
speak Hindi, Urdu, and English; the official language
is Hindi. Traversed by several rivers and canals, espe-
cially the Ganges and Jumna, the fertile state is the
largest producer of food grains in India. In addition,
sugar and edible oils are important farm produce.
There is considerable industrialization—among goods
produced in Uttar Pradesh are paper, chemicals, glass,
distilled spirits, farm implements, leather and
footwear, textiles, copper, coal, limestone, bauxite, sil-
ica, phosphorite, and pyrophillite.

Paul Hockings
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UTTARANCHAL (2001 est. pop. 8.5 million).
Uttaranchal is an Indian state that was created in 2000
from the northern quarter of Uttar Pradesh. It con-
sists of thirteen hill districts bordering on Nepal to the
east, with the lower Himalayas in the north, and the
states of Haryana and Himachal Pradesh to the west
and northwest respectively. It has an area of 51,125
square kilometers.
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Dehra Dun is the state capital, and the population
of the individual districts is primarily tribal. The state
is home to four of the most revered Hindu sites in In-
dia: Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri, and Yamunotri.
All attract thousands of pilgrims every month. In the
pre-Independence period, the numerous districts of
present Uttaranchal were ruled over by several petty
hill princes, who owed their formal allegiance to the
British. Among the prominent nationalist figures who
came from this region is the Congress leader Dr.
Govind Ballabh Pant (1887-1961). (The town of Pant-
nagar in Nainital district has been named after him.)
Since the 1980s, the region has been at the forefront
of the Indian environmental movement, spearheaded
by the Chipko Movement of Sunderlal Bahuguna and
Chandi Prasad Bhatt. There also has been vocal op-
position to the proposed Tehri Dam in the district of
Tehri Garhwal, a construction that threatens to wipe
away entire villages.

Paul Hockings
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UZBEKISTAN-PROFILE (2001 est. pop. 25.1
million). Uzbekistan is the most populous former So-
viet state in Central Asia and the third most populous
of all former Soviet states, after Russia and the Ukraine.

It declared its independence on 1 September 1991 and
is officially called the Republic of Uzbekistan.

Geography

With an area of 449,601 square kilometers, Uzbek-
istan is almost 42 percent desert. In North Central
Uzbekistan lies the vast Kyzyl Kum desert, 297,850
square kilometers in size. Spurs of the Tian Shan and
Pamir Mountains rise to the east and northeast; the
highest elevation in Uzbekistan is 4,643 meters, and
earthquakes are common.

Because rainfall is scarce except on the mountain
sides, agriculture elsewhere in the country is possible
only with irrigation. In mountainous areas live snow
leopards; desert monitors, lizards that can grow longer
than 1.5 meters, inhabit the desert. The two main
rivers—the Amu Dar’ya (Oxus) and Syr Dar’ya
(Jakartes), which flow into the Aral Sea—as well as the
Zarafshon River and the Fergana Valley form the core
of the relatively limited populated areas.
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The country is divided into twelve wiloyatlar (re-
gions), one city (Tashkent, the capital), and the
Karakal Autonomous Republic, located in northwest-
ern Uzbekistan. These entities are further divided into
smaller units; at each level elected and appointed of-
ficials have constitutional responsibility, but most
power rests in the central state apparatus.

Population

Almost 3 million people live in the capital city of
Tashkent, which is the largest city in Central Asia
and the fourth largest among former Soviet cities. The
country has over one hundred nationalities, although
almost 80 percent are ethnic Uzbeks, a Turkic-
speaking Muslim people. Other significant ethnic
groups include Russians, Thajiks, Kazakhs, Karakalpaks,
Turkmen, and Tatars. The Russians are the largest mi-
nority, but their numbers decreased after independence,
when many moved to Russia and other countries.

History

Uzbekistan has a rich and long history, and Uzbeks
lived in the Central Asian region for many hundreds
of years, but until 1925 there was no political entity
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named "Uzbekistan." Known as the ancient Persian
province of Sogdiana, the region was conquered by
Alexander of Macedon in the fourth century BCE.
Arabs conquered it in the eighth century as did the
Mongol empire in the thirteenth century; Timur
(Tamerlane) developed his "local" Mongol empire in
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries; Shaibani Khan
introduced Uzbek authority to the region in the six-
teenth century.

The final conquerors—the Russians—appeared
only in the nineteenth century and consolidated their
power by the 1860s and 1870s. In the face of stiff guer-
rilla resistance, the Soviets took over in the 1920s and
eventually formed new political entities, parceling out
the territory according to ethnic groups. The delimi-
tation of 1925 saw Uzbekistan appear as a Soviet So-
cialist Republic. In 1929 the Tajik Socialist Soviet
Republic was formed from a portion of Uzbekistan;
the Karakalpak Autonomous Republic became part of
Uzbekistan in 1936.

The Soviet period was particularly difficult; despite
advances in education, health care, and treatment of
women, the Uzbeks suffered during the purges and
collectivization campaigns of the 1930s, and cultural
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Country name:
Area: 447,400 sq km

Population growth rate:
Birth rate:

Death rate:
Net migration rate:
Sex ratio:
Infant mortality rate:

male: 67.56 years (2001 est.)

Literacy-tetal population:

power outside the executive branch
Capital: Tashkent (Toshkent)
Administrative divisions:
Independence:

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal
GDP-¢eal growth rate:

Population below poverty line:
Exports:
Imports:
Currency: Uzbekistani sum (UZS)

UZBEKISTAN
Republic of Uzbekistan

Population: 25,155,064 (July 2001 est.)
1.6% (2001 est.)
26.1 births/1,000 population (2001 est.)

8 deaths/1,000 population (2001 est.)
-2.06 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2001 est.)
0.98 male(s)/female (2001 est.)
71.92 deaths/1,000 live births (2001 est.)
Life expectancy at birth-tetal population:

Major religions: Muslim (mostly Sunnis), Eastern Orthodox

Major languages: Uzbek, Russian, Tajik

99%, male: 99%, female: 99% (year-end 1996)
Government type: republic; effectively authoritarian presidential rule, with little

12 wiloyatlar, 1 autonomous republic, and 1 city
1 September 1991 (from Soviet Union)
National holiday: Independence Day, 1 September (1991)

2.1% (2000 est.)
GDP-per capita (purchasing power parity):
not available
$2.9 billion (f.0.b., 2000 est.)

$2.6 billion (f.o.b., 2000 est.)

Source: Central Intelligence Agency. (2001) The World Book Factbook 2001.
Retrieved 5 March 2002, from http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook.

63.81 years, male: 60.24 years, fe-

$2,400 (2000 est.)

identity was often suppressed. Not until the 1980s
could Uzbeks openly discuss their own non-Soviet his-
tory and Muslim identity. Ironically these issues are
still problematic in post-Soviet Uzbekistan.

Politics

Islam Karimov was president even before indepen-
dence, having been elected on 24 March 1990. Con-
stitutionally he is afforded a wide range of powers and
can legislate by decree. He has successfully curtailed
potential rivals’ efforts by constantly shuffling regional
leadership and removing key individuals from office,
including his former vice president, Shukhrulla Mir-
saidov. Karimov was reelected in January 2000 with
an overwhelming majority (even the token opposition
candidate voted for Karimov).
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Uzbekistan’s 250-member legislature, the Oliy Ma-
jlis, is a relatively weak entity that has never challenged
the presidential authority. The court system and re-
gional governments are also fairly compliant. The
country is technically multiparty, and four parties are
registered. Each, especially the dominant People’s De-
mocratic Party, swears allegiance to President Kari-
mov and acts simply as an advocate for a specific
constituency in Uzbek society.

Opposition—secular and religious—is severely cur-
tailed. Most opposition leaders have fled the country,
as was the case with the leaders of the opposition
movements Birlik (Unity) and Erk (Will) in the 1980s
and 1990s. The religious-based opposition parties,
Adolat (Justice) and the Islamic Renaissance Party,
were never even allowed to register. These and other
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movements have been prohibited from becoming le-
gal entities since 1992. As a result they either remain
underground or maintain a base in exile. In the sum-
mer of 1999, a relatively new movement—the Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), under the leadership
of Jumaboi Namangani—emerged as a threat to the
Karimov regime. In that summer and in the summer
of 2000, IMU units attacked positions in Kyrgyzstan
and southern Uzbekistan. It is feared that in subse-
quent years this movement will increase its activities
in Uzbekistan and could become a long-term problem
for President Karimov.

Economy

Uzbekistan’s economy is based largely on cotton
(which was introduced in imperial Russian times de-
spite Uzbek protests about resulting food shortages
and loss of land) and on agriculture in general. Al-
though only 31 percent of the country’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) comes from agriculture, over 40
percent of all working-age Uzbekistan citizens are em-
ployed in this sector. Uzbekistan is the largest cotton
exporter in the world, but because agriculture is con-
centrated in cotton, the country must import much of
its food. The industrial and service sectors are slowly
developing, with the latter now responsible for 42 per-
cent of the country’s GDP.

The major obstacles to economic growth are ge-
ography, infrastructure, and program execution. Be-
cause Uzbekistan is landlocked, it must often transit
goods across international borders—a serious problem
because customs duties and procedures are not con-
sistently enforced in Central Asia. The infrastructure
is in the process of moving from the Soviet-era sys-
tem that was in place, although the pace of develop-
ment has not kept up with the deterioration of the old
infrastructure. Last, the opaque maze of regulations
and the lack of openness have made it difficult for lo-
cal, joint-venture, and foreign-owned businesses to es-
tablish themselves and to develop effectively. The
weak currency is also a detriment to economic growth.
Finally, corruption has become a deterrent to the suc-
cessful creation of new companies.

Foreign Policy

Because of its geography, Uzbekistan is a key actor
in the geopolitics of Central Asia. Sitting among the
other Central Asian states of Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan, as well as Afghanistan
to the south, Uzbekistan is a key transportation and
communications hub. As a strategic country, it has
been involved in peace processes in Tajikistan and
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Afghanistan. In an effort to strengthen its position as
an independent state, Uzbekistan has joined a range
of associations and organizations. Ties with Russia are
still important and have slowed the emergence of a
free market in the country. Uzbekistan’s abysmal hu-
man-rights record is often noted as a cause for U.S.
concern and has been a point of contention between
the two countries.

