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des sujets qui, & la suite des discussions eu lieu au cours:
de la Semaine, devront faire l'objet d’'un examen au cours
de la session prochaine.

Souhaitent qu'un Comité soit formé pour établir un
dictionnaire de droit Musulman destiné a faciliter I'accés
aux ouvrages de Droit Musulman et constituant un réper-
toire des connaissances juridiques musulmanes, exposées:

suivant les méthodes modernes. »
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* Travaux de la Semaine Internationale de Droit Mu-
sulman de Paris : 2-7 Juillet 1951, publ. L. Milliot — Pa-
ris, 1953.
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« Les Congressistes,

Etant donné lintérét suscité par les problémes évoqués .
au cours de la semaine De Droit Musulman et par les dis-
cussions auxquelles ils ont donné lieu, dont il est résulté
clairement que les principes du Droit Musulman ont une-
valeur indiscutable et que la variété des écoles a I'inté-
rieur de ce grand systéme juridigue implique une richesse-
de notions juridiques et de techniques remarquables, qui
permet 4 ce droit de répondre a tous les besoins d’adap-.
tation exigés par la vie moderne.

Emettent le veeu que la Semaine poursuive ses tra--

vaux ‘d’année en année. . ; :
Chargent le Bureau de la Semaine d’établir la liste-
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« The kind of society that a community builds for it-
self depend fundamentally upon its belief as to the nature
and purpose of the Universe and the place of the human
soul within it. This is familiar enough doctrine and is
reiterated from Christian pulpets week after week. But
Islam possibly the only religion which has constantly
aimed to build up a society on this principle. The prime
instrument of this purpose as law. » (1)
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(1) « Modern Trends in Islam », Prof. H.A.R. Gibb, p. 87.
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No. 1 AL - MUSLIMOON 3

mission to God. and what is the best method of obedience,
points which will be treated in the next two chapters.
BELIEF IN GOD

4. Muslims have nothing in common with atheists, poly--
theists, or those who associate others with the One God.
The Arabic word for One God is Allah which admits
neither a feminine gender nor a plural number,

5. Even the simplest, the most primitive and uncultured
man well knows that one cannot be the creator of one's:
own self : there must be a Creator of us all, of the entire
universe. Atheism denies this logical need.

6. Belief in polytheism entails the difficulty of the divi-
sion of power belween the several gods, if not a civil war
among them. It is clearly evident that all that is in the
universe is interdependent. Man, for instance, is reliant on:
plants, metals, animals and planets, even as each one
of these depends in some way on another. The division:
of Divine poWers is thus seen to be impracticable.

7. Commendably anxious not to attribute evil to God, cer-
tain thinkers have envisaged two different gods: a god
of good and 2 god of evil. The question then arises
whether the two would act in mutual accord, or come into
conflict. In the first case, the Duality is rendered redun-
dant and superfluous; and if the god of good consents to
evil, then he becomes an accomplice in the evil, thus vi-
tiating the very purpose of the Duality. In the second case,
one would have to admit the likelihood that the god of
evil would more often be victorious and obtain ascendancy..

Is one then to believe in an impotent God ?

