CHAPTER 5

MUSLIMS IN INDIA

1 - Introduction

Islam was introduced to India for the first time when Mubammad
Ibn Al1-Qasim, the Arab general of the Umayyad period, opened up
Sind with a Muslim army. Since then, and for more than one thousand
years most of India was ruled by Muslims who were organized 1in
Muslim states of various siies ana areas depending on the century
considered. The last of these -states was the Moghul Empire which
at one stage established its control over almost the entire

subcontinent.

When the British embarked upon their colonial enterprise,
they were confronted with the Muslims as their opponents. Thus,

from the beginning, British colonization of India has meant to

Muslims the obliteration of Islamic political, economic, cultural énd

religious influence. This policy was pursued in a most systema-
tic way after the failure of the 1857 Revolution which led to

the fall of the Moghul Empire. Since then, the Muslims of India

(including today's Pakistan and Bangladesh) have found themselves

more and more pushed aside by the new British colonial establish-

ment at the periphery of the social 1ifé of the subcontinent.

The British preferred Hinduslin their administration to such an

extent that by the turn of the present century, Muslims had

lost most of the influence they had wielded for more than one

thousand years.
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Nevertheless, a modern Muslim renaissance coincided with
the British striving to destroy all Muslim influence. This
attempt, however, could not retgive enough guarantees from the
Hindu majority to safeguaﬁd the identity, the culture and the
religion of the Muslims. Many Muslims, therefore, opted for
independence, for separation in the areas where Muslims were
in majority. This led to the creation of Pakistan which even-
tually split into two states (Pakistan and Bangladesh). The
Muslims found their lot greétly'i%proved in the two independent
states by gaining sovereignty and the freedom to live out
their lives as Muslims. On the other hand, the Muslims of the
areas under Hindu majority which constituted the Republic of
India, witnessed a worsening of their situation since the

achievement of independence.

The case of Kashmir 1is particularly appalling. Here, a
state which had an overwhelming Musiim majority would have

normally joined Pakistan was illegally invaded by Indian armies. Two-

- third of the state is now under Indian domination. It has been

included in this study since its Muslim population is de facto

under non-Muslim rule and thus suffers from the same handicap

that the Muslims of India suffer from. Their inclusion does not

in any way represent a recognition of this unjust de facto
situation. The status of Kashmir would be finalized when the

wish of the people about their future is allowed to prevail as was
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resolved again and again by the United Nations, in the

beginning even with the agreement of India.

At present, the_Is]émic culture of India, notwithstand-
Ing its overall homogeneity in comparison with the Hindu culture
of the subcontinent, seems to have two somewhat distinct f]avors
in the northern and southern zones of India. In the North, the

MusTims mostly follow the ﬁanéf? school and their cultural

languages are Urdu or Bengali. In.the South, the Muslims follow
the Shafi'i school and their language generally is Tamil. Indeed,
the Muslims of the South grew out of the early Muslim immigration

from South Arabia and their center of influence is the Kerala

State.

Despite their minor cultural differences - linguistic, cultural,
etc. Indian Muslims have a strong sense of common identity as Muslims.

In addition to their strong attachment to Islam, they imoress us

with their large numbers and with the fact that despite heavy odds,
their po_pﬁlation percentage has been rising. In 1971, there were
61,400,000 Muslims or 11.21% of the total Indian oopulation. This

percentage was only 9.9% in 1951. In 1981, there were about 82,200,000

Muslims on a total Indian pooulation of 685,200,000 people, or a percen-

tage of 12%. Thus in 1982, the Muslims in India are estimated to be
about 84,700,000 Muslims. However, eva%ince independence, they
have lived under persecution which, if it coﬂtinues, would endan-
ger the survival of the entire commmity. Indeed, Muslims are

continuously eliminated fram administration where their percentage
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has drooped in most ministries to a mere l%. Concerted efforts are
made to destroy their languages, to hinduize or secularize thelr
schools, and their lives and their properties are endangered by a
continuous string of violent fidts by Hindu fanatics often encouraged
by local or even central government authorities. The persecution
reached its peak in the last years of the rule of the Congress Party
(before it came back again to power) when the Ulemas were imprisoned,
a major Islamic organization l;)anned, many Muslims expelled from
their homes (e.qg. in Delhi) .and seeclally subjected in the Northern

states to forced sterilization.

