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1. Ancient Relations between Muslim World and the East Asia

Civilizations always feed on the work of previous civilizations, appropriating and digesting
all that fits their needs, dispensing with all that does not. As a general rule, in contact
between cultures, material objects are taken over by the guest culture earlier than non-
material characteristics. Tools, architecture and clothing, for example, are adopted by the
recipient culture before religious ideas and social organizations. Under the stress of the
assimilatoryfactors, Muslims in the East Asia were responsive mainly to host culture, but
were insistent on preserving essential Islamic value system.

The Cultural contacts between Islamic world and the East Asian countries are believed to be
initiated as early as the first Hijra century, middle of the 7th century AD. and continued

till recently without showing any conflicts or antagonism. Not surprisingly, Islam in
the region has been characterized all through the ages by an attempt to retain its
identity as a religious minority while adopting many of the outward forms of the
surrounding local culture and ways of life. Only when the tension between two
divergent factors has become too great, Muslim community has broken out into
rebellion, particularly against Chinese regime of Ch'ing dynasty(1644-1912).

1.1 Sino-Muslim Relations

The first Islamic spread to the East Asia is regarded as a outcome of the ancient China-
Arabia commercial relations through sea-routes from the 7th century. Commercial trade
between the East Asia and Arabia probably precedes the period when records were first
kept. Long before the advent of Islam, China and Arabia were trading by sea following
t‘-Stab_lished sea routes and by such overland routes as the Silk Road. According to such
Arabic sources asi°Kitab al-tanbih wa'l-ishraf i» by the Arab historian Ma's d , Chinese ships

sailed often in the fifth and sixth centuries to the port of Siraf on the river Euphrates and
other ports in the Arabian Gulf. According to one of old Islamic records, Arab-
Chinese commercial relations date back to the year 636(14 AH). When the Arab
General 'Utba b. Gazwan conguered Basra, he sent the following report to Caliph 'Umar
in the month of Ramadhan or Shaban in 636.
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sent an envoy for the first time to the Chinese court bearing tribute. He annourced
that the House of Tashi had already reigned for thirty four years and had had three

kings".

While this was the first formal contact between the two empires, some legends of
Chinese Muslims have it that Muslims came to China before 651. Among many of
the traditional narratives the best known legend, and that which has the best
currency so far as Chinese Muslims are concemed, is the coming to China of S'ad

"b. Abi Waqgqas, the maternal uncle of Prophet Muhammad(s.a.w).

According to this legend, S'ad b. Abi Waqqas came to China around 632, accompanied
by the Chinese ambassador, who had been dispatched to Arabia, along with three
companions. He became the first apostle of Islam to China and was buried in
Canton. As against this, more formal historical records indicate that S'ad b. Abi
Wagqqas did not go to China, and there is moreover no record of his having been
known by other names. For the record he was the seventh person who embraced

Islam and accompanied the Prophet in all his battles. He died at Akiq, which is ten

miles distant from Medina, around 678, and was buried at the Prophet Mosque in Medina.
He never visited China so was not the apostle of the legends

We cannot find any reliable evidence that lends credence to the above legends. Absence of
such mention should not, however, be adduced as absolute proof. It is of course

possible that there was intercourse between the two countries during the Prophet's
life time. A famous adage of that time attributed to the Prophet Muhammad(s.a.w)
was, "Seek for knowledge even unto China". This would appear to indicate that it was
within the bounds of possibility that the name of this country was known to the
Prophet, commercial relations between Arabia and China having been established
many years previously.

In the Islamic spread to East Asia, two routes are extremely important. One was
commercial relations through Maritime routes and the other was political and
diplomatic relations through Silk Routes. Loading their ships at Siraf in the Arabian
Gulf, the Muslim merchants set sail for China following the monsoon via Muscat of
Oman. Crossing the open sea of Indian Ocean, they reached South India. Starting

again and striking the south coast of Ceylon, the vessel proceeded to Gulf of Siam

through Malacca strait. After 3 months' long journey, the hardy Muslim navigators
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h _-durmg ancient and medieval times, the sea-trade between Egypt and
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Indus and thence ultimately to Canton, the most important
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normalization of political relations with the Arabs, the Chinese benefited alot when
the Chinese regime faced a serious challenge in the shape of the critical rebellion

by An Lu-shan, a Chinese general.

