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CHAPTER - 6
MUSLIM MINORITIES IN THE REST OF ASIA

1- Introduction

Asia could be divided into five large sections as far as

. Muslims are concerned: 1) Muslim States; 2) India; 3) China; 4) the

‘Soviet Union; 5) Other Muslim Minorities. India, China and the Soviet

Union have been treated elsewhere in this volume; only the other

Muslim minorities will be treated in this chapter.

s

The question now is what is a Muslim State as opposed to non-

~ Muslim states where Muslims live as minorities? It is certainly not

_a]ways-easy to answer the question. The most accurate definition of

a Mus1im-Stat§_wou1d be the state whose entire philosophy of existence
is based on the teachings of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Such a state
should have as its model the State established by the Prophet Muhammad
(s.a.w.) in Medina. Such a State should be a sovereign entity and
exercise éuthority over all lands where Muslims have populations that

are-Targé enough to invest them with the governmental power. It should

be the protector and the refuge of MusTims all over the world, inde-

pendeﬁt of race, color, national identity or school of law (Madhhab).
A ctate that commits itself more towards such an ideal could also
he considered a Muslim State. Thus, a corollary of this definition

is that 1) no Muslim can be a foreigner in the Muslim State;_Z) there

could be either one single Muslim State or no Muslim State at all.



However, there are states which recognize themselves in one
way or another as belonging to the Muslim Ummah. The most outspoken
declaration of this appartenance 1is membership in the "Conference of
the Foreign Ministers of Mus]ir;l'C0untr1'es." This organization was
established as a kind of Islamic League by tHe Muslim heads of states
at Rabat (Morocco) on 25 December 1969 in response to the burning of
the Agsa Mosque in Al1-Quds (Pajestiné). The Conference has been grow-
ing ever since and served as a forum for bringing the member states
closer together and closer to Islam. The ﬁerhané;t-secretariat of the
Conference is located in Jeddah (Saudj Afabia). It has 45 member
states of which 22 are Asian states and 23 are African. These states
will be considered as the Muslim States; all other communities will
be considered minorities independent of the Muslim percentages. The
population of the Asian Muslim states totalled 522,720,000 persons in
1982 of whom about 474,780,000 were Muslims. The list of these states

and their Muslim populations are shown in Table 6.1.(See Figure 6.1).

Islam entered most of the regions of Asia during the first
century of the Hijrah. The first nuclei of Muslim communities were
‘established by Arab and Persian merchants, especially sea-farers from
South Arabia. In fact,the influence of South Arabia is such that all

Muslim communities of the Indian Ocean and further, from East Africa

to Indochina are of the Shafi'i school which is predominant 1in South

Arabia.



Muslim immigration to South-East Asia and the Far East

1s at present negligible and does not contribute much to the

growth of the Muslim communities. More important than i1mmi-

. n . ; ; ;
gration are growth by coyersion (which remains important not-

withstanding the difficulties) and natural growth which is

usually higher than that of non-Muslims.

Table 6.1

Muslim Countries of Asia in 1982

”

State Total Population Muslim Population Muslim
Percentage

Indonesia 157,230,000 141,500,000 90
Pakistan 91,580,000 28,830,000 97
Bangladesh 95,710,000 81,350,000 85
Turkey 47,920,000 47,440,000 99
Iran 40,610,000 39,760,000 99
Afghanistan 15,740,000 15,740,000 100
Iraqg 14,270,000 13,840,000 97
Saudli Arabia 10,980,000 10,430,000 95
Syria 10,700,000 9,100,000 85
Malaysia 14,760,000 7,970,000 54
North Yemen 5,420,000 5,420,000 100
Jordan . 2,840,000 2,700,000 S5
Palestine 5,300,000 2,330,000 44
South Yemen 2,040,000 2,040,000 100
Lebanon 3,080,000 2,000,000 65
Kuwait 1,590,000 1,430,000 90
Oman 940,000 930,000 99
United Arab Emirates 1,020,000 920,000 90
Bahrain 370,000 330,000 90
Qatar 230,000 220,000 95
Maldives 160,000 160,000 100
Brunel 230,000 160,000 70

Total 522,720,000 474,780,000 91
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Many minority communities in Asian states were in fact

independent Muslim states which were forcibly incorporated

into bigger non-Muslim entities. Furthermore, Muslims are

persecuted in many of the.gsian states as will be seen in this

chapter.