The national prospects for Uzbekistan are tied to
President Islam Karimov. In his early sixties, Karimov
is fit and appears poised to continue as president for
the foreseeable future. The lack of a successor, of
strong political actors and parties, and of a politically
active population suggests that Uzbekistan’s political
system will not develop into a democracy any time
soon. In addition to suffering from continuing eco-
nomic problems, the IMU insurgency of the past two
years persists unabated. While Uzbekistan has the
benefits of resource wealth and an educated popula-
tion, problems loom over the horizon. How Uzbek-
istan addresses these problems will shape the future
success or failure of the country.

Roger D. Kangas
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Uzbekistan, the most populous and best developed of
the newly independent states in Central Asia, occupies
the dominant geographical, political, and cultural po-
sition in the region. It is home to Central Asia’s most
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productive agricultural oases, river valleys, and irri-
gated lowlands.

Uzbekistan is a landlocked country, and each bor-
dering country is itself a landlocked state. The south-
ern border with Turkmenistan is partly defined by the
watercourse of the Amu Dar’ya River, one of Central
Asia’s most important natural resources. To the north
the country’s border with Kazakhstan is defined by the
watercourse of the Syr Dar’ya River. In the northwest
the Aral Sea, dying from overuse of the region’s wa-
ter resources, defines the country’s border. The Fer-
gana Valley, lying in the protected eastern part of the
country between Kyrgyzstan and Thajikistan, is one of
the most productive agricultural regions in the world.
The oases and river valleys of Bukhara and Samarqand
have supported civilization and agriculture since an-
cient times.

Postindependence Economic Functioning

Uzbekistan’s population is well educated and tech-
nically trained. The country is rich in a variety of nat-
ural resources, including coal, copper, gold, natural
gas, oil, silver, and uranium. Primary commodities, to-
gether with cotton fiber, account for about 75 percent
of merchandise exports, with cotton alone accounting
for about 40 percent. Uzbekistan’s 1998 gross national
product was estimated at $870 per person, placing it
among lower-middle-income economies.

At the time of independence the Uzbek economy
was more diversified than the economies of the other
four Central Asian states and included agriculture,
light and heavy industry, and important branches in
primary commodities. Following the disintegration of
the Soviet Union, Uzbekistan’s economy was insulated
from much of the economic decline that afflicted other
former Soviet states, due to its labor-intensive econ-
omy based on agriculture and mineral extraction.
Rapid growth in 1992-1995 in oil and gas production
allowed Uzbekistan to eliminate oil imports and in-
crease gas exports. Additionally, Uzbekistan shifted
some of its crop acreage from cotton to grains to boost
food self-sufficiency. While these were positive out-
comes, they resulted in delaying the structural reforms
that Uzbekistan’s neighbors, particularly Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan, implemented.

Economic Policy of Stabilization

The Uzbekistan government, under the leadership
of President Islam Karimov, quickly embraced the idea
of market-based commercial relations. Uzbekistan an-
nounced that it was "pro-business," and the Soviet sys-
tem was immediately rejected. Replacing it, however,
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was an indigenous, state-controlled economy with
many structural parallels to the Soviet system, except
on a smaller, regional scale.

The Uzbekistan government has stressed a gradual,
step-by-step approach to macroeconomic and market-
oriented structural reforms. This conservative transition
strategy has emphasized establishing self-sufficiency in
energy and food grains, exporting primary commodities,
particularly cotton and gold, and creating an internally
oriented services market. In the early years of indepen-
dence the government approached questions of struc-
tural reform cautiously and relied on administrative
measures and controls to soften the shock of the inter-
ruption of Soviet-era commerce.

More recently the Uzbekistan government has
made limited progress in implementing structural re-
forms in some areas, including privatization and the
financial sector. In late 1998 the government an-
nounced an accelerated program for the case-by-case
privatization of large strategic enterprises. At the same
time it announced that restructuring and subsequent
privatization of banks were to be undertaken. Yet fun-
damental agricultural reforms such as farm restruc-
turing, land registration, changes in state procurement
policies, and export-marketing arrangements contin-
ued to be delayed.

Reform Process and Currency Convertibility

In September 1996 in connection with a shortfall
in foreign reserves, the Uzbekistan Ministry of Fi-
nance imposed a system of import contract registra-
tion. The goal of the system was to ensure that scarce
foreign currency was used primarily to import capital
rather than to buy consumer goods, particularly lux-
ury goods. In practice, however, the system severely
limited the availability of foreign exchange for all sec-
tors of the economy and retarded economic activity.
In subsequent years the Ministry of Finance periodi-
cally acted to make the system yet more rigorous as
foreign currency reserves continued to dwindle. In
1998 the number of importers given convertibility
quotas was cut by one-third of the number two years
before. The remaining importers saw their quotas

slashed in half.

Foreign companies in Uzbekistan reported that the
currency restrictions constituted the most serious ob-
stacle to doing business in the country. Foreign com-
panies or foreign joint ventures importing capital goods
with their own funds held outside Uzbekistan have also
in effect been subject to the import registration sys-
tem, although a 1998 presidential decree exempted
joint ventures from the registration requirement. Nev-

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



ertheless foreign businesses have continued to experi-
ence bureaucratic hurdles with payments and settle-
ments. In addition customs clearance remains a tedious
and capricious bureaucratic process. Capital equipment
imports for U.S.-Uzbek joint ventures have been sub-
ject to substantial processing delays and often remain
in customs for months at a time. Delays can be sub-
stantial and expensive, and no procedure has been es-
tablished for releasing goods under bond.

In May 2000 the government devalued the official
exchange rate for government transactions by about
50 percent to bring it into line with the commercial
exchange rate. But the economy remains hampered by
adherence to these bureaucratic constraints.

The Future of the Uzbekistan Economy

An overvalued currency tends to channel trade into
narrow and easily managed sectors and thus may
appear to offer a solution to capital flight, but it is also
associated with great efficiency losses. Financial trans-
actions must be strictly regulated, which imposes a
heavy burden of monitoring and sanctions. Well-
connected parties with access to cheap, government-
financed foreign exchange and import licenses bene-
fit greatly from this situation. These parties can be
expected to lobby to maintain the situation, despite
the efficiency losses and corresponding damage to the
public interest.

The bureaucratic burden of maintaining strict cur-
rency controls can be expensive and unavoidably cre-
ates an unfavorable climate for trade. A policy of
overvaluation provides a rationale for extending police
sanctions even to the extent of replacing the goal of
public safety with that of regulating private behavior.
Such a policy can produce an incentive structure in
which private parties have an interest in avoiding or
evading the legal framework through various forms of
side payments and inducements. An overvalued cur-
rency can also lead to the depletion of foreign reserves,
which, in turn, can bring about pressures for severe
import restrictions and, eventually, the collapse of the
free-trade policy.

Stressing economic self-sufficiency and state-
sponsored welfare programs, the Uzbekistan govern-
ment has resisted counsel from international organi-
zations and economic specialists to liberalize prices,
abandon government subsidies, adopt a tradable cur-
rency, and open its borders to trade. Instead Uzbek-
istan has maintained restrictions on trade and currency
movement, closed its borders with war-torn Tajik-
istan, established government-controlled trading com-
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panies, and developed an elaborate system of subsidies
and price supports for industry and agriculture.

There are indications that Uzbekistan’s foreign
economic policies are changing. In June 2001, Presi-
dent Islam Karimov signed a decree designed to lib-
eralize the currency market, modernize the republic’s
monetary system, and strengthen the banking system.
The Afghanistan war drew a considerable amount of
attention from foreign governments and international
organizations. Faced with the potential for dramatic
economic modernization spurred by international as-
sistance, the Uzbekistan government redoubled its ef-
forts after the beginning of the antiterror campaign in
Afghanistan to bring its currency and macroeconomic
policies into line with international standards.

Gregory Gleason
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UZBEKISTAN-EDUCATION SYSTEM
Uzbekistan has a comprehensive system of education
that embraces the entire population. Although the
lands that now constitute Uzbekistan have been cen-
ters of higher learning for centuries, the system of ed-
ucation as it exists today has its roots in the Soviet era
and thus follows the modern European model of state-
based, free, compulsory, universal, and secular in-
struction.

Traditional Uzbek Education
Before the Soviet era, every residential neighbor-
hood in Central Asia had a maktab (primary school),
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where a teacher, usually the imam of the mosque,
taught basic texts to neighborhood boys. The purpose
of the maktab was to inculcate culturally accepted
norms of behavior and to have students memorize cer-
tain basic texts of the area’s Islamic tradition. The
teacher received gifts from the parents of the boys he
taught. Girls were usually taught at home. Beyond the
maktab, education took place in practical contexts of
apprenticeships or in madrasabs (religious schools).
Those who aspired to work in the nexus of adminis-
tration, justice, and religion entered the muadrasab,
where they could learn the art of textual interpreta-
tion from a recognized master in a system that had
marked similarities to apprenticeship. Madrasahs were
funded by income from endowments (waqf) estab-
lished by various individuals. Bukhara’s madrasabs
were renowned and drew students from as far away as
Tatarstan (a region on both sides of the Volga River)
and India. This pattern of traditional education sur-
vived the Russian conquest of the 1860s and 1870s. A
network of Russian schools emerged, but it attracted
few local students.

After the turn of the twentieth century the maktab
and the madrasah came under intense attack from a
new group of modernist intellectuals, the Jadids, who
accused them of not meeting the needs of the age. The
Jadids advocated a new method of education, in which
the muaktab would focus on imparting functional liter-
acy and a basic knowledge of arithmetic, history, ge-
ography, and hygiene. For higher education, the Jadids
advocated a curriculum of technical and vocational ed-
ucation to equip future generations with the skills nec-
essary for survival in the vastly new circumstances
introduced by the Russian conquest. Lack of material
resources and hostility from both the state and con-
servative elements in local society meant, however,
that "new-method" schools remained few in number
before the Russian Revolution of 1917.