Unhappy with the Chinese emperor, An Lu-shan rose in rebellion in 756, When he
succeeded in over-powering the Chinese capitals of Ch'ang-an and Lo-yang, he promptly
proclaimed himself Emperor of a new dynasty called Yen. Under the critical situation of

chaos and unrest, the T'ang emperor appealed to the Arabs for help. The Abbasid P
Caliphate immediately responded to the appeal and sent a contingent consisting o U YL 1 4

probably of some 4000 Persians and Iraqis, with whose assistance the Chinese emperor :

was able to recover his country. The Chinese managed to restore order of a sort with the aid
of the Arab troops. The Chinese history clearly indicates that Arab troops with co-operation

of the Uighur armies assisted Chinese armies in recapturing the two capitals from
the rebels in 757.

It is of interest to note that only five years eariier in 751, the Arabs fought the
Chinese, and they now rallied to help them to quell a rebellion. After the rebellion _
was quelled, many Arab soldiers as a reward for their services and bravery, were : .. °~

allowed to settle in Ch'ang-an and Lo-yang. Only a small number returned home in the
west. They married Chinese women, and thus became the real nucleus of the naturalized
Chinese Muslims of today. The settlement of this large body of Arabs in China may be
accepted as probably the largest and most definitive event recorded concerning the advent of
[slam in China. Through the efforts of those that stayed in China, [slam was spread further
to the western part of China. This event can be considered as the second big influx of . . . == g
Muslims to China through the Silk-Road. P 15 |

The politico-economic relations between China and Muslim world became more accelézated” > *
during the period of Sung Dynasty(960-1127), during which the Arab tribute envoys came
to China 49 times. In 966, the first Sung emperor, T'ai-tsu(r.960-976) despatched a goodwill
mission to contact various Muslim countries. This mission, having more than one hundred
officials, was entrusted with numerous imperial messages. The most important message was

the one delivered to the Abbasid Caliph al-Muti(r.946-974), concerning the re-opening of
Sino-Arab sea trade. In response, an Abbasid tributary delegation, bearing valuable Qiﬂé
and Arabian products, arrived in the Chinese court in 968. Between the year of
971-976, four more Abbasid embassies visited the Chinese emperor. As a result,
the formerly discontinued Sino-Arab relations were resumed more widely.
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The Sung government turned international trade into a monopoly. But in fact the import, |
eXport and shipping enterprises were owned and operated by Chinese and Muslim
merchants. When the Sung dynasty took measures to protect foreign traders and established
a definite system of trading policy, the influx of foreign traders to China increased. More

came in the Sung period than T'ang period and they were concentrated mainly in




the Sung period(960-1127), the Arabs and Persian merchants
‘numbers. Bazaars established in the Abbasid capital Baghdad,

arly in the west and east markets of Chinese capital Ch'ang-

from Muslim world filled the street. There were f‘orcxgn shops
they dealt with precious stones, ivory, rhinoceros horns, spices, glass,
ducts from Arabia and Persia.
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orld history. Through the victory of Muslim Arabs in the war,
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normalization of political relations with the Arabs, the Chinese benefited alot when
the Chinese regime faced a serious challenge in the shape of the critical rebellion

by An Lu-shan, a Chinese general,

Unhappy with the Chinese cmperor, An Lu-shan rose in rebellion in 756. When he
succeeded in over-powering the Chinese capitals of Ch'ang-an and Lo-yang, he promptly
proclaimed himself Empcror of a new dynasty called Yen. Under the critical situation of

chaos and unrest, the T'ang emperor appealed to the Arabs for help. The Abbasid
Caliphate immediately responded to the appeal and sent a contingent consisting

probably of some 4000 Persians and Iraqis, with whose assistance the Chinese emperor

was able to recover his country. The Chinese managed to restore order of a sort with the aid
of the Arab troops. The Chinese history clearly indicates that Arab troops with co-operation

of the Uighur armies assisted Chinese armies in recapturing the two capitals from
the rebels in 757.

It is of interest to note that only five years earlier in 751, the Arabs fought the
Chinese, and they now rallied to help them to quell a rebellion. After the rebellion
was quelled, many Arab soldiers as a reward for their services and bravery, were

allowed to settle in Ch'ang-an and Lo-yang. Only a small number returned home in the
west. They married Chinese women, and thus became the real nucleus of the naturalized
Chinese Muslims of today. The settlement of this large body of Arabs in China may be

accepted as probably the largest and most definitive event recorded concerning the advent of
Islam in China. Through the efforts of those that stayed in China, [slam was spread further

to the western part of China. This event can be considered as the second big influx of
Muslims to China through the Silk-Road. o

