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This book s dedicated to my parents
Imam Muntasir Kettan?
and Qum-Hani' Fassi-Fihri
It 1s also dedicated to my wife Nuzhah and
chi1dren; Hasnﬁ"; Hasan, Hamzah and Hussein, hoping
that they will carry on the same tradition of concern

for the Muslims in the world.

It 1s dedicated, moreover; to all those Muslims
across the centuries and continents who are soldiers
in the defence of the Ummah and who have struggled
and continue to struggle in the way of God by'word
and deed; or at least keep the spirit of struggle

ablaze in their hearts.
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In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.

Preface

Minorities are those groups of people who for one reason or

another become the first victims of the despotism of the state or
of the community that constitutes the majority and thus the human

base on which the state rests. Quite often they are relegated to the
obscurity of insignificance. They are the ones whose history remains
unwritten, their condition of existence remains unknown, and their

ideals and aspirations remain unappreciated. They are those whom the

Holy Qur'an seems to refer as "A1-Mustaa'afTh fi al-Ard" (the despised

through the land):

"Call to mind when ye

Were small in numbers

Despised through the land,

And afraid that men might

Dispoil and snatch you;

But He (God) provided a safe asylum
For you, strengthened you

With His aid, and gave you

Good things for sustenance:

That ye might be grateful”. (Chap. 8, Verse 26)

Most of these minorities are 1nc1inedlio dégenerate and lose
their identity. Few care to support their struggle for survival.

When they vanish, hardly anyone cares to shed a tear-at this tragedy.

Some of these minorities try to compensate for their weakness in



- {1 -

numbers by the strength of their ideals. If their dedication to

their ideals and values is a deep and sincere one and is coupled with

maturity, constructive vision and enerqgy, then it is likely

that those ideals would ultimately triumph.

Islam, which embodies the Message of God to humanity in its
perfect form through His last Messenger Muhammed ibn 'Abdallah, itself
started as a minority religion. It attracted the "Mustad'afin fi al-Ard" (the
despised through the land) in a world that was ruled by the forces
of evil and darkness. Its roots are deep with those "few in numbers"
who, across the centuries, had to carry the burden of being the victims
of despotism in its myriad forms. Across the centuriés and across
the continents, Muslims have formed a single world brotherhood, an

indivisible Ummah irrespective of whether they were living in countries

where they were in majority or in minority.

While many books have been written about minorities in general,
or one or another minority in particular, no book has been written
about the Muslim minorities of the world. True, there are a multitude

of books written about Muslims in one country or another or in one

continent or another, but often these books were written by special
categories of people: anthropologists,Christian missionaries, European
colonial officers, Communist propagandists. All of these have one
characteristic in common: a complete lack of identity of feeling bet-

ween the writers and the subjects of their writing. Thus, it seemed

worthwhile to this writer to see, and subsequently to present the
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situation of the Muslim minorities as it appears to a Muslim, to
someone who quite professedly shares their world-view and beliefs,
and identifies with their desire to carve for themselves a meaning-
ful future. The author who grew in a Muslim country while it was
under colonial rule, went to colonial schools and has been subjected
to anti-Islamic propaganda from his early age, experienced during

the first years of his 1ife the same feelings that the members of
minority communities experience. In his adolescence and early youth,
he continued his studies in Europe and America, to discover more
about the distortion Islamic ideals receive at the hands of the media
in these countries. This enabled him to gain greater empathy with
those Muslim communities which had to 1ive in similar situations.
After completing his studies, he embarked on studying the situation
and problems of the Muslims across the globe. The experience was a
fascinating one and it increasingly became a passion with him, becoming
the major pre-occupation after his professional work as a scientist
and engineer. As time has passed, he has felt more and more a duty
toward his people. The sorry state of affairs prevailing in the
Muslim countries in general has also driven him growingly toward the
Muslim minoritfes. He has felt inspired and thrilled by the idea
that some of these minorities might one day produce those sons and
daughters of Islam who might change the whole course of events of the

entire Muslim Ummah. This dream has sustained him in his study, and

above all, in his striving to extend a helping hand to those who, if

not taken care of , might be cast.aside in complete obscurity.






