¥ ] CHAPTER - 7

MUSLIM MINORITIES IN AFRICA

1- Introduction

Like Asia, Africa is the home of the heartland of the Muslim
world. We defined a Muslim country in Chapter 6 as a state which iden-
tifies itself to be Islamic and the minimum taken of such an identifi-
cation is its full membership in the Conference of Foreign Ministers

of Muslim States. Fortyfive countries are members of this Conference,

of which 22 countries are in Asia and 23 others are in Africa. The
23 African Muslim states are reported in Table 7.1. They had, in 1982,

a total population of 192,400,000 of whom 161,940,000 were Muslims.

It 1s to be noted that among these African Muslim countries,
Muslims are numerically in minority in three of them(Uganda,
Benin and Gabon), but their percentage i1is increasing drama-

tically. In the rest of Africa, Muslims are de facto minority

regardless of their numerical percentage (see figure 7.1).

The Muslim minorities of Africa came into being by three
different ways: 1) Muslim lands which have been conquered by colonial
powers and enclosed into larger units where they found themselves in
minority; 2) movement of conversion of non-Muslim populations to

Islam; and 3) Muslim emigration to low Muslim-density areas.
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Table 7.1 : Muslim Countries in Africa(in 1982)

Country Total Muslim Muslim
Population Population Percentage

Egypt 44,370,000 40,820,000 92
Morocco 22,230,000 22,000,000 89
Algeria 19,920,000 19,720,000 99
Sudan 20,320,000 17,280,000 85
_ Tunisia 6,760,000 6,690,000 99
ﬁSb Mali 7,100,000 6,390,000 90
Uganda 14,550,000 5,820,000 40
Senegal 5,960,000 5;360,000 90
Cameroon 8,930,000 5,350,000 60
Niger 5,760,000 5,190,000 90
Gpinea 5,720,000 4,880,000 85
Upper Volta 7,160,000 4,300,000 60
Chad 4,810,000 3,850,000 80
Somalia 3,800,000 3,800,000 100
Libya 3,210,000 3,180,000 59
Sierra Leone 3,540,000 2,120,000 60
Mauritania 1,660,000 1,660,000 100
" Benin 3,700,000 1,480,000 40
Gambia 640,000 625,000 98
Djibouti 500,000 500,000 100
Guinea-Bissau 670,000 470,000 70
Comoros 390,000 388,000 99
. Gabon 670,000 67,000 10
Total 192,400,000 161,940,000 84




The Muslims in Africa follow two main schools of Islamic law:
the Maliki school in West, North and Equatorial Africa, and the Shafi'i
school in the greatest part of East and South Africa. There are impor-
tant pockets which follow the Hanafi school in Algeria, Tunisia, Libya
and Egypt (since the establishment of Ottoman rule over these states)

as well as in South Africa (for those Muslims who are of Indian origin).

ﬂ?hg MusTims have suffered greatly under the colonial regimes in
Africa. In fact, almost all wars of resistance to colonial encroach-
ment in Africa were inspired by Islam and led by Muslims. As soon as
the colonial powers were able to overcome such resistance, they embarked
on an effort of "pacification" by the army and the church. Indeed,
most schools in Africa have remained under the control of the Christian
missions. Thus, for fear of losing their children to Christian evange-
1ism, Muslims were forced to keep out of these schools. After the
independence of African countries, Muslims often found themselves in
X such a backward state that they could not compete with the graduates
4E2> of the mission schools. Thus, the influence of Muslims as well as
other non-Christians as compared with the Christians became marginal

in most of the countries where they were not in overwhelming majority.
In such countries, Muslims are often among the poorest classes of the
society and the least schooled. The situation is more serious 1in

Fast Africa, where Muslims were subjected to Christian missionary
proselytization, and both the colonial powers and the Christian missions

let loose a flood of propaganda aimed at distorting and defaming théir

beliefs and their past. ;

“ ~ 1Y -




Inspite of all handicaps, Islam has continued to
spread in Africa. The strength of the Truth in it, 1ts logic,
1ts insistence on equality of all men, the coherence of its -

doctrines make it a formidable competitor to the Christian

foreign missions.