8. Monotheism alone, pure and uncompounded, can satisfy:
reason. God is One, though He is capable of a multiplicity
of actions. Hence the multiplicity of His attributes. God
is not only the creator, but also the master of all: he rules
over the heavens and the earth; nothing moves
without His knowledge and His permission. The Prophet
Munammad has said that God has ninety-nine ¢« most.
beautiful names », for ninety-nine principal attributes :
He is the creator, the essence of the existence of all, wise,
just, merciful, omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, de-
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terminant of everything, to Whom belongs life, death, re-
.surrection, ete., ete.
9. It follows that the conception of God differs according
1o individuals : a philosopher does not envisage it in the
.same manner as the man in the street. The prophet Mu-
hammad admired the fervour of the faith of simple folk,
and often gave the example of « the faith of old women »,
that is, unshakable and full of sincere conviction. The
“beautiful little story of the elephant and a group of blind
men is well known : they had never before heard of an
elephant; so on its arrival, each of them approached the
strange animal : one laid his hand on its trunk, another
on its ear, a third on its leg, a fourth on its tail, and so
~on. On their return, each one recounted and described the
~elephant in his own manner and according to his personal
«experience: that it was like a column, like a wing, hard
like a stone, or soft and slender. Each was right, yet none
had grasped the whole truth, which was beyond his per-
«ceptive capacity. If we replace the blind men of this par-
able by searchers of the Invisible God, we can easily
realize the relative veracity of individual experiences. As
~certain mystics of early Islam have remarked: ¢ There is
a truth about God known to the man in the street, another
knoWn to the initiated, yet another to the inspired pro?
.phets, and lastly the one known to God Himself. » In the
expose given above, on the authority of the Prophet of
‘Islam, there is enough elasticity to satisfy the needs of
‘different categories of men : learned as well as ignorant,
intelligent as well'as simple, poets, artists, jurists, theolo-
gians and the rest. The point of view and the angle of
‘vision may differ according to the individual, yet the ob-
ject of vision remains constant.
10. Learned Muslims.have constructed their entire system
on a juridical basis, .where righits and duties are corres-
Jative. God has given us the oirgans and faculties which
we possess, and every gift mplies a particular obligation.
To worship God, to be thankful to Him, to obey Him, to
shun all that is at variance with His universal Divinity —
‘all these constitute the individual duties of everyone, for
which each one shall be personally responsible.
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FAITH AND BELEF

by Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah,

Professor Istanbul University.

Every individual has beliefs, in truth, in supersitions, and
sometimes even in what is based on misapprehensions.

he beliefs may change with age and experience, among
other factors. But certain beliefs are shared by a whole
groilp in common. Principle in this context is the idea
of man regarding his own existence : whence has he
ccme ? where does he got ? who has created him ? What
is the object of his existence? and so on and so forth.
The science which treats with this is religion. Belief is a
purely personal affair. Nevertheless, the history of the
human species has known in this connection many an act
of fratricidal violerice and horror, of which even the beasts
would be ashamed. The basic principle of Islam in this

matter is the following verse of the Quran (2:2586) :
« There is no compulsion in religion ; the right
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Qirectlon is henceforth distinct from error; and
he whq rejecteth the Devil and pelieveth in God
hath grasped a firm handhold which w111 never
break ; God is Hearer, Knower.»
I1 is a law of oharlty, entallmg se]f abnegatlon to guide
others and to stuve to d1spel the ignorance of fellow be-
1ngs w1thout compelhng anyone to any behef whatsever
Such is the attitude of Islam.
I, The knowledge and intelligence of man are in a process
oI contmuous evolution. The medical or mathematzcal
knowledge of a Galen or of an Euchd scarcely suffices to-
day even for the matrmulatlon exammatlon, umver51ty
students require much more knowledge than that. In the
;1eld of religious dogmas, prlmmve man was perhaps even
lncapable of the abstract notjon of a transcendental God,
Wncse worship requned neithér symbols nor mat.ena.l
1epresentat10ns His language was 1ncapab1e of trans—-
latmg sublime ideas w1thout havmg to resort to l:erms ina-
dequate for absmact niotions.
2. Islam lays very strong emphasis on the fact that man
is composed 51multaneously of two elements: his body
and his soul ; and that he should not neglect one of these
‘for the sole profit of the other. To devote oneself exclu-
sively to spiritual needs would be to aspire to become an
-angel (whereas God has dlstmctly created angels) ; to de-
dicate oneself to purely material needs would be to dege-
neraie to the condition of a beast or a plant if not a dewl
(God has created for this purpose organisms other than
‘men). Man falls short of the aim of his creation, with
this dual endowment, if he does not maintain simultane-
ously a harmonious equilibrium between the requirements
of the body and those of the soul.
‘3. Muslims owe their regious faith to Muhammad, the
‘messenger of God. The Prophet Muhammad himself once
replied to the guestion ewhat is faiths, by saying: «Thou
shalt believe in the One God, in His angelic messengers,
‘in His revealed Books, in the human bearers of this mes-
sage, in the Last Day (of Resurrection and final Judge-
nxent), and in God’s decrees as to what is good or bad.»

“On the same occasion, he explained what signifies sub-
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