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Abstract

Why do ethnic minority groups play or not play football? The answers might be different
depending on specific socio-cultural contexts. This thesis concentrates on the Uyghurs and the
Kazakhs from Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of China. By situating the diverse
participants (young footballers, coaches, parents, government cadres in charge of sports, and
fans, etc.) in the late-socialist China where marketization led by state domination and appeal
to nationalism, this thesis seeks to answer the major research question: How do ethnic relation,
state governance, and social mobility shape the discourse or phenomenon, which | call, the
SULVH RI ;LQMLDQJ \RXWK IRRWEDOO""

$V HPSLULFDO GDWD LQ WKLV WKHVLYV the ptshWiedeD WH W
the youth play football; rather, it might be seen as the field where grassroots of ethnic
minority groups and the state compete, compromise or cooperate for defining identities and
values; furthermore, it might be the Bourdieusian social field, in which ethnic minority youths,
as agents, involve in football and aim of converting their capitals for achieving upwards social
mobility.

By jointly analysing discourses and practice related to ethnic relation, nationalism and
marketizing in Xinjiang youth football, this thesis argues that Wil LQDfV DXWKRULYV
sport officials selectively embrace logics of marketization and competition to ease ethnic
tensions and to seek regional stability in Xinjiang, the popularization of football reflects and
contributes to public debates on inequalities existing betwixt classes and ethnic groups.
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Chapter 1 Introduction

Perhaps, all stories in this research were initiated in 1997. In that year, Hong Koreg was r
turned to China, and many Chinese believed that the national humiliation in the past a hundred
years was finally wiped out. In that yyaWW KH 2FKLHI GHVLJQ BéehgRXiadpikgH 5HIRU
passed away. Many Chinese sighed that Deng could not catch up to witness the Handover of
Hong Kong, and they also recalled to mind that it was Deng who had made the crucial decision
that had changed many of their lives. It was also in that year, the CCP (China Communjist Party
held its 18" National Congress, anW KH QHZ OHDGHUVKLS GHOLYHUHG D UH
Great Banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory for an All-Round Advancement of the Cause of Building
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics into the twenty-#&3i QW XU\~ )RU PDQ\ &KLQHV
in state narrative, 1997 was a year of pride, honour and hope. Although not everyone knew what
Chinese NationaliswaV RU ZKDW 36RFLDOLVP ZLW Kvas, knbsp of thele& KD U D F \
dinary Chinese were inspired by thdRJW\TV RSWLPLVWL FRoQav&roopeWeatthy "'UHDF
more happiness, and more respect, they were ready to enter the new century.

However, for some other Chinese citizens who were living in Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region (XUAR), 1997 was a year of bitterness. In the beginning of that year, in tHe city o
Ghulja, a youth football tournament was suppressed by the local authority, giving riseeto subs
quent series of demonstrations that eventually led to the Ghulja intidéet. that incident,

XUAR strengthened its governance and ethnic relations were once highly strained (Dautcher
&KHQ J)LQOH\ ,Q WKH HQG RI WKDW \HDU &KLQD
in the Asian section of the 1998 FIFA World Cup qualification, losing to fourB&st teams in

the same groupAlthough there is seemingly no correlation between the two things, for some of

1 Ghulja is Yining ¢+ ) in Chinese. The Ghulja incident was the culmination of the Glmutitests of 1997, a series of
demonstrations in the city of Ghulja, the capital city of Ili &ldz Autonomous Prefecture of XUAR, beginning and soon being
suppressed in early February 1997. The Ghulja incident is stilist) for few documents have been released and there exist
diverse interpretations on its cause and casua¥itsas some informants in this research recalled, it was a youth footlall tou

nament that sparked this incident. The significance of the Ghalgent for this research will be examined in chapter

2 Four teams in the same group with China were Iran, the Saudi Arabiajtkund Qatar. The four teams then were
QDPHG 3:HVW $VLDQ ZROYHV™ E\ &KLQHVH PHGLD



our informants in this thesis, the significance of the two things means far more than the Hando-
YHU RI +RQJ .RQJ 'HQJ, ot WK 8 LD natidhel Dondress.

On an ordinary winter day of 1997, the 27-year-old Kazakh physical education teacher,
Keran, went into the office of the local Sports Bureau DiretEnur years ago, Keran, therfo
mer Xinjiang youth football team member, had completed his refresher course at the regional
normal college, and returned from the capital Urumgi to his hometown Altay in North Xinjiang.
As a retired footballer, Keran organized a student football team in his own workplace, Altay N
Middle School. Since then, this team, representing Altay Prefecture, had been participating in the
annual regional youth football championship. Yet in the end of 1997, all governmental agencies
LQ ;8%5 LQFOXGLQJ VFKRROV ZHUH VWLOO FDUU\LQJ RXW 3¢
and football had somehow become a taboo topic. Keran worried that his team would be disband-
HG 7KDQNV WR PDQ\ SHRSOHYVSpbrisRBuMaW and th® Giditle ¥cHedl WKH
WKDW KH ZRUNHG IRU ILQDOO\ DJUHHG WR .HUWQdNMU-SURSRV
dents and training in the next summer. Then anxious Keran never expected that, twenty years
later, he would become the first Chinese Kazakh grassroots football coach, who passed through
the national selection and was sent to Manchester, England, to receive high-teR& \EH W KH
EHVW ™ DV yiuth fddddalGecaaches training.

2Q DQRWKHU RUGLQDU\ ZLQWHU GD\ RI %HJODQ RQH
PLGGOH VFKRRO JUDGH WZR FDPH LQWR .HUbd3.MMYatRvialsL FH Z LV
the well-known sport papéiootball, printed several weeks ago in Guangzhou. What caught this
.DIDNK \RXQJ ER\YV H\HV zZzDV D VKRUW DUWLFOH LQ WKH FRF
state football governors why not to cultivate more Xinjiang ethnic minority footballers. The art
cle arguedWKDW WKH PHQYTVY QDWLRQDO IRRWEDOO WHDP ORVW W
Saudi Arabia, but there was still a hope. As this article suggested, since Xinjiang was closed to
the Mid-East area and Xinjiang ethnic minorities were physically like Western Asian, iathe n
tional team would recruit some of Xinjiang ethnic minorities footballers, China would be able to

defeat those M-East competitors in the future. Beglan could not agree with this article more so

% For the sake of protecting informaftsLGHQWLW\ DOO QDPHV RI LQIRUPDQW\WR QUHERBXWXGRQ\F
WKH LQIRUPDQWVY VFKRRO DIILO LKkpaMih@RpQbllcWig@eRW JLYHQ H[FHSW IRU ZHOO



that he recommended this paper to KRre KRSLQJ WR KHDU KLMWhénRaDgrsK TV R SLC
sive Beglan never had thought that, twenty years later, he could become a football coach in one

of the biggest professional clubs of China at a developed coastal province. And he wowuld not e

pect that WZHQW\ \HDU ODWHU PRUH SHRSOH EHOLHYHUuULQ WKH 3
periority" ZKLOH KH KLPVHOI ZzDV QRW D VXSSRUWHU RI WKDW Yl

,Q WKH VDPH ZLQWHU 3DUKDW ZKR zZDV RQH RI .HUDQTYV
football team, was preparing the last matches in season 1997. The failure of the national team
was indeed frustrating, but Parhat was more concerned about his own career. In the last year, he
was transferred from a club in the superior league to the present club in the second &ague, b
cause he rarely had opportunities to play in a match in the former club. As the only one Uyghur
professional footballer in the 1990s, Parhat could not understand that there were so many Uyghur
kids fond of playing football on the street, why there was only one staff member working
Xinjiang Football Association (XFA), and that only staff member was in fact his father. And he
could not understand why only he himself could go out of Xinjiang and enter a professional club.
The then perplexed Parhat had never exuktttat, twenty years later, he could be one of the
coach staff in China national U19 football team, and there would be four Xinjiang ethni¢-minor

ty footballers in this team.

One of the four Xinjiang footballers in U19 national team was born in 1999. His name is
Erpan Ezimjan. Surely, in 1997, this then unborn Uyghur boy would not have known that he
would score a goal twenty years later while representing China, and his wonderful barb and his
FHOHEUDWLRQ PRYHPHQW DIWHU WKDW JRDO ZRXMaBgSURYRN
HWKQLF PLQRULW\TV SK\VLHAP BesWisS heUHak bielvél eXxpedthat e H
would has yet to g a contract with any professional club in his nineteen even though his goal

has surprised many Chinese fans.



Figure 1-1 Erpan Ezimjan (No. 13 in Red) Wonderful Barb on Pangal@urnament 2017. Photo: Osport.

PRLL NSNS P

Source: CCTV (QY>MZ Si#Aze!%0j (N °b U19&3fG 1-4"B!IN&fi © (USDQ :RQGHUIXO %DUE &KLC

Loses to Hungary 1-4). At
http://sports.cctv.com/2017/05/17/PHOAnmMI7o0DRUCcNK9jFKjlgoY170517.skthilsivwW\Ve7ufgWg417051 &c-
cessed 6 June 2017.

Two of the above four footballers are my informants. | extract fragments from their life in
the past two decades between 1997 and 2017, trying to outline a transformation. Football used to
be a forgotten or even forbidden sport from the perspective of Xinjiang government. Now it turns
RXW WR EH D SDUW RI WKH 3&KLQD 'UHDP" WKH V\PERO RI H
prospect and the approach for many ethnic minority youth and their families to increase domestic
income and win respect. If anyone visits Xinjiang, it would not take long time for them to notice
and witness the enthusiasm of local people on football (Figure 1-2; Figure 1-3). Via theperspe
tive of football, this thesis tries to examine the situation of Xinjiang under the late-socialist China.


http://sports.cctv.com/2017/05/17/PHOAnml7oDRUcNk9jFkjIgoY170517.shtml#4hUwWVe7ufgWg4170517

ng Football in the Old Town, HasEity

Figure 1-2: A Group of Boys Were Playi
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Source: Shot by author. July 2015. The Old Town, Kashgar Cishd@a Prefecture, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region (XUAR).

Figure 1-3: Riding His Horse into Sayram Lake, A Boy was Tryingdk &8 His Football Kicked into the Lake

Source: Shot by author. July 2015. Sayram Lake, Bole City, Bortatg®ldutonomous Prefecture, XUAR. Two

photos were shot in the same journey before | conduct my figkdwor



Following sections of this chapter will give readers a broad review. The first section intro-
GXFHV WKH WDUJHW SKHQRPHQRQ RI WKLV WKHVLVn-WKH 3UL
troduction on its social background. The second section gives research questions and defines the
scope and significance of this study. As the part of literature review, the third section gives a
theoretical and methodological fundament of this thesis. The forth section introduces field sites
and major target groups of my informants: Kazakh and Uyghur football boys and their coaches,
who live and receive trainings in regular schools of North Xinjiang and South Xinjiang, and in
professional football school of Guangdong Province. The last section presents the organization

of the whole thesis.

1.1 The Phenomenon*5LVH Rl WKH ;LQMLDQJ <RXWK )RRWED

Chinese athletes have remarkably won numerous world titles and Olympic medals in many
sports since the reform era that began in 1978, WhdH 3HR S O H | Chibdd PRE GdsF R |
been one of the most dominant countries in recent editions of summer Olympic Games since
2000. Thus, many Chinese are proud of their national achievements on the world sport stage.
However, football HV S H F L Bf6otall Phidsafvkwardly no connection with those hondurs.

After establishment of the professional footb@IHDJXH LQ footbdH HEQdmé one
of the earliest marketed sports in the PRC )RU ODVW WZR GHFDGfddhallesiQ TV SUI
earn much more than other Chinese athletes.iproved income does not bring improvest n
WLRQDO WHDPVY FRP SAftéV theViirdR ghd DRlyJdriReJdualif&tidn for the final

tournament of the FIFA World Cup in 2002, Chinese football declined due to many reasons, in-

4,Q WKLV WKHVLV , FKRRVH 3IRRW E D D @satitn fodtbbH af soéeer Whkt s diffsrengim DOV R NQR

American football, to ensure the consistewith current appellatioaugiu([C«) in China.

Football in this research refers to the sport that is widely recogagzéamed in England in the mid-nineteenth century.
This sport is now under control by its international governing bod¥§é&adeération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA).
In the history of mankind, although there exist many forms of spgwatemploys the legs and feet in tough tussles for the ball in
many other places of the world (for instanceju” gH in ancient China), only the association football has become the $orld
favourite game (FIFA n.d. a). It is still unclear and controversial vemetkju in ancient China had influenced the origin of the
PRGHUQ IRRWEDOO /LX =KDQJIJWKHNMQUKHYGEVDQGBEUDZ RQ VRPH &ML QHVH VFKRC
had already been extinct during Yuan Dynasty (12388) and had nothing to do with the modern football @aah Xing 2008).



cluding top-levelR 1 L F L D O V 1 inFftReUdb b &8I\Wdveraing bodwidespread match-fixing

and S O D \gablifig in the league, and the drain of young talents in the grassroots. On the one
hand, many Chinese view oth& O D \tdWiiplfs as national glories.n@he other hand, some

fans feel the depression of football as a national humiliation and critiques have alvays be
flooding the public debate (Xu 2008a:217; Xu 2008b

Just as the anxiety about China football spread in the first decade of the twenty-first century,
there was a remarkable new trend arising in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR),
China. Since around 2011, the mainstream mass media and social media started to extensively
cover Xinjiang football, with the focus on three aspect: (1) Ethnic minority players, represented
by Mirahmetjan Muzepper, Bari Mohamed&lErjet Erzat and Erpan Ezimjan, from Xinjiang
have been selected to China national teams, winning the opportunity to play and even scoring
goals; (2) Xinjiang eventually has its own professional football club, and has begun to compete
in the China League One (CL1(3) Primary school and middle school students from Xinjiang,
representing China, have made impressive achievements in international competitions, and
sometimes even defeated opponents by gap sided scores (Urban Mornin@&dg Youth
Daily 2013; Xinhua 2015aXinhua 2015b Wenweipo 2015}.These media reports easily give
the public an impression that Xinjiang youngsters, especially Uyghur and Kazakh, love playing
football and seem to be very good at playing football. The media were screaming3frai_
jlang Forcef $PD]LQJO\ (Bihj)akgWiliang jingyan jueqi 3XE."CawjR ,A] ), and
Xinjiang football talents suddenly rush out overniglikinjiang zugiu ziyuan fangruo zai
yiyezhijian turan jingpensXE.][C«\0>8 §R&D “(A 6e;J)@P =& ) (Southern Metropolis Da
ly 2011, Wenweipo 201h

This discourse or phenomenon, what has bEdDOOHG 3WKH ULV Hodal;LQMLDQ.

(Xinjiang gingshaonian zugqiu de jue§XE.fa+t. ][C«F,,A] ), currently causes heated public

debates in China. Fans out of XinjiangR U 3L (Neid), Q&d), are VXU SUL YV pigysiceWw WKH 3

® China League One, also known as Chinese Football Association IGigae O&3][C«DULAP ¥, is the secondivi-
sion of Chinese professional football system. The Xinjiang team tinaindly participates in CL1 is Tianshan Leopgid, ¢

\l ). Urban Morning ¥-2=0\c5"U ) is a Xinjiang local newspaper, as a subsidiary under control by XUk pewspaper.



T X D Q&Hahiti suzhi*Sj|LEV ) of Xinjiang youth; some of them were impressed by those en-

thusiastic Xinjiang youth born in poor families; and some of them blame national sport govern-
ing department why it has ignoréitbse talents of Chinese football for such a long fien-

jlang fans, including Hans and ethnic minorities, are proud of their young fellows: some of them
LQVLVW WKDW ;LQMLDQJ \RXQJ SOD Yyedlfér ipathelKshaukithavwe 3 Q D W )
been selected into China national teams (Figure 1-4); some of them call the state provide more
preferential policies to support, and appeal to entrepreneurs for investment on Xinjiang;football
and some of them ask for a more equal environment for Xinjiang ethnic minority players, for
they believe that their fellow players have been squeezed out by Han coaches, teaminates a
managers. Beyond the passion, some people, no matter whether they are from Ximdg or
choose to be cool bystanders: some question the true competence of Xinjiang football, they won-
der why most of those gifted youth in the end give up their footballer career or, for those luckie
ones, turn to mediocre adult players; Some blame that the conceptional backwardness of Xin-
jiang sports authorities for not following the market causes the waste of talents; some of them
critique that some entreprenefirsPRWLYDWLRQ W R fdétRall ikl hothiy but.aghg D Q J
to commercial interests; and some of them avoid participating in sensational debate, but go deep
into the grassroots to film documentaries. By this way, they claim to show the true picture of
Xinjiang football (The Paper 2017). In these noises, the teenagers themselves, their parents and
coaches are the most silent groups, who rarely come out to speak their words.

S ILWHURIGOPLIKW EH WUDQVODWHG DV 3LQODQG" +REHYHBED W)YV UHVHDUF

refers to the huge area constituted by over twenty developedl@asieveloping inland provinces of the PRC, where Han
&KLQHVH GRPLQDWH )RU UHVSHFWLQJ GDPOQM V¥ R LhEidiKQAPRY HHRIHENVAY R QR WOKRHAD @ KU
provinces out of Xinjiang.



Figure 1-4 Passionate Fans of Xinjiang Football

Source: Tianshar(i{l, MZ). 2015a O&3][C«F,-"6A 5XE.fa+1. ][C«_y. F$+y&th (The Hope of China Football:

A Review of Xinjiang Youth Footbalh Recent Years) Afttp://news.ts.cn/content/2015-

01/27/content_10958934.htm accessed 8 December ZOMSEH LQVSLUHG E\ WKRVH \RXWKVY KHDU
some passionate fans with great prides put a slogan bar at Urumgi ErgangnSked is the home venue forxi

MLDQJ 7LDQVKDQ /HRSDUG VD\LQJ LQ EIRWK.R® 0 FHRXH 6 K& 9GS IJOK IVEDD M R 2\

Should we keep a distance from ordinary fans enthusiasm and examine current debates on
SWKH ULVH RI ;E@MAIDQQ DRXW[MVHQGHG VRFLDO FRQWH[W ZH
ty. Within the PRC, the multi-ethnic state, most of Han Chinese and Xinjiang ethnic minorities
lack the opportunity to interact with each other in daily life. Xinjiang is a distant and mysterious
place for the majority, whil@eidi provinces may not be mysterious but still far away for many
of the ethnic minorities who had little chances to go out of Xinjiang. Many of Han Chinese easily
IDOO LQWR WKH SDWWHUQ RI 3, QWHUQDO 2ULHQW®®L.VP " WR
ic people (Schein 2000). At the same tim VXFK 32WKHULQJ ™ SUD&®WasoH DQG ¢

"ItisworthtoQRWH WKDW WKHUH DUH WZR &KLQHYVHPRODWQIEFWHNW V. \EBY LIG A X;Q M RDJQ
which ethnic group two fans holding the slogan bar belong to. Yiet] that, based on fieldwork experience, many ethnic fans,
including Uyghur, Hans, Kazakh and Hui, agree on the opinidriXihgang could contribute greatly to China football.


http://news.ts.cn/content/2015-01/27/content_10958934.htm%20accessed%208%20December%202015
http://news.ts.cn/content/2015-01/27/content_10958934.htm%20accessed%208%20December%202015

been applied to understanding of the Han Chinese societies by some ethnic minorities in Xin-
jiang.

In recent years, for many Chinese, Xinjiang is not only a distant and mysterious place, but is
more like a synonym ofchaos or danger. Xinjiang society, in the party-state narrative, has
EHHQ IDFLQJ KXJH Shidé EVDFR Y W€ theVI80SANnd the primary polit
FDO WDVN IRU SDUW\ RZzwehHMaiRainingGtddilipyQaftel tie July 2009
Urumgq;i riot? Some journalists have observed a new trend in China society that the Chinese pub-
OLFTV IHDU DQG KDWUHG LQIOXHQ FH stuationERAUKInGd& RV WLF D
Muslim sentiment over China's social media scene (Lugiu 2016; Mu 2016). As no surprise, this
3,VODPRSKRE Ltbe" HanHIDiGege Wigmatizing specific ethnic minorities in northwest
China, especially Uyghur and Hui (Liu 2016). Meanwhile, many of the Xinjiang ethnic minority
groups feel annoyed and depressed for such negative tagging on themselves. And some of them
especially educated youth, use respective ways trying to reverse the mainstream sociaf-misunde
standing'°

8 The Three Evils are defined by the Chinese government as "terrsgparatism and religious extremism". The phrase
is frequently used when referring to counter-terrorism operations undeltpkba Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), a
Eurasian political, economic, and military organization which was fedimad 2001 in Shanghai by the leaders of China, Kazak
stan, Kyrgyz Republic, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, and Uzbekidténtefm is controversial. Some scholars think tire a
thority selectively ignores poverty in the public debate; instead tighasize that terrorism, together with separatism amd rel
JLRXV IXQGDPHQWDOLVP FRQVWLWXWHY RQH RDEGVELGIVWHOBIN D /W WARK REK QDJ WL WO B W
rity and regional stability (Chung 2006).

° Jveiwen’ DMWUJ’in Chineserefers to maintaining stability.

The July 2009 Urumgqi riots were a series of violent riots over severaliuaysroke out on 5 July 2009 in Urginthe
capital city of Xinjiang. The first day's rioting, which involvedieast 1,000 Uyghust began as a protest but escalated inte vi
lent attacks that mainly targeted Han people. Peh@lemed Police were deployed, and two days later hundretaiofpeople
clashed with both police and Uyghurs (Xinhua 2009

1 There are many such cases, especially in mass media, arts and spoesaré evidences of official supports behind
some of these actions. For instance, Kurbanjan Samat (2015ghaiijyhotographer, takes pictures of people from Xinjiang -
and hopes his work will break down barriers amid the minds of i@aimese people. There are other examples that goad inte
tion has the opposite effect. For exam@ld)yghur FHOHEULW\V RSSRVLWdZARQI @V R KL IQH \QHZRPEDRPHQJ 31C
LQJ Sdfa'travel platformODXQFKHG E\ &KLQDYTV ODUJHVW RQOLQKH RPPIHEH (KRR PS\D/Q D X\
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Since 2013, the new Chinese leadership has promote®#fteand Road initiative, which
will make Xinjiang one of crucial region affected. In the realm of football, the new leadér Pres
dent Xi Jinping (Figure 1)shas made no secret of his passion for the sport and expressed wishes
for Chinese football with very detailed objectivE€uth China Morning Post 201&inhua
2015c; The New York Times 20178V LQWHUSUHWHG LQ V Ré&thill RGP " WR L
LV D SDUW RI WR DFKLHYH 3&KLQD (Thél W&l Stré&etJotimkdl Qad6/H JR Yt
Xinhua 2017b). Then in 2015, the General Office of the State Council (2015) printed and issued
the Comprehensive Plan for Football Reform and Development in China, which signified that
further reform of football as a natiahevel strategy. As a part of this strategy, in the same year,
six state ministries and administrations, including the Ministry of Education (MoE 2015a; MoE
2015b) and the State General Sports Administration (GAS), jointly issued guiding opinions on
accelerating the development of youth footbdlaQ VFKRROV W PHDQV WKDW WKH
is officially launched nationwide.

Figure 1-5: Xi Jinping, then Chirfavice-president, kicks a football during a 2012 visit to Croke Pafhuiniin,

Ireland. Photo: Reuters.
-
'. ﬂ
- O . “ "‘
* . %

A
nd

6RXUFH 6RXWK &KLQD ORUQLQJ 3RVW O L¥%H;LM-IL@QB DO B WV 9H.D P3 ORDL YWRRR
*U H D W Q Hitpv/Mim@ngcmp.com/news/china/article/1657332/beijing-boost-football-xi-jinpings-
favourite-sport-100000-students-threeessed 16 December 2014

V HQ W L Fret,Qhw Wublic mostly criticize this Uyghur celebrity, for they argthed Feligious notions should not interfere
ZLWK WKH VHKEXD& TGmeD2IBAH UV
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http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1657332/beijing-boost-football-xi-jinpings-favourite-sport-100000-students-three%20accessed%2016%20December%202014
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1657332/beijing-boost-football-xi-jinpings-favourite-sport-100000-students-three%20accessed%2016%20December%202014

Some people in the Xinjiang football circle hence believe that since Xinjiang is important in
the 3% HOW DQG 5RD & RVRDUDWHISRIUQNGY KDYH PDQLIHVWHG WKH
nation on supporting football, thus, many resources would be introduced to XUAR, so that the
3*ROGHQ btonly Ribjiang football, but also China football, is eventually coming.

' LQMLDQJ WKH &KLQDTV 0OXVOLP ERUGHUODiIg@GndWM&H FUXF
negatively tagged region in eyes of many Han Chinese, unexpectedigdehteipublic debate
via football. In the past decade, a series of social incidents on Xinjiang and national strdtegic po
icies emergedd LPXOWDQHRXVO\ ZLWK WKH 3ULVH RI). WoQidithe QJ \R X W
a coincident? Owas there any causal connection? It is true that humanities and social science
need to find out the consequences of historic facts. Yet, it is more important to note that, in this
UHVHDUFK PRVW GLVFXVVDQWVY KD E WheéXtbe® ddtlsis @ihjiartggd SD WV
football. This dualistic pattern, as | note at least, incluaggi versus Xinjiang, the central gov-
ernment versus the local government, Han Chinese versus ethnic minorities, seculariration ve
sus religion, Muslim versus non-Muslim, etc. | doubt whether this dualistic narrative could help

us, or in contrast, prevent us from seeing the whole picture and the essence of the problem.

1.2 The Research: Questions, Scope and Significance

This thesis propos¢ WKDW LW LV LPSRUWDQW WR H[SORUH WKH 31
EKLQTaBWRFLDOLVP-VRFLED@DLWPHA , GUDZ RQ DUJXPee@W RI =KD
that Chinais undergoing a profound transformation under multiple socioeconomic forcek: acce
erating marketization and privatization, entrenchment of global capital, and lingering socialist
institutions and practices. For the purpose of this thesis, | understand those socioeconomic forces
in late-socialist China as a set of narratives, practices, governance, policies, and techniques that
seek to extend the principle of state-nationalism, ethno-nationalism, state governance,anarketiz
tion and meritocracy into the realms of Xinjiang youth football. All these forces result in ideas of
aggression and utilitarianism in the realm of football, which overly emphasize competition and

efficiency while neglect the social inequality.

Existing literatures of social sciences and humanities on Xinjiang emphasize several groups
of conceptions, including ethnic minorities and the state, ethnic identities and Chinesd-nationa

ism, and accumulation and resistance, etc. (Yee 2003; Starr 2004; Bovingdon 2010; Finley 2013).
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Table 1-1: General Chronology of Related Events

vents
\F\ State Xinjiang China football Xinjiang football
Year
{ Z]v u v—e v A < A -
2002 team qualified in FIFA i{n Ur{l\r/npi YlvPolvP &}}s oo 7 .
World Cup a
2005 { &}pv }( > }u% VvC
{ lJilvP { dzZ (waaf2008 reasedbhe
2008 .
Olympic Games pubt
N
200 E . ZO}QIPTHTiVC) ]h"q { VE]r JEEU%:{ hCPZUE %0 C & D]E Zu &
riot-su campaign of CFA selected in the national youth team
{ E] D}Z u o] %0 C Jv -
{ WEIA]V {-z V Pz “_V A CSL, as the first Uyghur football players to
: starts his governing ; : :
2010 precture Aid in Xiniiang with his kicked goal on the Asian Champion Leagu
Program " ’ -g" { &] v D]E Zu 8i v A E
soft tactics . .
national Olympic team
{yh Z E o « {'pvPizZ}p . . . .
2011 youth football Evergrande first won {out}hufootfjllll u | s Es s} &
project the champion of CSL y
{E A Z]v
2012 leadership came
to power
{ ylvi] vP u v—< (}}8S 00 § wu
on the National Games;
{ Tiii d] v vu { hEpu<«<] E}XA WE]Ju EC ~ Z
Square suicide attac { 'p vP1Z}p national shool football cup champion, then
2013 { % E]o Tii7T Evergrande firstwon defeated South Korean and Janpanese te:
unrest Asian Champion Leagtin an international youth football
tournament and won the champion;
{s8zZ —~"]ol Z} &}}8 oo ]G
monument built in Artush
JU { &]E+S y]Jvi] VP % E}( **]}vVv
;tt;él'(_a SHVU]VFE (D vee v 813y okickedoffin CLO;
: —. N o . v
{ % @E]o 118 disqualifiedfor FIFA &+ = ! 1Z %o C & &i & &I 8
2014 . National Olympic team, then signed a
attack; world Cup Final for .
N . contract with Portuguese club, became the
{ D C 17iid hE latestthree times i L .
first one Xinjiang football player who kicke
attack . .
in European professional league
{dz ~s 5 Ll BvVvPIZip
. . Evergrande won its
printed and issued . .
.~ second Asian champio
the Comprehensive in the Asian Champion
2015 Plan for Football ) P
Reform and League;
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Developmentin e
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China - :
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2016 Xinjiang, strengthed Evergrande won its six . . . .
" : o . domestic and international professional
social stability’ CSL champion . A
olicies leagues, this number was 1 during the whc
P 1990s.
{ os v Z
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These studies have provided crucial anthropological understandings of state power in complex
contemporary Xinjiang society, but we still know little about how social domains such as schools,
families, discourses and other social institutions function in everyday life of specific realm such

as footbal. TKH WHUP 3JRYHUQPHQWDOLW\" Zddvvrihglprdsticdswhat DQ G\
aims to shape, guide and affect the mind and conduct of pessenghy of our note and useful

in this research (Foucault 1991; Zhang 2001). Some of governmentalities such as the disciplines

of human bodies and regulations of stud&stghi (quality, LE\'), as following chapters will

illustrate, have already been applied in Xinjiang youth football to produce its participants best
VXLWHG WR IXOILO W K HBraw¥H1998;PAHapiv20 14b% RietefoleH Xinjiang
youth football is not just a game but a mirror that reflects how etynidentity, power and

market intertwine and reform the state-society relationship. In this sense, this thesis could be read

as an ethnography of changing Xinjiang state-society relationship under late-socialism.

More specifically, this thesis plans to provide an ethnographic perspective to examine what
conditions shapeé W K H U Lnjidtg RduthLfootball Why do various ethnic minority subjects
(young players, parents, coaches, teachers, and officials) participate in fodéthatl dd they
doin their acting process? What conceptional images and social consequences havectheir pra

tice led to?

Then, one of objectives of this thesis is to explore whether it is state power that is driving
the development of football in Xinjiang. If it is so, what is the mechanism? If it is not, what are
the driving forces? In the case of local youth football, how do various subjects haindteléhe
tionships with state power? Furthermore, in the process of involving football, what is the relation
between the central and the local, between the ethnic majorityttand minorities, and between

ethnic minorities?

In the end, this thesis seeks to discuss how the pursuit of social mobility through raarketiz
tion of football is related to the changing state-society relationship in Xinjiang under late-
socialism. As the key subject, why some youngsters have chosen to pursue a professional career
while some have not? How have their agencies been shaped and affected by state power via
football? And inreturn, in what way have these subjects normalized the practice of state power?
Or is there any other reaction they have applied to? And how does this process ofanteeacti

tween subjects and state power embody Chia#e-socialist governmentality?
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This thesis plans to initiate the discussion above from three interrelated layers (Figure 1-6
(1) Ethnic relation; (2) State governance; (3) Social mobility. And the discourses and practice of
multiple late-socialist socioeconomic forces, as this thesis will illustrate, is like a hidden chain
that runs through the three layétsihey constitute the major research question of this thesis:

How GR HWKQLF UHODWLRQ VWDWH JRYHUQDQFH DQG VRFLDC
| R R W E D Qaie-sac@lisvGhida?

Figure 1-6: Visualized Framework on this Research

Legend: . .
J Ethnic Relation
Late-socialism in Chine {inventing Football
Tradition
{Discourse on Bodies

{Contest, Compromise
and Cooperation
between ethnic
groups

The Rise of
Xinjiang
Youth

: . Football Governance
Social Mobility Policies
{Transforming {Schooling

Capitals

{Subject's Adjustment

{Discourse on
Morality

{Discourse on Desire

“In WKLY UHVHDUFK WKH DXWKRU XVHV 3G L\HRXUW HUIBOW G MIRPEPDOI\W LFDO FDW!|
/06 ), which as Susan Brownell (1995: 23-24) took to refer to whatkeese in the PRC recognize as politicized discourses

distinguished from everyday speech. In the context of currenaOpdtiticized discourses are mostly presented via the1sta
media, and usually concentrate on debate between Communism/Sociali©aypétatism.
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7KXV LW PLJKW H[SODLQ ZK\ WKH DXWKRU JLYHAs 3)LHOG
empirical data Q@ WKLV WKHVLV LOOXVWUDWH WKH 3)LHOG RI 30D\
play football; Rather, it might be seen as the field where grassroots of ethnic minority groups and
the state compete, compromise and cooperate for defining identities and values; Furthermore, it
might be the Bourdieusian social field, in which ethnic minority youths, as agents, involve in
football and aim of converting their capitals for achieving upwards social mobility (Agergaard
and Sgrensen 2010:73).

It is necessary to note that this research is not a panoramic anthropological review to Xin-
jlang youth football. The reason is that, first, the phenomenon of this research is still in its pro-
cess of transformation. For instance, one of research targets are growing teenagers, thus, further
research might need a long-term tracking ethnographic method to collect data, at least, on the
youth.

Second, this research leaves out detailed discussions of peripheral participants, including
football fans and journalists, though their daily practice and speech are influential forehis ph
nomenon. Nor is this a research about football organization managers, especially managers in
professional clubs. Rather it is a study of pre-professional football undertaken within an ethnic

region on a national level.

The last but possibly most important reason is about gender. The main sources of-force di
ference analysed in this thesis are ethnicity, state power and class, not including gender. Al
hough I rarely discuss the role of women in Xinjiang youth football, it does not mean at | e
clude the significance of gender from this study. In fact, in the studied phenomenon, female are
never outsiders, and there are many young girls receiving training in regular schools or local
sports schools. Girls football teams also contest in regional football events, and many of these
girls have competitive skills and similar enthusiasm like their boy counterparts (FigiréHe
local government, as chapter 5 will present, shows equal attitude towards developing girls and
boys football, yet, girl§football has not flourished as bofsotball in Xinjiang From the public
and fans to coaches and male footballers, most of them show different attitudes towards male
football players and female footballers in terms of seriousness of their performance and career
prospect. Tiese facts make me focus daR \fddtball phenomenon, yet the research orientation

of this thesis does hmean that | choose to ignore the gender differences existing in Xinjiang.
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Figure 1-7: Kashgar Delegation Constituted of Boys and Girls teams dfidteey Ceremony of Regional Youth
Football Championship

Source: Shot by author. August 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgéeddure, XUAR. Seven teams participated in
JLUOVYT HYHQW RI WKH UHJLRQDO \RXWKWMRRRVERQ ONKKDW&LR GVXQBF HDIVE J
Existing literature might provide some clues to understand the gubbatempt for wn-
en$ football inXinjiang. The first factor is academic performance. Chen (2008) found that Xin-
jlang ethnic minority girl§lacademic performance at school is much better than their male peers
Thus, parents and teachers pay high expectationd lob O V § DpFoBp@dt Bd.that studying
and entering a college turn to be the core aim for school girls. As a result, the numberof girls
football participants is sharply smaller than b§yghe second factor is career expectation. Fo-
cusing on gender inequality in Xinjiang employment market, Zang (2002; 2012) points out that
though there are no obvious disadvantages on personal ability for female, Uyghur female are
significantly less competitive in the job market than Uyghur men, for Uyghur female have less
income and job options compared to Uyghur and Han male. Besides, the whole Xinjiang society
is comparatively conservative in terms of gender issue, the career expectations of whole society
tends to let women stay closed to their families. Therefore, few girls in school plan to take all the

risks of training and to be a professional footballer in the future and they, as one Uyghur girl told
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me, play football¥or pure fun and physique health but not 8D U H'HdXhird factor is Ch

Q Dlffirited female football market& K L (pibfessionalized female football league system was

first launched in 1997, but it has never been seriously seen as a counterpart to its male version
(Fan and Mangan 2003). In 2017, there are only eight clubs in the female leagu@ wiaileY V

top two leagues there are thirty-two clubs. More specifically, the amount of market sponsorship,
FOXEVYT LOQYHVWPHQW DQG |RRW EmoiessidnaMdothal && dradtly [@ss& KL QD
than the male counterpart. In conclusion, when analySti§R SOH TV G L | keimdrdlSgEW D W W L\
male footballersLQ WKH SKHQRPHQRQ RI 3ULVH, Beselfatvrsd BQue \R X W K

need to be regarded but they are not the focus of this thesis.

In what follows, | situate research questions as outline above in the larger fields of sport an-
thropology/sociology and history to briefly discuss how my thinking about these issues has been
shaped by existing theoretical literatures.

1.3 Literature Review

JRU D ORQJ WLPH &KLQHVH DQWKURSRORJLFDO VHVHDUF
FRQILQHG WR WKH GLVFXVVLRQ RI ¥WeasedisEuszibig Ravénsdi\ W U D G
marized ethnic minority traditional sportsinthe BIESOLQH RI SWKH VWXG\ RI HWKQ
HWKQRORJ\ RI VB&EUIMHWHDROOAFK OSSURDFKHY LV WR VWXG\ WK
specific ethnic groups via investigating their traditional sports (Li 2008). Another approach is to
explore an ethnic minority traditional sport & 3SFXOWXUDO KHULWDJH nbQG WR
IOXHQFH™ WR WKH UHDOLW\ IRU LQVWDQFH WR H[DRLQH WK
bines with the local education or tourism (Yunnan Social Development Research Centre 1995;
HL HW DO +RZHYHU WKLY DSSURDFK WR 3FXOWXUH" L
Abu-Lughod (1991) argues, is that it reifies differences between ethnic groups, espesially b

2In Law of the People's Republic of China on Regional Ethnic AutonoMyK H DUWLFOH UHatatheswW HV WKDW
importance to the inheriting and development of excellent traditiartalre of ethnic minorities, regularly host sports games of
ethnic minorities and joint performance of ethnic minorities to prospeautheal and artistic creation of ethnic minorities and
enrich the cultural life of peopl® | HWKQLF PLQRULWLHV" 6WDWH &RXQFLOVSRUWVSUFRDRD X&LQH
wushu, dragon boat, equestrian, fireworks, shuttlecock, swing, crosgbguwop ball and ethnic wrestling, are all officiabpr
grams in the National Ethnic Minorities Games. Some sports are very popsyecific ethnic minorities.
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W Z HH Q thXahthropological expertsD Q G 3 W #iel €xotic subject, at the same time ob-
VFXUH RWKHU GLIIHUHQFHYV VXFK DV JHQGHU DQG F®GDVV , G
WXUH" LQWR WKLV UHVHDUFK 7KLV VWXG\ ZDQWV WR DYRLG
3P R G H U Q™WSaRditigw, it should not be ignored that the enormous social transformation
under late-socialism is also impacting ethnic minority até@ke bodies of literatures on sports

in ethnic regions of the PRC is limited, and among these literatures, empirically groended r

search put under late-socialist China are sparse.

To VXP XS WKH SKHQRPHQRQ RI WKLV VWXG\ LW ZRXOG EH
Xinjiang who are keen on playing football in the early twenty-firdtl Q W X U \er wof@s,Rt\¥ K
a group of ethnic minority youths whBQJDJH LQ D 3 PRGHUQ VSRMavorGXULQJ
late-socialist transformation period. In terms of research questions, | think that it is necessary to
review existing bodies of literatures from, at least, two aspects: On theory, to review the relation
EHWZHHQ 3SHWKQLF PLQRULWLHY DQG VSRUW SDUWILOFLSDWLR
pological empirical research on state-sport-individual relationship in late-socialist Chinai- For in
tiating our discussion, a simple and feasible entry point might be to ask why ethnic minorities
play football.

1.3.1 Why Do Ethnic Minorities Play or not Play?

6SRUWV VRFLRORJ\ WHQGY WR UHJDUG 3VSRUWVOSDUWLFL
the most common social phenomena in the modern society, and one of the means for its social
members to learn or teach the social norm, tradition and ideology (Xu 2008c). Besides sociolo-
gists, many anthropologists and historians also contribute rich bodies of literature on interpreting

the relation between ethnic minority and sport participation. Someasoiitdrature examine the

B'UDZ RQ 6XVDQ %URZQHOOTV GHILQLDLHR § SR UW V niBHemR B @ DBHRIZATIY *
across national boundaries in the second half of the ninetemnttine, and most of theesports trace their present form to roots
in Northern and Wee HUQ (XURSH HVSHFLDOO\ (QJODQG 37 KOHO\VH W3IJUWWN VD RGF LH®H W H QH
wrestling, and so on. Basketball, baseball, and volleyball Werth American inventions intentionally derived from the English
PRGHO" ,Q DGGLW Iithese?3 A R G HARY &ESRAdNYEen on the Olympic program.

14 As Guan (2002) argued that the contemporary transformationiné&zhsociety does not synchronize in the social and
cultural aspects for the ethnic minorities: the impact upon the socisidrarationof the ethnic minorities probably brings the
possibility of cultural adaptation, nevertheless it also causes clasksasidnce.
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motivation of ethnic minorities to involve in sports (Lin 2010; Agergaard and Sgrensen 2010);
some explore the historical context of the development of a sport within an ethnic minority
community (Lin 2010; Bandyopadhyay 2010; Njororai 2010); some focus on the formulation and
implementation of ethnic and sports policies from the state level (Riordan 1977; Riordan 1991,
Brownell 1995). Why do various ethnic minority subjects (young players, parents, coaches,
teachers, and officials) like to participate in football? If this question is the starting point of this
study, the existing body of literature could provide many inspirations. Their explanations, as |
outline in this section, could be divided into five dimensions, which also, to some extent, reflect
how different people, including the grassroots, the academia, and governors of the state, unde

stand related issues.

Race

The typical logic of this theory is that ethnic minority people are born with gifted physical
and/or genic conditions, therefore they are born to dominate in certain sports. However, as Coak-
ley (1998:250) critiques, the fundamental problem of this theory is the confusion created by pe
ple when usingace andethnicityinterchangeably as they deal with issue related to hurean b
haviour. According to himace focuseson biologically based traits and characteristics, while
the definition ofethnicity IRFXVHY RQ FXOWXUDOO\ EDVHG RULHQWDWL
1998:250).

In both history and reality, the ideology of race has always been linked with sports. The
tendency to explain the achievement of athletes by skin colour is firmly grounded in Western
racial ideology. In Western world, this ideology emphasizes racial difference, like skin colour,
and leads to the tendency that people forget history and culture and continue to explain the
achievement of athletes by biology (Coakley 1998: 35#).many contemporary Western coun-
tries, society has been much friendlierctdoured peoplebut the ideology of race with altered

narrative still exists in sport. Take the United States as the example, the current tentleatcy is

5 The most notorious case applied to the ideology of racemeccin Nazi Germany. At #itime, the Hitler regime was
ready to use the 1936 Berlin Olympics to trumpet3syan superiority theory $ P H UttaEkDe@d field athlete Jesse Owens
won four gold medals and effectively struck back tAeyan superiority theory, but ironically, his superior athletic performance
deepened the anxiety and fear among some westerners agénsed peopléKass 1975h
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fewer people believe thahe white people are physically superior, but more people insist on the
myth that as a minority group, the African American have inborn physical and genic advantage
on sports (Hoberman 1997; Ferber 2083 0ome scholars who study sports have appealed to the
public to notice the biological meaninglessness of race (Hallinan 1994). Even though race is so-
cially, not biologically, determined, many researchers still try to explain the physical abilities and

achievements of athletes in racial terms (Coakley 1998:252; Lin 2010).

*OREDOO\ WKH 3SWKHRU\ RI UDFH ™ LV PR&atéte8SR ge@DU DQG
Moreover, it is common that majority and minority groups each takes what they need from this
theory for the sake of their own interests. In Chinese societies, for example, on the one hand,
some Han Chinese believe that ethnic minorities are gifted in art, music and sports, so that ethnic
minorities should focus on singing, dancing and sports as their career; on the other hand, if ethnic
minorities also acknowledge this stereotype on themselves and rationalize their poor academic
performance in schools, they would be more active to engage in cultural and sporty activities.
Some Taiwanese scholars have found that the stereotype on indigenous people given by Han
Chinese make a vicious circle: indigenous people focusparticular career, for instance pla
ing baseball, but neglect other career possibilities, this in turn will limit the development of in-
digenous people (Fu 1987; Lin 2010).

In this research, | note that many of the Han Chinese and ethnic minorities in Xinjiang, in-
cludng VRPH JRYHUQPHQW RIILFLDOV DJUHH WKDW HWKQLF PL
JHQLF DG Yob @obBaIlJ ¥ey, thisP\WK RI VSHFLILF HWKQLF JWRsXSVY SK
been tested to laakf sufficient proofs (Wang and Wu 2008). Still, | argue that it is important to
examine how the discourse of physique and genes is constructed in China, and how it has influ-
enced the Xinjiang case. By this means, it is helpful for us to understand the transfaming r

search phenomenon and discourse.

8t is easy to note that African American has dominated at least two dbuhenost famous professional leagues in
North America, basketball and American football. In addition, thexelso huge amount of excellent African American athletes
in other sports, including baseball, athletics and tkgpxin
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Tradition

7KLY WKHRU\ DWWULEXWHYV D JURXSTV LQYROYHPaHQW LQ \
tive is usually subjective, which claims that because our ancestors has been involved in playing
some sport long time ago, so now, our group members should also continue to participate in this

sport.

However, must a tradition be an unchangeable relic that has been inherited since ancient
WLPHV" 7KH FRQFHSWLRQ RI S\ WKH LQYHQWLRQ RI WUDGLWL
guestion, as it argues that many of the traditions that people love today are far less ancient than
they thought, and some are in fact introduced from outsides (Hobsbawm and Ranger 1983).
KHQ GLVFXVVLQJ RU SUDg \pdople gd deperrRieht hérd briahew imBde of
the past than on their vision of the future. Thus, some ethnic revival has led to the revitalization
of local games for recreating new values within ethnic communities (Wei et. al. 2012). Yet, some
ethnic groups have in fact stressed simultaneously both the distinctively traditional angt the di
WLQFWLYHO\ PRGHUQ DVSHFWV RI WKHLU FXOWXUHWRQG Wk
SPRGHUQLW\" E\ D VHULHV RI ULWXD@L]HG DQG LQVWLWXWLR

KHQ H[DPLQLQJ WKH UHODWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH 3SWKHRU\
SURYH RU GLVSURYH .Xet,We keydf s¢ader@ic RarkMsSI®Rdxakhine the process
KRZ D VSRUW EHFRPH D S WUDGLWLRQ" DQG WKH VLIAQLILFDQ
this research, one work is to contextualize Xinjiang youth football and to explore why a modern
sport, football, which was introduced to Xinjiang a century ago, could be seen as a tradition by
VRPH 8\JKXU 7KH PHDQLQJ RI WKLV DSSURDFK LV QRW WR HJ
DUH ERUQ WR S O DexdrRire \té& $ipdifizancdof Yovavhitg techngyia exploring

the process of constructing such discourse.

" For instance, Athletic Bilbao, the leading Basque team in Spanistaefolethigue, in the construction of a nationalist
community, insist in its particular style of play (fieriness and longgzsmd see this style as something peculiarly Baijue.
lauding both the Basque language (the only remaining non-Indo-€amopne in the continent) and Basque footlizdsque
ethno-nationalists could bridge the past and now, and protf@mselves and their fellows to be a very ancient people and a
very up-to-date one (MacClancy 1998a10; MacClancy 1996b
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Identity

As for identity, there are two widely shared bfdiamong humanists and social scientists.
First, a person can have multiple identities, and various identities are not mutually exclusive;
Second, identity is not stable, instead it can be fluid (Cornell and Hartmann 2007; Eriksen 2010;
Chee 2010). WhenideWLWLHYV PHHW VSRUWYV 3VSRUWY DUH zZD\V RI ID
PDQQHU D VSDFH IRU RQHVM&ELCldny WIK&#4)U VRFLDO ZRUOG’

Most people usually pay attention to the competitiveness of sports. Indeed, almost all sports
have rules to judge win and defeat. Such competitiveness makes sports as vehicles to categorize
humansnto diverse groups, like fans who support different clubs. Meanwhile, there are different
programs or disciplines among sports, and it is not hard to note that different sports have diffe
ent thresholds for participation. For instance, youth from working class would like to participate
in collective ball sports, like football, basketball and volleyball, or fierce sport, like boxing and
wrestling, but it would be difficult for their family to afford other sports, like golf, equestrian or
sailing (Bourdieu 1978; Schilling 1991; Xu 2008b). In these two senses, sports are vehicles of
identity, providing people with a sense of difference and a way of classifying themselves and
others, whether latitudinally or hierarchically (MacClancy 1996a:2). However, it is easyrto ove
look that sport does not always equal competition, and in many cases, sports require cooperation
or sharing'® In other words, individual or group can also have multiple identities based on sports,

these identities are not necessarily exclusive and unchangeable (MacClancy 1996a:3).