during the period of Sung Dynasty(960-1127), during which the Arab tribute envoys came
to China 49 times. In 966, the first Sung emperor, T'ai-tsu(r.960-976) despatched a goodwill
mission to contact various Muslim countries. This mission, having more than one hundred
officials, was entrusted with numerous imperial messages. The most important message was

the one delivered to the Abbasid Caliph al-Muti(r.946-974), concerning the re-opening of
Sino-Arab sea trade. In response, an Abbasid tributary delegation, bearing valuable gifté
and Arabian products, arrived in the Chinese court in 968. Between the year of
971-976, four more Abbasid embassies visited the Chinese emperor. As a result,
the formerly discontinued Sino-Arab relations were resumed more widely.
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The Sung government turned international trade into a monopoly. But in fact the import,

export and shipping enterprises were owned and operated by Chinese and Muslim
mercha'nts_ When the Sung dynasty took measures to protect foreign traders and established
 definite system of trading policy, the influx of foreign traders to China increased. More
cam¢ i the Sung period than T'ang period and they were concentrated mainly in
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!lk let&s were the main channel for political and diplomatic relations
-and Muslim world. According to the Chinese historical sources, during 147

.;1 -798, the Arab states called Tashi' sent emissaries over 37 times. In the
ations between two worlds, two important events contributed greatly to

dz YS agamst the Chinese. The Korean origin Chinese generai Kao Hsien-
°f°°t°d i the momentous battle with only a few thousand soldiers

t'e' incident between China and Arabia in their joint histories,
history. Through the victory of Muslim Arabs in the war,
' which had been a stronghold of Buddhism from its earliest
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Toward the end of the Sung period, a well-known Arab descendant by the name of
P'u Shou-keng looked after Arab merchants' affairs in China as the superintendent of the

maritime trade. At the beginning of the 13th century, when Zaitun city expanded, the use
of granite became common place. It was with the economic power of such Arab
traders that new projects were completed.

1.2. Muslim Relations with Japan and Korea

[t has yet to be determined when Muslims had their first direct contact with Korean
peninsula and Japan. It is believed that Islamic and Turkish culture has had a significant
influence on East Asian culture since ancient times. Documented references are few and far
between, but sufficient remain to give proof of substantial commerce between Korea and
Arab world. Though sources from the medieval orient record Arab Muslims travelling to
and from the Korean peninsula in the early part of the eleventh century, Muslims apparently

first attempted to make contact with the Korean peninsula the latter part of Shilla period(57
BC-935 AD).

One example are the glass cups excavated from ancient tombs of Korean kingdom of Shilla.
Most of glass cups unearthed from the tombs were either from Arabia or Persia. Assuming
that the tombs were constructed toward the close of the 5th century or at the beginning of
the Gth century, it can be safely said that about that time Arabian or Persian merchandise
had already found its way into Korea and Japan.

According to the chronicles of Korea and Japan, they have a detailed account on the items
of peculiar musical instruments and trading products representing Muslira culture. The
introduction of an Arabic and Persian culture and its products into Korea and Japan before
Islam, was largely a result of indirect contact between East Asians and those countries
through China. But direct contact of Arabs and Central Asians to the Korean peninsula and
Japan were also achieved from time to time. Moreover recently during the archaeological
digs carried out in Korea, several clay busts were revealed whose shape resembled Central
Asian Muslims with beards and moustaches. These resembled those that was to be found in
the old royal tombs of Korea in the middle of 7th century. But evidence of direct Muslims'
advance and contact with the Korean peninsula were not found till the early 11th century.

Indirect contacts between two different worlds in China are also importantly considered to
understand Islamic development in the East Asia. Japan and Korea had very close relations

with T'ang China at that time. A wide range of political, economic and cultural
relations were at the height of prosperity. Moreover it was situated only a few days'
voyage away from the western part of Korea and Japan to the southem and eastern
patts of China where large Muslim communities were to be found.
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ou) ports. Most of the traders were Muslims.

ith the East Asia was predominantly in the hands of the Persians
during this period, the Arabs played a leading part in maritime
ne the commercial and maritime standing of the Arabs in the

Liﬁ Africa, India, Burma, Champa and places in south-east Asia,
led commodities much sought after by the Chinese. Although
s did sometimes sail to Korea and Japan, their final destination

Zaitun's position became more important. Foreign merchants and

ed here like swarming bees", and all who left and came to China used

the ships from Arabia could carry several thousand persons, and the ships
vith wine and eating shops. The great fourteenth century Moroccan traveller
1 visiting Zaitun, described it as;
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g&aqss, even as far as our country Morocco.