The Muslim minorities of Africa are reported in Table

ﬁED’ 7.2 for 1982. They totalled 114,200,000 Muslims. About 48% of
them were Nigerians, and 93% lived in eight countries: Nigeria,
Ethiopia, Tanzania, Kenya, Mozambigque, Ghana, Ivory Coast and
Zaire. Actually, Muslims were in numeral majority in three of . -
these countries: Nigeria, Ethiopia and Tanzania. But while
Muslims are partners in the Nigerian establishment albeit well
below what their percentage in the population entitles them
to, their situation is all different in Tanzania and worst in
Ethiopia where they are COmpletely at the margin of public

life. Muslims in these countries will still be considered

minority, because they are as such in all domains except 1n
numbers. Muslims form more than a guarter of the popuiation

in nine other African states, where they are also more
numerous than the Christiam populations which control these
countries. The number of Muslims exceeds ten million people

in three states: Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Tanzania.

In 1971, the total mumber of Muslims in minority in Africa was
“about 86 million people, while the total Muslim population of Africa

amounted to about 202 millions. In 1982, there were about 276,190,000




Table 7.2 : Muslim Minorities in Africa(in 1982)

iy Population  Population Pereomtage.
Nigeria 91,440,000 54,860,000 60
Ethiopia 34,100,000 20,460,000 - 60
Tanzania 18,930,000 10,410,000 55
Kenva 17,780,000 5,330,000 30
T Mozambigue 10,930,000 4,920,000 45
i Ghana 12,910,000 4,240,000 33
Ivory Coast 8,580,000 3,000,000 35
Zalre 31,150,000 2,800,000 9
Malawi 6,370,000 2,550,000 40
Centre-African Rep. 2,460,000 980,000 40
Madagascar 8,930,000 890,000 10
Liberia 1,960,000 880,000 45
Zambia 6,190,000 740,000 12
Togo 2,680,000 670,000 25
South Africa 29,610,000 510,000
Rwanda 5,460,000 380,000
Burundi 4,510,000 230,000
,ﬁf’ Mauritius 810,000 162,000 20
s Zimbapwe 7,770,000 62,000 0.8
' Ceuta & Melilla 130,000 47,000 36
Mayotte 5.3 , 000 37,000 70
Congo 1,640,000 33,000 2
Reunion 546,000 14,000 -
Others 11,411,000 15,000 0.1
Total 316,350,000 114,200,000 36.1



MusTims in Africa of a total African population of 508,700,000.
Thus, with a Muslim percentage of 54% Africa is the Muslim Continent

of the World. About 41% of all African Muslims lived in a minority

status.

It would be stressed that the figures mentioned above are the
best estimates. Exact figures are difficult to come by, and official

censuses aften give unacceptably lower figqures.

2- Nigeria

The heartland of Islam in Nigeria is in the North. Indeed,
this region saw the development of the Empire of Kanem in the 11th
century. This Empire extended both to the East and the West of Lake
Chad. Islamization of the Empiré started by that t%me and by the
14th century, it was almost complete. By then the Empire became re-
duced to Bornu which was one of its provinces. Meanwhile, Muslim

ﬂ" states were estabHShed at Kano, Zaria, Daura, Gobir and Katsina,
which all became centers of learning and civilization of no less im-

- portance than the Muslim cities of the Mediterranean and the East.

In the 16th Century, these small Muslim states were all united
by the Muslim state of Kanem and then by the Songhai Empire whose
capital was Gao (on Niger River, in Mali today). The architect of

this great unitary effort was Mohammed Askia the Great, one of the
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greatest Muslim leaders of all times. The unity, however, did not

last long, and the state broke up into small units which were reunited

again by the Muslim states of Bornu and Kebbi.

