CHAPTER - 9
ISLAM IN THE PACIFIC

1- Introduction

The Western Pacific regions were certainly crossed by Arab
tradesmen in their way from Arabia to China. But Arabs never settled
in the Pacific islands the way they did-in Java and Sumatra. Later,
after the sixteenth century and the Islamization of Indonesia many
Mus1lims from the Indonesian islands visited regularly the northern
coast of Australia, and New Guinea as well as the neichbouring islards.
The first European explorers did mention this Islamic presence,
especially in Australia. For instance, when the Spanish explorer Torres
visited New Guinea in 1606, he mentioned a higher civilization in the
western part of the island due to "strong contacts with Muslims of
the Molucca islands"”. Similarly, when Mathew Flinders visited the
north-western shore of Australia in 1802 he found Muslim fishermen
from Timor and Sulawezi islands. Thus, Islamic ﬁresence in the-Pacific

certainly pre-dated the European colonization.

The Muslim i1mmigration to the Pacific which has left traces
to this day can be divided in at least eight waves. The first was
the Malay wave which started by 1850, and continued until 1930. It
brought Muslim Malays to the north-eastern, northern and north-western
shores of Australia. The Malays came as pearl divers or as indentured
laborers in sugar cane plantations. Few of the descendants of this
iﬁmigration remained Muslim. The second wave was that of "Afghans"
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il

- 329 -



- ¥

1862 to 1930. This wave of Muslim immigrants originated mainly in the
present-day Pakistan. These "Afghans" helped build up the econamy of
the desert areas of Australia. However, only men were allowed to settle
in Australia. The result was that few of those who are of part "Afghan"
Origin remained within the Islamic fold. The third wave started in 1872
with the deportation of Algerian freedom fighters by the French to
1'Ile des Pins in New Caledonia. The fourth wave is made up by

Indian immigration from about 1879 to 1916. Indian Muslims came as
indentured laborers in the sugar cane plantations mainly to the Fiji
1slands, but also to Queensland in Australia. Some traders emigrated
from Gujarat to New Zealand. Most of the descendants of these

immigrants are still Muslims and form the bulk of the Muslim population

of Fiji.

The first four waves could be termed as old immigration.
After the World War I, Albanian refugees came to Australia and New
Zealand, Their immigration started from 1920 and 1as£ed ti1l about
1950. After the World War II they were joined by a yugoslav Muslim
wave as well as a Turkish Cypriot wave. The immigration of both
Yugoslav and Cypriot Muslims started from 1948 and lasted until 7960.
Finally a large number of Muslims settled in Australia after 1960. °
These Muslims came mainly from Turkey and Lebanon, but also from Greecé,
_.Pakistan, Egypt and Syria, Most of the Muslims who came after 1920

remained Muslims, albeit at different stages of assimilation in the

majority community.



numbered about 260,000 persons in 1982. In this total are

not included the populations of Indonesia (including West
Irian) and the Philippines which are considered to be part

of Asia. At - present (1982), Muslims are organized in

five countries of the Pacific: Australia, Fiji, New Zealand,

- New Caledonia and Papua New Guinea. Muslims are also organi-
zed 1n Christmas Island and Cocos Islands which are under the
Australian jurisdiction (administered by Australia) and thus
are counted with the Muslims of Australia. The highest percen-
tage of Muslims is in Fiji Islands (7.7%) whereas the highest
number of Muslims is in Australié (170,000 Muslims). However,
the number of Muslims is increasing fast in all the above
mentioned territories and Muslims are expected to organize

themselves soon in the other territories of the Pacific.