When examining the relation between nation (or ethnicity) and sports, one commonly
shared conclusion is that sports are uniquely effective in defining national (or ethnic) identity and
the sense of belonging (Hobsbawm 1990: 143). But it is important to be exact here, and to ask,
whose nation (or ethnicity)? Whose belonging? And during what time period? (Jarvie and Walk-
er 1994). If we are here discussing ethnic minority groups in a multi-ethnic state, likeGhe PR

we need to realize that when they participate in sports practice involves the identity issue, ident

18 There have been many cases of sports promoting diplomddgtary, for example, the famous PRSS table tennis
diplomacy in the 1970s, and the recent Iwrestling diplomacy. In that casdaping the same sport is not only the vehicle
that reinforce existing identity (Chinese/American, or Iranians/Americans)|dmitianeans to shape the new identity (we are

table tennis players/wrestlers).
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ty may be a dynamic and variable complexity. Does participation in sports lead to strengthened
boundary of their ethnic identity? Or, on the contrary, does it lead to a vanishment of tha-bound
ry? Or both occur? The investigation must be put in certain social context, and the factor of the
state should not be neglected.

AV WR WKLV UHVHDUFK WKH VWXnjaddetd @ R/UW KON PA IHRGR WLEVD
pealing but unclear. DrawonDUYLH DQG :DONHUTfV TXHVWLRQV VKR
\RXWK IRRWEDOO " FRXOG UHLQIRUFH 0af eth@ididgmity Wygh@rkK DW N L
Kazakh and others)? Or cultural identity (Chinese, Turkic, Islamic and others)? Or national iden-
tity (China and others)? Or regional identity (Xinjiang and neidi, South Xinjiang and North Xin-
jlang)? Or football fans community identity? Should we acknowledge there are such diversities
of identities, how do they relate to each other? What influence do they produce? All theese que

tions need to be examined in concrete context.

State Governance

The theory of state governance interprets sports as a process of governing. In this process,
the state usually encourages and supports ethnic minorities to participate in certain sports,
through schooling and ritualized sport events, to shape certain ideologies, including moral values
and social norms. At the same time, the state guides them to acknowledge the national/state iden-
tity (Brownell 1995:21-30; MacClancy 1996a:7; Lin 2010).

$V $OWKXVVHU DUJXHVY VSRUW IXQFWLRQV DV RQH R
In history of the Soviet Union, sport was utilized for socializing the population into the newly

established system of valuEsddowever, there are also flaws in the use of state governance to

% In the context of the Soviet Union, sport could encouragepliante and co-operation in both work and politics, amd b
XVHG DV D PHDQV WR FRPEDWRRKIQIKMHEGWBYLEBNXYLINVXWK DOWLUXQNHIQHYRVGEGWOLQ
and intellectual dissidence, etc. Also, if deployed skilfully, it couldeuwnider sections of the population than any other social
activity, transcending differences of ethnicities, genders, atgsses, geographical location® QG SROLWLFDO DWWLWXGH\
has proved to be of utility by reason of its inherent qualitidseofg easily understood and enjoyed, being capable of dgegera
mass enthusiasm... It has had an advantage over literature, theattbeanfdrms of cultural expression in being more readily
comprehensible to the mass public... It has had the advantagpalitieal meetings and parades by being less demanding in
LQWHOOHFW (Ropdén S BRH-QI8;HRiordan 1991).
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explain why ethnic minorities participating in sports. For example, it is often only seen that the
state encourages and supports ethnic minorities to participate in sports, while prohibitions from
the state are often ignored. Also, state power is not almighty on constructing its ideology via
sports among all ethnic groups, when the sport has been an essential part of the local culture
(Stuart 1996; Lin 2010). In addition, when examining ethnic minorities involvement in sports,
the role of state power could be overvalued, while the role of subjects is often ignored. From the
Foucauldan HUVSHFWLYH WKH NH\ WR VWXG\ WKH UmR€ RI VWD
nisms of government that are found within state institutions and outside them, that in fact cut
across domains that we would regard as separate: the state, civil society, the family, down to the
intimate details of what we regard as personal’ lffeutpa 2001:68). Following this idea, take

the sport event as an example, on the one,hamlimportant to comprehend the relatioe-b

tween sport and power: who attempts to control how a sport is to be organized and played, and
by whom; how it is to be represented (MacClancy 1996:5). On the other hand, it is cruaal to pr

sent the action of participants and interpret the agency of subjects (Lin 2010).

As to this research, a general opinion is to emphasize the enormous role of state power for
developing (positively and negatively) China football, including Xinjiang football. As evidences
illustrated in following chapters, | argue that this view leads to an overgeneralizing China sport
and China society, for it exaggerate state power as a monolith, and ignore other factors, such a

market mechanisms, ethnic issues, gender and variable agencies.

Social Mobility

The theory of social mobility tries to interpret the motivation for ethnic minorities tacparti
ipate in sports, as an obsession that playing a certain sport could assist them to achieve upwards
social mobility. And some scholars try to explore the criteria of achieving this upward social
mobility among ethnic participants, and find that one is to improve their economic situation
(more income), another is to succesdhe high level of competition in order to destigmatize
their groups (Wacquant 2006; Agergaard and Sgrensen 2010; Lin 2010) Existing literatures also
point the gap betwe® UHDOLW)\ DQG LGHDO LQ VXEMHFWVY S&JDFWLFH
reer, are limited; and sport means higher riskiness, for instance, it is very common for athletes to
get injured, the sport career period is usually short in no more than twehyUV DWKOHWHYV

come are not stable, it is hard to find continuous job after retire, and so on; even so, #iese unf
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vourable factors never stop many of ethnic minority people to choose sports as a career (Spaaij
2011).

Generally, the theory of social mobility is very influential in both public debate anatthe a
ademia. But it is necessary to be noted that should sport be a path to success, it only applies to
limited number of people. A deficiency of the theory of social mobility is that, as a separate in-
terpretive norm, it cannot explain in some cases, like in this research, why among low eco-social
classes only ethnic minority groups are keen to participate in football for achieving upward mo-
bility. In addition, it is important to reflect whether we have rationalized the practice of lew eco
social classes to pursue upward social mobility via sport. Because, the ideology of compete-win-
GHVHUYH 3FRQVWLWXWHYV D W\SH RI FODVV ORJLF WKDW GUL"®
consumption in society LW 3SOHDGV WR IDYRXUDEOH FRQFOXMLRQV DE
tions of those who are wealthy and powerful in society, while it disadvantages those who are
poor and powerless. Furthermore, it leads to the conclusion that economic inequality in society is
QRW RQO\ JRRG EXW DOVR Q2. XUDO" &RDNOH\

In this research, | notice that many of Xinjiang youth want to achieve upward sociat mobil
ty via football. But, the hidden meaning behind their actions needs to be analysed.

In sum, any single one of thefive dimensions of the relation between ethnic minority and
sport participation cannot explain why various ethnic minority subjects in Xinjiang participate in
football. Sports are social constructions. Thus, the form and meaning of sports given by people
differ from place to place and time to time (Coakley 19R8r8this sense, | argue that it i
portant to take into consideration all these dimensions togethibe context of contemporary

Xinjiang and the social transformation in China.

5% RG\ &XOWXUH" &KLQD 6SRUW LQ DQ $QWKURSRORJLFD

In the literature on sports in Ching, XVDQ %URZQHOOTYV n-ZRUNV S
thropological perspectives. Her monographs, especially the ethnographic@naovikg the Body
for China: Sports in the Moral Order of the People's Repu{d95), which is based on her
fieldwork in China during the 1980s, offers comparative insights into the relation between state
power, gender, class and culture via examining sports in China. The core conception that built
the framework offraining the Body for Chind V WKH 2ERG\ FXOWXUH" $V VKH GH
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Body culture is a broad term that includes daily practices of health, hygieessfibeauty, dress
and decoration, as well as gestures, postures, manners, ways of speaking anahelasim@n. It
also includes the way these practices are trained into the body, the way the bodils gisbl
played, and the lifestyle that is expressed in that display. Body culflgetsehe internalization
and incorporation of culture. Body culture is embodied culture. (Brownell 1995: 10-11)

Using *ER G\ F X O W Xaddlyticd) Wankewdsk, Susan Brownell has made pioneering
contributions to the anthropological studies on China sport. First, she provides R kinti&D U
GLJP" IRU VWXG\LQJ &KLQD VSRUW 6SHFLILFDOO\ GUDZLQJ |
VKH 3PDLQWDLQV D FOHDUHU IRFXV RQ ERGLO\ SUDFWLFH" E
of her analysis (1995:11-12). As she (1995: 21) argud¢ KH RULJLQDO SRLQW LV WK
EH VWXGLHG DV SDUW Rl WKH HQWLUH FXOWXUH RI &WKH ERG'
cessfully connects the partial issue (sport) with the grand issue (post-Mao China), and provides
important insights into the workings of state power in China and into Chinese society as a whole

6HFRQG VKH DSSOLHV PHGLFDO DQWKURSRORJLVWYV

WR KHU DQDO\VLYV RQ &KLQD VSRUW 7KLV FR @hRdibBsVleRQ UHII
often expressed in a bodily idiom, so that calls for their resolution often center on healing and
VWUHQIJWKHQLQJ WKH ERG\" %URZQHOO 'UDZLQJ RQ 3
explanation on a phenomenon existing for a longHim WKDW 3& KLQHVH DWWLWXGH
VSRUWYV VHHP WR SHUIHFWO\ PLUURU WKH DQ[LHWLHV RI V

D 7TKLUG GUDZLQJ RQ )RXFDXOWTV FRQFHSWLRQ RI 3GL
trates on analyzing three power differences in sports, including state, class and gender (1995:23).
KHQ DSSO\LQJ 3GLVFLSOLQH  WR DQDO\]H &KLQD VS8RUWYV V
ample illustrated, three forms of discourse, including the verbally expressed, the unexpressed,
and the inexpressible (1995:24). By this Foucauldian analytic method, Brownell (1995:30) offers
one of her most important contribution on China sport, that the party-state is not always a mono-
OLWKLF XQLW\ DQG 3WKHUH LV beRvedn thR hariBus QurkAUCHdtissy Q WK H
WHPV « '"LITHUHQW JURXSV DWWHPSWHG WR VKDSH WKH ERG\
WKH 3DUW\ PDLQWDLQHG D JRRG GHJUHH RI FRQWURO RYHU \

However, | think that in BroQ HO O TV V HWKQRJUDSKLF ZRUN WKHU
spots, which are exactly what this thesis tries to make up. (1) One of her primary limitations is
the time when she conducted fieldwork. It is necessary to note that Brownell did her fieldwork in

urban areas including Beijing during the 1980s. At that time, the primary anxiety of the post-
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Mao China was to integrate fragmented society after the Cultural Revolution, and to modernize
DJULFXOWXUH LQGXVWU\ HGXFDWLRQ DQG QDWLRQDO GHIH!
WKH PDUNHW HFRQRP\ DQG :HVWHUQ WH F Kdd RteresfwasViot 7KHQ ¢
QDWLRQDOLVP QRU PDUNHWL]DWLRQ EXW KRZ 3GLVFLSOLQH
reflect the official discourse then in China. However, in the last three decades, as Chima accele

ates integrating the global capitalist market, nationalism replacing socialism has become virtually

the sole ideology of the Chinese communist state (Meisner 1999:525). Meanwhile, marketization

is changing the political and economic practice of the state and impacting private life of ordinary
Chinese (Wang 2004; Rofel 2007; Zhang and Ong 2008). This social transformation also applies

to China sports, and as | will illustrate with examples, Xinjiang youth football is no exception. (2)
7KH VHFRQG OLPLWDWLRQ LV WKH A$skeH(LOP5115) Bonfésdef @ HO O 1
XVHV WKH YDJXH SKUDVH 23&KLQHVH ERG\ FXOWXUH" WR GUL
S3VRPHZKDW DUELWUDULO\" GHILQHV DV 3&KLQHankhinesg IDFW
area nor Taiwan. And for this thesis, XUAR as an ethnic minority area in the PRC exactly b

longs to the region, which Brownell has carefully avoided to reach. (3) Last, although class is

also a state power difference that Brownell concentrates, yet, her interest is to examiree the rel

tion between sports and social division, not social mobility, which is one of research interests in

this thesis.

,Q FRQFOXVLRQ , WKLQN WKDW %URZQHOOYfV DQWKURSRO
cellent values for follower researchers. The framework of this thesis is partly based on her con-
FHSW RI SERG\ FXOWXUH" ,Q WKLV VHQVH WKLV UHVHDUFK .

text tries to have a dialogue with her existing research.

1.4 Discovering theField

Field of Play’ LV EDVHG R Q resdaKQIR hultDsii« fields and textual research.
The field sites include Altay City and Maralbexi County that both are in XUAR, and a football
school in a city of Guangdong Province. Figure 1-8 shows the geographic location of tdree fie
sites within the PRC. Texts analysed are official documents published pertaining to the school
football campaign and schooling, as well as newspapers, social media, technical maresals of r
JLRQDO IRRWEDOO WRXUQDPHQW IRRWEDOO VFKRROYV UHJX
and documentary films and fictional films related to Xinjiang football.
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Figure 1-8: Field Site Locations
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Source: Draw on China Map. Source: Bureau of Surveying and @artogof Joint Staff Department of the Central
OLOLWDU\ &RPPLVVLRQ 7KH 3HRSOHTV FPHDSXERXEG LR/IKERUQIR BWH % HLNM

1.2.1 Fieldwork

Fieldwork was conducted in 2015 winter, 2016 summer, and 2017 spring. In the first phase,
| observed young @ D\HUV Y WUDLQLQR ¥ ldoaD iBiddieDsthoal @ ANai Eity, the
capital of Altay Prefecture under Ili Kazakh Autonomous Prefecture in North Xinjiang. In the
second phase, | observed the XUAR regional youth football championship during August 2016
in Maralbexi County of Kashgar Prefecture in South Xinjiang, focusing on observing the-intera
tion of relevant ethnic groups in this event. In the third phase, | werprivate football school
at Guangdong Province to study the déiilles and trainings of Xinjiang ethnic minority youth

players. One of the rationales for me to choose the three field sites is the outcome ofvmy sno
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ball method on contacting informarffsAnother rationale is that the three field sites would be
seen as progressive for me to observe so that | could make a comparison with diverse football

participants™

Major methods in the fields are participant observation and semi-sedatierview. In
each phase, | interview major participants of youth football, including players, parents, coaches,
school teachers, and cadres and staff in sport governing bodies. | observe daily trainingyand dail
events, and afterthattJR LQWR SOD\HUVY UHVLGHQW Kbd@soord/tReivW X G\ V
speeches. Table 1-SUHVHQWY LQIRUPDQWVY EDVLF EDFNJURXQGYV

1.2.2 Background of Field Sites and Informants

Two Youth Football Teams in Altay

Altay Prefecture is in North Xinjiang. It is home to many ethnic groups, includingdhe K
zakh, Han, Hui, Uyghur, Mongolian and other ethnic groups. Ethnic minorities accounted for
about 56% of the population, and Kazakh accounted for about half of the total population. The
administrative districts of Altay Prefecture have six counties and one city. Altay @#ycep-
tal city where | conduct fieldwork. Research targets here include five groups, including players,
coaches, parents, school teachers and grassroots cadres in the sport governing body.

2|1n my original fieldwork proposal, | planned to visit a primary schoal a state-run football school in Urumgi. The two
VFKRROV DUH IDPRXV DQG IUHTXHQWO\ UHSRRYWHIG IRRWRXOQ D ©H WW MK LLCHS R LHW Y
enter the two target schools, | had a chance to go to Altay to kmolkey informants in this thesis and, thanks to their helps, I

then got chance to know informants in Guangdong province.

ZL|n Altay City, almost all football participants are Kazakhs, and thesicbsituation was training within their own ettini
group. In Maralbexi County, football participants are not only Kagabut also Uyghurs, Han and Hui; and the situation was not
training, but competition among regions and ethnic groups. Inrivete football school in Guangdong, the situation is different:
Xinjiang youth living and training there are not amateur but preepsidnal elite footballers. In addition, although there exist
visible inter-ethnic boundary (Han/ethnic minority) and invisible inter-ethnic ter{slpghur/Kazakh) within XUAR on football
(as chapter 4 and chapter 5 illustrate), in that club-run football kofi@&uangdong, the inter-ethnic tension between Uyghur
DQG .D]JDNK KDV EHHQ HDVHG DQG SDYDHHWV DRQ WK B PW BRL BW R QDRGNS VLIQ ZKLF
IURP ;LQMLDQJ DV FKDSWHU LOOXVWUDWKWL FDPUHOWHBQ HHUWKHLU +DQ SHHUV DV
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Table 1-2 Informant Background in this Rese&fch

Samples: 64

Category Person Percentage Category Person Percente
Gender Geographical Backgound
Male 61 95% Altay Prefecture 53 82%
Female 3 5% Kashgar Prefecture 4 6%
Career Urumgi City 3 5%
Plgyers 'n senior 3 5% Artush Prefecture 2 3%
middle school
Players in junior Changji Hui

ay ‘ 22 34% Autonoumous 1 2%
middle school

Prefecture
. . Bayingolin Mongol
Players in primary 5, 33% Autonomous 1 2%
school
Prefecture

Coaches 6 9% Ethnicity
School teachers 5 8% Kazakh 51 79%
Parent 6 9% Uyghur 8 12%
Organ.lzqr of fans 1 204 Han 3 506
association
Key Informants 10 16% Mongol 1 2%
Professional Players 4 6% Tatar 1 2%

Source: Field data.

| conducted most of the fieldworks in a middle school of Alt& LW\ 3$OWD\ 1 OLGC
SF KRB There are two teams training in this middle schools during the summer breaks and
winter break each year since the 2000s. Two teams will represent Altay Prefecture to participate
in the annual XUAR regional youth football championship in summer. The younger one, U13
(Under-thirteen) team, is constituted of eighteen players who are born during 2004 and 2005 in
their eleven or twelve years of age interviewed in 2016, studying in grade four or grade five a
different primary schools in Altay Prefecture. While the elder one, U16 (under-9ixéaen, is

constituted of twenty players, who are born during 2001 and 2002 in their fifteen or sixteen years

233 URIHVVLRQDO SOD\HUV  LQ WKLV WDEOH UHIHQJWR WK RN HQZKRQKD W H QRVHYU

a first team of a professional football club.

Z$00 QDPHV RI LQIRUPDQWY DUH SVHXGRQKMVLRQORU B B QW VO VG KRB UIP D MO LRIQN
order to protect the identity of informants.
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of age interviewed in 2016, studying in grade two or grade three at different junior middle

schools in Altay Prefecture. In other words, both teams were systematically formed actmording

age. | conducted a one-year follow-up survey of players in both teams (Table 1-3).

Table 1- 30 D\H U WwlingdilidfriNalith of Altay Teaff

Category Person Percentage Category Person Percentage

Team U16 (20 players) Team U13 (18 players)
Average career year Average career year
4 or 5 years 2 or 3 years
Ethnicity Ethinicty
Kazakh 17 85%
Uyghur 1 5%

Kazakh 18 100%

Mogol 1 5%
Tatar 1 5%
Family Family
Agro-pastoralist 12 60% Agro-pastoralist 13 72%
Civil servant 7 35% Civil servant 5 28%
Small trader 1 5% Small trader 0 0
Career Choice Career Choice
Keep training 14 70% Keep training 13 72%
IIrEer;téa:Vzrofessional 1 506 Er;t::vp;rofessional 5 11%
Departure 5 25% Departure 3 17%

Source: Field data.

24 Ethnidty categories are divided according$00 D \ H U K ififderhatidin]Jddrds (CID). Aree non-Kazakh informants in

U16 team are from interethnic-marriage families, yet one of their parentsagiKaz

)DPLO\ FDWHJRULHY DUH GLYLGHG D F RRMBd prveyyIRoundtkat FadrgdichitéoRds SOD\VHU V |

of both parents were highly overlapping, which means that most oftpavere doing the same jdkor those players whose

parents are divorced or either has died, they are divided acctodimg career of their actual dependents.

3&LYLO VHUY En@ familieskitireuparam®Ris employed in the public sector, ploged for a governmented

partment or agency, including schools and government departments.

3. HHS WUDLQLQJ" UHIHUV WR WKRVH S Qi tddinvhead ddachivd-hrdeatsbl @llivgHaoctl FWHG E\ W
tinue training in Altay team for the annual XUAR regional youth fatitthampionship.3 (QWHU SURIHVVLRQDO UHVHUYH
players who have been selected by football scouts of professiotizéliaciub or football school, arttieir family has paid the
training fee to the club or school at the same time. ;Tthissgroup of players began their p@U RIHVVLRQDO FDUHHU 3'HSD
refers to players who suspend training in the next year for distinct eed3uese players typically return to their respective
schools to continue their conventional study.
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Before entering the prefectural team, all players must be recommended by their grassroots
physical education teachers, and pass a physical test organized by the head coach of the Alta
delegation who is one of my key informant, whose name will frequently appear in chapter 3, 4
and 5. These youth who wikpresent Altay Prefecture are amateur footballers. During academic
semesters (fall term and spring term), they study in respective primary schools or junior middle
schools with their peers. As they shared with me, they also attend physical education classes in
school with their classmates, and since about 2012, football has gradually become a major con-
tent of physical education classes in their schools. What distinguishing them from their clas
mates is that they show more talents (physical conditions and skills) and enthusiasm (spend more
time playing football in extracurricular activities), comgaito their peers. And this will be an
important criterion of assessment for their physical education teachers to recommend these youth
to Altay Prefecture.

According to the staff plan, as chapter 5 will present, each team of the Altay delegation
should havea head coach, an assistant coach, a goalkeeper coach and a manager. During my
fieldwork, dl staff were Kazakhs. One head coach and both managers were the faculty in Altay
N Middle School, and one of them was in fact the schoolmaster. Other coaches were mrawn te
porarily from other counties in Altay Prefecture by administrative order of prefectural Sports Bu-

reau.

The XUAR Youth Football Championship

As an important supplement, | followed two Altay teams and observed the annual XUAR
Youth Football Championship during August 2016 in Maralbexi County (or Baafu,in Chi-
nese) of Kashgar Prefecture in South Xinjiang. This championship is the highest level of youth
football event in Xinjiang. There were three disciplines in this event, U12 Boys, U16 Boys and
Girls. All prefectures except the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps (XPCC) have sent
representatives to participate in the competitiofihirteen teams participated in U12 Boys;

Eleven teams participated in U16 Boys; and seven teams participated in Girls.

% The Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps (XPCC) is a urégonaomic and paramilitary organization innXi
jilang. The XPCC has administrative authority over several medium-sized citigsllags settlements and farms in Xinjiang. It
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In many non-acadenrii UHSRUWYV WKH 3U LfdotbaR'| VHOIA YDWR YROXMWHKQ R
to do with other ethnic groups except Uyghur. During my observation in the regional yauth foo
ball championship, this impressias partly true. Among thirteen district representatives, only
two teams, Altay Prefecture and Changji Hui Autonomous Region, were not mainly constituted
by Uyghur players and coaches. Besides, based on examining the event technical manual, | noted
that Uyghur and Han each account for half of technical staffs (event organizers, compktition o
ficials and judges). This detail also confirms the fact that although the Uyghur account for 48%,
Han account for 36%, and Kazakh account for 7% of the population in Xinjiang, at least in the

youth football most front-line participants are Uyghur.

Would-be Elite Xinjiang Players in Football School, Guangdong Province

As another crucial supplement, | vesita football school in a city of Guangdong province.
This football school, G Football School is run by one of the best known professional football
Cclubs ZLWK WKH SVGE RoGtBa) CREDNVQ3 W K Li CWina HIMe_prpose of running
this school is to cultivate professional footballers who can fit into professional league all over the
world. The school has been recruiting students from Xinjiang every year since its establishment
in 2011. Now there are about 120 youths from Xinjiang living, training and studying in this
school in the early 2017. Most of these students are Uyghur, and a few are Kazakh. In addition,
there are several ethnic minority coaches and staff from Xinjiang in this school. It is important to
QRWH WKDW LW LV GLIIHKnjitqyWlass imneidvgdfidr IR GcKddIH \RW X GHQ W V
and coaches from Xinjiang in G Football School have been split into each teaching unit so that

they study and train with their fellows from all over the couftry.

has its own administrative structure, fulfilling governmental functions asdtealthcare and education for areas under its juri

diction. The Government of MAR does not usually interfere in the administration of these areas.
26 pepulation source: Statistics Bureau of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Regii6]2

27 3:injiang Class imeidi VHQLR U KL J EQEORXER® 13€C ), UHIHUV WR WKH &KLQDTV V\VWHPD

scheme that selects and sends Xinjiang students, mostly ethnic minoritiesrdndy senior high schools imeidi provinces
(Chen 2008).
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1.5 Organization of Thesis Chapters

This thesis consists of seven chapters, grouped into four clusters: introduction, atimtext,

nography and conclusion.
Chapter 1, Introduction

7KLYV FKDSWHU JLYHV D EULHI GHVFULSWLRQ RI WKH VRFL
football” D Qdihts out its unique features. Then it puts forward research questions and literature
review dividedinto two pars, LQFOXGLQJ WKH UHODWLRQ EHWZHHQ 3H
S D UW L F agiaVvdnii@pological method and findings on sports in the institutional and so-
cio-cultural context of the PRC. The research method is presented with fieldwork information in

the last section.
Chapter 2, Contextualizing Xinjiang Youth Football

This chapter moves to specific account of ethnic relation, state governance and exarketiz
WLRQ LQ WKH 3ULVH RI ;TiGgsMhapt€r 2xpRESNMNG drRcRNedn@xEsQddth-
cial relevance to this research. Firstly, it illustrates the complexity of Xinjiang by providing
formation about contemporary Xinjiang society, especially the background related te-this r
search, including geography, ethnic diversity, and socio-economy. This section also gives the
development of ethnic tension in Xinjiang in the past two decades as the background of ethnic
UHODWLRQV DQG WKH VWDWHYYV YDULRXV SURMHFWWY W DOV
lizing youth football to secure stability in Xinjiang. Second, it illustrates the system and-mech
nism of Chinese youth sports, and then it presents the development of Chinese professional foo
ball, focusing on controversies related to youth and conflicts between marketization and linge

ing socialist institutions and practices.
Chapter 3, Tradition and MythArt of Forming Consent

From this chapter, the thesis goes into the ethnographic part, and chapter 3, chapter 4 and
chapter 5 together constitute the discussion of ethnic relation and governance. Based on text and
discourse analysis, this chapter presedl R SKHQRPHQD WKH LQYHQWLRQ
Tradition”; (2) the construction of social mythanLQMLDQJ HWKQLF PLQRULWLHVY
ty . Blending description and analysis on cases, this chapter argues that by systematically pro-

moting the two discourses, the staétes to produce the ethnic minority citizen best suited to
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WKRVH JRYHU®DdalH R W \6W EP&iEEsL Wiis” organized governing practice in the
football realm might be seen as governmentality that results in two effects: it ostensiblycreinfor

es the transethni@Q R W L RiQjiaRderr DV D U HJL R QuDi®fact@ ldt@mythans the eth-

nic boundaries between some the Uyghur and the Han. In addition, this chapter also examines
how state-nationalism and ethno-nationalism influence Chinese concepts of the body, and how

these concepts reflect social anxieties of the Han and Xinjiang ethnic minorities respectively.
Chapter 4, One Football, One Dream? The Arena for Identities

This chapter moves to football participants (fans, coaches and young fooitflle& DU HQ W V
and investigate two categories of ethnic relations. One is the inter-ethnic relation amogg the U
ghur, the Kazakh and the Han in Xinjiang, and the second is the intra-ethnic relation within the
Uyghurs. In this chaptert presents competitiancompromises and co-operations betwedn di
ferent ethnic minority groups via several cases, includirgwW K Q L F Ly loQkHll t@ibihgs in
$OWD\ IDQVY GLYHUVH DW WiLEAKA®HV DRYEG WIKGHMQ D Q@ LRQ B 2@ QNSHDI
;LQMLDQJ FRDFKHVY FRQFHSWXDO FRQIOLFVaYouthfodbalR RWED O
championship at South Xinjiang. Byalysing L Q | R U Pspe@ceY Kh the ethnographic context,
readers might note that football in Xinjiang has not naturally become the almighty ideological
state apparatuses, as the state plans, to acculturate ethnic minority (especially Uyghur) and pro-
mote the ethnic unity. Nor has it becookd KH YHKLFOH DV VRPH 3FRQVHUYD!
QDWLRQDOLVWV’ ™ H[SHFW IWtiis chapter) faddall hes Kaetel@hatdd Xkie \n
bridity of identities and values in Xinjiang.

Chapter5 3&RPELQLQJ 6SRUW DQG (GXFbdBeywrd~ 7KH 5ROH RI 6WI

Chapter 5 turns back the focus on the role of state power. Following the previous chapter,
by examining the6 FKRRO JRRWEDOO &DPSDLJQ  LQ ;LQMLDQJ WKLV
state poweimt the grassroots level through policies, propaganda and schooling, and how these
organized practice) DWLRQDOL]H JUDVVURRWY FRDFKHYVY DQG VWXGFH
this chapter provides the case in a Kazakh middle school in North Xinjiang and showssdaily di
courses and practice opolitical brokers (local coaches, teachers, and sports cadres at the

grassroots level), who act as agencies of state pattbe local level to mediate unequalael
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tionship between grassroots ethnic minority footballers and the state instiftidis.section
suggests that the state is not a monolithic whole when it encounters with an ethnic minority
group at the grassroots, and ethnic minority subjects might adjust their relationship with the state
by different means, in response to the changing value in the |latdistcara.

Chapter 6 3.LFN WKH %DOO ZTh# RreaR >olUBwardsLSQcial Mobility and Its
Challenge

'UDZ RQ WRXUGLHXTYV FODVVLF FRQdnheswauh@oR |1 3FDSL
ballersf SUDFWLFH RI SXUVXLQJ X@dibguGeyuRiFsciivals Brine mé@rkety \ Y L D
oriented football school, antl analyses the hidden meaning behind their actions. This chapter
begins by describing the school lives the two educational institutionia Altay N Middle
School and G Football School at Guangdong Province. Then it gives the daily life of football
teenagers who participate in football training, followed by illustrating the social and economic
circumstances of their families. It also gives comparison with those common students who study
in school and do not participate in football training at Altay. Then, it analygeR W E li\@-O HU V
vation of football trainingZLWKLQ WKH IUDPHZRUN RI %RXUGLHXTV WKUF
ZLWK 6KLOOLQJTV phy$tdaIFPHIWIDFOQ RBISSDUHQWO\ SOD\HU\
PHPEHUV ZDQW WR WUDQVIRUP WHHQDJHUVY SK\VLFDO FDSL\
tic income). Essentially, they also want to transform the physical capital into cultural capitals
(gaining social acknowledgement and destigmatizing ethnic tag). | argue that in this process, so-
cial capitals and economic capitals are both vehicle and obstacle for them to achieve®ocial m
bility. This argument is then examined with examples in both regular school at Altay and market-
oriented football school in Guangdong. Cases from fieldwork will be helpful for us to understand
the challenges and strategies of football youth in transforming their capitals. The last part of this
chapter will reveal the logic behind the various capitalization, a logic that is deeply influenced by
discourse of meritocracy in China. This logic makes many of participants in Xinjiang youth
IRRWEDOO QRUPDOL]JH WHHQDJHUVY SUD6éowalltt ighote theRFLD O |

grim economic, social and institutional inequality.

BThH WHUP 3SROLWLFDO EURNHU KDV EHHQ GMIKLVX WKHIG LBA P, DG DVZR R QDEL X FV H ¢
using this term to refer to grassroots cadres who act as the coordinators\ibn&ate and common people.
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Chapter 7, Conclusion

The conclusion assesses theW Dovyatigad practices in the research phenomenon and the
future of Xinjiang youth football in late-socialist China. It rethinks how ethnic relation, state
governance and social mobility have created an illusionary prospect for thesenationities
young footballers. Last but not least, it calls for a better and broader understanding ofutthnic c

tural diversity and everyday life conditions through football among the ethnic minorities in Xin-

jiang.
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Chapter 2 Contextualizing Xinjiang Youth Football

In August 2016, | followed the Altay delegation from North Xinjiang, spent two days and
one night by bus and train, arrived at Maralbexi County of Kashgar Prefecture in South Xinjiang
to observe the annual regional youth football championship. In the latest five years, vielence r
peatedly erupted in South Xinjiang, and one of the most serious unrests outbroke in Apail 2013

Maralbexi Bachy -029 in Chinesef? Since the April 2013 Bachu unrest, the local government

has maintained overall high-level security in the county (Figure 2-1). In terms oflayepace,
Uyghurs and Han Chinese residents are separated from each other: Uyghurs mainly live in areas
scattered among the old town where infrastructures are relatively backward, whenealsi-H

nese concentrate in the relatively modern new town. The stadium of the youth footbali-champ
onship was in the new town. | stayed in a hotel nearby, wiashrun by a couple from Sichuan
Province. | learnt from them that most residents living in the new town were mostly iHan m
grants from Sichuan, Henan and Anhui province. Some of these migrants came to Xinjiang in
recent years as cotton-picking workers or construction workers, others travelled between China
neidi and Xinjiang doing medicine or agricultural products businésgart from the fact thaa

few guests ar&yghurs,” the hotel hostess saidwe seldom contact with loc&lyghurs in our

daily lives.”

One day after all the matches ended, | went back to the hotel and wanted to buy some naans
for dinner*® Naan is the most common staple food of Uyghurs and Kazakhs. The Sicht:an hos
ess was surprised and confused for why | would have naans for dinner. She told me that at that
WLPH , KDG WR JR WR WKH ROG WRZQ WZR NLORPHWUHYV DZD
FDUHIXO ~ :DONLQJ GRZQ WKH URDG WKDW VKH.®R1LEgWHG IRU

jing time that was 7 p.m. in the local time. Night just fell, and it was the high time of the market.

29 state media reports twenopedeaths, including fifteen police or social workers, during outbréttiecApril 2013
Bachu unrest. Among the fifteen deaths, ten were Uyghur, threeHaar€hinese and two were Chinese Mongolian (Al Jazeera
2013; CNTV 2013).

NDDQ i DV ® & is@ kavened, oven-baked flatbread that is one of the codaiipriood for many ethnic

groups in Xinjiang.
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Obviously, its environment was dirty and chaotic in contrast to the new town. Motorbikes passed

through the narrow dirt road, and the dust drifted over street food and fruit stands.

Figure 2-1: Police Vehicle Pagl outside a Middle School at Maralbexi County during the Championship

-

Source: Shot by author. August 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgar PrefektlAR. All delegations lived in at

cal middle school, while a police car parked in front of the school gategdhierchampionship

Besides me, thereagno Chinese speaker around. It was not difficult for me to find a naan ven-
dor, whowas obviously a local minority man in his thés. | told him in Chinese Putonghua that

| wanted to buy two naans. He stopped chatting with his customers, two local minority young
ladies, and turned his cold face to me. Our business process was done with no verbal exchange. |
thought that the vendor understood my words but might not know how to speak Chiviese

| had my naan, one of the ladies asked me in ChirfeSgou come here for travelingAppa-

ently, in the night market that seemed not to set for tourists, they were surprised to see a Han
& KL QH YV HuBdeenival. | replied thatckme for a football championship.gding my re-

ply, the previously indifferent naan vendor spoke up and asked me in strong accent if | was a
footballer. | said no. He kept asking me if | waasoach or referee, andshook my head.? 6 R

what do you do?He asked in Chinese Putonghua. To avoid over complicated explanations, | did
not answer that | was doing anthropological research but told him that | came Relbedo/e

young footballers. The vendor askedL WK DV W RYpu ¥ri€ B HcQuAD USH Q § W ndR X
committally replied,sort of”. My answer had an unexpected effect. The man smiled and asked
me to give back the bag of cool naan that | had just bought. Then he gave me aomarfnem

the stovelt seemed that suspicion and caution vanished in the moment of the handover.
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I am not a scout, but Keran the head coach of the Altay delegation told me that every year
scouts of professional clubs would come froeidi for selecting young talents during the annual
regional youth football championship. In G Football Schowmiterviewed two Uyghur young
footballers Zulyar and Rahman, who were in the under-17 reserve team of G Football Club. In
2011 the two boys were selected by the scout of G Football Club at their hometown Artush.
TKDQNV WR WKH VFRXWshatesstly appladkior thié H&ioiaR studentship for
poor students and were enrolled in G Football School. When | interviewed them at the beginning
of 2017, Zulyar and Rahman were seventeen years old and paid/3808 month from the
club. Considering their salary, they were at the forefront of their Xinjiang peers who were pursu-
ing careers in football. However, these two boys were still worried for the possibility wf une
ployment if they could not get a contract with a clu§V 5DKP D Q WHROI@af alkid? |
dreamed of playing football in the top-five European leagues, and then | dreamed of playing in
the China Super League. Thénhought it would be acceptable for me to play in Xinjiang
Tianshan Leopard even if it is just an ordinary club in the China League One. Now, asllong as

could get a contract with any professional club, it would bé ok.

This chapter will examine two major contextual issues on Xinjiang youth football. The first
issue is the development of ethnic tension in Xinjiang iwithe past two decades under local
geograplt, ethnic and socio-economic conditions. In this development, youth football turns out
to be the approach that state power utilizes for securing Xinjiang stability, and daily practices of
football participants in return reflect the complexity of Xinjiang ethnic relation. The second issue
is WKH WUDQVIRU P bpMbhlR3titRtlong WHic) Ds§d/to be governeglthe state but
now is under the force of both marketization and the statiee late-socialist era. In this tsn
formation, young footballers from poor families dream of improving domestic economit cond
tion by pursuing career in football; meanwhile ytiave to overcome difficulties from the state,

the market and public opinions.

Seemingly, the two issues above are intertwined, but they separately provide two contexts
for formulating research questions of this thesis. What is the motivation for the central and local
government, as the external forces, to develop foGtBdlthe macro level, what measures do
they take? And what opportunities and risks will these measure® Branthhe core participants,
why do these yah like to pursue a career in professional football? And what possible prospects

and underlying risks do these youths face? Combining with the discussion on these two issues,
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readers will have a general understanding of the hardship that Xinjiang young footballers might
be suffering. This chapter will aim at a macroscopic discussion about the political and social m
lieus of the development of Xinjiang football, while the microscopic research on the different
local aspects of it will be examined in the later chapters of ethnographic sections.

2.1 Xinjiang DV D Q 3:Vhe Batkground of Youth Football

As this thesis emphasizes, the soéicOWXUDO SKHQRPHQRQ RI 3SWKH UL
IRRWEDOO ™ PXVW BHidlitidd-BcBrio@ieaGarid@odd+€iHtural context of XUAR. This
section plans to narrow down certain perspectives from existing bodies of literature on Xinjiang

studies.

2.1.1 Geographic Difference

Located in the northwest frontier of China, Xinjiang, in full Uygur Autonomous Region of
'LQMLDQJ LV &KLQDTV O DhhddHRaRenBOA0IYV). Rlthaugk @adWail aniL H
air transport network has been built within the region, due to the huge regional territory, it still
costs time and money for interregional transportation (Figure 2-2). For football teams within
XUAR, the transportation is a big challenge when they participate in a football event either in-

side or outside Xinjiang (Netease 2013).

Remote from the ocean and surrounded by high mountains, Xinjiang is cut off from marine
climatic influences. It therefore has a continental, dry climate. Tien Shan Mountain separates the
dry south from the slightly less arid north, so the northern slopes of Tien Shan Mountain are
more humid than those of the south (Figure 2-2) (Hsieh and Falkenheim 2017). This dlimate a
fects daily football training. In general, due to more snowfall in North Xinjiang, half of& ye
(October to next March) is not suitable for players to train outdoors (Figure 2-3). Becaudse foo
ball fields are all outdoor, this means that in winter, North Xinjiang teams can only have outdoor
training before it snows heavily. In theory, if condition provided teams could have indoor train-
ings in snowy winter, including strength training and tactical training. However, teams in North
Xinjiang in fact had no such training venues and they lacked funding to travel to warmer south
provinces. A rough conclusion is that teams in North Xinjiang have less training time per year

compare with their counterparts in South Xinjiang.
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Figure 2-2: Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region Administrative Division
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Figure 2-3: A Football Field in North Xinjiang after Heavily Snow
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Source: Shot by author. January 2016. Altay N Middle School, Altay Sty Prefecture, XUAR.
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2.1.2 Ethnic Diversity

Named a Uyghur autonomous region, Xinjiang is in fact inhabited by more than nineteen
different indigenous ethnic groups, but the largest of which are Uyghur and the Han. Other in-
clude Hui, Mongol, and Turkic ethnic groups such as Kazakh, Kirgiz, Uzbek, Tatar, etc. (Table
2-1).

Table 2-1: Ethnic Groups of Xinjiang in the Year 2015: Distributionagufation

Total Population (Year-end): 2359.73 (10 000 persons)

Ethnic Group Uyghur Han Kazakh Hui Kirgiz Mongol Tajik  Xibe Oth

Population 1130.33 861.1 159.12 101.58 20.22 18.06 5.01 4.32 59.!

Percentage 47.90% 36.49% 6.74% 4.30% 0.86% 0.77% 0.21% 0.18% 2

Source: Statistics Bureau of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. 20hfang Statistical Yearbook

In this research, the two major concerned ethnic groups are Kazakh and 8yigheity-
ghur are especially concentrated in South Xinjiang, engaging in oasis agriculture; whereas the
Kazakh are especially concentrated in North Xinjiang, engaging in husbandry. The Han influx
mainly concentratén cities around the Junggar Basin because of its resource potential. These
cities include the capital city Urumgi, Changji, Karamay and cities under the control of XPCC

(the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps), like Shihezi (Figune 2-4

The Uyghur and the Hui are the largest two Muslim groups in Xinjiang. The Kazakhs also

follow Islam, but vestiges of Shamanism remain (Benson 1998:31; 44-46).

31 In China official narrative, both Uyghur and Kazakh are indigerethnic groups in Xinjiang. Some anthropologists
suggest that either Uyghur or Kazakh had not formed as ethnic groufhanticent 19 century. Dru Gladney (2004) and Rian
Thum (2014) provide references on the ethnogenesis of Uyghudeivghared idea on Kazakhs in China is that Kazakh is an
external ethnic group who moved from nowadays Kazakhstan to Xirgiarigg 18"and 14' century (Benson and Svanberg
1998).
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Figure 2-4: Xinjiang Population by Ethnicity
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2.1.3 Socio-economic Gap

&KLQDYV HFRQRPLF JURZWK VLQFH KDV JUHDWO\ EHQ
non-coastal provinces, Xinjiang today is extraordinarily well off. Yet, it remains an outlier in
many respects (Wiemer 2004: 164; 188). Comparing with oidier provinces, XUAR is still at
the bottom in terms of economic strength. According to the national statistics, XUAR ranks at
the bottom 4 [ R & KthiQyfe/provinces/regions for gross regional product growtke4in r
cent years (Table 2}ZNational Bureaus of Statistics of China n.d.). For this research, @ne cu
rent socio-economic issue in Xinjiang is that though rural-urban disparity is narrower an els

where in China, sharp differences in income exist along ethnic lines (Wiemer 2004: 188).
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Table 2-2 & K L QrbskYRegional Product (2009 to 2015) (100 billjaan)

Region 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009
Guangdong 72812.55 67809.85 62474.79 57067.92 53210.28 46013.06 39482.56
Jiangsu 70116.38 65088.32 59753.37 54058.22 49110.27 41425.48 34457.3
Shandong 63002.33 59426.59 55230.32 50013.24 45361.85 39169.92 33896.65
Zhejiang 42886.49 40173.03 37756.59 34665.33 32318.85 27722.31 22990.35
Henan 37002.16 34938.24 32191.3 29599.31 26931.03 23092.36 19480.46
Sichuan 30053.1 28536.66 26392.07 23872.8 21026.68 17185.48 14151.28
Hebei 29806.11 29421.15 28442.95 26575.01 24515.76 20394.26 17235.48
Hubei 29550.19 27379.22 24791.83 22250.45 19632.26 15967.61 12961.1
Hunan 28902.21 27037.32 24621.67 22154.23 19669.56 16037.96 13059.69
Liaoning 28669.02 28626.58 27213.22 24846.43 22226.7 18457.27 15212.49
Fujian 25979.82 24055.76 21868.49 19701.78 17560.18 14737.12 12236.53
Shanghai 25123.45 23567.7 21818.15 20181.72 19195.69 17165.98 15046.45
Beijing 23014.59 21330.83 19800.81 17879.4 16251.93 14113.58 12153.03
Anhui 22005.63 20848.75 19229.34 17212.05 15300.65 12359.33 10062.82
Shaanxi 18021.86 17689.94 16205.45 14453.68 12512.3 10123.48 8169.8
Inner Mongolia  17831.51 17770.19 16916.5 15880.58 14359.88 11672 9740.25
Guangxi 16803.12 15672.89 144499 13035.1 11720.87 9569.85 7759.16
Jiangxi 16723.78 15714.63 14410.19 12948.88 11702.82 9451.26 7655.18
Tianjin 16538.19 15726.93 14442.01 12893.88 11307.28 9224.46 7521.85
Chongging 15717.27 14262.6 12783.26 11409.6 10011.37 7925.58 6530.01
Heilongjiang 15083.67 15039.38 14454.91 13691.58 12582 10368.6 8587
Jilin 14063.13 13803.14 13046.4 11939.24 10568.83 8667.58 7278.75
Yunnan 13619.17 12814.59 11832.31 10309.47 8893.12 7224.18 6169.75
Shanxi 12766.49 12761.49 12665.25 12112.83 11237.55 9200.86 7358.31
Guizhou 10502.56 9266.39 8086.86 6852.2 5701.84 4602.16 3912.68
Xinjiang 9324.8 9273.46 8443.84 7505.31 6610.05 5437.47 4277.05
Gansu 6790.32 6836.82 6330.69 5650.2 5020.37 4120.75 3387.56
Hainan 3702.76 3500.72 3177.56 2855.54 2522.66 2064.5 1654.21
Ningxia 2911.77 27521 2577.57 234129 2102.21 1689.65 1353.31
Qinghai 2417.05 2303.32 2122.06 1893.54 1670.44 1350.43 1081.27
Tibet 1026.39 920.83 815.67 701.03 605.83 507.46  441.36

Source: National Bureaus of Statistics of China. No Date. Gross RegiodatPAd

http://data.stats.gov.cn/english/easyquery.htm?cn=E0103 accessed 1011une 20

Ma (2013) compares the demographic data of 2000 and 2010 national census and finds that
in the last decade when most ethnic groups of China were accelerating the process of industrial
zation and urbanization, the Uyghur and Kazakhs were the only two ethnic groups whose agr

cultural population had grown up. In southern Uyghur regions, low household income in rural
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areas and high unemployment rate among urban educated youths are viewed by some Uyghu
intellectual as top-two crucial social threats in Xinjiang (Ilham 2014). In the North, strengthening
Sino-Kazakhstan economic links and fast-growing cross-national imports for beef and mutton
KDV LPSDFWHG PDQ\ &KLQHVH .DIDNK SDVWRUDOLVWY KRXVH
Alff 2014) In addition, the Chinese government in recent years is pushing the sedentarisation
project among ethnic minorities in North Xinjiang. This state-level project with the objective of
urbanising pastoralists is altering the traditional life and livelihood of Chinese Kazakh pastora

ists. A negative consequence is emergent poverty, for sedentarised pastoralists lack professional
gualifications and confidence to take up new occupations in the settlements, while the state has

provided rare assistaa(Shanatibieke 2016).

Among my informants in this research, most of the young Uyghur or Kazakh footballers are
from rural or pastoralist families, vulnerable to current socio-economic transformation (Figure 2-
5).% To get rid of poverty is a plain motivation for them to play football; in reverse, poverty is
the obstacle for them to continue participating in football. 1 will explore this argument in Chapter
6.

%2 According toGDP Per Persoshown in this map, the poorest regions in XUAR are Hotan Prefecture,
Kashgar Prefecture (including Maralbexi County), and Kizilsu Kyrgyz Autananirrefecture (including Artush),
which are all in South Xinjiang. Whil&DP per Persoaf Altay Prefecture (including Altay City) is also below
average within XUAR, but slightly better than South Xinjiang.
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Figure2-5 7KH 'LVWULEXWLRQ 0DS RI ;LQMLDQJYV *'3 SHU 3HUVRQ
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Source: Wikipedia. 2011. 201 5XE.MU#eeAeQ'<c"e#-&D &-T &-2 AME#r! &A#--O b&DP!® 8&¥4(The Db-
tribution Map of Xinjiang's GDP per Person) At
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f0/%E6%96%B0%E 7%96%86 % E 5% IeHB%H 9 C%B0O%E
4%BAY%BA%ES%9D%87GDP.jpgccessed 19 June 2017.