omic exchanges between China and Arabia at that time and. the
ide between the two countries caused large numbers of Arabs and
emigrate to China. The Sung dynasty was anxious to promote
ade with Muslims. It even installed at various seaports 'The Office of
of Merchant Shipping' to look after this promising import and export trade.
rates for Maritime Trade' were established at Hang-chou and Ming-chou

merchant shipping were specially appointed to manage such
custom duties on foreign and domestic goods, offering

1y ‘F‘iék-’i'iipf_ ivory and 1800 bottles of frankincense. In
y, an Arab merchant, Sin Abdullah who had lived in

accumulated a huge fortune, and offered his own
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At the same time, another Japancse Bumpachiro Ariga who travelled India for business
embraced Islam under the guidance of Indian Muslims. These two persons were regarded as
the first group of Japanese Muslim. :

5. Turkic Muslim Communities in the East Asia

The first emigration of Russian Turks, mostly Tatars in Russian Central Asia to the East
Asia began at the end of the 19th century. After the Sino-Japan War (1894-95), Russia who
had assumed the role of protector of China against Japan, concluded an alliance with China
in 1896. The condition of that alliance included the establishment of a Russian owned
Chinese Eastern railway across northern Manchuria from west to east, linking Siberia with
Vladivostok. The railway project would be administered by Russian personnel and the
Russian police force who would have the privilege of extra-territorial rights,

With the commencement of construction works, many labourers and technicians were
brought from Central Asia to Manchuria. Inthe course of this, many Russian Turks together
with Russian administrators, came to Harbin, the central city of Manchuria and headquarter
of the railway project, and Haydar and other small cities. Most of the Turks came from the
Penza and Tombof regions of Russian Central Asia, either as labourers or to run small scale
business. Once they had settled in and had arranged their business affairs, they called their
family members to join them. As time passed, therefore, quite large Muslim-Turkic
communities appeared in various parts of Manchuria. But to cater for increasing number of
Turks, they needed to organize a co-operative system to receive immigrants. At the same
time, they had to solve their national, cultural and religious differences. They built
mosques, opened schools, prepared a Muslim cemetery and started various national and
cultural activities.

The second and main influx of Muslim Turks into East Asia in the 20th century began with
the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 in the Soviet Russia. Being escaped from pressure of the
Bolshevik regime, around 600 peoples ofRussian Muslim Turks, mostly Kazan Tatars, made
permanent settlement in Manchuria, Korea and Japan. In 1920s, with the help of the
Japanese government, they are scattered in Manchuria, Japan and Korea by each 200
peoples. They lived in each countries preserving their own culture and religion in their
communities called *Mahall-i Islamiye'. They established cultural center and schools to
continue their religious and Turkic identity. In history, Turks had generally respected other
religions and believed that religious faith was a private matter. Turks in Korea and Japan did
not attempt to indoctrinate other peoples with the Muslim faith. Only some of those peoples
who had worked with Turkic immigrants seemed to be interested in the Islamic religion.

In Korea, these Turkic Muslims enjoyed themselves by the profitable regional trade between
Manchuria-Korea-Japan and obtained high social positions under the protection of the
-.I&parme. But they were forced to emigrate to Turkey and other countries after Korean
independence in 1945 and the Korean War(1950-1953). Thanks to these Muslim Turks,
some factors of Islamic and Turkic culture were introduced into Korean society. The Qur'an
Wwas published and distributed. Few Korean embraced Islam by the guidance of Muslim
Turks. They are regarded as the earliest Korean Muslim group.

In'hpm; ';00, Muslim Turks participated in various Islamic activities forming theic own
°0mmumt|es Through the contacts with Muslims, some of local Japanese started to Islamic
}’°“-_"9'-§!°"¢ Sadik Imaizumi, Mustafa Komura and Ahmad Ariga were some of early
apanese Muslims who converted in this period. Above all, the most important event
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*hinese ports between Muslim merchants who dominated  the
k_ﬂdia—Malay~China) and Korean counterparts  who controlled

the West Reglon(modem Turklstan) Some of their travel descriptions
with Muslims and their religion.
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ts may have extended their own trade routes to the Korean peninsula or
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tlement of Muslims on the Korean peninsula is Ibn Khurdadbih's
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With powerful wide open-door policy of contemporary Chinese government, the
Muslim community in China will become ever more conscious of its Islarmic identity,
The Chinese Muslims enjoy their religious freedom, study Quran, educate their
children at Istamic institutes, publish Islamic literature, etc. As a kind of integral
Muslim organization, the Chinese Islamic Association established in 1952,
coordinates these Islamic propagation activities in China. In particular, by the more
frequent contacts with outsider world through such channels as pilgrimage, Muslims
in China will actively contribute to world Muslim community.