Uzbek Education under the Soviets, 19174991
Real change came during the Soviet period. The
Bolsheviks who took power after the Russian Revolu-
tion shared the Jadids’ critique of traditional Central
Asian education, although their agenda was far more
radical. For the Bolsheviks, economic backwardness—
in Russia as much as in Central Asia—could be over-
come only through combating cultural backwardness.
They therefore expended substantial energies on cam-
paigns against illiteracy and for the establishment of a
ramified system of educational institutions. Crash
courses to train primary teachers and to abolish illit-
eracy among adults began with the advent of Soviet
power. A network of Soviet primary schools offering

48

a basic modern education faced substantial difficulties,
however, and did not become a reality until late in the
1920s. Only in 1930 did education become universal
and compulsory. The Soviet commitment to univer-
sal education meant that girls were brought into the
educational system. By the 1930s, coeducation was the
norm in Uzbek schools.

Education was the key to the remaking of society
and culture, in the Bolshevik view. One of the first So-
viet decrees concerned the separation of church and
school. The Soviets saw religion as an ideological cloak
that prevented the full realization of human reason;
religious elites were also potential political opponents.
This notion was applied in Central Asia as well, al-
though maktabs were tolerated for much of the 1920s
until enough Soviet schools could be built. The tri-
umph of the Soviet school spelled the end of tradi-
tional Islamic education in Uzbekistan. Soviet primary
schools replaced the maktab, while madrasabs were de-
stroyed by the early 1930s through the nationalization
of their wagf property, which was given over to the
use of new state-run schools. Traditional Islamic ed-
ucation was pushed underground by the mid-1930s.
In 1941, a madrasab with a radically transformed cur-
riculum and modern pedagogical methods was opened
to train small numbers of officially sanctioned clergy;
a second one followed in 1970.

Soviet policy called for provision of education in
the vernacular for all nationalities. The new schools
operated in the Uzbek language, with Russian taught
as a second language. In the cities with substantial
Russian populations, Russian-language schools were
also built. These were open to non-Russians, and since
a knowledge of Russian was a vital skill, many ambi-
tious Uzbek parents sent their children to Russian
schools. Higher education, especially in technical
fields, operated only in Russian, and after World War
IT the Uzbek regime emphasized the importance of
Russian as the lingua franca of the USSR. Moreover
Uzbekistan’s higher education was closely linked with
Soviet networks, with the most prestigious institutions
being those in Moscow.

Higher education evolved along parallel tracks of
teaching and research. The Central Asian Communist
University (called Tashkent State University since
1960), established in Tashkent in 1920, was the first
institution of modern higher learning in Uzbekistan.
Opver time, universities were established in Samarqand,
Bukhara, and Nukus. A number of specialized insti-
tutes, teacher-training colleges, and vocational schools
existed alongside the universities. Research-oriented
education was based in the Uzbekistan Academy of
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Sciences (established 1943), with numerous affiliated
institutes. Access to higher education was through uni-
versity entrance examinations.

Soviet education achieved nearly universal literacy
by the 1970s. In other indicators, Uzbekistan lagged
behind all-Soviet levels, at least partly because of rel-
atively low levels of urbanization. According to the last
Soviet census (1989), Uzbekistan had 817 "specialists”
per 10,000 population, as compared with the USSR
average of 1,271. These figures are nevertheless im-
pressive.

Uzbek Education after Independence, 1991

The basic structure of Uzbekistan’s education sys-
tem survived the breakup of the USSR. After nine
years of compulsory education, students continue in
vocational or academic streams, on the basis of their
examination results. The infrastructure of primary and
secondary education remains in place. Five million
children study at school, and more than a million are
enrolled at kindergarten level. (See Table 1.) In other
ways, however, there have been drastic changes.

The end of central planning has necessitated new
ways of funding education, and such resources have
not always been forthcoming. Material difficulties,
such as poor physical plants, shortages of textbooks
and supplies, and low salaries for teachers, pose the
largest threat to the system. Other problems arise from
the disruption of contacts with academic institutions
in the former USSR, which have not always been re-
placed by new ones. The government has also sought
to downplay the public visibility of Russian, while em-
phasizing Uzbek-language education. Nevertheless
Russian remains the only foreign language most peo-
ple know. Russian schools continue to exist, and Russ-
ian remains a compulsory subject in non-Russian
schools. Although the government would like to re-
place Russian with English as the means of commu-
nication with the outside world, such a switch remains
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highly unlikely given the shortages of teachers. Higher
education has suffered from brain drain as well as from
shortages.

Another significant feature of the period since in-
dependence has been the reemergence of Islamic ed-
ucation. The government acknowledges Islam as part
of the spiritual heritage of the nation, but it is also
wary of political challenges from a religious opposi-
tion. It therefore keeps tight control over religious ed-
ucation. Only schools under the supervision of the
Muslim Religious Board of Uzbekistan, a government
department, are allowed to operate, and their curric-
ula meet basic requirements set by the Ministry of Ed-
ucation. State schools remain resolutely secular, with
no religious instruction whatsoever.

Adeeb Khalid
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UZBEKISTAN-HISTORY Uzbekistan is a
former Soviet republic and now a member of the Com-
monwealth of Independent States (CIS). Its official
name is the Republic of Uzbekistan. The history of
Uzbekistan covers more than 2.5 millennia. During
this period, various ancient states rose and fell in Cen-

tral Asia, such as Bactria, Khorezm, Sogdiana, and
Parthia.

The Ancient Period

From the sixth century to the fourth century BCE
the territory belonged to the Iranian Achaemenid em-
pire founded by Cyrus the Great (c. 585—c. 529 BCE).
Alexander of Macedon (356-323 BCE) invaded Cen-
tral Asia in 334 BCE and destroyed the Achaemenid
empire. Inhabitants of the territory tried in vain to de-
feat him; a revolt under the leadership of Spitamen
was one of the great battles.

After the death of Alexander in 323 BCE his empire
was divided. Between the third and the second cen-
turies BCE, the Graeco-Bactrian state, becoming in-
dependent from Alexander’s empire, incorporated the
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KEY EVENTS IN
UZBEKISTAN’S HISTORY

6™4 ™ centuries BCE 'The region is under the
control of Persia.

3rd2 »d centuries BCE The region is under the
control of Graeco-Bactrian state.

154 ** centuries CE 'The region is ruled by the
Kushan empire.

552745 'The Turks rule Central Asia.

7% century Muslim Arabs conquer the region.

8194001 The region is ruled by the Samanid
dynasty.

1000 The Ghaznavid and Karakhanid dynasties
begin to displace the Samanid dynasty in the re-
gion.

1097 The Anushtegin dynasty emerges in west-
ern Uzbekistan.

13 century 'The Mongols conquer the region.

14" century Timur displaces the Mongol rulers
and establishes a capital at Samarqand.

1648 ™ centuries  Various Uzbek dynasties
compete for power in the region.

1860 The Russians invade and then conquer Cen-
tral Asia.

1924 The Soviet Socialist Republic of Uzbekistan
is founded.

1991 Uzbekistan becomes an independent nation.

greater part of present-day Uzbekistan. From the first
to the fourth century CE, the territory of Uzbekistan
was under the control of the Kushan empire, which
also controlled present-day Afghanistan, northern In-
dia, and part of Pakistan.

The Turks ruled Central Asia between 552 and 745
CE and played a great role in consolidating nomadic
tribes in the Central Asian steppes and oases. By the
end of the sixth century, due to local wars their em-
pire was divided into two parts: the Eastern and West-
ern Kaganates.

Before Arab conquests of Central Asia, there were
several small states in the territory. Then, in the sev-
enth century CE, Arabs conquered Central Asia under
the leadership of Qutaybah ibn Muslim (d. 715) and
brought Islam with them. The territory between the
Amu Dar’ya (Oxus) and Syr Dar’ya (Jaxartes) Rivers
was named Mawaraannahr (Transoxiana) by the Arabs
and included in the Arab caliphate. Under the Abbasid
caliphs of Baghdad, Islamic influence became domi-
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nant in the cities of Central Asia. Arab conquest played
a positive role in the development of Mawaraannahr.

The Samanid and Karakhanid Dynasties

At the beginning of the ninth century, the caliphate’s
power began to wane, and local dynasties ruled in
provinces. The Samanid dynasty ruled Mawaraannahr
from 819 to 1001. This period in Central Asian his-
tory was marked by a great upsurge in economy and
culture. Cities and some rural areas turned into great
commercial and cultural centers. For instance, Samar-
gand was renowned even outside of Central Asia for
the production of high-quality glass and paper. Famous
scholars such as the astronomer al-Biruni (973-1048),
the mathematician Khorezmi (c. 780-850), the physi-
cian Ibn Sina (Avicenna; 980-1037), and many others
lived at this time.

In 999, the Karakhanid dynasty began to supplant
the Samanids in Samarqand and Bukhara. The new
rulers even pushed south of the Amu Dar’ya, but Mah-
mud of Ghazna (971-1030) stopped them, and the
river became the dividing line between Khorasan and
Mawaraannahr. Thus, by the end of the tenth century
the territory of the Samanids was occupied by the
Karakhanid and Ghaznavid dynasties.

In Khwarizm, in the western part of present-day
Uzbekistan, a new Muslim dynasty was founded in
1097 CE by Qutb al-Din Muhammad bin Anushtegin.
This Turkic dynasty, which was called the Anushte-
gins (Khorezmshahs) in historical sources, gradually
attained great power and became independent from
another Turkic tribe, the Seljuks, in 1127. The
Anushtegins were able to control the huge territory of
Central Asia. During their rule, culture, economy, and
science flourished.

The Mongol Era and the Reign of Timur

Mongols conquered Central Asia between 1219 and
1221 under the leadership of Genghis Khan (c.
1162-1227), and his second son, Chagatai (d. 1241),
ruled the region. Mongols destroyed many cities and
killed and enslaved thousands of peasants and crafts-
men. In 1238, a great revolt against the Mongols
started in Bukhara under the leadership of Mahmud
Tarabi. However, it was suppressed.

