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MOSLEMS AND ISLAM ON THE CHIHSSE MAINLAND % 4 f T |

The Chinese call thém the Hui tribe, and their land south of
Sinkiang province the Hui region. These are Chinese Moslems,

In the seventh century A.D,, Islam became known to the Chinese
through contacts with Persian and Arab merchants. It propagated in

China during the T'ang dynasty (618-907), the Five Dynasties (907-

960) and the Sung dynasty (960-1127) and became associated with the
Hul people.

Some scholars identify all Chinese Moslems as Huis. Others
regard only the Chinese Moslems who speak Turkish dialects-and who-
live in Sinkiang as Huls. Moslems who 1ive outside of Sinkiang and _iﬁ*ﬁ
who speak Chinese dialects are not.regérded as Huis. Still othefs
say the Hui tribe includes all believers of-Isiam who speak either
Chinese or Turkish dialects. The latter would include the six
races of Uigﬁur, Kha;ak, Kirghiz, Uzbek and Tartar our of the 14 '
inhébiting-in Sinkiang.

Mosiems speéking Turkish dialects are méinly descendents of
the Uighur racial stock. They are considered pure descendénts of
the Hsiung Nu Tartars and the Turks. Most Moslems speaking Chinese
diélects are the offspring of the Hanﬁpeople. Their ancestors were
converted into Moslems by the Arab merchants who settled permanently

in China. While more and more Chinese became disciples of Islam,

the Arab merchants themselves were gradually assimilated by the

Chinese. 1
According to the statistics published by the government in
1944 and-ﬁhe figure released by the Chinese Muslim Association in

1958 +here are more than 44 million Moslems in China. Thesé_people
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are described by Article 135 of the Constitution of the Republic ,
of China as "citizens practicing special living habits." ‘

The principal ancestors of the Hui tribe are the Turks, Some
belong to the Caucacian race of Central Asia. Originaily the Turks
werae a nbmadic pcople living in the Shensi and Kansu provinces in
Western China. During the Southern and Northérn Dynasties (é20—581),
the Turks in China were divided into Western Turks and Eastern Turks.
A branch of the Western Turks moved to Wesﬁérn Asia and'southern;
Europe to become the original inhabitants of present-day Tﬁrkey.

hox | After they seized the mainland in 1949, the Chinese Communists
arbitrarily separéted Islam believers*from the Huis. They asserted
that the Hui tribe was formed during the Yuan dynasty (1280-1368).
by the following people: 1. the peopleof Central Asia, Persia
and Arabia'who were férced to move eastward by Mongolian troops,
including masons, soldiers, merchants, scholars and nobilities:h
2. the aborigines within the boundaries of China and the Persians

and arabs who had been living in China since the T'ang dynasty§ 3.

-y_:‘the Hans, Mongols, and Yighurs who were_merged with the Moslems -

through marriage, political, economic and religious bonds and final-
ly became Huis; and 4. the Turks who came toO China from Central

Asia during”the'YUan dynasty. However, the Chinese Communists insist
that the main source of the Huis was not the Turks who originally

lived in China and its neighboring areas. ("People's Daily,"

February 22, 1960). Their purpose 1is to rébuff the request of the

"Hui tribe for "national self-determination.”

rThe Chinese Communists-use'political principles to count the

'bopulation'of the minority peoples. According to a list of minority

races published by the Communist "Kuang Min Daily"op August 31,
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1958, there were 3,559,300 Moslems on the Chinese mainlénd in that
year and 3,943,355 in 1961, They are mostly scattered in Ninghsia
province and in lessar numbers in Kansu, Honan, Hopei, Chinghai,
Shantung, Yunnan, Anhwel, Liaoning, Kwangsi, Kweichow and Sihkiang

provinces.

The vernacular and written language of the Moslems (the Huis)

is Chinese but their scriptures are in Ialamic script. Islam :-mwwdilone

provides a strict routine in daily life. Moslem men may marry

women of Chinese descent but Moslem women are forbidden to wed men

O0r other races. This practice helped expand the Moslem population

in the early days of their settlement in China. Moslem men prac- | : (W;:

tice polygamy and can have four wives. Moslem women manage family . ;

affairs and carry out daily household chores. They!are'forbidden

to have any contacts with strangers and sing or dance at home. .
They must wear veils over their faces and must not talk to men when

walking on the streets.

