CHAPTER - 2
MUSLIMS IN EUROPE

1- Introduction

In the past, Europe has seen Muslims establish themselves
and flourish. The three most important areas where they prospered

were: Al-Andalus (Muslim Spain & Portugal), Sicily and Crete.

The Andalusian Muslim Community began 1ts eventful existence
in 711 C.E. when the Muslim Genera11TE}iq Ibn Ziyad crossed the Strait
of Jabal %E%iq (Gibraltar: Mountain of Tariq) at the head of his army.
This Community, after nine centuries of its existence altogether dis-
appeared 1n 1614 when the last of the Moriscos (forcibly baptized Spa-
nish Muslims) left Spain under the order of expulsion of 1609 which
was decreed by the King of Spain; Thus; the Andalusian part of the
Umnmah had a 1ife span of 903 years. In Al-Andalus Islamic civilization
flourished in one of its most resplendent forms. This land also remained |
a brilliant seat of Islamic learning that served as the point of radia-
tion for all Europe. Today, only several hundreds of these original ‘
Muslims have returned to Islam in Al-Andalus, forming buréeonning
new Muslims communities. However, descendants of the Andalusians are
scattered by the millions in the Mediterranean Muslim Countries,
especially in North Africa, and keep the memory of their origin and

their culture (music, cooking, dialect, last names, etc.) very much

alive.

The Muslim community of Sicily which had a history of several

hundred years ows its beginning to the efforts of Qadi Asad Ibn Al-Furat,



in the year 827 during the rule of the Aghlabid dynasty of Tunisia.
First, Sicily became part of the Tunisian State. It then became an
independent Muslim state under the Kalbid dynasty. The island was
finally seized by the Normans with the assistance of the European
Christian forces (1061 - 1091 C.E.). The Muslims who formed the
greatest majority of the population even after the Norman conquest,
were mainly of Sicilian origin, and remained a tolerated community
during the Norman period. With the fall of the Normans and the con-
quest of the 1sland by the German Emperor Henry VI in 1194, a hostile
policy was pursued against the MusHms.' This policy sought to obli-
terate Islam altogether and hence resort was made to forced conversion,
expulsion, enslavement, mass murder‘s; etc. A Muslim rebellion followed
in 1219 and was crushed 1in 1224.‘ Muslims were then banished and many
of them were sent into exile in Lucera (in the mainiand of Italy).

It was in 1246 that the Muslim community of Sicily seems to have com-
pletely extinguished out after a new rebellion of its members. was

put down. Thus, the Sicilian Muslim Community lasted for a total of

419 years.

Another important center of Islam in Europe was Crete. A
Muslim state was established there in 827 C.E. by Andalusian refugees
under the Ba]'I'J’ET dynasty. This state lasted until 961 C.E. The
Ottoman Turks reconquered the Island for the Muslims between 1645 and
1669 C.E., but .they lost it in 1898 C.E. The Muslim population, which

was Greek speaking, was then subjected to continuous persecution and

&



expulsion that led to a decrease in their percentage in the popula-
tion from 26.4% in 1881 to 11% in 1900. The entire Muslim population

was finally expelled to Turkey in 1923 after an agreement between

Greece and Turkey on population exchange.

The map of Figure 2.1 shows the areas of Europe which were

under Muslim rule at one time or another with indications of the length

of Muslim presence.

The Muslim communities which 1ive today in Europe can be divi-

ded into two categories: 1) the communities which survived the fall of

the Ottoman Empire, concentrated in Fastern Europe; and 2) the communi-
ties resulting from immigration due to the colonial past of Europe in

Muslim countries. These are concentrated mostly in Western Europe.

Islam started its spread in Eastern Europe long before the

Ottoman advance. The Muslim community of Hungary, for instance., was

active and propseroéus during the 10th and 11th centuries, until its

destruction by Catholic fanaticism in the thirteenth centuﬁy. The
movement of conversion to Islam in Eastern Europe was mainly due to
the spread of the Sufi orders which led to the Bogomile "heresy" with-
in the Christian Churches of Bosnia, Albania and Bulgaria. Bogomiles
tended toward the original Christianity evident from their rejecting
the principles of trinity, original sin, divinity of Christ, etc.

This brought the wrath of the established churches. After the efforts



of forcible conversion to the Catholic Church were stepped up by

the Kings of Hungary, the Bogomiles requested the intervention of

the Muslim forces of the Ottomans in 1463. After the incorporation

of the Bogomile lands in the Muslim state, all Bogomiles adopted

Islam within about one century. Today the Bosniacs (South-Slav Muslims),
Kortesh (Macedonian Muslims), Albanians and Pomaks (Bulgarian Muslims)
are descendants of these first Muslims. To them were added immigrants

from the two Muslim $tates of Europe: the Ottoman Empire and the Crimean
Khanate. ‘

A majority of the Muslims of Western Europe can be traced to
the colonial period. Indeed, the colonial expansion of Europe in the
19th and ZOtH centuries ended by incorporating most of the Musiim World.
This colonization transformed both the culture and the economy of Musiim
countries, culturally linking each former colony to the colonizing power
and converting its economy into an economy of consumption of exported
products. The colonial powers ended not only by importing raw materials
from their former colonies, but manpower as well when the local man-

power could not suffice for true economic expansion of the 1960's.