In the middle of the fourteenth century, a battle
against the Mongol empire began in Mawaraannahr
under the leadership of Timur (1336-1405), who had
once fought with Chagatai. Timur created a great
kingdom from India to the Volga River and from the
Tian Shan Mountains to Bosporus. Timur chose
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Samarqand, one of the oldest cities in Central Asia, as
the capital and built many great mosques and gardens.
His rule and the rule of his descendants were marked
by the development of irrigation, arts and crafts, trade,
literature, science, and art in Samarqand and
Mawaraannahr. Timur was a cruel conqueror. He
slaughtered thousands of inhabitants of the cities that
rebelled against him, especially at Delhi.

The Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries

At the beginning of the sixteenth century, nomadic
Uzbeks, the Shaybanids, conquered most of Central
Asia and ruled until the Ashtarkhanids, the group from
the ruling house of Astrakhan (the town near of the
mouth of the Volga), came to power in 1601. In 1753,
the dynasty of the Mangits, an Uzbek tribe that was
dominant in the central regions of Mawaraannahr,
came to power in Bukhara and ruled until 1920.

At the beginning of the eighteenth century, Fer-
gana became independent from Bukhara, and there the
khanate of Quqon was founded. In the first quarter of
the nineteenth century, it possessed Tashkent and the
region of Syr Dar’ya. In 1511, the khanate of Khorezm
was founded at the northwestern part of present-day
Uzbekistan, and by the end of the century Khiva was
chosen as its capital. Thus, there were three states in
Central Asia before the Russian conquest: the
Bukhara, Quqon, and Khiva khanates.

Nineteenth-Century British-Russian Rivalry

In the nineteenth century, Central Asia became an
object of rivalry between Russia and Britain. Czarist
Russia strove to capture Central Asia’s raw materials
and to prevent British penetration into the territory.
In 1860, Russia invaded Central Asia and conquered
it by the end of the nineteenth century. In 1876, the
Russians dissolved the khanate of Quqon but allowed
the khanates of Khiva and Bukhara to remain as pro-
tectorates. The Russians created the province of
Turkestan, with its center at Tashkent. It was ruled
by a governor-general.

On 30 April 1918, the Turkestan Autonomous Re-
public under the Russian federation was founded. In
February 1920, Soviet power came to Khorezm, and
the Khorezm People’s Soviet Republic was estab-
lished. In September of that year, the Bukhara Peo-
ple’s Soviet Republic was also proclaimed.

In October 1924, following the establishment of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the Soviet So-
cialist Republic of Uzbekistan (SSRU) was founded. It
included Samarqgand, Syr Dar’ya, the Fergana regions,
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and the territories of Bukhara and the Khorezm Peo-
ple’s Soviet Republic. Tajikistan was a part of the
SSRU until 1929, when it became an autonomous re-
public. In 1936, the Karakalpak Autonomous SSR was
joined with Uzbekistan. In 1956 and 1963, the
Mirzachul Steppes were transferred in portions from
Kazakhstan to Uzbekistan. Some of the area was re-
turned in 1971.

During the Soviet period, Russia exploited Uzbek-
istan for its tremendous productivity in cotton and for
its other natural resources. Moscow controlled Uzbek-
istan’s economic and political contacts with the rest of
the world. The Republic of Uzbekistan became inde-
pendent on 1 September 1991, following the collapse
of the Soviet Union. On 2 March 1992, Uzbekistan
joined the United Nations.

Akram Khabibullaev
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UZBEKISTAN-POLITICAL SYSTEM Uz-
bekistan is home to the Uzbek nation, a Turkic-speak-
ing people with a proud history and rich culture.
While Uzbekistan’s multinational population includes
Kyrgyz, Tajiks, Turkmen, Kazakhs, Karakalpaks,
Slavs, and many other groups, Uzbek national iden-
tity has undergone a significant revival since national
independence in 1991. In December, 1998 Uzbekistan
symbolically celebrated the re-creation of its past by
awarding the country’s highest honor, the Order of
Emir Timur, to Uzbekistan’s president, Islam Kari-
mov (b. 1938). The award was intended to mark the
country’s achievements in creating a sovereign state,
increasing respect for Uzbekistan around the world,
strengthening civil peace and national accord, and pro-
moting Uzbek cultural values.

Islam Karimov, while rhetorically championing de-
mocratic values and market reform, has steered a
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course toward concentration of executive powers. A fi-
nancial specialist and former head of the Uzbek re-
public’s Communist Party during the Soviet period,
Karimov established himself as the strongman of Cen-
tral Asia in the first period of Uzbekistan’s indepen-
dence. In 1983, Karimov was named minister of
finance. In 1986, he was named vice chairman of the
Council of Ministers and chairman of the State Plan-
ning Committee. In June 1989, he was appointed first
secretary of the Uzbekistan Communist Party Central
Committee. In March 1990, he was elected president
of the republic by the Supreme Soviet (a legislative ap-
pointment—not a popular election). In December
1991, he was elected by popular vote. Karimov’s sup-
porters see his rule as reinforcing "Central Asian val-
ues"; critics view his leadership as reinforcing
authoritarianism and despotism. Karimov justifies the
severe paternalism of his government in his book
Uzbekistan on the Threshold of the Twenty-First Century.

Constitutional and Legal Framework

The preamble of Uzbekistan’s constitution
(adopted 8 December 1992) states that one of the prin-
cipal goals of the people of Uzbekistan is to "create a
humane and democratic rule of law." The constitution
guarantees the rights of freedom of speech, assembly,
and religion, as well as the right to express one’s na-
tional heritage.

The constitution specifies a branch system of gov-
ernment with a division of powers. The president di-
rects the executive branch. The legislature is the Oliy
Majlis (Supreme Council). Uzbekistan’s three-tiered
judiciary system is composed of the Constitutional
Court, the Supreme Court, and the Arbitrazh Court
(Commercial Court). There are local courts as well at
the municipal level.

In theory the judiciary is independent, but in prac-
tice its capacity to function as an independent branch
of government is limited. While the constitution de-
scribes the legislature as the highest organ of power,
in fact the country has a unitary presidential form of
government. Furthermore the branches are not co-
equal or balanced; the executive branch is dominant
in virtually all matters. The president acts as the head
of state and executive authority in the republic, and
there are no meaningful lower tiers of independent au-
thority (for instance, no federal divisions).

Executive-Branch Functions

The president’s executive powers are extensive: he
has the right to form a government; direct the gov-
ernment; appoint and dismiss the prime minister and
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cabinet ministers; appoint and recall diplomats; estab-
lish and dissolve ministries; appoint and dismiss the
procurator-general and his or her deputies; nominate
appointees to the Constitutional Court, Supreme
Court, and board of the Central Bank; appoint and
dismiss judges of regional, district, city, and arbitra-
tion courts; appoint and dismiss hakims (governors or
mayors) for violations of the law; suspend or repeal
acts of hakims; sign all laws of the Oliy Majlis or re-
turn them for reconsideration; declare a state of emer-
gency; serve as commander-in-chief of the armed
forces; declare war; award orders and medals; rule on
matters of citizenship; issue amnesties and pardons;
and appoint and dismiss heads of the national security
service.

The president is elected by direct, secret, but not
necessarily competitive, election for a term of five
years. According to the constitution, a president can
hold office for no more than two terms. After state
service, the president becomes a lifetime member of
the Constitutional Court. Islam Karimov was elected
president in March 1990 by Uzbekistan’s Soviet-era
parliament. He was reelected in December 1991 in a
popular election, running opposed and winning 86
percent of the votes. A March 1995 referendum ex-
tended the president’s term of office to January 2000,
matching the terms of the Oliy Majlis deputies (par-
liamentarians) and allowing Karimov to stand again
for election. In December 2001, the Oliy Majlis
adopted a resolution calling for a presidential election.
If the resolution is implemented in 2002, a referen-
dum may be held allowing Karimov to remain in of-
fice until 2007.

The three-tiered judicial system is subordinated to
the Ministry of Justice. The court system is funded
from the state budget. To avoid partisanship, no judge
may be a member of any political party. The procu-
rator’s office represents the prosecutorial arm of the
justice system and is responsible for public observance
of the laws. Procurators are appointed by the presi-
dent and are restricted from belonging to any politi-
cal party or participating in party activity during their
period of service. Local and neighborhood conflict-
resolution committees—the Mahalla—are reported to
function effectively on a local level in many areas, par-
ticularly rural areas.

In Uzbekistan, the parliament, the Oliy Majlis,
serves as an advisory and legitimating instrument, not
as a deliberative body. The core of Uzbekistan’s gov-
ernment is not the parliament or the courts, but the
system of administration that relies on the twelve veli-
atlar (former oblasts or regions) headed by hakims. Of
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the hakim appointments announced in March 1994, all
were ethnic Uzbeks; all had previously been oblast-
level Communist Party committee secretaries, and all
were members of the People’s Democratic Party of
Uzbekistan, the party headed by Karimov. The sys-
tem is prefectoral. Each hakim administers his or her
territory as representative, or prefect, of the president.

Competitive Politics, Elections,
Parties, and Civil Rights

Politics is not pluralistic in Uzbekistan: the politi-
cal process is carefully monitored and controlled. The
Central Electoral Commission (CEC) is a fourteen-
member board established by the Oliy Majlis on the
advice of the president. The CEC is responsible for
oversight of the nomination process and of cam-
paigning and for the organization of the election.
Campaign financing and campaign publicity are also
managed by the CEC. According to an election law
passed in December 1993, the right to nominate can-
didates is reserved to registered political parties, the
veliat legislative councils, and the Karakalpakastan par-
liament in the Karakalpak Autonomous Republic in
Uzbekistan. Political parties must also satisfy the ad-
ditional condition of having been registered with the
ministry of justice no less than six months before the
election, and they must have collected fifty thousand
voters’ signatures supporting the party’s participation
in the election. These and other restrictions on the
nomination process make it possible for the govern-
ment to exercise a determinative influence on the pre-
selection of candidates.

