MUSLIMS
UNDER RUSSIAN & CHINESE

DOMINATION

By

‘'Mohammad Emin Bugra



INTRODUCTION

Muslims of the free world and other free nations know very little
about the large mass of Turk Muslim peoples under Russian and Chi-
nese subjugation. They are bound in ruthless chains of slavery un-
precedented in the history of mankind. This mass consists of the
peoples of Eastern Turkistan, Western Turkistan, Idil-Ural, Trans-
Caucasia, Azerbaijan and Crimea. These countries adjoin one another
and have a total area of 7,058,840 sq. Kms. Total population is
54,815,000. Besides, there are half a million muslim Turks in Siberia,
annexed to the Russian Empire early in 1580. In other words, there
are more than 60 million muslims under Russian and Chinese domi-
nation. Here are the reasons why the world is not informed about

the conditions of these forgotten peoples.

(i) The process of disintegration and internal jealousy has been
at work for the last few centuries, as in the case of other

eastern nations. This weakened the historical ties with the
rest of the world.

(ii) Disintegration and internal conflict, led these peoples to
decline. The land no longer produced statesmen like
Samanits, Ghazanvits, Kara Khanites, Saljukis, Khowrazmis,
Altin Urdu, Timorids, and Baber. No scholars of univer-
sal repute, like Bukhari, Trimizi, Samgrkandi, Farabi, Ibni
Sina, Abu Ma’shar, Zimakhshari, Biruni, Sekkaki, were

born.
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(i) Russian onslaught from North and West and the Chinese
attacks from East had completely confused and bewildered

the people.

(iv) Communist genocide and isolation of the people from the
rest of the world,

(V) Restriction on the flow of correct information by colonialists
to the outside world.

(vi) Foreign visitors visiting the countries on official invitation
make only conducted tours and carry back a wrong
picture and lop-sided knowledge of the land. In every
case the visitors have failed to have direct contact and free
intercourse with general public.

(vii) Delegates from Russia and China visiting Muslim coun-
tries on various occasions, were either red agents themselves
OF were poor creatures under strict control of agents.

These enslaved Muslim peoples are striving for a future befitting
their glorious past. It is duty of their compatriots in exile to acquaint
~ the world with their sorry flight. This pamphlet is a humble attempt

in this direction. It deals with:

(i) Brief history and geography of each country.
(i) Russian and Chinese invasions and popular resistance;

(i) Communist domination and religious, cultural and econo-
mic oppression.

(iv) An appeal to the Muslim world and free nations,

Mohammad Emin Bugra,
Karachi, 4th April, 1958.



PART 1

Brief History and Geography
1. Eastern Turkistan:

Geography :—Eastern Turkistan is situated between 74 and 96
degrees longitude and 35 and 49 degrees latitude in the centre of the
continent of Asia. It has Mongolia and China in the East; Siberia
and Western Turkistan in the North; Afghanistan and Western Turkis-
tan in the west; Pakistan, Kashmir and Tibbet in the South. It covers
an area of 1,740,000 sq. Kms. i.e. twice the size of Turkey. More than
half of the area is desert and mountains covered with glaciers, remain-
ing half is arable and pastural land. Out of the total population of -
8,400,000, 310,000 are Chinese colonists, 136,000 Mongols, 30,000
Manchu and the remaining 8,000,000 are Turk Muslims, who are the
real owners of the country.

Eastern Turkistan is an agricultural country. All kinds of food-
grains, cotton, fruits and vegetables are grown. The country is self-
sufficient in agricultural products. Tt is rich in live-stock and richer
in mineral resources. There are at present ten oil wells. There are
large deposits of gold, silver, iron ore, copper and coal. Since 1938
platinum, Uranium, wolfrom, molibdirum and Chromium mines have
been discovered and are being worked.