The percentage of Muslims in the different states of the
Indian Union varies greatly. In 1971, Muslims were in majority in two
territories: Lakshadwep Islands {94.4%) and Jammu-Kashmir (65.9%). They
formed more than 10% of the population in seven other
territories: Assam (24.0%); West Bengal (20.5%); Kerala (19.5%);
Uttar Pradesh (15.5%); Bihar (13.5%); Karnataka (10.6%); and
Andeman-Nicobar (10.1%). Their numbefs exceeded the 10 million

point in Uttar Pardesh and the million point in twelve other

“territories.

In 1971, only five cities 1n India of more than 100,000 people

in population, had a !fuslim majority. These are Srinagar (Jammu & Kashmir),

Malegaon (Ma."narashtra) , Garden Reach (WWest Bengal), Rampur (U.P.), and

Moradabad (U.P.).
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2 - Historical Backaround

The first part of the Indian subcontinent which was
incorporated in the Muslim State was Sind (now in Pakistan) during
the Umayyad times by Muhammed Ib Qasim in 711 C.E. (92 A.H.).
Mus1im communities were also formed in these early centuries

around trading centers along the entire western shores of India

from Kerala in the South to Gujarat.

It was, however, the Ghaénavids, under Mahmoud of Ghazna

(99¢ - 1030 C.E., 388 - 421 A.H.) who brought parts of the present
day India within the fold of the Ghaznavid Muslim State. During

his reign, this State came to include most of Gujarat, the Indus
Valley as well as the Valley of the Ganges, including Benares.
Eventually, Punjab became the core of the Ghaznavid State with

Lahore as the capital until the end of the dynasty in 11806 C.E.

(582 A.H.).

The power of the Ghaznavids was inherited by the Muslim

Ghurids. Indeed Mu'izz-Din Muhammad took Ajmer and Delhi 1in

" 1192 C.E. (588 A.H.). He then put one of his Turkish commanders,

Aybak, in charge of the Indian provinces of the Ghurid Empire.
These included Punjab, Uttar Pardesh and later Bihar, Bengal

and Assam.

At the death of Mu'izz-Din in 1206 C.E. (602 A.H.), Aybak

became independent. Thus Muslim India became an independent
Muslim State with the capital at Lahore (now Pakistan). The

capital of the State was moved to Delhi during the reign of
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ITetmish(1211 - 1236 C.E., 607 - 633 A.H.). Thus Delhi became
the capital of a Mus]im state known as the Delhi Sultanate, a
state which lasted for about three centuries after which it was
conquered by the Moghul Emperor'Humayun in 1555 C.E. (962 A.H.).
In course of time the Moghul Empire united ﬁost of Northern

India under the banner of Islam until it was conquered by the

British in 1858 C.E. (1274 A.H.).

Other Muslim states were egiablished elsewhere in the
Indian subcontinent. Bengal, for instance, was part of the
Delhi Sultanate. It became an independent Muslim State with
a capital at Lakhnawati, in 1336 C.E. (737 A.H.). It was
reunited to the Delhi State by the Moghuls in 1576 C.E. (984 A.H.).
The throne of Kashmir was seized in 1335 C.E. (735 A.H.) by
Shah Mirza Swati who established a Kashmiri Muslim State which
lasted until 1589 C.E. (997 A.H.) when it was incorporated in
the Moghul Empire. Gujarat was part of the Delhi Sultanate, but
became iﬁdependent in 1321 C.E. (793 A.H.) and remained so unti]
1583 C.E. (991 A.H.) when it was incorporated in the Moghul
Empire. Other Muslim states were established in Jawnpur
(1394 - 1479 C.E., 796 - 883 A.H.); Malwa (1401 - 1531 C.E.,
804 - 937 A.H.); Deccan (1347 - 1948 C.E., 748 - 1367 A.H.);

etc.