The People’s Democratic Party (PDP), the succes-
sor to the Communist Party, is the dominant party
and explicitly supports the president and the govern-
ment. Other political parties include the Fatherland
Progress Party, the Adolat Social Democratic Party,
the Democratic National Rebirth Party, and the Self-
Sacrificers Party (Fidoskorlar). In 1996 Karimov with-
drew from the PDP, claiming that the president
should be above partisan politics.

In Uzbekistan, as in many authoritarian contexts,
personalities play a more significant role than do prin-
ciples. When independence occurred—not as part of
an organic internal development but as the outcome
of a deal brokered by the disintegrating Communist
Party of the Soviet Union—the existing power struc-
tures reconstituted themselves as an independent gov-
ernment.

A political opposition did emerge on independence,
but the leading faction of the beneficiaries of the old
Soviet system used their established influence to brush
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the opposition aside. Uzbekistan embarked on a course
of national consolidation that emphasized the state as
the leading and guiding force of society. The consti-
tution adopted in December 1992 merely institution-
alized the existing political system. The government
publicly emphasized the Central Asian tradition of
strong but benign leadership. In private the govern-
ment relied on and even refined Soviet-style tech-
niques of manipulation and intimidation.

The Uzbekistan government’s record on human
rights is considered poor by most international hu-
man-rights organizations. Rights of speech, assembly,
and religion routinely are circumscribed by govern-
ment agencies that identify social stability and secu-
rity as the principal goal. In numerous documented
cases the security forces have arbitrarily arrested or de-
tained human-rights activists, religious activists, and
ethnic-group activists on false charges, by allegedly
planting narcotics, weapons, or forbidden literature on
them. Prison conditions are poor, and detention can
be prolonged. Police routinely infringe on citizens’
rights, and officials responsible for documented abuses
are rarely punished. After five terrorist bombs ex-
ploded near government targets in Tashkent on 16
February 1999, Uzbekistan security forces launched a
campaign of arrests and intimidation against many
seen as opposing the government. Also arrested were
members of the secular opposition, human rights ac-
tivists, and Muslim believers.

President Karimov has argued that economic de-
velopment, not European-style civil rights, is the true
fruit of national independence. Uzbekistan, stressing
welfare authoritarianism, has resisted counsel from in-
ternational organizations to embrace democratic prin-
ciples and processes.

Gregory Gleason
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UZBEKS The Uzbeks are a Central Asiatic people
who speak a language belonging to the Chagatay
branch of the Turkic language subfamily. In 1998, an
estimated 18 million Uzbeks lived in the independent
republic of Uzbekistan, located mainly between the
Syr Dar’ya and Amu Dar’ya Rivers in Central Asia.
Uzbekistan has an area of 447,400 square kilometers.
Its estimated 1998 population was 24.1 million, of
whom approximately 76 percent were Uzbek, 6 per-
cent other Turkic, 6 percent Russian and Ukrainian,
5 percent Tajik, and 7 percent other. Smaller num-

A Uzbek grandmother holds her grandchild outside their
dwelling in the desert. (BUDDY MAYS/COPRBIS)
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bers of Uzbeks also inhabit Afghanistan, other Cen-
tral Asiatic Turkic republics, and Russia.

Most Uzbeks are devout Sunni Muslims. They are
the least Russified of the Turkic peoples formerly un-
der Soviet rule, and virtually all of them still claim
Uzbek as their primary language. Parents typically give
their children Uzbek rather than Russian names. The
majority of Uzbeks live in rural areas, where extended
family households are common. Only two-fifths of the
population of Uzbekistan live in urban areas, and a dis-
proportionately high number of these urbanites are
Slavic peoples. In the late 1980s and early 1990s, many
Russians and Jews emigrated from Uzbekistan,
thereby changing the country’s ethnic composition
and opening up more technical and management jobs

for Uzbeks.

Uzbekistan’s population is youthful. Uzbeks have a
high birth rate and large families. Of all the former
Soviet republics, Uzbekistan has the greatest number
of mothers with ten or more living children under the
age of twenty years. In 2001, life expectancy at birth
was estimated to be sixty-four years.

The Early Uzbeks

The Turkic-Mongol tribes known as Uzbeks orig-
inated in Siberia and entered the land of present-day
Uzbekistan in the fourteenth century. They may have
adopted the name "Uzbek" from the Muslim ruler of
the Golden Horde, Oz Beg (Uzbek) Khan (reigned
1312-1341). The Uzbeks entered Central Asia under
the leadership of Abu al-Khayr Khan, a descendant of
the great Mongol leader Genghis Khan. Abu al-Khayr
Khan led the Uzbek tribes southeastward to the north
bank of the Syr Dar’ya.

In the late fifteenth century, the Uzbeks conquered
key portions of Transoxania (the region between the
Amu Dar’ya and Syr Dar’ya Rivers) and occupied the
major cities of Bukhara, Khiva, Samarqand, and Khu-
jand. Uzbek khans gained wide recognition for their
Sunni religious orthodoxy and cultured patronage of
the arts. They sponsored the construction of archi-
tectural monuments, such as mosques, Islamic semi-
naries, palaces, and bridges.

Over the centuries, the territory of what is now
Uzbekistan produced great scholars, poets, and writ-
ers. In the fifteenth century, the astronomer and math-
ematician Ulugh Beg founded a famous observatory in
Samarqand, and the scholar, poet, and writer ‘Ali Shir
Nava‘i greatly advanced Turkic-language literature.

During the reign of ‘Abd Allah Khan IT (1557-1598),
Uzbek rule was expanded in Balkh, Samarqand,
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Tashkent, and Fergana. Uzbek hegemony extended
eastward as far as Badakhshan in present-day
Afghanistan and East Turkistan (roughly today’s Xin-
jlang Uygur in northwestern China) and westward to
Khorasan and Khwarizm in present-day northern Iran.
Thereafter Uzbek power and influence declined, reach-
ing a low point by the mid-1700s, with military defeats
by the Iranian ruler Nadir Shah. Three Uzbek-domi-
nated polities, known as khanates, emerged in the eigh-
teenth century at Quqgon in eastern Uzbekistan,
Bukhara in southern Uzbekistan, and Khiva on the
lower Amu Dar’ya.

Russian and Soviet Rule

Czarist Russian forces advanced southward, con-
quering Bukhara in 1868, Khiva in 1873, and Quqon
in 1875. The Russians incorporated the Uzbek lands
into the province of Turkistan and linked it to the
rest of the empire via telegraph, telephone, and the
press. Railroads reached Samarqand and Tashkent by
1905. Despite being ruled by czarist colonial admin-
istrators, the Uzbek intelligentsia and clergy of
Bukhara and Khiva resisted the influence of Russian
educational, religious, economic, and governmental
institutions. At the same time, however, a group of
reformers known as Jadids worked with the support
of Russian governors to prepare a number of young
urban intellectuals for change in their economy and
society. The Jadid era (1900-1920) produced a num-
ber of modern poets and writers, who produced many
of the first indigenous plays, stories, and novels of
Central Asia.

The Russian Revolution of 1917 caused instabil-
ity and conflict in Turkistan, as Muslim resistance
and attempts to establish an autonomous govern-
ment were defeated by the Red Army. By 1921,
Communist-dominated politicians held power. In
1924-1925, they designated the region of Central
Asia with an Uzbek population majority as Uzbek-
istan and incorporated it into the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. The authorities soon granted
Uzbekistan the formal status of constituent republic
of the USSR. Uzbeks constituted a minority in the
capital city of Tashkent and were underrepresented
in the Soviet bureaucracy and administration; Slavic
peoples—Russians, Ukrainians, and Belorussians—
constituted the majority.

The Communist political purges of the 1930s ex-
acted heavy casualties, especially among Uzbekistan’s
relatively small class of intelligentsia and leaders.
World War II brought major demographic changes,
as the Soviet authorities moved thousands of Russian,
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Polish, and Jewish technicians, managers, and teach-
ers to the towns and villages of Uzbekistan.

During the 1980s, Islamic religious practice surged,
transforming many aspects of Uzbek life, especially in
the towns of the Fergana Valley and other concentra-
tions of Muslim believers. This resurgence affected the
republic’s cultural life through the increased activities
of religious schools, neighborhood mosques, religious
orders, and religious publishing ventures and through
the Islamic Renaissance Party.

Throughout most of the Russian and Soviet eras,
the Uzbeks maintained significant portions of their
cultural traditions. In athletics, wrestling, horse rid-
ing, and team competitions continued to be popular.
In rural areas, both men and women continued to wear
distinctive Uzbek dress. For their homes, Uzbeks con-
tinued to prefer simple, one-story structures, like those
of the past, built around courtyards planted with fruit
trees and gardens open to the skies but closed off from
the streets.

At the same time, many Uzbeks acquired Russian
as a second language, and compulsory school atten-
dance raised the literacy rate for both males and fe-
males to above 90 percent. Until the 1980s, most
Soviet Uzbek authors produced tendentious novels,
plays, and verse in line with official Communist Party
themes. Since the 1990s, however, younger Uzbek po-
ets and authors have broken away from the sloga-
neering characteristic of Soviet Socialist Realism.
Attempts are also being made to revive classical Uzbek
musical forms.

Postindependence

Uzbek political leaders declared Uzbekistan’s in-
dependence from the Soviet Union in 1991. How-
ever, the Uzbek Communists retained political
power and prohibited opposition parties from
participating in the 1991 and 1994 elections. The
government’s human rights record has drawn inter-
national criticism, although the government has
promoted the reclamation, renovation, and reconse-
cration of many smaller old mosques. Communist
authorities had relegated these to serve as garages,
storehouses, shops, slaughterhouses, or museums.
Muslim artisans have accurately reconstructed these
damaged buildings as part of a comprehensive drive
to recreate the Islamic life suppressed by the Com-
munists between 1920 and 1990.