History—throughout history, Eastern Turkistan remained the
land of the Turks, and was the cradle of ancient civilization in Asia.
In about 1,000 B.C. this country was a part of the Turk Empire re-
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ferred to in history as Saka, Turan or Iskit. In 332 B.C. when Wes-
tern Turkistan was conquered by Alexander the Great, Eastern Tur-
kistan was divided into a number of small kingdoms. Later it was
amalgamated into the Turkish Empires of Hun, Kushan, Awar, Gok-
turk. During the period between 930 B.C. and 751 A.D. China did
occupy Eastern Turkistan: but only off and on, for short durations.
In 880 A.D. the powerful Kara-Khanite Empire was founded. Islam
dawned in Eastern Turkistan towards the end of the second century
Hagira. Eastern Turkistan accepted Islam peacefully through the in-
fluence of unity of language, culture and historical background which
Eastern Turkistan had with Western Turkistan. The most important
factor was acceptance of Islam by Khakan Stuk Bugra Khan in 332
Hagira (943 A.D.). This pious Khakan and his son Moosa Bugra Khan
and his grandsons were engaged in “Jehad” for 60 years to preach Islam
among the Turks farther East. In 980 A.D. Khakan Haroon Bugra
Khan succeeded in unifying two sister countries, Eastern and Western
Turkistan. The age of the Khakans is regarded as the golden period.
During this period unprecedented progress was made in political,
economic, religous and scientific spheres. The friendly relations
which this dynasty maintained with Suljukis and Ghaznavits have been
happily recorded in history. However, the progress was interruptted,
once by invasions of Kara-Kitay in 13th century and again by the
Mongols in the 14th century. When the Mongol Chagatay Dynasty
embraced Islam and mingled with the Turk Muslims, the gate of pros-
perity and progress was thrown wide open to Eastern Turkistan. This
State, which continued till the third quarter of 17th century, won for
Eastern Turkistan many religious establishments, water-channels,
roads and caravan camps. In the northern border of this State there
was the Kalmuk Kingdom, which had been in a state of war with Eas-
tern Turkistan for three centuries. The Civil War, touched off in 1670,
helped the Budhist Kalmuks to conquer Eastern Turkistan. The
Kalmuk reign is the period of destruction in the history of the country.
In 1750 Kalmuk princes fought among themselves for the throne, and
the defeated prince sought help from the Chinese Emperor. This
event resulted in the occupation of Eastern Turkistan by China. (See
Part II for Chinese Occupation and struggle for Freedom.) *
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2. Western Turkistan
\ ;
Geography—Western Turkistan is situated between 42 and 86

degree longitude and 36 and 55 degrees latitude. It has borders with
Siberia and Idil-Ural in the North, Idil-Ural and Caspian Sea in -the
West, Iran and Afghanistan in the South and Eastern Turkistan in the
East. Its area is 4,102,000 sq. Kms. The southern region, fed by Amu
Derya, Sir Derya and other rivers, is extremely fertile and the density
of population is high. Places away from the river basins are desert
areas known as Kara Kum, Kizil Kum and Ust Yurt. The northern
region is mostly pastural and partly arable.

Turk Muslim population is 27,136,000. This figure does not
include Russian, Ukrainian, Polish and other settlers. Main agricul-
tural product of the southern region is cotton. W. Turkistan supplies
709 of the cotton consumed in the whole of the Soviet Union. This
country produces plenty of fruit, foodgrains, vegetables, etc. Itis
well advanced in silk industry. It has rich deposits of oil, coal,
copper, platinum and other important minerals. Textile, Iron and Steel
industries have made great progress since the Second World War.

History—Archacological research has unearthed evidences of
civilization as old as 10,000 B.C. The Communist regime disconti-
nued further excavations, which otherwise could provide details of
the ancient culture. It was the centre of the Turkish Empire known in
history as Iskit, Saka or Turan, as from 1,000 B.C. Various political
relations maintained by this Empire with Iran and India are well known.
Following Alexander the Great’s conquest, this country maintained its
existence sometimes under Irani domination and sometimes inde-
pendently. In the middle of the second century B.C., this country
was amalgamated with Turkish empires like Hun, Kushan, Ak-Hun
(Aftal) and Gok Turk. :