2.1.4 Development of Ethnic Tension

A notable fact is that, for narrowing the socio-economic gap, the central governmefit has o
fered preferential policies to XUAR for many years since the 1980s. These preferential policies
brought economic growth and more modern infrastructures and improved the populatibn of
cated people. Some ethnic minorities did get rich due to these policies. However, these-prefere
tial policies dd not bring the social stability and Uyghvddbmmitment to national identigsthe
state had expected. This is largely related to the incidents causing deaths and injuries involving
ethnic minorities of Xinjiang in the past two decades. Jin (2014) points out that the development
of Xinjiang ethnic tensions in the past two decades reflects the rise and the extremalization tre
of two forces in the 1990s: the state-nationalism that emphasised the whole state and the ethno-

nationalism that emphasisadpecific ethnic group.
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On politics, state-nationalism and its decision makers believe in state violence and prefer to
take instant actions for securing social stability, while ethnic-nationalism and its practitioners
resist to be the sanssothers and ask for sharing political power and seats (Jin 2013). The con-
tradiction between the two nationalisms is highlighted as an impact on the appointmens-of gras
roots cadres. In the first three decades after 1949, Han cadres in Xinjiang werdrdetgadyby
Uyghurs and other local ethnic groups, for these Han cadresnfeainrespected local ethnic
groups, learned e@@ L F P L Q Rngliaddgess ldnd ftultures, and would like to adapt themselves to
local HWK QL F li¥ibgRsK/ed/fke having halal food for three meals. But since the 1990s,
many army men have been transferred to civilian work as goveatitrs town or county levels
in Xinjiang. They tended to use militarized methods to govern a place and believed thay stabilit
could only be strengthendxy force and did not pay attention to the structural adjustment of gov-
ernance policies and strategies. As Chapter 5 will present, because of locdkstrdagthened
emphasis on stability governance, Ghulja incident turned from a youth football tournament into
one of the most severe unrest in Xinjiang in the whole 1990s. The incompetence of grassroots
F D G "ddminftrative ability had resulted in the accumulatiorSd RSOHYV GLVVDWLVIDF)
transformed into a political anxiety and distrust among ethnic groups and the government (Sau
man 1998; Finley 2013).

On economics, state-nationalism supports monopolizing exploitation of natural resources
and state officials believe that economic growth in undeveloped areas would naturally ease eth-
nic tension, while ethno-nationalism asks for more development opportunities, and loca minor
ties urged the promise of preferential polici@sthe poor population and ethnic minority highly
overlap, such homogenization has provided convenience for extreme ethno-nationalism to mob
lize the public (Jin 2013). An ironical phenomenon is that local ethnic minorities are still poor
but Han migrants as newcomers become rich. As the beginning of this chapter shows, many Han
migrants are construction workers, technicians or migrant workers who comedrdifollow-
ing aids programmes to Xinjiang.e¥ compared with local ethnic minorities who are stilthe
early stage of industrialization, these Han migrants are more likely to find a job in Xinjiang for
they have more advantages in languages, professional skills and accepting new things/ideas (Jin
2013). Another examplis about the Kazakt Q H Z V Hiwdiéd Bind ¥6wns of North Xinjiang
Several Kazakh young footballers in Altay told me that due to the sedentarisation project, their
parents, who used to be pastoralists, settled down in suburban areas and had to learn agricultural
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skills. However, their products such as melons, as one Kazakh boy at his sixteen at 2016 said,
SDUH QRW DV JRRG DV ixRnk snh@XewwoHoBhawe DeeMsuldht least,

W K H V HldmRstiZ fhcome has not increased in recent two years, and their families has to give
up traditional living way as pastoralists. Like this, ethnic minority farmers, pastoralists and ord
nary urban citizens, who cannot share the fruits of development, have been further marginalized.
As a result, class differences can easily be used by ethnic nationalists as groetiuisidten-

siors.

On culture, st@-nationalism promotes extreme materialism, adopts a hostile attitude to-
wards religion and disregards cultures of ethnic minorities, while ethno-nationalism trees to r
vive ethnic traditional culture, develop ethnic language and protect ethnic traditional religion (Jin
2013). This thesis hasfew of discussions on religion issues, but religious notions and practices,
as Chapter 5 will illustrate, are excluded from schooling. In tlessththere are three highligh
ed issues that might embody cultural tension between the two nationalisms. The first is that
XUAR has been expanding bilingual education for strengthening state identity sinc& 2009.
one of my field sites, Altay N Middle School, Kazakh and Mongolian language classes are kept
but the number of clags have decreaseF RPSDUHG WR WIH&KAZ4khS M NodiR 3
Xinjiang have always attached importance to study Chinese since 1949 and we have been cult
vating our Chinese teacher8ek, the headmaster of Altay N Middle School s&lit promda-
ing Chinese in the Uyghur aremsSouth Xinjiang is not as smooth as that in North Xinjiang. A
long-standing problem is that Uyghurs do not have sufficient Chinese teachers, and many of their
Chinese teachers froneidi almost do not understand Uyghue H N §V iddr ety \Euppa-

HG VRPH UHYV H®di ki€ yghiurRassive dititude and poor outcome on bilingadal
cation (Schluessel 2007; Chen 2008ung and Cruickshank 2009 he second issue is the ob-

% Bilingual education system has been existing in Xinjiang since tHésk85a guarantee to keep the equal social@nd p
litical rights of all ethnic groups. The system seeks to implement fulllitqg among ethnic groups, uphold and improve regional
ethnic autonomy, accelerate the economic and social development of ethoritiesiand minority areas, protect and develop
ethnic minority cultures, and foster cadres and talented people from ethnic minditieszer, bilingualism in practice has not
resulted a commitment to national identity, but cause@ MLDQJYV 3% L1 XU F D W H Aa(IGX FO MN_HR@\ DWW R6 VWWWUHRQ J W
ethnic rather than national identification to the detrim@rit D VLQJOH VKDUHG VHQVH RI QDWLRQDO EHORQ
2014).
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vious phenomenon that Han Chinese and Uyghur residents inclined to live segregatedly in towns

and cities. After the July 2009 Urumgi riot, the government was more sensitive on religion, while
VRPH QRWLRQV VXFK DV 3QDWLRQDO OLEHUDWLRQ  s3RYHUWK
WDEOLVK WKH (DVW Hhax baérHspiaad @mang Soxe OygRurs (Jin 2013). As eth-

nic distrusts and suspicions deepen, ethnic sentiment of both Han Chinese and Uyghurs increases
and ethnic boundaries in daily life become even more clear: both Han and Uyghur residents
started to sell houses and moved to their own ethnic concentrating areas, like what happened in
Urumgi after 2009 and what the beginning of this chapter presents at Maralbexi, and Han and
Uyghur ordinary residents communiedtwith each other less than before. The third issue is on

the football realm, where ethnic identity turns to be magnified above and beyond state identity.

This issue will be discussed with ethnographic details in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4.

6 W B&hEdidion DQG 3)RRWEDOO IRU 6WDELOLW\’

The July 2009 Urumaqi riots have been the turning point for Xinjiang ethnic relation in the
past two decades. It made the state aware of the seriousness of the proldessoofl issue
and stability of XUAR. As a part of subsequent policies after this riot, the central government
designates total nineteen provinces and municipal cities as partners of prefectures in XUAR to
support local economic growth accordingtéKH S5 HFRQVWUXFWLRQ @&RGHO DIWE
33 7KLV SURMHFW LV Ftb@abektiGe WKR JIBLMR YR FHQMLD« " 3 3 $L
3eE.Y°B), which was initiatedn 2010. $ SDUW\V DXWKR U LaDhatliheHP2PHGLD V
Aid Program be a long-term national strategy (Qiushi Theory 20IR.LY SURJUDP B3UHTX
nineteen provinces and municipal cities to establish effective mechanisms for assisting Xinjiang
E\ SURYLGLQJ KXPDQ UHVRXUFHV WHFKQRORJLHV RDQDJHPEL
ry issue to solve is creating jobs for all ethnic groups, improving conditions of education and
KRXVLQJ DQG VXSSRUWLQJ WKH ORFDO *FKDUDFWHULVWLF !
EDQGU\ HWKQLF KDQGLFUDIW LQGXVWU\ DQG WRXU4:VP HWF

% Except the capital Urumagi City, every prefecture of XUAR wagaidly at least one province or municipal city.
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triespromotiQJ HPSOR\PHQW HGXFDWLRQ SURPRWLQJ VWDELOLW\
(Qiushi Theory 2015

Table 2-3: General Relation from Province to Prefecture in Aid Program

Provin n ities Providir . . Tar Aid Pref re:
ovinces and Cities Providi Target Aid Prefectures in Xinjiang arget Aid Prefecture

Aids Location in Xinjiang
Beijing City Hotan Prefecture South
Guangdong Province Kashgar Prefecture; Tumuxuk City South

Shenzhen City, Guangdong Kashgar City; Taxkorgan Tajik Autonomous
Province County,Kashgar Prefecture

Kizilsu Kyrgyz Autonomous Prefecture; Ili
Kazakh Autonomous Prefecture

Kashgar Prefecture (including Maralbexi

South

Jiangsu Province South; North

Shanghai City Cauii) South
Shandong Provicne Kashgar Prefecture South
Zhejiang Province Aksu Prefecture; Aral City South
Liaoning Province Tarbaghatay Prefecture North
Henan Province Hami Prefecture South
Hebei Province Bayangoi Mongol Autonomous Prefecture South
Shanxi Province Wujiaqu City; Changji Hui Autonomous North
Prefecture
Fujian Province Changji Hui Autonomous Prefecture North
Hunan Province Turpan Prefecture South
Hubei Province Bortala Mongol Autonomous Prefecture North
Anhui Province Hotan Prefecture South
Tianjin City Hotan Prefecture South
Heilongjiang Province Altay Prefecture North
Jiangji Province Kizilsu Kyrgyz Autonomous Prefecture South
Jilin Province Altay Prefecture (including Altay City) o

Source: People[f;*MZ). 2011.#-&B+p#«4x30e5XE.Om<i "Y€hart: Relation from Province to Province in Aid
Program). Atttp://cpc.people.com.cn/GB/64093/95111/11606355.Briiay 2017°

% The outline is irChinese chanye cu jiuye, jiaoyu cu wending rencai cu fazi@#9 k+U9,5PZkJ +B, b1 kF$
+y’

% Two regions that | conducted fieldwork for this research, Altay CityMalbexi County, are highlighted. In Chapter
4, readers will note how this designated provitees UH IHFWXUH SDUWQHU DUUDQJHPHQW [EQIOXHQFHV F

ness on inequality.
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It is crucial to note that this P2P Aid Program was initiate@010, one year after July
2009 Urumqi riots. The year 2010 was also important for this thesis because, as | will illustrate
in following chapters, many policies and practices on Xinjiang football could be traced back to
this year. As evidences in following chapters illustrate, these policies were systematieally i
plemented from the regional government to the grassroots level, cooperated with long-lasting
and delicate propaganda techniques. By utilizing football as an attraction, the regionat gover
ment expedd to eliminate instale factors: let restless, unstable, impressionable teenagers and
youths return to schools to be educated. In this thesis, | regart)tRRWEDOO IRY- 6 WDELO
ernance launcheid 2010asa part of the various subsequent projects implemented aftet@009

deal with ethnic tension.

However, without proper management, as the 1997 Ghulja incident shows, football could be
afuel for heating ethnic tension rather than a bond of ethnic unity. In terms of the phenomenon
of S WKH ULVH RI ;LQMLDQJ \RXWK IRRWEDOO"~ WKH JRYHUQPH!
effects on the macro level at present. But in microscopic everyday life, it is questiwhakier
these measures have healed cracks between ethnic groups. Ethnographic data in following chap-
ters will show that practice of Xinjiang local government in the football realm has temporarily
succeeded in achieving social stability. Yet, inter-ethnic stereotypes have also be¢hesteghg
due to two discourses, so-calléB\JK XU |IRRW E D O OXwjiahD @®athdlleR@ysi€alQ G 3
superiority”. Popularized as thé U L VXinjRarg youth fooW E Q@2 ‘discourses and the asso-
ciated inter-ethnic stereotypes could lead to new ethnic rifts in the future. Furthermorexthere e
ist structural inequalities of power relatidnQ &KLQDTV IRRWEDOO theHlai®Rd® DPRQJ
and players. In these imbalanced relations, young players are in the weakest position. Even
though Xinjiang local government plans to make youth as the key factors for stability, it could
hardly change the long-lasting unfair power relations on its own. The next section wilhexam
this structural issue Q & KLQD ffrdalhRRWEDOO

2.2 The Institution of PRC Football: State, Market andin-between Debates

The general situation of sports in the PRC is that both elite sports and school spors (phys
cal education) is strictly controlled by the party-state. Sports in most of the PRC contexts are
managed by two institutional systems, namely the State General Administration of GA@}s (
and the Ministry of Education (MoE).
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2.2.1 Sport Youth Cultivation in the PRC

GAS and MoE are two institutions at the same administrative level under the State Council.
They have corresponding subordinate administrative units in provinces, prefectures and counties
(Figure 2-6). To make it simple, MoE system takes charge of physical education (P.E.) from
primary schools to middle schools till colleges, wiHAS takes charge of raising elite athletes
YLD LWV JUDYV YV URRSBSThdIB M BneXeabbieviatidixiao (j|7E ) (Jones 1999
Whitby 1999)%’

Figure 2-6: General Administrative Structure of sport and education institirions PRC?

State Council

comprising 20 ministries and more than 50 government
organizations/offices/institutions/bureaus/administrations

State General Sports

Ministry of Education Administration

Provincial level Provincial level
Education Departments Sports Bureaus
Prefectural level Prefectural level

Education Bureaus Sports Bureaus
Grassroots level unit Grassroots level unit
Schools Sport Schools

%7 In the context of the PRC, elite athletes are usually cghedshuiping zhuanye yundongyuig)U. +°9 _6"}$%o ),
which are not equal to professional athletes, in ChinkseyundongyuarfP 9 _6"}$%.). There are two major differences; first,
professional athletes might not always come from sports schools, sommaftyecome from universities; second, elite-at
letes are usually paiE\ WKH VWDWH ZKLOH SURIHVVLRQDO DWIKO®MMHNX I$ ME\GL QWD LRO WK WV R
responsibility to pay them.
38 At the provincial level, the administrative unit charging in educatidiinig (.> ), or Department in English, and thd-a

ministrative unitin charge of sport idu (+€), or Bureau in EnglishAt the prefectural level, both units ale.
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Source: The information on the constitution of State Council may bedfaain its official website

http://english.gov.cn

In the 1950s, the CCP established the Elite Sports System based on the Soviet model
(Brownell 1995: 58). Now it is known as the: KRAGHDODWLRQ &H&HW'H)P(Li et. al.

2003). Sports schools are the core channels for transmitting young sports talents in this system.
Most of the professional coaches of different sport disciplines work in sports schooks, whil
common P.E. teachers work in schools. In general, if a ahpdmary school stage is interested

in systematic training of a sport, parents may take thefart@mteur sports schodls LsQare time

outside of school study. When entering teenage stage, youth may enter middle-school level
sports schools where in principle their time is divided to half study and half training. There are
not many such middle-school level sports schools. Usually, in a province there might be a few
such sports schools, while in prefecture there might be only one. The goal of running regional
sports school is to train alWUDQVIHU ~ \RXQJ WI&ve reqahaV tearm Sitidémis X SSH U
at senior-middle-school level sports schools can participate in the National Higher Education En-
trance Examination (NCEE). But in reality, students spent most of time on training at-the e
pense of academic performance, it is quite difficult for them to pass NCEE to enter a prestigious

college (Figure 2-)

3¥37UDQVIHU" U H I HshisongRa V& KnHCHih s SpRICsystem,.
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Figure 2-7: General Flow Chart: Young Athlete Development Process and Distibetiseen MoE and GAS sy
tems in the PRE

National Team

A A

Colleges e Provincial Teams
Senior Middle Provincial Central
Schools Sport Schools
Junior Middle Prefecural Sport

Schools Schools

Amateur Sport

Primary Schools Schools

MoE System GAS System

Source: Combined with Brownell (1995) and Jones (1999) with ethpbigrdata of this research.

In China, provincial sports teams are the outcome of the special sports schools and const
tute a regular form of paid employment for those who rise through the ranks of competitive sport
The best of these pre-elite athletes can enter national level teams or training camps. It does not
only mean that now they are elite, but also means that they can receive more salaries, better
housing condition, better food, better medicine, and better sports clothing from the state or spon-
sors, in return for a full-time commitment to sports training and performance (Jones 1999: 185).
After retiring from national teams or provincial teams, the state will usually provide athletes

job. Based on athletic achievement in their career, some enter prestige college as undergraduate

40 A few athletes may enter national teams from colleges with sport gagams. More commonly, athletes who have
won glory for the state, especially world champions and Olympic medatiisibe awarded the opportunity to study in colleges

after they retired.
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or postgraduate students, some enter state or regional Sports Bureaucracy as officials at different
levels, some go back to provincial or lower level teams as coaches or managers, and some go
back to local sports schools as grassroots level coaches. These are lucky retired athletes, for most
of retired athletes in the grassroots have to find a job by themselves. However, due to poor edu-

cational background, they have no special advantage in the job market.

In nature, sports schools belong to the hierarchical national sport structure undefr the ult
mate direction of the party-state. This pyramidal structure is designed to recruit talent youths at
the grassroots level and move the superior ones Igvielvel up through the system until they
arrive at the pinnacle, the national team (Brownell 1995: 58-59). This sports school system is

highly competitive and, to some extent, cruel as well.

In recent years, it has become increasingly difficult for nationwide sports schools to recruit
students. The major reason is that students in sports schools, who have insufficient cultural
NQRZOHGJH DQG QR H[FHSWLRQDO VNLOOV EXW \WBRUWYV 3DL
al. 2003). As a result, now students in in nationwide sports schools are mostly from poor families,
especially rural families or urban laid-off workers families. Middle class parents would send
their children to urban sport clubs to study sports, like fencing, golf or equestrian, rather than
sending their children to sports school which only providl@Ww OHDVW LQ Wkibughd SDUHC

hard and boring disciplines, like weightlifting, wrestling, gymnast or diving.

2.2.2 State-led ProfessionalizatianMarketizing Experiment in the PRC Football

Historically speaking, Chinese professional football might be a perfect window to look
through the undergoing social transformation of the PRC. Because the process of professionali

ing football synchronizes the process of Chifattelerating to embrace the global market.

In sum, the Chinese professionalization of football in the past twenty wearthe process
of competition, negotiation and compromise between two forces, namely, variable profit-
oriented capitals and the state that wants to promote Chinese nationalism. Although the-two for
es pursued different goals, their style on practice was highly consistent, which wagsydd
argue, utilitarianism. In this processwiés the professional and pre-professional young foletbal
ers that were directly impacted. And Chinese fans were also hurt - at least emotionally - due to
QDWLRQDO WHDPYV SRRU DWKOHWLF SHUIRUPDQFH ;X D
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The Nationalist Goal and Measures

The reform of football was part of the socio-economic reform of Ciirthe 1990s. Fde
ball ZDV 3FK R dfficial sfiokt governing body as one of the major sports to becomesprofe
sional becausét has huge popular appeal worldwide, an established and prestigious World Cup,
significant attractions for potential sponsors and a successful club system in Europesand els
ZKHUH W RoreR 899b: 186§.By establishing a professional league systeith & sip-
porting youth team program, China hoped to bring about a change of fortune that could lead it
forward internationally. Even if the World Cup finals remain elusive in the short t&mna
will have established a sustainable homebased market for foofballes 1999b: 186). More
specifically, the state believes that athletic improvement of national teams in different sports, in-
cluding football, will help to preserve the legitimacy of this regime, and the subsequenssucces
ful hosting of the Beijing Olympic Games in 2008 has strengthened the view that sports can i
SURYH WKH 3VRIW CGaReiyt201).R1 &KLQD

The professionalizing process of football introduced the idea and practice of accountability,
at the same time separating the government to some extent from direct control of sport (Jones
1999b: 185). Yet, in fact the state has effectively controlled the professionalizing football via the
Chinese Football Association (CFA) that pdyhe role of the agency of the state. CFA is eam
ly a private association, but in fact, its staff are from the state foalllRf HUQLQJ ERG\ FDOO
Manage Center of Football 0 &), which is a branch office dBAS** CFA is also the largest
shareholder in the China Super League (CSL) Com{afy.a result, CFA has been able to use
the shareholder system, not only to get a dividend from the league, but also to carry aut the n

tional will through the internal executive order within the CSL Company.

“YYROORZLQJ PHQYTV ERRWHWE O O P HI GveReHifted préfe3<ibhalizatiah Gespectively in 1995
and 1996 (LiangLi and Tang 1999; Wu 2002).

421n 2015, CFA detached from the Management Centre of Football (MEJ[5«_6"}KIC® O/k in Chinese. And MCT

under GAS existed until it was cancelled in January 2017.

43 CSL Company is the actual governing body of the China Supsguiee Wien CSL Company was found in 2014,
&)$TV VKDUH for B6YR eaGhVisfHh® sixteen clubs in the CSL shares 4%.
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The first and foremost aim of China to professionalize football, since 1994 to the present,
has been to improve the athletic performance of football national teams (Zhou 2015; National
Development and Reform Commission 2016). For this aim, the state clearly understands the
equal importance of establishirgprofessional league and reserving young talents. On youth
football, CFA has established various policies to ensure that channels of cultivating and-transfe
ring youth players are always open. For instance, in the non-professional fodtbdalD G WKH PHQ'
football program in the National Games sets up youth group that is only open to players under
twenty-three (CFA 2017a). In professional football field, the Chinese Reserve League was found
in 2002, and it was a compulsory youth version of the CSL that all the sixteen CSL clubs were
required to send their youth team to participate in (CFA 2017b). A latest evidence is that since
early 2017 CFA has implementedstrict policy to help the domestic yibuby forcing the clubs
to field more under-23 players on the pitch (Xinhua 2017d).

+RZHYHU WKLQJV JR FRQWUDU\ \Mfekip@id And rdféssional ,Q ER)
fields, most provincial teams and clubs are eager for immediately getting respective benefits
from the market or the state. Quick and instant wins are the best solution for their goals. For
young footballers, thefirst and foremost need is to sign a contract with a professional club for
subsistence, not to play a match for the national team. For these youth, the state is a xaraway e
istence, while local Sports Bureaus or professional clubs are the most direct institutions that
might relate to them. Yet, these institutidhsX W L O Lade puidDyQutls tdddballers into the

awkward position.

Players as Labor Force in the Global Market

%HIRUH PRYLQJ WR GLVFXVV \RXQJ IRRWEDOOHUVY FKDOC
broader review on aignificant trend in global professional sports. As globalization accelerates

in the past three decadesore sport leagues and events have been controlled by mega é4pitals.

“ Those sports include the four major professional sport leagiésrih America (American football, baseball, ice koc
ey and basketball), stock car racing, professional wrestling, axitidy as well as football (Wacquant 2006; Newman and
Giardina 2011; Hartmann 201Kenredy and Kennedy 2016).
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In terms of football, to win becomes the most important value, as it has already been in
many other professional sports. To make events more competitive and entertaining, tae Fédér
tion Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) and its six continental branches, including the
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) have amended their rules to ensure that footballers can
move freely around the gloj2As a result, many poor youngsters from Latin America anid Afr
FD DUH DEOH WR HQWHU (XURSHDQ SURIHVVLRQDO FOXEV V
highest-level leagues (Maguire and Pearton 2000; Frick)Z800also makes the European
leagues the most competitive leagues and - in terms of results of matches - perhaps the most en-
tertaining as wellAnd footballers who play in European leagues are also widely seen asthe ric

est players - at least in many Xinjiang youngsfersl \HtMs thesis -.

The football reform of FIFA and AFC forced CFA to establish the transfer system in China.
As a result, itametrue for international players to joie KLQDTV FOXEV DQG IRU GRP
to move among provinces and clubs (Zhao 2000). Clubs that were not so rich would prepare
some fundingo hire good but relatively cheap Latin America, Africa or Eastern Europegn pla
ers, and experienced domestic players. Meanwhile, these clubs also devoted some cost for build-
ing its reserve team, and one of their specific wag to cooperate with local Sports Bureaus.
Before establishing their own self-sustaining youth training model and reserve tieggaspro-
fessional clubs have been purchasing most of their youth players from provincial or prefectural
teams (Jones 1999b: 187). In this thesis, the only one professionally club in Xinjiang, Tianshan
Leopard, adopts this way: the club cooperates with the Xinjiang Sports Bureau and gurchase

“5HDGHUV PD\ ILQG PDQ\ ZHOO fankfetP(RAIBA, WK Datky. Gom&rCdl2dtdn \afd ¥émniodif
cation have altered many football terminologlV )RU LQVWDQFH 38QWLO D IHZ \HBEBNQMEIRPSDVVY L
from one player to another. Now it alludes more to the movenfienplayer from one club to another, or one country to aldth’
(Galeano 2013: 247).

“The milestone case on the free movement of labour and hadoaipd effect on the transfers of footballers within the
European Union (EU) is the Bosman ruling issued in 1995. Prioet®dsman ruling, professional clubs in some partswf E
rope could prevent players from joining a club in another cowvien if their contracts had expired, because many of thege pla
ers had been cultivated since their youth in the reserve team oftthlkseln other word, players were seen as property of a club
(Simmons 1997; Frick 2007).
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excellent young talents for forming its own reserve team from Song Qingling Football School

that is run by the Xinjiang Sports Bure4u.

Utilitarian Football: /RFD O 6 S R U WeVal@dtidnFridexO V

The football reform has not brought professional clubs to each province or city. In places
with no professional clubs, provincial sports governors are concerned about the quadr@nnial N
tional Games, while prefectural sports gowesnare concerned about the quadrennial Region-
al/Provincial Games. As shown in chapter 5, the athletic performance of a sport teamesn the r
gional championship is the most import&al H\ S H U IR U P D QferHjrdsQdats SjiokgR U
ficials. And it would be even better if these local Sports Bureaus could transfer some young
players to professional clubs and increase the income of their own department, in the name of
SFXOWLY D WwdyanhfdiHiH\y ~ in Chinese). But after all, selling talents is not the core

concern for local sports officials.

The football reform has brougff KDQJHV WR SO & \e¢hst Yo adu@ playaksL WS
not hard to understand that players wa& HG WR EH 3 VWDWH DPDWHXIUV™ LQ S
teredto become paid staff who work for a club (Jones 1996b: 185). But before signing a contract
with a professional club, most of young players in a provincial or prefectural team weheatta
to the local Sports Bureau. Controlled under state power, these voiceless youth footballers could
not easily enter the market as free men, even if they and a professional club both inteigged to

an agreemerif

Sometimes, utilitarian interference from the local spadministrations might lead many
youthsfcareer prematurely come to the end. For instance, there widely exist cheayoggin

47 Song Qingling Football School (S. Q. Football School) is ruXimjiang Football Association (XFA). It is a traditional
sports school under the contadlprovincial level Sports Bureau. It differs from the football schooltyia professional football

club, like the Football School in Guangdong Province.

48 According to Article 53WKH 7UDQVIHU RI 'RPHVWLF $PDWHXU 30D\HUV ™ IDD@HLV WUD
who is in fact equal to a young player in the context of Chilsa, signsa %raining agreemeritwith the original training unit
that mostly refers to a regio@ 6 SRUWYV %XUHDX 7KLV 3WUDL Q@br@d dver yolhgPieb®alers QGFALWLPLIHYV
2009).
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football, and the most typical one is age fraud. This prohibited cheating by giving false info
mation of youngsters is popular and easy to do in the grassroots youth football. As a result, elder
players who might be taller and stronger compete against younger teenagers, or a teenager playe
compete against a child. It is obvious that such match will not be a fair play. Chapter £will pr
sent that once this cheating has been caught, the punishment and practical impact on teenage
players is far greater than that on local sports institutions. Local sporting bodies would be fined
at most, while those young players would be suspended for several years. That would be a deadly
penalty forWKHV H d&Rreeipldrn/

Utilitarian Football: Market-oriented Clubs as Mercenaries

The first and foremost concern of market-oriented professional clubs isprbfiee major
income sources include tickets sale, broadcast right sale and market sponsorship. The first two
rights are completely controlled by CSL company and a club must share bonus withr@SL co
pany. Only market sponsorship is partly controlled by a club, and the amount of market-sponso
ship is directly proportional to the teg§mathletic performance. In the understanding of football
professionalism, clubs are more sensitive to the market than the local Sports Bureau. Clubs know
the importance of continually owning excellent players for the dJsbscess. There are two so-
lutions: being patient to cultivate own young players, but it will take tanedirectly purchasing

experienced players.

Not until around 2013 with the end of an extensive anti-corruption campaign, many well-
funded private enterprises had entered Chinese football and infected huge funds (Guardian
2013)*° Mega capitals entered Chinese professional football and changed the training mode of

young footballers. Although newly-found or small professional clubs still recruit players from

49 At the beginning of the football reform in the 1990s, ownerthefearliest clubs in the league were half privaterente
prises and half powerful state-owned enterprises, which had grown bp aconomic reform initiated in the early 1980s. In
season 2017, eleven of t(heL[ WHH Q &6/ F @vr&pfifatB &n@eiblisys, and twelve of M [WHHQ &/ FOWeEEVY RZQHUYV
private enterpriseéTable 2-4 and Table 2-5). Querying along the open informatias,eéisy to note that most of the Chinese
professional footballF O Xd&¥Wefs, whether private or state-owned, were involved in real estatedssimich generated huge
profits in the past twenty years in China. It is also noted that mosspimrfal teams were concentrated in the more economically
developed eastern coastal provinces (Figure 2-8; FigQje 2-
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Table 2-4: Chinese Super League Clubs and Owners in 2017 Season

. . Owners

Club Chinese name Home City  Owners .

Categories
Beijing Sinobo Guoan GUICs ;1 Beijing Sinobo Group (64%); CITIC Group (%?%’ ;e-State
Changchun Yatai K§ U T# Changchun Chanchun Jisheng Investment State-onwe
Chongging Dangdai Lifan Gy |+] E 6 Chongqging Desports (90%); Lifan Group (10%) Private
Guangzhou Evergrande Evergrande Group (60%); Alibaba .
Taobao ,W$ & Guangzhou Group (40%) Private
Guangzhou R&F uE Guangzhou Guangzhou R&F Properties Co., Ltd. Private
Guizhou Hengfeng N a . Guizhou Zhicheng Group; Hengfeng _ .
Zhicheng Ba ,B€E2@b Guiyang Group Private
Hebei CFFC "AaG: ?7¢ Qinghuangdao Etgma Fortune Land Development C Private
Henan Jianye "At e Zhengxhou Henan Haolin Investment (95.7%) Private
Jiangsu Suning "e<7<7 Nanjing Suning Appliance Group Private
Liaoning Whowin F- ¢F{ Shenyang Liaoning Whowin Group (80%) Private
Shandong Luneng Taishan; iQY7-# i Jinan Luneng Group State-onwer
Shanghai Greenland #83D “+c8a Shanghai Greenland Group State-onwer
Shenhua
Shanghai SIPG #H8:$_ Shanghai Shanghai International Port Group State-onwel
Tianjin Quanjian Y#U!: » Tianjin Quanjian Natural Medical Group Private

R - TEDA Investment Holding Co., Ltd.
Tianjin Teda Y#U# F, Tianjin (85.4%) State-onwer
. . 0N . ‘
Yanbian Funde &Eéu ¢ Yanjin Funde Sino Life (70%); Yanbian SM Private
(30%)

6RXUFH :LNLSHGLD 3 &KLQHVH 6XSHU /HDJXH =~ $W

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2017 Chinese_Super_Leaageessed 29 May 2017; (2) State Administration for

Industry and Commerce of the People's Republic of China (SANaYional Enterprise Credit Information Puldic

ty System. At http://www.gsxt.gov.cn/index.htndccessed 29 May 2017.
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Table 2-5: China League One Clubs and Owners in 2017 Season

. . Owners
Club Chinese name Home City Owners .
Categories
Hangzhou Greentown «3Dbp Hangzhou Greentown China Holdings Co., Ltd. Private
Shijiazhuang Ever Bright .# &29°"h < Shijiazhuang Yongchang Real Estate (70%) Private
. . . i H hai Ph ical .
Qingdao Huanghai M, &TO#HE Qingdao (Lgtl(;'ngdao uanghal Pharmaceutica (Prlvate
Beijing Renhe GUev, Beijing Renhe Commercial Holding Co.,Ltd Private
Dalian Yifang WFSO0é Dalian Dalian Yifang Group Co. Ltd. Private
Wuhan Zall 1-%R f(n Wuhan Zall Group Private
. - Hohhot Sports Bureau; Shanghai State/Private
Nei Mongol zhongyou —Ek 1z Hohhot Zhongyou Real Estate Co., Ltd. Mixed
. . . Conglomerate Beijing Enterprises
Beijing Enterprises Group GU G x( U Beijing Holdings Limited State-own
Shenzhen FC $lcEve Shenzhen Kaisa Group Private
Shanghai Shenxin #8+ch> Shanghai Shanghai Hengyuan Enterprise Private

Development Co, Ltd;

Urumgi Juntai Real Estate Co., Ltd
Xinjiang Tianshan Leopard a+Y | MB© Urumgi (66.67%); Shanghai Changhua Baoru Private
Investment Co., Ltd (33.33%)
Guangdong New Jinwei Real Estate

Meizhou Hakka p Oee Wuhua Development Co., Ltd. Private
Zhejiang Yiteng #%o"*10P" Shaoxing Yiteng Group Private
Dalian Transcendence WFSCucCe Dalian Dalian State-owned Assets Investm State-own
& Management (Group) Co., Ltd
Kunming Minjian Mechanical &
Electrical EQquipment Co., Ltd.; Lijian _ .
Yunnan Lijiang TE™O <~ Ljiang Gucheng D?stri?:t Zhuchun DemoIJitio Private
Co., Ltd
Baoding Yingli Yitong Eéw Baoding Baoding City Real Estate Group Co., Ltd State-own

Source: (1) LNLSHGLD 3 Led&gkd @nel'V#ips://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2017_China_League One
accessed 29 May 2017; (8)$, & National Enterprise Credit Information Publicity Systérit
http://www.gsxt.gov.cn/index.htndccessed 29 May 2017.
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Figure 2-8: Location of Teams in 2017 Chinese Super League
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Figure 2-9 Location of Teams in 2017 Chinese League One
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local provincial or prefectural teams, one recent trend is that rich and big clubs would sather e
tablish their own football schools (Table 228 In these club-run football schools, the best young
players will be given priority to sign up with the owner club of this school, while the less best
ones will likely be sold to other clubs. In this sense, the relationship between a state-run sports
school and a long-existing club is like the relationship between a raw material supplier and a

processing trader, while a club-run football school is like a complete commercial body with the

%0 very few college students successfully sign a contract with a piarfesslub. For comprehensible reasons, they have

much more career choices than their peers who come from sports schools.
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function of self-production and self-marketing. The only unchanged is that young footballers are
commodities. Compared to the traditional provincial/prefectural team mode or the state-run
sports schooFWUDLQLQJ D JU tHedePvidliPeVsonreR@3td in the short term for the self-

production and self-marketing mode of club-run football schools, but its long-term economic and

social benefits are still considerable.

Table 2-6: General Difference between Sports Schools and Football Schools

Categories Sport Schools Football Schools
Affiliation Local sport bureaus Professional clubs
Ownership State-own Private
Source of Surronding area Nationwide
students
Provide 9-year compulsary education,
Education Provide 3-year junior middle school progre covering 6-year primary schools and 3-ye
Program and 3-year senior middle school program junior middle school; some also provide :

year senior middle school program

Very professional; Chinese; some are

Coaches Basic; Chinese : :

international
Source of Sport school graduates; retired players fro College graduates; retired professional
coaches provincial team players
Fee Fair and affordable for most families Highly cost
Career Reserve teams of professional clubs;
development  [Provincial team; open colleage by taking national entrance
after graduation examination

Mega capitals have created another approach for youth training and, to some extent, is help-
ful for increasing the number of young footballers, but that does not necessarily lead to increase
in \RXQJ |IRR \MM&yhdgxioneldh e pitches. Along with Chifiaaccelerated marketization,

& K L Qopfe¥sional football clubs have also in recent years increased capital investments for
winning games, more market sponsorship and more fans attention (the latter two are slosely a

sociated with the athletic performance). More Chinese football clubs have not been satisfied with
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the result of cultivating their own young players or buying intermediate Latin Americanior Afr

can players. On the contrary, they choose to pay a huge sum of salary - sometimes even more
than what best European clubs could afford - to attract international super stars to join (Guardian
2017a). AsaresufRXQJ SOD\HUVY FKDQFHV RI SOD\LQJ RQ WKH SLW

S3ULQFLSOH RI )RRWEDO O™ Maikdt anavHdvs EHWZHHQ 6 WDWH

&OXEV 3EXUQLQ puBin@ khternatidhhl super stars instead of fielding youth
players is no doubt a violation of the courfirgoal of using professional league to promote Ch
nese young players and in the end lead to@he W L R Q DebteVatHIEXiP fuicome. For how to
achieve this national goal, the state, the market and fans have plunged into a long-lasting debate.

The state and market-oriented club owners often critique each other for knowing nothing
about W KRinéiple R JRRWEDOO ~ ZKLOH HLW KldaslyP Dh@ @@®RaNhsBs ILQH W
WKBEMEiple RI )RRWEDOO™ LV QRW HTXD O inntderuiticgXiieratiéndiD ]\ LQY
football super stars that leads to compressing opportunities for Chinese players, especially the
youth, to play a game (Beijing Times 2015). On the other ha@dX& V F O D L Prindigfeliv WK H 3
) R R W E D Gadrminis¥fati@ril thus the governing body of the professional league should be
completely detached from the state (Xinhua 20%7®yhat embarrassing is that both argue that
WKH NH\ VROXWLRQ LV WR 30HW W KH ystinRitHeNcer i@ty GR WK
are the professionals (Xinhua 20173).

Twenty-year professionalization of China football has created a large group of paradoxical
fans who highly value the result of winning/losing. They are passionate nationalists who critique
CFA without hesitation when national teams lose again and agbilR P IDQVY SRLQW RI1 YL

133iQFLSOH R gRrBAViE DHinafootball circle, is a literal translation3§€«Y7/3 “in Chinese.

%2Some intellectuals also agree that the root of the probfehinaIRRWEDOO 3LV WKH SROLWLFDO V\VWHP
(Xu 2008a:271).

8¢ ZLGHO\ VKDUHG RSLQLRQ LV WKDWQRZKH BWR | W\DLRQ MO~ PO XERRHYDZ K R H\Q
In recent years, the public critique has concentrated on CFA sadtital leader, the CFA Chairman Cai Zhenhua. Many b
lieved that Mr. Cai, as the former table tennis world champion and fdygold medallist, undoubtedly knew pretty much on
table tennis; but in the realm of football he is not a profeskiona
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do have sufficient evidence to blame Chinese footballers. As they argue that there are so many
training-hard and low-income athletes in other sports wining honour for the China, while what
those high-salary Chinese footballers have brought are nothing but subsequent failures. Ironically,
when CFA as the delegation of the state introduces policies that aim at improving domestic
young players opportunities for playing on the pitches, fans almost always stand besides club-
owners and sponsors of the league, and blame those policies harming the entertainment of the

league®*

In general, fans emotionally affiliate with club they support, and the club owner also applies
a series of business methods to strengthen fans bond, eventually forming a club-fan community.
Thus, every time when CFA issues any new policy that seems to b@ ¥gAl WKH 33ULQFLS
JRRWEDOO’ suppdpt\andRdymiphtize professional clubs, which are sometimes described
as doing selfless job for china footba@lliKennedy and Kennedy (2016) critique what is going on
in European professional football, arguMigK DW PHJD FDSLWDOV FRQWURO WKHF
value by media. Paradoxically, the stateHG PDUNHWL]DWLRQ IRU &KIcQDYfV IRF
cessfully control public opinion through the media.

SuchSXEOLF RSLQLRQ LV YHU\ yYoQridplaRexs & eHn gerdraklkdsQ D  V
competent than international and domestic experienced players. Few young players are consid-
ered in KHD G F RibeFug Bl If a coach is bold enough to field a young man, both the
coach and the young man must be prepared to withstand intense stresses of public opinion from

fans.

A remarkable fact is that it is rare for clubs to offend the state by openly critiquing CFA via

media. As a case suggested in Chapter 6, some clubs further restrict players to make comments

*7KHUH DUH WZR W\SLFDO &)$7V SROLFLH\FVSHHO RIQ) RVR\WM EDXCEID L F @D ¥ FDW B L\QHVDN
and 2002, CFA suspended the principle of promotion and redegatihin its league, in the name of providing condition for the
national team to qualify 2002 FIFA World Cup. In 2017, CFleased a U23 policy to limit on foreign players within CSL, in
the name of providing more opportunities for Chinese young playerbXi2017d).

%5 0One recent example is that Guangzhou Evergrande FC, the most suic@eisafse club in CSL, was believed to defray
the huge amount of salary to the new national team manager, Itakswléey coach MarcelleLSSL 'HWDLOV RQ /LSSLYV VI
wasnotDQQRXQFHG LQ RIILFLDO SUHVV \HW &WIK@HNHX IFRLAWD EWR@H FR U £XOHQK PKR K R (@ H.U
Xu Jiayin, a Chinese real estate tycoon, in this deal between Lipgirahd
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DIJDLQVW &)$ RQ HLWKHU PDVV RU VRFLDO PHGLD <RXQJ IRR
if they still want to have opportunity to play on the pitch.

Voiceless Young Footballers with Burdens

In the tumult of public debate, it is footballers, especially the ordinary footballers in inferior
leagues, the injured ones who have to abort their career, and young pre-professional players that
are absent. Regardless of income, they are somehow vulnerabletattioé from both the state

and capitals. To grassroot level football youth, they have to survive at least two burdens.

One is the burden to deal with the risk of being abandoned by the state. As illustrated in the
section above, before entering a professional club, best young footballers in a province belong to
the provincial Sports Bureau. After the football reform, the primary task of a provincial team is
to participate in the National Games every four years, while the primary task of a prefectural
team to play in the Regional Games every four years. After the Games, th® Waagion is
over. At that time, if young footballers fail to sign a contract with a professional club, it means
the end of their football career. Then, they must make a living in the labor market as other young
people do. But due to their low educational background and poor family economic conditions,

such players have limited career choice.

Another is the burden to deal with the risk of being abandoned by the market. Although
competent young footballers can sign a contract with a professional club, the recent trend is that
most clubs would prefer investing funding on introducing international or high-level domestic
players to cultivating youth players. In front-line teams, many renowned adult footballers - some
are international super stars - squeeze young capable players out of the game. In the name of the
fans, clubs often justify such practices, because most of the fans want to see théjvitdams
ries as soon as possible, and most of the fans believe that adult players are more experienced than
their young teammates. If young footballers could not have a chance to play in the front-line
team for a long time, regardless of the decline of athletic state, the better possibility for them is to

be transferred to inferior league, while the worst result is to lose job.

In this research, readers will note that Xinjiang ethnic minority youth footballers who come
to neidi, especially those pre-professionals, bear other burdens in addition to the two suggested

above. These burdens are cultural adaptation (language barriers, eating habits, homesick and in-
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terpersonal relationships), and the challenge to deal with - inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic - implicit

discrimination and explicit misunderstanding.

Readers will also note that most of the Xinjiang youth players have suspended football
training for various reasons before entering the pre-professional stage, though many of them,
with a beautiful vision for their future, wereQVSLUHG E\ WKHLU HWKQLF IHOORZ
the beginning.

2.3 Conclusion: 3) R R W E 3@ty RPU

This chapter examines two contextual issues on Xinjiang youth football. The first issue is
the development of ethnic tension in Xinjiang within the past two decades. Xinjiang has been
presented as a complex region by many existing bodies of literature from historic, geopolitical,
and anthropological perspectives. From ordinary people, to the academic circles, to the policy
makers and executioners, many think;&f Q ML D QJ D Vdue @ the $thabdedical importance
Rl :LQMLDQJ IRU &KL Q D%tsrr QUDAV Firke® ROD3; \Nethax @hdBtobell 2015).
<HW LW LV LPSRUWDQW WR QRWH WKDW :-lir@eistbrig feiod V Q RW
of the PRC until the late-socialist eraQ WKH VRFLDOLVW HUD WKH VWDWHYV
EXLOG-HAMKRYMWF FODVVHV DV ZRUNHUV SHDVDQWYVY #ROGLHU
ing different ethnic groups (Clarke 2007). However, in the late-socialist era since the 1980s, as
China has become integrated into global capitalism, development policies have been gradually
JHDUHG WRZDUGY HFRQRPLF JURZWK DQG WKH VWDWHYV VR
equality had been replaced by Chinese Nationalism and market economy (Meisner 1999: 525;
Wang 2004; Zhang 201)an this broad background, youth football tedout to be a part of
various VWDWHTTV SUR MBlIBMAXiMaRg VBERGUHR RWEDOO SDUWLFLSDQV
refleciedthe complexity of local ethnic relation. However, as Finley (2013) and Yee (20§}3) su
JHVW WKDW WKH VWD WetgAE B G R VB IGBDWNHBBEVA. OFER @ (L Gy W K H V H
failed to solve equality issue in Xinjiang, thus, ethnic tension developed into conflicts in the past
twenty years. For this thesis, WX O G 3) RR W E D Ofall drRltcéed iD thé Oturép\

Next, this chapter examines the long-lasting structural inequality of power relation among
the state, the market and footballers. This chapter illustrates that youth from poor famgles lon
ing to pursue a career in football for improving domestic economic condition, but in the late-

socialist era, the state can no longer provide stable benefits like those in the socialist period.
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Moreover, young footballers must bear the pressure from the state, the market and the public.

Ther career future in football is full of uncertainties and challenges.

For Xinjiang ethnic minortyl RRWEDOO \RXWK WKH ORFDO JRYHUQPH
6 HF X ULW\ cavingtieimamgel the existing structural inequality of power relation, and young
players will still be at the weak position in such imbalanced power relation. As what next four
chapters will discuss, Xinjiang football youth must solve many hardship, like stigmatization due
to ethnic tension, shortage of necessities, language barrier, adjustment to new living environment
and training style, etc. When they are coping with these challenges, the local government via
3SR OLWLF D @caEdddeines] teachers) sports cadrey istanplementing relevant policies

and propagandas but has édito provide substantial assistance.
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Chapter 3 Tradition and Myth: Art of Forming Consent

Rahman was born in 1999 and when | interviewed him in early 2017, he had ivesn-
ber of the G Football ClupY UHVHUYH WHDP W PDGH Kidke QddelGRXEW
among his Xinjiang youth football peers. As a kid, Rahman learned football from his father who

had also been a known footballer in their hometown Artush. Rahman told me,

8VXDOO\ P\ IDWKHU GR HwvQrfisMoR kG o fobB&! W EhDWOtOHe was
DJDLQVW PH ZKHQ , VWDUWHG WR OHDUQ IRRRWERDW RKKFBDWYXI
group cRXOGIW ILQG D ZD\ RXW E\ SOD\LQJ IRRWEDRO S U RWKSH FWG
for our ethnic group to play football, like what my father said, why so many peopiey i

hometown are still playing. A coach in my hometown told me and my teamméteshave ex-

cellent physical conditions. You are like good minerals. You must wait for sonteatig you

out.” So, | kept playingand training, waiting for the coach that could dig me out. And then, the

scout of the G Football School came to see me. | wgsulu

As Rahman says, football does not suddenly t8iRSXODU LQ ;LQMLDQJ 5DKPDQ
to bea footballer and now there are many youths playing and training football in his hometown
DW 6RXWK ;LQMLDQJ O0ODQ\ 8\UKXUV UHJDUG IRRWED©OO DV D
ghurs have some formR1 SK\VLFDO DQG JHQHWLF WDOHQW RQ IRRWE
youth fooWED OO~ GLVFRtaUitbAR\ANRIE RAX E K DO V Kavéd febfurRehtll, AP
peaed on the media. Many government officials in Xinjiang, who used to be silent abaut foo
ball since the 1997 Ghulja incident, have instead started to endorse the XinjiRrR Wrad> O O 3
tion"and3;LQMLDQJ NRIRKWELDFRDMHOXSHULRULW\’

Based on text and discourse analysis, this chapter will focus on two issues: the invention of
38\JKXU IRRW E Dan®the dansdructibh Rf@he social mythog, LQMLD QJinddAKQLF P
WLHVY SK\VLFDO VXSHULRULW\" %OHQGLQJ GHVFULSWLRQ D
systematically promoting the two discourses, the state tries to produce the ethnic minority citizen
best suited to the governrméh¥ ) RRWED OO |IRU 6 Wdddté 1Ddt WdaniZeR GoldrriridV
projects in the football realm might B KLQDfV QHZ JRYHUQPHQWDOLW\ LQ ;L
socialist era. But these projects might be ill-advised. Because they ostensibly dreaidlya
environment for ethnic minority youth to participate in football and reinforce the transetinic n
WLRQingahger DV D UHJLRQDO L GheéyQtvengiian efhKiv\boluialatiEsFadd s
lidify ethnic categories between the Han and ethnic minorities, particularly Uyghurs.
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7KH ILUVW VHFWLRQ ZLOO H[DPLQH WKH RULJLQ DQG UHSI
WLRQ™ DQG KRZ LW LV LQWHUSUHWHG E\ ORF DstrateitR6SOH L Q
3; LQMLDQJ SK\VL Fliiy@ompérsyg bpinivhsLofvperipheral participants (young-foo
E D O O H U vathd SEhabHt€adhers, fans, sports officials and media practitioners) and central
participants (young footballers and their coaches). Their different opinions will be examined un-
der the background of the imagination on the body in modern China. Thus, this chapter will also
discuss how state-nationalism and ethno-nationalism influence Chinese concepts of the body,
and how these concepts respectively reflect social anxieties of the Han and Xinjiang &thnic m

norities.