Table 9.1 : Muslims in the Pacific in 1982
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Muslim Muslim Muslim Percen

bt} Population Population ;;igi ?Zfilation
Australia 15,100,000 170,000 1.1
Fiji 650,000 ' 50,000 7.7
New Caledonia 140,000 14,000 10.0
New Zealand 3,130,000 12,000 0.4 ‘
' Other 4,540,000 14,000 0.3
Total 23,560,000 260,000 1.1

wpell

______-__—___--_—__,_'—___—_—-_-—l-_—_ .



-4 -

2- Australia: Formation of a Community

The first Muslims to arrive on the coasts of Australia were
Arab traders after the 10th century, followed in the fifteenth century

by fishermen from the Indonesian 1slands, especially Makassar, Timor

and the Moluccas.,

The present Muslim community of Australia, however, traces
1ts origin to 1860 when Dost Mohomet, a Pathan from Kashmir and two
other Afghan Muslims arrived in Melbourne with a string of 24 camels
from Peshawar for use in the Bourke and Wills expedition across the
Australian desert. In 1866, 12 more camel drivers were brought from
Karachi along with 120 camels. Many more came after them and their
contribution to the development of Australia was enormous compared to
thelr numbers. Most of the Muslim camel drivers came from the present-
day Pakistan. Somé also came from India, Iran and Afghanistan. But
since most of them were Pushtu-speakers they weré all called "Afghans"
or just-"Ghans". In due time, they increased in numbers and became came]
owners and breeders, as well as merchants, haulage contractors, hawkers

and mailmen throughout the Australian continent.

Their main area of concentration was South Australia. From
there they spread out to all parts of the arid inland. They contributed
in ‘all explorations of the hinterland. They were employed on the
building of the first Overland Telegraph Line across the continent

from Adelaide to Darwin, and helped build the Trans-Australia Railway

from Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta.
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This community produced outstanding personalities such as
Abdul-Wadi who operated on such a large scale that he was able to
import 500 camels at a time. Hanji Mahomet Allum was born in Kandahar
in Afghanistan in 1858 and emigrated to Australia in 1885. He became
tamous all over Australia as a great herbalist, healer and teacher

of Islam and a great champion of the poor. He died in 1964 in

Adelaide at the advanced age of 106.

"Afghans" were treated almost like slaves by the English.
Most of them did not come of their free will to Australia. When
they came, they were not allowed to bring their womenfolk, a fact
which prevented the growth of viable Muslim communities. They were
treated with disdain and were made free targets of the Christian
prozelytization. The "Afghans" faced the problem of marriage in
many ways. Some of them refused to get married with non-Musiim women;
others tried to convert white or aboriginal women and marry them in
Is1amic;manner; still others married any women they-met without
bothering much about the future of their offspring, The result is that
today there ére about 15,000 persons of part Afghan origin who can be
divided into about 3,000 persons of white mothers, and 12,000 of
aboriginal mothers. Bbout 80% of these Afghans ;re at present
Cﬁristian whereas the remaining 20% identify themselves vaguely as
- Mus1ims. Notwithstanding their formal profession of Christianity, they
all have strong feeling of common Afghan bond. A1l of them feel

completely alienated and many of them are returning to Islam and
regaining their lost Islamic identity and dignity.

.
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Since 1860 C.E. the waters from Broome in West Australia,
through Darwin in the Northern Territory to Thursday Island in
Queensland produced up to 80 percent of the world's pearls. Many of
the divers were Muslims from Indonesia and Malaysia. Some of them
remained Muslims and formed communities. Although they were allowed
to bring their wives, their descendants are in an advanéed stage of
assimilation and only a fraction of them still identifies itself as
Mus14im. The same could be said about the indentured laborers brought
from the Indonesian islands and India to the northern shores of
Queensland from Rockhampton to Cairns for the sugar cane fields, around
the same period as the pearl divers. However, there is among them a

perceptible desire to return to Islam today.

After the World War I a new wave of Muslims reached Australia.
They were Albanians, who came with other European immigrants W1thout
being noticed as being of the Muslim faith by the then fanatic author1t1esj
Most of the immigrants were men who became active in farming: tobacco
in North Queensland and fruits in Victoria. Although they settled down
in Australia yet they generally abstained from marrying locally. A great
many of them went back in the 1930's to their homelands in Eastern

Europe (Yugoslavia, Greece, Albania) and returned to Australia with

Muslim wives.