While, at the present time, there are only 50,000 Chinese Muslims in Taiwan. They
are free to conduct their daily life as they wish. They keep close contacts with
Muslim world through the Islamic Association in Taipei. Friendly relations with
Muslim countries have enabled both the govemment and some Muslim
businessmen to develop profitable trade with Arab states. Every year.the Islamic
Association sends a delegation to Mecca to perform Hajj and despatches Muslim
youths to Middle East and South East Muslim countries for their Islamic studies.
Even though small minority, Muslims in Taiwan enjoy their daily life as Muslims.
Their only regret is that they cannot communicate and unite with their relatives on

mainland of China. —

Japan started military movement in China around 1935. For the military purposes,
the Japanese tried to establish very close relations with Muslim population in China
and South East Asia. During the period from 1935 to 1943, many research institutes
and centers for Islamic studies were opened and over 100 books and journals on
Islam were published by the organizations. However, these institutes has neither
concrete contacts with Muslims in Japan, nor the purposes has Islamic propagation.
As a result, with the defeat of Japan in 1945 in the World War I, these Islamic
booms suddenly disappeared. S

In t.h611;_bé';tfiod of post-World War II, over 100 Japanese Muslims formed in 1952 an
O.f_,g z%tth"' the origin of today's Japan Muslim Association which became a
nt for Islamic Da'wah(religious activities) in real sense. Furthermore, with the
t °f diplomatic relations with Muslim countries, many Muslims as diplomats,

ats who became Muslim in 1957 by the Islamic activities of foreign

smen and students flowed into Japan. Prof. Abdul Karim Saitoh was one of




wﬁto build Mosques in Japan, In 1935, the first Mosque was
he full cooperation of Indian, Chinese and South East Asian Muslims

larly in 1938, Tokyo Mosque was opened by the active efforts of
by Kurban Aliand by the help of Japanese government. With the

uldﬁ-uge- their Arabic names and speak a Chinese mixed with
Persian words. In their daily life Muslims adopted a double

r to Islamic atmosphere by the decoration with Qur'anic
2 design. Moreover there is an interdependence between
“the Muslims depending on the Chinese market for
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understanding on Islam and Muslim causes in the Middle East. Such wide range of
discussion and debates as from 'who arc behind the attacks? 'why do Muslim extremists
hate America?' 'Is there any conspiracy of the US intelligence service in the attacks?' are
followed. Main focuss on the background of the atlacks is given to the fact from "who" to
"why". The event is dramatically minglc‘d with anti-American movement which was then
growing rapidly among young gencration. Koreans feel pride of joining the world
communities that are overwhelmingly opposed to the war.

Interestingly with 9.11, strong social demand to understand Islamic teaching was followed.
The Korean peoples showed extraordinary concern on Islamic essence by the favourable
voices by Islam itself, not by existing distorted information. In the midst of chaos and
calamity in world affairs, they eagerly solicit Islamic point of view for more balanced ideas.
New books on Islam were published and widely circulated. The list below designed clearly
indicates the booming publication on Islamic titles. The quantity of publication on Islam
during only 2 years since September 11, 2001, exceeds the one published on same subject
during S0 years since the Korean independence in 1945, The book being the talk of the town
was without doubt <ISLAM: For Upright Understanding> which was designed for popular
reading covering from Islamic doctrine to current issue in the Muslim world. The quantity
reached more than 100,000 copies within two months and is still study seller. It was almost
unexpected result if we consider the publication market where a Islamic book was sold at
most less than 1000 annual copies.

In general, the publishers had distaste for the word "Islam". Instead they preferred to
terminology of "Middle East" or "Arab" to avoid negative image on Islam. Now the
diametrical result happened since 9.11. Many books, even not directly concerned on Islam,
preferred to the title of Islam instead of Middle East or Arab. The following charts show the
changes.