3 ;LQMLDQJ )RRWEDOO 37UDGLWLRQ"

In this research, | note that from the grassrodk WKH VWDWH PDQ\ ;&=QMLDQJ
VLRQ RQ WKH ;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOO 3WUD GdawdriR Ixsled @dtH KLJKO
most all the young footballers the same question: why participated in football. Their answers
were diverse, yet, one w3 OZD\V WKH VDPH 3300 NLGV LQ P\ KRPHWRZ
SOD\ IRRWEDOO VLQFH ZH DUH NLGV"  6Brfidted LF2EK\W S DQM QMMQ/I
has the tradition of playingRRWEDOO"~ ,Q DGGLWLRQ R Uikt RiatgRFXPHQ
people haeWKH WUDGLWLRQ WR SD $poitFBubuivdntl XURARCRpadikeM ™~ ;83$5
of Education 2011) and claed WKDW ;LQMLDQJ 3KDV D ORQJ KLVWRULF L
(XUAR Government 20113 How could football as sport born just 150 years ago in England
becaPH D SWUDGLWLRQ ™ LQ ;LQMLDQJ"

3 7KH 3, QYHQWLRQH PHUGEG WEKHH35RI 7TUDGLWLRQ

As reviewed in Chapter 1 LQ PDQ\ SDUWV RI WKH ZRUOG WKH KLVW
only about one hundred years long, and some of these traditions are not even rooted in that place
but introduced from outside. For discussing this phenomenon, Hobsbawm and Ranger (1983)

% 7KH WHUP 3;LQMXimiangre® BXESOOIHI & KLQHVH LQ WKHVH R ldriidubu® Miel.GiLVFRXUVHYV
erally, it is used by those Han or Uyghur cadres to refer to allcaginmiuips living in Xinjiang. But, if we carefully examine the
context of this term, it is notable that these cadres in fact use this term to igdene particular ethnic minorities, especially
Uyghurs, instead of all people in Xinjiang. This is a subtle linguistibnique.
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SURSRVHV WKH FRQFHSWLRQ RIDb¢Khd spgalletdQdiMjlargGodiobll 7 U D G L\
SWUDGLWLRQ kiBtHOR QY WRWMIGLWUDGLWLRQ ™™ $ UHFNOHVYV UH)\
EH 3\Hé&tause, after all, a widely shared fact is that modern football originated in England in

the nineteenth century. In addition, Hobsbawm (1983:1) himself regards the appearanse and d
velopment of the practices associated with the Cup Final in British Association Foothall as
3SLQYHQWHG " WUDGLWLRQ”

However, +tREVEDZPfV FRQFHSW R hbotQu¥ttd QistrimBat/tbdnGte WL R Q™ L
ic facts, but alsa@o analyse the process and influence of the emergence of such conception in a
certain place. For this thesis, ldo loQWHQG WR GLVFXVV ZKHWKHU WKH ;LQ
LV RU LV QRW DQ 3LQYHQWHG WUDGLWLRQ" ,W LV WUXH W
could be worth to this research, because it is, as Hobsbawm (1983:1) 3dé¢® NHQ WR PHDQ |
of practices, normally governed by overtly or tacitly accepted rules and of a ritual or symbolic
nature, which seek to inculcate certain values and norms of behaviour by repetition, which auto-
PDWLFDOO\ LPSOLHV FRQWLQXLW\ ZLWK WKH SDVW é- ,Q WKL\
search is to examine what values and norms of behaviours in Xinjiang have been inculcated via
UHLWHUDWLQJ 3IRRWEDOO WUD G L Who @hesevaluaskahd/nddms\of ZH P L.

behaviour imply continuity with the past).

In this thesis, | see practices and discouRe® ;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOO SWUDGLW
that was constructed by ethnic minority groups, particularly ethnic minority elites. Drawing on
Stevan+DUUHOOYV LGHD RQ WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI HWK
something that has already exidtand as a part afeveloping ethnic consciousnessther than
something that was made up out of nothing. Thus, what we should concentrate on is to examine
WKH FRQWH[W LQ ZKLFK WKHwdsQWK DQIH® R® EIRFGE AMGE DESH. Uk
fied by the interaction with the cenfer +DUUH O O ,Q WKLV VHQtYH , LOC
EDOO 3WU D G hat/ lheRrQaccomddn®é WKH 3ULVH RI ;LQMLDQJ Y\RXWK IR

57 As Hobsbawm (283 1) suggests, the appearance and development of the pracsioeisi®s! with the Cup Final in
%BULWLVK $VVRFLDWLRQ )RRW E D& émérgt iD less[dasiBiadctable makneDWEHIN IbfeQandadate
EOH SHULRG DQG WKLV NLQG Rdteyanybbiventéd tRa@itiolV LQFOXGHG LQ WKH
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HPHUJLQJ WUDGLWLRQ-HF KU HEHdRhidtdrichlVéanteXU did Xinjiang

football originate in the beginning?

3.1.2 The Yiksak Legend

In this research, | find that the origin of Xinjiang football is related to a village called Yik-
sak. As a young footballer whose hometown is in Artush told fleere is a village in my
KRPHWRZQ DQG WKH YLOODJHUV KDYH EHHQ SOD\LQJ IRRWE|

According to the official publication Xinjiang Chronicle: Sport (XUAR Chronicle Coapil
tion and Editing Committee 2002: 230), the Yiksak village school of Artush in South Xinjiang
hired foreign teachers in the early twentieth century. It was the foreign teachenstnotaced
and initiated football in the area. The initial conditions were rough, and the football was made of
white sheep hats, rags and cotton, while the pitch was on the side of the road. This material
shows that the history of the introduction of football to Xinjiang is not very old, only about a
hundred years.

Another significant event mentioned by several historic materials was a football match held
in the early twentieth century. To some extent, it was this match that gave rise to a seses of di
FRXUVHV RQ ;LQMLD Q JA3 Rijisvigt ChébAicleVEpbBB HWRBEGQHG 3,Q 0D\ RI
sixteenth Republic Year (1927), Yiksak County organized a football team to have a match with
the team of the British Consulate in Kashgar. In the end, Yiksak won the match by the score two
to one” (XUAR Chronicle Compilation and Editing Committee 2002: 230). It is hard to know
more details about this match now, even the descriptioniofrtatch in official documents is
very simple. In recent years, some news reports have cited memories of older people who had
watcredthat match, trying to restore the scene. Some reports said that after the victory tever Bri
ish, Yiksak team had another match with the team of Swedish Consulate in Kashgar, and the U
ghur team won again by the score seven to zero (Telegraph 2016; China Daily 2016a). Thus, the
twovLFWRULHY 3SDUH GHVWLQHG WR EH D EULOODAIRSNPDUN RI
shine 2013).7KH 3<LNVDN /HJHQG" JDYH WKH SXEOLF D VIiINHWFK\ |
umphed over the undefeatedAW WHUQHUY LQ IRRWEDOO WKXks8RRRWEDC
butLV DOVR D WdgRghRWER Q"™ 7
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7R VRPH H{IWHQW IRRWEDOO KDV JUDGXDOO\ EHFWRPH D SI
ghur film director went to Yiksak village for collecting materials for his film and he was su

prised, as he said,

Since then, they have passed the spirit of defeating the British to youngertigesek&dhen we

were there, the most touching thimgs that kids never ca&t each other by their real names.

TKH\ FDOOHG 3:+H\ ODUDGRQD FRPH RYRdvaldd/ kdrhe @@ W WR LQ
surprised me that they used those big names of international football supersstiaknames.

When | went to their home, on the wall were all photos of international fbethes. | was not

familiar with some of those football stars, then old men and old women twate me who

those stars were. They knew quite a lot on football games and stars all over the world. This is pa
WLFXODUO\ LQWHUHVWLQJ WR XV ;L@MIMDQL&kIMSQRYWHU R A DRVX
village is that women also like to play football. When girls are in their seeerdnd eighteen

they prefer to express their love to men who play football well. Gidllsmérry whoever play

football well. This is different from other places. (Xirzat et. al. 2008: 24-25)

ButwhD W Glirel$piritiof defeating the British PHD Q" OLUDGLO D 8\JKXU IRRWEI
ing in G Football SchooR1 *XDQJGRQJ SURYLQFH WROG PH WKDW 30D
cially those in the countryside of South Xinjiang, play football barefoot beside the desert since

they were kids. For no special purpose, they just like playing football. Their parents also play
football when they were younger. They just feel tBa®d D\LQJ IRRWEDOO LV D KDSS\ \
hometown Kashgar is only twenty kilométv ITURP <LNVDN YLOODMBd a3sH NQRZ V
tory of defeating European by football KH VHdrL.i@&ny3Uyghur children, even though they

might have no special talent diRRWEDOO EXW WKH\ GRQfW DFFHSW IDLO
they daretoplajo ZLQ -

Zulyar, a Uyghur footballer in his seventeen years of age | interviewed in the early 2017,
ZDV RQH RI OLUDGLOYV WHDP PHPEHUV =XO0Oddld fiof nEnieP HW R Z C
that legendary village, he said that he also knew the story on Uyghurs defeating Europeans and

that this history deeply affesd local youth. Below are excerpts of my interview with Zulyar:

Zulyar: Every kid in my hometown playsRRWEDOO :H SOD\ |RBtWaamOO LV OLNH
Author 3:H"" <RX PHDQ«

Zulyar: Kids around. Elder kids, little kids, sometimes girls play football with us, too.

Author. FortKk RVH NLGV WKDW \RX SOD\ ZLWK« GR \RX NQRZ ZKDW W

Zulyar: | know some of my friends live in the city. Like my parents, sofmineir parents are

teachers, some are cadres, and some do business. For those who | am not familiar with, some

their parents run a chop house, some come to the urban from the countryside titsetrd

sometimes those kids play football barefoot. But we 8O D\HG WRJIJHWKHU DHDH GLGQTYV
lems. Just for joy.

77



Author: So, do you prefer to play with your friends in Artush, or in this football school?

Zulyar: Artush! Honestly, sometimes | do miss those days when playing foatbidlé street. No
pressure.

It is important WR H[SORUH WKH PHDQLQJ RI WKH 3<LNVDN /HJHC
expressed. Faalong time, football is more like a way for local people to present their live att
tude of optimism, freedom and equality, rather than a pragmatic vehicle to change their daily
condition, as chapter 6 will illustrate. At the same time, football acts as an imagined channel for
local Uyghurs who live in the heart of the Eurasian continent to bridge their living environment
to the world. Yet, we still need go back to the beginning question of this section: why was a kind
Rl ORFDO NQRZOHGJH DQG H[SHULHQFH VRPHKRZ VKDSHG LQ\

3.1.30DLPDLW LA Vextual Case

As Hobsbawm (1983:3) proposes’6 XFK QHWZRUNV RI FRQYHQWLRQ DQ
YHQWHG 7UDGLWLRQVYTY VLQFH WKHLU IXQFWLRQV DQG WKH
WKDQ LGHRORJLFDO LQ ODU[LDQ WHUPV WKH\ BHABRQJ WR
words remind us that it is important to examine the function of ideological apparatus xwhen e
amLQLQJ D FRQVWUXFWHG 3*WUDGLW) 8a3sic gdRdeflidhZ he@eIwes O W K X'
need to examine aspectsbfGHR ORJLFD O 6 W (IBA) Hvi$cH $hDludl® nalidiaubl fedi
ties (the system of the different churches), laws, communications (press, radio and television, etc.)
and cultures (literature, the arts, sports, etc.). Let me present an example that can help us unde
standWKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH ;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOO 3WUDGL

7KH 3<LNVDN /HIJHQG ™ KDV LQVSLUHG QRW RQO\ PDQ\ IRRW
artists. In 2008, based on the story of Yiksak village, Uyghur film director Xirzat Yahup and Han
Chinese writer Zhang Bing produced a fictional modé L P D L \@8_(ffigure 3-1). Before
filming, as the director confessed, he as a Uygldindt know either that there had erdsuch

a legendary village with such an enthusiastic group of people (Xirzat et. al. 2008).

78



Figure 3-1: A Scenario of the Fl@ D L P D L W MVIts Crew List

(ZLZL£32892008)
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SourceY'5.LO3x Jii(Xirzat et. al.). 20085X Yy[ :\ \ 3xF, 2008 (Discussion on New Movi@ DLPDLW). TV

E «£/ (Contemporary Cinema) 6: Z32.

The content of this movie apparently has nothing to do with Yiksak village. The plot is
about a white lie. A group of Uyghur kids in a village called Shawei, on the edge of the
Taklimakan desert, are fond of playing football. A makeshift football coach Maimaiti (Mehmet)
promises these kids that should they win the county football tournament, they would all-be elig
ble to travel to Beijing and participate in the opening ceremony of the 2008 Olympic Games
(Xirzat 2008).

It is worth to mention that this low-budget movie was released nationwide shortly before
the Beijing Olympics b May 2008 and did not lead to heated public deBaSmme audiences in
neidi HYHQ WKRXJKW WKDW WKH PRYLH ZDV FRPSOHWHO\ ILFWL
correct git PRYLH WR % HL MXiRak €2.@l\ PGB&) FY&t, in the following year this mov-

8 0 D L W PIDOB §dfteleased on May 2008, the same month with the WaemnElauthquake. The national focus then
was completely on that disaster, instead of this a low-budget movie.
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ie was awarded the thirteenth Huabiao Film Awards the best Childreri*Filnen, more people

in Xinjiang knew that this movie had been inspibgth legendary village in their homeland.

This fictional art product, produced by the state and ethnic elites, has strengthened-some o
GLQDU\ ;LQMLDQJ SHRSOHYYV LPSUHVVLRQ RI IRRWEDOO DV D
young to watch this movie. But many coaches, school teachers and some elder players have
watched and shared their positive comments on this movie with me. Although few of them could
UHPHPEHU DOO WKH SORWYV PDQ\ RI WKHP HVSHFL®O®OO\ 8\JK
siasm and optimism for football illustrated in the movie were completely the same in the reality.
Kazakh coaches also expressed their love for this movie, but they are not sure whether this mov-

ie could represent Xinjiang youth footb&I.

It is necessary to note that the image of ethnic minority youth InL P D L W Lafevstill
passivelypresentedand expressedFor instance, a key role in the movie, the real coach who
trains those youth footballers is not the Uyghur man Maimaiti, but a young Uyghur lady who
graduated from the regional normal university. As an informant conetient+ RZ PDQ3- SURIH
VLRQDO IHPDOH IRRWEDOO FRDFKHV FDQ \RX ILQ°6TheQ ;LQML
female role, as th&8\JKXU IRRWEDOO FRDFK LQ WKH PR btientdV VRPHE
LVW’ ™ UH S UBEW&inQ200D) Wy tReQHan Chinese writer for the purpose to cater ito aud
HQFHTV H[ MepwtingVHoRe&Yer, a fiction is not the focus of this thesis; we need to r
turn to reality and analyse the discouRd 3 W U Didally predfce.

%9 The Huabiao Film Awards is an annual awards ceremony for &hitirema and the highest government honour in the
PRC film industry.

% For instance, Kazakh coaches often emphasize how the natueaémiié between North and South impact dailyt-foo
EDOO WUDLQLQJ 2QH LQIRUPDQW LQ $OWRWKDLG ML BMQUVWERRSO BD VR RBE BOIK XD W
the temperaK UH WKHUH LQ WKH VXPPHU %XW WKH\ XM OEH NPIS R MV \QL BMKHH V2 RQWUWHDIL Q R
Another example is that when | ask Kazakh informants whether fod@halKazakh tradition, several of them respondedneg
tively,asone ®LG 3)RRWEDOO PLJKW EH D 8\JKXU WUDGL®LKRKQUYXU WUDGLWLRQ LV VNI

®1 1t is true that there are few female football coaches in Xinjianthdmegional youth football championship, | check the
name list in the event brochure, and noteDW HYHQ LQ WKH *LUOVY )RRWEDWOWHRX\E RERIDB KRR VRN

male.
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314ReHPHUJLQJ 37UDGLWLRQ" 7LPLQJ &RQWURYHUVLHV DQG

In 2013, a monument was built in Yiksak. Words in both Chinese and Uyghur were carved
on this monument, meaning he Birthplace of Modern Football on the Silk Réawe may
consider the building of this monument as a sign. It marks that the state has legitimatized the s

cred status of Yiksak in the history of the Xinjiang football (Figurg.3-2

Figure 3-2: The Monument in Yiksdk
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Source: Li, Hu 66U9. 2017 #EM ]— 2F,C| <][C«F$>8&@& 2 E 6UQ 6+-+ (Yiksak Primary School: The Bhit

place of Modern Football on Silk Road). Attp://www.xjzhzl.com/wap/wap.php?action=article&id=268cessed
29 April 2017.

The most fascinating feature on Yiksak is not how those related stories, legends and daily
VSHHFKHVY KDYH SURYHG WKH DXWKHQWLFLW\ DQG KLVWRU\
these related discourses have presented. What have been presented via football, as | argue and
ZLOO DQDO\WH LV WKH 3PRGHUQLW\" FRQVWUXFWHG-E\ HWKZC
VWDQG WKLV 3PRGHUQLW\" LV WKH WZR JDPHV LQ

28\JKXU WUDQVFULSWY RQ WKLV PRQXPHQW DOHRIT KAHK ¢ L6U\® K SERIDFH  + RICIHOWHR &
scripts may produce minor ambiguity. Chinesd MVLRQ PD\ UHIHU WR 3WKH %LUWKSOBRID ®R1 (RRGHUQ
37KH 6LON 5RDG LV WKH %LUWKSODFH RHIQEGREHDQQRRWEBWO DRBUWKIE GBWWN K3
3 LQMLDQJ &KLQD~
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I will try to analyse the symbolic significance of the Uyghur victory via settingtvitoe
games in the frame of China nation/minority ethnicity. The time of the two games was @&t the b
ginning of the twentieth century. At that time, the industrialized West represented thenmoder
ized side-DW OHDVW LQ WKH &KL Q HithiH thg BaehtidRrBntuty\V whif fhaqyD U U D W
places within China, including Xinjiang, were still in the agricultural society, representing the
backward side. In the public imagination from the grassroots to the state, as | will review in the
next section, the two defeated opponents were European whom were considered to have superior
SK\VLFDO TXDOLW\ DQG RQH RI WKHP ZHUH %ULWLWK ZKR K|
sides, local footballers were peasants, while the two European opponents were male diplomats,
whose socio-economic status were seen to be much higher. However, it was these Uygghur pea
ants who had defeated those opponents, who were physically, orthodoxly, socio-economically
superior, in that historic background via football invented by the opponents (Figure 3-3

Figure 3-3: A Mural in Yiksak Commemorates the Famous 1927 GamedreMillagers and WesternérsPhoto:
Cui Jia, China Daily
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6RXUFH 7HOHJUDSK 37KH YLOODJH WLWK D GUHDP RI IRRWEDOO JORL
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/world/china-watch/sport/chinese-villagevdreifootball-glory/ accessed 1
June 2017.

% In this mural, Uyghur footballers dressed as how they lookednikedinary live. The obvious contrast was that their
opponents were wearirfigotball shoes, long stockings, shorts and T-shirt
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Here, in exploringthe sJQLILFDQFH RI <LNVDN , WU\ WR HRSOR\ 6W
FHSWLRQ RI WKH 3DV\PPHWULFDO GLDORJXHV EHWZHHQ WK
(1994:7-27) suggests, ethnic groups in China are seen living in the periphery, and in the national
narrative, three metaphorical images are forced on those ethnic groups,

Ethnic minorities as womettHan Chinese as men;
Ethnic minorities as uneducated childrestdan Chinese as educated adults;

Ethnic minorities as uncivilized ancientddan Chinese as civilized moderns.

7KH IDFW LV WKDW 3PRGHUQL]JHG" +DQ &KL GhdyddnriotiteenZHDN L
break through Asia, let alone defeat the West opponents. However, what Han Chinese fail had
been done by Uyghurs a century ago. The scenario was that a group of Uyghur nted defea
RWKHU 3 PRGHUQL]J]HG” PHQ (XURSHDQ PDOH GLSORMPWYV LQ
sak Legend has hence provided convenience for shaping Uyghur modernity, for the two victories
VI\PEROL]H 8\JKXU J asymin#tridaRdifdgués Ib&weéen the centre and the periph-

HU\’

One consequence of this construction of ethnicity might be a strengthened ethnic identity
within some of the UyghursSUHVHQWHG DV WKH 3ChapterdLALIIRE saniRMEED OO’
as Chapter 4 will also examine, the state must keep its control to ensure that this ethnic con-
sciousness is not in conflict with national consciousness. Here, it explains why the scripts on the
monument of Yiksak doesndi PSKDVL]H 38\JKXU"~ EXW 3WKH 6LON 5RDG’
ception blurs the ethnic boundary and concentrates on an extended idea in space and history, to
which the Uyghurs are also involved and contributed, but not monopolized. And the script also
LPSOLHV WKDW WKH IRRWEDOO *WUDGLWLP&dnds\o QIRa- DQ H[F
ple in the region that is even broader than Xinjiang (the Silk Road covers more than Xinjiang).

And it also explains why the monuments has not been built until 2013 though the Yiksak
Legend has existed for almost a century. In 2011, XUAR Government (2011) idsei€8suid-
ing Opinions on Strengthening Regional Youth Foothatl defined developing youth football
DV 3D FUXFLDO PHDQV IRU SURPRWLQJ UHIJLRQDO @e&iDSLQJ (
twenty-third guiding opinion suggests,
To strengthen the propaganda of the Project of Popularizing Youth Football, and¢mqrea

tive consensus environment. The guided consensus and social environment arearrtiveal f
Project of Popularizing Youth Football. It is necessary to utilize modernanexdiluding news-
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paper, radio, television, and the internet. It is necessary to vigorouslyotdrpyopaganda and
education, and to build a good social environment for developing youth football. (X&HAR
ernment 2011)

The building of the Yiksak monument may be considered as a part of the prgyjelet FUHDWH D S|
LWLYH FRQVHQVXW HQPSQDRQY HZKW 1RRW E D O O-eBétg®indteUD G L W |
past few years.

3 3LQMLDQJ \RRWEDO®BGMHSHULRULW\"

W LV QRWHG WKDW DQRWKHU GLVFRXUVH HPHUJHV ZLWK
footballersf3K\VLFDO 6 XSHULRULW\" 7KLV GLVFRXUVH FODLPV WK
genetic advantages so that they are more suitable for playing football. This discourse is more
SRSXODU WKDQ WKH GLVFRXUVH RI ;LQMLDQJ IRRWHEHBDPOO 3WU
in Xinjiang, but also over the country.

One latest example is from Erpan Ezimjan, the Uyghur footballer in the under-ninateen n
tional team, who has been mentioned in the beginning of this thesis. In a recent game, Erpan
scored a goal by kicking an impressive barb, and he celebrated this goal by successive some
saults like a gymnast. This flamboyant gesture is rare to see among other Chinese footballers. A
VSRUW LQVWLWXWLRQ IURP %YHLMLQJ FRPPHQWY YLD LWV VF
guality, he made a continuous somersault, like European and American footballers, to celebrate
WKLV JRD®4). )LIXUH

As reviewed in Chapter 1, this discussion based on racial concepts is meaninglass for e
plaining athletic performandd.Yet, this racial argument makes sense for us to understand why
HWKQLF PLQRULW\ ZRXOG LQYROYH LQ VSRUWV ,Q WKLV VHEF
MLDQJ 3K\VLFDO 6XSHULRULW\" DW OHDVW LQ WKH GHDORHR]
of involvement in football, | found that four periphery groups are major supporters of the myth:

football fans (ethnic minority fans in Xinjiang and some Han fans in other provinces),

8 A recent sports physiological research shows that there is no significanénii# between Uyghur, Han Chinese and
Kazakh teenagerE\ H[DPLQLQJ 8UXPTL PLGGOH MirdmiRgjumnping & Qramng (Wang Brid M@ L W\
2008).
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Figure 3-4 6RFLDO OHGLDYV &RPPHQW RQ LQMLDQJ YRRWEDOOHU (USDQ (]JLPN

Source: Screenshot from the social media Sina Weibo. I9b][C«). 18 May 2017. At
http://www.weibo.com/5944465923atcessed 18 May 2017.

government cadres (in sports, education and propaganda departments), media (mass and social
meGLD DQG IRRW E D Ogtbhipd théit 8ddgainSt\whe’ mythziftlude: some other Han
Chinese football fans, and Xinjiang football coaches (ethnic minorities and the Han). And there

is one group who is neither for nor against the body myth - the core participants, the ydung foo

ballers.

The primary task of this section is not to have a thick description on how diverse groups
support or oppose the body myth. This section concentrates on analysing discourses of these sub-
jects by situating these discourses in the background of Xinjiang/the State, ethnicity/nationalism,
and the late-socialist era. By this way, this section will explore the social-cultural sigreficnc
WKH 3;LQMLD QB KRRWBDDOOXSHULRULW\’

32 3:HVWHUQ %RGLHV" ODGH LQ &KLQD ODVFXOL@LW\ 6SRUW

7KH SERG\ P\WK’™ K Btandird iplign@meddh@JIChinese modern history, and it
reflects the anxiety of Chinese nationalism (Xu 2008a; Brownell 1995; Zhang 2014a). However,
the cause for this anxiety differs in contexts of the early twibntentury and the contemporary
context. In the early twentieth centurywiés cultural-nationalism that aimed to solve the nation-
al crisis by westernization that totally replaced Chinese culture or that kept Chinese cutures th
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essence while adopting western culture for its functionality, as proposed by the cultural elite in
those days (Duara 1993; Chow 2001; Karl 2002). Now, in the early twenty-first century, it is
state-nationalism that has mixed ethno-cultural narratives and employed marketization, aiming to
normalizing the partyy’ W Dagfititfasy (Xu 2008a; Zhang 2014%).

Although scholars in social science and humanities have diverse interpretations on Chinese
masculinity in premodern era, none of tleLWHUDWXUHV RQ &KLQRRIMuPRGHUQ
ence of Western racial and biological conceptions on Chinese intellectuals at the turn of the
twentieth century (Xu 2008a; Brownell 1995; Morris 208f0At that time, West sports thatne
phasized biological manhood were introduced to China through Westemschools, and the
Western bias against women in sports was reflected in the limited participation of Chimese wo
en (Brownell 1995:222-225). Although this gender bias in sports has become blurred in the PRC
era, Chinese hierarchical idea of physique and gene infludryctet Western racial stereotype
still exist in Chinese society, which is often presented in culture and art (Brownell 1995: 51-56;
225-228)%"

% Nationalism has different strains depending on it emphases d@@fheentury in China (Duara 199€how 2001; Kar
2002) StateQDWLRQDOLVP" HPSKDVL]HV WKH OHDGHWRPRLYSLRU QM IVRVID/OH MR |RRW FEXC
central authority and legitimacy of the state. In late-Socialist China, thegtatéytend to control the naMaLYHY DQG SHRSOHT
behaviour of nationalism for the party- WD W H V D X W K R UTh&\straih @f@&thad-nationalisiiatthe early 20th cemt
ry was tricky, as the anti-Qing revolution developed with Han ettatimnalism, but after the success of founding the neiw Ch
nese nation-state, political elites tried to promote the concefittofese Nation (OS—;5wto replace Han ethno-nationalism.
The positioning of different non-Han minority groups varied, ang tiee Uyghur and other Muslim groups in Xinjiang pos
WLRQHG WKHPVHOYHVY DW WKDW WLPH LRQDNURQRDELIRPLQNVDB RPDRBICRE] DKO NMIWPR UR\L

yond the scope of this thesis.

® For instance, Song (2004:2) argues that Chinese masculinityritogeen era is characterized by a culturally valued
soft, literary style of manhood. This argument might be negotifible consider that in the grassroots, people also value heroic
men with physical strength and determined bravery, like many mataatbrs in some fictional works, includiRgmance of the

Three KingdomandWater Margin

%7 For instance, some scholars note the closed relationship between Ghidlesing the PRC, Hong Kong, Taiwan and
oversea Chinese communities) fever on martial arts and nationalismZ@®anPrashad 2003).

Some scholar argues that Chinese racial conception is not only intidfdoicethe West, but also combined with its éxis
LQJ LPDJLQDWLRQ WR RWKHU 3UDFH" RI @ HR SWHF L,MMO OMHDHEWH R\ &Ky QB D VR 2@ DHRL
racial conception (Dikdtter 7KLV WKHVLVY GRHV QRW LQWHQG WR MW[H®AW®D Ehitke WKHU WK
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Chinese fetish forthée : HVWHUQ ERG\" DQG :HVWHUQ PDVFXOLQLW\ |
that mixed fear and admiration to Westerrf&ds roots in the construction of Chinese nationalist
discourse. Chinese nationalism rose in response to incidences of foreign imperialist aggression in
the turn of the twentieth century. As many literatures suggest, there exists a kind of analogy on
body/nation in the construction of the Chinese nationalist discourses (Xu 2008a; Brownell 1995).
Brownell (1995: 44-45) notes that many Chinese intellectuals in the early twentieth century, like
Yan Fu, Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao, actively proposed social Darwinism? &hldH T X H Q W O\
XVHG WKH ERG\ Ihthdr vibHiasSiktieduced Western social ideologies. One of
the core conceptions among that generation of Chinese intellectuals was that physical education
could function as a way of linking individual bodies to the welfare of the nation: as one of the
disciplinary techniques, physical education could develop with the rise of the nation-state. This
conception of linking body develop with nation and anxiety on national glory penetrated the
whole modern Chinese history. Brownell (1995: 22) summarisesiaBRPDWL]DWILR Q"™ ZKL
IHUV WR 3WKH ZD\ LQ ZKLFK VRFLDO WHQVLRQV DUH RIWHQ ¢+
their resolution often centerodHDOLQJ DQG VWUHQJWKHQLQJ WKH ERG\ ~

2Q0H RXWFRPH RI 3VRPDWL]DWLRQ™ LV WKDW &KLQHVH DU
mance of all national sports teams. As we have reviewed in Chapter 2, in the PRC the state estab-
lished well-developed sport and P.E. institutions for cultivating elite athletes to compete on in-
ternational stages. Deeply influenced by the Western racial conception, many sport governing
ERGLHY EHOLHYH WKDW &KLQHVH SK\VLFDO FKDUDFWHULVWL
were believed to be more adapted for Chinese small torsos and had been strongly supported by
the state, including table tennis, badminton, gymnast, diving, and long-distance running, etc.
(Hoberman 1997: 137; LU and Han 2004:101; GAS 2005: 264). It was in these sportsi-that Ch

UHVSRQVH FRQVHTXHQFH RQ UDFLDO VWHHWRW\SRD QQHYRGWEPER UIYUWE&KVQDHF:

athletes, sports officials and fans in China have been involved iegheduction of racial conceptions.

B &KLQHVH FRQFH&WHRE RIV3IHPVE L J XtReXsgors Wealéh HID @Hitede@aily discourses on sports,
3S:HVWHUQHUV ™ DUH PR &thér hat DduliubaOcoRde) BdHtisat day refer to Anglo+Sax&urope and North
America, Latino in Europe and Latin America, White people in for&@iriet Union and Eastern Europe, and African American.
In Chinese football discourse, some people consider Arabianisfitakd Iranian with white skin in the Mid-East are somehow
3S:HVWHUQHUV’
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nese athletes firstly won world championships and Olympic gold medals in the 1980s and the

V +RZHYHU VSRUW JRYHUQRUYV FRQFHSWLRQ RQ 3VPDOC
preconception is that all Chinese share the same physical quality. And it considers that Chinese
SK\VLTXH LV LQERUQ GLIIHUHQW IURP 3:HVWHUQHUV"™ IRU 3%
VWHDG\ VWURQJ" ,Q VXP WKLV QDWLRQDO theSCRibege & WU D W H .
ishfor3:HVWHUQ ERGLHV’

Around the new millennium, the anxieties of the Chinese regarding national pride has sub-
tly altered, and this transformation has also influenced public focus on the body and sports. As
; X Q RimelChinese, who have lived in an ideological and religious vacuum and
are searching for moral values after the collapse of Communism, may well find international
FRPSHWLWLRQ RQ WKH SOD\LQJ ILHOG WhK Bpoa$irgah, ygosYH IR U
governorsUHLQIRUFHG- WIKWMLRAQREOMWHP~ 7KLV VI\VWHP RQ WKH |
range of recruiting best young talents (not certain provinces, but nationwide); on the other hand,
it arranged the best recourses all over the country (coaches, training partners, equipment, game
opportunities, etc.) to support the elite athletes in national teams. As a result, since the 2000s
&KLQHVH DWKOHWHY KDYH DOVR PDGH UHPDUNDEOHIJEUHDNW
dominated® The Chinese hurdler Liu Xiang is a perfect case. As Zhang Charlie Yi (2014a:32)
QRWHVY ERWK WKH &KLQHVH PHGLD DQG /LX ;LDQJ KILPVHOI H
lated result of stringent daily self-regimentation, scientific training, and hurdle techniques, rather
than as racially innatebV LV VXJJHVWHG LQ WKH FDVH RI EODFN DWKO
PHGLD DQG /L X \QODASUBWRXW )LUVW WKLV QDUUDWLYH FRQ
WKURXJKV LQ 3:HVWHUQHUV" GRPLQDWHG VSRUWYV Di¥ DQ DPL
FDO SUHYHUVH Globefmtah PAORIBWIUR rase and Kick 2000). In addition, |s thi

% These athletes who break the long-time monopoly of EuropedimAmerican competitors, as the official expressed,
may include: Yao Minga retired Chinese professional basketball player who played fddadirston Rockets of the National
Basketball Association (NBA); Liu Xiang, a retired Chinese 110 meter hurdlerwals the first Olympic gold medallist and
World Champion in a men's track and field event for China; Li Natiged Chinese professional tennis player, who was the first
Chinese player to win two Grand Slam singles titles at the 2011 Frereshdp 2014 Australian Open; Sun Yang, a Chinese
Olympic and world-record-holding competitive swimmer, whoswhe first Chinese man to win an Olympic gold medal in
swimming; and Ding Junhui, a Chinese professional snooker playahandost successful Asian player in the history of the

sport.
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QDUUDWLYH HPSKDVL]HV LW LV WKH 3 PHULWRFUDF\" WKDW S
JLYHV KLP D 3K\SHUPDVFXOLQH" O Lstinduighing hirkl ¥¥om Hndry oF RP SH W
other Chinese athletes (Zhang 2014a; 2014b).

In this sense, the X UUHQW GLVFRXUVH RQ &KLQHVH DWKOHWHVY
dominated sports is essentially based on and reproducing Western racial ideologies of phenotyp
FDO JHQRW\SLFDO GLIIHUHQFHV =KDQJ D %\ WKLV ORJ
ERGLHV™ E\ 3VFLHQWLILF WUDLQLQJ" OLNH /LX ;LDQ& 7KLV G
W\ RI PDQ\ &KLQHVH WR 3V XU S\evity-fikst KentuBy via @& ySportd (@eW K H

more, the better)’ Surely, those sports include football.

7TKHQ KRZ GRHV WKLV IDVFLQDWLRQ ZLWK WKH 3IHVWHUQ
HU 3K\WVLFDO 6XSHULRULW\" WKDW ZH DUH JRLQJ WR GLVFXYV
context to examine how different ethnic groups consider their own bodies.

3.2.2 Peripheral Participants: Parents, Teachers and Fans

, I /LX ;LDQJTV ERG\ LV D 3:HVWHUQ ERG\" PDGH LQ &KLQD
refering to Uyghur and Kazakh footballers in this thesis, is seen by many Chinese as the inborn
S:HVWHUQ ERG\" +HUH 3 &Bhin€sH, WighursardIKdzakths+ D Q

Yet, as | will illustrate, the process and significance for different ethnic groups to reach this
conclusion are distinct. Let me put cadres, coaches and footballers aside, gndoinseéntrate
on parents, teachers and fans. By illustrating their daily discourses - the verbally expressed, the
unexpressed, and the inexpressible - readers might note how different ethnic people hdve norma
LIHG WKHLU 3ERG\ P\WK™ RQ ;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOOHUYV

Ethnic Minorities

For Uyghur and Kazakh informants, those who believe the own ethnic group have physical
VXSHULRULWLHY RQ IRRWEDOO LQFOXGH IRRWEDOOHUVY SDL
pressions on this idea are highly similar and repeatéecKH FHQWUDO ZRUGV PDUH 3JRR

0 2Q]-R™]=06 GXULQJ WK HrohuaH ITEnpaigb i@ the late 1950s.
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LW\ VRPHWLPHV ZLWK GHILQLWLYH 3ZH .D]JDNK" RWUZHBZH 8\Jk
Xinajingers” * And it is notable that only a few informants would use a comparative expression,
DV 32XU HW K Quaky & Kéttet thdn @hat of Han Chinese

<HW ZKDW GRVH 3SK\VLFDO TXDOLW\" UHIHU WR" (WKQLF L
VDLG 3JRRG VWDPLQD" VRPH \Wweihg® WURQJIID\DWG VRPRIQVDKB C
ing this question, several informants in fact conclude at non-physical factors. For instdgee, a
ghur organizer of the local football fan association also gave me similar definitions like above,
\HW KH ZHQW RQ 37KH NH\ LV WKDW ;LQMLDQX»aklkénOGUHQ K
jing« DQG WKH\ DUH QRW DIUDLG RI KDUGVKLS 6R WKH\ DUH
SOD\ IRRWEDOO LI \RX GRQIW HYHQ ZDQW WR UXQ"’

K\ HWKQLF PLQRULW\ FKLOGUHQ ZRXOG KDYH WKHVH 3SK
provided concred DQVZHUV $ .DJDNK FKHI LQ WKH PLGGOH VFKRRC
EHHI DQG ODPE DQG GULQNLQJ FRZ PI1$0.0]DRRWDRMLIOHNU B R IGGH
DUH GLIITHUHQW IURP +DQ SDUHQWY +DQ SDUHQWMSBERQWUR(
strict. If our children want to play football, just let them play. And, we Kazakhs love toipartic
SDWH LQ VSRUWYV ~ (PSKDVL]LQJ DFTXLUHG IDFWRUV WKLV IL
HGXFDWLRQDO DWWLWXGH DQG HWKQLF WUDGLWLR& $ .D]D
VHQWDWLYH Distotg,HveVKazakdwas ke ethnic group on horseback. The nomads
were more likely to move. In the past, many of us had not moved to the urban district but live in
meadows. We rode horse all the yearegka the winter. So, we have a better physical gl \ -

,Q IDFW [IHZ 8\JKXU DQG .DJDNK SDUHQWYV DQG WHDFKHU
TXDOLW\" DUH LQERUQ 7K ihddQ Oterrdvied B \thé Brmdi ErdondgdBiQ
dium (readers will meet this stadium again in the next chapter). When watching Xinjigng Leo

"3*RRG SK\WLFDO TXDOLW\" DUH LQ LQIRSRERW VA HR ULQIMQDQJHRUGNVQLQQIRUEB
original words,?1115XE. b ~

" Renjing LQ KLV RULI'QDO ZRUGV 3

3 His unexpressed words are that Han Chinese eat pork. Based on my fiedpenience, some Islamic ethnic groups in
Xinjiang insist pork as an inferior meat. This conception on medktiigdeof inexpressible discourse when many Xinjiangnsla

ic ethnic minorities associate with non-Islamic groups in their daily life.
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bDuG JDPH KH WROG PH H[FLWHGO\ 3, LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOOHU
IRRWEDOOHUV LQ (XURSHDQ WRS ILYH OHDJXHV :H DUH KDOI

Han Chinese

On the other hand, some Han parents and teachers also agree that ethnic minoriky footbal

ers have physical superiority; yet, their acknowledgements are not completely positive.

In Altay N Middle School, a Han mother was unable to dissuade her son whedmsist
participating in football training. On the first day when the mother sent her son to the under-
thiteen WHDP IRU WKH WULDO , LQWHUYLHZHG KHU EHVLGHV W
NLGV KRZ VWURQJ WKH\ DUH $QG ORRN DW P\ oR®cal +HU VR
primary school in September 2016. The boy was in the same grade with his Kazakh teammates.
Although taller than those Kazakh boys, he looked much thinner and wore a pair of glasses in
training. His mother loodd TXLWH FRQFHUQLQJ DV VKH VDLG 3 KH\ WR(
boys had come from countryside, and they barelyestatischool but plsd IRRWEDOO « , ZRU
WKDW P\ VRQ FRXOG QRW FDWFK XS ZLWK WKRVH HWKQLF EF
running around the pitch with his teammates. The boy led in the first 200 meters, but gradually
slowed down and was out of breath after the first circle. Watching her son anxiously, his mother
VDLG 3$FWXDOO\mysbrZ RXOmLE HWKIDAMIHG WR LQMXUHG E\ WKR

Another Han informant is a college teacher. He is also a football fan and concerns himself

with Xinjiang football, especially Leopard. As he said,

Many of Xinjiang ethnic minority footballers do have excellent physicalittpsd Look at how

they tackle and obstruct, they are really like European footballers. But talking beating an

opponent, ball handling and shooting, their skills are still poor. If you note their team combination,
DQG WKH RXWFRPH RI D JDPH WKH\ DUH VWLOOUJKLQNVGBOI RN
good. But you know what? European footballers do not only have excellent physical qualities,
WKH\ DOVR KDYH H[FHOOHQW IRRWEDOO 3VHQ¥H" 6R ;LQMLDC

7KH WZR +DQ LQIRUPDQW Vi§tive. AlilpugR ey adbhitedUthhs éthdiv H Q
minority footballers had®* SK\VLFDO V XSHULR U Lsvtill baged arivthé R&dopeV L R Q

" Tackle lanjie 410 R EV Wadgtganvs3p5 ° EHDW D Q dR@USgRAPeHPBL_6 b” ball handlingyungiu
3 6C« VKR BWhep3d-e(” W lddnBinationzhengti peiheb j| 6#°

91



about ethnic minority group, which considers ethnic min@#y E R-@avrd, but simplyPLQGHG”’

The college teachgV FRPPHQW WR VRPH H[WHQW UHIOHFWYV +DUUH
between the state and ethnic minority in the civilizing project: it is because ethnic groups are
childlike and ancient that they need to be educated to adapt to a modern state.

In addition, there are Han Chinese who live in other provinces and do not know much about
Xinjiang, but also believd Q 3;LQMLDQJ SRRW.EDOOWBHIULRULW\" )RU Wk
are not the objective | focus on. However, their involvement in this body myth, as presented in
the beginning of this section, is still worth to be noted. In my interpretation, it is a typicat refle
ion of their nationalist anxiety, and they simply overlook the complexity of ethnicity and unify

their body myth with their nationalist narrative.

3.2.3 Peripheral Participants: Officials and Media

In this research, | find that it is state powers, specifically government cadres and the media
that EROGO\ XQLI\ ;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOOHUVY SK\VLTXHV ZLWK
though there exist various imagined notions of body on ethnic minorities in Chinese society, it is
rare to see the state directly involves in the practice of popularizing a body myth. liseéhaf ca

Xinjiang youth football, the state has made an exception.

In a TV talk show of 2013, the Chinese top football commentator Liu Jianhong, who then
worked in the state television broadcast CCTV, said that he must admit that the bodiesief minor
ties in Xinjiang - he knew there were other groups besides the Uyghur, but was not quite sure
who they were DUH 3SUHODWLYHO\ JRRG ~ 3,W LV LQ WKHLU,JHQHYV ~
they like confrontational sports; we Han people, we train our kids to walk, not run. Theyi{minor
WLHY SUREDEO\ GRQYfYW KDYH WKLV LQ WKHLU FXOWXUH« 7Z
WUXH H[SUHVVLRQ RI QDWXU B tADIatér patad thia/ tdlk siow) Hw
urged that the state and the market could provide more tangible aids for Xinjiang to support the

development of local football.

7KH FOLS RI W KALDiscWsBidD Nf Xinfidh@oceer” L VWittisWwww.youtube.com/watch ?v=8-
WMEIEOBQc /LX -LDQKRQJYV FRPPHQW RQ ;LQML®QiduteRaMWiEBO/idddU VT 2JHQHY  VWDUW!
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$OPRVW LQ WKH VDPH SHULRG PRUH RIILFLDOVY VSHHFKH
were published via media. And many of them@& LRQHG WKH 3ZLOGQHVV RI 8\JlI
common-sense in daily discourses. Asked why Xinjiang would be the hope for China football,
the former director of the League Department of CFA Lang XiaonBlIQFOXGHG 3;LQML
football has good mass foundatidmQ G VWURQJ SK\VUBahGIomh@2ZD13)VIHRIQ V’
Anniwaer, the head of the Division of Physical Education, Health and Art of XUAR Education
Department, said in an interview in 2013,

Playing football in Xinjiang is also a cultural phenomenon, just like Xinjesithe land of dam

LQJ DQG VRQJ« (WKQLF PLQRULW\ \RXWK HVSHFLDO®\ 8\JKXU
netic qualities, including maximal oxygen intake, anaerobic capacity, haemoglobin, amwhreact

time, are closed to that of European and American peers, and are thassaatef the Mid-east

and Central Asian regions and countries. (Xinhua 2015a)

This cadres implied that people in Europe, America, the Mid-east and Central Asia had inborn
physical difference. Then the Vice Director of XUAR Sports Bureau Liu Yi said in avigte
in the same yeatr,

Wherever you go in Xinjiang, you see children happily playing soccer on all ofpmsfaces,
such as dirt patches and grassland. They even play in their bare feet. THeygus (China
Daily 2013)
In an interview two years later, Director Liu gave a straighter comment on Xinjiang footballers

as he said,

This place, Xinjiang, never lacks interests nor passions. Besides, talkingphisigiues, Uyghur
and Kazakh youth share similar anaerobic capacity with European, just like lidakktball
players in U.S. (Xinhua 2015a)

7KLV FDGUHYV UDFLDOLVW H[SUHVVLRQ VRXQGV FRQ@IXVHG D

cal superiority of Xinjiang ethnic minority youth.

If these interviews and talk shows just present informal version of daily discourse within the
grassroots, two governmental documents issued in 2011 are rather formal and worthy to note,
because they remarkably jugtiw KH 3E R G ThEs,WK'H 3P \W K mytVar® Rve But
tumns WR EH DTHd BEHAIwWMG Opinions on Strengthening Regional Youth Foodmlked in
2011, said,
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Our region has a long football history and some basic conditions for developing fookiza
are a group of youth who love football and have been participating in football fotinoaglhey
have good endurance, physique, and potentials. (XUAR Government 2011)

Another official documenThe Project of Popularizing Xinjiang Youth Foothathich is issued

in the same year, introduced the current situation of Xinjiang youth football,

Ethnic groups in Xinjiang are optimistic, passionate and bold. The tradftiomadving in sports
and unique diets have shaped ethnic yofithl, strong, brave and rough physiques. (XUAR
Sports Bureau and XUAR Department of Education 2011)

7TKHVH GLVFRXUVHYVY DERYH KDYH XQLILHGooth&letV;IL @M \VQEFDRR
VXSHULRULW\”

3.2.4 Core Participants: Footballers and Coaches

As | observed, it is those peripheral participants ilhd H SUHDFKLQJ WKH 3;LQMLD
SK\VLFDO V) H8WeWEL R $ lcave\ participants, namely youth footballers and their coach-
eswhoUHVHUYH WKHLU YLHZV RQ WKH 3ERG\ P\WK”~

| asked many ethnic minority youth footballers the same question, whether they thought
they had a superior physical quality compared to Han footballers. An impressive scenario was
WKDW D SOD\HU DQVZHUHG 3<HV® WKHQ KH ZRXOG EH TXHVV
DV WKH\ DVNHG knowR/A. GRH\RXX KDYH QRW SOD\HG ZLeNK WKHP
nario was shaking his head with an unanswerable silence. This reaction is more truthful. Because
in Xinjiang there are very few Han youth footballers, especially boys, meanwhile most of ethnic
minority youth footballers have few opportunities to gméadi provinces for training or playing
with their Han peers.