in the middle of the 17th CeNtury A.D., during Hazrat Usman’s
time, the Arab army had begun the conquest (gazat) of Western Tur-
kistan. Khowarzm was conquered during the reign of the Umayyid
Caliph Abdul Malik and the whole Transoxiana (Mavara-en-hahir)
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during the reign of Sulaiman 1bin Abdul Malik. The northern part,
however, remained under the rule of the local kings. According to Is-
lamic Histories like ** Fatuh-al-Buldan, ™ arab soldiers who had en-
tered Western Turkistan described the country as a *“‘Paradise on
Earth.” Those parts of Western Turkistan known as Khowarzm and
“Transoxiana’ had been important parts of the Muslim World. Dur-
_ing the Umayyid period, Western Turkistan was administered as a
province directly controlled by Caliphate. During the Abbasi
period, it was an autonomous region entrusted to the Samanit dynasty
of Turkish origin. From the very time of their acceptance of the new
faith, the Turks of Western Turkistan served Islam in political, mili-
tary and scientific fields as a first rate force. Politicale lements and
Army Commanders like Samanits, Khakanis, Ghaznavids Suljukis,
Tolamies, Akshidies, Khowrazmshahis and others were brought
up in Western Turkistan. The second most prominent book of
Islam—Sahih-el-Bukhari—was written by Muhammad Ibin Ismail
of Bukhara. Similarly Turkistan produced Hadith Scholars like
Tirmizi, Sijistani; Fiqgah (Muslim Jurisprudence) Scholars like Shashi,
Sarakhsi, Abu-Muti, Marginani and thousands others; Philosophers
and men of Science like Farabi, Ibini Sina, Fargani, Hakeem, Tirmizi,
Samarkandi, Abu Ma’shar; and men of letters like Zemakhsheri.
Kashgari, Jawahri, Sekkaki, Jamal-ud-Din Karshi and Yusuf Hajib.
Haroon Bugra Khan having found Western Turkistan in chaos in 1780
as a result of Civil War among Samani Commanders, conquered Wes-
tern Turkistan and unified both countries into a single State. Kara
Kitay and Mongol invasions brought diasaster to Western Turkistan:
but soon Chagatai Mongols embraced Islam and Western Turkistan
was once again happy and prosperous. Western Turkistan was still
prosperous during the times of Emir Timur and his descendants.
The Uzbek dynasty which succeeded Timur in 1505 also contributed
towards progress of this country, but early in the 17th century, owing
to friction among Uzbek princes and tribal leaders, Western Turkistan
was split into four independent states, viz., Khanites of Khive, Bukh-
ara, Fargana, and Kazak. This was the beginning of decadance and
disintegration. Unending squabbles and conflicts based on greed and
rivalry, destroyed national unity, caused political instability and para-
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lysed social and economic life of the nation. The net result of all this
was destruction of national vitality and incapacity for defence against
the Russian onslaught. Though Russian invasion had started early
in 1750; but it failed to gain momentum in the beginning, because of
strenuous resistance. (For Russian conquest and struggle for freedom,
see Part I1.) '

3. [Idil Ural.

[dil Ural is situated between 44 and 68 degrees longitude and 51
and 58 degrees latitude. It is by Western Turkistan and Siberia in the
East; Russia and Siberia in the North; Russia and Ukrainia in the
West; Trans-Caucasia and Caspian Sea in the South. Its area is 900,000
sq. Kms., about the size of Turkey. More than half of this area is
pastural land and the remaining is arable. Turk Muslim population
in pre-communist days was 800,000. The land produces wheat, barley,
corn and vegetables. It has a cold climate. As regards mineral
resources it is rich in gold, iron, copper, platinum and diamonds.
[dil-Ural produces the largest quantity of oil in the Soviet Union.

History—Idil-Ural has been inhabited by the Turkish people
throughout history. After 5th century A.D. this country was inhabi-
ted by Bulgar Turks. Later Kipchak Turks took their place. The
city of Bulgar, situated at the confluence of the rivers Idil (Volga) and
Kama, was the capital of this State. For centuries Bulgar remained
an important centre of silk trade. .