Paul J. Magnarella
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VALIKHANOV, CHOKAN (1835-1865), nine-
teenth-century Kazakh explorer and scholar. Regarded
by many scholars as the first Kazakh intellectual, Chokan
Valikhanov was born in 1865. A grandson of Ablai Khan
(1711-1781), the last great khan of the Kazakh Middle
Horde, Valikhanov (also known as Mukhammed
Khanafiia) was initially educated at home, and in 1847
he entered the newly opened Omsk Kadet Korpus as the
first Kazakh admitted to the institution. While there he
studied history, geography, mathematics, and classics of
Russian and Western literature. Graduating in 1853, he
worked for the office of the governor-general of West-
ern Siberia, where he became a close friend of the Russ-
ian novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1821-1881), recently
released from internal exile in Siberia and assigned to
serve five years in a disciplinary battalion, and Petr Se-
monov- Tian-Shanskii (1827-1914). In 1856 he partici-
pated in an expedition to Semirechye province, where
he became the first person to write down parts of the
great Kirgiz oral epic Manas. Two years later he under-
took a clandestine journey to Kashgar in Xinjiang, where
he gathered economic and political information for the
Russian government. His reports were published in the
journal of the Russian Geographic Society and trans-
lated into German and English. Honored for his ac-
complishments, in 1860 he was assigned to the Asiatic
department of the ministry of foreign affairs in the cap-
ital, St. Petersburg. His health weakened by the ardu-
ous journey to Kashgar, he returned to the Kazakh
steppe to recuperate from complications due to tuber-
culosis. He died near present-day Almaty in April 1865.
In 1904 an edited volume of his collected works was pub-
lished by the Ethnographic Section of the Russian Ge-
ographic Society.

Steven Sabol
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VAN (2002 est. province pop. 851,000). The city of
Van (estimated 2002 pop. 253,000), the capital of the
province of Van, is located in eastern Turkey on the
eastern shore of Lake Van; the population is now
largely Kurdish. The city, with an altitude of 1750 me-
ters, is in the valley of the Nemrut and Suphan moun-
tains. During the thirteenth through seventh centuries
BCE the Urartean empire flourished in this area, and
Van was its capital in the eighth century BCE.

After Nineveh, capital of the Assyrian empire, fell
in 612 BCE, the city was successively occupied by the
Medes, Persians, and kings of Pontus in northeastern
Asia Minor. During the first century BCE it was part
of the kingdom of the Armenian king Tigranes I (c.
140-c. 55 BCE). The Romans, Sasanids, and Arabs all
sought to conquer Van in the seventh century CE; it
fell to the Arabs.

During the eighth century the region came under
the rule of the Armenian Bagratid dynasty, and the city
later became the capital of Vaspurkan, an independent
Armenian state. The city of Van was occupied by the
Byzantines in 1021 and then fell to the Seljuks after
the battle of Manzikert (1071). The Ottoman sultan
Siileyman I conquered Van in 1543, and the city re-
mained under Ottoman control until the Russians oc-
cupied it from 1915 to 1917, during World War . The
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years 1896 and 1913 were times of terrible massacres
and deportations of Armenians in this area.

Remnants of Armenian churches, Seljuk and Ot-
toman mosques, and the citadel still exist. North of
the city lies the site of Toprakkale, an ancient Urartean
city that has been excavated.

Lake Van is the largest body of water in Turkey
and the second largest in the Middle East. Its natural
beauty has recently begun to attract tourism. The
economy of the province of Van is based on the pro-
duction of fruits, vegetables, skins, and grains.

T. Isikozlu-E. F. Isikozlu

VARANASI (2001 est. pop. 1.1 million). Varanasi
(also Banaras, Benares, or Kasi) is for Hindus the most
sacred city in India. Located at a bend of the River
Ganges, it lies on the left bank, near the eastern bor-
der of Uttar Pradesh State, and nearly 700 kilometers
east-southeast of Delhi. Although the devout com-
monly equate its extreme sanctity with extreme antiq-
uity, dubbing it "the oldest city on earth," archaeology
shows that it had its origins during the Iron Age, in
the eighth century BCE.

The biggest attraction in the city, for pilgrims and
tourists alike, is the celebrated ghats, broad steps that
lead down to the river and that feature a constant com-
merce in ritual bathing, religious teaching, cremation
of the dead, or—for very poor families—launching of
corpses into the river current. Of all the ghats, the
Manikarnika Ghat is considered the most sacred and
is consequently the one most pictured. It is one of five
celebrated places of pilgrimage within the city. Build-
ings of note within Varanasi include hundreds of tem-
ples and shrines, preeminently the Durga Temple

Hindus bathe in the Ganges River in the holy city of Varanasi.
(ALISON WRIGHT/CORBIS)
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(miscalled by Europeans the Monkey Temple) and
Benares Hindu University. The city has a wide range
of handicrafts and is especially noted for its brasswork,
silks, shawls, and embroidery. Because of the thou-
sands of pilgrims and so many old people who come
here in the expectation of dying, the city does a brisk
business in cheap hotels and hospices.

Just outside the city (7 kilometers) is the site of Sar-
nath, where Buddha preached his first sermon in about
530 BCE. Its Deer Park is still maintained as an im-
portant archaeological site.

Paul Hockings
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VEDDA The Vedda (also Vadda, Veddah, Veddha,
Vaddo) are an indigenous people of Sri Lanka. They
are divided into three groups: The Bintenne Veddas,
the Anuradhapura Veddas, and the Coast Veddas. The
Bintenne Veddas live in an area in the southeastern
region of the island, the Anuradhapura Veddas live in
North Central Province, and the Coast Veddas live on
the central coast. The Vedda population is small,
though an accurate number has yet to be recorded. A
1970 census counted more than 6,600 Anuradhapura
Veddas. Bintenne and Coast Vedda populations are
probably significantly smaller.

Until recently, many Vedda maintained a way of
life based on hunting and gathering and shifting agri-
culture. The increase in the population of Sri Lanka
and the modern importance of cash cropping rather
than trade and reciprocity has changed Vedda subsis-
tence activities a great deal. The Anuradhapura Vedda,
traditionally shifting agriculturists, now obtain most
of their income as agricultural wage laborers outside
their own villages. The Coast Veddas fish, practice
some shifting agriculture, and also work as casual wage
laborers. The Bintenne Veddas still maintain hunting
and gathering as a way of life. In recent years, they
have asked for land to be set aside on Sri Lanka as a
Vedda reservation. The government has provided as-
sistance by way of agricultural cooperatives and de-
velopment societies.

Traditional villages consisted of huts of wattle and
daub or plaited palm with packed earth floors. Re-
cently, the government has begun subsidizing the con-
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struction of tin-roofed brick houses with concrete
floors. Within the villages, kinship provides the ma-
jor social structure. Vedda caste specialization, hunt-
ing, and spirit mediumship are important in
interaction with the Tamil and Sinhalese.

Vedda religious beliefs, like their language, have
been strongly influenced by their Tamil and Sinhalese
neighbors. Vedda groups located near the Tamil tend
toward Hinduism, while those located near the Sin-
halese tend toward Buddhism. All three groups use
some form of religious or ritual medicine, although the
state also provides free access to Western medicine.

Stephanie L. Ware
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VEENA In classical texts on Indian music, the term
veena refers to almost any string instrument, and at
least forty different types of veena are listed. Today,
the term refers to a particular type of stringed instru-
ment, of which about two or three closely related vari-
ants are in existence. Like other stringed instruments
in Indian classical music, the veena consists of a large
round wooden base and a narrower and longer body
also made of wood. On this body are attached brass
or silver frets, usually enough in number to cover two
octaves. There are about seven strings, of which at
least three exist to create a drone. Usually, only two
of the main strings are played on, by plucking. The
veena is held either horizontally across the player’s
knees or slanting against the shoulders. While these
broad features characterize a number of string instru-
ments in India, the veena group stands out in details
of construction, position of the main string, richness
of sound, antiquity, and association with vocal music.
Of all stringed instruments, the veena has been the
closest to vocal music traditions; its repertoire has had
much in common with that of vocal music, and the
veena has often been played and taught by great
singers themselves.

Tirthankar Roy

Further Reading
Krishnaswamy, S. (1965) Musical Instruments of India. Delhi:
Publications Division, Government of India.
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VELEYET-E FAQIH  Veleyet-e faqib literally
means "the authority or governance of the jurist” in
Arabic and "rule of the religious jurisprudent” ("ju-
risprudent” referring to one who is learned in law) in
Persian. In essence, it is the belief that an ideal gov-
ernment is one that is run by Islamic clergy who are
well versed in Islamic law, history, and theology. It is
a doctrine whose origins date back to 939 CE at the
beginning of the Twelfth Imam’s major occultation or
absence from earth. It was determined that scholars of
Shi‘a Islam were the most qualified to conduct gov-
ernment services during the Twelfth Imam’s occulta-
tion, which continues to the present.

Theoretically, veleyet-e fagib was contemplated in
the nineteenth century as a definite legal considera-
tion, but it became a political reality in Iran only un-
der Ayatollah Khomeini after the Iranian Revolution
in 1979. The ayatollah originally began developing
this concept in his first work titled Kashf al-Asrar in
1944 when he asserted the right and duty of Shi‘a
scholars to lead. During his exile in Iraq, he worked
out the details more fully in lectures, which were even-
tually published as Hokumat-e Eslami (Islamic Govern-
ment). When Ayatollah Khomeini rose to power in
1979, an Assembly of Experts was assigned to take on
the task of making his ideas into a viable political struc-
ture. The result was a government structure headed
by the fagih, who would be an Islamic theologian over-
seeing the executive, legislative, and judiciary branches
of government. Ayatollah Khomeini was Iran’s first
faqib, followed by the 2000 fagib, Ayatollah Khameni.

Howuman A. Sadri
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VIENTIANE (2000 pop. 233,000). The city of Vi-
entiane (or Viangchan, in Lao) is the capital of Laos
and central to the cultural, commercial, and political
life of Laos. It is situated in central Laos, along the
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Mekong River, and covers about 180 square kilome-
ters. Archaeological findings in the area have included
Mon artifacts related to the practice of Theravada
Buddhism. The earliest known settlement near pre-
sent-day Vientiane was Chandapuri (City of Sandal-
wood). The Mon lived in the area until about 1006.
The Vientiane region became a part of Cambodia dur-
ing Khmer rule (802-1431). King Xetthathirat (flour-
ished 1540s) made the city of Vientiane the capital of
Lan Xang, transferring the capital there from its pre-
vious capital, Luang Prabang, and constructed the fa-
mous shrines of Vat Phra Kaeo (1565) and That Luang
(1566), the latter being the national symbol of Laos.