In G Football School I interviewed two Uyghur young footballers Zulyar and Rahman, who
were in the under-17 reserve team of G Football Club. It is Xinjiang front-line coaches who have
FOHDU DWWLWXGHYV D ADthe&3é/adaciek thcEiRgBydghun, Kazakhs and Han
Chinese LQVLVW WKDW WKH *ERG\ P\WK”" LV KDUPIXO IRU IRRWE
youngsters to know the reality aboWKHLU FRPSHWLWRUV DQG WKHPVHOYH
P\ W Kahnét help these coaches to solve a fundamental problem: how to extend youth footbal
HUVY DWKOHWLF SHUIRUPDQFH WR WKHLU DGXOW SHULRG
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Compared to other informants, fro@-LQH FRDFKHV{oXQ GCAMVWPI GRRW E D ¢
SK\WVLFDO VXSHULRULW\" LV IDU PRUH SUDJPDWLF )LUVW D\
the emergence of this misleading conception. Keran, the Kazakh football coach who have been
working in the grassroots level for more than twenty years, shares his accusation agarmst unfai
ness in Xinjiang football circle. As he states, the practice of age falsification, to a sigrekeant
tent, produces the impression that Xinjiang youth footballers have excellent physical quality.

37KH WUXWK LV WKDW WKH HOGHU SOD\ ZLWK WKH \RXQJHU ~
Think about this. You modify teenagéeye in their fourteen or fifteen, modify two years young-
er, then they go to play with children in their twelve or thirteen. In adult stage, it would not be no-
table to see the difference. Battyouth stage, if a footballer, who is in fact two years older than
his opponents, plays in the field, he might probably be much taller and stronger than others. Once
there is only one such player, the game will be unbalanced. And in fact, themeraréhan one
age-falsifieG SOD\HUV LQ WKH WHDP« WKLV SUREOHR.JKDBbdMyEHHQ LQ
\RXU SOD\HUVY DJHV \RX ZsL Ther&\akeHdd mah) thidkivd of idcaéhesGBut

this way does not wérat adult stage. Your team will be eliminated anyway. It is just regrettable
for those age-fixed footballers. Many of them cannot continue to play football in the future.

Keran also pointed out that many young players in teams, representing Xinjiang to participate in
national or international tournaments, BARGLILHG DJHV 32WKHUZLVH KRZ FDC
a game with double-digit scores in football by fifteen to zero? You think you are playing-baske
EDOO RU WDEOH WHQ&\V,LEMLDOYNHGHRB WKRVH SUREOHPD\
participate in national tournaments. Naturally, many people would think that all Xinjiatg foo
EDOOHUYV KDYH XQLTXH SK\VWLTXHV ~

In another interview at G Football School, Uyghur coach Miradil comfitthe issues of
age falsification. But from his suggestiow/ KH 3 E R G \ nBt\miaily datsed by age falsdic
tion but also dated training methods. As he suggean Urumqi primary school football team
WKDW KDV EHHQ DGYHUWLVHG DWLQ@ IJRO K HPWR\GHOR EQOIHW DR\Q..
biggest problem is not because of agef LQJ °~ KH VDLG 3,W LV EHFDXVH RI WK
JLYHV WKH SXEOLF WKH LPSUHVVLRQ WKDW ;LQMLDQJ IRRWE
opinion, it is highy ULVN\ WR PRGLI\ D WHHQDJHUYVY DJH DQG PRVW ;l
take the risk. He explagd ZKDW WUDLQLQJ PHWKRGYV KDV OHG WR WKH 3

Xinjiang Football Association have been promoting the Soviet training methoddioy years.
This methRG IRFXVHV RQ WU Btie@gthChdit hegRMsEH2 @&nihty) &f Jootball skills
and team tactics. For example, a ninety-minute training course is usually divideskssions
thirty-minute running for endurance, twenty-minute squat lifting for concentratinigpe power
of lower limbs, twenty-minute training for explosive power of whole-body neyseid training
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with running ball in the time left. You see, footballers do not have muchinitiie end to play a
3JXLGHG IRRWEDODO thhiRdmeti®@ Gl ehdwaatey strength and speed bf foo
EDOOHUV VKRXOG EH EHWWHU WKDQ WK Hfew c@EhdsnvXinQ RWKHL
jiang who really understand football. Many of them are retired athletic or wrestling coaches. They

just bring their training methods to football.

As Miradil suggestdd PDQ\ IRRWEDOO WHDPV LQ ;LQMLDQJ JUDGXDOO
methodwas far behind the international advanced training method, and more coaches have aban-
doned this oldPHW K®G)$ PLIJKW IHHO DVKDPHG RI WKLV PHWKRG ~ (
are more Xinjiang football professionals comentad or even go abroad to learn what the ad-

varnced method is. So, few people in Xinjiang football circle are willing to mention they used to
worship the dated and ill-advised training method7 KLV 8\JKXU FRDFK IUB-QNO\ SR
VRQ IRU 3;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOOHU SK\at fefle€ts ¥ FradtddlLiszue] W\~ +

the shortage of coaches.

.DIDNK FRDFK %HJODQ ZKR WKHQGzHodilFall Sthddd @dncefng FR OO
KLPVHOI ZLWK KRZ WKLV 3ERG\ P\WK"™ ZRXOG LPSDFW ;LQMLD
Xinjiang youth footballers, especially those who have comeetdi and train with Han peers,
have no physical superiority. In contrast, when those Xinjiang youth that used to believe in their
physical superiority eventually have bodily contacts with their Han peers, they will find that their
physiques might be less competen6 W WKLYV SRLQW WKRVH-conf@gléhteDQJ IRR
would be shook, and if they fail to adjust themselves, it will then negatively affect their further
GHYHORSPHQW 3<RX QHHG XVH \RXU EUDLQ ~ %HJODQ VDLG
favourite Xinjiang footballers are not those who are strong, speedy, or tall, but those who know

"8 Historically speaking, the former Soviet Union is not as a traditionalr supeer of football as other countries, like
Brazil, Argentina, Italy, Germany, UK, France, Spain and thea\kthds. Besides, it is not clear whether reinforced power-trai
ing represents the whole training system of the former Soviet Union footiba#icent two decades, although there exist different
football styles in Latin America and Western Europe, as | observedtimalbevents for many years, a widely shared conception
on current football trend among those best teams is the same: emghtezimity of the whole team and fast transformation
between striking and defence.
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to observe, to run properly, to pass, and combine with their mates. In a word, best footballers
QHHG UHDG WKH JDPH DQG FDUU\ RXW WKH FRDFKfV WDFWLF

In fact, almost all the elder Xinjiang footballers (at their sixteen or seventeen) that | inte

viewed agreé with an idea that the real shortage of Xinjiang footha$ not enthusiastic youth,

but the grassroots coatwho master scientific training methods. Because, as they sadgest

scientific training method could guide a youth footballer to learn good habits and to inspire their
SRWHQWLDOV LQ WKH IXWXUH %HJODQ TXRWHV RQH RI KLV !
JHQWLQHDQ OHVVL LV PHWUH WKH KHLJKW RI &DPHURRQL
Cristiano Ronaldo is 1.85 metre; the height of 8MeVK OXVOLP ,EUDKLPRYLUO LV

LV WKHLU vVLPLODULW\" 7KH\ DUH DOO WKH EHVW IRRWEDOOH

For some Chinese, their obsession thLQM LD QJ VRBRKWEIDFRD@MHWXSHULRUL W\
edtheir nationalistank HW\ ZKLOH VRPH ;LQMLDQJ HWKRodympth QRULW L'
as | consider, refleetitheir ethnic anxiety® The core of this ethnic anxiety is how to shape their
ethnic representation via football in contemporary China; and this representation should remain
LQ WKH VWHUHRW\SLFDO LPDJH RI 3ZLOGQHVV"™ EXW VKRXOG
is represented by hurdler Liu Xiang, basketballer Yao Ming, tennis player Li Na, Swimmer Sun
<DQJ HWF 7KH\ DUH QRW S3véithe® HHYQVHHIMI ERCGN WIKQHE KDQ EUF
WKH GRPLQDQFH RI 3:HVWHUQHUV" 7KLV WUHQG LQ WKH LQV
(WRYR &ULVWLDQR 5R Q ManBdRtherE thbdfromR)Mdstoots! WdF families all
over the world, in different skin colours, physical conditions, and ethnicity. Yet, they play in top
professional clubs, and they were trained by ¥wentific method$that have inspired theirop
tentials. This trend, as Zhang (2014a:32) argues and Chapter 6 will discuss, is the idea of mer
tocracy ZKLFK HPSOR\V 3VFLHQWLILF WUDLQLQJ DQG PIDbQDJHPH
ents could completely convert their physical qualities to football athletic performance, and then

become the best-of-best professional footballers.

77 Pass, in Chinesghuanqiu3[C« ©° FRPELQH RU PehBBa#QDWERDRG WKH JD Pralwotd®dk LV RULJL

dong bisaiB+ 0" C< .

8 &KDSWHU ZLOO JLYH H[DPSOHV RQ KRZ HWSKR@LF \PXIKR D QWLLHHW Y L\ @ X&DIL (RRIW B
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OLUDGLO JLYHV D FRPPHQW DIWHU %HJODQ TXRWHG WKH
youths who have football talents in Xinjiang. It is like that there are many jades in Hotan. But for
D EHWWHU SULFH DOO WKH MDGHV QHHG WR EH SROLVKHG °

3.3 Conclusion: Governmentality in Xinjiang Football

,Q UHVHDUFKLQJ WKH 32ULVH RI ;LQ Mév@Qdisddritéas 8n KRR W E D O ¢
jiang football, namely3;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOO DV D WUDGLWLR@" DQG 3;]
S H U L RoftanwWhtértwine. This chapter first discasshe 3 W U D G In \Wé €u@ent discourses
on Xinjiang sports, the emphasized tradition is not any of those sports, like wrestling, skiing,
Buzkashi, or Darwaz, with historical evidences based on daily lives, nor any of those sports, like
basketball or boxing, in which Xinjiang has already achieved remarkable athletic §idriess.
football that stands out from many other sports and is given special meaning by state agencies. In
this chapter, it is noted that the constructiBnl ;LQMLDQJ IR R WEDroOnvEWadD GLWLF
IURP QRWKLQJ $W WKH FRUH RI WKL VFifdlyiUDoBided/d Hs€@rical V- W K H
legitimacy for the existence of Xinjiang footlyadlecond, it provides an ideal image of monal o
der - optimism, equality, and freedom - for the Uyghdinen, for the Uyghur who defeated
modernized European via a modern sport, it provides an ethnic superiority in football and
VWUHQJIJWKHQV LWV HWKQLF SRZHU LQ WKH 3D YheRRriphW ULFD O
HU\" ODVW LW SURYLGHY DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU WKH VWDW!
QDUUDWLYH WUDQVIHU 8\JKXU *WUDGLWLRQ™ WR ;laQMLDQJ

tional narrative that promotes regional development and social stability via football.

Then, this chapteGLVFXVVHYV WKH 3ERG\ P\WY% KAMIGA\DIOD § X SR B W
illustrates a more complex social image, for participants in this discourse exist nationwide. (1) It
is notable that many Han Chinese fam&idi provinces overlook the complexity of Xinjiang and
simply unify their concerns and state-nationalist narrative. (2) Many Xinjiang local parents,
teachers, cadres, fans and media participat€)l FRQVWUXFWLQJ WKLV 3&RG\ P\W

" Darwaz is tightrope walking skill that is popular in Xinjiang, and963.it has been the performance event in tae N
tional Games of Ethnic Minorities. Buzkashi is the Central Asian sport in whislefmounted players attempt to place a goat or
calf carcass in a goal, and it is also an official event in theh&ltiGames of Ethnic Minorities. Chapter 4 will explain the §igni
icance of Xinjiang basketball.
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produced the Western racial physical/genetic conception. The practice and daily discourse of
both previous two groups reflettthe anxiety of state-nationalism. (3) It is front-line coaches

who are againstW KH 3 E R GYeR kavikdlly, their conceptions okcientific training method

also reproduce the Western body notion, whidlP SKDVL]HG WR PDQXIDFWXUH D
7TKHVH HWKQLF FRDFKHVY SUDFWL Eh XiMiaby anIRePI@/dtiicW LR Q™ W
PLQRULWLHVY DQ[LHW\ RI FDWFKLQJ XS ZLWK QDWLRQDO PR
ent ethnic group§ LOQOWHUSUHWDWLRQV RQ WKH 3ERG\ P\WKr- WR VR

ethnic stereotypes and solidified ethnic categpri

A broader significance of this chapter is to rev#dlKH QHZ SUDFWLFH Rl &KLQD
tality in Xinjiang via football during the late-socialist era. State agencies have clearly involved in
SRSXODUL]LQJ GLVFRXUVHV RQ 3Vlyb Bd tWibldis€@urdesha@velligdk G\ P\W
ably been existing for a long time, for the sake of easing ethnic tension and seeking the social
stability within Xinjiang, the party state skilfully appropriated the two discourses by propaganda,
policy making and grassroots cadres. As cases pessernhis chapter, state power has adopted
subtle verbal tactics to blur the ethnic bound&y HPSKDVL]LQJ 3;LQMLDQJ" LQVWH
VXFK DV HQGRUYRRW E D QOCANMIALDIC MWD Q D\EK\WEOBO VXSHHULRUL\
naming Yiksak asthe birthplace bf RRWEDO O R Q WMthHl theLheiNofsnieBi&; these
verbal tactics let different ethnic groups get what they want. Thus, ethnic minorities, especially

the Uyghurs, believe that playing football are suitable for their own ethnic group.

To some extent, this outcome has its positive impact pRRWEDO O |.RASZ6IydD EL O L W\
the young Uyghur footballer from Artush in his seventeen interviewed in early of 2017, told me,
3$Q\KRZ SHRSOH VWDUW WR SD\ DWWHQWLRQ WR RXU ;LQML
but we are opening a way for the people behind us. If we played well, more people wogid reco
nize us, and more younger broth&fs R XOG JR RXW Rl ;LQMLDQJ LQ WKH IXWXL

Yet, state powefV . VSHFLILF SUDFWLFHVY RQ HQGRUVLQJ 3WUDGL
still be ill-advised. As three ethnic minority coaches suggestGLVFRXUVHV RQ 3WUDG
SERG\ P\&&Kbothl seltonfidence and stress to youth footballers and could limit ethnic
groups career choices for youths consider football as their best prospect. Moreover, stafe\power
3) RRWEDOO |IRU 6 \Wagdmhkt@ne \nealityPThe KéXt dhépter will focus on the paradox:
when the state wishfully uses footballhtHLQIRUFH WKH W UXrangewW KDQ/e-Bb QR W L F
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gional identity, the complex ethnic tensions in the past two decades make football as the field of

identity, where ethnic boundaries and categories got solidified.
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Chapter 4 One Football, One Dream?he Arena for ldentities
Let me initiate this chapter via the sport, basketball.

On the night of seventh April 2017, Abdugeyyum published a very short message on his so-
FLDO PHGLD YLD :H&KibDeyedFHinQ DigedLV, PKIDPSLRQ LQ P\ OLIH ,
satisfied should Leopard enter CSL and win a championshipQ WKH VDPH QAW KW ;LQ
ing Tigers, the professional basketball team based in Urumqi, won its first chaimphenCh-
nese Basketball Association League (CBA) (Xinhua 20i%€pr XUAR, it was its historically
first national championship win mprofessional sport league China. Abdugeyyum, the leader
of a football fan organization in Urumgqi, felt excited and proud. He wished that someday the
same triumph couldo to the realm of Xinjiang football: the only current one professionat foo
ball club, Xinjiang Tianshan Leopard, would also win the champion in the first-tier professional
PHQTV IRRWEDOO OHDJXH LQ &KLQD

Abdugeyyum was not the only one that had shared their joy via social media on that night.
In fact, my WeChat accountas IXOO RI P\ ;LQMLDQJ IULHQGVY FHOHEUDW |
They belongdto different ethnic groups (Uyghur, Kazakh, Han, Tartar, Hui, Mongols), and they
lived in separate places (South Xinjiang, North Xinjiangidi provinces, Hong Kong, Turkey,
Kazakhstan, and North America), and they were in various professionals, including many of my
informants in this research. Because of basketball, the night of the seventh Apriledetmng
many Xinjiang people all over the worlds.

The significance of the Flying Tigefs W U lwéPrdKjust within the realm of sports. Just
one day later, the whole team wasited by the XUAR government and meet the Communist
Party Secretary and the Chairman of XUAR. On state-run media, thevatatdso glad tore-
EUDFH WKLY EDVNHWEDOO WH®® P RV R\ ABRrbid R CBXY VW KWV

current Communist Party Secretary of XUAR Chen Quanguo said on this meeting:

All ethnic groups in this team unite together and compete hand in hand. The whole region should
learn from Flying Tigerso always hold high the flag of ethnic unity, to care for ethnic unity like

80 The Chinese Basketball Association, often abbreviated as CBA, is the firstefiessional me® basketball league in
China. Xinjiang Flying Tigers is a multi-ethnic team, in which Chirgdagers and coaches include Han, Uyghur, Hui, Mongol
and Kirgiz(Global Times 2016b; Flying Tigers 2017; AKI Press 2017).
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caring for own eyes, to cherish ethnic unity like cherishing own life. All etgroups should
tightly embrace together like pomegranate seeds. (Tianshan 2017)

At this time, Flying Tiger V . FKDPSLRQ S Htldrie EMh@anly shae@ i &Cidenm-

clusion, as reviewed in chapter 1, that sports are uniquely effective in defining national (or ethnic)
identity and the sense of belonging (Hobsbawm 1990:143). But it is important to be exact here,
and to ask, whose nation (or ethnicity)? Whose belonging? And during what time-period? (Jarvie
arnd Walker 1994).

In the case of Flying Tigers, basketball had become the glue for joining regional and even
national identity. Yet, it is important to note that no sport will naturally be a positive force for
promoting an identity. In other words, when a sport eslat an identity or a value, we neext e
amine least two points: firstly, sports as vehicle for shaping identities and values; second, sports
as the process of the game of identities and values. In the previous chapter, readers have noted
that, by the mass media, state agencies haen producing the ethnic minority citizen best-sui
HG WR WKRVH JRYHUQPHQWYVT 3)RkRWrEDG@hdRdd istaW dpprasoH. W\~ S
WR GLVFXVYV 3VSRUWY DV YHKLFOH IRU VKDSLQJ LGHQWLWLH\
second point that how sports reflect the negotiation of identities and valdea/ IV UHWXUQ WR
ball.

In this chapter, the first section wiH[DPLQH WKH WUHQG RI SHWKQLFL]LQ.
WKH 3ULVH RI ;LQMLDQJ \RXWK IRRWEDOO™ DQG KRZg+DQ &KL
ative stereotypes of each other via football in daily interaction. The second section will discuss
intrarethnic divergences and reconcilement on ethno-nationalism and state-nationalism among
Uyghurs. The third section will discuss the inter-ethnic competition and controversy concerning
football between Yghurs and Kazakhs. More specifically, the third section will illustrate how
Kazakh football participants place themselwepposition to Uyghurs, by behavirag good
citizens and respecting sportsmanship to seize the moral high ground for winning other ethnic
JURXSVY V\PSDWK\ DQ GunueKthe dukiéedt \WaldkfjvuMDoSahiRtErklirism and so-
cio-economic imbalance Xinjiang. In the conclusive section, | will analyse the significance of
this chapter from a comparative perspective. By illustrating cases, this chapter will provide a
chance for readers to explore a complex and hybrid scene of identity in current Xinjiang.
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4.1 Inter-Ethnic Distinction via Football: Ethnic Minorities and Han

The previous chapter explores that ethnic minorities in Xinjiang, especially Uyghurs and
Kazakhs, have actively involved in football, and obtained wide support from the state and media
which have beingSURPSWLQJ WKH 3;LQMLDQJ )RRWY¥RhGOal\BugD GLWLR (
ULRULW\" RIQ the XWrBmR Mbsperity of youth football, the two discourses discussed in
the previous chapter have promoted a sense of ethnic pride by making seemingly positive stereo-
types. While this section will discuss how football strengthens inter-ethnic negative stereotypes

and solidifies ethnic boundaries and misunderstandings.

4.1.1 Ethnicizing Football

| consider tle strengthening of inteHWKQLF VWHUHRW\SHYVY DV D ,SDUW RI
which is producing ethnic distinction in the daily practice of the grassroots football. Ome is e
bodiedin the inter-ethnic imbalance of football participants: major young footballers are ethnic
minorities, not Han Chinese. Another is embodied as the distinction of attitudes: when a Han

wants to join in, the ethnic minority prefer to play with the same ethnic group and vice versa.

For instance, | ask a Han mother why Han parents rarely send their children to participate in
IRRWEDOO WUDLQLQJ OLNH RWKHU HW KQdrify dhilde2R &ré ¥6\ SDUH
tough that | worry about accidents,V Kditl. 3, K Hwhegrlaying football ethnic minorityne
ly injure Han boys. | am not willing to bring my son here. But, he insists. We will see how long
he would keep trainingg $V WKLV +DQ P& &hKiEl inGrikieg Brd bIEWHId and their
3ZLOGQHVYVY" DV VKH LPSOLHG@hingsé. YeDas ] HareHBseWer Alsth®ii- + D Q
HUTV FR @é&shueusiQriwith basis. Supposing those Altay ethnic footballers, mastly K
zakhs, were truly as wild as this Han mother described, there should leavmdmy injured
footballers in the team. The truives that a few of them were injured in daily training, and their
injuries were caused by faulty equipment, like broken shoes, or by they themselves, like using
improper skillsin body contacts that led to the sprain of ankles. No one was injured by their team
mates in purpose. As | have obserweten facing opponents, theyweH QRW 3ZLOG™ EXW W
HIWHQW YHU\ 3FLYLOL]JHG® ,Q WKH ODWHU Dte\}ady G e¢UHIJLR QD
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gation even won thétle 3)DLU 30D\ $Z WwhsGéwad&dLté teams with least red and

yellow cards®

This Han mother id not only worry the possibility that her son got injured by his ethnic
minority teammates, but alswas afraid that her son could not catch up with the training due to
his weak physical condition. Her son, a tall but thin boy in his twelve years of age, just partic
pated in training less than a week. | observed two impressive scenarios. One was that this boy
was unable to run on the field due to his poor endurance. Another was that only a few substitute
boys came to chat with this Han boy, and this shy Han boy was not willing to communicate with
others, including the author. During training classes of match play, this boy usuab kisk
own ball with the wall or the guardrail of playground. Keran, the coach of Altay, told me that it
was impossible to bring that Han boy to participate in the regional championship, for his current
physical condition was weak and his skills was untrained. Yet, Keran did not oppose that this
Han boys continued training, as long as the boy was willing to d®36, . HUD Q VtRinG 32X U
ingisalways opennRU DOO VWXGHQWYV ~

The Han boy left the team one week later and never appeared again. It was difficult to know
more details on why this Han boysldot continue to train. But, the linguistic aspect might be
excluded, for almost all coaches and footballers in two Altay teams could speak fluent Chinese.
Keran told me that he did not persuade this boy to quit, he Badhaps it is because of higpa
HQWYV ~ ,Q D @nd@tddihly 2076, | asked Keran why there was no Han footballer in
his team, he gave his explanations:

Author: Has Altay always been like this? | mean that | have not seen anyétballer in your
team.

Keran: Not always. Indeed, players are mostly Kazakhs in our team, bueddoubave Han
players before. Not too many, and not every year.

Author: Almost half population in Altay are Han Chinese, but why they barely play football?
Keran: (He laughs , GRQTW N QR Z ydu abikdHhélp nfeDd Brdlys
Author: Because our Kazakh players are too tough?

8 |n football, red and yellow cards are used as a means of warnirigyaeging or penalising a player, coach or tedm o
ficial.
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Keran: (He laughs again) | know what you mean. It should have no relation to ethups.cPe

ents in any ethnic group would not like to see their children get injured. Every go to coun-

try sides for selecting footballers, | always tell those parents, mostly KazakhK DW GRQfW EH D
if their son gets injured in training. We are training footbait, fighting. Their sons will benefit

IURP WRGD\TV astddihni@ lel@tibn>as@ou see, the relation between Kazakhs and Han
ChineseLQ $OWD\ LV JRRGs ih¥I@y dvigihate"from sevirkiribes, but we always

say that therés the eighth Kazakh tribe. And the eighth is exactly the Han Chinese livingliere.

$OWD\ \RX GLGQTW VHH DQ\ VHQWU\ RI SROEHHXRPQ %MW R Uk
been to Urumqi, and you will go with us to South Xinjiang. Then you will seerhany armed

SROLFH DUH SDWUROW®hyGelv IRa@ bayK play\fathaiH Wink # @ because of

their parents. Many Han parents consider playing football as wasting time. Thests plink it

is much more important for their children to stay at home to finish assigmworks >« @ +D Q
SDUHQWYVY VRPHWLPHVY RYHUO\ HPSKDVL]H 3VWXG\LQJ" %XW

This Kazakh coachid not attribute the rare involvement in football of Han Chinese to ethnic
aspect, as the Han mother suggdsbut emphasized distinct educational conceptions. Keran is

right in terms of this observation on social harmony in Altay. According to my observation in

both North and South Xinjiang in 2015 and 2016, compared to Urumgi City and Maralbexi
County of Kashgar Prefecture, the city of Altay gave visitors a peaceful and less nervass impr

sion. Even so, that Han mother still put Kazakh boys on the opposite side of her own son, con-
sidertKk RVH .D]DNK ER\V D\DOAAOGCQFEYKQGH[HG ~ heaar thiypejuW\ IRU I
GLFH WRZDUGY HWKQLF PLQRWIMWLHYV IURP WKH +DQ PRWKHU?

4.1.2 Whose National Teams8\JK XUV ,PDJLQHG &RPPXQLW\ DQG +DQYV .

I WKDW +DQ PRWKHUTV SUH M XfeeL éndorrf@thhiteVthel iMigvingF PLQR
cases are likely to bring many Han people uneasiness, wghadiout Uyghur and Han Chinese
negative stereotypes towards each othieis a Han football trainer of Xinjiang Football Assoc
ation (XFA) to provide training program for Xinjiang grassroots coaches. \lganglan college
lecturer teaching courses on communication. Both informants agreed that since the 1990s inter-
ethnic tensions in daily life within Xinjiang had emerged in the realm of football. Their conclu-
sions reflect the new trend of Han-Uyghur ethnic relation since the 1990s. As Finley (2013:235)
observed, a series of non-violent symbolic resistance among the Uyghurs rose during the 1990s,
and was expressed through three main vehicles: negative stereotyping of the Han (and positive

counter-stereotyping of the in-group), symbolic, spatial and social segregation from the Han, and
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DOWHUQDWLYH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV SUHYFhe wimmGit o s RXJIK W
non-'YLROHQW V\PEROLF UHVLVWDQFH ZDV WKH *KXOMD LQFLGF
suppression and the ensuing state crackdowns represented a turning point in Uyghur national
politics: simultaneously an ethno-political climax and anti-climax, which ushered in an era of

V L O H QrifeM 201 3:235). The silence, to some extent, still exist today in the realm of football.
Although many rumours, as some of my informants adaiand literatures in Chapter 5 willgsr

sent, identifiedWKDW LW zZDV WKH JRYHUQPHQWY{V VXSSUHVVLRQ R
that caused the Ghulja incident, many of my informants were not willing to talk too much about
WKLV GLVWXUEDQFH $V FRDFK /L VDLG AIVvKdOW abduRitW KDV SD
what KHDUG IURP P\ IRUPHU WHDPPDW H ¥ tAitod ikucioaddnt po2: HT G E'
LWLFV =~ KH VDLG 3% XW WKHUH LV RQH WKLQJ , FDQ S RQILUP
and Han Chinese play football togetheRnPDWWHU LQ SUHIHFWXUDO WHDPV R

The college teacher Wang gave his observation on the campus of a renowned Urumgi un
YHUVLW\ 330 Ditadilrnx ncempu i@ight be good spaces to observe ethnic relation
in Xinjiang,” KH VDLG 3:KHQ HWKQLF UHODWLRQ LV JRRG \RX ZLO
from different ethnic groups play football together in the pitch. While there is ethnic tension, like
around DQG LW ZRXOG EH UDUH WR V HisluMiddiaddddeP H VFH
program during 2001 and 2005 at the same university where he currently works and hed his ma
ter program in a multiple ethnic college in Beijing during 2005 and 2008. One significant-distin
tion in the two colleges, as he observed during his student days, was how ethnic minorities un-
GHUVWDQG WKH UHODWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKHLU HWKQLFLW\ DQC
students participate i n¥ SRUW OLNH IRRWEDOO WRJHWKHU LQ ERWK X
KH V D ut@nedistinction ] Yfeund sthat ZKHQ WKHUH LV D &KLQHVH QDWLR
Beijing, all ethnic classmates will cheer for the national team together. Yet, in Xinjiang, many

Uyghur college students seem not to recognize the national team aQtbaVY LRQDO WHDP ~

The Uyghur-Han ethnic tension in the early 20000V :DQJ VXJJHVWHG ZDV 3UHI
He sharedZLWK PH D FODVVLF H[DPSOH 7KDW ZDV LQ WKH \HDU

82 7KH WHUP 3QHZ IRON" LQ WKH V ;LIRWIFDRU SURHI M O B W RRIDQ VD O W Bl W QZIHA IHY KV |
unite Uyghurs against the Han for projecting a Uyghur national conscisu@fialey 2013:184).
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ball entered the final stage of FIFA World Cup for the historically first time. In thaf éena

was drawtnLQWR WKH JURXS ZLWK %UD]LO &RVWD 5LFD DQG 7X
JURXS ZDV WR SOD\ ZLWK 7XUNH\ 3, Q WKDW DIWHUQRRQ WK
the firsttime soth&¢ VW XGHQWV DQG WHDFKHUV PLJKW ZDWFK WKH E

Wang still remembedthe scenario in that afternoon:

But the atmosphere in the campus was weird [...] and embarrassing. The Hans agthoihe

groups all supported China, while the Uyghur actually supported Turkey! In the end, China wa
defeated by the score zero to three. Many of us could accept the resulyafmtefor there was

indeed an obvious athletic performance gap between China and Turkey. Especially, ifdve cou
know Turkey eventually won the third place in that year of FIFA World Cup. \Buat many of

XV FRXOGQTW DFFHSW ZDV 8nahK of thexh\thehpat£219d Wi ¢heébed Wih& Q V
campus for the triumph of Turkey. It was not like their national teamddsaé game, but like

their truly own national team had won.

: D Q J TXgerlence in 2002 was not a sole case, and the similar case has also been verified in
other studies. In another anthropological research on Uyghur identity, two Uyghur students in-

terviewed in the year 2014 shared their perspectives:

During the last World Cup, it happened one time that China had to ptagyl We were watch-

ing it in the big hall at school and, of course, China lost! It was raallyy; every time Turkey

began to do well, we cheered them, and our Han classmates looked askance at us and got really
irritated! (Finley 2013:387)

7KH VFHQDULR LQ :DQJYV UHFROOHFWLRQ LV VSHFLDO 7KH
others. Sometimes, China national football team might play a game with Kazakhstan or Korea in
international events, and Chinese Kazakh or Chinese Korean might also support Kazakhstan or
Korea, for their ethnic consciousness seeing those two countries as their ethnic nation. However,

in history, Turkey has never been an ethnic nation of Uyghur. Yet, some Uyghur, especially in-
tellectuals, receive the conception of Pan-Islamism and Pan-Turkism and imagine Turkey as
their ethnic motherland (Shichor 2005; Wang 2013). And in dalily life, as Finley (2013:387-388)
observes, some Uyghur educated youth express their cultural, religious and political affinities

with Pan-Turkism and Pan-Islamism through the consumption of international 8por&G LG Q TW
actually understand why so many Uyghur were fond of Turkey instead of China, until | entered

the college and studied some histéry; DQJ VDLG 3(YHQ VR PDQ\ RKaP\ FODVYV
zakhs, Mongols, and HUsFRQVLGHUHG WKRVH FKHHUIXO 8\JKXU FROOH
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As Wang observed, the case of 2002 World Cup is an extraordinary case that reflects the
tension in the early the 2000s between Uyghurs and Flas@cha GLUHFW zZD\" 3+7KHQ JU|
ly it turnedto be EHWWHU ~ KH VDLG B36RPHWLPHV \RX PD\o&WHH +DQ
gether during 2001 and 2005 when | was studying here, untd ¥1® \ BUXPTL 5LRWYV ~
many residents, 2009 was another turning point of ethnic relation in Xinjiang. Wang shared his

latest observations:

I came back here in 2008 as a lecturer. After 2009, | can tell you what | have seen besides football
pitches on the campus since 2009. When Uyghur students play together, they amermate

and friendly to each other. While some Han students join in, those Uyghur students be

very aggressive. Their motions are too risky, even you are not a fan, you ¢hatttlose Y-

JKXU VWmolidhrsQ@MY arfiing to their opponents, not to the ball Those Han students are

probably newcomers fromeidi, they might not be familiar with ethnic tensions in Xinjiang- B

cause many of LQMLDQJ +DQ VWXGHQWYV X\VtK DyQlons. & QUitéva B@yD\ IRRW
time on this campus, Uyghur and Han students has chosen to play football separasenpus.

:DQJTV PHPRULHV weyuitdrdsappdipividdfQ Wiose who consider ethnic tensions

only exists among grassroots uneducated peopleavie end of my interview, Wang alsd-a

mitted that the ethnic relation in recent y¢#a8 VHHPHG WR EH EHWWHU DJDLQ’
and media have WDUWHG WR FDUH IRU ;LQMLDQJha& &WomD@®-O ~ KH V
fessional football club. Sometimes | also go to Ergong Stadium to watch Tiansh&n\SD UG [V
games with my students and colleagues of all ethnic groups. In my opinions, this is the correct
way. You must create opportunities for Uyghurs to truly participate in professional football so

that they could contact other provincés

Coach Li in his forties years of age, who has been working in the football industry, also
agreed that football reflemti Uyghur-Han ethnic relations. YeDV 3DQ LQVLGHUt-RI ;LQML
E D @©dd not agreed that the state hgRW 3*FUHDWHG RSSRUWXQLWLHV™ IRL
that the training opportunities and games of XBAUH DOO FRQWUROOHG E\ 8\JKXU
staf DUH PRVWO\ LQ SRVLWL RdiciesWAKDKAZzaKS bdvé evad le3ssower in
WKH UHDOP RI ;LQMLDQJ IRR ¥dEH2®© &Xists EattahRebiidsegregation J HV W
Xinjiang, even inthel RRWEDOO UHDOP S3SEXW LW slhenBé&Me) OQ BOXYHG E
terview in August 2016, coach Li shared his personal interpretation on his Uyghur colleagues

and footballers,

To be honest, although | have been working in XFA and dealing with Uyghurlsniostawenty
\HDUV , KDYH QR 8\JKXU IULHQGV $QG , GRQTW LONWHQG WR F
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zakhs who are more gentle and cooperative, Uyghurs are too arrogant and too intidetaple.

UygKXU IRRWEDOO SUDFWLWLRQHUYV KDYH D SRRU RGRFDWLRQ|
municate with other ethnic groups, GRQ W PHDQ WKH\ FIhes§ vldeviBahBeN & KL QH )\
ties might speak poor Chinese, but those younger generations can speak fluent Ebarese,

WKH\ GR QfdaptwhbDI@véant to share with them, they can only be convinced by outcomes

For example, when | train grassroots coaches from all prefectures of Xjnjitold them that

their training method need to be improved. But many South Xinjiang Uyghur coachesdiosist

their old methods, for their methods would be easier to bring victarigsuth stage. And they

thought that was just a theorist, but not a practitioner!

As coach Li observed, short-sightedness that only sees current outcome and self-conegit that d
nies communication with other groups, are two primary problems of Uyghur football participants
38\J K Mays are too fond of the individu&® L P H O L J K WEAaclKdihgleheds talented and
likes to show off isMVNLOOV EXW LW %lVofkHand @gsthBr dghRHe Eeald) Fheir poor
educational background and psychological condition also prevent them to play a good game
when falling behind. % H V tdadh Vi also responded to my confusion on whether there exis
ed unfair plays within Uyghur football teams, as accused by many other of my informants, like
age-fixing and match-fixing:

Author: Why these unfair plays repeatedly emerge in Xinjiang?

Coach Li: In Xinjiang, football is like a Uyghi&wn game. The football governors, judges, and

players are mostly Uyghurs 7KH\ FDQYIW EUHDN RXW WKH HWKQyF ERXQG
ghur youth for they are too young to understand this. But | do disagreehusth Wyghur adults.

Their short-sightedness will sooner or later limit their ethnic development.

Perhaps, itvas the frustration of not being respected and recognized as a professional that made
coach Li present his reluctance to make friends with his Uyghur colleagues. Considering coach

/ L fpvofessional background in his field, his remarks at least reflect some Han Chinese profe
VLRQDOVY QHIJDWLYH SHUFHSWLRQV RQ WKHLU 8\JK&U SHHU\
ble and disappointing for us to understand a real ethnic situation in Xinjiang. Because not all the
Uyghurs are as stubborn and conservative as coach Li says and, as the following section shows

there are different voices withloyghurs.

At the end of my interview with coach Li, he also gave his positive judgement on current
WUHQGY RQ WKH 3ULVH RI ;LQMLDQJ haXtatto RR&VEROO ~ 3$W
DQG ;LQMLDQJ IRRMWTRd @he perisdHvhémthé&athfetic performance of Xinjiang
football is good synchronises with the period when the ethnic reldtivh J RA @€ night

when Flying Tigers won the league champion, coach Li expressed his opinion in message on his
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social media account in botxplicit and implicit words 3; L Q M L D Q hoWwRsRAMdE IBanO
from Xinjiang basketball to truly break down the boundary. If Flying Tigers has flied, exgm L
DUG EH IDU EHKLQG""

4.2 Intra-Ethnic Identity Negotiation

Coach Li proposedVR 3W U X O\ E UHD et Welditng RX@cBW KM ZRUG SHWKQ
EHIRUH 3ERIXI®G B typical example | observed in fieldwork: when talking about any
issues related to ethnic relation in Xinjiang, no matter on social media or in daily discourses,
many people would carefully choose their expression. This reminds us to note the different forms
of discourses, the verbally expressed, the unexpressed, and the inexpressible (Brownell 1995:24).
In fact, as | have observed, many tensions of ethnic relation in Xinjiang are not only presented by
discourses, but also by actions of diverse subjects. This section will examine how bottsdiscour
es and actions are presented on Uyghur internal identity negotiation between stategmationali
and ethno-nationalism. These negotiations will reflect a complex ethno-nationalist movement, as
MacClancy (1996a:9-10) argues in his classic research on Basque football and Basqué Nationa
ism, in which participantRl WKH PRYHPHQW KDYH 3L Qushbdotvthé W-UHV V HG
WLQFWLYHO\ WUDGLWLRQDO DQG WKH GLVWLQFWLYHO\ PRGH

As MacClancy (1996b:190) observes, Athletic Bilbao, the leading Basque team in Spanish
football league, in the construction of a nationalist community, insisted on a distinctive style of
play (fieriness and long passes). This simple, effective but distinctive style required footballers a
quick, strong and hard physique. The Basque nationalists, including footballers, fans, and local
journalists, consided the Basque style football as a mark for distinguishing Athletic Bilbao
from other clubs in the Spanish league, which were said to represent their respective local ways
of life, soWKDW &DWDORQLD ZDV WKRXJKW WR EH 3FRO€gKHU™ DQG
OHVV DQG S\UNRuCHmcK QAOELDLA0-191). Besides insisting on a distinctive style,
other distinctive action in Basquess that Athletic Bilbao did not spend a sizeable part of its in-
come on purchasing stars from other teams but on the whole spent its money by investing it in
the youth of its region: in the Bilbao suburb (MacClancy 1996b:183). This characteristic of e
phasizing the ethnic purity never changed until the early 1990s when the club was privatized by

entrepreneurs and many local footballers left for pursuing better salaries. Even so, many Basque
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fans and media still urged club owner to raise more local ethnic youth instead of sigriing foo

ballers from outside world (Spain, Europe, and overseas) (MacClancy 1996b:194-195).

0 D F & O Dr@deafckl on Basque football reminds us to note thafinkented tradition
and dnvented modernitymight be equd$y important to be examined when a sport encounters an
ethno-nationalist movement. In fact, Basque and Xinjiang share some similarities: first, in both
places, football was introduced from outsides world - in Basque football was introduced in the
early 1890s by British sailors (MacClancy 1996b:182), while in Xinjiang it was introduced in the
early twentieth century (as reviewed in chapter i other words, football does not have a-hi
tory too longin either Basque and Xinjiang; second, in both places, some local people insisted
that there exist something distinctive in their football for serving ethnic purposes. Butsthere
still some difference, as | will illustrate with examples in this section: the Basque community, at
least till the 1990s, as MacClancy presentl shared a highly common ethnicity, or ethno-
nationalism. Whereas in Xinjiang among Uyghurs, especially in urban areas, ethnic or ethno-
nationalist identity between generations are highly hybrid (Finley 2013:349). This hybridity is
also represented via football.

4.2.1 One Club, Two Supporters

On a Saturday of July 2015, | went to Ergong Stadium in the north part of Urumqi city for
watching a China League One (CL1) game between Xinjiang Tianshan Leopard and arshenzhe
football club. The attendance on that day in the stadium was about 30% and famsosty
seated in the south stand. Something caught my eye as soon as | entered the stance: audience on
the south stand were clearly divided into two groups, one was mostly in green t-shirts at the
southwest corner, while another was mostly in light blue t-shirts. The green t-shirt was in fact the
team t-shirt of Leopard, thus, | presumed that the green should undoubtedly be Leopatd suppor
ers. Those green fans were well organized by their leader Abdugeyyum, a passionate Uyghur
man in his forties, drumming withathDVXUHG WHPSR DQG VKRXWLQJ LQ RQF
4-1; Figure 4-2§3

8 :KHQ ZDWFKLQJ D VSRUW JDPH PDQ\ ;L @®3WLDY JD8A JX X0 RBRPOQUERIPOX KDWY W RV H

many other places in Clan
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When | went into the green crowds, | noted that fans on this side were mostly young people,
ZLWK GLIIHUHQWTrhHdda#l@duk IeDreHcdriclude that they were prgbabt the
VDPH HWKQLF JURXS ,QGHHG DV VRRQ DV , IROORZHG WKHL
with me. Then | knew some factsislfriendly young man was a Uyghur university freshman;

Figure 4-1: e ** UHHQ )RRWEDOO )DQV ' ZEddhty StAGUO, PUd@ QL]HG L

Source: Shot by author. July 2015. Urumgi, XUAR.

Figure4- $EGXTH\WXP WKH /HDGHU RI 3*UHHQ )RRWEDOO )DQV”’

Source: Shot by author. July 2015. Urumgi, XUAR.
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many fans in green, like him, were mostly educated urban yoWlH HTOHDGHUYV @DPH ZD\
geyyum, who used to study in Russia; and fans in this organization were from different ethnic
backgrounds $VvV , ZDV KHDULQJ WKLV \RXQJ PDQYV LQWURGXFWLR
ing: the leader Abdugeyyum was talking tadal3JUHHQ ™ IDQV LQ &KLQHVH E\ KLV
IURQW RI $EGXTHWXP 3JUHHQ IDQV°  DOVR WDONHG WR HDFK
they also shouted together to judges in dirty words in Chinese, just like what fans do in other
neidi cities. On their flags, there were two languages: English and Chinese, no Uyghur (Figure 4-

3). This group of fans were so active, loud, passionate, and energetic that the rest of audience,
who were mostly in light blue t-shirts and occupied most seats in the south stand, looked like

fans of the guest team.

Figure 4-3: A3*UHH Q )R R VWBI®&ORRxg)ibpme Stadium of Leopard

6RXUFH 6KRW E\ DXWKRU -XO\ (UIRRN J(OWDLG/IKX R FBUSWVL R WAKH8IOD
;LQMLDQJ" &RPSOHWH &KLQHVH VFULSWV RQ@GWHKKXIPBRQBLEAAKHOL VKL ;
, kd OLWHUDOO\ WKH VDPH WR (QJOLVKRXHUKRBRIQ sZeciiicdlytgreH§WoU D KDO |

Uyghur characters on the flag.
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However, 3W K H E O XhHactMe€e\also supporters of Tianshan Leofafbserving

WKHP LQ GLVWDQFH IURP WKH FHQWUH RI 3WKH JUHHQ  , IR
welFRUJDQL]J]HG WKDQ 3WKH JUHHQ ™ ([FHSW RQ VKRXWLQJ WKH
anything else from them. Besides, they were not hddJ KXJH 10DJV RU IDQVY WRZ
SWKH JUHHQ” GLG 7KH\ VHHPHG WR EH DW OHDVW IURP P\ H
an interview with Abdugeyyum later, this vigorous man never stinted his appreciation to me for

my support to Tianshan Leopard. He shared many detailed information on Leopard footballers,
their skill characteristics, personal training backgrounds, ethnic backgrounds, etc. However, ev

ry time | tried to ask mVRPHWKLQJ DERXW 3WKH EOXH” KH DB®zZD\V UH
ceptonsRQ IRRWEDOO ~ RU fuwwkIH\DQWVH Q@RWQWKUKXHERXOG FKDQJH

conversation with more details on footballers of Leopard.

From my side, it is rare to see any supporters of the home team in a home stadium would be
spatially divided and have distinctive behaviours on watching a game. Besides, two groups of
fans had no communication with each through the whole game. But | could tei\théstH EO XH "~
fans are indeed Xinjiang ethnic minority people by observing their appearance. After watching
WKDW JDPH , IROORZHG VRFLDO # HGUWH RIUVERWK DGV IWKUWHI B (
LIH WKDW 3WKH EOXH" VKRXOG DOVR EH D IRRWEDOO IDQVT

many Xinjiang football information, but always in Uyghur.

My questions on the two groups of fans had not been answgraddugeyyum, until the
Han college teacher Wang in Urumgqi and the Uyghur football coach Miradil in Guangdong gave
their explanations respectively. Wang, who ususitpd Z L W K 3 W Kwhed bUdiweqt 1o IE
gong Stadium, suggestthat the core distinction between the twb Qxbfips was SPyWKH EOXHY
are mostly conservative UyghursZKLOH pWKH JUHHDQY G B K OAXBEHORSIHKQ DO
anexcerpt from an interview in 2016 with WargK R KDG D PDVWHUYfV GHJUHH LQ |

37 KH Em@opésé that the Leopard should become more local. They see Leopard as a Uyghur
team and blame the head coach Li Jun, a Han Chinese, has not sent enough Uyghur footballers in-

8 Two fan organizations have their own names. Considering ariphym XVH 3WKH JUHHQ DQG 3WKH EOXH" |
WLYH WR UHIHU WKH WZR RUJDQL]DWQRDRMPBY WKBWDPHQWHRQHGX LWANKIRIJIHRSDU
might be ambiguous. Although no informants mentioned, | thalised that the light blue is almost the same colour dilage
of Uyghur independence (Bovingdon 2010:102; Szadziewski)2014
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to the first eleven on the fieldd] $QG WKH I XQQ\ WKLQJ LV WKDW WKRVH IDC(
signwaiyuanandneiyuan if neiyuanare Xinjiang Uyghur footballefS.But, the problem is that

currently there have not been sufficient Xinjiang Uyghur footballers who are capatliey in

China League One and China Super League®here are many other fans, liRe7 KH JWhAdH Q~

myself, who are much practical and open on ethnic issues. Because we beligve thaté im-

portant to have good athletic outcomes rather than to discuss ethnicissu@s $ I WHU DOO [IRR\
is firstly a competitive sport, not a political or an ethnic tool. And the truth is, asUggalur and

Kazakh youth footballers grow up, Xinjiang footballers have more opportunitigyoon the

ILHOGt BEW@RRG WR VHH WKDW WKH PD QD jndde ldapservRive/ ByR SDU G C
JKXU IDQVY SUHVVXUH

+LVWRULFDOO\ VSHDNLQJ-N-HIREWIUIQ 4 D ¥ CFEW ,[@ HERWOQ\
cessor of Leopard was a CL1 professional club based in Wuhan City, Hubei Province. For some
reasons, the former owner decided not to continue investing on football and tended to sell this
club. At that time, Xinjiang in fact had a team named Xinjiang Ticai playing in China League
Two (CL2), whose majority footballers and coaches were Uyghurs. And Ticai had failed to pro-
mote into CL1 for two consecutive ye&fs$V :DQJ WROG PH 3WKH EOXH" ZHUH
who had been supporting Xinjiang Ticai. Noticing this opportunity from Hubei Province, XFA
with the support from a local real estate entrepreneur took over that Hubei club. Some former
footballers - mostly Hans - chose to leave for other clulbeidi, while the rest and their coach
Li Jun chose to come to the new base, Urumgqi. For making a complete club, XFA selected some
young talent footballers from its own sports school (the Song Qingling Football School) into the
new team. Yet, at least in the year 2015, those young Xinjiang local footballers could not get too
many opportunities to play on the fiéitiThis is where Leopard came from and, as Wang su
gesed ZK\ 3WKH E O XHto ddogiz¢” X0UQE 3HW Ke&ppd#Fd WAL WMKLVtHHQVH 3
blue”is somehow like those ethnonationalist Basque fans who propose tbk@efH WK QLF 3SXUL
in the football team.

SWaiyuan LQ &K L@B& HUHIHUV WR LQW H WNEiyDiaki L RQ BE.G L3RR, VEEBD © Gokhestic footbal

ers. Both are hired by a club.

