JAPANESE INF.ILTRATION AMONG

MUSLIMS IN CHINA

Description

One of a series «f reports describing
Japansse subversive sactivities among the Muslims
of variois areas. Thi: report traces such activi-

ties 1n ’hina from tho beginnings to the summer
of 1943. '

15 May 1944
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Ae The Background of Is Lam in China

Mogt of the Muslims of China and 1ts dependencles

* are concencrated 1n Slnklanﬂ (which is predominantly |

'

. IMuslim) and in the northwest and northorn prOV1nccs of

China proper kK[andu, Ningsia, Tcinﬂhai shensi suiyuan,

{
Hopel and Honan, where they constituto an inportdnt

minority). _Another larpe concentration exists in south-

i,
a
L] & 'I- b

) 4 -

west China (Yunnan), while important groups are to ove
found 1n the wmajor coastal ports such as Canton and
shan_hai, Ivery province of Chlna indeed, contains at \

least a few- thouggnd Muslimse. The ‘total puslim popula-

e

tion of greater China. 1ls estimated by the iuslims them=-

selvcg at around fifty million. This, however, 1s a Zross

oxagmeration; eijhteen million, or asout 4 percent of the

LI\
v _' ’ Pl ] ‘ » . _.- _ -“.

total population, is probavly a closer approximation to

the correct fisure.

'll‘__‘-

ot only in. religion, out also in race anca ia socilal
}?b&tus, the kuslimgc oi China stand apart from noa-puslim
Chineses Althonan con81darable Chinese ©lood has entcred -

thé;r_vcins 1 thc.coursc of'timc;”tnoir“original Arabic,
Persian, ankic, v.ongol, orothor non—dninese stook 18
frequently still discernible in their ph}sical ap,;€arailCe
TEconomically,;too, they tend to De segrcéoted into distinct

occupations, and thoush in the cities some of the fiuslims

are very wealthy, the bulk of Tuslims 1n china are poor, - B

even when judged by Chinese standqrds._ Coupled with ;

l:r
i
I 5

poverty has Dbeen a Low standard of education, and a conse-
quent failure to play!a part in the cultural life of -'thé

country coamensur&te to thelr actual numerical strength,

e 1Y 2 e oA A™ A
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As a result, the thnese Muslim press (most of it concen-
trated 1n Pelping, long the bultural center of Chinese
Islam) has exerted comparatively 1ittle influence.

Disturbanoes, or even large scale wars, have frequently
| broken out between Muslims &nd non;Muslima, particularly
in.Sinkiang, and in the northwest_and southwest of China
proper, where the Musglims aré mos?t ;trong. These conflicts
hate been aggravated by the martial spirit characteristic
of many Muslims, and their strong sense1of group sollidaritye.
Nevertheless, the above differences should not be
overemphasizel.* Most.Muslims, at least in China proper,
speak Chinese as their native language, and ofteﬁ the
cultural diffsrenbés bétween them and non—Muslimsare,;.
superficlally, sogrcely appal_"ent.l During recent years,
moreover, muoﬂahas been doﬁe, both on thé part of the
Muslims themselves and on the part of the Chinese Govern-
ment, to railse the soclal and educational sta?ué of Mus-
rlihs in Ghiga, and to give'them a. greater par?icipation'ln
the life of the country as.a whole. There 1s, therefore,
no Muslim "problem" in China today, in the sense that such
a problem exlsts in India, and no 1mportant Muslim group |
in China proper has publicly demanded anything llke '
"Paklstan," despite frequent reports to this effect by
Japan. . - ' ‘
B Ja-anese Activities Among. Musglims in China Prior to 1937
The Muslims of China, as an 1mportant minority group,
constitute a-logical foca.. polnt for the Japanese technique
of "divide snd conquer,” ‘Japanesg interest in the Muslims,
however, developed only gradually, and came as a by-product
- of other'activites.‘ In the beginning, Japanese fear of

Hussianexpansion led them first to pay thelr attention to
the Muslims of Gentral Asia,\nd_ only later to extend this
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attentlon to the Muslims of China proper. The year 1896
marks the converslon of the first Japanese of any note to
Islam, and in 1906, following the conclusion of the Russo-

Japanese War, a weve of propaganda waes launched by Japan

toward the Islamic world, in a bid to swing the Muslin  :
¢ countries to her eide as the potential leader of Asia.

In China proper, Japanese interest in Islam first
arose out of-various_activites conducted:by members of the
Black Dragon Society. Notable among these was the support.
of Sun Yatfsen's revolutionary movement against the Manchu

government, about 1904-12, In 1908, Chinese Muslim students

in Japan published e short-lived Muslim periodical in Chinese,
probably under Japanese auspices. In 1909, the Black Dragon

| Society s lnterest in Islam was made concrete through the
draWing up of . a formal Muslim pact, signed by Toyama and
'other,men important ln the world of Japanese secret societies.
Following this event, at least five spe01ally pilcked men were
:sent forth by the Black Dragon Society to travel extensively

through GhIna and Central Asia, making over a period of

years, careful studies of Muslim conditions and personals=-.
ities ﬁherever they went. .Most notable of these"investi—
‘gators wag probably Tanaka Ippei; whose lintellectual
versatility isindicated‘by the fact that he was not only .
-an eXpers. on Sninto and Buddhism; but he;also acqulred
| while in China a considerable knowledge of Confucianism.
In 1924 he became a convert to Islam and made the pilgrim-
age ‘to Mecca, and a decade later he capped his'career'by
jﬂ - a second pllgrimage to Mecca, performed when he was already
a dying man.. _ | -
1 Thefirst ambitious Japanese attempt prior to 1937
to unify (and thus utilize) the Muslims in China proper
was the creation of the uociety of Light in,Shanghai during
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the years 1923-25, _Sakama.meijiro, founder. of. the soclety,

hoped to awaken the Muslims of China from their age-long
lethargy,. and dreamed10f ultinmately establishlng branches

of his organlzation in all major cltles of China, together

with.Huslim llbraries, schools, printing presses, and
hospitals. He hoped, furthermore, eventually to lntroduce
Islam. into Japan itself, and to bring about a pan-Islamic

Sy

union betlween a.l Musllim courtrles, in which Japan was _.to

form the keystone. The resulting.economic_and.political |

benefits to Japan, he writes in a pamphlet published in

1925, would be inestimable. -In:lagﬁ_or shortly thereafter,
however,this;grandiose scheme collapsedgxprobably through
lack of funds. ' ' ;

Nevertheless, during the years. 1927 to 1929 a,

Japanese group interested in the study of Islam maintalned

a. Japanese-language periodical in Peiping, entitled Islam.__

| Events. took a sinister turn 1n 1931 when in November, shortly
-af ter the Japanese selzure of Manchuria, riots broke out in
Tientsin, instigated]by'a-Ghinese_Muslim acting.under Japanese
inspiration, in the course of whichLP'uﬂyi, scion of the old

| Manchu ruling house, was splrited Irom the clty to'Manchuria;

" where he later became "emperor“_of "Manchukuo." In.thet.land
between the years 1952 and 1957-'the creation of'various new
Muslim organiaations and periodicals testllles to the increased
interesu 1n Islam generateo there under the influence of
Japanese occupation. In 1935, a younger coasin'of “Emperor“

P'u—yi actually became a luslim, and. has,_together'with his_

wife, since prlayed an actlve part in Muslim affairs within

the - Japanese Empire. - "ttzi

Muslims in China _Since 1937 L

C, Japanese Activities Among:
Since the outbreak of the Sino~Japanese'War in 19357,

large numbers of Muslims in North China proper have fallen .
(43401) .
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