Most Chiﬁese Moslems are farmers and merChantsn They must
ffﬂrship,five times a day and must participate in group worship f '
e&éryseven days at the mésques. In 1944, therg'were 42,371 mosques "
1n Cﬁina. Since the middle of the Ming dynasty (1368~-1644) the
Moslems established a "diocese" and a "bishop" system throughout
the provinces where Moslems inhabited. As e;rly as 1933,thé

Chinese Comﬁunists occupied the eastern part ofﬁHinghBiaﬂpro#ince -

and established a Moslem autonomous region on the borders of

Shansi,'Kansu and Ninghsia provinces and organized a Moslem army

_—

Iin northefn china. These were the carliest contacts between the

>

Chinése Communists and Moslems. ("Kuang Min Daily," page 3,

‘September 14, 1956)
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~On October 1, 1949, the Chinese Communists proclaimed them-
 selve9 a regime and founded a so_éallmd "Chinese Islam Association”
ag a uhited front headquarters. 1In January, 1950, the Chinese
CoﬁmuniSts re~-divided the administrative éreas of Hhoslems through
the establishment of autonomous regions, thus splitting the tradi;
tional areas of the Mos lems . Autonomous regions were subdivided
into Statés; counties and viliages, ks of March, 1956, the Commu-
ﬁists'had established three Moslem autonomous states (two in Kansu,
§i¢“§ oHe in Sinkiang)éndeight autonomous Moslem counties (tﬁree
- in Kansu, two in Chiﬁghai, two in Hopei and ons 1n Sinkiang) . 'In .
‘gddition, an atttonomous county was estéblished in Kweichow for the
Moslems, theWéilingyi_and the Miao tribes'thére, ("KuangMin-Déily,"h
page 3, September 14, 1956)
In October, l953,ithe Chinese Communistc zstablished a special

disﬁrié£ éailed*the "Hsi ﬂai Ku Yuan Moelem Autonomous Region" iH -
easférn Kansu. Later, this was merged inﬁo the Ninghsia Moslem

Autonomous Region. In October, 1954, the reglon was extended

A _ ' |
to include some heighboring areas and was renamed the "RKuyuan

Moslem AutonomOUS,Stéte."

In 1954, the Chinese Communists established another Moslem
gutonomous region 1in Ninghsia_province, the "wWuchung (formerly

called Yinchuan) Moslem Autonomous State.”

- After 1956, the Chinese Communists continued to establiéh

new autonomous regions for Moslems and readjust the old ones. As

of 1970, a total of 12 Moslem autonomous counties were established.

.Creation of these regions was to tighten the Communist control of

the minority peoples. In May, 1953, the Chinese Communists

established the "Chingyuan Moslem Autonomous Region" which marked
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s:héﬁe'start of their.national autonomy control policy on the Chinese
[ mainland. ‘

After establishment of autonomous regions under the 1954
"constitution," the reyional people's congress functioned as the
local administrative.organ and region 's people's committee as
local executive organ.

The Chinese Communist guideline for socialist revolution
stipulates that economic reform includes land reform and socialist

reform. The former was aimed at abolishing private ownership and

re-Jdistributing productive means. The latter was aimed at zen-
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fiscating private propgrty through "cooperation in produétion“
and “collective farming and management." The finél objective was
to establish "people's communes" so the state could control all
productive méans and productive power.

After they_passed théir.land-reform regulations in 1952, the
Chinese Communists started a land refo:m.proéram ih the "Kuyuan
Mosleﬁ Autonomoﬁs State" and encouraged poor farmers to stxuggle'.

- against the landlords and seize their land. However, the program
‘uwet with stronyg resistance and could not be carried out. In 1953,

ithe Chinese Communisté encouraged Moslemé to join in productive
cooperatives and established many such'cooperatives'in the Kansu

B and Ninghsia proviﬂces, gimilar agricultural cooperatives were

: set up inKWangéi, Hopei and Shantung provinces éﬁd.iucal,Moslém'

-'farmerS'were forced to join 1in. ("Kuang Min Daily," 1956, Septem-
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ber- 14' October 19, 1956' and April 17, 1957)

In zutumn of 1958, the commune system was implemented. Every
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village was changed into a commune to collectivize productionf

At the same time, militia organizations were established i1n every
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During the implementatioh of a gocial and cconomi¢ reform
pefore the establishhent of Moslem autoromous regions in ﬁinghsia
province, the Chineéu Comminists carried out a purge camﬁaign
against the traditional Moslet leaders there. Starting in the
lattex half of 1957, the ﬁeds launched.an overall rectification
and anti~-rightist movement on the mainland and at the same time :&°

tried to deal a blow to the traditional'unity of the Moslems

LGgprough criticism of local nationalism. ‘Their purpose was to

Ik ‘x

N establish socialigm amony Moslem societies.

