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Kashigar, known as Shule in ancient times, is an important border city in the west of China, with a
very long history. The city became a jurisdiction of the Western Han Government more .than two
thousand years ago, after the arrival of Zhang Qian, the first envoy sent to the West Reglion by the
Government. In the middle of the first century, Emperor Mingdi of the Han Dynasty appointed Ban
Chao to be executive minister of the Western Region, who, with Shule as his headquarters, opened a
new era of friendly exchange between the West and the East by sending his emissaries to Rome and
Iran.

After Li Shimin, Emperor Taizhong of the Tang Dynasty, defeated the Eastern and Western Turks'
Kingdoms and unified the Western Region, Shule became a city of military importance of the Tang
Dynasty Government in the west of South Xinjiang. Xuan Zhuang, the famous Buddhist monk qf the
Tang Dynasty, on his way back home from India, reported the place as “rich with grain and_frmt".

After the Song Dynasty, the name “shule" came to be replaced by “Kashigar', which is Turkic in ety-
mology, meaning “decorated glazed bricks" or ‘“rich place'. In ancient times, the city walls of Kashigar
were covered with glazed decorated bricks, which glittered in the sun; consequently came the present
name.

“Ancient Kashi (short for Kashigar), connected with the Kirghiz Steppe in the north and leading to
Central Asia and West Asia in the west,and to India in the south, served as the center of the Silk
Road where merchants and camel caravans from all directions stopped for rest, and goods were stored
and shipped to all corners of the world, thus growing to be a most properous trading city on the Silk
Road in the ancient times.

With the progress of the country’s reform and adoption of the opening policy, the city, attracting
tourists and friends from all parts of the world for its important trading position and unique national
characteristics, has regained its prosperity of the old days. Now, about 50,000 people of the city en-
gage in small-scale industry, handicraft and commerce, accounting for 25 percent of the total popula-
tion of the city.

The city is endowed with many scenic spots and historic sites. Towering at a corner of the central
square of the city is the Aitigar Mosque, the biggest of its kind in China. The temple, built in the pi-
cturesque Islamic style, has a history of over 500 years. Another building that can match it in archi-
tectural beauty is the Abakh Hoja Mausoleum, built in 1640 or thereabouts, where some Islamic saints
are buried. It is said that Xiangfei, the “fragrant maid”, is also buried here and therefore it is also known
as Xiangfei's Tomb. Magnificent in structure and brilliant in decoration, the building is known far and
_wide for its architecturl beauty.

In ancient times, the population of Kashigar was composed of Qiangs, Uygurs, Hans and Aryan
llans. Aftg_r the Tang Dynasty, Uygurs became the main inhabitants of the city and even the entire
south Xln]lang. The Uygurs, by learning from the western and eastern civilizations, created a brilliant
culture of their own an‘d produced quite a number of outstanding scholars and historical figures. The
most famous of them rncludg Muhamod Kashigari, compiler of the world—known A DICTIOARYOF THE
TURK!C LANGUAG._ES. and his contemporary Yusufu Haz Hajipu, the author of the 10,000-line-long
narrative poem 9nt|tled HAPPINESS AHD WI$DOM. Both of them lived in Kashigar in the eleventh
centur_y and the_lr works havg been trgnslateq Into other lanuages and studied all over the world.

Ancnent_ Kashlggr. cle_:aked in the mist of hl;to_ry. has grown even more attractive with its charming
beau:ly. Side b)L s,fdg with Fhe archectures_ reminiscent of by—gone ages, have thrust into the sky
Zzzn f::e?el‘lﬂ _untgmgs V\:lt‘h modern facilities. The olfj and new, hpwever, go together harmoniously

gracefully in the tradltuqnal atmosphere. Uygurs in Kashigar display more striking national charac
cteristics in dresses and social customs than elsewhere in Xinjiang.

How true and reasonable it is to say that one cannot boast of a o St P
out a visit to Kashigar! ny complete tour in Xinjiang with-
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A ncient Kashigar, the earliest

known to the world market of
all the cities of North-western China,
has put on a renewed, charming look
which attracts visitors from all cor-
ners of the country and the world.
To trace the historical relics of the
Silk Road, to appreciate its wonder-
ful scenery and landscape characte-
ristic of the West of China,  thou-
sands of admirers of the city, come
here from over twenty countries
and places.including the United States
Japan, France, Great Britain, Hong
Kong and Macao. Ever since May
1st, 1986, when the Port of Hong-
gilapu. situated on the Pamir Pla-
teau, was opened to the third coun-
tries, increasing numbers of foreign
tourists have visited the city, as
both entrance and exit have become
more convenient. \

Kashigar, in the course of deve-
loping the friendly exchange  bet-
ween the west border region of
China and foreigncountries, is playing
a role of ever-increasing importance.