Table 6.2 shows that there were 18,782,000 Muslims in

the Asilan states outside the Muslim states, India, China and

the Soviet Union, in 1982. In that year, the percentage of

Muslims over the total population exceeded 10% in five states:

Singapore (17%), Mongolia (15%), Philippines (12.2%), Thailand

(12%), and Burma (10.7%).

states: Thailand, Philippines, Burma, and Sri Lanka.

Table 6.2

Philippines
Thailand
Burma

Sri Lanka

Nepal
Singapore
Cambodia
Mongolia

Taiwan
Bhutan
Viet Nam
Hong Kong
Japan
Other

Total

Muslim Minorities 1in 1982 (excepting India,
China and USSR)

Total Population

51,200,000
50,020,000
36,000,000
15,360,000

15,680,000
2,440,000
5,560,000
1,740,000

18,550,000
1,430,000
55,900,000
5,210,000
119,200,000
64,710,000

443,000,000

Number of Muslims

6,250,000
6,000,000
3,260,000
1,168,000

500,000
420,000
335,000
260,000

75,000
75,000
55,000
30,000
30,000
24,000

18,782,000
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It exceeds the million point in four

Percentage over
total population

12.2
12.0
10.7

4.6
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2- The Phil lppines

In the 16th century, the islands which make up today the
Philippines were in an advapced'State of Islamization. Three Muslim
states, extended their influence on these islands: 1) The Sulu Muslim
State, enclosing Sulu, Basilan, Palawan, Negros, Panay, Mindoro and
I'loco in the North of Luzon Islands; 2) The Maguindanao Muslim State,
enclosing the entire Island of'Mindanao; and 3) the Muslim State of

Manilad (today's Manilla) enclosing the Center of Luzon.

The Spanish were in the midst of their infamous Inquisition
against the Muslims (Moriscos) in the Iberian Peninsula. They attacked
the Muslim States of Sulu, Maguindanao and Manilad with the same fana-
ticism and ferocity with which they treated their own Muslim popula-
tion in Spain. King Philip, after whom the islands were later to be
named, gave the following order to his Admiral-in-Chief:"Conquer the
Jands and convert the people (to Catholicism)". It is against this
background that the Musiims of the so-called Phi]ippinés (Ca]]ed Moros,
the name given by the Spanish to the Muslims of Spain) had to struggle
for survival to this day, for more than four centuries. The first
victim of this colonial attack was the Muslim State of Manilad. But
Muslim resistance organized itself in the South in the islands of
Palawan, Sulu and Mindanao. These islands became part of a united
independent Muslim State of the Sulus. Spain could never conquer this

state in spite of continuous warfare, and had to recognize its inde-

pendent existence.
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In 1896, President McKinley of the U.S. decided to occupy
the Philippines to "Christianize and civilize" the people as he put it.
The Americans succeeded in conquétjng the Spanish Colony in 1899, but
the Muslim State of Sulu resisted. It fell to the American arms in'
1914 after a lTong and heroic struggle. For the first time in its his-
tory the Bangsa Moro (Muslim name for their homeland in the Philippines)
fell to non-Muslim armies and lost its independence. On March 11, 1915,
the Muslim King (Sultan) was forced_to abdicate, but was recognized as
head of the Muslim community.* It w;s only in April 1940 that the Ame-
ricans abolished the_Su1tanate of Sulu and incorporated Bangsa Moro in

the Philippines.