Figure 2.2. shows the present distribution of the Muslim Mino-
rities in Europe. Excluding the Soviet Union which will be treated
in a separate chapter and Eastern Thrace which is part of a Muslim
State (Turkey), Muslims amounted in Europe to nearly.11.6 million people

in 1971. They could be - estimated in 1982 at about 15_7 million. The
distribution by states is reported in Table 2.1. The Muslim population
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exceeds 10% in five countries: Albania (75%), Cvprus (24.4%), Yugoslavia
(20.5%), Bulgaria (19.4%) and Gibraltar (10%). It exceeds in numbers

the million point in six countries: Albania, Yugoslavia, France, the

United Kingdom and West Germany.

Table 2.1 : Muslims in Europe in 1982
(excluding USSR and Turkey)

Cauntry Mus) ims. in the total populatior
Yugoslavia 4,825,000 21.5
France 2,500,000 4.6
Albania 2,110,000 75.0
West Germany 1,800,000 2.9
Bulgaria 1,700,000 19.3
United Kingdom - 1,250,000 2.2
Netherlands 400,000 2.8
Belgium | 350,000 3.6
Greece 160,000 1.6
Cyprus | 155,000 24.4
Spain 120,000 0.3
Italy 120,009 0.2
Austria 80,000 1.1
Switzerland 70,000 1.1
Romania 65,000 0.3
Denmark 35,000 0.7
Sweden 30,000 0.3
Poland 22,000 0.06
Norwa 12,000 0.4
Other 31,000 -
Total _ 15,835,000 3.2

From official census figures, and estimates from d1fferent

* Source:
~ sources, includinag thé Muslim community



2- "Albania

Theoretically, this is the only country in Europe with
a Muslim majority. Practically, the Albanian Muslims are among the
most suppressed communities in the world. Sinée the government of Albania
follows the most fanatical brand of atheism, and since the Muslim
majority has no say in its affairs, the Muslims of Albania can be

treated as a minority in spite of their numerical majority.

Albania declared its independence from the Ottoman Empire in
November 1912. As soon as this was done, the neighbouring Christian
powers started invading entire provinces of Albania and incorporating
them into their own territories. Serbia acquired Kossovo and Western
Macedonia; Montenegro conquered the neighboring regions ana Greece
took over Khamiria including the famous city of Janina (see Figure 2.3.).
However, while Serbia and Montenegro kept the Albanian population, the
Greeks followed a policy of expulsion of Albanian Muslims from the
areas they have conquered. The original area of Albania was thus
reduced from about 70,000 km2 to only 28,748 kmZ2. A Conference of

Furopean Ambassadors met then 1n London and fixed the boundaries of

the new state gi#ing to the conquerors the results of their spoils.
Worse, these powers picked up a Christi'an foreigner Prince Wilhem of
Weid, to be the King of the new state. The latter remained in Albania

only for a few months.' A period of about ten years of anarchy followed

until Ahmed Beg Zogu declared the state to be a republic with himself




as its first president, In 1928, he became the king of the new
state. The new kingdom hardly had the time to organize itself when it
was invaded in 1939 by Italian forces which expelled the king. During
World War II, communists organized a guerrilla movement which took over
the country at the end of the war. This situation was consolidated

on November 10, 1945 when Great Britain, the USSR and the USA recog-
nized the Provisional Government led by General Enver Hoxha (a communist

of Muslim origin) with the condition of holding "free elections". The

"free elections" brought into being a parliament controlled by the
communists which declared Albania in 1946 to be a republic. The group
that had come together during World War II is still running the country

1n accordance with one of the most dogmatic forms of Stalinism.

In 1971, the population of Albania was about 2,220,000 persons

of which 1,580,000 were Muslims. Thus, about 71% of the total population
~consisted of Muslims. The natural rate of increase of population in
Albania is one of the largest in the whole world, with the result that

the total population of Albania in 1982 1s estimated to be 2,810,000 people,

of which about 2,110,000 or 75% are estimated to be Muslims. Racially,

Albanians are the descendants of Illyrians, the ancient inhabitants of
the Balkans before the Greek and Slavic invasions. The Muslims are

Sunnis and belong to the Hanafi School. The Bektashi Sufi order had

a great influence in the country.

r

Before the communist take-over, Albania was as Muslim a country

as any other Muslim country. The laws and customs were deeply



rooted in the principles of Islam. The leaders of the country were
largely committed to upholding Islamic ideals. There was a Council
of Ulema under the chairmanship of a Grand Mufti which managed the

mosques and religious schools and supervised the Islamic education

of the youth, and had a great influence in legislative matters. 1In
fact, until the country fell a prey to Communist take-over, the

Muslim community of Albania had remained religiously organized in the

same manner as 1t had been during the Ottoman period.

After 1946; the Communist establishment began to make attempts
to infiltrate into the Islamic religious system. Only those religious
leaders whose allegiance to the regime was fully assured were allowed
to survive. By 1956, the policy of infiltration was followed by a
crude policy of repression which culminated in 1967 in the virtual
banning of all forms of worship (Muslim and Christian), by closing all
Mosques (2169 Mosques) and churches in the country, by imprisoning all
imams and destroying all Muslim literature, and finally by declaring

Albania the first Atheistic country of the World. In 1976, the Govern-

ment went a step further and banned Muslim names.

At present, the Muslim community of Albania is experiencing
one of the darkest moments of its history under a regime which could be
compared, by its fanaticism and its oppression, to the Catholic Inqui-

sition established in Spain in the sixteenth century. A vociferous

effort is now afoot to destroy all allegiance to Islam in the country.

Many mosques have been razed to the ground. People who dare to show religio-

sity are ridiculed and humiliated, and sometimes have been executed.






