THE MOMENT THE LITTLE BOY SAW
THE LAMA, HE WENT TO HIM . ..

The Lama Kewtsang Rinpoché of Sera Monastery was
disguised in a cloak, but round his neck he was wearing a
rosary which had belonged to the Thirteenth Dalai Lama.
The little boy seemed to recognize the rosary, and he asked
to be given it. The lama promised to give it to him if he
could guess who he was, and the boy replied that he was
Sera-aga, which meant, in the local dialect, “a lama of Sera.”
The lama asked who the “master” was, and the boy gave
the name of Losang. He also knew the name of the real ser-
vant, which was Amdo Kasang.

The lama spent the whole day watching the little boy with
increasing interest, until it was time for the boy to be put
to bed. All the party stayed in the house for the night, and
early the next morning, when they were making ready to
leave, the boy got out of his bed and insisted that he wanted
to go with them.

I was that boy.
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ONCE A SMALL BOY WAS CHOSEN TO RULE

THE MOST MYSTERIOUS LAND ON EARTH.

NOW THE DALAI LAMA TELLS HIS, AND HIS
COUNTRY'S, POIGNANT STORY . ..

gN THE HIMALAYAN CITY OF LHASA, THE FOUR-YEAR-OLD
SON OF A HUMBLE FARMER SAT ON A HUGE, GILDED
THRONE. HIS CHILDHOOD WOQULD BE UNIMAGINABLE IN BOTH
ITS ISOLATION AND A PEOPLE'S ADORATION. HIS DESTINY
WOULD BE ONE OF IMMENSE TRAGEDY AND THE AWESOME
TRANSFORMATION OF A MAN.

WRITTEN BY THE DALAI LAMA AS A YOUNG MAN IN EXILE. THIS
DIGNIFIED TESTAMENT RE-CREATES THE MIRACULOUS SEARCH
THAT IDENTIFIED HIM AS THE REINCARNATED LEADER OF HIS
COUNTRY. IT PAINTS A RARE, INTIMATE PORTRAIT OF TIBETAN
BUDDHISM—A WAY OF LIFE THAT WOULD END WITH A TERRIFY-
ING FOREIGN INVASION SURPASSING SANITY AND REASON. AND

. IT REVEALS THE EVOLUTION OF A MAN FROM A GENTLE MONK

TO A WORLD LEADER. ONE STRUGGLING TO THIS DAY TO FREE
HIS COUNTRY ... ONE ABLE TO TOUCH OUR HEARTS WITH THE
GOODNESS THAT MAKES HIM ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED MEN
OF OUR TIME.

“A NARRATIVE THAT GAINS IN
DRAMA BY THE SIMPLICITY OF ITS TELLING.”
—New York Tintes Book Review
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