Thus, Bangsa Moro is a Muslim land whose population follows the
Shafi'i school. It was colonized by the Philippines in 1940 and remains
so since then. After independence from the U.S., the indigenous popu-
‘Tations of the northern islands which have been converted forcibly to
Catholicism by Spain, followed up the same policy of genocide against
the Muslims which they had inherited from the Spanish colonial estab-
1ishment and which has been encouraged and supported by the U.S. Indeed,
as soon as the U.S. completed the occupation of Bangsa Moro in 1915,
it opened it up for Christian immigration from the North. In fact, the
Bangsa Moro formed half the area of the islands. Immigration was slow
in the beginning, but after 1939 it took alarming proportions and was
even more encouraged by the government of independent Philippines.

Indeed, this government encouraged and tacitly supported hords of criminals
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which killed the Muslims and burned their villages, then took the emptied
lands for Christian settlement. The Catholic Church remained the moving

power behind the brutal de-Islamization and Christianization of the South in

the same way as it had been the'_noving power behind the Spanish Inquisition.

This situation has :forced the Muslims. in recent years to take up
arms once again to defend themselves. The struggle is led by the Moro National
Liberation Front (Chairman: Professor Nur Miswari). The Muslim population has
been suffering great hardships for the last ¢en years beéause of the fierce-
ness with which the Philippino Army has been trying to crush the urge of the
Muslims to survive and to live honorably as Muslims. A large number of .
Muslim villages have been destroyed. Many Muslim refugees fled to Sabah
(Malaysia) . The Islamic Secretariat and Libya played the roles of arbitrators
between the Philippino Government and the Bangsa Moro National Liberation
Front. There was an agreement for the autonomy of 13 provinces in the South

with large Muslim percentages. But, it seems that the Philippino Government

never wanted to find out a just solution. No wonder the negotiations soon
broke down, and the Government resumed its genocidal war against the Muslims.
Since March 1968 to March 1982, more than 100,000 Muslim civilians were done
to death by the Philippino Army, more than 300,000 Muslim houses were destro-
yed and more than 50 major v1llagq;tovms and cities have been razed by the
Filipino Army, including the old Muslim capital of Jolo. This Army was swollen
to about 300,000 soldiers fram 50,000 in the beginning of hostilities in 1972.
About three million Muslims have been displaced (of wham 100,000 have found
refuge in Sabah, Malaysia and hundreds of thousands live in misery around
Manila) and a very large number of mosques, schools, and plantations were
destroyed. 'Iﬁe entire Muslim population is in a state of disarray ard shock.

The struggle of the Muslims of Bangsa Moro however: goes on, 1n spite of all
these atrocities and the weight of the entire Phlllppmo Army.
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In 1982, there were about 6,250,000 Muslims in the

Philippines (12% of the total population). The Government

recognizes the existence of’only 2,200,000 Muslims. Muslims

are in  majority in the thirteen provinces about which an
agreement had been reached that they should constitute a Bangsa

Moro Autonomous State. These are: Palawan, Tawi-Tawi, Sulu, Basilan,
Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga del Norte, North Catabato, Maguindanao,
Sultan Kudarat, South Cotabato, Lahao Sur, Lanao Norte and Davao
Sur. The government accepts that Muslims are in majority only in
Tawi-Tawil, Sulu, Basilan, Maguindanao and Lanao Sur. It also claims
that they form more than one tenth of the population but less than
50% in Zamboanga del Sur, North Catabato and Sultan Kudarat (see
Figure 6.2). Actually there are large Muslim communities in all

the other provinces of Mindanao as well as in the region of Manila.
Many Christian Phi1ippinos convert to Islam in spite of the war.

Muslim lands have a total area of 117,000 km2 (

2)

total Philippines

289,000 km
2

and the area of the 13 provinces is approximately

60,000 km~, comprising the Sulu Archipe]ago,.the istand of Palawan

-and the Western part of Mindanao. Muslims belong to several ethnic

groups: the most important being the Tausugs (Basilan, Sulu,

Tawi-Tawi) and the Maguindanaos (Lanao-del-Sur).

There are about 3,000 mosques in the country, especially

in the South. Marawi City and Jolo could be considered the re1igiods
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