Publicn_tiun Change on Hiddle East and Islamic Boo

— Widdle East
— Arab & Arabi
— Islan

" 1980 T 1990 2001.9.11! present |
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same time, many Japanese advanced to Muslim countries to learn
m ‘bllok as Muslims, The most important result from the Islamic
ish Japanese version of Qur'an by Haji Omar Mita in 1972,

an there many Muslim organizations. Japan Muslim Association was
Islamic activities by mostly by Japanese Muslims. Japan Islamic Center
1966, is mainly administered by foreign Muslims in Japan. But, it
ry successful [slamic propagation to Japanese through publication, lecture,
er social activities. Dr. Salih Samarrai, an agriculture expert from Saudi
tant persons being responsible for the Islamic center. To coordinate
pagatio ks by so many different Islamic organizations, in 1976 the "Council
lamic Organizations in Japan" was formed by respected Muslim leaders in Japan.

activities, the great contribution made by Abdulgafur Karaismailogiu and
Imams of the Turkish brigade, was particularly remarkable. These two
started Islamic teaching to those Koreans only who visited the Turkish army
and to general publics of Koreans through visiting lectures later. Indeed, from
955 they initiated a wide range of Islamic movements in Korea. They even built
| es for daily prayers, and regular lectures on Islam were made by them.
m and Muhammad Doo-young Yoon were the first generation of Korean
verted to Islam by the guidance of Turkish Imams. 1955 witnessed the
Islam by 39 Koreans at once. This occasion became a turning point in

ed Koreans formed "The Korea Islamic Society' in 1967 . It was later extended
Auslim Federation which is a unique and legal integration body for: Islamic
in Ko a. rom 1970s, Korea suddenly paid full attention to the importance of
ies, particularly with the advent of the Oil Crisis. Islam in Korea saw a new
ment by the opening of Seoul Central Mosque and Islamic Center in
third mosques were completed in Pusan and Kwangju provinces In
. At present, the Muslims in South Korea number at about
ques opened in major cities, while we do not have any reliable

¢ significance in many ways in world politics. As in many
ne a turning point in understanding Islam and the
demand on [slamic understanding strongly appeared In

gly anti-Americanism comes up parallel with

"ll'lé'ppened to Islam in Korea. This may
itnessing a grotesque backlash against



Sllk Roads. Thus Islamic-East Asian interactions were mostly peaceful,
iU éi; both worlds interacted with each other in a positive framework as w; ‘1
the historical mutual relations. This was essential point for mutuaf R
coopefatlon because of the common cullural values and trade interests. Surely it

leads to mutual benefit and world peace.
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‘Asia. This peaceful and gradual Islamization gave valuable
Asians cosmopolitan, open-minded, tolerant and amenable to

th Qrgthan 1.5 billion population, growing keen interest in Islamic value
terna ﬁto oop:tahsm or soclahsm Another positive factor is that the

ais e%' Moreover as a homogeneous people, East Asians still insist to
ition culture. Finally, many aspects of the East Asian Confucian
sagreement with Islamic principles, furthermore historically
""between East Asia and [slamic world from the first Hijira

ind has a positive attitude toward others.
‘a central mediating role by introducing




half of 9th century. The minarct of Kwang-Tai-Se mosque, besides serving as a place

from which the faithful were called to prayer, also had a weather vane on its roof
which Indicated the wind's direction. The Kwang-Tai-Se mosque whose original

name was Hui-Sheng-Se is reputed to be one of the first mosque to be built outside
Medina, These old relics, without doubt is an symbol to the early entry of Islam into China.

Some Arabs would live among Chinese, but most of Muslims were confined to the Fan-
Fang (specific foreigners' resident: Ummah) which was instituted to cater for the increasing

number of Muslims. In Fan-Fang, men of virtue called Qadi and Sheikh were chosen and
appointed by the Chinese government to administer the colonies in accordance with
Islamic law and customs. Through marriage with Chinese girs, they gradually
settled down. In the middle of the ninth century, there were more than 150,000
Muslims in the south-eastern coast of China, according to an Arab writer, Abu
Zaid.The information coming from the Chinese records show that foreign sojoumers
enjoyed freedom in their commercial and religious life and also something that
resembled their own integral state within another country. The Fan-Fang and the
laws governing the affairs later embodied the claim called the 'right of extra-
territoriality' of foreigners in modern China.

Most of Arab Muslims in China retumed home during the winter season. But not a
few Arabs and Persians came to be assimilated becoming the earliest group of
Chinese Muslims. A combination of fine Chinese culture, excellent life conditions
such as seasonable weather, fertile agriculture, the tolerant nature of the Chinese,
and profitable trade business, attracted Arab Muslims to settle permanently in
China. Some became high ranking officials.