By the end of the 18th century a great Islamic revival took
place under the leadership of Imam Othman Dan Fodio. Imam Othman was
a learned man and a pious Muslim. He performed the pilgrimage to Mecca

‘i;) and travelled widely in Muslim lands. He united most Muslim states
into a large unit, promulgated Islamic law and defeated the enemy of
the Muslims, the King of Gobar 1in 1802. He was declared "Sarkin
Musulmi" (Amir Al-MIminin) and built up a Muslim state extending
from Gandu to Adama and including temporarily the Bornu State. Othman
was succeeded by his son Bello (Sultan of Sokoto) who became the suze-
rain of all the Fulani Muslim states. Bornu gained independence under
Mohammed Al-Ameen Al-Kanemi who was succeeded by his son Omar. 1In

1893, Rabah Zubayr took over to lead a war of resistance against Euro-

pean penetration, but was killed by the French.

By 1850, a stream of European Christian missionaries preceded
the European armies to what is now Nigeria. The first British colony
Qas established in Lagos in 1861. In 1884, the Royal Niger Company
was established. The British then proceeded to conquer the southern

non-Maslim kingdoms and in 1900 established the Protectorate of Southern

Nigeria. The Mus1im forth became a zone of British influence by agree-

. ment with the French. The British then proceeded'to conquer the Muslim
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North between 1902 and 1906 and consolidated the Protectorate of

Northern Nigeria. 1In 1912, Northern and Southern Nigeria were united

to form the present day Nigeria, thus bringing large non-Muslim and

Muslim populations together under one state. This unity helped the

spread of Islam toward the southern regiohs, especially in the south-

west among the Yorouba.

Nigeria became an independent Federation in 1960, made of
three states: North, West and East. In 1963, a Mid-West State was
carved out of the Western State. The Federation is a member of the
Commonwealth and a Republic since 1963. The first Pr{me Minister was
a highly respected Muslim Abu-Bakr Tafawa Balewa. He was assassinated
in a military coup in 1966 along with the Premier of Northern Rigeria,
another Muslim leader of international repute, Ahmadu Bello. In 1975,
another Muslim, General Murtala Ramat Mohammed became head of state
but was assassinated in an attempted coup in 1976. In the early 1970's,
the country was divided into 19 states instead of the original four

states.

The census of 1963 gave the total population of Nigeria as
55,670,000 persons of whom about 48% were Muslim and 34% were Chris-

tian. By 1982, the total population was about 91,440,000 of whom 60%

were Muslims, or about 54,860,000 Muslims. However, there is consi-

derable uncertainty about the total population and the values of the
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percentages are also highly doubtful. The 60Y figure is the most

probable estimate. The Muslim distribution by state 1is shown in

Figure 7.2.

There are about 250 1inguistic groups in Nigeria. However,
sixty percent of the population speak one of the following four lan-

guages: Hausa, Fulani, Yoruba (South-west) and Ibo (South-east).

The Muslim groups are the Hausa, the Fulani, the Kanemis, the
Kanuris, the Bagirmis, the Wadayans, etc. The most numerous are the
Hausa, whose Islamization started in the 14th Century but became com-
plete only in the twentieth century. They numbered in 1962 .about
17 million persons and are concentrated in the northern states. Their
language has a deep'Is1amic tradition. It was written in the Arabic
script and was used by many Muslim states; It 1s also spoken in the
neighboring Niger. The Fulani (Peuhl) are spread all over West Africa;
they are one of the most ardent agents of Islamization and they were
great empire builders in the past. Their Islamization wés comp]etéd
by the seventeenth century. In Nigeria, they numbered about 9 million
people in 1982 mostly in the northern states. The Kanuris, numbering |
about 4 million in Nigeria live mostly in the Bornu State. About 40%
of the Yorouba, or 9 million people, in the South-West have adopted
Islam. The remaining 16 million Muslims of Nigeria are made up of
such groups as the Kanemis, the Bagirmis, the Wadayans, the Nupe, the

Mandara, the Kotoko and parts of 311 other groups of Nigeria, including