At the dawn of Islam in Western Turkistan and Caucasia, the
Turks of Idil-Ural also. began to embrace the holy faith. Elmas
Selji Khan, the ruler of Bulgar, accepted Islam as the religion for him-
self and his people. In 921 A.D. he sent his envoy to the Abasid
Caliph El-Muktedir Billah to foster friendly relations. The Caliph
reciprocated by sending a group of scholars, including the celebrated
geographer Ibni Fadlan, to Bulgar. The Caliph also named Elmas
Khan as “Jaffar Ibni Abdullah”. Since then Islamic culture made
rapid progress in Bulgar land, which produced many eminent scholars
of science and culture.
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The Bulgar kingdom declined following the Mongol invasion

under the command of Juji, son of Changez Khan, the founder of

Altin Ordu Khanit. Later Altin Ordu expanded the empire by anne-
xing Russia, Poland, Latvania and Ukrainia, which were in very primi-
tive condition at that time as compared to Bulgar. In 1254 A.D.
the Ruler of Altin Ordu, Berekey Khan, embraced Islam. Thus the
formidable force of Altin Ordu, including Idil-Ural, stood on the side
of the Muslim world. Uzbek Khan, who succeeded to the Altin Ordu
throne in 1254 A.D., launched a vigorous compaign to convert all
non-muslim Turks and Mongols in his realm. It was at this time that
Altin Ordu dynasty adopted the name of Uzbek dynasty.

Early in the 15th century certain events lecading to the disintegra-
tion of Altin Ordu began taking place. In 1490 A.D. western wing of
Altin Ordu broke into the kingdoms of Kazan, Hajitarahan, (Austra-
han) and Crimea. In the East the independent Kazak kingdom was
founded. The territory now called Idil-Ural was partly in Kazak and
partly in Hajitarhan kingdoms.

The results of the break up have been:
(i) weakening of national resistance,
(i) Russian penetration,

(iii) providing opportunity for Russians, formerly within the
Altin Ordu kingdom, to organize and consolidate.

This breakup was followed by the Russian invasion against
Kazan Khanite. During 76 years (1473-1549 A.D.) eleven battles
took place between the Russians and Kazan Khanite. Each time the
Russians were defeated. With their sour experience, the Russians
decided to make use of the services of European strategists, and they
resumed attacks on Kazan forces with the help of German and Swedish
engineers. (For Russian Occupation and struggle for freedom, see

Part JL.)
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Stalin’s Statue in front of a Masque converted to a Cinema house in Ashkabad, Western Turkistan.
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Turkistani Muslims arec scen in a Communist-Forced-Labour-Camp. Chinese
soldiers are seen at the background.




4. Trans-Caucasia.

This country is situated between 36 and 47 degrees longitude and
42 and 88 degrees latitude. It has borders, with Idil-Ural and Cas-
pian Sea in the East; Idil-Ural and Ukrainia in the North; sea of Azov
and Black Sea in the West; Georgia and Azarbaijan in the South. Its
area is about 282,140 sq. Kms. The south is covered with the Cau-
asus mountains, while the northern part is plain. Its population is
7 million composed of Dagistanis, Cherkes and other tribes. They
are unified as Muslims. Trans-Caucasia is a very fertile land. All
kinds of foodgrains, cotton, fruit are grown in abundance. It has
oil resources and of all the Turk Muslim lands this country is the
most advanced in industry.

History—Caucasia has been inhabited by ancient groups of
people since pre-historic times. Being situated at the cross road of
migration routes, the majority of its population are the descendents
of ancient races such as Cherkes,—the descendants of Hittites, and
Dagistanis—the descendants of Lezgis. Also there are descendants
of Turkish tribes such as Iskirts, Awar, Kumuk, Balkar etc., who
migrated towards the South and West passing through Caucasia at
different times.

Before the advent of Islam there was a strong kingdom called
Khazar kingdom in Caucasia. Its capital was the city of Belenjer in
Dagistan.

Although Islamic army, had entered Trans-Caucasia during
Hazrat Usman’s caliphate, it was later withdrawn. During the reign
of Abdul Malik Caucasia joined the community of Muslim countries,
and as from the year 100 Higira Islam spread throughout the entire
country. Later on the Shambal kingdom was founded. There was
great progress of Islamic culture, and many eminent scholars and
poets appeared. Caucasia was never indifferent towards developments
in the near and Middle East, throughout history of Islam.

The conquest of Oguz, Mongol, and Ottoman Empires did shake
the country, but the Turk Muslim people of Caucasia always stood
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up on their feet. Events which affected Caucasia most were Russian
aggression from the Narth.

