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TO carry out the purposes for which it was
founded forty-three years ago the National
Geographic Society publishes this Magazine monthly,
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pended directly to promote geographic knowledge.
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IMMEDIATELY after the terrific eruption

of the world’s largest crater, Mt. Katmai, in
Alaska, a National Geographic Society expedition was
sent to make observations of this remarkable phenom-
cnon. Four expeditions have followed and the ex-
traordinary scientific data resulting given to the world,
In this viciaity an eighth wonder of the world was
discovered and explored—" The Valley of Ten Thou-
sand Smokes,” a vast area of steaming, spouting fissures,
As a result of The Society’s discoveries this area has
been created a National Monument by proclamation of
the President of the United States,

AT an expense of over 850,000 The Society
sent a notable series of expeditions into Peru
to investigate the traces of the Inca race. Their
discoveries form a large share of our knowledge of a
civilization waning when Pizarro first set foot in Peru,

THE Society also _had the honor of sub-
scribing a_substantial sum to the expedition
of Admiral Peary, who discovered the North Pole, and

contributed $55,000 to Admiral Byrd's Antarctic Ex-
pedition,

NOT long ago The Society granted $25,000,
and in addition 875,000 was given by individual
members to the Government when the congressional
appropriation for the purpose was insufficient, and
the finest of the giant sequoia trees of California were
thereby saved for the American people.

THE Socicty's notable expeditions to New
Mexico have pushed back the historic hori-
zons of the Southwestern United States to a period
nearly eight centuries before Columbus crossed the At
lantic. By dating the ruins of the vast communal dwellings
in that region The Society's researches have solved secrets
that have puzzled historians for three hundred years.

The Socicty is sponsoring an i i
hasSockd IS ornithological survey of

TO further the study of solar radiation in re-

lation to long range weath i

i 7 ran er forecasti

Society lms_appronrmted $65,000 to enable 31%3'811:33
sonian Institution to establish a station for six years
on Mt. Brukkaros, in South West Africa,
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VISITS TO THE OLD INNS OF ENGLAND

Historic Homes of Hospitality for the Wayfarer Dot
the Length and Breadth of the Kingdom

By Harorp DonavrpsoN EBERLEIN

HE old English inn still has its sign

out. It continues a distinctly “go-

ing concern.” Of this fact many
a Red Lion or Green Dragon bears plain
witness by its record of active hospitality
dating back for hundreds of years with-
out a break. Should you imagine it at all
a moribund affair in its last bloom, highly
picturesque but fated soon to disappear
along with other landmarks of antiquity,
you are greatly mistaken. Neither is it
holding on merely by virtue of acquired
impetus, as you might possibly fancy.

The old inn is a very living factor in-
deed in the scheme of modern existence.
Attracted by its ineffable charm, thousands
habitually resort thither for lodging or re-
freshment, and most innkeepers are fully
aware of the substantial advantage they
derive by preserving in their premises all
the essentials of ancient character.

EVERY WAYSIDE HAS ITS ANCIENT INN

Now and then it happens that an old
hostelry seems to be altogether one of those
idyllic survivals from a bygone day, so in-
vested by a mysterious, elusive halo of
romance, and so hidden in some out-of-
the-way corner that you can come upon
it only by the barest lucky chance—a thing
whose discovery you must ever afterward
cherish in the lavender and rose petals of
memory as an experience too rare to be-
fall one mortal twice in a lifetime. But,
as a matter of actual fact, old inns are

dotted over the whole length and breadth
of England.

Most of the Swans and Mermaids, the
Mitres, White Harts, and Crowns, are not
concealed in remote places, far off the
beaten lines of travel, so that they have to
be made the objects of special visits to be
seen. No particularly keen sight is required
to discover them. Not a few of them you
will find beside much-frequented highways
and in country towns, where every day a
constant stream of traffic passes them. It
needs only the seeing eye and a sympa-
thetic sense of appreciation to recognize
their manifold claims to your esteem when
good fortune lands you at their doors with-
out your seeking.

Besides all the old inns you cannot help
discovering on the main roads and in the
towns, there are those others, of course,
on lonely heaths or fronting peaceful vil-
lage greens. There are likewise modest
“ordinaries” by the brinks of little rivers
where the disciples of Izaak Walton love
to lodge. And there are inns at bridge
ends or where roads meet, to say nothing
of seaside inns whose windows look out
to sea or command busy harbor views.

In short, there are plenty of them of all
kinds to offer an admirable field for the
collector. And a more fascinating holi-
day hobby than collecting old inns it would
be hard to imagine.

Cratifying this hobby involves no great
expense ; there is always the lure of wholly