8 China League7ZR &/ DV LQ G&K[CQ BAPHY 3°  [thé Chinese Football Association Division Two

League.

87 In the season 2017, there were twenty-seven footballers firgheam of Tianshan Leopard. Among them, three were
international, eight were from Hubei Province, one in each was Beijing City, Anhui Province, and Liaoning Province, and
the rest thirteen players were mostly Uyghurs from Xinjiang (Sina Spbr() 20
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Yet, as Miradil argued WKH WUXH SUR SWwa¥ mbOuft askmgKdd nee Xydhur
IRRWEDOOHUV RQ WKH ILHOG EXW 3SWKH\ ZDQW /HRSDUG WR

4.2.2 3Uyghur Football “ vs. Universal Football

The sameas Abdugeyyum, Miradil suggestl that 3 W K H ~ iwéeXrdt true football fans,
but the one who were making use of footbAL Q GHHG WKHUH DUH PDQAR-RI VXFK
QLF JURh¢walwaysHPSKDVL]H WKDW uVRPHWKLQ 4. %X\e DAR ,EVHHS\.
not everythinghasV R EH 8\JKXU« D QG W K Hcancbhvili¢d mReQvhavndeRta beR X
8\JK XU« D Q@&n teRmde when you are talking about Uyghur, what Uyghur you are talking
about. 7KH\ FODLP WKDW WKH\ DUH GRLQJ WKLV IRU D EHWWHU

agree at all’

OLUDGLO RIWHQ UHDG ;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOO IDQV®% VSHHFK
OLVKHG RQ WKH KiRe'HIDQE WK RBRWeHidtew Li-@yghur so that many
neidi fans might not understand. As he shared, many Uyghur fansed#énat Tianshan Leop-
DUG DV D ;LQML D éGhbuldrnmatwatypusedodalOXitang? footballers as many &s po
VLEOH %HVLGHV Bay TWiskRa/HHRBQUY S VREBROG HVWDE®DLVK LW
WHPQG VW\OH 36RPHWLPHY , GRXEW WokktBal HD ®IWR'SW K LAK &\ FKOX
\RXQJ FRDFK VDLG 3+RZ PXFK GR WKH\ UHDOO\ NQfRa DERXW
Xinjiang footballers have superior physical qualities so that TiangthR SDUG VKR X-OG SOD\
SDVVY DQG OHDUt8anht) BIpedily EnglahD,@r Sweden, or Germany, or Turkey.
But the truthis that none of these national teaidV L O O S®MUHMORQ J

Miradil received bilingual education (Uyghur-Chinese) in his middle school stageoand
pleted his college undergraduate program major in Physical Edudcateomormal college at
Urumgqi. Different from many of his pareitgenerationn his hometown Kashgar, as hegsu
gesed he embraced?d HFXODULVP 3, W LV KDUG WR VD\ WKDW-puWKH EC
ghurs ~ OLUDGLO VDLG 3% XW ZKDW , NQ RPkeLyengvatidh WikeeMyKH E O X

8 |n football tactics, long-pass, or long ball, is an attempt teentioe ball a long distance down the field via a cross-wit
out the intention to pass it to the feet of the receiving playes. technique can be especially effective for a team with either fast

or tall strikers.
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parentV §eneration or even old¢ ~ +HUH KLV c&ESERQGCD/WE REPGuKheht. that

it is some elder-generation Uyghurs who are controlling Xinjiang Football and making policy,

and to some extent, influencing daily discourses on football in Uyghur communities. Another
typical case might present this older-generation. It is notable to read a quote from Zunun
Qeyyum, the present Director of XUAR Sports Bureau, from an interview by a state-running

media in the year 2015:

Since 2007, we have been learning from Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Russia that are located
west to us. Because they are geographically and culturally close to Xinjiaingptheall style
and tactic is more suitable for Xinjiang football. (Xinhua 2015b)

+HUH ZH ILQG WKH VLPLODU ORJLF WR 3%D \thaxadteli®iBsSWED OO
an ethnic group should play its distinctive style of football. When thisvidsaspoken out from

the head governor of Xinjiang sport, it sehmore rational for some people. Yet, for some oth-

ers, this ideavas totally unprofessional. As Miradil suggedtnone of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,

and Russia presesd the highessOHYHO IRRWEDOO LQ WKH FXUUHQW ZRLU
stronger nations within Asia and Europe than those CetMILD Q QD W L RIQh&s no3) RRWEL
ERXQGDU\ "~ OLUDGLO VDLG 3% XW WKRVH RIILFLDOV ZKR WD
own interests k] GRQTW PHQWLRQ SROLWLFV LI ZH MXVW WDON DEF
Xinjiang to get integrated into the world. What Xinjiang football really need are scientifie trai

ing methods and managements.

$V OLUDGLOYYVY FROOHDJXH DQG URRPPDW®W FoothaltsEhooto HIOD Q
couldnotDbJUHH PRUH ZLWK OLUDGLOYYV FULWLTXHV DJDLQVW WK/
In fact, in my interview with him % HJODQ YV FULW L X Rbthingb@ manipuldthdkK HU 3
HWKQLF FRQWURYHUVLHV YLD IRRWEDOO °

Beglan belongdto the earliest group of students in theL Q M L D Q Jné&idddeniov higlQ
VFKRRO"™ W KHNZEK Hnd éntely &# famous university in Jiangsu Province, studied
Spanish. lwas his educational background, as he admitted, that made him able to think issues in
broaderperspectives, and practically, to be capable to do the present job, as the assistant coach
and the interpreter for Spanish coaches hired by the school. Since G Football School was found
in 2011, this school has been recruiting Xinjiang local talent football youths. It was also in the
year 2011, G Football School employed several Xinjiang ethnic minority staff, including coaches

and catering service staff runniadpalal restaurant in its campus. As one of the earliest eyaplo
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ers, Beglan came to this school in 2011. At that time, Beglan used to have a Uyghur colleague
that was, as Beglan suggedt:D FRQVHUYDWLYH 8\JKXU QDWNH.IReED OLVW ~

case,

It was in the year 2014, that Uyghur coach proposed a suggestion to the School. In fact, both of us
were in the first group of employed staff from Xinjiang, and we used tadyelf, at least in my

opinion [...] Perhaps, he was inspired by athletic performances of Xinjiang foptloai in e-

cent years - | hope so - he arguedtBa®D O ;LQMLDQJ \RXWK VKRXOGQKW EH GLY
ing and training units but should be formed as one teaching and training uretsohool. And

he also appliedVR EH WKH PDQDJHOORDIVWKL¥KH LQHWDL.®GKWUVKLS RI WKH
U\WJKXU FRDFKTV VXJJHVWLRQ VHULRXVO\ 7KHQ WEKHWKDROOHP
;LQMLDQJ FRDFKHV WRoGLKB&VWKMKHMS HUVY K& HNeiQsér:LQMLDQJ
ior KLJK V FIKkROR @dvantages and disadvantages VXFK 3;LQM.ISD,Qarg8ed bV V"~

that meeting: the aim for the school to recruit Xinjiang ethnic minchfidren and divide them

into separate units is to assist them to adapt a multicultural endrinand to promote their
communication ability. Once we change the current educational aim and separate them from other
children from all over the nation, it would not be helpfuthese Xinjiang children. Because in

the future, they will play football, not only in Xinjiang, but also lie twhole China, even ore
VHDV«7KH PDQDJH&HBQWXGAHRRBEBEKWK SURSRVDO LQ WKH HQG 7
to hate me and caused troubles in my dalily life.

As Beglan told me, this former Uyghur colleague was ten years older than him, and in fact had
more coaching experience in Xinjiang. Since they had different opinions openly on how to man-
age and train Xinjiang ethnic minority students, this Uyghur coach started to make verbal attack
on Beglan within Xinjiang coaches circle in the schdok H FU L W L F Ltp itseRddIsi@rR W
and to havewon-halal GLHW ~ % H JYobhQvewbur @ee thoice to have your own religion
and diet that | have never intervened. Right? But why you come to intervene mine? It is good to
know heis in fact such person. The earlier, the beftiiot too later, that Uyghur coach resigned
DQG ZHQW EDFN ;LQMLDQJ $QG QR ;LQMLDQJ FRDEB®BIWVVSURSHF
DQ\ PRUH B(EHFDXVH PRVW R br XazaksRfrdrDXivijilrtg dre8nal is<ddn-
servative as that leaving\JKXU FRDFK ~ 37kBDOIOHE PRIKXU IRRWEDOOT
S1RU u.D]JDNK IRRWEDOOY 7.KHdvisl the VodiQI(ppeéoRedat ov& BewitodO O
are playing every day

Thus, opinions of Miral O % HJODQ D QdHect WK &tguhtéht ldispveaithough
there are some similarities, the current Xinjiang society is not equal to the Basque society, in
ODF&ODQF\YVYwhkerVddd pdeple are mostly ethno-nationalists. Meanwhile, |1 do not
intend to interpret; LQMLDQJ |RRW E DiStidct piniownsLdn LTiabsQav VeHpard and
3;:LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOO -sthviicQ@lidhiot@nmy, Betv@enZthé QrvddJdnd the rural, or
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between the educated and the uneducated, or between the younger and the elder. T§®ugh the
dualistic conceptions might be criteria for us to explore the complex ethnic relations in Xinjiang,
each single of them could not be comprehensive to describe the identity hybridity, like-the U

ghur intra-ethnic identity situation.

4 3)DLU 3AXK@&zakh-Uyghur Inter-Ethnic Case

Talking about Xinjiang football, it is common to see inter-ethnic discussion between Han
Chinese and Uyghurs. Yet, few discussions note the inter-ethnic relation between Uyghurs and
other ethnic minorities, like Kazakhs. This section will present the subtle and sensitive ethnic
relation between Uyghurs and Kazakhs that is full of competitions, co-operations and compro-
mises under the currentL Q M L BoQal $Hackground full of ethnic tensions and seee$ anti-

terrorism.

4.3.1 Forgotten Football in North Xinjiang

Until drafting this thesis, | still remember the first message that the grassroots Kazakh foo
ball coach Keran had&/ H Q WWelebmé to Altay! Our voices truly need to be heaskks Keran
suggestd it was DOO HWKQLF S DsUdNmany $dar® thay ifastbroigbt \tie remarkable
outcome of Xinjiang youth football in recent years. Yet, too many praises and attentions have
been emphasized on the Uyghurs in South Xinjiang, while contributions and issues af the K
zakhs in North Xinjiang have been neglected. The most crucial issue, as Keranesliigy&st

inequality in the realm of Xinjiang football.

Some of the inequalities came by nature that Keran and his Kazakh fellows must accept
since they are born. As reviewed in Chapter 2, there is distinctive ecological differencenbetwe
South and North Xinjiang. Due to more snowfall in North Xinjiang, half of a year (October to
next March) is not suitable for footballers to train outdoors. In other words, North Xinjiaing foo
ballers have half less outdoor training time than their peers in South Xinjiang. Even if North Xin-
jiang football team could persist in training in the snowy winter, no matter outdoor or in indoor
stadium, they need a great deal of funding for preparing food, training equipment and sometimes
renting a venue for winter. If they plan to move to other wameéti provinces, like Guangdong

or Guangxi, they must prepare extra funding for transportation.

119



Yet, a common challenge for many Xinjiang youth football teams is the financial shortage

As Keran said,

In Altay, we also have many talent youth, but we lack the financial support. The annual financial

input from the Autonomous Region Government to Altay Prefecture is one of thinlaelipre-

fectures. The input we could use on football is even less. One thing | am conedroingds no

enough games for us to participate in. Last year, Altay had an Ice and Snasnirbastival, |

wanted to organize a football game by this chance. But the local government had no budget
Thanks to my friends who engaged in China-Kazakh border trade, they helpedaise 80,000

RMB for this game. But in the end of thedayR X FDQYIW DOZD\V FRXQW RQ \RXU IL

For promoting the economic development and social stability in XUAR, as reviewed in chapter 2,

the state has initiated the&3 U R Y-to-Qréfétture Aid PJUDP WR ;LQMLDQJ" 3 3 $L«
2010.3% XW WKH ¥WWDKVH BERHWWMWLIRURYLQFHY WR 6 RAMEE theQMLDQJ
ZRUVW SURYLQFH -LOLQ WR $OWD\ =~ $FFRUGLQJ WRawKH VWL
jor prefectures in South Xinjiang, were aided by several richest coastal provinces and municipal
cities, including Guangdong, Jiangsu, Shandong, Shanghai, Tianjin, and the capital Beijing.
Whereas, Altaywas aided by the declining northeast province, Jilin (Table $-Rpran ex-

pressed his regret, meanwhile he accepted tlidsVétH DU U D Q JH P HdA& undlek$tand ] D N K
and accept this nationdd UUDQJHPHQW ~ 3$IWHU DOO ZH NQRA-WKH FXlL
MLDQJ " KH VDLG 37KRVH 8\JKXU UHJLRQV LQ 6RXWK ;LQMLD(
we FDQMTW DFFHSW LV SUHIHUHQWLDO SROLFLHVthBXUAMKH DXWR
Sports BurealDQG ;)$ ,W LV QRW IDLU

What Keran critiqued were twdR E Y luRfadrVpractices in the realm of Xinjiang football.
As he suggest] orewasthe trend in recent years that quota for recruiting young footballers and
training opportunities for grassroots coaches BBHHQ LQFOLQHG WR 6RXWK ;LQMI

chances for talents promotions is more harmful than cutting fundingH U D Q SinEel1895,3

8 _LOLQ B3URYLQFH LV QRW WKH 3ZRU V Wt aPdn6 o3k RMdsOrndustrRIQrdviRdeQiREhink, VFD O H
Jilin has been suffering series of eco-social problems (talent drain, enviropoleition and low economic growth) since the
late 1990s due to the reform of state-owned enterprise. It hasdraahV KH ERW W R P [ thityHoriR prévikde® orfGDP
growth in recent years (Economist 2014; Wall Street Journal Zl1iBa Daily 2016b). And according to national data in 2015,
the gross regional production of Jilin was the poorest amongnalle®in aiding Xinjiang provinces and municipal cities. Qm co
trary, three major aiders of South Xinjiang (Guangdong, JiangduSlaandong provinces) are the top five economically gtron
est (National Bureaus of Statistics of China n.d.)
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Altay prefecture has been sending potential players to Xinjiang University and Xinjiang Normal
University, five or six students per year. But last year, both universities reduced quota for North
;LQMLDQJ DQG LQFUHDVHG TKet&WilbsdlRnias aRoXiMpEcted QyMddnie @iy -

trend. In an interview in the early of 2016, he said:

Last summer, | took my team to South Xinjiang to play the annual regional youth fadbtia
pionship. A local Uyghur coach told me that he had been selected by the automegiongo
Kazakhstan for exchange. | was astonishing. Because | also work in the local sporf bystem
know how the selection and training procedure works. At least, any regionalzexdyaelection

must be open. But no one from XFA, nor the Regional Sports Bureau, nor the Regiorel Educ
tional Department, had informedtay that there was such an opporturity @coadceshave no
chance to be trained well, how could they train their students? In the end, Uyghurs would be more
arrogant. Then they would say, it is only Uyghurs that are good at playing football igngin;

Another major issue, as Keran accusees frequent match-fixing and age-fixing issuesen r

gional games?;)$ LV DLWMHUHVW DVVRFLDWLRQ ~ KH VDLG 3$QG P
from South Xinjiang. In a regional event, judges are mostly Uyghurs. But it was not likethis b

fore. It was about a decade ago that plenty of Uyghurs started to take some crucial positions in

XFA. “Thus, as Keran doubted, unspoken rules emerged:

In 2007, Altay and Kashgar competed in the final of the regional youth footbalpahaship.

That was the first time fom Kazakh team to reach the champion. But, many players in Kashgar

team had changed their ages. vdvédEHHQ D FRDFK IRU PDQ \telNithBrUiNferr- K RZ FDQ
ence? They were much taller and stronger than our players, some of them even had moustache!
And all the three judges and the game commissioner were all from Sogigmirin the whole
ninety-minute game, penalties of the three judges benefited Kashgar. fkmdend, we lost by

the score zero to two. And one of their goals was a penalty shot! All these biabeppesedin

front of regioral RITLFLD OV Y H\H ¥dthakhty HadnddEdeQa@y of this farce.

The defeat in 2007 almost let Keren make the decision to end his football coach career. But
many of his students, both the Prefectural Sports Bureau and Altay N Middle School persuaded
him to continue being the coach. Regarding to the current social situation in South Xinjiang,
Keran said that he could understand why the state and regional preferential policies would be
more beneficial for Uyghurs 3E X W P Dixhg &nd @ge-falsifying are beyond the principle of
IDLU S @ ihe fedm of football, pe OH DOzZD\V VD\ WKDW WKH EDOO LV L
correct. No one can expect what will happen on the field. But, the precondition is everyone shall
follow the principle of fair play. In all formal football games, footballers march into the field

with the FIFA fair play anthem.
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4.3.2A Moral Triumph

In my fieldwork in Altay N Middle School, | met with Keren every day, including weekend.
In my interviews, Keren usually would not talk too much about ethnic relation, especially inter-
ethnic issues between Kazakh and Uyghur. And he never spoke negative words on Uyghur
young players in his two teams. Until we were preparing to depart for Maralbexi County to pa
ticipate in the annual regional youth football championship, he started to have more discussion
with me on Uyghurs. In most cases, when his comments were against Uyghurs, he would not d
UHFWO\ VD\ RXW WKH ZRUG 38\JKXU"~ EXW XVHG RWKHU ZRUC
JURXS" 6RPHWLPHV IRU XQGHUVW D QtGask BimkpolitelWithate PHD QL C

actly his words refer to. As this excerpt from an interview in the end of July 2016 shows:
Keran: When | was in the regional youth team, all ethnic groups played todethas. not like
today.
Author: You mean then it was much more harmonious in Xinjiang than now?

Keran: Yes. We Kazakhs are peaceful and get along well with all ethnic groups. Not likersome a
rogant ethnic group. In their eyes, Kazakhs are wild horsemen and only know how sbdegd
They think Kazéhs are poor at sports, no mention playing football. They think only étietic
group are born to play football.

Author 6 RPH HWKQLF JURXS« \RX UHIHU WR«"
Keran: Uyghur!
Author: Yes, | remember that you shared some of your experiences before.

Keran: You need to remember that Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous RegiotJigyhur autono-
mous region(he stressed on Uyghur). We Kazakhs might have a try to insist. But yohesee, t
are Tajiks, Kirgiz, Russian, and Tartars. How can they resist?

Author: Resist? How to do that?

Keran: Hold your bottom line, and d§ive a trouble maker (a silence for seconds). Take football

as an example. | insist the rule, no recruiting any footballer with age problemsaewet fix age

like many South Xinjiang coaches do. Every year, they would use somelgdgeQJ SOD\HUV [HV
see how it will be in Maralbexi County.

Would all South Xinjiang football teams, as what Keran said, have no sportsn?anstiip
doubts about HU D Q TV, | départedivith Altay U13 and U16 teams for Maralbexi Coanty
the dawn of the first August 2016. In the first part of this journey, it took eight hours by bus from
Altay to Urumgi. Then we went to the train station to take one-night train from Urumgi to
Maralbexi County in South Xinjiang, at the northwest of the Teklimakan Desert. That was not a
smooth journey. It was in the mid-summer, a railway bridge on the way was destroyeavby sno

melt flood from Tianshan Mountain. And Altay and another team from North Xinjiang,
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Tarbaghatay, were unlucky to encounter this accident. In the end, we arrived at Maralbexi C

ty on the day when the organization committee planned to have the pre-event technical meeting.

Coaches of all delegations participated in this meeting. It was before the meetings that | had
the technical manual. Reading through the little booklet, | found that participants of this event,
including organizers, judges, coaches and footballers, were mostly Uyghurs. Besides, there were
clear articles on penalizing age-fixing. According to these rules, coaches and managjers of
teamsPXVW VWULFWO\ FKHFEN IRRWED O O Hixing an® thasyueta@iigy LGHQV
case was found, XFA would penalize the prefecture as follow articles (Figure 4-4):

1. After confirming the violation, cancel the result of that prefectutegd¢ion in this annual
championship;

2. Interms of the seriousness of the violation, suspend one to three years afajicadifof tha
prefecture for participating in the annual championship;

3. After confirming the violation, that prefecture should pay off all feesndutiis event, in-
cluding returning the subsidy from the Regional Sports Bureau;

4. After confirming the violation, suspend all coaches and footballersrigaimpportunities in
the involved Prefectural Sports Bureau and Educational Bureau for two years;

5. In severe case, XFA will consider calling the police and deliver involvesbpeel into jud
cial procedure.

Figure 4-4: Excerpt from the Technical Manual on Penalty to Age-fiximhMasquerading

Source: Shot by arthur. August, 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgar PrefeCtis.
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From my rough view, those articles looked quite serious.

On Beijing time nineRTFORFN LQ WKH HYHQLQJ ZKHQ WKHI¥XQ VHW
ly got together in the gymnasium of Maralbexi County. Many Uyghur coaches seemed to be very
familiar and started to chat with each other. As | observed, Keran and other three assistant
coaches of Altay had few communications with other coaches, except with the head coach of

Tarbaghatay. That coach was also a Kazakh, but his team members were all Uyghurs.

The XFA chairman, a fat Uyghur man in his fifties initiated the meeting with a short pro-
ORJXH LQ 8\JKXU 7KHQ KH VWDUWHG WR VSHDN &lkKddQHVH 3V
ers, cadres, colleagues, coaches and team managers in this room, | will speak in ‘Ghinese.
started to give his speech. The content was routine about praising the effort of the locah-organiz
tion, encouraging all delegations to follow sportsmanship, etc. Then cadres in respective gov-
ernmental departments in Maralbexi County started to introduce some service information about
this event. Some meeting participants obviously were not paying attention to pre$eMe$dd H F
es and they were chatting with each other in their seats, or watching their mobile phones. But the
Altay delegation were quiet and listening carefully through the whole meeting. The tedidus mee
ing went on until the technical director of this event, a Uyghur judge in his thirties went onto the
VWDJIJHNMDLGLGO DQQRXQFH WKH TXDOLILFDWLPB€asEKHFNLQJ |
\RXU WHFKQLFDO PDQXDO WR WKH SDJH RI GHOHJDODWIHRQ QD
listen carefully and take anote, ZLOO DQQRXQFH GLVTXDOLILHG IRRWEDO!
if you find any footballers that | announced play on the field, please report to the judget-commi
tee.” When this judge was going to announce, Keran immediately became cautious and asked
every assistant, including me, to help taking note. Then, that judge started to announce. In the
end, seven delegations had age-fixing cases and five delegations had identity masquerading cases.
Most of cases were from South Xinjiang teams, and all disqualified cases were boys, not girls
(Figure 4-5). It was notable that no coaches and managers had expressed objections or protested
in the room after the announcement. It seemed that those disqualified prefectural delegations had
already known the results and were not afraid of penalties. All footballers in the Altay delegation
were clean. | turned to look at Keran. He proudly got his head up and calmly gazed those coach-

es in other delegations around him.
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Figure 4-5: Disqualified Footballer Name List in 2016 XUAR Regional Youth Football fieaship®

Source: Shot by arthur."4August, 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgar Prefecture, XUAR. In this anmmrnte
fourteen footballers have been directly disqualified due to age-fixingseareh more footballers have been replaced

due to identity masquerading.

After this meeting, | said to KeraR XWVLGH WKH U RfRiRy c8teQ &ddrhioStly D J H
from 6RXWK ;LQMLDQJ WHDPYV ’say,R8\IKDAQD /BB @WtheGtwey R

teams from North Xinjiang, Ili Kazakh Autonomous Region and Tarbaghatay Prefecture; are g

% KDYH KLGGHQ LQYROYHG IRRWEDOOHUVY QDPHV WR SURWHFW WKHLU LGHQ
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ographically and culturally Kazakh regions, yet, in this event, their footballers were algrost U
ghurs, including those who had been disqualified. And | asked Keran whether the result of those
troubled teams would be cancelled in this year championship. Keran smiled bitterly, did not say
any word, but kept on walking ahead, confidently and calmly. Later | got to know that Kera
would have to face the same scenario every. ygarouncing disqualification staged every year;
Altay footballers were clean, while some footballersWwhK RV H 38\ J K Xauldvdliwdy® he” Z
found problematic on ages; but in the end, no team would be penalized. Ten days later, two of
the troubled teams, Kashgar U13 and Ili U16, won the champion in respective groups. Altay U13
won the forth, and Altay U16 stood the sixth that was anyway better than the eighth of 2015. In
addition, the Altay delegation won a spetité, the3)DLU 30D\ $ZDUG"~ ZKL&K ZDV D
prefecture with least red and yellow cards during the event. Despite feeling dissatisfied on the
performance of U16 team, Keran and his coaches still looked happy on the medal ceremony

(Figure 4-6). As | see, thatas amoral triumph rather than an athletic victory.

Figure 4-6: Altay Delegation on the Medal Ceremony of 2016 XUAR Regimath Football Championship

Source: Shot by dbor. The twelveth August 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgar Prefecture, XYAR.

°1 Keran was the man with a pair of sun glasses in the front middigreea T-shirt.
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4.4 Conclusion: Solidified Ethnic Boundaries and Hybrid Identities

Historically speaking, no sole ethnic identity has ever dominated in the region that is now
named as Xinjiang. During the process of the central government of China strengthening its con-
trol to Xinjiang from Qing dynasty (1644-1911) via the Republic era (1911-1949) to the PRC era
(1949 - now), there had always been inter-ethnic identity games among Han, Uyghur, Kazakh,
Hui, and other ethnic groups. Even if within Uyghurs, there have been diverse identities shaped
by geographic, cultural, and historic interactions with China and surrounding civilizations since
the seventh century (Rudelson and Jankowiak 2004). In the early twenty-first century, Finley
(20132-7) notes that a trend of hybrid identity has been emerging within Uyghurs. In this trend,
the traditional dualistic approach to analyse Uyghur identity, as Islam/secularism, urban/rural,
and ethno/state-nationalism, were turning to be incomplete and weaker. In this sense, Finley
(2013:349-350; 402-407) anticipates that a more complex hybridity of identity influenced by
globalization might emerge, especially within urban youth, in future Uyghur society.

This chapter with illustrated exampldsV UHV SR Q G L QuatidigaRiorn) viQ &él v§ V
spective of football. By presenting discourses and practice of diverse subjects involving in foo
ball, we have examined three ethnic relations, including two inter-ethnic relation (Uyghur-Han
and Uyghur-Kazakh) and one intra-ethnic relation (Uyghur). In this way, it is notable that foo
ball in Xinjiang has not natullgt become the almighty ideological state apparatuses, as the state
plans, to acculturate ethnic minority (especially Uyghurs) and promote the ethnic unity, nor has it
beenWKH YHKLFOH DV VRPH FRQVWURDWOY MW8YJ KHKEEMRVK QR R
ghurs. In this sense, football in this chapter has been examined more as the process of the game

of identities and values, rather than as the tool of shaping identities and values.

The remarkable background for all the discussions in this chapter is the deepening ethnic
tensions in Xinjiang over the past two decades. To some extent, as presented in this chapter, it is
frustrating that there exist serious identity divergences in the field of football among different
ethnic groups. This is in stark contrast to the coverage in the official media after the Xinjiang
Flying Tigers Basketball Club won the championship mentioned at the beginning of this chapter.
However, we have to face sualreality and conclude a reasonable inference: the moreprop
ganda the officials strengthen on sports bring ethnic unity, the reality is more likelydaottze c
ry to the officialf V SURVSHFW
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There still exist boundary, stereotypes and tensions among ethnic groups. And these inter-
ethnic stereotypes and tensions have also been represented within the realm of football in both
invisible and visible ways. As the first section discussed, when Xinjiang local government stren-
uously utilized mass media to promote youth football, football has not yet directly brought the
outcome that different ethnic groups really understand each other. On the contrary, inter-ethnic
negative stereotypes has been deepening. In turn, some Uyghurs magnify ethno-nationalism in
the realm of football and directly withstand the Chinese nationalism, leading to further conflicts
between their ethnic groups and Han Chinese.

In the official ill-advised process of promoting ethnic harmony by football, some Uyghur
football participants that suffed from negative stereotypes have been actively seeking to rescue
themselves. In the second section, they were more likely to accept market-orient football con-
cepts, such as the scientific training and management methods and imegistice tactics, rather
than insist ors0c FD OO HG 38 balKsti¢” | R R WHethindrr@tionalist imagination; In ird
vidual life, they dd not want to be hijacked by ethno-nationalism and lose the freedom of;choice
At the same time, they hoped that other ethnic groups could have a more objective and positive
understanding on the diversity of Uyghurs. Despite these effort thghur football partic

pants must face challenges from their conservative fellows.

Moreover, this chapter also shows some founding that few existing literatures bave di
cussed: the daily interaction between ethnic minorities among Kazakhs and Uyghurs under the
EDFNJURXQG RI 3PDLQW D Li€roGth. VakimyEvedydaly fcotmal tein §s \aHd
a regional championship as examples, the third section presents how a Kazakh football team
placed its own ethnic group in the oppogadJyghurs, by insisting on sportsmanship ana e
SKDVL]LQJ 8\JKXUVY X IsBitdihé mRdrad gl gravihdRf@) winning other ethnic
JURXSVY V\PSDWK\ DQG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DQG PRUH VSHFLII
preferential policy support . Under the context of anti-terrorism and ethnic tensions, as this thesis
presents, a Kazakh coach utterilgV LJPDWL]DWLRQ RQ KLV 8\JKXU SHHUV U
Kazakhs longd for cutting off the relationshiZ LWK SWURXEOHPDNHUV"™ 8\JKXUYV
are understandable, but such deed solidified ethnic boundaries bétyglams and Kazakhs in

turn.
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For this chapter, let us focus on reviewing how football reflects and contributes the public
debate on ethnic relation in Xinjiang. This chapter have illustrated that the existence of ethnic
boundary in Xinjiang is a realityHowever, how to break the ethnic boundary requires all in-
volved ethnic groups, including Han Chinese, Uyghurs and Kazakhs. For truly break the ethnic
boundary, the state and community are both indispensable. The next chapter will retsfn to di
FXVV WKH UROH RI VWDWH DQG EH\RQG LQ WKH 3ULVH RI ;LQN
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&KDSWHU 3*&RPELQLQJ 6SR UaRARQISIAIE 208 Bapoh®R Q~ 7

During almost one week in the end of July 2016, | had been acting as a team manager of the
Altay U13 football team, because the head coach Keran was busy applying for funding for pa
ticipating in the regional championship from the local Sports Bureau and could not do his coach-
ing jobs as usual. For several days, | took the team with almost twenty boys to another middle
school in Altay City to have training matches with a local amateur football team, whoselfootbal
ers were all primary school students attending a summer football workshop (Figure 5-1). My
WHDPYV RSSRQHQWYVY ZHUH OHVV FRPSHWHQW EXW WKHLU FR
tobe angrnat KLV ER\VY] SRRU SHUIRUPDQFH ,Q LQWHUYLHZV WR K
could keep calm, as he said:

2XU WHDP LV GLIIHUHQW WR .HUDQTV WHOP UHKDRQWB-8 DFK QML
ship, but our team plays for fun. For me, the first task might not bex¢th teoys how to win a

game, but to teach them how to have good manners on and off the pitch. To be a goodrfootball

firstly means to be a good man who must respect their coaches, teammates, the andiémeir

opponents.

Figure 5-1: Both Teams Present Their Greetings to the Audience

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. A middle school in Altay,Gittay Prefecture, XUAR. That was a very érd
nary training match during the week | acted as the temporary manatier Aftay U13 team. The audience beside
the pitch consisted of only a few peopldd QFOXGLQJ VXEVWLWXWH SOD\HUV RI PRWK VLGHYV
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It is difficult to discount the existence of state power in this research. Chapter 3 approaches
to reveal the function of football as the new governmentality to produce beneficial discourses for
Xinjiang youth football. In the process, state power presented via mass media, art works and po
icy documents. However, for many ordinary people, state power in those chamel ind-

rectto be felt.

For most of core football participants in this research, those young footballers, tha-most d
rect way to feel state powwras in the process of contacting coaches and teachers in schools. In
this chapter, the first section will start from a macro level to briefly review the development of
policies related to the football in XUAR. Then, the second section will turn to a micro level (a
middle school in Altay City) to concentrate on local coaches, teachers, and cadres at the grass-
URRWY OHYHO ZKR DFW DWgBRQ GBILWI¥DO EURRWURQO-'URYH 3¢
NHUV" WR UHIHU WR DJHQFLHYVY RI VWDWH SRZHU DWeWKH ORF
tween grassroots ethnic minority footballers and state institutions. By examining their gaily di
courses and practices in football training and schooling, this chapter use this approach to present
a dynamic scene in the grassroots level beyond state power, where state power overlaps with so-
cial spaces, and ethnic minority agencies are also adjusting themselves with the state in response

to changing ethics and values during the social transformation under the late-socialist era.

5.1 Shifted Tones on Football: Then and Now

As Chapter 3 argued, state agenciegelsrategically used football to produce the ethnic
PLQRULW\ FLWL]HQ EHVW VXLWHG WR WKRVH JRYHUQPHQWV{
LQJ WKLV DUJXPHQW GRHV QRW PHDQ WKDW 3ZH KD¥H DW WK
ther simple-minded view that these strategies usually succeed in a blanket fashion. The processes
LQYROYHG DUH PRUH FRPSOH[" ODF&ODQF\ D ODF&ODQ
sport is already a vital part of popular culture and hence harbours the potential of bigiteg an
gral component of the undercurrents which fuel discord, it becomes for the forces of the state
QHLWKHU HDV\ WR SHQHWUDWH QRU WR PDQLSXODWH«6SRUW

¢ FODVVLF FDVH LV |UR Bn 6athabit Xinbatwe XSikrt demonstrates this divisive potentigamt
in his analysis of a strike by African footballers against their colonialdso@ controllers. As he noted in Zimbabwe, white se
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5.1.1 Inexplicit Football in Ghulja 1997

In terms of the divisive potential of football, it is a good point to explore the relationship b
tween football and the 1997 Ghulja Incident, which seems to be unforgettable and inefable e
perience accompanying the Xinjiang football circle in the past two decades. Several informants
in this research implied that there existed a certain correlation between football and that riot. At
the same time, many of their assertions were too vague for me to understand the correlation. One
of my impression from their unspoken attitudes was that football used to be a kind of taboo in
Xinjiang after the 1997 disturbance. And since 2011, circumstances have changed that many

people in Xinjiang have become eager to talk about and participate in football.

Few official documents reveal the process how football has influenced (and in return been
influenced by) the Ghulja incident in 1997. One piece of text produced by the authorities in 2009
reviewed the rise of Uyghur separatism in the 1990s, in which football was suggested as a means

to propagate Uyghur separatism:

6HSDUDWLVP YLD UHFUHDWLRQ DQG DUW DFWLYLWLBY DOVR
3*UH\ :ROI <RXWK $UW 7URXSH"™ EHFDPH SRSXODU LgH6RXWK ;L
aratist ideas in their shows. In lli Prefecture, separatists used othelesehicludingmasrap

chay, tablighi (preach), playing football, etc. to propagate and instigate separiti&hen

2009:94)

While another source frora scholar described an inciderl®Y KH 3$XJXVW LOOHJIDO F

1995. More details were provided:

tlers had promoted football as a way to occupy what they regagidte indolent young males who had moved into town. But
football became an arena for political contest between the calsiizd the colonized. By successfully striking against the white
controllers of their football league, the players established an amtwrsospace in urban life for themselves and other indigenes.
Instead of hindering progress, the creation and runningatbdti clubs provided black townspeople with a stable focaltpoin

within the otherwise rapidly evolving city.

% Masrapis an out an out-door mass gathering held during the sumnmthsnat which men and women feast, play dutar,
sing, dance, tell stories and jokes, and play games (Finley 2013:160).

Chay OLWHUDOO\ 3SWHD ~ PHDQLQJ 3WddDyghw» woameh (HuM dnd Uaschgk®D09). I DWKHULQJ

Tablighiis an Islamic missionary movement that focuses on urging Muslims to tetprimary Sunni Islam, and partic
larly in matters of ritual, dress, and personal behaviour (Rabasa2fi04:15; 447-448).
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In July and August, Abdulhelil and other leaders organized a youth soccer ledgjugljay and

many youngsters joined. On August 12, several days before the tournament was to begin, militar
officials occupied the playing field, parked several tanks there, and announced vtloaildt
henceforth be needed for military exercises. Officials also reportedlyweshtbe goalposts from

the fields at all schools in the area to ensure that the tournament could not tak©plaaigust

13 Abdulhelil was again taken in for questioning. The following day, hundredemfimarched
peacefully through the streets and then dispersed, an event that officialefiatexd to as the
3EXIXVW LOOHJDO PDUF Khérebwhap tolhNthEvdlent\t€rR i Jhe march,

by noon that day snipers stood conspicuously on the roofs of buildings in the ceaten,cdnd

WKH 3HRSOHTV $UPHG 3ROLFH 3%$3 FRQWURWigkH®ariaksKkH PDLQ
(Amnesty International 1999; Dautcher 1999:325-27; 2004:285-87; Roberts 1998a:686). Ab-
GXOKHOLO DQG RWKHUV D Q JuhndBdrctiirKibl sgurlvhHaL/€ P @assfwW KHD'Y
social organization, went on to plan and lead the protest in 1997. Chinese saincdbat Ab-
dulhelil and others joined the Eastern Turkestan Islamic Party of Allah (ETIPAhanhits lead-
er, Payzulla, had begun infiltrating Ghulja in early 1996, planning for the demamstiratianu-
ary 1997 (Xu Yuqi 1999:177-78). No Chinese source | hgvd HQ H[SODLQV WKH 3$XJXV\
PDUFK "~ DQG QRW RQH FRQQHFWYV WKH *KXOmdapsB&RER VW UDW I
don 2010:126)

According to this source, sypressed youth football tournament in Ghulja was somehow & blas

ing fuse to trigger for the Ghulja Incident in 1997. Even though, many historic details were still

missing. From the state perspective, the leader Abdulhelil as a Uyghur separatist wanted to use

recreation and sports activities, including masrap and football, to instigate separatism (Chen
KLOH LQ WKH RYHUVHDV REVHUYHUYV YLHZ ZKDW WK

JURXSY ZzDV WKDW WKH\ ZHUH RUJDQL]DWLRQV WKDW 3LW GL

er 1999:326).

It was unclear how long th2$ X I X VW L O O H 2i»@hBlj2 éident InReed the
realm of Xinjiang football. What this research can confirm is, as several informants have sug-
gested in Chapter 4, that some of football participants in Xinjiang still have lingering fears when
talking about this past incident in Ghulja, and there also exists a certain segregation between Han
Chinese and Uyghurs in the realm of football. Yet, on the agntnaany of these informants
have expressed their support for the current shifted tone of the state, as coach Li, thé-Han foo
EDOOHU FRDFK WUDLQHU LQ ;)$ V Wydburs] tovplayodtbaludinee- W W R
WKH\ UHDO O\ AddiNodally,0oany @ ihnformants approved of the Xinjiang youthtfoo
ball project that was initiated in 2011, and many of them attributed the current prosperity to the
former XUAR party secretary Zhang Chunxian, the first leader of XUAR.
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5.1.2 School Football Campaign (from 2011 to Now)

S37TKDQNV WR 6HFUHWDU\ =KDQJ ~ FRDFK /L \h® Beook;LQMLD
Football Campaign since 2011, even earlier than theneddt SURYLQFHYV =~ $QRWKHU +D
DQW ZKR zZzDV WKH FRDFK RI D SUHIHFWXUDO JLUOV%®-IRRWED
[LDQ B3:LWKRXW KLV VXSSRUW LW ZRXOG EH UHDO®@\ GLIILF>
MLDQJ ’

The Vision

In fact, there were not too many materials released showing that the former party secretary
Zhang Chunxian was a big fan of football, or that he himself had been directly involved in any
policy making on football. Still, many informants had mentioned a case, which made ¢hem b
lieve that Zhang cared for football. In the early of 2015, many informants noted a photo from an
official social media account. That was a screenshot of a letter written in both Uyghuriand Ch
QHVH IURP WKH JLUOVY IRRWEDOO WHDP RI +RWDQ 1R O0OLG
belonged to the first female football team in Hotan that was fadimo2013; they had overcome
many economic, socio-cultural and religious obstacles in their hometown and insisted on football
training; supported by Prefectural Sports Bureau and Educational Bureaus, they eventually could
participate in the regional championship; thanks to the regional policy to support football, they
wanted to invite Sectary Zhang to watch their games (Figure 5-2). Soon after this letter, Zhang
replied to those football girls in South Xinjiang, sayisggRRWEDOO KDV RSHQHG \RXU
a positive attitude. It is a precious right for everyone to pursue of progress andeotiobia
dreams. It is difficult and even more precious for girls to do so. | am very pleased to see that you
KDYH EUDYHO\ LQLWLDW FB(Tidhshain S045b) KX the/ Sampellettén) Zhamg e
FRXUDJHG WKRVH reReR/WoBERE e ledddd dissentifator and practitioner of the
PRGHUQ FXOWXUH« WR UHVLVW WKH H[WUHPLVP DQG WR SU|
DURXQG« WR EXLOG D EHWWHU ;LQMLDQJ" 7LDQVKDQ E
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Figure 5-2: The Letter from Hotan No@LGGOH 6 FKRRO *LUOVY )RRWEDOO 7HDP WR =KDQJ

Source: Tianshar({l, MZ). 2015¢..Y5I\SY. %0"q"+$4D@i>4x) |[f2$%0 (Zhang Chunxian Replies and Encourages

JRRWEDOOHUV RI WKH )LUVW *L Lh@WV/AvwRt&RW koh€p8&ge7ddridet/2005+ R W D Q $W
01/27/content_10963214.htmccessed 29 August 2016.

Although some informants (coaches) questioned the truth of the letter from those South
Xinjiang football girls and complained that XUAR put too many resources into South Xinjiang,
no informants (coaches and fans) had deMé&H QHFHVVLW\ DQG LPSRUWDQFH R
letter released in the early of 2015 was not only a periodic summary for the Project of Populari
ing Xinjiang Youth Football (PPXYF) initiated in 2011, but also a manifesto for the future to
keep carrying forward this systematic regional projé&c/ FRDFK /L VDLG 3=KDQJTV O}
WKDQ QR OHWWHU ~

To some extent, the Project of Popularizing Xinjiang Youth Football (PPXYF) (XUAR
Sports Bureau and XUAR Department of Education 2011) was a pre-released versioraef the n
tional School Football Campaign (MoE 2015b) initiated in 2015. In the guideline document of
the PPXYF, four major aims were included: (1) Popularize football in a few years, ensure that
football will be introduced to schools, communities, and counties all over XUAR; (2) Cultivate
football talents; (3) Establish scientific training and managing systems within youth football; (4)

Combine education@G VSRUW | X Us\izKi fiddys URRPRZ\\gdality education), en-

sure that young people grow up healthily (XUAR Sports Bureau and XUAR Department of Edu-
cation 2011).
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Figure5- =KDQJ &KXQ[LDQ 7KHQ ;8%5 3DUW\ 6HFUHMERAN I{BFERXUDIHG WR $ °

Source: Tianshar({l, MZ). 2015b..Y5\SY. %0"q"*$4D@-2& f O) *a][C«f2$%0: "0 C! 5/"¥%F,.Y.gAO- [4UO-
+7],0- =KDQJ &KXQ[LDQ 5HSOLHV DQG (QFRXUDJHV )RRVWEDVOHRRVWEDERW D8

Bravely to Be the Leader, Disseminator and Practitioner of the Modétur€uAt http://news.ts.cn/content/2015-
01/26/content 10960609 _all.htm accessed 29 August 2016

Measures

For achieving the four aims, the guideline document proposed ten measures, including (1)

to strengthen guarante@mqgiang gexiang baozhangH.R#-g- ...fD, (2) to build echelons of

teams according to ages, (3) to build the reginal youth football league, (4) to establish the talent
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pool, (5) to strengthen the training for coaches and teachers, (6) to increase exchanges with other
provinces and regions, (7) to reinforce theoretical study and academic organization, (8) to
strengthen ties with other governmental administrations, (9) to make propaganda, andg€410) to e
tablish the system of assessment (XUAR Sports Bureau and XUAR Department of Education
2011).

JRU PDQ\ JUDVVURRWY FRDFKHV WKH PRVW SUD¥WLFDO |
DQG 3WR VWUHQJWKHQ WKH WUDLQLQ Juhéetstand therlattdnon®,Q G W H
for it is directly related to coaches themselves. As to the former one, in the context of the bureau-
FUDWLF V\VWHP Rl WKH 35& 3WR VWUHQJWKHQ JXDUDQWHHYV
is equal to a political commitmen2QH FUXFLDO PHDVXUH RI WKHVH JXDUDQ
J X D U D @MhHadézhand-iMu ...f[), which requests the actual leadgibéshoy "2216) of

DOO SUHIHFWXUHY DQG FRXQWLHYV WR DFWeDBY; ¥y KEGWOWHDGHU

puji gongcheng lingdao xiaoz[C«6 #r-<13gA+]+-Li ). Another crucial measure of these
3 JXDUDQWHHV"™ LV WKH jirdfed BaQzRanp\d\cJ XD),UrbvhdhHXAR pe-

pares a special annual funding for PPXYF in each prefetture.

$IWHU GHFODULQJ ZK D WnfddtHwsirRdXpdolvitiey theVpdliely guRlidikklhas
also defined who would carry out these measures. It is Sports Bureaus and Educational Bureaus
WKDW ZRXOG MRLQWO\ ERRVW VSHFLILF ZRUNV $QQ@-WKH FH(
F D W LiRi&p" jiehe j|5 La#° 7KH EDVLF ORJLF RI 3FRPELQLQJ VSRUW

sports institutions provide professional coaches, training equipment, and funding for daily train-

ing and participating in events, while educational institutions provide promising students who
would like to play football and have fair academic performance. As | have reviewed in Chapter 2,
most of professional coaches work in sports schools under the control of local Sports Bureaus,
and the academic performance of students in sports schools is usually quite poor and it has been
difficult for these students to find a job after graduation. This also results in the decrease of the
number of studentd Q VSRUWYV VFKRROV 7KXV IURP WKH YLHZ RI 6S

“ <HW WKH 3ILQDQFLDO JXDUDQWHH " KD\WRPOE R HW QR U PHEX & KHDWV 6IRMRWK; § ) M
Sports Bureau and XUAR Department of Education 2011).
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D QG H G X FDpvddtiBaQmethdd for them to recruit more young footballers in current-cond

tions.

Effects

LLNH PDQ\ RWKHU VWDWH SURMHFWYVY DV FRDFK /L VDLG
intensions, but in practice, there are many problaim#/ K H J U D Keérdu R \WaZzakh coach
LQ $OWD\ DOVR VXJIJHVWHG WKDW &PDKH $SBOVV¥FURRWBYH EHH

2QH UHDVRQ DV .HUDQ VDLG zZDV WKDW 3GLIIHUHQW JRYH
standings of WKLV S o fhdbry AW institutions, the Sports Bureau and the Educational Bu-
reau, need to cooperate with each other when involving in this progtcinYact, the two often
work at their own pace. Many officials in Educational Bureaus still view football as nothing but
a specific P.E.cowH W LV DQ DVVLIJQHG ZRUN IRU WKHP WR FRRUG
SEURWKH U sL @onydiLdand/ey LEAY 6 DV .HUDQ VDLG 3,W LV WKH HQ

the Education Bureau truly cares about7 KLV D W EdMcat®khl Bureaus often leads to

the incompatibility with football activities. For instance, students in regular schools mmst co

pete in an official competition to earn extra points for the National College Entrance Bxamin

tion (NCEE) or the Senior High School Entrance Examination (SHSEE), while such competition

is usually organized by Sports Bureaus. When some events take place during a semester, students

in regular schools must take a leave to participate in them. In this case, regular schools often
choose to reject studerfrequests, and claim that it might disturb the regular teaching schedule.

$V .HUDQ H[SODLQHG 36LPSO\ VSHDNLQJ PDQ\ WH&&EKHUV DU
for those students who plan to go outside of school for a football event. Because, for shme teac

ers, providing makeXxS FODVVHV PHDQV RYHUWLPH ZRUNV ZLWKRXW
students might choose to skip school with the risk of poor academic performance or choose to
give XS WKH HYHQW GXH WR S D U AtheY ifistBrQe; as\KerBnFsKarded \irfin S U H V' \
ically showed the incompatibility of some educational bureaus:

Once | was asked by a County Educational Bureau of Altay Prefectureas agudge in one of
its local football events. | thought it should be a football game. | was wrom@slta football
game, but a juggling football gameThere were over twenty delegations, each one had more

% Juggling, in Chinesdiangiu hC«~ UHIHUV WR XVLQJ DQ\ OHJhGttsAIUW RI ERG\ WR NHHS D
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than ten students. They went onto the stage of a hall, to juggle. It wasotidicluggling is not

equal to football but is more like acrobatics. Even if some leader oEthatational Bureau told

PH WKDW MXJJOLQJ ZzDV D IRRWEDOO VNLOCERIX) PRERWDEGMRQCL
useless.