It can be safely said that the amalgamation of Chinese and Islamic culture had
enabled the Chinese Muslims to emerge as a distinct community, one that was
intensively aware of the divine laws and human sentiments of life. China produced
a Very great number of prominent Muslim personalities who observed Chinese

custom and whose loyalty toward China was no less profound than that of other
Chinese,

e a% v il i i e
B e D e I e e -




| Chronicles of Koryo Dynasty)» refers several times to Muslims'
2 and to their commercial activities.
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Islam was a product of Sino-Arabian friendship. As the political and

':_to China. In particular, the Talas War became historic
influx of Islamic culture to China, while it also produced

ML N T

ceoun erltltled 1°Ch1ng Hsing Chl ivin which he very accurately

iage and by instancing the beauty of Islam itself whose
from Chinese customs. Islam was accepted readily
Islam being introduced to China earlier than to
 of Arabia. This was the basic reason for the early

......

styled architect. So, Kwang-Ta:—Se of
. mosques were built in China in the first




|

!
N
=1
-

c‘if‘::'éi"°f the country. They mainly preferred to conduct commercial business in -':4;-
whlch':’ihey had the experience of generations. ;

Muslims In Korea formed their own communities where they celebrated their own
festivals, put on national dress and headgear; and maintained their Islamic way of

life. Furthermore, they built a mosques called 'Ye-Kung/(ceremonial hall). The religious

leaders called '"Doro' were chosen in the Muslim communities to perform acts of worship in
accordance with the Islamic law and customs. From time to time, the Muslim leaders had
exceptional honour to be invited to attend official court ceremonies where they practised

their own religious rituals such as Qu'ran recitation and Arabic ‘Dua’ topray for the king's
long life and the prosperity of the country. Muslims' commercial activities and
political upgrading were continued up to the early 15th century without sudden
decline.

However, the continuation of Islamic religious activities were faced in the early 15th
century to serious threat posed by the new established Chosun Dynasty in Korea.
Therefore, Muslim settlers in Korea who had secured quite high social and
economic position, shed gradually their native attire, custom and rituals to which
they adhered for about 150 years.

In China, however, Muslims were scattered and strengthened more and more in the
period of Ming dynasty(1368-1644) forming concrete communities. Owing to the
isoIatipn policy of Chinese government, Muslims in China cut off from
communication with Muslims abroad. In these circumstances, Muslims tended
gradually to become merged into the mass of the native population, through their
mamiage with Chinese women and their adoption of Chinese manners. Many
mosques were built in the pagoda shape of Chinese temples, eliminating the
minarets, They became outwardly indistinguishable from the Chinese. This trend
continued till the Ch'ing dynasty. Admiral Cheng Ho was the most remarkable
M-U?_“m ‘in‘ Ming period who made 8 times great voyages to the Indian Ocean and

East Aftica between 1405-1431. During this dynasty, friendly relations with Muslim
5
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of Muslims in Japan and Korca. In China, howcvcr., Muslim population steadily increased
under the positive circumstances. Up to the establishment of the Ch'ing Dynasty by the
Manchus in 1644, there is no rc{ft}rd of any l'Vluslu'n uprising. The followers of Islam appear
{0 have been entirely content with the religious liberty they enjoyed. But difficulties aroge
soon after the advent of the new ruling power. Insurrection in the province of Kansu in 1648
was the first occasion on which any Muslim rose in arms against government. Nevertheless,
it was not until the 19th century that any such revolt entailed very disastrous consequence or
seriously interrupted the amicable relatioris between Muslims and Chinese-Manchu
governments. With the decline of the Manchu regime, Muslim revolts were brought out in
almost every Muslim arcas. The Muslim revolts were mainly initiated in provinces where
the Muslims constituted a large number of the populations. The prime reason was that
Muslims were loyal to the Ming and they refused to be ruled by the Manchus. Muslim's
motto was "Crush the Manchus and restore the Ming". The second reason was the aspiration
for independence and the creation of a Muslim state in Turkistan where absolute majority of
the inhabitants was Muslims. These rebellions were cruelly quelled. For 200 years' period of
the Ch'ing regime, about 12 million Muslims were massacred. But, the Muslims never gave
up either their separate identity as M uslims or their own state.

From the late 19th century, the European Powers exerted all their powers to divide and share
out the possession of 'the Great Sickman of Europe'-the Sublime Port. For this purpose they
initiated a wide range of anti-Islamic propaganda in which they criticized Islamic religion as
an obstacle to the modernization and development of the country.

In these circumstances, to prevail over the growing threat of the European 'super bloc', the
Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid II adopted an important policy to mobilize the Islamic
potentiality of his empire. In the framework of this policy, the Sultan was supported by the
philosophy of Pan-Islamism. Pan-Islamism was thus a movement of the late 19th and early
20th centuries which attempted to revive the unifying strength of Islam to resist western
encroachments.

