CHAPTER ~ 10

CONCLUSIONS

1 - Number of Muslims in the World Today

It is now possible to draw a table of the number of
Muslims around the world including regions where they live 1in
majority or minority. Muslim majority is defined as those
Muélims who live in those countries which define themselves
as Muslim by being members of the Conference of the Foreign
Ministers of Muslim States whose permanent secretariat is 1in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Table 10.1 gives the Muslim population
figures of these.45 states which are located in Africa (23
states), Asia (21 states) and Europe (1 state), as well as the
numerical percentages of Muslims in these states. The total
population 1n these states amounted in 1982 to 715,120,000
persons of which 636,720,006 are Muslims (89%). Of these
181,155,000 are residents of the 22 members of the Arab League
(167,340,000 Muslims or 92.4% of total population). Thus, the

Arab Muslims make up about 26.3% of the total number of Muslims

living in states which define themselves as Muslim stateg

Table 10.2 lists the countries with Muslim minorities
exceeding 100,000 persons, with theilr Muslim population and
Muslim percentage. There are 43 such countries, of which 18
- are in Africa, 11 in Asia, 13 in Europe, 7 in America and 1 1in
"Oceania. The total number of Muslims in states where they are
in minority amo;nted to about 392,707,000 persons in 1982.

Thus, the total number of Muslims in the world was about




1,029,4%),000 in 1982. Minorities make up 38.1% of the total
numbexr of Muslims on Earth and Arab Muslims form about 16.3%

of the Muslim total. The total percentage of Muslims in the

world 1s 25%.

Table 10.3 shows the Muslim distribution by continent.
It is seen that 68.3% of all Muslims live in Asia, 27.4% live
in Africa and the remaining 4.3% live in the other continents

of the world (see Figure 10.1).

continued...

Table 10.1 Muslim States (1982)
(* Arab States)

No.  state Coninent  ,MSLT L MSLin | percen
1. Indonesila Asia 157,230,000 141,500,000 90
2. Pakistan Asia 91,580,000 88,830,000 97
3. Bangladesh Asla 95,710,000 81,350,000 85
4. Turkey Asi¢. 4« Europe 47,920,000 47,440,000 99
5. Egypt * Africa 44,370,000 40,820,000 92
6. Iran Asia 40,619,000 39,760,000 o4
7. Morocco * Africa 22,230,000 22,000,000 99
8. Algeria * Africa 19,920,000 19,720,000 99
9. Sudan * Africa 20,320,000 17,280,000 90

10. Afghanistan Asla 15,740,000 15,740,000 100

11. Iraqg * Asia 14,270,000 13,840,000 97

12. Saudi Arabia* Asila 10,980,000 10,430,000 95

13. Syria * Asilia 10,700,000 9,100,000 85

14. Malaysia Asia 14,760,000 7,970,000 54

15. Tunisia * Africa 6,760,000 6,690,000 99

16. Mali Africa 7,100,000 6,390,000 90
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Table 10.1 : Muslim States - 1982 (continued)

No- State CoRThdrint Pogﬁiii?on Pogziitlzon : Pe?gg;f‘:g
17. Uganda Africa 14,550,000 5,820,000 40
18. North Yemen*  agia 5,420,000 5,420,000 100
19. Senegal Africa 5,960,000 5,360,000 90
20. Cameroon Africa 8,930,000 5,350,000 60
2l. Niger Africa 5,760,000 5,190,000 90
22. Guilnea Africa 5,750,000 4,880,000 85
23. Beurliiva Ruye Africa 7,160,000 4,300,000 60
24. Chad Africa 4,810,000 3,850,000 80
25. Somalia* Africa 3,800,000 3,800,000 100
26. Libya* Africa 3,210,000 3,180,000 99
27. Jordan* Asia 2,840,000 2,700,000 95
28. Palestine* Asia 5,300,000 2,330,000 44
29. Sierra leone  Africa 3,540,000 2,120,000 60
30. South Yemen* Asia 2,040,000 2,040,000 100
©31. Lebanon * Asia 3,080,000 2,000,000 65
"32. Mauritania* Africa 1,660,000 1,660,000 100
33. Benin Africa 3,700,000 1,480,000 40
34. Kuwait?* Asia 1,590,000 1,430,000 90
35. Oman * Asla 940,000 930,000 99
36. United Arab* Asia 1,020,000 920,000 90