Educational institutions are not the only one to be blamed, as Keran\sMyg¢G 6SRUWYV %
UHDXV RYHUHPSKDVL]H WKH RXWF R PofAthBrséiRes &HHY toOLORQYV =~ 3
6FKRRO )RRWEDOO ~ .HUDQ VDLG 3:KLOH WKH\ WKLQN WKDW

more details:

In addition, some leaders in the Sports Bureau have no professional sport backgedlutbt/en
so, they often tie the outcome in this year with their support in the nextymd you could win
at least the fath placeLQ WKH UHJLRQDO FKDPSLRQVKLS WKfEBN\ ZRQTW
\RX :K\ ZH GRRIW KWWY MWHDP \RX NQRZ" ,W LV EHFDXVH WKH |
LQ WKH SDVW IHZ \HDUV ZDV QRW JRRG HQRXJK DV FORHDGAHUIVW

As Keran argued, many officials in the Sports Bureau considered the outcome of a sport team as
the criteria for evaluating their own bureaucratic performance. It has resulted in inconsistent sup-
port for school football, and the situation would be worse in some poor regions. Keran had his

own judgement to the policy of school football:

School football is good, because it shows that the state begins to value foditialbng-term

policy support, itwouG EULQJ HWKQLF XQLW\ LQ ;LQMLDQJ 33&RPELQLQ.
as well. Because, after all, football is an education [...] the task of a P.E. teachdo ieadtstu-

dents to compete for a winning, but to encourage more students to go outsides, to expand their v

sion throughVSRUW >«@ 7DNH IRRWEDOO DV DQ H[DPSOHVLW LV D
may be involved in. Though not everyone can become a professional footballepatisan

help them to strengthen their wills and characters, to learn how to coordinfatethets. For

those from poor families, they can earn extra points igéokaoandzhongkaovia competing in

football tournaments. Then it will help those poor bayenter colleges. That is far better than
enteringttH VRFLHW\ WR ILQG D MRE DIWHU JUDGXDWILWJLWRRRKH
difficult to implement these policies. All policies have changed in thesgrais all over Xinjiang.

We are worse, because more fundingggo South Xinjiang”®

. H U Djq@dfj&ment drew forth another crucial problem on current school football campaign
LQ ;LQMLDQJ WKDW PDQ\ 3JXDQtthe gragdiddty.” KDYH QRW ZRUNHG

% Gaokag DV LQ & FEDQHWHHBH UV ; Wdhgkad(OV LQ &BQQHWHIRUYV WR 6+6((
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5.2 Moral Resistance and Ethical Discipline in Schooling

$PRQJ DOO XQHQIRUFHG 3JiiveiBsQ@eVisithid ShortayekoAfuRdmgE\W Q H J
cording to the PPXYF, financial support should mostly go to Sports Bureaus. Yet, such funding
has not directly reached to grassroots coaches. Thus, individual grassroots t@aehheir
own solution, which somehow reflects the ethical dilemma of these grassroots footbaHl partic

pants when facing the current social transformation.

JRXU -REV ZLWK 7ZR ,QFRPHV $ *UDVVURRWYVY &RDFK{V 'H

Keran has multiple career roles. He is a P.E. teacher in a local middle school, and a low-
ranking cadre and an experienced football coach in the local Sports Bureau. He himself has
crossed two bureaucratic institutions, sports and education. Due to his long-time devotion to
schooling and football training, Keran is a very well-respected man in Altay. The first time | met
Keran was in January 2016. At that time, he drove his grey Hyundai car to pick me up to bring
me to his office. That was an unusual situation in my experience. For as far as | kmewd it

be hard for a teacher in a regular school to own a private car based on their salary.

Soon after, | discoveredHUD Q TV D Q R W kd¢dtdmErDelbHsthessnia® Mést of his
income was from selling football products online in Altay. These products, including football
stocks, balls, shoes, T-shirts, etc., were purchased from Guangdong or Fujian provinces. Keran

explained his reason for engaging in this side business as follows:

My job has been only tied with Altay N. Middle School until 2004. In teatr, the original team

manager from the local Sports Bureau pocketed public money for the Altay delegatiane-A

sult, many footballers didfiWwW HYHQ KDYH HQRXJK IRRG WR HDW ,Q WKH Q
the Sports Bureau. But my own job was still in the school. In other wostl$,Had one income.

In most cases, | would apply fundiiRU WKH IRRWEDOO WHDPYV WUDLQLQJ E
delayed appraal. In the end, | had to pay in advance and expected that the Bureau would pay me

back later k@ )RU GDLO\ WUDLQ lfdpd ahd eEgniphhdnt. Qheid @Gre nD fddtories in

Xinjiang producing sports equipment, but there are a lot of such factories in Guangddng and

jilan. And | have contacts with those factories. Back then, the salary Kdh &V FKRR O & RXO G Q 1\
tain my expenditure on football teams. So, | made the decision to purchase more and sell in Altay,

for there were few such products in local shops.

. HUDQTV ZL &ChizekeReactier who works in the same middle school, opposessher hu
EDQGYV SIHDRWQFHEIROOV IRU WKH ORFDO WHDP 36KH DVNHG
WHDP"Y" .HUDQ UHFDOOHG 3+HU RSSRVLWLRQ LV DOzZD\V RUL

,Q IDFW EHVLGHV KLV ZLIHhasté&eD Sufiport@hs atheVdy Qarticibating)
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in annual trainings for several years. When | conduatgdieldwork, Heran was in the U16

team. Even so, Heran had not received any special treatment from his father. Then, I learnt from
other informants, wkR ZHUH DOO .HUDQYV FROOHDJXHV LQ $OWD\ 1
years Keran had paid for many others that should have been paid for by the local Sports Bureau,
LQFOXGLQJ IRRWEDOOHUVY FDWHULQJY DQG PHGIRADO LQVX!
Middle School showed me the weekly diet plan. It was a very simple menu: everyday breakfast
wasthe same with milk tea and deep-fried cakes; lunakfried rice or dumplings; diner as

noodles with lamb, potatoes and green peppers; in the afternoon, the canteen would prepare
green bean soup and water melons (Figure 5-4). From a nutritional perspective, thas dat w
suitable for a young footballer due to shortage of vitamins and protein. Yet, the chef had tried his
best to ensure all footballers could have enough food to eat. Indeed, no footballers | interviewed

had complained to me about food in the canteen.

Figure5- $Q 2UGLQDU\ /XQFK IRU $OWD\TV <RXQJ )RRWEDOOHUV

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N. Middle School, Altay,@itay Prefecture, XUAR. The chef waslil

ing a bowl! with fried noodles for footballers
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In my fieldwork, no one had criticized Keran for his second incdreople in-outside the
school, including students, teachers, and the schoolmaster, aletidteman. In several cases,
when Keran drove me home or had a dinner with me in a small street restaurant within Altay

City, some of his former students would come over and present their greetings to Keran.

Bek, the schoolmaster of Altay N. Middle School who would act the manager of U16 team
in the regional championship, sometimes came to the pitch to watch the training of the two teams.
3, WV GLIILFXOW IRU .HUDQ ~ %HN VDLG Z3:LWKRXW KLV LQV
many footballers. In addition, many countryside students from poor families might not have op-
SRUWXQLWLHYV WR HQWHU VHQLRU PLGGOH VFKRROV RU FROC(
had any regulations regardin¢ HDFKHUfVY VHFRQG MRE %HN XQGHUVWRI
KHUDQ 37KHUHTV QR UHJXODWLRQ WKDW D WHDdo&sHbot FDQTW
affectther WHDFKLQJ ~ %HN VDLG 3:H DO G ckQasHHEWaE bh@Stod K\ . HUL
PDQ\ HIIRUWY KDWYV PRUH FRPSDUHeWaR nR gthical proBlenizF K H V
DW DOO °

$ED\fV 3URYHUEV /RFDO .QRZOHGJH DQG (WKQLF ([SHULI

, ZDV FXULRXV RI RWKHU FRDFKHVY SUDFWLFH 7KLV H[FHL

Bek might provide some details:

Bek: | have been the manager for several times with Keran in recent yedilg)ese some cases

in other prefectures. Some coaches, especially in South Xinjiang, are toiailand have fo

gotten their own responsibility as an education professional. In recenst yeath football
Xinjiang has made some advancements, and some clubs and schoateiftopnovinces come

to Xinjiang to select young talents. So, local football coaches become middlemen between those
outside clubs and local footballers. As middlemen, those coaches could earn a lot of money.

$XWKRU W LV TXLWH QRUPDO IRU D PLGGOHPDQ WR HDUQ LQ

%HN <HV WKRVH FRDFKHV DUH OLNH VFRXWRWEWB0O DO ,,QG
master details on how much those coaches would earn as scouts or middlemée. [Boblem

LV WKDW VRPH RI WKHP YDOXH PRQH\ WRR PXFKORQ® IRIQRUFL
students are not suitable to play professional football. It is because of their own athlggicoabil

the other hand, itiEHFDXVH RI WKHLU IDPLO\TV HFRQRPLF FIRMQGLWLRC
thousand RMB on average per year to send a child to those schools or clubs. MostaafyXinji
IDPLOLHV FDQYW DIIRUG WKLV ELOO ,I D fisiRtDbrirperssdiidg/ QT W FR(

% It is not illegal but still controversial for a school teacher in Chirarica business outside school (Pan 2005:202).
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family to send their child tmeidi, it would be irresponsible and immoral. For those families, it
would be a highly risky investment.

Author: You mentioned that these cases are from South Xinjiang. So, what ethnic groups do those
coaches belong to?

Bek: All cases | know are Uyghur coaches.

Bek was one of few informants in my fieldwork whose career had little relation to football.
In his words, | unexpectedly noted that his critiques to another ethnic group. | wonder what in-
formation on ethnic relation or anything else | might get from this educational professional. Bek
was in his forties years of age interviewed in 2016. He was quite tall, speaking standard Putong-
hua like many other Kazakh teachers in Altay. While his slow flow of speech and humble att
tude made him quite approachable. In subsequent interviews, | tried to ask him some questions
related to my research. For instance, when | arrived at the school in the early, afwas the
end of Ramadan. So, | thought that all these Kazakh players living in the school, as Muslim,
would practice fast% HN JDYH PH D FRQILUPDWLYH DQVZHU #1R WKH
JLRQ LV SURKLELWHG WR HQWHU WKH FDPSXV 6FKRROV ZRC
during RamadanWKHVH IRRWEDOOHUV KDYH WKUHH PHDOV OLNH LQ
| came to Altay N. Middle School, | had noted the eye-catching posters and slogans on bulletin
boards in the campus. Some of these posters (on religion and ethnic unity) could been seen in
many other places in Xinjiang (figure 5-5; 5-6). While some others, as | have noted, avere K
zakh proverbs (Figure 5-7). When | asked Bek about the Kazakh proverbs | noted, he said with a
SURXG VPLOH RQ KLV IDFH 3:HadDdrisNSéiMe KfvWatlydiDayé seanihO W
WKH FDPSXV DUH IRON SURYHUEV ZKLOH VRPH DUH SRHPV ZI
KHDU $ED\YfV QDPH %HN VDLG SURXGO\ 37KH VLJQLILFDQFH
cance of Confucius forHa& KLQHVH

143



Figure 5-5: Poster in Altay N. Middle School: Religion is Prohibited from Ergetia Campu$

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N Middle School, Altay City, Afefecture, XUAR.

Figure 5-6: Poster in Altay N. Middle School: Ethnic Uity

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N Middle School, Altay City, Afesfecture, XUAR.

% The detailed contentt Q WKLYV SRVWHU ZDV 3VL[ SURKLELW LERHK YR @ XUHO LME R B F KW OX {
thoughts and faith of religion. All these were prohibited fromepeating the campus.

®BEFULSWYV LQ WKLV SRVWHU ZDV 32+ Rioni€Di@QiesWarot BaveiHah\etQdrFinditi€@ R UL W L H V
FDQQRW OHDYH HDFK RWKHU"
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Figure 5-7: Poster in Altay N. Middle School: Anti-corruptitSh

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N Middle School, Altay City, Aftesfecture, XUAR.

So, who is Abay? With the full name, Abay Qunanbayuli was a Kazakh poet, philosopher
and educationist. In both Kazakhstan and China, Abay is widely seen as the enlightenment think-
er of Kazakh nationalism. Many educated Kazakhs, like Bek, view Abay as the source of ethnic
PRUDO VWDQGDUGY DQG YDOXHV 2QH RI $ED\TV VLILILFDQ\
couraged his own ethnic group to abandon the narrow ethno-nationalism, instead he proposed
that Kazakhs must promote education and science (Habai 1995:7-8). In some literatures on Xin-
jlang, scholars have noted that the Kazakhs were more well-educated compared to Uyghurs
5XGHOVRQ DQG -DQNRZLDN ,Q WKLV VHQVH FRXO
knowledge explain these schtdav § IRXQGLQJ" $V WKH VFKRROPDVWHU %H
and-white answer for my questions that regarding ethnic relatios ;LQMLDQJ &% RWK W
zakhs and the Uyghurs in North Xinjiang are more well educated than the Uyghurs in South Xin-
MLDQJ ~ %HN VDLG 37KHUH DUH PDQ\ UHDVRQV OLNH HFRQR
DUH GHILQLWHO\ YHU\ LQIOXHQWLDO ~ <HW KH H[SUHVVHG KI

$ED\YV SRHPV FRQFHQWUDWH RQ IDPLO\ HW &t tiweB® é&hndSHUV RQ
profound. And in history, Kazakhs have been an ethnic group of herdsmen. We loatutiee

0 7KH SRVWHU RQ WKH ULJKW LV D .D]DNK BW REYHH LDEW @ LW K B R '@ OD FFHHSQWL ©R) | ELWF
be fat without eating scb SHRSOH ZRQYW WDON RQFH SHRSOH WDON WKH\ DUH DOZD\V FRL
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Our characteristics are that we are optimistic and easygoing. We are not likethainegroup,
narrow-minded and aggressive. They overly emphasize their own ethnic group. If thegnigav
achievement, they always emphasize how powerful they are. They look down upon otiers. Th

view us as wild barbarians for we are herdsmen, while they are more civilizechtpe&ghy

would they think of us like this? Perhaps they are right somehow. We usetttmfigo many

wars. In the World War Two, the soldier who raised the flag over the Reichstaglim Bas a

.DJDNK DQG PDQ\ .D]IDNKV IRXJKW DQG GLHG LQ 6LHJH RI /HQ
more. We love peace.

Similar WR .HUHQ %HN GLG QRW VD\ ZKDW HWKQLF JURXS UHIHL
(youde minzp6+F,;15w), until | asked, at which pointhE HSOLHG 38\JKXUV’

5.2.3 Where Have All the Coaches Gone?

.HUDQ ZDV VXUSULVHG DQG GHOLJKWHG WR NQRZ WKDW ,
%HN 30DQ\ IDPLOLHY RZQ DW OHDVW RQH ERRN RI $ED\ 2XU
IURP $ED\ "~ 3<RX NQRZ ZK\ WdhdUB PR XWKR 'P@ieh Da@idg
about Abay, Keren started to compare Kazakhs WK 8\JKXUV 3 W LV EHFDXVH PI
WKHUH GRQYW FDUH IRU HGXFDWLRQ 7KH\ RQO\ FDUH IRU P
have, the poorer their family will be. Then it will be more difficult to afford for their children to
go to school. This results in a vicious cycle. G XFDWHG SDUHQWY GRQYW UHJL\
those kids becomeeihu $QG WKLV JLYHV VRPH FRDFKHV WKH FKDQFH
DJH DQG LYetispar W usual, Keran did not talk too much about other ethnic groups
and ethnic relation. While | was learning knowledge about Abay with Bek in the last ten days of

July, Keren was very busy like a bee.

Keran the Bee

The reason made Keran so busy was that there were not sufficient coaches in the two teams.
According to the team registration form for the regional youth football championship, each team
had one head coach, one assistant coach, one goalkeeper coach, and one managehirfigur coa
staffsin total. Yet, before the twenty-second of July, there were only two coaches, Keran and his
assistant coach Ashar. | had seen one another coach for several times. As a retired wrestler, that

YHeihu DV LQ &ig1bQ tefersltc those who have never registered their identity in locilASfairs Bureaus so

that can hardly have many rights as normal citizens.
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coach barely gave players any training class, but directly played football with those yoting foo
ballers. Usually, the task of a head coach is to arrange tactics and to direct playeeme,

while an assistant coach takes charge of daily training. Yet, during that period, Keran was in fact
doing all these jobs. As it was getting closed to the first of August, when two teams were sup-
posed to depart for Maralbexi County, the prefectural Sports Bureau had not yet allocated the
funding (Figure 5-8). As a result, all players in the two teams still wore their own t-shirts and
shoes. That made them look not like one team. In addition, they could not purchase train tickets
without funding, which made the foreshadowing for their late arrival in Maralbexi County later.

Figure 5-8: Photocopy of the Funding Item List of Altay DelegatiorPfticipating in the Regional Championship

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay City, Altay PrefectureARUAccording to the photocopy, total funding
was cut to RMB 10,1109uan in which the largest part was round-trip transportation that had been cMBo R
4,0480yuan Other item included training subsidy (forty-four persons), daidals, equipment, medicines, nutrition
subsidy, assurance, and shower fee during training. The fundinigeleadofficially approved in the seventeenth of
July, yet no money had been allocated. Until the twdrty-W K RI -XO\ WKH ILQDQFLDO GHSDUWPH
in the photocopy shows) Keren (his real name has been erased byhtie RMB 4,5070/uan
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The summer training started on the tenth of July. In other words, two team only had about
twenty days for preparing the regional championship. Their training was very tight, and they
must train six and half days every week. The only rest was in the afternoon of the Sunday. For
each team, there were two training classes, each lasted two hours: U13 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
and 16 p.m. to 18 p.m., while U16 followed U13 behind (12 p.m. to 14 p.m. and 18 p.m. to 20
p.m.).

Since the mid of July, Keran had been busy in contacting coaches, applying funding, pu
chasing equipment and arranging daily training. | could only see him for half aelgyday for
D SHULRG , ZRQGHUHG ZK\ RWKHU FRDFKHV FRXOG MRW DWW
ing have no salary, bt OLWWOH VXEVLG\ =~ .HUDQ V based. Fhrekelaxt ZoRUN LV
too many football coaches in Altay Prefecture. Young coaches are too busy earniygdomene
ing summer break. Few would like to come to the city from courdtkd) D ZRUN ZLWK QR V
According to the original registry form. Except Keran, five other coaches are from different
counties of Altay Prefecture. As the Sports Bureau planned, during the summer training, if those
coaches could come to Altay City, they would be housgd WKH PDQDJHUYV RIILFH R
hall in Altay N. Middle School. The office room was simple. Without any air-conditioning or
computer connected the internet. There were only two beds, one telephone, one TV without any
signal, and one monitor screen (Figure5- 3, DOVR KDYH RQO\ RQH VDODU\ IUR
complainedtoWKRVH FRDFKHYV 3 pointkipKdeKdbe lselecED Wonbtwenty cand
dates in the grassroots to be the coach of the prefectural delegation. But young people nowadays
GRQYW DJUHH ZLWK PH« , PXVW SURS WKH WZR WHDPV XS I
WDNH RYHU"’
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Figure 5-9: Keran and One of His Assistant Coach, Ashar.

6RXUFH 6KRW E\ DXWKRU -XO\ Altay N Midde $chdQIPAItdyJCity, Rthy LPrefecture,
XUAR.

Murat the Big Boss

One day, | noted a new face on the pitch. A bold man in his thirties years of age was train-
LQJ WKUHH JRDONHHSHUV RI WKH W Z RhavwherPhé¢ waskellirgiQ 1V YR
young goalkeepers that | could hear him from outside the pitch. If the young goalkeepers did
well, the man also applauded and praised them loudly. After the training class, | went over the

side of the goal and chatted with him.

He said his name was Murat, and &/ HG WR EH WKH JRDONHHSHU LQ .H
ago. He heard that the former goalkeeper coach had not yet attended training, so he came here
and wanted to help Keran. Hie a cigarette while he was introducing himself. He shared some
HISHULHQFH ZKHQ KH zZDV SOD\LQJ LQ .HUDQYV WHDP EXW W
detailsof SDVW JDPHV +LV ZRUGV VKRZHG KLV UHVSHFW WR .HUL
WKH VSRUWY VFKRRO ~ 0XUDW V DitsGchéol bt rdaQefaNot diirotlas ZH O O
IRU .HUDQ 7KLV WLPH , ZDQW WR KHOS .HUDQ EXW KH UHI.
PLQG « &RDFK .HUDQ LV VRPHWLPHY WRR LQIOH[LEOH =~ :KHC
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troubles, he pointed his left arm. Then, | noted that there were some scars on the arm. | asked
him whether | could take a picture of these scars, Murat said no problem, and he emphasized,
S37TKH\ DUH FXW E\ NQLYHYVY DIWHU , JUDGXDWHG IURP WKH VSR

Figure 5- OXUDW 3SWKH %LJ URWKHU"~ 6KRZV 6FDUV RQ +LV $UPV

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N Middle School, Altay City, Afesfecture, XUAR.

Soon, Murat had to start the next training class. | came back to the side of the pito&and pr
pared to take notes. Then, a group of young footballers in the U13 team got around me, asked me
ZLWK VXUSULVH 37DQJHU ZKDW KDV 0 XV 1D3aenwKthiat Eose EU R W ¥
boys have already eww OXUDW DQG FDOOXEG KIKRFPKW KRXQGHBNOLNH WR
orific. Murat attended training for two days, and then he never came back.

$ IHZ GD\V ODWHU , PHW .HUDQ EHVLGH WKH ShWFK DQG
so” .HUDQ VDLG 3+H KXUW RWKHUV ZLWK NQLYHV DQG KDG E

0233QJHW P\ QDPH JLYHQ E\ $OWD\TV T&RRWIED @ @ HQN V HW PHIX@LGM @HEBHU EURYV
PHDQZKLOH LW LV DOVR KRZ WKH\ SUR QRrR@alin OheReUGLQ DU\ .D]DNK PDOHT
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$OWD\ &LW\ NQRZ WKDW ~ $V .HUDQ VKDUHG O0OXUDW ZDV LQ

team ten years ago. Yet, then young Murat was often involved in fighting. Keran used to try to

SHUVXDGH KLP WR 3ZDON RQ WKH ULJKW SDWng frola ¥0& 0XUDW
VSRUWY VFKRRO O0OXUDW 3ZDONHG WRR FORVHO\ ZLWK WKRYV

knives in an incident. This excerpt from an interview with Keran presented why Keran refused
WKLV 3ZDUP KHDUWHG KHOSHU"

Keran: Murat was a typical student in the sports school, which did not concenmtratéture
studies and courses. It is easy for students in the sports school to learn badf thieigsthletic

SHUIRUPDQFH LV QRW JRRG HQRXJK WKH\ FDQ WKH® WXWVYWN K F

find a job. But, which unit would like to employ a bad guy like Murat?
Author: This time he is willing to be the goalkeeper on his own. Is it not ok?

Keran: On his own? He said he wished to be one of the coach team members Magalliexi

&RXQW\ %XW KH DOVR DVNHG PH IRU VDODUARQYT VS KD VIR MRK\

salary from the Sports Bureau. Murat blamed me for being stingy. | did refuse him, not for money,

EXW IRU RWKHU UHDVRQV +H FDQ QHYHU RHWHPRB HER\Y KIRZT\

be a mafioso.

Ermek the Handsome

NotlongDIWHU 0 XU D \&rfcy, | Gdied i®etr Ddw coach. This coach looked young,
in his twenties. Every day on the pitch, this young man wore his black Nike hat. The first time |
saw him, he was teaching all footballers of the two teams how to play football as a whole team.
Everyone was listening carefully. Later, | found that this young coach would prepare well for
each course, and each course started to have a clear training goal. In theagndgo€lasses in
the morning, | went up to greet him. He held out his right hand and shook hands with me, intro-
ducing him politely in standard PRIQJK XD 31LFH WR PHHW \RX , DP (UPHN

Arriving at Altay N. Middle School, Ermek acted as the head coach of both teamse-His d
votion towards training refreshed most footballers. Then, | gradually learnt his experience. B
fore entering a normal university in Urumqi, Ermek was a member of the Altay football team
coached by Keran. In college major in P.E., he constjeining in professional football clubs.

Like many other cases, he failed in the end; yet, his educational background and trial training

experience in mangeidi provinces have enriched his football knowledge. Passing the national

WHDFKHUVY TXDOLILFDWLRQ H[DPLQDWLRQ (UPHN JRW D MR

hometown, Jeminay County, which was under the administration of Altay Prefecture. He was

one of the twenty candidate coaches recommended to Altay Sports Bureau. Yet, thefleader
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ORFDO 6SRUWYV %XUHDX WKRXJKW KH ZDV WRR \RXQJ DQG PL.
XQWLO WKH UHFHQW 3FRDF Kexeited 11dy thisljgb-abdldaBe tq WIRyHOityl H O W
as soon as he received the notice from the prefectural Sports Bureau. During the week when
Keran could barely attend training, | acted as the team manager of U13 team. For several days, |
took U13 team to another middle school to have practice games with a local amateur football
team, in which footballers were all primary school students attending a summer football work-
shop. Although opponents were quite weak, Ermek would send me his well-prepared line-up.
During games, he would keep up information with me via mobile phones, and by this way, he

could remotely direct all the U13 players.

In the later regional championship, Ermek acted as the head coach of Altay U13 team, while
Ashar acted ayUPHN TV DV Var Wa§ Dxitalile, dhy Bometimes, very rude to footballers.
For instance, in the last game of regional championship, Altay U13 team lost the game in penalty
shots. Although young footballers, especially the young goalkeeper, had tried their best, Ashar
sttuFN WKH JRDONHHSHUYfV KHDG ZL W Kfoz failmditt) s&/e apanhaitdh. DQ G E
The goalkeeper could not help crying. In the end, Keran and Ermek went over to stop Ashar.
.HUDQ WKHQ WROG PH WKDW D FRDFK VHKésyd) Gedd to\MIqU® L Q KL\
IRRWEDOOHUV EXW SK\VLFDOO\ VWULNLQJ WKHP ViKRXOG QfF
ballers admired Ermek, who was the youngest of three coaches in the Altay delegation. Unlike
Ashar who was irritable, Ermek was gentle, kind and responsible to footballers (Figure 5-11; 5-

$V RQH \RXQJ IRRWEDOOHU VDLG 3, WKLQN FRDFK (UPHN

IRRWEDOOHUV FDXOjh& W fadl UDRFEHdFdK HRU3 UHVSHFW ZKLOH L
footballers calH G W¥eHi&oU- @nd only called this young man3 (UPHN WKH +BQGVRPH"

1%Jia0 UHIHUV WR W K Hiadlir (b WIdgeHneaRingGodch. In daily training, this is how these Kazakh bdlys ca
their coaches, combining the first sylladkel FRDFKHVY .D]JDNK QDPH ZLWK WK Hiablidd V\BrmékOODEOH R &
the Handsomé DV LQ & K Biquai'Vafi-i3<H
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Figure 5- S(UPHN WKH +DQGVRPH™ &DUULHG 2XW QRO GHRBBGRYYBEWUHEBU G XULQ

Source: Shot by author. August 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgar Prefecting.

Figure 5- 3(UPHN WKH +DQGVRPH" 'LUHFWHG KLWEKGDSHUMRRDW K&K B P STHRODAV K

Source: Shot by author. August 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgar PrefeCGiAR.
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JURP .HUDQYV YLHZ QRW RQO\ $OWD\ 3UHIHFWXUH EXW DC
FRDFKHV OLNH (UPHN EHFDXVH 3,Q HVVHQFH FR®PWEBDQOQ R
VEKRROV PXVW WLH IRRWEDOO DQ G ttirmaxtéerBodthalk kpowledgiesD Q VDL
management and educational psychology. They need learn grassroots circumstances; state pol
cies, and trends in the outside world. The most important is that they must have virtues and be
willing to stay in primary levels, to be th&ktOH PRGHO IRU WKH \RXQJHU JHQHUD

5.2.4 Role Models Players and Negative Examples

As many informants criticized, the worship of competition had influenced many grassroots
football participants. Some leaders in Sports Bureaus care for the short-term athletic outcome,
and some grassroots coaches send young footballers to other provinces without considlering rea
istic conditions (as examples illustrated in this chapter), and some parents are also trying to get
their kids to go professional path (as example illustrated in the next chapter). However, Keran
LOQWHUSUHWY FRPSHWLWLRQ LQ KLV RZQ zZD\ DV KH VDLG 3:t

In daily training, Keran had not emphasized the consciousness of competition, even in
teaching body contact skilsKDW .HUDQ HPSKDVL]J]HG ZDV KRZ W& SURSHL
O\" XVH ERGLHV DQG Yydht@ Gew, only R faw. ¢f stuRi€nfs\Were able and sui
able to go to the professional path. In daily practice, he concentrated on the educatidmal sign
FDQFH RI IRRWEDOO UDWKHU WKDQ WKH IXQFWLRQ RI IRRWE
FDQTW RQO\ VKDSH ZLOOV DQG FKDUDFWHUYVY EXW DOVR LPSI
am not only teaching them how to play the ball, but also teaching & WR EH D JRRG PIL
Following were three cases that presented how Keran combined football with ethical discipline.

Team Capitals

In the mid of July before Ermek attended training, Keran often left the training contents to
footballers nlIRWK WHDPV %R\V LQ WKH 8 WHDP ZHOO IROORZHG
ER\V LQ WKH 8 GLG QRW IROORZ WKHLU FRDFKTV RUGHU 'X
did was having a counter game within themselves. One day, Keran found this misbehavior of the
U16 team, the angry coach punished the whole team to run five circles along the pitch, then he
seriously criticized three captains of the U16 team (Figure 5-13). Until then, | realized that there

were team captains in the undisciplined U16 team.
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Figure 5-13: Keran Was Criticizing Three Team Captains in the U16 Team

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N Middle School, Altay @ittgy Prefecture, XUAR. Closed to readers
were the three team captains. From the left to the right were Nurbek, Adil, diad Ser
The team capita in football is a team member chosen to be the on-pitch leader of the team.
It is often one of the older or more experienced members of the squad, or a player thatiecan heav
ly influence a game. | wondered how the three team captains had been selected. Keram suggeste

that he made this selection via careful consideration.

According to priority in the line-up, the first team captain was Nurbek, who was the shortest
DQG WKLQQHVW RQH DPRQJ WKH ewt Ktubirt withdgootacAtkmiyp&E R\ LV |
IRUPDQFH ~ .HUDQ VDLG 3+LV DFDGHPLF JUDGH UDQNV LQ WK
boy and gets along well with teammates. When playing football, he knows to observe on the
pitch. So, | put him in the midfield to organize striking and defense... But he has his weakness
WKDW KH LV WRR JHQWOH RQ WKH SLWFK +H QHHGV PRUH DJ

The second team captain was the tallest player in the team, Serik. His position in the team
was inthe cQ WHU EDFN ZKLFK XVXDOO\ DVNHG IRU D WDOO SOD
.HUDQ VDLG 3:KDW , DSSUHFLDWH LV WKLV ER\TV SK\VLFDO

the players. The Center Back is the last defense except the goalkeeper, and it needs-a very r
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sponsible player to guard this position. Serik is an obedient boy on the pitch. | think he has the
SRWHQWLDO WR EH D FDSWDLQ °

The third captain Adil was the only Uyghur footballer in the Altay delegation. As Keran
VDLG 3*+H LV DSRRWUIUBFERLDY IDWKHU KDG GLHG VRRQ DIWHU
grew up with his herdswoman mother in the countryside. As the second tallest footballer in the
team, Adil was strong and fast, which made him an ideal player as the striker. In most case, this
boy did not talk too much. Every time | chatted with him, this shy boy became talkative, and |
FRXOG IHHO WKDW KH ZLVKHG WR KD YAdil hd? Uetped Ri®Rot@rL F D W L F
in doing domestic work and pasture since he was a littte boyHUDQ VDLG 3)RBWEDOOH
toralist or peasant families are usually more mature, because they must take responsibility since
they are a little boy. Compare to urban boys, those poor boys are more dedicated on playing
IRRWEDOO ZR QrasctéedHBEDMhe® hatetHh el weakness, which is poor commun
cation ability. Therefore, | arrange Adil to be the team captain. | want to give him a triatto pr

tice his communication skillS.

According to this case, it was noted that the several important criteria of Keran ort-evalua
ing footballers included morality, academic performance, responsibility, devotion, and commu-
nication skills. Instead, for Keran, football skill and physical factor was not the most important

criteria.

Unknown Theft

One day in the early July, when | came to the pitch, | had not seen Keran for the whole
wuDLQLQJ FODVV )RRWEDOOHUV WROG PH WKDW FRDFK .HU
went to the guard room, and Keran with another teacher was watching the video of monitor in
the student hall (Figure 5- I1RWHG WKDW , FDPH LQ .HUDQ VKRRN KLV
VWROH WZR IRRWEDOOHUVYT PRQH\ ~
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Figure 5-14: Keran Was Watching the Video for Finding the Thief

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Guard room, Altay N Middle Schtial; City, Altay Prefecture, XUAR.

In the morning on that day, two boys in the U13 team run to tell Keran that their money
given by their parent had gone missing. Each boy lost a few dagemwhich might not be a
large amount of money for others, yet, for them, thedall their pocket money for the whoté
July. Keran thought the money was probably stolen by someone in the two teams, because du
ing the summer training there were no other students, except the forty boys and one coach who
ZHUH OLYLQJ LQ WKH FDPSXV 3 W LV D VKDPH =~ .HUDQ VDLG
dishonored. The two boys come from poor families in the countryside. How can someone have
such a cold heart to steal from two poor boys who are WeH DPPDWHV""™ %HIRUH , ZHC
guard room, Keran had been carefully watching the monitor video for one hour. He chese to r

play the video in normal speed and did not want to miss any clue.

Keran was depressed. In the next two days, | also helped to watch the video. While we were
watching the video, Keran commented the show-off trend among some of youth footballers in
UHFHQW \HDUV 33UHVHQW ER\V KDYH EHHQ LQIOXHQFHG E\
.HUDQ VDLG 3:KLOH VRPH 8&ate BriRilaying RQpiMouE Ra@eHda@Qt tarco
pare and show off their dressing, hair style, and mobile phones. Some of these boys, whose pa

ents might be officials in the government, are boastful of their parents every day. Some other
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boys from countrysie have no parents with official background, then they begin to boast of their
IULHQGY (DFK VLGH LV O\LQJ ~

In the end, we failed to find anything useful. And Keran never publicly talked about any
SURJUHVYV RQ WKLV 3FDVH™ ZLWKLQ WKH WZR WHDPV $IWHU
prove that it was some team member stealing the money. Later, when | interviewed footballers, |
DVNHG WKH WZR ER\V LQ WKH 8 WHDP LI WKHLU PRQH\ KD"
Coach Keran gave us each fiftyank DQG DVN XV WR KLGH PRQH\ FDUHIXOO\

An Ethical Class: Two Chunghwa Cigarette Stubs

In the end of July, | become a helper on managing the U13 team. After lunches, | would go
to the student hall to have an inspection and ensured all players had a nap. One day, in a room
full of U16 footballers, | smelled the smoke of cigarettes and mentioned this to Keran fn the a
ternoon. He was very angry to know some team member might smoke in the hall. After finishing
two training classes, Keran went to that room with me and soon later we found several fresh
stubs on the balcony and under two beds. Some cigarettes were burnt only half, and ii-was obv
ous that someone had stubbed the cigarette not long ago. Keran picked up a stub, had a smell and
ORRNHG DW WKH EUDQG 3,W VHHPV WKDW OWReWEESH NQRZ KR

Keran asked all footballers to get together in this room. Soon after, the small room was full
of young boys with confused expression. No one spoke. Everyone could feel the sweltering air
and the tense atmosphere. Keran asked the owner of one bed, under which we found fresh stubs.
This player was a substitute in the U16 team. When Keren asked him if he knew where these
VWXEV FDPH IURP KH UHSOLHG 31R "~ +H GLG QRW UDLVH KLV
PRELOH SKRQH ZLWK KLV ILQJHUV 3R \RX NQRZ WKH EDVLF
DVNHG WKLV ER\ 36KRZ \RXU UHVSHFW 1R IRRWEDOOHU GDU
you on the first day you joined in training that it is prohibited for an athlete to smoke cigarette
and drink alcohol. You smoke, and you can even smoke Chunghwa? Do you know what | have
been busy on during these days? Every day | go to the Sports Bureau to ask the lead#r for fun
LQJ DQG HTXLSPHQW EXW ORRN DW \RXUVHOI :KDW DUH \RX

104 Chunghwa is a premium brand of Chinese cigarettes producedrigi@tia
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Kazakh and asked other players if they knew who smoked in the hall. Then he turned back
speaking Chinese, talked about his experience as a footballer and the history of the Altay Deleg
WLRQ +H ZDV GHOLYHULQJ DQ HWKLFDO OHVVRQ WRRDOO WK
matter they are the old, the young, the rich, or the poor. All of them that you have shown your
respect will someday return to help you. When you come to attend football, the first thing is to

learn how to behave yourself, then how to respect others, and then you start to learn football
VNLOO " 7KHQ KH VWDUWHG WR WDNH KLV VRQ +HUDIQ DV DQ
HOQW 3RQTW ERDVW RI \RXU SDUHQWY HYHU\ GD\ <RX DOO V
about Heran, this boy was also listening in the corner of this room. Keran pointed his son, and
FRQWLQXHG 3<RX KDYH DOO VHHQ WKDW KH JRH\EKXRHG\ E\
GULYH KLP ,I KH ERDVWHG RI KLV IDWKHU HYHU\ GD\ OLNH VI

The player who was playing his phone just now bowed to apologize and confessed it was
KLP WKDW VPRNHG LQ WKH KDOO .HUDQ DFFHSWHG WKLV EF
who had his hair dyed to golden yellow. Before Keran asking, that boy said in an innocent tone,
37KDW VWXE ZDV XVHG WR URDVW PHDW ~ .HUDQ FRXOG QRW
XVH \RXU EUDLQ ZKHQ \RX OLH ,I \RX WUXO\ XVHG WKH VWXE
teammates, since we do not have enough meat to eat during your training... Use your brain to
VSHDN DQG XVH \RXU EUDLQ WR SOD\ IRRWEDOO "~ 7KHQ .HUI
afternoon, he gave a demonstration right in the crowded room and reminded footballers to note
details of those skills. He also mentioned me and encouraged footballers to ask me questions
SDERXW WKH RXWVLGH ZRUOG"®

Unknowingly, two hours had passed, the chef also entered the room. Seeing the chef, Keran
realized it was almost Beijing time 10 p.m., and footballers should have had dinner on 8 p.m. He
NLGGHG LQ WKH HQG 3, ZLVK VRPHGD\ RXU WHDP FRXOG KDY
FODVV HQGHG ZLWK ER\VY ODXJKWHU 6WDQGLQJ EHVLGH WK
, ZDV WKH IRRWEDOOHU LQ .Hid a3 Ny stadendialIVDhHNQg theé BuinvheD JR W
training, we all slept on the cement floor in the teaching building. For us, resting in such hall was
like resting in the heaven. These boys now ask much more. They smoke, and even smoke
&KXQJIKZD °
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5.3 Conclusion: Sensing State in Pitch

2QH \HDU ODWHU DIWHU WKH HWKLFDO FODVV WKH WZR IF
by Keran - when forming the new edition Altay Delegation for the 2017 regional youth football
championship, Keran decided not to recruit the two boys. | got this information during my revisit

to Alay in April 2017. Besides, | received good news from Keran.

Keran would study in the UK in the summer 2017. In March 2017, Keran had successfully
passed a national selection with the aim to send one hundred of grassroots coaches nationwide to
the UK and France to receive high-level football coach trainings. In XUAR, only three, including
Keran, have passed this selection. In the final arrangement of MoE, Keran had been assigned to
gotothe UK, maJH VSHFLILFDOO\ ODQFKHVWHU .HUDQ VDLG 3, KD
FRXOG JR WR WKH FLW\ Rl ODQFKHV®FHUBQNW H®R ®@HDJ X B ¥ K&
SURXG IRU KLP 7KH VFKRROPDVWHU %HN WRO&hmMmKin3. HUDQ L
jiang studies in the UK. It is not only his own honor, but also the honor of Altay and Kazakhs.
7KH VWDWH HYHQWXDOO\ DFNQRZOHGJHYV .HUDQYVY GHYRWLR
he was still worried about the summer training a few months later. For his absence, Ermek would
act the head coach of the Altay delegation in 2017 regional youth football championship. What

made Keran anxious was a new situation that was beyond his ability to solve.

August 2016, XUAR had its new party secretary Chen Quanguo. One policy from the new

governor of Xinjiang was strengthening maintaining stability in all prefectures in XUAR (Guard-

ian 2017b). As a result, even in Altay City that had been peaceful for many years, security in all
governmental units, including schools, had been fortified. Teachers were required to take turns
twenty-four hours on duty, while male teachers were required to wear their bulletproof suits and
KHOPHWYVY DQG SDWURO LQ WKH FDPSXV ,Q $SUL @Gdle , PHYV
School (Figure 5-15). Not mentioning too much about the current strengthened public security,
.HUDQ H[SUHVVHG KLV FRQFHUQLQJ RQ FRDFKHV LQ WKH FRP
required to be twenty-R XU KRXUV RQ GXW\ =~ KHKHDLGP P& B DZFARKHIMVLIQD Y
salary. If coming here means to be coach with no salary and to be twenty-four hours on duty, |

105 Manchester United and Manchester City are two of the most renqwofesssional football clubs in the world.
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am afrad thatno coad would be willing to comehere ths summer. i would be a tou taskfor
(UPHN WR FRDFK WKH WZR WHDPV ~

Figure 5- 7KH 3$UPHG . NUQRQ QVXMHWEIRRS X V

Source: Shot by author. April 2017. Altay N. Middle School, Altay CityayPrefecture, XUAR.

In this chapter, it is notable that state power might be both distant and close for grassroots
football participants. And the impact of state power to football might emerge both in a macro
dimension that influences ethnic relation and social order, and in a micro dimension that influ-
HQFHY RUGLQDU\ SHRSOHTV GDLO\ OLIH DQG YDOXHV

Examples in this chapter concentrating on Xinjiang youth football, from the macro level to
the micro level, has illustrated that state power of China is not a monolithic whole. On the one

KDQG WKH VSRUW IRRWEDOO DV RQH RIthias€rnr2009; kaR@RJLFD O
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naturally functioned for uniting wider sections of the population and transcending differences of
ethnicities in Xinjiang, like how it had functioned in the USSR (Riordan 1977:8; 397-398). Foo

ball might bring social unity, like how it emerges now, but also might lead to separatism, like

how it used to be in the 1990s. On the other hand, coaches, teachers, and cadres in different state
intuitions intheJUDVVURRWY DFW DV 3SROLWLFDO EURNHUV" DJHQF
in the realm of football has presented the diversity of subjects, at the same time, has enriched the
image of state power. Some of them choose to embrace a more utilitarian value that emphasizes
competitions and outcomes, while some others choose to insist a less utilitarian valoe- that e
phasizes moral orders and equality. The specific case on how some Kazakhs value their own eth-

nic moral tradition has presented a diverse scene of values in the grassroots Xinjiang.

It is crucial to note how the state has defines the potential function and role of football. As
KRz LW ZDV SUHVHQWHG LQ WKLV FKDSWHU IURP D UHJLRQD!
function beyond ad WRRO IRU VWUHQJIJWKHQLQJ HWKQLF XQLW\ LW
FXOWXUH" 7LDQVKDQ aspect Qr Mrtkdr Yes¥dic Might liRQdtherged: how
to interpret the diverse practice of state agencies in the grassroots? Are they a kind of resistance
or an embracement to the current social transformation that greatly impacted by accelerating

marketization? Or both?

To answer these questions, it need tie both discussions in this chapter and in the next chap-
ter, which will concentrate on examining how social mobility and marketization of football are
UH O D W H G chaRyirg Kalg hfheé late-socialist era.
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Chapter 6 3.LFN WKH %DOO ZLWK \RXU %UDLQ ~ 7KH 'UH
Mobility and Its Challenge

Zulyar, who was then only eleven years old, left Xinjiang for the first time in the late of
August 2011. His father accompanied with him on the train. From Artush to Urumqi, their jou
ney took one night and one day; from Urumgi to Guangzhou, it took three days and two nights.
Before that, this Uyghur boy had been admitted by G Football SchedX O\DUfV PRWKHU VF
her gold rings and borrowed money from relatives. By this way, this family raised 38800
IRU WKHLU VRQYV WXLWLRQ IHHV DQG Ohadnq Jet HiSatnPV HV IR L
down. In the past seven years, he studied diligently, worked hard and trained carefully to avoid
injuries. Finally, in 2016, this Uyghur boy had successfully been selected into the reserve team of
G Football Club, which was one of the best professional clubs in China. This made Zulyar as a
role model for his Xinjiang youth football peers. When | interviewed him in the early of 2017, he

kept thanking his family for their support, and he said:
When | came home last winter, my younger¢WHU WROG PH 3(OGHU EURWKHU (¢
at home, the family prepared really good food for meals. As soon as you lefeahtbviuag-
GRQJ RXU PHDOV WXUQHG WR EH VLPSOH ~ 0\ \RKBDHG YHWW F
words, | felt truly sorry and sad [...] In fact, | felt stressed and us#urtio of giving up. But |
FDQQRW PHQWLRQ WKDW WR P\ IDPLO\ 0\ SDUHQWR BHYHU V
OHVVL VRPHGD\ " 1R WKH\ QHYHU VDLG V Rairvhaid)\IfMoxi¥-W VDLG
alO\ FRXOG QRW PDNH LW ZH ZRXOG VXSSRWWHMRX RRIUDRR3 OH
have paid a lot so that | cannot let them down [...] Later, | got the stuibefrtsin the football
school every year, and it has always been the first-class. And now | have been in tYecteaser
and had salary 3,00mana month. My family are so proud of me. But, | still need to avoid injury

and illness. If | was injured, it would affect my training. | canmatthem know that | am not
good.

The previous three chapters have discussed one center participants (coaches) and several
SHULSKHUDO SDUWLFLSDQWYV WKH VWDWH IDQV PHGLD WH
MLDQJ \RXWK IRRWEDOO " 7KLV FK DrciantUof Fis Qdsebezhy thd®d WHYV F
youths, who include amateur footballers in regular primary schools and middle schools, and pre-

professional footballers in club-run football schools.

To initiate our discussion of this chapter, we need return to the basic question: Why do
these youths participate in football? It is noted that youths in this research, as many examples
illustrated in previous chapters, refer to those ethnic minority boys in Xinjiang, and most of them

are Uyghurs or Kazakhs from ordinary peasant or pastoralist families. Here, the conception of
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3IRRWEDOO" PXVW EH FOHDUO\ GHILQHG ZKHQ ZH SODQ WR
sport. What kind of football do they participate in? It is crucial to note that we are not discussing
the street football after school when youths play for simple joy and fun, but the systemically o
ganized pre-professional football, which most of Xinjiang youths play as a preparation for their

professional football career in the future.

In reality, upward social mobility through a professional sport remains mainly in the realm
of myth, but such is the power of this myth that aspirants will go to great lengths to succeed
(Spaaij 2011:1). The riskiness to play professional football could be made into a lengthy list, in-
cluding the high economic barrier for entry, the poor academic background, the high rate for i
jury, the short career period, limited re-career options, the unstable income, etc. Still, all these

negative factors have not stopped ethnic minority youths involve in their football dreams.

This chapter will focus on two groups of boys. One group were playing in a regular middle
school in Altay City of XUAR, while another group were playing in a club-run football school in
Guangdong Province. They were all with Uyghur or Kazakh backgrounds, and most otthem a
tempted to start their careers in professional football and considered their chances of becoming
PRUH VRFLDOO\ PRELOH %RXUGLHXT(V FRQFHSWV ZLOO
have their football skills acknowledged and converted into fundamental forms of cultural, social

and economic capitals that altogether enhance their social recognition.

6.1 Daily Lives of Football Youth

To better understand of those football youths, it is necessary to provide a description of

their daily lives in schools.