Moslems on the Chinese mainland number over 40,000,000. The
Chinese Communist pqlitical ﬁhilOSOphy and religious concept are
'contrary to those of the Moslems. At the beginning of Chinese -
dqmmuﬁist occupation of the mainland, they organized a "Chinese
Moslem Cultural Association" and a."Chinese.Islam Association"_as.
united front organizations againét the Moslems. They criticized
raligion, maintaining that religion is "the laborers' spiritual
?‘Fjgke and hinders the Party'g_socialist reconstruction“ and "a bon-
=}dagehindering the development of the laborers’ Communist ideology."
They further claimed: "Religion itself 1s reactiopary. It dis-
tributes passive and anti-sécial sentiments, propagates selfish
‘ifeas. It is Supérstitious, ignorant.and~against technolbgical
It opposes economic buildup and,cagses

and cultural revolution.

dissention." The Chinese communists pointed out that the Commuhist

world outlook and the world cutlook of wvarious religions are con-

trary and that all religions are anti-materialistic andlcontrary

" to historical materialism. They insisted that all Communist -

workers must be loyal*followers of athelism.
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Around 1958, the Chinoese Communists had purged seQefal Moslem
Jeaders in the anti-rightist campaign, including Ma Chen-wu, chief
of the "Kuyuan Moslem Autonomous State," and Ma Sung~tiny, éeputy
chief of the "Chinese Islam Ass.u:ac:iai:ic;m‘*'I and "Chinese Moslem Cul-~-
tural Association" and deputy suberintendent of the Chigese Islam
college. They were accused of being ”politically’ambitiéus persons
of anti~-Communist inclination wearingy religious garbes."

since the "cultural revolution" of 1966, cadres of edch Moslem

autonomous region and members of the "Islam Association," including

Tiu . Ke-ping, Yang Ching-jen, Ma Yu-k'uei and Pao Erh-~han,” have all
\ |
been struggled against or purged and the association was forced to

terminate its activities. At present, all Moslem autonomous regions

" and organizations are under the control of military cadres of

J chinese descent. This indicates that the Chinese Communists have

moved from the stage of using religion to the stage of destroying

‘religion.

In 1966, Mao Tse—Eung launched the "cultural revolution" and

purged Liu Shao-chi. In September of the same yéar,_many "Red

| (;; H‘h"-s |
" suards" rushed into the Ninghsia area to launch a campaign called
/g0
>

"gettlng rid of the old and establlshlng the new«" The "Red Guards" s
met with local r951stance but after January 1967 the "Revolution-

ary Rebels“ faction and the local power-holders openly étruggled

against each other. The chairman of the autonomous region's

fpeOple S commlttoe Yang ching-jen and vice chairman Ma Yu-k'uel

',were forced to mokilize the local forces and thu Moslems to fight

ayainst the "Red Guards." In 1968, the Chinese Communlsts sent

a'éavalry division from the Ianchow Military Region into Ninghsia

to'suppreés the Moslem troops. They denounced Yang Ching-jen and
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i Md'ﬁu—k“U&i and sotha 1,000 ctHotks ng “dgenﬁﬁ of dﬁihdlb ﬁhfﬁbhchev .
ih Ninghbia" and “ﬁgpitalistmnodders'within thg Party." I
The Chinese Comiunists established a preparatory group for

‘tHe Ninghsgia Moslem Autonomous Region's revolutionary committee

ih Jgnuary 1968, Howéﬁer, all members of the group except one
deputy chief who served previously as vice chairman;of the!Ninghsia
Moslem Autonomous Region were Chinese military cadres. I

On April 10, 1968, the birth of the Ninghsia Moslem Autonomous

. Region's revolutionary committee was announced. The committee was
>

W
N charge of both administrative and executive duties. After the

establishment of the committee, however, the Chinese Cqmmunists
immediately carried out the campaign of "partf rectification and
rebuilding," "purification of class ranks" and "one strike three ;
| éntis" in Ninghsia to purge the dissidents. After two years of
ruthless pufge, the Ninghsia Moslem Autonbmous Region Party com-
ﬁittee was finally estébliShed on August 15, 1971. The committee

had 53 members, 10 alternate members and a standing cqmmittee with

"8
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., the eore members and secretarics of the committee were Chinese

[" 1 members. Except one deputy secretary who was a Moslem, all’

. military and political cadres.
The above shows that the ultimate. purpose of the Chinese

. Communists is to tighten their control over the Moslems in China

and destroy their religious £aith.