The first Russian aggression against Caucasia occurred in 1594,
This ‘was countered successfully by totally destroying: the Russian
Army of 20,000 strong. - Subsequent Russian invasions took place
in 1604 and later under the command of Petrov the Great. These
too were repelled, with heavy Russian casualties. During Catheri-
ne’s reign Russian attacks gained momentum, pushing the boundries
of Caucasia to the south bank of river Don. There was confusion
and disorder which caused the division of Caucasia into several small
Khanites. Russia did not miss the opportunity and intensified her
attacks. (For Russian Conquest and People’s resistance see Part 11).




PART II
Russo-Chinese Domination and Struggle for freedom.

Eastern Turkistan and China—Amursana of Kalmuk dynasty,
who ruled Eastern Turkistan from 1670 to 1760, sought help from the
Chinese Emperor to fight against his rivals. Two Chinese Armies
entered Eastern Turkistan, one in 1755 and another in 1757. The
Chinese army easily conquered regions under Kalmuk influence; but
in Altishaher (Tarim Basin) this army was met with most violent resis-
tance by Yunus Khawja and his son Jehan Khawja who had declar-
ed independence from Kalmuk rule in the south. The Chinese cap-

tured Altishaher when Yunus Khawja and his son, with all of their.

soldiers were, martyred fighting in defence of their home'against the
the Chinse aggressors. After one year the entire Chinese army was
destroyed by national rebels. The second Chinese army which'inva-
ded in 1757, received constant reinforcements, and massacred the
people, as they advanced. It has been established by official docu-
ments that by 1759 more than 1,200,000 men and women were Killed
by the Chinese soldiers. It was only with such savagery and brutali-
ty that the Chinese could conquer Eastern Turkistan in 1760. The
patriots who took asylum in Afghanistan and Western Turkistan re-
quested the rulers of Afghanistan, Bukhara, Fargama, Khive and Bada-
khshan for help. They all agreed to form an army for rescue of
Eastern Turkistan under the command of the Afghan ruler Ahmad
Shah Durrani. Accordingly, Ahmad Shah proceeded to Western
Turkistan. In the meantime Eastern Turkistanis, who had received
news of the holy alliance, staged a revolt known as “The revolt of
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Uchtorfan of 1767." Unfortunately, before the people of Eastern
Turkistan could avail themselves of the assistance of the alliance, the
alliance was broken due to opposition of the rulers of Bukhara and
Badakhshan to Ahmad Shah. Therefore the helpless people were
crushed.

After this tragic event Turkistanis could do nothing but staging
uprisings on Small scale here and there till 1818, when a mass rebellion
took place. The country attained freedom in 1822 under the leader-
ship of Jehangir Khawja. China attacked Eastern Turkistan again
in+1826. This time the Chinese forces obtained the help of local trai-
tors and succeeded in capturing Jehangir Khawja and dispersing his
army. Jehangir Khawja was taken to Peipin and martyred there by
the order of the Chinese Emperor. From 1834 to 1863 there was conti-
nuous resistance. The western region of Eastern Turkistan was
liberated and lost six times. At last in 1863 the struggle for freedom
spread throughout the country and won to this nation its cherished
goal. Independent Eastern Turkistan was recognized by Turkey,
Great Britain and Russia. The untimely death of king Yaqoob Baig
and the struggles for post among Yaqoob Baig’s sons and comman-
ders shortened the life of this state.  China invaded in 1878 and
occupied the country again.

Local uprisings continued in various locations and were suppressed
readily by the Chinese troops. In the general revolt, touched off
throughout the country in 1931, we completely crushed the Chinese
Occupation army. I used the first personal pronoun here because
I was involved in this holy action. [ had the honour of commanding
the national forces in the Southern region—Altishaher. The Islamic
Republic of Eastern Turkistan was declared established in 1933. The
Chinese forces were beseiged in Urumchi. The Chinese Government
was quite helpless and it was not in a position to reinforce the beseiged
Chinese.

The Communist Russian imperialistswho claimed “to help liberate
nations oppressed by colonialists,” took us by surprise and stabbed in
our back at a time when we had almost got rid of the colonialist aggres-
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