6.1.1 Regular School Life

My fieldwork was mainly carried out in winter and summer vacations, but through inte
views, | still obtained basic information about the school life of these football youths. Students of
the Altay U13 team were then in grade three or grade four of primary schools. Their weekly
main courses were Kazakh, Chinese and mathematics. Other courses included art, music, P.E.
and science. Students of the U16 team were then in junior grade three or senior grade one of
middle schools, and their courses were more abundant (Table 6-1). In every week, they had two

40-minute P.E. classes that included athletics, football and basketball. In principle, three kinds of
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P.E. contents would be evenly distributed in a semester. Yet, in recent years, due to the Project of
Popularizing Xinjiang Youth Football, football classes had increased in the proportiontef teac

ing in primary and middle schools in Xinjiang. As Nurbek, one of the Altay U16 team captains,
vDLG 3+DOI RI 3 ( FODVVHV LQ D VHPHVWHU DUH IRRWEDOO
last class in the afternoon, there was a special class not included in the curriculum with the name

Rl 36 XQVKLQH 7&IRBRQYWHQW RI 36XQVKLQH 6SRUWYV" FODVVH)
freely participate in physical training activities. Most of Altay students chose playing football,

and others chose playing basketball or table tennis. In winter, many students chose td-ski. Foo

ball wasthe mosSE RS XODU FODVV LQ ERWK UHJXODU 3 ( FODVVHYV D«
VDLG 3$00 FODVVPDWHV SOD\ IRRWEDOO LQ VFKRRO GXULQ
PDWHV WKDW SDUWLFLSDWH LQ FRDFK .HUmyGhEtWwapldyferQLQJ !
the regional championship. During the regular semester, we form a team freely with sur clas
PDWHV DQG ZH SOD\ IRRWEDOO IRU IXQ °

Table 6-1: A Timetable of a Class in Senior Grade One in Altay N. Middle School

Local Time |Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday
8:00-8:40 Mathematics | Physics Mathemat|¢&azakh Chinese
8:50-9:30 Chemistry Mathematics Chemistry Mathematics Mathemat
9:40-10:20 | History Kazakh Physics Geography Physics
10:30-11:10| Metal Health| Chinese Kazakh History Kazakh
11:30-12:10| I.T. Chinese P.E. English
14:00-14:40| Geoghraphy | English History Chemistry I.T.
14:50-15:30 |Kazakh Politics Schqol—basec Chinese Politics
Curriculum
15:40-16:20| P.E. Music Chinese Art Class Meetil
16:30-17:10| Self Study Self Study Self Study Self Study

Source: Field data.

Since 2011, the government of XUAR has promoted the school football and increased the

proportion of football in P.E. classes, yet, for school managers, culture courses are still the core

198 szunshine Spoft yangguang tiyuf% fij|PZ ) has been carried out in the PRC as a national educational project sin

2007 to aim at attracting more young people nationwide to jpatiicin physical training activities (Song and Liu 2007).
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educational task, and the rate of graduation and passing entrance examination is still the most
important assessment index (Figure 6-1). Correspondingly, the concept of valuing cultural study

also deeply influences the decisions of the parents. As Altay head coach Keran said:

Most of the parents in our school, especially those in cities and couhirdsthat the most cru-
cial task for their children is to study cultural courses and to pass the er@rangi@ation. Some
urban parents send their children to participate in winter and suifimotball training programs
IRU FXOWLYDWLQJ WKHLU FKLOGUHQTVUIDFWHWHNVWVV @ 0 KLKD 31
parents are mostly civil servants. Some of them are P.E. teachers. And some of fafloets are
ball fans. But more trainees are from the countryside. Their parents knevalitiut football.
Some of their parents want their children to have a try on football, hopingdhetday their
children could become a professional footballer to improve domestic income. But neque-a
suaded by me. Although | cannot ensure that their children would be able to ciagervia
football, | can train their children to win extra points for entrance exaimitsaby participating
the regional championship so that these children from poor families might hagechamces of
having better education.

Figure6- $ 3+RQRU 5RO0" ZLWK WKH 1DPH /LVW :KR :HUH $GPLWWHG WR &RO

Source: Shot by author. August 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgéed®ure, XUAR. | took this photo in front of

the school where all delegations lived during the regional youth footbafipgibaship.

6.1.2 Material Poverty

In terms of the youth who participated the school football training program in Altay City,

what | have observed was their daily lives during the summer training in 2016. As an observer
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ZKR KDG EHHQ OLYLQJ LQ XUEDQ PHWURSROLWDQV IRU PDQ!'
daily lives were rather simple. First and the most apparent fact was the material povarty. For

stance, most of footballers only had the basic equipment, including a pair of football shoes with

soft nails, two football suits (t-shirts and shorts), and two pair of stockings. Not everyone had a

pair of leg guards and a water bottle, which might not be compulsory but still importantyfor pla

ers to have a safe and better athletic performance. All equipment for trainings and formal games
should have been provided by the local Sports Bureau (Figure 6<HW LQ IDFW LW ZDV |
families that had provided all the basic training equipment, which in practice only met the basic
requirement (Figure 6-3). Their living condition was poor. Although as their coach Ermek said in
Chapter 5, the current living condition in the student hall was far better than that in the past, the
inside of a room was mess and dirty. In the hall, there were only very basic facilitiebuohly

beds in all rooms, no air-conditioners or fans. In the summer, it was not comfortable to sleep in-

side the room, and this might be a reason why many footballers did not have a nap during the
noon (Figure 6-4). Some boys had good habits on maintaining personal hygiene, and they
washed their clothes under limited sanitary condition in the hall (Figure 6-5; 6-6). On diet, as the
example illustrated in Chapter 5, meals provided in school canteen could only ensure all boys to
SHDW WR IXO00" EXW ZHUH IDU OHVV QXWULWIRheVYrewioud/ KH VW I
FKDSWHU VKRZHG WKH ORFDO 6SRUWYV %XUHDX KDG IXQGLQ.
during the regional championship, most of footballers had used this subsidy to purchase ice-
creams and snacks instead of food with rich vitamins and proteins.
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Figure 6-2: Joyful Footballers in Altay When Received New Equipment

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N. Middle School, Altay @Gittgy Prefecture, XUAR. The equipment

from local Sports Bureau was distributed two days before the delegafpanteld for the regional championship.

Figure 6-3: A Wore-out Football Shoe of a Footballer in Altay

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N. Middle School, Altay City yAteefecture, XUAR.
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Figure 6-4: A Glimpse into a Room of the Student Hall in Altay

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N. Middle School, Altay City,yAteefecture, XUAR.

Figure 6-5: A Glimpse into a Laundry Room of the Student Hall in Altay

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N. Middle School, Altay City,yAteefecture, XUAR.
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Figure 6-6: Altay Young Footballers Were Washing Clothes during the RE€fiampionship

Saurce: Shot by author. August 2016. Maralbexi County, Kashgar PrefextufdR.

6.1.3 Mental Poverty

Their absent consciousness on nutrition somehow reflected the second issue, the mental
poverty. Several footballers had friended with me via their social media so that | could observe
what interests those boys cared for. Most contents in their social media were about football.
+RZHYHU PRVW RI WKHVH FRQWHQWYV ZHUH IRRWEDOO FHOF&G
clips or articles on football skills or tactics. And more notable contents on their social media
were their vignettes and snapshots when having a party or a decent meal with boy fellolws or gir
friends. This was typical among teenagers in the U16 team with an urban background. Reading
their social media, one of my impression was that most of them, like adults, cared for consump-
tions, goods, beautiful girls, and football celebrities, but not the knowledge that teenagers need to
learn. As presented in Chapter 5, during the whole summer training, these boys trained four
hours every day in six-half days every week. Besides training, as | observed, what boys liked to
do was lying down on their beds. Boys who had smart phones usually played games or listened
to Kazakh pop music, while boys that did not have smart phones stayed in the canteen to watch
the television. | had seen no one had brought out a book to read. | used to ask them if they would

feel this life after training might be boring and tedium. Most of urban boys admitted that it was
170



boring after training. While most of boys from countryside felt that they had more fun in this
summer compared to past summers when they almost did the same things alone at home. Adil, as
one of the team captainsVDLG 3,Q SDVW VXPPHUV |, KH®wirkGThatt PR WK I
ZDV UHDOO\ ERULQJ °

For Xinjiang youths in G Football School, their living condition was much better than their
Altay peers. Located in a quiet suburban area of a city within Guangdong Province that is one of
the richest provinces of the PRC, and found by a real estate tycoon, facilities in the caf@pus of
Football School are even better than maeidi province regular school. As Zulyar, a Uyghur
IRRWEDOOHU LQ KLV VHYHQWHHQ \HDUV RI DJH LQWHUYLHZF
SDUHQWYVY WRRN PH KHUH ZH ZHUH DOO VXUSULVHGuU- KH VDL
ropean buildingsW KDW , ZDWFK RQ 79 =~ <HW G BodtballRSERdH WerdHy@ite PH D O V
like that in Altay. Their main food was rich of carbohydrate and fat, including fried noodles,
fried rice, and naans, while in lunch and dinner students had yogurts and fruits, which made their
PHDOV VOLJKWO\ PRUH QRWRULRXV E\ WKH DWKOHWHVY VWD'!

The school was far from the urban area and strict regulations asked all students to stay in
the campus in weekdays. So, some Xinjiang youths, like many of their classmates from all over
the country, sometimes felt boring to be caged in the campus. Yet, the major mental challenge
was not from the tediousness but the pressure of studying and training. G Football School had a
very detailed daily routine for both students and employees (Figure 6-7). For students, in week-
days they got up in the morning on 6:30 a.m., had a 90-minute football training class in the
morning, and had culture classes, like in regular schools, in the rest of time in working hours.
Naps after lunch and self-studies after dinner were compulsory. And all students were required to

sleep in 10:30 p.m.
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Figure 6-7: Student Daily Routine of G Football School, Summer and AutQfth 2

Source: Shot by author. January 2017. G Football School, Guangomrigce. The real name of G Football School
KDV EHHQ HUDVHG E\ DXWKRU IRU SURWHFWLQJ LQIRUPDQWVY LGHQWLW\

According to this tight daily routine, students were requested to spend most of their time on
VWXG\LQJ =XO\DUYV IULHQG 5DKPDQ DQRWKHU 8\JXXWV ER\ |
VWXG\ QRW IRRWEDOO WUDLQLQJ WKDW P D®Fodtb&IscheoHO H[KD
came from different provinces of China for the same goal, to be a professional footb#ller. Al
hough the school highly emphasized the importance of regular studying, most of boys, including
those from Xinjiang, would rather make use of any free time, like the time between dinner and
self-studying in the evening, to play football than study (Figure 6-3 1dRe wants to be left
behind~ 5DKPDQ VDLG 7KLV Z v thedfe youRhB firsthy [raatiz€dvhe thing
FDOOHG 3SHHU SUHVVXUH’

Viewing the two groups of Xinjiang youth, | felt that although their material lives might be
different, yet, they were probably experiencing the same life that differed them from other peers.
Here, one thing makes me confused: do they really feel happy when playing football?
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Figure 6-8: Students in G Football School Playing Football in the EvenirgedBaisketball Pitch

Source: Shot by author. January 2017. G Football School, Guangdongcer

3:K\'"R , 30D\ )RRWEDOO™"’

In my fieldwork, | asked all young footballers, who joined the school football training pro-
gram, a same question: why do you play football? ERe®yH DQVZHUV LQ WKH VDPH 3
IRRWEDOO" 6XFK DQVZHU PLJKW EH PHDQLQJOHVV IRU PH X!
OLNH SOD\LQJ IRRWEDOO LV WKHUH DQ\ VSHFLILF URDO IRU
ture by playing football

Younger footballers in the Altay U13 team in their eleven or twelve years of age inte
YLHZHG LQ DOPRVW UHSOLHG LQ WKH VDPH ZD\ 3, ZDQW
PLIJIKW PHQWLRQ VSHFLILF QD RHstand RoNattloD HXWYIVH ER\VM LINH KW
too young to give a rational answer. While elder footballers in the Altay U16 team in their fifteen
RU VLIWHHQ \HDUV RI DJH LQWHUYLHZHG LQ ZHUH PRUH 3
some of them did think about this question seriously. Some of them, especially those whose pa

ents were urban civil servants, did not consider football as their future career, like one boy said:

, SOD\ IRRWEDOO IRU IDQ 7KDQNV WR P\ SDIPH@QWV, WRRY GLG
am not a football talent who could someday enter a professional club. But | willglasisg. It

would be better if we could enter the first four of the regional champipisshihat we would be

rewarded extra points when participatinggaokacthree years later.

Some of these elder boys, like their younger peers, believed that it was possible fiar ieean
professional footballer sometime in the future as long as they insisted playing. While most of
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Altay U16 team players were confused for their future. On the one hand, they had visiens of b
LQJ D SURIHVVLRQDO WKDW ZDV VRPHKRZ LQIOXHQFHG E\ WK
been Xinjiang fodVEDOOHUV LQ QDWLRQDO WHDPV , WKLQN LWV SF
P\ JRDO LV ILUVWO\ JRLQJ WR ;LQMLDQJ UHJLRQDO WHDP =~ 2
XQFRQILGHQW DV RQH VDL Gbiagh*Ru Dignkan®aRPRZFA HY.00 VHH’

While in G Football School, all informants | interviewed gave me the same and firmed an-
VZHU 3(QWHU D SURIHVVLRQDO WHDP =~ 7KXV KHUH FRPHV D
SOD\ IRRWEDOO IRU EHFRPLQJ D 3SURIHVVLRQDO"~ WKHQ ZKD

6.2.1 Clear Goal with Vague Paths

In both Altay and G Football School, | made a survey that asked these Xinjiang yoting foo
EDOOHUV WR QRPLQDWH ;LQMLDQJ IRRWEDOO 3UROH PRGHOV
that they admired or wanted to be. The list contained far more names than | expected. Although
on the top were those few Xinjiang players who had entered national teams, most of nominees
were professional footballers who was playing in CSL, CL1 and CL2. The result was clear that
anyone who could enter a professional team would be the role model of these Xinjiang football
youths.

, DVNHG WKRVH \RXWK ZKDW GLG LW PHDQ WR EH D 3SUF
SHDUQLQJ PRUH PRQH\" 6RPH HOGHU ER\V LQ $OWD\ PHQWL
PRQH\" DV 3WR EX\ D FDU"~ 3WR KDYH P\ RZQ UBDa&WW WD HL L
IULHQG  7ZR LPSUHVVLYH D Q Eddéttall SdiddPspeRrificalyErieationdd) V L Q
something else. One, asx20\DU VDLG 3, MXVW ZDQW WR DSSURYH WR W
8\JKXU FDQ GR EHWWHU ~ $QRWKHU RQH DV 5DKPDQ VDLG 3
savings to support me training here. | must play professional football as soon as possible to sup-
SRUW P\ IDPLOLHV °

The two Uyghur boys in their seventeen years of age interviewed in January 2017 had a
ready entered the reverse team of G Football CIMKHLU LOQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RQ 3E
might be the most rational answer. From their responses to my question, it was notable that for
many Xinjiang football youth playing football was a quest for upwards social mobility. And this

upward social mobility contained two dimensions: the explicit one was seeking more incomes;
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the implicit one was to gain a cultural acknowledgement, which was almost equal to destigm

tize their ethnic identity under the background of ethnic tension in Xinjiang.

,Q WKLV VHQVH GLVFXVV WKH 2ULVH RI ;LQMLDQJ \RXWK |
of examining social mobility. The situation is that many footballers have a clear goal but do not
know how to make the goal. This reminds me not only to illustrate the practice and discourse
when Xinjiang youths seek social mobility by football, but also to explore the challenges that
WKHVH \RXWKV KDYH WR IDFH )RU WKLV SXUSRVH , ZLOO F
theory of concepts of field, habitus and capital.

6.2.2 Capitals for Upward Social Mobility

In his work, Bourdieu drew an analogy between a social field and a game (Bourdieu and
Wacquant 1992:98). From his perspective, the two things differ only by the fact that unlike a
sports game, the social field is not created deliberately, and the rules are often not explicit. In
both situations there is, however, intense competition between individuals or groups, and in both
instances the aim is to win. Thus, in a Bourdieusian approach, gaining social mobility is con-
FHUQHG ZLWK DQ LQGLYLGXDOYYV DGYDQFHPHQW iy RXJK DF
having that capital acknowledged by peers in a specific social field (Agergaard and Sgrensen
2010:73).

For analysing those Xinjiang youth footballers, the first question is what capitals they have?
Bourdieu (1986) has defined three fundamental forms of capital; namely economic, social and
cultural capital. Economic capital is money and property rights; social capital in short is the so-
cial network; while the complicated is cultural capital that can exist in three forms, including
embodied, as long-lasting dispositions of the mind and body; objectified, in the form of goods
such as books, pictures, etc.; and institutionalized, for instance as academic qualificagens. Sp
cifically, for this thesis, the embodied form of cultural capital that must be accumulated persona
ly and over time it can eventually become what Bourdieu calls culture. Since Xinjiang ethnic m
norities youth tend to achieve social mobility by football, their capability on football might be
FRQVLGHUHG DV EDVHG RXthfaeuhdatertaXdhpitalHhd €ribddiedR@p
tal.
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6WLOO IRU EHWWHU DSSURDFKLQJ WKH DQDO\VLYVY , ZLOO
FDO FDSLWDO" WR GHVFULEH WKH H[LVWLQJ FDSKWOOLWHKDW
defined:

The production of physical capital refers to the social formation of bodies widumls through
sporting, leisure and other activities in ways which express a class locatieighcare accord-
ed symbolic value. (Shilling 1991:654)

Physical capital is a form of capital that is presented via some bodily capability, like power,
VSHHG DQG DJLOLW\ &RPELQLQJ %RXUGLHXYV WKUHH FDSLW
WKLV FKDSWHU SODQV WR H[DPLQH LV ZKHW KH&Jackn@@MLDQJ \R
edged in the field of football and converted to the fundamental forms of cultural, economic and
social capital. In a Bourdieusian approach, this chapter will consider both the composition and
WKH VXP RI FDSLWDO WK D Whaates\oHdddrdl @adbilily, Quhich) WilL ekpl&@nX D O TV

why not every Xinjiang youth footballer has an equal chance of achieving upward social mobil
ty.

6.3 Challenges of Converting Capitals

It is important to note the current social context of China football before examining the pro-
cess of Xinjiang youth footballers to convert their capitals. As reviewed in Chapter 2, naarketiz
tion in contemporary China has strengthened the logic of competition, which underpins many

sports, including football.

The logic of competition is expressed in the fact that football players are generally divided

into teams and levels with possible promotion or relegation. This has been reinforced in recent

two decades following the professionalization of football in China since 1994. Media coverage

and commercialization have also reinforced the logic of competition among football clubs and
coaches, who must produce outcomes to sustain the interest of media and the support from spon-
sors. Meanwhile, it is also via media that many clubs havelsH VVIXOO\ VKDSHG WKH 3
fans, who have also accepted the logic of competition. In a recent instance, CFA released the
VWURQJHVW SROLF\ WR FXUE FOXEVY VSODVK\ VSHQGLQJ R
forced way, CFA wanted clubs spending more funds on cultivating young Chinese footballers
(Xinhua 2017d). However, natiod-LGH IDQV RQ VRFLDO PHGLD FWEWLFL]HC
FDXVH WKH\ EHOLHYHG WKLV SROLF\ ZRXOG GHJUDGH WKH H!¢
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league (Lesport 2017). In other words, what those fans care of is the outcome of the club that
WKH\ VXSSRUW LQVWHDG RI \RXWK IRRWEDOOHUVY FKDQFHYV

In fact, the logic of competition also underlies many of the strategies pertaining to pre-
professional level football since the aim is to optimise talent development, the education of
coaches, facilities etc., so that the competitiveness of grassroots football has also been reinforced.
One result was, as examples presented in Chapter 3 and 4, some coaches ospegtenasit
WXWLRQV DSSOLHG XQIDLU SOD\ SUDFWLFH WR ZLQ OLNH ID
it was young footballers that became sacrifices (CFA 2017c; 2017d). In this chapter, it is notable
that the logic of competition has existed in the club-run football school via the detailest asses
ment system (Figure 6-9). As following examples will present, these institutions have also pro-

duced more challenges for youth players.

Figure 6-9: A Part of the Content in the G Football School Employee Tradiangal and Assessment Rule

Source: Shot by author. January 2017. G Football School, Guangdmrnigcer
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In addition, most of sport organizations in current China are still under the control of the
state. As Chapter 2 reviewed, many young footballers in the system of local state-run sports
schools are seen as commodities of local Sports Bureaus. In those regions that have not estab-
lished professional football system yet, like Xinjiang before the year 2014, many local elite
young footballers could not freely leave for otimeidi provinces. As a result, it impeded these

footballers to successfully convert their capitals.

In sum, youth players between pre-professional and professional football are underpinned
by the logic of competition, but they are also governed by the state hierarchical sport institutions.
The two factors together create a stratification system that affects the evaluation of thefcapital
the ones who enter the field. Then, tie examples in Altay and G Football Schools, this section

will examine the process and outcome of Xinjiang youth converting their capitals

6.3.1 Physical and cultural capital

7KH VWDUWLQJ SRLQW IRU WKLV DQDO\VLV LV HWKQLF PLC(
tion is that Xinjiang youth had already obtained this physical capital. Yet, as many cases illu
trated in Chapter 3, Xinjiang youth do not have the so-callSB K\VLFDO VXSHULRULW\"’
VRFLDO GLVFRXUVH RQ WKH B2ERG\ P\WK”™ |, DVNHG VRPH SDL
VRQVY SK\VLFDO FRQGLWLRQ 3DUHQWYVY ZHUH PRVWO\ FROQIL
four mostly mentioned physical qualities included speed, agility, height (tall), and strength.
:KLOH WKH FRDFK .HUDQ RIWHQ RSSRVHG WKRVH SDUJUHQWVT |
cal qualities must be used in games with a ball, with body contacts, with team combiration ta
tics OWKHUZLVH WKRVH TXDOLWLHV DUH XVHOHVYV IRU D IRRWE
to send his son, one of the best players in that team, to Song Qingling Football School in Urumqi,
and he claimed that coaches in that school had already acknbttl&d KLY VRQYIV DELOLW
FDPH WR DVN .HUDQYV-VXJIRVWHKIRW IDWKHIHIV VXUSULVH .HU
VHQG DzD\ WKH ER\ 7KH UHDVRQ zZDV DV .HUDQ VDhlG 33V ID
size culture study and their training method is still the old school that just concentrateslon deve
RSLQJ VWUHQJIJWK ~ .HUDQYV VXJJHVWLRQ IRU WKDW IDWKHU

primary schools.
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Figure 6-10: A Kazakh Young footballer and His Father

Source: Shot by author. July 2016. Altay N. Middle School, Altay @iltgy Prefecture, XUAR. This boy was one
of the best players in Altay U13 team. His father insisted that the laydsbo the professional path as soon as
SRVVLEOH :KLOH WKH ER\YV FRDFK .HUD¥LSHHWY WEKGHGL WNKIHQERWRIIBE® R H

football, especially when the boy had expressed his learning-wearinessdh sch

Miradil, the Uyghur coach in G Football School, told me when many scouts went to Xin-
jiang for picking up potential students for the School, many of scouts would be firstly impressed
E\ ;LQMLDQJ HWKQLF \RXQJ SOD\HUVY SK\VLFDO TXDIOADVOL HV
TXDOLWLHY DUH QRW LQERUQ DV PDQ\ RWKHUWmMe YtbkhXHéVv FODL|
training method that learns the former Soviet Union to concentrate on developing lower limbs
VWUHQJIJWK =~ %HVLGHV SRLQWLQJ RXW WKH SK\VLFIO TXDOL'

tioned qualities that Xinjiang young footballers lacked:

After those boys came to the School and started to train with Spanish coachesjshésarn to
play the team football, instead of the individualist football. Theeresftthe team football is ¢a
tical understanding of the game and coordination [...] you must kick the ball euttbyain! Not
your low limbs! But many Xinjiang youths think that football is a sport only relateektt f

Here, the coach pointed out an issue that many Xinjiang footballers hadR&f-WHU G WUHQ G
DP DOVR D 8\JKXU ~ OLUDGLO VDLG 36R , NQRZ WKDW RXU HYV
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ethnic group. But, those Xinjiang boys sometimes overly rely on their bodies, they are over con-
fident so that it makes others think we Uyghurs or Xinjiangers are all self-cétére Q DGGLW LR
OLUDGLO VXJIJHVWHG ZKBWQKWHHPHQWEIZRQHERW HWOFKDUDFWH L
SOD\LQJ VW\OH ZKLFK RIWHQ RFFXUUHG RQ WKRVH ER\V IUR
boys to play individualist football is that they a@RW JRRG DW FRPPXQLFDWLQJ Z
VDLG 3:H ;LQMLDQJ FRDFKHV RIWHQ WHDFK WKHP WR FKDQJF
soon truly become a member of the team, while some of them are very stubborn. In the end,
Spanish coaches will probably dislike such suborn players and it will be harder for them to up-
JUDGH LQWR WKH HOLWH WHDP ~

Here, Miradil gave detailed information: those players who in the end had changed their
self-centered styles were mostly younger boys that were studying in prinieryl $evel. To
XQGHUVWDQG KLV REVHUYDWLRQ LW LV LPSRUWDQW WR UH
form of cultural capital, which takes time to accumulate. In other words, the physical capital that
many Xinjiang young footballers possess RP WUDLQLQJ LQ WKH 36RYLHW ROG
automatically be converted into the cultural capital that is considered as appropriate $a profe
sional football. The contrasted case in Altay was that boys in U13 team had a better outcome (4th)
in the regional championship compared to the U16 team (6th). And as | observed, those younger
footballers had much better sense of team football when playing a game than their elder peers.
2QH NH\ SRLQW WR LQWHUSUHW O0OLUD GL Qiffjdndrfectbellery SWLR Q R
WKDW WKHLU LQVLVWHQFH RQ 3LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF IRRWEDO
stereotype from Han Chinese to Xinjiang ethnic minority. And in return, this stereotypeewill pr

vent Xinjiang footballers convert their physical capital to cultural capital.

,Q WKLY VHQVH WKH NH\ SRLQW LV WKDW SHRSOH PLJKW
capital is not complete: even though some of their physical qualities and football skills are high-
lighted by people like scouts, those Xinjiang youth still need to be re-educated by a more scien-
WLILF SURIHVVLRQDO WUDLQLQJ 7KLV 3VFLHQWLILFi-WUDLQL
stance, from the athletic physiological view, re-hydration is a basic skill and consciousness for an
athlete. As | observed in Altay, few footballers had their own water bottles, even those boys from
urban areas did not have a bottle. Since a water bottle is not a luxury, which only costs less than
twenty yuan it should not be economic factors but an absence of the consciousness that has

made footballers do not know re-hydration. A similar case was shared by Beglan, the Kazakh
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coach then was working in G Football School. He noted that Xinjiang youths had no habit, like
other Han peers, to buy extra fruits and milk as nutritious supplements. As Beglan interpreted, it

was because some of Xinjiang youth from rural areas did not have the formal education.

There is little direct evidence from my fieldwork showing that Xinjiang ethnic minority
youths have poor academic performance. Yet, one case shared by Beglan would predent the di

ficulty for Xinjiang ethnic minority to convert their cultural capital:

Every year, some Xinjiang students choose to leave the School. One day, a Uyghur student
knocked my office and cried. He said he would leave the School. | was surpdasadse he was
actually an excellent footballer in his grade, and Spanish coaches liked hinasieq him why.

He told us, his Chinese teacher persuaded him to leave, because his Chinesagfadbehind

the class average. Hearing this, | was angry, this was discrimination and imr@satould a
teacher say such words? | and another Xinjiang teacher tried to check thautrfated in the

end. For the school regulation, we cannot talk about this issue publicly. Thiicoogt leave,

but this teacher was still working in the School. We do not know whether thesthareXinjiang

youths who have left the school for the same reason.

,Q WKLV FDVH WKDW &KLQHVH WHDFKHUTV SUDFWLFHUZDV LF
she does so. G Football School is famous for its enterprise-style management and sarious a
sessment regulations that apply for all employees and students. In other words, teachers are also
facing the pressure of competition: poor academic performance in class means less personal in-
come (Figure 6- ,URQLFDOO\ WKH 6FKRRO DOVR VWULFWO\ FRQW
hDUPLQJ WKH HQWHUSULVHTV UHS3 W3 WsLRresul) & ethipdwhH U HV W
nority students from Xinjiang, whose mother language is not Chinese, have been seen-an obst
FOH IRU VRPH WHDFKHUVY HFRQRPLF pajaNdd thHeddN thesdnd VH WH
nority youths. This case might reflect how it is difficult for some Xinjiang ethnic minority to

convert their physical capital to cultural capital.

6.3.2 Social capital

Here, the question arises as to whether Xinjiang ethnic minority football youth could deve
op a supportive social network for their football careers. Being able to convert physical capital
into social relationships with teammates, coaches, club leaders, etc. could provide the players
with a chance of enhancing their social status. Yet, the challenge of converting social capitals
VWLOO H[LVWV 7KH UHSUHVHQWDWLYH FDVH LV RQ WHDPPCL

team may have close communication for the same goal - to win - and shortly overcome ethnic
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tension or hostile, yet it does not mean that teammates in the non-sports environment could also
GR WKH VDPH KDWYV PRUH WKH VKRUW LQWHJUDW-LRQ RQ \
tion between teammates might cuts off their cooperation.

Figure 641: A Part of the Teacher Management (Primary School Department) Rule

Source: Shot by author. January 2017. G Football School, Guangdovigce. An excerpt from G Football School
Employee Training Manual. The real name of G Football School has been byaaethor for protecting infon-
DQWVYT LGHQWLW\

Figure 6- $ 3:DOO RI 9G k»atibaV Schagl

Source: Shot by author. January 2017. G Football School, Guangdmrgce. The real name of G Football School
has been erased by authdRU SURWHFWLQJ LQIRUPDQWVYT LGHQWLWRI WHKUH. § WKRRQ W
RZQHU )RU LQVWDQFH 3W KbanRuePugilNy -FQILYJI]YBRRBBULQJ &KIi-QD IRRWE

YDWLQJ IR R wh&ERiy@hohgdgiolritiu peiyang zugiu mingxi#gQ°® O&3[C«'ih?[C«575C ©~ $QG RQH
RI 3WKH &DPS X MadyXad WeXhuH RE&5/'Y, LV SEXLOGLQJ D S XU kelsba@gpnzie U DVSLU |
dazao yi pian jingtu @b 2 UO-10_E "Ai=-&C
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Figure 6-13: A Part of The Teacher (Primary School Department) Assessment Cietédled

Source: Shot by author. January 2017. G Football School, Guangdovigce. An excerpt from G Football School

Employee Training Manual.

In my informants, three Uyghur boys in their seventeen years of age had successfully e
tered the reserve team of G Football Club and were acquainted with some of their teammates and
had quickly become part of the social network surrounding their football team. Although in the
EHILQQLQJ VRPH RI WKHLU WHDPPDW H ¥n@RrXing ahD pldN VW UDQ
LQJ JDPHV IRU PRUH WKDQ WZR \HDUV WKUHH 8\JKXU ER\V \V
some of Han boys who are livingieidi WKHLU 3VWUDQJH TXHVWLRQV™ DUH L

an absence of common sense rather than discrimination. As Rahman suggested:

In the beginning, many of them asked us if all Xinjiangers carried AK-47 veg ifode horses to

go to schools. We were angry to hear this kind of questions. But, then we fouHadrotean-

mates were just innocent and curious, and we were also tired of respondinguestions. So,

HYHU\ WLPH ZH KHDUG WKHVH TXHVWLRQV ZH ZR¥@%G UHSO\
EXW DOVR ULGH WDQNV WR JR WR VFKRRO "~ 7KHQ WKH\ ZLOO

But for some of other Han boys, sometimes they did show hostility towards their Xinjiang

teammates. As Rahman said:
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But there are also some Han teammates do believe that we Xinjiangers carry AK-47 allmay. It o

O\ SURYHV WKDW WKHLU EUDLQV KDYH SUREOHPRWV: EX \GHR@H W Z
$OVR ZH GRQMTW JHW DORQJ ZLWK WKHP ZHOO RQ WKH SLWFK

tonese with each other. Now | have learnt a few of Cantonese dirty words. r8esydtknew

they are using dirty wordR Q XV % XW ZH XVH 8\JKXU GLUW\ ZRWGV WR IL
stand at all.

2Q KRZ WR GHDO ZLWK VRPH WHDPPDWHVY KRVWLOLW\ DQR
views by thanking this Catalan coach:

Our head coach is a Catalan from Sp&imde used to play in Madrid, where some of his Spanish
WHDPPDWHY GLGQYW OLNH KLP +H VKDUHG KRVVSRMWHUJIDHQBH
JXDJH WKDW RWKHUV GLGQTW XQGHUVWDQG DQBUVRRWVWIL® HW
But he alwaysHQOLJKWHQV XV DQG UHPLQGV XV ZKDW ZH VKRXOG L
some of our Cantonese teammates that we are a team. In some training class&sytrenfng-

up section is that three or four players tackle the ball. In the beginning, weXthjiaeg players

trained together, while those Cantonese teammates trained togethdre Bianish coach pa

ticularly divided us three into other groups. So that he would like to see¢hatuld join in the

team and the team could welcome us [...] In fact, in our team, there are Han teammatesifrom Ga

VX 3URYLQFH DQG +DLQDQ 3URYLQFH DQG ZH JHW DB®RQJ TXL)
OHP" , GRQIYW WKLQN VR :H WKUHH ZLWK *DQVX DQG +DLQDQ
in this school. And we trained together, studied together and grew up togestead| those

Cantonese boys joined later. When those Cantonese students said harsh words onteanother

mates would help us to fight back. Oral fighting is meaningless. We will dibferaiton the pitch

>«@ 2Q IRRWEDOO ZH PXVW IDFH PDQ\ |UXVWURQNTIXRQVW KR PH
unfriendly boys is that we have entered and can stay in the elite team, but they cannot.

Although unfriendly incidents against students from Xinjiang occurred occasionally during
daily training and study, the Uyghur coach Miradil praised the G Football School because, as he
suggested, since the founding of this school, it had employed many Xinjiang footballers and
teachers. Moreover, there wasalal restaurant in the campus, in which all the catering service
team members were invited from Xinjiang (Figure 6-14). To some extent, this is a positive signal
that some enterprises meidi start to respect and consider ethnic minority, especially Islamic,
HPSOR\HHVY WUDGLWLRQ +RZHYHU DV , REVHUYHG WKHUH
students had been divided into separate teaching units studying and training with other ethnic
peers, during every meal in everyday there existed space segregation. The big resteurant w

lively during meals, all other students were chatting with each other, while ivakhleestaurant

17 There are many studies on Catalan and Basque nationalism aratisepmovement in Spain (Balcells 198ac-
Clancy 1996¢.
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Uyghur students and other Islamic ethnic minority students were quiet, and they hadrittle co
munication with each other. On the one hand,hhlal restaurant was a bond for all Xinjiang

Islamic youth in that school; on the other hand, it might be a closed barrier for some Xinjiang
youth, it meant if anyone chose not to have meal there, they might be seen betrayed their own
JURXS %HJODQYV VWRU\ DV LOOXVWUDWHG LQ &K@daEWHU y
LVVXH LV D JRRG SRLQW WR H[DPLQH LI WKH VFKRRO WUXO\
the School has set thislal restaurant for Islamic ethnic groups. But, the School could have
GRQH EHWWHU« IRU WKH ELJ UHVWDXUDQW WKH VRKRRO KD
tritionist in thehalal restaurant. Every meal is oily. The School hires Uyghur chefs from Xin-

jlang so that the taste of food in thalal restaurant is like the taste of food in our hometown.

%XW WKH IRRG LV QRW QXWULWLRXV IRU IRRWEDOOWHUYV ~ +H
jiang ethnic minority in their future career: not all football schools or clubs are willing to gmplo

Xinjiang Islamic ethnic minorities, because runnirtggéal restaurant needs funding.

Figure 6-14: The Halal Restaurant in G Football School

Source: Shot by author. January 2017. G Football School, Guangdwrngcer

5HOHYDQW KHUH LV %HJODQYV LGHD WKDW ;LQMLDQJ \RXYV
and negative side. Here, it can contribute to the development of social relationships between m

QRULW\ DQG PDMRULW\ \RXQJVWHUV @adiIQrigktLr&rforce tl@ ML D Q J
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identity of ethnic minority youngsters once they return to ethnic minority clubs, and it reinforces

the isolation of ethnic minority talents with others.

6.3.3 Economic capital

The last part of the analysis has to do with whether the Xinjiang ethnic minorities can con-
vert their physical capital into economic capital. The first challenge here is whether Xinjiang
youth footballers can raise economic resources to develop their football career and, in the longer

run, to gain a contract with a regular salary.

It reminds me to think of those boys in Altay. In this research, | could not interview many
parents, because most of them were pastoralists or peasants who were working in distant country
sides faraway from Altay City. The condition of local transportation was not convenient and
economic for them to visit their sons in Altay City. Adil, one of the three capitals of the U16
WHDP WROG PH WKDW LW KDG WR WDNH RQH DQG D KDOI KR
the nearest county, then it took three more hours by coach bus from the nearest county to Altay
City. And the total cost of round-trip transportation took $@an It was not a small number for
an ordinary pastoralist family whose monthly income was 1y&@Mh Though the other halves
of parents were grassroots civil servants who worked in counties of Altay Prefecture, most of
them did not visit their sons in Altay City due to time and economic limitation. Coach Keran
shared his observation. When he went to the countryside to select footballers, he visited each
family and persuaded parents to send the@s®WR MRLQ LQ WKH WUDLQLQJ 36RF
WKH EHIJLQQLQJ " KH VDLG 3:8QWLO , WROG WKHP LW ZDV IU

possible for their sons to earn extra pointgiinngkacandgaokao ~

For training in a pre-professional school, there is an economic barrier for most of families.
Miradil suggested that the annual fee in G Football School was 5ya@00 While for most
Xinjiang ordinary urban families, the annual domestic income is about 6y0800in rural ae-
as, the number is far less. In fact, G Football School has a rule for awarding excellent footballers

(Figure 6-15). Miradil said:
When scouts have discovered gifted footballers in the grassroots, the school wil appbla
ship for them. The best will have the right to attend school for free. Byirdisdem is that the

VFKRODUVKLS LV FKHFNHG DQQXDOO\ 7KDW PHDQVmI LQ WKH
ic performance is not good enough, his or her scholarship will be probably cancelldidodt avi
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PDVVLYH LPSDFW IRU WKH IRRWEDOOHUYV IDEDPQD\R %W KV XR/HY |
quitted in the middle.

There were about 120 Xinjiang footballers in G Football School, most of them were Uyghurs.
While, only four Uyghur young footballers had successfully entered the reverse team. Among
those four, two were from civil servant families, two were from businessman families, and no

one was from peasant or pastoralists families.

Figure 6-15: Scholarship Regulation of G Football School

Source: Shot by author. January 2017. G Football School, Guangdovigce. An excerpt from G Football School

Employee Training Manual. The real name of G Football School has been kyagethor for protecting infon-
DQWVYT LGHQWLW\
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Even for the four seemingly successful Xinjiang footballers, they must face enormous eco-
QRPLF FKDOOHQJHYV 5DKPDQTV IDWKHU LV D UHWLUHG PLGG
tax official. Rahman has never forgotten how he came to G FootbalbiScho

The economic conditions in Xinjiang are not as good as thoeeidh At the beginning, when

the scout from the football school mentioned tuition fees, my family thought it was impossible for

us to afford. In 2011, the annual fee of G Football School was 3gG00per year. Now it has

been increased to 60,09Qanper year. At that time, my parents were very hesitant, though they

also hoped that | could come here [...] In South Xinjiang, even if my parents were saitser

their salary was not high. My parents took out a calculator and told md thatvihole family

did not eat or drink, our annual income was only 50ya0h Knowing this fact, | was also quite
KHOSOHVY DQG VDG >«@ , WKRXJKW , ZRXOG QUuead nietb DEOH W
apply for the national student aid fund and my family borrowed money fromvesaBy this

way, | eventually came here.

Zulyar, who showed the best athletic performance of the four Xinjiang boys, expressed his wish

to go abroad for training. EW LW ZDV RQO\ D ZLVK %HFDXVH DV KH V
abroad to have a trail at clubs overseas. Besides necessary travel expenses, | need tiee money

find scouts and to hire my agent. Some of Han peers have already hired their agent. 84t Wdo
KDYH VXFK PRQH\ WR SD\ IRU DQ DJHQW ~

In this sense, the most difficult capital for Xinjiang youth to convert is the economic capital.
Information shared by coaches, like Keran, Miradil and Beglan, has also refleeietdlzat the
most motivated families, who are willing to send their children to football schools, no matter the
state-run or the club-run, are those urban families, who are not rich but have better economic

condition compared to those poor agro-pastoralist families.

6.4 Conclusion: Great Expectations or Bleak Expectations?

Seen from my perspective, Xinjiang ethnic minority youth with low socio-economic back-
ground do not have a good chance of promoting their social mobility through a football career.
First, their physical conditions obtathG TURP 3SROG VFKRRO™ WUDLQLQJ LQ WK
inadequate, since these skills have not been accumulated together with an understanding of pro-
fessional football playing style, and some Han teachers in the highly competitive working unit,
like G Football School WKLQN WKDW LW ZRXOG WDNH WRR ORQJ WR L
academic performance to make it worth their while. Secondly, not every Xinjiang ethni¢-minor
ty player successfully has developed social relationships with teammates and coaches, who can

equip them with a supportive social network and an enhanced social status in the field. Thirdly,
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Xinjiang ethnic minorities mostly have few economic resources to initiate professional football

training.

As this chapter has pointed ot DUOLHU LW LV WKH FRPSRVLWLRQ DQ(
underpins social mobility. In the case of the Xinjiang young footballers under our discussion,
SOD\HUVY SK\VLFDO FDSLWDO PXVW EH FRPELQHG ZLWK WK
and learning ability) and the social capital (supportive social network), which altogether seem to
HQKDQFH WKH SOD\HUVY SHUVLVWHQFH DQG FKD@HHRQ REWI
social mobility. Considering current highly competitive career environment for all Chinese youth
footballers (as Chapter 2 has reviewed), it will be harder for these Xinjiang ethnic minority

young footballers to achieve upward social mobility via playing professional fobthalll.

Even if some of the Xinjiang ethnic minority talents are successful, it does not mean that the
chances of social mobility are equal for their ethnic peers. In this sense, it reminds us to recon-
VLGHU WKH 3ULVH Rl ;LQMLDQJ \RXWK IRRWEDOO"~ LW PLJKW
ingineTXDOLW\ EHWZHHQ HWKQLF JURXSY DQG FODVVHVY WR RY
jiang youth football. The great expectation via official discourses is probably a bleak expectation.

108 bye to the limitation of the field data in this research, there remairssafdeir unclear questions that worth furtheer r
searching. First, it is unclear whether there exists any difference pnaygect of social mobility between young footballers in
state-run football schools (like Song Qingling Football SchodJrinmqi) and their peers in club-run football schools (like G.D.
Football School). Second, it is unclear but worth comparingthér there exists any difference on the prospect of social mobility
EHWZHHQ 8\JKXUV DQG .DJDNKV 7KLUG LOMCOCVHRGARORIW K\RZ MR RMED G 8 EMFORLXWY WL
VFKRRO $QG ODVW LW LV XQFOHDU KRZ WWRWYH R VDA RIREHRIEYEEh@GAH QW HU S U L
the four questions ask further research.
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Chapter 7 Conclusion

When 1 first time visited Xinjiang in the summer of 2015, | was impressed that Xinjiang
youth, boys and girls, were truly enthusiastic about playing football: in the center urban, they
play on the streets between concrete jungles in Urumgi; in the South, they play in the harrow a
leys deep in the old town of Kashgar; in the North, they play on the top of void grassland and
besides the lake like a mirror. | was familiar with that football and that joy. That was a ptire foo
ball, the game that belongs to the childhood. Yet, it was not the football this thesis concentrates

on.

In this thesis, football is far beyond a game: it is a tool that has empowered some ethnic m
nority when negotiate with the state; it is the ideological state apparatus that has united ethnic
groups; it is the tool for some ethno-nationalists to strengthen ethnic boundary; it is the vehicle
for many grassroots families to outlook a prosperous future, or on the contrast, entrap in more
severe poverty; and it is the last line of moral defence for some grassroots people to resist the
tremendous tide of changing values.

Focusing on analysing ethnic relation, state governance and social mobility, this thesis a
JXHV WKDW WKH 3ULVH RI ;LQMLDQJ \RXWK IRRWEDOO" SUHV
current enormous social transformation in the post-shdidW &KLQD ZKLOH &KLQDYV
sport officials selectively embrace logics of marketization to ease ethnic tension and tte-seek
gional stability in Xinjiang, the popularization of football reflects and contributes to puilic d

bates on inequalities existing betwixt classes and ethnic groups.

SRPH ZDV QRW EXLOW LQ D GD\ 6LPLODUO\ Wxidtlehu LVH RI
ly rush out overnight as how some journalists reported. This thesis has discussed at least three
FRQGLWLRQWRLLOHWH BQUVHRXWK IRRWEDOO " LQFOX®-LQJ H[LV
HUYVY SUDFWLFH RQ VHHNLQJ VWDELOLW\ DQG WKH LQIOXHQF

State power and the market have deeply involved in driving football among youths under
the background of developing ethnic tensions in Xinjiang. This thesis elaborated the complex
relations between diverse grassroots football participants and state power/market. The approach |
employedwas viewing these grassroots football participants as subjects and examiningitheir da

ly practice and speeches in the grassroots level that were beyond state power, where state power
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overlapped the social space and local knowledge. At the same time, at the grassroots level, logics
of marketization and competition have been c®@arLQIOXHQFLQJ VXEMHFWVY EHKD

In this dynamic scene of the grassroots, this thesis illustrated distinct motivations of diverse
football participants. For instance, Chapter 3 and 4 prege@tL I I HUHQW YDOXHtY IRU HW
titudes on football: some of thenaw football as a tool to empower themselves when resisting
WKH VWDWH OLNH WKH 2EOXH" |De@fdotball Kd &Dwhy VOR tRdir dvh W K H P
ethnic groups to participate in the process of modernization (like Xinjiang coaches in G Football
School EHOLHYLQJ LQ 3VFLHQWLILF WUDLQLQJ PHWKRE& DQG PD
that Xinjiang footballwas not an invention. Instead, there exika historical soil, especially in
the South Xinjiang where the Uyghurs dominated, for fostebtng  RRWEDOO WUDGLWLRQ

LOOXVWUDWHG WKLV éded ¢oiib@ed Wdhid CobhMrucio® on litdHdtintd F W
identity and situated its position during the process of modernization when negotiating with the
VWDWH :LWK WKH GLVFRXUVH RI 3IRRWEDOO WUDGLWLRQ ™ F
SK\WVLFDO VXSHULRULW\" DOVR FRQWULEXWHG RQ HVWDEOLYV

izing football in Xinjiang.

Chapter 5 and 6 concentrated on two core football participants, grassroots coaches and
young footballers. In chapter 5, while some grassroots coaches used football as a tool for self-
economic profits, some others insdtheir ethical standard and professional morality. The case
LQ $OWD\ &LW\ DOVR LOOXVWUDWHG WKH IXQFWLRQOnRI HWKQ

fronting the logics of marketization.

As one of the core participants, young footballers were the most silent in the public debates
on Xinjiang youth football. What led to their absence in the public delagenot just their
youthful age, but their low socio-economic statds. Chapter 6 presented, some of Xinjiang
youths hoped to achieve social upwards mobility by participating in football training. Some
families spent a great deal of money on sending their children to the risky professional football,
while some families send their children to play football for earning extra points that would be
helpful for these young people to pass higher level entrance examinations to obtain bedter educ
tional chances. According to a Bourdieusian perspective, the two pathseafiectapproaches
for achieving social mobility, converting cultural capitals and converting economic capitals. Yet,

the problem that Xinjiang youths must fames the same to that other youths from low socio-
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economic backgrounds all over the worldwis difficult to achieve social mobility via involv-

ing in a sport.

The specific situation of Xinjiang, as this thesis has explored, is that the state hag strateg
cally utilized governmentality to produce beneficial discourses for Xinjiang youth football and
the marketization of professional football has produced a prosperous illusion so that many gras
roots ethnic minority youth, especially those from the lower eco-social position, seek an upward
social mobility by involving in football. The two factors produce a vision that once these youths
try their best they would succeed in the end, obtaining not only personal wealth but also ethnic
reputation. However, the truth is that endeavour does not necessarily lead to success. Because
ethic minority youth from various backgrounds start the competition in different start lines: what
causes distinctions with other competitors are not only ethnicity, but also economic aad educ
tional factors.

TKH 3ULVH RyouthQRMRRWRDOO" WKDW KDV QRW HQY®HIG EXW V
football has been utilized for producing social stability in a certain period and for appealing to
restless ethnic minority youths of Xinjiang to stay in the campus and giving them an illusionary
prospect to follow. However, theULV H R ybuGhMR B W Hd3 @dD brought better mutual
understanding between Han Chinese and ethnic minorities yet. This thesis does not iréend to n
gate the3) RRW E D O O | Rtthte§yV BeEduskLsWhility and harmony do not mean that there
are no problems at all in a society, but people can rationally and inclusively consider these prob-
lems, and based on mutual respect and understanding, try to find solutions to solve these prob-
lems. In this sense, football has provided us with a good starting point, which calls for a better
DQG EURDGHU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ QR W dwkrsity*aRd\ekerydady@(fd”~ YLHZ
conditions through football among the ethnic minorities in Xinjiang.
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