After the World War II, more Albanians immigrated to Australia,
esﬁécia]ly from Greece and Yugoslavia. Bosniac Muslims arrived also
. from Yugoslavia and became veryi;étive in Islamic organizational efforts
- in Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney, Also Turkish Cypriots came in

1arge numbers to Sydney and Melbourne between 1948 and ]952.
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Since 1968, a large number of Muslims especially from Turkey
and Lebanon, have been admitted to Australia as factory workers. Many
Muslims also arrived from Egypt, Syria, Fiji, India and Pakistan.
Some Muslims came from China, Burma and the Soviet Union as well.

Many Australian converts joined this multinational Muslim community.

In 1982 the number of Muslims-in Australia could be
estimated at 170,000 personé. Among whom about 90,.000 Muslims 1ive
in New South Wales, 60,000 Muslims live in Victoria and the remaining
20,000 Muslims in the other states including Christmas Island and Cocos.
Muslims are in a majority in these islands, and many of them are being
resettied in West Australia. In terms of origin, about 70,000 Muslims
are Turkish (from Turkey, Cyprus and Greece); 20, 000 are Arab (Lebanon,
Egypt and Syria); 25, 000 are Albanians and Yugoslavs, and the remaining

25,000 are of various origins but mainly Malay and Afghan-Indians

(India, Pakistan, Fiji, etc.).

Most Muslims are workers -in factories; some are farmers;
others are professionals and university teachers. There are about
500 Muslim students in the universities and several hundred

Muslims in the diplomatic corps in Canberra, the capital of the

country.
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3- Australia: Local Organization

The effective history of Islamic presence in Australia could
be dated from 1860, and thus has lasted about 120 years. During this
period the Muslims tried to organize themselves twice. The first
effort at organization started in the 1880's and was a complete
failure by 1948. The second effort started'in 1948 and is continuing
successfully, increasing in depth, scopeaand trying to absorb the

elements of the first organization.

The first organization was due mainly to the Afghan
immigrants who had to live in small outback communities, usually
on one edge of the towns. These "Ghan" towns consisted of an
irregular collection of corrugated iron huts, cottages and sheds.
Each of these communities had a mosque which was the focal point of
the "Ghan" town. The organization of the community was “"ritualistic"
rather than "idealistic". In other words, the ofaest or most
know]edéeab]e man acted as-the Imam and led the religious activity
of the community. Little attention was paid to the education of the
offspring. The mosque itself was a place of worship and was often a
simp1e hut, sometimes a stone-built hall for prayers, but could in no
way act as a community center., Most often, the Imam acted as trustee .
with full powers over the mosque, but besides the mosque as such there
wa; no organization of the community. The leaders of the community
were harsh and rigid, unable to implant Islam in the new environment.

They were also quick to expel from the community any one who

violated the ..ethics of the community. For instance,
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if a son indulged in drinking or dating, he was brought by the
father to the mosque and disowned publicly. Given the fact that
all the offsprings of the immigrants were of mixed parentage,

there was no way for such an organization to survive after the first

generation.

The core of the "Ghan" Muslim community was South Australia
with "Ghan" towns in such places as Oodnatta, Marree, Hergott
*Springs, Farina, Tarcoola and Port Augusta. Muslims built large
mosques in Qodnatta, Marree, Farina, and especially Adelaide, the
capital of South Australia. The mosque of Adelaide was among the
biggest Afghan mosques. It was built under the leadership of Hanji
Mulla Morbin. The land was bought 1n 1889 and the mosque was
built in 1891. From South Australia, the Muslims moved to the other
states where they established communities in New South Wales at
Broken Hill, Wilcannia, and Bourke. The mosque jn Broken Hi111 was
the largest in New South Wales. In Queensland, "Afghan" communities
were established in Cloncurry, Duchess, and Brisbane the capital
of the state. The Brisbane mosque, the largest in Queensland, was
5u11t in 1907 with the efforts of Abdul Ghiath and Mohammed Hasan.
West Australia became the most important statelof Muslim settlement
with Muslim communities in Marble Bar, Meekatharra, Wiluna, Ké]géorlie,
Coolgardie and Perth. The most important mosques were in Coolgardie,
a mining town, and Perth, the capital of the state. Construction of

the Perth mosque started in 1895 and lasted until 1905 after great
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efforts by the community.
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