Under the Pan-Islamic policy, the sultan personally selected Qadis, teachers and other
Ulemas, and sent them as agents to North Africa, the Balkans, India, Turkistan, Java, China
and to Japan and Korea. Islamic activities in the East Asian region, therefore, became
vigorous with the coming of these religious missions.

4.1. Pan-Islamic Activities in China

For China, Sultan Abdul Hamid II sent official and private emissaries who furnished him
Wwith certain information concerning the circumstances of the Muslim population in China.
Sultan made extraordinary efforts to tie Chinese Muslims to the cause of the Sunni doctrine
of Islam through continuous communications with Chinese Muslim leaders or by exploiting
the successful activities of his Pan-Islamic agents. Muhammad Ali in 1902 and Sulayman
Shl}kﬂ-l Bey in 1905 were some of Sultan's mission. Moreover the Sultan invited such
Chinese Muslim leaders as Abdul Rahman Wang Kuan and discussed ways of bringing
Chinese Muslims under the banner of the Islamic Caliphate. For these purposes, the Sultan
sent teachel:s with Islamic books and in 1901 dispatched Enver Pasha to China during ‘the
Boxer Uprising. Meanwhile Mustafa Shukru and Haji Tahir who were in charge of
religious affairs in the mission, distributed leaflets which contained the messages of Sultan
Abdul Hamid II to the Chinese Muslims. The leaflet had been prepared in Chinese to
S‘fenssheg thk? solidarity between Muslims in China and the Sublime Porte. As a result of
these efforts, in 1908 'the Peking Hamidiye College' which signified the authority and power







The Russo-Japan War and the victory of Japan in 1905 was another occasion to
make them closer because both parties werefaced by Russian threat. The Ottoman
paid special atention to the progress of the war. Most of local newspapers reported
the war news in detail. Some memoirs of Abdul Hamid Il showed how the Ottoman
govemnment had supported the Japanese spiritually.

“The Japanese victory over Russia will satisfy us, their victory can be regarded as ours as

well. Since the Russo-Japan War began. I have started to pray for the victory of Japan that
it would break the arrogance of Russia. I became a spiritual commander of the Japanese

Sleet "

The unexpected Japanese victory over Russia had a great impact on the Sultan and the
Turkish people. This created a fecling of great confidence that the Ottomans would even
gain a victory over Russia. At the same time, it led to a closeness between the Turkish and
Japanese people. Muslim leaders and scholars in Turkey and Islamic world who regarded
the war as a victory of the Eastern people over one of the great powers in a full-scale war,
turned their attention to Japan and researched Japanese progress and advancement. Some
Pan-Islamists who had expected to gain advantage from the Japanese sought to co-operate
with them and for a way to invite the Japanese to enter Islam through the propagation of
Pan-Islamism.

In consequence, an organization called "The Japanese Society for the Investigation of
Religious Truths" was established in Japan. The society which was composed of leading
Japanese scholars and other prominent citizens, decided to hold a congress of inquiry into
religious belief in April 1906. According to some archive documents that have come to us,
the main objects of the congress was; to examine the genuine principles of Islam; to

measure Islamic potentiality; and by doing so, to study possible ways of co-operation with
the Ottomans .

In the early 20th century, Islamic activities in Japan and Korea were initiated by an excellent
Muslim leader from Central Asia named Abdul Rashid Ibrahim(1857-1944). As an idealistic
Pan-Islamist and a dedicated adversary of Russia and socialism, Abdul Rashid Ibrahim
came to Japan in 1908. His probable mission as a religious agent of the Ottoman Sultan, was
to pave the way for further practical cooperation between Turkey and Japan as well as to
disseminate Islamic doctrine among the Japanese people. After seven months' successful
and extraordinary Islamic activities in Japan, Abdul Rashid Ibrahim arrived in Korea on
June 18, 1909. During his ten days' short visit to Korea, he gained valuable information on
the educational system, national morality,way of daily life, Christian missionary works,
Japanese influence and the natural environment of Korea generally. In Korea, he made a

- comprehensive research on the possibility of Islamic propagation through contacts with

}’al'_inis I_e_vels.of Koreans. He wrote a remarkable book entitled j°Alem-i Islamj»in which he
informs very interesting ideas on Islam in East Asia in the late 19th century and early 20th

: > result, in 1909 Islam stamped its first religious impact on Japanese territory
conversion to Islam of Mitsutaro Yamaoka and his Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca.
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"ms opened in Peking. More interestingly, in the Friday
: Peking Mosque, the name of the Callph Abdul Hamid 11, was