The city remained the capital of Lan Xang through
the Lao-Siamese wars (1779 and 1826-1828). Follow-
ing Siam’s victory and the destruction of the city,
Laotian residents were forcibly relocated to Siam, and
the city became a ghost town. In March 1867, French
explorers found only a few residents, including monks
who were living in ruined monasteries.

The French made the city the capital of French Laos.
The city is comparable to Saigon in its colonial French
architecture. The French, in addition to providing their
rulers and armies with accommodation, erected monas-
teries and restored the ancient temples. Under French
rule, the population was largely Vietmamese. The Japan-
ese briefly assumed control of the city during World
War II; the French reassumed control in April 1946,
and the nation was taken into the French Union.

Laos gained independence in October 1953. It soon
had its own troubles, including war and civil unrest.
Vientiane was, like much of Laos, bombed through-
out both the war with France (French, or First, In-
dochina War, 1946-1954) and the Vietnam War
(Second Indochina War, 1954-1975). The Pathet Lao,
a Communist revolutionary group, seized power in
1975 and retained Vientiane as the capital of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic.

Tourism has flourished at traditional architectural
sites, such as Buddhist monasteries and monuments.
These include That Luang; Patousai (1958), a monu-
ment patterned on the Arc de Triomphe; and Vat
Sisaket, the only temple to survive the Siamese sacking
of the city in 1828 and Laos’s oldest surviving temple.

Linda Dailey Paulson
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VIETNAM-BPROFILE (2001 est. pop. 79.9 mil-
lion). Vietnam occupies the eastern portion of the In-
dochinese peninsula, bordered on the north by China,
on the west by Laos and Cambodia, and on the east
by the South China Sea. The area of the country is
slightly smaller (329,560 square kilometers) than the
state of California, although, in terms of people, for
every one Californian there are about two and a half
Vietnamese.

Geography
All Vietnamese children are taught in school that
their country takes the form of an elongated letter S,
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Country name: Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Area: 329,560 sq km

Population: 79,939,014 (July 2001 est.)

Population growth rate: 1.45% (2001 est.)

Birth rate: 21.23 births/1,000 population (2001 est.)

Death rate: 6.22 deaths/1,000 population (2001 est.)

Net migration rate: -0.49 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2001 est.)

Sex ratio:  0.97 male(s)/female (2001 est.)

Infant mortality rate: 30.24 deaths/1,000 live births (2001 est.)

Life expectancy at birth-etal population: ~ 69.56 years, male: 67.12 years, fe-
male: 72.19 years (2001 est.)

Major religions: Buddhist, Hoa Hao, Cao Dai, Christian (predominantly Roman
Catholic, some Protestant), indigenous beliefs, Muslim

Major languages: Vietnamese (official), English (increasingly favored as a second
language), some French, Chinese, and Khmer; mountain area languages (Mon-
Khmer and Malayo-Polynesian)

Literacy-tetal population: ~ 93.7%, male: 96.5%), female: 91.2% (1995 est.)

Government type: Communist state

Capital: Hanoi

Administrative divisions: 58 provinces and 3 municipalities

Independence: 2 September 1945 (from France)

National holiday: Independence Day, 2 September (1945)

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal

GDP-eal growth rate:  5.5% (2000 est.)

GDP-per capita (purchasing power parity):  $1,950 (2000 est.)

Population below poverty line: 37% (1998 est.)

Exports:  $ 14.3 billion (f.0.b., 2000 est.)

Imports: $ 15.2 billion (f.o.b., 2000 est.)

Currency: dong (VND)

Source: Central Intelligence Agency. (2001) The World Book Factbook 2001.
Retrieved 5 March 2002, from http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook.

its two enlarged extremities filled by the fertile deltas
of the Red River in the north and the Mekong River
in the south. Central Vietnam is constituted by very
narrow stretches of coastal plains that are hemmed in
on one side by the elongated chain of mountains called
the Long Mountains (Truong Son) and on the other
side by the Pacific Ocean. The stylized profile of the
country as it is drawn on maps evokes the image of
the long bamboo pole with two baskets suspended at
both ends that is carried by peasants on their way to
and from the market.

The two main rivers of Vietnam are the Red and
the Mekong, which is called the Nine Dragons River.
The Red River owes its name to the red dirt that it
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carries over its course all the way from the southern
Chinese province of Yunnan to the Gulf of Tonkin.
The Mekong is a long river, linking together all five
countries of mainland Southeast Asia: Myanmar
(Burma), Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam.
The soil of the two deltas is fertile from the presence
of rich alluvium; in the rest of the country, principally
in the highlands, the soil is rather poor, because nu-
trients are leached out by a combination of rushing
rain water and scorching sun. Only about one-third of
the Vietnamese land is good for farming.

The mountains of Vietnam are not high. In gen-
eral their elevation ranges from 600 to 1,500 meters,
with the exception of the Fan Si Pan, situated in the
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northwest, which rises up to approximately 3,060 me-
ters. Rain forests, shielding a great variety of species
of trees, some of which are hardwood such as teak and
mahogany, cover virtually the entire mountainous re-
gion. These forests fit well the definition of the word
"jungle," if they are complemented with their exotic
fauna: monkeys, tigers, and elephants.

Rain, more than extremes of temperature, defines
the seasons, although the north sees a temperature
range from the high thirties (Celsius) in the summer
to about 10° or 5°C in the winter months of January
and February. Elsewhere, a moist and hot 30°C plus
endures pretty much the whole year round, except on
the slopes of mountains and possibly during the
months of December and January, when the atmos-
phere seems somewhat less oppressive. That discrep-
ancy is due to the influence of seasonal winds called
monsoons, which regulate the dry-cold and rainy-hot
portions of the year. The northeast monsoon that
brings cold and dry air from the Asian continent weak-
ens as it reaches the Hai Van Pass in central Vietnam.
Consequently, the southern half of Vietnam has a
more equally distributed, fresher weather through
roughly six months of the year. The other six months,
from about April or May to September or October, a
hot and humid wind blows from the ocean around the
equator toward the peninsula, bringing with it both
heat and rain.

People

Many different ethnic groups share the land of
Vietnam. The official census divides them into two
general categories: the "plains” people and the ethnic
minorities who generally occupy the highlands (with
the exception of the Cham, Chinese, and Khmer mi-
norities). There are up to sixty different groups, speak-
ing as many different languages. The plains people
consist of the Vietnamese who, from north to south,
the speak one common tongue. Vietnamese is an Aus-
troasiatic language that does not belong to the same
linguistic family as Chinese, although 70 to 80 percent
of its vocabulary is derived from Chinese words.

Traditionally, the Vietnamese were essentially a
small-agriculture, rural people. Villages constituted
their primary social units. Usually three elements fig-
ure in every village: a communal house, a pagoda, and
a pond. The communal house, called dinh, serves as a
meeting place for all activities common to all the vil-
lagers: administration, justice, police, jail. It is also a
place of worship in honor of the protecting genie, who
generally was an inhabitant of that village who ac-
complished some illustrious feat benefiting the coun-
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try: a general, a writer, an artist, a person of virtue.
The presence of the pagoda testifies less to the num-
ber of Buddhist followers than to the patrons of past
dynasties, who manifested their devotion by erecting
shrines in almost every village of the realm. Although
the majority of the villagers may claim to be Buddhists
or may go to the pagoda on the first and the fifteenth
of the lunar month, they all practice the cult of an-
cestors mixed with a tinge of Taoism and Confucian-
ism. In the past fifty years, a fourth component
surfaced in almost every village: a cemetery-memorial
to bury and honor the villagers who have sacrificed
their lives for the country.

Since the majority of villagers are peasants, life in
the countryside centers around the agricultural cycle,
which starts about a month before the first monsoonal
rains and ends with the drying of the unhusked rice.
In certain areas, the weather and the fertility of the
land permitting, that cycle repeats itself once or even
twice. Rural people can afford few days of rest. All cel-
ebrate the three days of Tet, the lunar New Year. An-
other two or three days’ rest occurs on the birth or
death day of the deity who is worshipped in the dinh;
in celebration, games, competitions, races, and the-
atrical performances are organized.

Cities, such as Hanoi, the present capital, and Hue,
that of the Nguyen dynasty in the nineteenth century,
were rare phenomena in the past. Many of the more
modern cities, like Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), Da
Nang, and Can Tho are products of the moderniza-
tion process that took place during the French colo-
nial period.

Economy

Vietnam is classified as a developing country, and
the average annual income of its citizens remains
among the lowest in the world ($333 in 1998). The
economic development of Vietnam suffers from three
serious impediments. During the time they controlled
Vietnam, the French developed only those economic
sectors that brought profit to the French themselves;
long wars have marred recent history; and a decade of
unfortunate postwar socialist experimentation with a
centralized economy has left deep scars. Since 1986
the government has adopted a new policy called doi
moi (renovation), which replaced a planned economy
with a market economy, allowed private ownership of
the means of production, and encouraged private in-
vestments from all sources. Since then, Vietnam has
become an exporter of rice, and the economic growth
stood for many years at around 10 percent until it was
drastically reduced by the Asian economic crisis of the
mid-1990s.
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The Future

Due to the tight control the government exercises
over foreign investments, Vietnam suffered only
mildly from that crisis. By 1998, the situation had re-
markably improved, with an increase in the produc-
tion of crude oil and some agricultural products such
as rice, pepper, and coffee. A bilateral trade agreement
with the United States that took effect in 2001 will fa-
cilitate the importation of Vietnamese goods into the
huge American market and thereby ease the pains of
a growing economy in the time of globalization.

Truong Buu Lam
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VIETNAM-ECONOMIC SYSTEM Viet-
nam is a poor, densely populated country, whose econ-
omy is based on agriculture—primarily wet rice
cultivation. More than 80 percent of the country’s 80
million people are engaged in farming. There have
been numerous attempts to industrialize, but the coun-
try’s infrastructure was devastated after decades of war,
while aid was wasted due to poor economic planning.