The British

subjugate the subcontinent in the eig

hteenth century starting with

They subsequently extended their power
through Bengal to Oudh, Eentra} India

the coasta] regions.

» and Rajputana. The

Moghul Emperor, Bahadyr Shah (1837 - 1858 C.E., 1253 - 1274

the British OCcupation of India, and the country was formally

declared a part of the British 6}own.

To counter the British invasion, the Muslim masses took

their own responsibilities with the failure of their established

states to defend their territories. In the 1820's, the Mujahidin

Movement was establishment by Syed Ahmad Shahid with the aim of

ousting the British militarily. The years between 1858 (the year

of the failure of the Muslim Revolt) and 1906 (when the Muslim

League was established)were years of withdrawal for the

Muslims of India, along with a thorough sou] searching effort.

In 190€, the Muslim League was formed to seek the political
rights of the Muslims and to protect the Muslim community from
Hindu domination and British persecution. The Muslim League
cooperated with the Hindu-dominated Indian Congress to seek
the independence of India. The idea of a separate Muslim state

was put forth in 1930 by the great Muslim poet Muhammad Igbal, but
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was resisted by the Muslims. However, in view of the fanaticism
of the Indian Congress and its complete disregard for Muslim
fears of subjugation, the League was forced in 1940 to adopt
the achievement of a separate Muslim state in India as thé

major political objective of the Muslims of the subcontinent.

In 1246, the Hindu extremists started a chain of violence

‘against Muslims, leading to huge losses of 1ife and property

x

and the mass movement of more than ten million people. On

August 14, 1647, Louis Mountbatten the last British Viceroy-of
India transferred the power to the President of the Muslim League
Nugamqu‘h17'Jinnah, as the first President of the newly estab-

l1ished Muslim State of Pakistan. At the time of concluding the

agreement for the partition of India into a Muslim state and a
non-Muslim state, the British Government declared that princely
states could choose to join any of the two states, but they
should take into account the religious composition of their
states, ;heir geographical situation, and the wish of the

people. Howeﬁer, in the actual implementation of those conditions
| the Muslim state was reduced to the smallest possible dimension.
The states of Punjab and Bengal were partitioned in spite of an
overall Muslim majority in both. The State of Hyderabad in Deccan
encompassed a large area where lived 20 mi]iion people choose

to be independent as a Muslim State. It was invaded by India

and incorporated forcibly in 1948. The State of Junagadh which
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1s located in the Gujarat, opted for Pakistan in 1947. That

state too was annexed by India by force of arms. Finally, Jammu
and Kashmir, which had a preponderant ﬁﬁs1im majority and was
contiguous to Pakistan, could né)i join Pakistan in spite of

the wish of its populations because its Hindd prince wanted to
Join India. The population revolted against the Maharajah who
massacrated thousands of Mus1jms and forced emigration on

hundreds of thousands of others. Pakistan then entered to free the
territory but clashed with the In&ﬁan army. The war lasted until
January 1949 when a ceasefire came to force, leaving about on +two-
thifd of Kashmir (the most populated) in Indian hands, and one-
third formed Azad Kashmir which is administered bv Pakistan. At
the time of the conclusion of the ceasefire agreement under the
aegis of the United Nations, it was agreed by all the parties
concerned that the future of Kashmir would be decided by a
plebiscite under the supervision of the U.N. The U.N. has passed
- dozens of resolutions since then urging India to honor its

commitment. A1l these resolutions have proved of no avail and the

Indian occupation of Kashmir continues.

In 1911, the Muslims formed 21% of the population of India.
This percentage increased to 24% in 1941. After partition, Muslim
| peréentage in India fell to 9.9% in 1951. Muslims in the newly
established Mustim State of Pakistan found their lot greatly

improved by winning the right to lead their Muslim lives without
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