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q merica’s triumph in the Cold War promised a new burst of peace
and prosperity. Indeed, the decade between the demise of the

Soviet Union and the destruction of September 11, 2001, proved decep-
tively hopeful. Today, of course, we are more fully aware—to our sorrow—
of the dangers and troubles no longer just below the surface.

The Muslim identities of most of the terrorists at war with the United
States have also provoked great interest in Islam as well as the role of reli-
gion in politics. It is crucial for Americans not to assume that Osama bin
Laden’s ideas are identical to those of most Muslims or, for that matter,
that most Muslims are Arabs. A truly world religion, Islam claims hun-
dreds of millions of adherents, from every ethnic group scattered across
the globe. This book series covers the growth and influence of Muslims in
Asia and Central Asia.

A glance at the map establishes the extraordinary coverage of our
authors. Every climate and terrain may be found, along with every form of
human society, from the nomadic groups of the Central Asian steppes to
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:li}:l’;?phisiticated cities such as Singapore, New Delhi, and Shanghai. The
In somel,esa(:tet:‘q :yrslta;:g: ® examined in this series are likewise highly diverse.
kets. In some of the cou Et‘re i used.; others incorporate modern stock mar-
LS ntries, large.ml reserves hold out the prospect of pros-

ntries, such as India and China, have progressed by moving

from a govern
ment-controlled to a mo
re market-based i .
other i : €conomic s i
countries have built wealth on service and shipping T
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Central Asia and Asia is a heavily armed and turbulent area. Three of
its states (China, India, and Pakistan) are nuclear powers, and one
(Kazakhstan) only recently rid itself of nuclear weapons. But it is also a
place where the horse and mule remain indispensable instruments of war.
All of the region’s states have an extensive history of conflict, domestic
and international, old and new. Afghanistan, for example, has known lit-
tle but invasion and civil war over the past two decades.

Governments include dictatorships, democracies, and hybrids without
a name; centralized and decentralized administrations; and older patterns
of tribal and clan associations. The region is a veritable encyclopedia of
political expression.

Although such variety defies easy generalities, it is still possible to make
several observations. First, the geopolitics of Central Asia and Asia reflect
the impact of empires and the struggles of post-imperial independence.
Central Asia, a historic corridor for traders and soldiers, was the scene of
Russian expansion well into Soviet times. While Kazakhstan’s leaders par-
ticipated in the historic meeting of December 25, 1991, that dissolved the
Soviet Union, the rest of the region’s newly independent republics hardly
expected it. They have found it difficult to grapple with a sometimes tenu-
ous independence, buffeted by a strong residual Russian influence, the
absence of settled institutions, the temptation of newly valuable natural
resources, and mixed populations lacking a solid national identity. The
shards of the Soviet Union have often been sharp—witness the Russian
war in Chechnya—and sometimes fatal for those ambitious to grasp them.

Moving further east, one encounters an older devolution, that of the
half-century since the British Raj dissolved into India and Pakistan (the
latter giving violent birth to Bangladesh in 1971). Only recently, partly
under the impact of the war on terrorism, have these nuclear-armed neigh-
bors and adversaries found it possible to renew attempts at reconciliation.
Still further east, Malaysia shares a British experience, but Indonesia has
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been influenced by its Dutch heritage. Even China defines its own bordersf-,
along the lines of the Qing empire (the last pre-republican dynasty) at its |
most expansionist (including Tibet and Taiwan). These imperial histories |
lie heavily upon the politics of the region. i

A second aspect worth noting is the variety of economic experimentation ;
afoot in the area. State-dominated economic strategies, still in the ascen- !
dant, are separating government from the actual running of commerce and :
industry. “Privatization,” however, is frequently a byword for crony capital- -5
ism and corruption. Yet in dynamic economies such as that of China, as well
as an increasingly productive India, hundreds of millions of people have
dramatically improved both their standard of living and their hope for the
future. All of them aspire to benefit from international trade. Competitive
advantages, such as low-cost labor (in some cases trained in high technolo- 3 ‘
gy) and valuable natural resources (oil, gas, and minerals), promise much.
This is indeed a revolution of rising expectations, some of which are being
satisfied.

Yet more than corruption threatens this progress. Population increase,
even though moderating, still overwhelms educational and employment
Opportunities. Many countries are marked by extremes of wealth and

poverty, especially between rural and urban areas. Dangerous jealousies

threaten ethnic groups (such as anti-Chinese violence in Indonesia).

Hopelessly overburdened public services portend turmoil. Public health,
never adequate, is harmed further by environmental damage to critical

resourr::es (such as the Aral Sea). By and large, Central Asian and Asian
countries are living wel] beyond their infrastructures.

% Third and finally, Islam has deeply affected the states and peoples of
e

region. Indonesia is the largest Muslim state in the world, and India
hosts the second-largest Mus]j

religion of many states, it is t

Islami i
amic practices and 8Toups vary: the well-known Sunni and Shiite
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groups are joined by energetic Salafi (Wahabi) and Sufi movements. Over
the last 20 years especially, South and Central Asia have become battle-
grounds for competing Shiite (Iranian) and Wahabi (Saudi) doctrines, well
financed from abroad and aggressively antagonistic toward non-Muslims
and each other. Resistance to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan brought
these groups battle-tested warriors and organizers. The war on terrorism
has exposed just how far-reaching and active the new advocates of holy
war (jihad) can be. Indonesia, in particular, is the scene of rivalry between
an older, tolerant Islam and the jihadists. But Pakistan also faces an
Islamic identity crisis. And India, wracked by sectarian strife, must hold
together its democratic framework despite Muslim and Hindu extremists.
This newly significant struggle within Islam, superimposed on an older
Muslim history, will shape political and economic destinies throughout
the region and beyond. Hence, the focus of our series.

We hope that these books will enlighten both teacher and student
about a critical subject in a critical area of the world. Central Asia and Asia
would be important in their own right to Americans; arguably, after 9/11,
they became vital to our national security. And the enduring impact of
Islam is a crucial factor we must understand. We at the Foreign Policy
Research Institute hope these books will illuminate both the facts and the
prospects.
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MUSLIMS IN CHINA
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Although they constitute a small minority of China’s 1.3 billion people, approximately 20 ; P

million Muslims live within the borders of the world’s most populous country. About 9 mil-
lion of them belong to the Hui minority, which has largely assimilated into China’s dominant
Han culture. But some 8 million Chinese Muslims are Uyghurs, members of a Turkic-speak-
ing group who have more in common with peoples in Central Asia than with the Han
Chinese. In recent years, nationalism has bubbled up in northwestern China’s Xinjiang
region, where the Uyghurs are concentrated. This has raised concern among, and provoked
a crackdown from, China’s Communist government in Beijing. |
Muslims in China examines this development as well as more general economic, politi- 3
cal, and social issues facing China today. It also provides up-to-date information about
China’s geography, history, society, important cities and communities, and more.

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT:
- THE FOREIGN POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Founded in 1955, the Foreign Policy Research Institute (FPRI),
. one of the nation’s oldest “think tanks,” promotes international
d civic literacy in the classroom by “teaching the teachers.” It Muslims in China
ngs the insights of scholarship to bear on issues in American 1-59084-880-2

curity, monitors the Arab-Isracli peace process, and sponsors
an annual conference for teachers on the Middle East, plus peri-

cign policy. The FPRI's Middle East Program focuses on Gulf
odic briefings on key developments in the region.
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