Post-World War II

In 1945, Vietnam inherited an economy from the
French that was poor, underdeveloped with a weak in-
frastructure, woefully exploited, and geared to serving
the colonial regime. The French, who had colonized
Vietnam from the 1860s, had changed landholding
patterns, creating millions of landless peasants and day
laborers who worked on French-owned plantations,
and had imposed taxes and corvée duty that kept the
peasantry in a cycle of indebtedness. State monopolies
and limited attempts to industrialize also distorted the
economy, which was then shattered by nine years of
anticolonial war between 1946 and 1954.
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Following the 1954 Geneva Peace Accords that saw
Vietnam divided into two halves at the seventeenth
parallel, the two competing regimes implemented sub-
stantially different economic policies. In North Viet-
nam, the Communist regime under the Lao Dong
Party (LDP) began to socialize the economy rapidly.
In the countryside, the LDP implemented a two-phase
land reform program to radically redistribute land and
abolish landlordism. The implementation of this pol-
icy was marked by mass violence as class labels were
applied. After two years, massive peasant unrest caused
the party to slow down the implementation of land re-
form. Despite an increase in the amount of collec-
tivized land, per-capita agricultural output actually
tell. The state monopolized the harvest and market-
ing of the rice, paying the peasantry below-market
prices for their crops, so that the urban proletariat
could receive subsidized food.

The urban economy of the north was also social-
ized through a strategy of Stalinist industrialization.
Private enterprise was abolished, trade was monopo-
lized by the state, and the north began a process of
heavy industrialization with massive amounts of Chi-
nese and Soviet aid. Between 1955 and 1965, North
Vietnam received $457 million and $364 million in
Chinese and Soviet aid, respectively. Central eco-
nomic planning was adopted and the country was put
on Soviet-style five-year plans. The fact that all eco-
nomic resources were directed to the war against U.S.-
backed South Vietnam, especially after 1963, caused
terrible economic dislocations and massive shortages.

In South Vietnam, the economy was a quasi-
capitalist system. Unlike North Vietnam, land in
South Vietnam was inequitably distributed, which in-
furiated the peasants who supported the communist-
backed Viet Cong National Liberation Front (NLF),
which promised land reform. The South Vietnamese
regime’s base of support came from the landlord class,
which resisted land reform, and the peasants suffered
under absentee landlordism, high rates of landlessness,
and high taxation.

The South Vietnamese regime was increasingly
dependent on U.S. economic aid, which by 1963
amounted to more than $1 billion. But unlike North
Vietnam, South Vietnam invested little of that aid in
industrialization; the economy remained overwhelm-
ingly agrarian. As in the North, the war caused mas-
sive dislocations. The government became increasingly
dependent on U.S. aid, having lost much of its own
revenue. The economy was also racked by inflation
and smuggling, and was dominated by an enormous
black market.
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Much of Vietnam’s farming still relies on human labor and man-
ual tools. In 2000, two women irrigate their rice field with wa-
ter transferred from a canal with a wooden paddle irrigator.
(AFP/CORBIS)

Reunification of the Two Vietnams

Following reunification under North Vietnam in
1976, Hanoi decided to socialize the southern econ-
omy rapidly: private enterprise was abolished; land was
collectivized; and wholesale, retail, and foreign trade
were nationalized. The ethnic Chinese, who domi-
nated the South Vietmamese commercial sector, were
persecuted and fled en masse. Additionally, radical
currency reform wiped out capital holdings. There was
a postwar economic malaise following the loss of Chi-
nese aid in 1978, the imposition of an international
trade embargo after Vietnam’s December 1978 inva-
sion of Cambodia, and the huge domestic expenditures
(amounting to one-third of Vietnam’s budget) for the
Cambodian occupation.

Although Vietnam joined the Soviet-led trade
block, the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
(CMEA), in 1978 and received approximately $1 bil-
lion in Soviet economic aid annually during the 1980s,
much of the aid was wasted, and the country suffered
huge trade deficits. The leadership believed that the
collectivization of agriculture in the South would lead
to net gains in output, but there were food shortages,
as output could not keep pace with the postwar baby
boom. In 1982 agriculture in the South was decollec-
tivized, and Hanoi began to experiment with Chinese-
style agricultural production contracts. In 1986 the
country was wracked by triple-digit inflation and food
shortages.

The sixth party congress of December 1986
adopted an economic reform program known as doi
moi, or renovation. Agriculture was completely decol-
lectivized, and fifteen-year contracts for individual
production units were granted. As a result, Vietnam
went from a net importer of rice to the world’s third
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largest exporter within two years, between 1986-1988.
Vietnam also became the world’s second largest pro-
ducer of coffee robusta. Market forces were introduced
and central planning was eliminated for all but essen-
tial commodities. Vietnam rejected a model of heavy
industrialization in favor of sectors in which its econ-
omy had a comparative advantage: agricultural com-
modities (rice, coffee, rubber), natural resource (oil
and natural gas) exploitation, and labor-intensive man-
ufacturing. The labor market was freed up. Foreign
investment was courted, and the government began to
market the country as an offshore center for manu-
facturing. Currency reform eliminated the inflation-
ary forces caused by an overvalued currency and the
black market. Having withdrawn from Cambodia in
1989, Hanoi began to renew ties with the international
community. Embargoes were eased, and bilateral and
multilateral lending and development assistance re-
sumed. This was essential, because Hanoi lost all So-
viet aid and subsidies by 1991.

The Vietnamese economy slowed down by the mid-
1990s, hampered by its half-capitalist, half-socialist
system. Vietnamese authorities slowed implementa-
tion of the structural reforms needed to revitalize the
economy and produce more competitive, export-
driven industries. Although the government had em-
barked on reforming woefully inefficient state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) and had pledged to shut some
down, eliminate subsidies, and equitize other SOEs, it
failed to implement a comprehensive solution. Al-
though there are now only 5,300 SOEs, down from
12,000, they remain a terrible burden on the economy.
Privatization of state enterprises remains bogged down
in political controversy, while the country’s dynamic
private sector is denied both financing and access to
markets. There is concern over high rates of unem-
ployment. Complicating SOE reforms is a banking cri-
sis, brought on by triangular debts and nonperforming
loans. In addition, the revenue base remains small and
tax collection sporadic.

The Asian Economic Crisis that began in August
1997 was a serious blow to the Vietnamese economy.
Some 60 percent of Vietnam’s exports went to Asian
states, but with the sharp decline in the currencies of
neighboring countries, Vietnam faced greater compe-
tition from its neighbors. Its gross domestic product
(GDP), which grew by 8.5 percent in 1997, fell to 4
percent in 1998 and rose slightly to an estimated 4.8
percent in 1999.

Refusal to liberalize trade has led to smuggling and
huge trade deficits. In October 2000 Vietnam signed
a bilateral trade agreement with the United States that
greatly liberalizes the Vietnamese trade regime, ends

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



state subsidies, and paves the way for Hanoi’s entry
into the World Trade Organization.

The initial reforms that decollectivized agriculture
greatly improved the standard of living in the coun-
tryside; beginning in the late 1990s, however, there
was widespread unrest as a result of corruption, in-
equitable distribution of land, and the many new taxes
and fees. Despite the early gains of the reform pro-
gram that saw a rise in agricultural production and in-
comes, these gains have leveled off, and the country is
now confronted with a rapidly rising urban-rural in-
come gap. As a result, there is both increased tension
as well as a rapid rise in urban migration. Although
the economy grew at an average 6.7 percent annually
in the 1990s, Vietnam remains one of the least devel-
oped countries in the world.

Zachary Abuza

See also: Doi Moi; Mekong Project; New Economic
Zones
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VIETNAM-EDUCATION SYSTEM  Since
Vietnam was occupied by China between 111 BCE and
939 CE, the Vietnamese education system was initially
developed resembling the Chinese hierarchic Confu-
cian examination system. This system mainly served
for the recruitment of loyal civil servants, who were
trained according to Confucian morals and ethics. The
main educational content of the system was taken from
the Chinese Five Classics (Y7 jing, or Classic of
Changes; Shu jing, or Classic of History; Li ji, or Book
of Rites; Shi jing, or Classic of Poetry; and Chungiu,
or Spring and Autumn Annals), and the Confucian
Four Books (Da xue, or Great Teaching; Zbong yong,
or Doctrine of the Mean; the Analects, and Mengzi,
or Mencius.) However, Mahayana Buddhism also had
some important influence on the system.

Because the Vietnamese language originally lacked
its own script, the civil-service examination system
used Chinese characters as a teaching and learning
medium. During the thirteenth century, Vietnamese
scholars developed the first national script system
(nom), which, while based on Chinese characters, was
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built around the Vietnamese pronunciation of words.
However, this script did not spread among the com-
mon population, because it demanded extensive
knowledge of written Chinese. In the sixteenth cen-
tury, Christian Portuguese and French missionaries
arrived in Vietnam and later developed the currently
used quoc ngu script, which uses Latin alphabet with
diacritical signs. During colonial occupation, the
French proclaimed Vietnamese, written in guoc ngu,
and French the two official languages.

Education in the Colonial Period

After several changes, the colonial education sys-
tem eventually comprised three years of elementary
school (certificat d’études élémentaire indigene), three
years of primary school (certificar détudes primaires
franco-indigene), four years of complementary primary
school (diplome d‘études primaires supérieurs franco in-
digene), and three years of secondary school (baccalau-
réat local). Serving the extensive needs of the colonial
government for low-paid civil servants, the colonial
education system focused on practical training and on
the acquisition of the French language. In addition, al-
though the final official Confucian examinations were
held in 1918, during most of the colonial period tra-
ditional Confucian instruction continued to exist, as
did Buddhist education, provided for future monks.

Education in the Two Vietnams

During the separation of the country between 1954
and 1975, two different education systems developed.
In the North, President Ho Chi Minh (1890-1969)
launched large literacy campaigns that were highly
successful. Educational reforms were aimed at estab-
lishing a socialist education system, modeled on the
Soviet model. The school system was composed of
nine (later ten) years of schooling in total (4-3-2, later
4-3-3). Various vocational secondary schools an