Emirates

37. Gambia Africa 640,000 625,000 98
38. Djibouti* Africa 500,000 500,000 100
39. Guinea-Bissau Africa 670,000 470,000 70
40. Comoros Africa 390,000 388,000 99
41. Bahrain * Asia 370,000 330,000 90
42. Qatar * Asia 230,000 220,000 95
43. Maldives Asia 160,000 160,000 100
44. BruneiDu-Sddim Asia 230,000 160,000 70
45. Gabon Africa 670,000 67,000 10
Total 715,120,000 636,720,000 89




Table 10.2 Muslim Minorities in the world (1982)
No. Country Gt { ok Muslim Muslim
Population Percentage
1. China Asia 107,000,000 10.5
& » India Asia 84,700,000 12.0
L Nigeria Africa 54,860,000 60.0
4. Soviet Union Europe-Asia 47,330,000 17.8
D . Ethiopia Africa 20,460,000 60.0
6. Tanzania Africa 10,410,000 55.0
? Philippines Asia 6,250,000 18 it
B Thailand Asia 6,000,000 12.0
9. Kenya Africa 5,330,000 30.0
10. Mozambique Africa 4,920,000 45.0
11. Yugoslavia Europe 4,325,000 2}4.5
12. Ghana Africa 4,240,000 33.0
13 Burma Asia 3,560,000 10.7
14. Ivory Coast Africa 3,000,000 35.0
15 The U.S. America 3,000,000 1.3
l6. Zaire Africa 2,800,000 9.0
17 Malawi Africa 2,550,000 40.0
18 France Europe 2,500,000 4.6
19. Albania Europe 2,110,000 75.0
20. West Germany Europe 1,800,000 2.9
21. Bulgaria Europe 1,700,000 19.3
22 United Kingdom Europe 1,250,000 " .
23. Sri Lanka Asla 1,168,000 7.6
24 . Centrafrican E Africa 980,000 40.0
25. Madagascar Africa 890,000 10.0
26. Liberia Africa 880,000 45.0
27. Zambila Africa 740,000 12.0
28. Togo Africa 670,000 25 .1
29. Nepal Asia 500,000 3.2
30. South Africa G it 510,000 1.7
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Table 10.2

Country

Singapore
Argentina
Netherlands
Rwanda
Brazil
Belgium
Cambodia
Outer Mongolia
Burundi
Australia
Mauritius

Trinidad &
Tobago

Greece
Cyprus
Ssurinam
Guyana
Spaln
Canada
Italy
OTHER

Total

Continent

Asila
America
Europe
Africa
America
Europe
Asla
Asla
Africa
Oceanila

Africa
America

Europe
Europe
America
America
Europe
America

Europe

Muslim Minorities in the world

Muslim
Population

420,000
400,000
400,000
380,000
380,000
350,000
335,000
260,000
230,000
170,000
162,000

160,000

160,000
155,000
150,000
130,000
120,000
120,000
120,000

1,272,000
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(1982) (continue

Muslim
Percentage

17.0
l.4
2B
7.0
0.3
3.6
6.0

15 .4
5.0
1.1

20.0

13.0

1.6
24.4
30.4
15.0

0.3

0.2

J«D

11.6%




Table 10.3 : Muslims in the world in 1982

Continent Muslim Majorities Muslim Minorities Total
Asia 468,600,000 239,362,000 707,962,000
Africa 162,120,000 114,200,000 276,320,000
Europe 6,000,000 34,285,000 40,225,000
Oceania - 260,000 260,000
Total : 636,720,000 392,707,000 1,029,447,000

Ten Muslim groups form 71.3% of the Muslim population
of the world. These are by order of numbers: Indonesia, China,
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nigeria, Turkey, Soviet Union,
Egypt and Iran. Of the ten, four are Muslim minorities (China,
India, Nigeria and Soviet Union) which have a total population
of nearly 294 million or about 75% of the total population of
Muslims 1n minority area. The 6 Muslim countries include a
total Muslim population of about 440 million or 69% of the

total population of Muslims in majority areas.

The above tables thus show that Muslims aré present in
all the countries of the world, that the minorities are of
immense numerical importance for the Muslim Ummah, and that
Muslim majorities are as much split in a number of small states
as are the minorities. The rate of increase of Muslims is

about 3% a year, i.e. every vear about 30 million Muslims will

be added to the total.



2- Role of Mus1ith{n0r5£{e§

The basic problem of the Muslims in the world today is that
they have no overall organization which might 5r1ng them together,
adequately express their feelings and aspirations, safeguard their
rights and interests, etc. In regard to the Muslims, this 1s a new
situation which has emerged during the last century of Muslim deca-
dence and subjection. Many of the present Muslim minorities were 1in
fact once Muslim states which were forcibly incorporated into non-
Mgs]im entities and are therefore the victims of a subjugation under

which the whole Mus1im'Ummah suffered and is still suffering in many

ways. From the earliest days of Islam to the onset of European colo-
nization about two centuries ago, Muslim unity remained a reality.
This is evident from the fact that the Caliphsof Baghdad, then of
Cairo and then of Istanbul were not only the temporal and spiritual
leaders for the territories which were under their control but also
the spiritual leaders of all the Muslims of the world, irrespective

whether they 1ived as minorities or as majorities.

However, there is no "papacy"-in Islam nor is there any “"clergy",
in the sense that no person whoever he may be has the right to pronounce
arbitrarily or to act on God's behalf, or to introduce of his volition-
'ﬁny laws on his own authority. A Muslim's relation is directly with

God (since there is no priesthood). Muslims do not recognize the au-

thority of an organized church or ordained clerical hierarchy. They -
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rather recognize the authority of Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet
(s.a.w.). A1l Muslims are equal in the Sight of God, and hence none
has the right to make 1aw; Deference is shown only to knowledge and
piety, not to heriditary privileges; or "inherent" spirituality, etc.
Furthermore, Muslims are required to stand up to their responsibili-
ties when the need arises and it is stressed that there is no interme-
diary between God and any person. Thus, the abolition of the Khilafah
by anti-Muslim forces in the 1920's as tragic as it is in principle to
Muslims, was no more than the abolition of a regime that was already
dead and could in no way have the same effect on the Muslims which

cdu]d have occurred on the Catholics if the papacy of Rome were abo-

1ished.

‘The real unity of Muslims 1lies 1n their attachmeﬁt to the
Qur'an and the Sunnah which serve as the rallying point for all Muslims.
Muslims around the world feel 1like one single brotherhood headed by
the -Prophet (s.a;w.) himself through his 1ife style (Sunnah) and direc-
tives (Hadith) which serve to elaborate and supplement the Holy Qur'an,
embodying the Word of God; Muslim states can be established or des-
troyed, Muslim organizations can be formed or dismantled, bﬁt new states
are always rebuilt on the ashes of the crumbled ones and new organiza-
tions are always formed in one form or another. The secret of this
feat of survival is the fact that Islam builds up the individual as a
responsible person and builds up his attachment.to God Almighty directly

without any intermediaries. -Islam is not attached to any piece of land.
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It embraces the whole world. Nor are Muslims attached to any

given individual. They follow at a given time the person who proves

to be the best Muslim leader and would follow him as long as he re-

mained so.

These are the assets for the survival of Muslim minorities.
Nhaf are, then, the challenges which occasionally make some Muslim
minorities vanish? In this book the story of Muslim minorities 1s
narrated as a long, continuous, and glorious epic of struggle for
sﬁrviva] against the most heavy odds; In this rather than in the
Muslim military achievements of one period of history or another
should be seen the greatness of Is1§m; The odds can be divided 1in

three categories: 1) ignorance; 2) weak allegiance to Islam; and

3) Tack of inner cohesion.

The worst enemy of the Muslim minorities is ignorance, espe-
cially ignorance of the true teachings of Islam. . This constitutes

the basic cause for the disappearance of the Muslim body-politic

n WY non-MusTim Tlands. Ignorance of the basic rules

of organization can have also the most damaging effects on the Muslims,
leaving every one to fend for himself with his own limited abilities.

Tgnorance in general would also keep the entire Muslim community within

the lowest strata of the population.

A true Muslim should make sure that his Islamic identity is

" one and encompasses all other identities: his family; his tribe; his
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