After years of strain, Moscow steps up efforts to improve
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improving ties with Beijing during a visit
today by Chinese Vice-Premier and Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen.

Qian’s visit, intended to set up a trip by
President Boris Yeltsin to China, continues
an intensification of contacts between
Beijing and Moscow, designed to keep up
the momentum in improving relations after
years of confrontation.

m “The period of confrontation lasted 25

years and neither side won from it. Both
sides suffered a great deal," Grigory Log-
vinov, head of the Russian Foreign Minis-
try’s first Asia department, told Reuters in
an interview.

During a three-day visit Qian will hold
talks in Moscow with Foreign Minister
Andrei Kozyrev and Prime Minister Viktor
Chernomyrdin before leaving for a session
of the United Nations general assembly in
New York.

He will not see President Boris Yeltsin,
who is on holiday, but Logvinov said his
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meetings could agree the agenda and a date
for the Kremlin leader to travel to China
later this year.

Ties between China and Russia, former
communist enemies who almost went to
war during border clashes in 1969, have
warmed since former Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev’s breakthrough visit to China in
1988.

Yeltsin visited China in December 1992,
Defence Minister Pavel Grachev was there
in April 1994 and Chernomyrdin Qian
visited Russia last September. President
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Jiang Zemin attended Moscow’s celebra-|_

tions of the 50th anniversary of the end of
World War Il in Europe last May and Pre-
mier Li Peng was in Moscow last June.

Both sides present glowing reports of
their meetings at a time when their relations
with the United States are difficult.

Russia is angered by Nato’s plans to
expand eastwards and by US-led Nato air-
strikes in Bosnia. China’s relations with the
United States are strained by Washington's
attacks on Beijing’s human rights record
and rows over Taiwan.

P

Logvinov denied the two sides were
becoming closer because of their problems
with the West, but confirmed one of
Moscow’s priorities was to develop rela-
tions in Asia. “Russia is a Euro-Asian power
and its interests are equally great ' in Europe
and Asia," he said.

. “Russian diplomacy was accused, pecialy
in the first years (after the Soviet union
broke up in 1991) of leaning too much
towards the West Now there is an objective
balancing going on. In fact things are
practically balanced."



China to crack down
on fake trademarks

BEUING (AFP) - Chins is to launch a
nationwide campaign next month to crack
down on a significant growth in illegal
advertising and trademark infringement, the
China Daily said Saturday.

“Illegally printing and selling fake
trademarks, infringement on especially
famous trademarks and producers of illegal
advertisements will be the key points of
attention of the cross-nation drive,” said
Wang Zhongfu, director general of the State
Administration for Industry and Commerce.

Manufacturing and  trading  fake
trademarks, “is still a serious problem,”
Wang said, pointing an accusing finger at
operations in the eastern coastal provinces
of Zhejiang and Jiangsu “which have
become quite notorious.”

State-owned firms, as well as small
private businesses, are now getting involved
in the scam, he said.

“Producers are  becoming  more
specialized and more and more durable
commodities, including television sets,
refrigerators and cars, are being
counterfeited.”

At the same time, Wang said many firms
were putting out misleading advertisements
to promote shoddy or substandard goods.

“The use of trademarks and
advertisements is an important market
practice, thus standardized advertising is a
key part of improving the market order

in China,” Wang said.

In the first half of 1995, China' handled
some 8,700 trademark infringement cases,
levied 21 million yuan ($2.53 million) in fines
and . demanded compensation amounting to
8.6 million yuan.

More than 7,500 cases of illegal
advertising resulted in fines totalling 177
million yuan in the same period, the
newspaper said.

Meanwhile, China is facing an
unemployment crisis amid a steady
increase in the national workforce and an
influx of surplus rural laborers to the cities,
Vice Labor Minister Liu Yashi was quoted
as saying Saturday.

Liu issued the warning Friday as two
inspection teams set out from Beijing to
check the implementing of the Labor Law
in 15 cities and provinces, and to gauge the
consequences of growing unemployment.

The inspection is aimed at providing a
guide for labor policy makers over the next
five years, especially in the area of job
creation, the China Daily quoted Liu as
saying.

“We are facing a huge unemployment
burden as the size of the workforce
maintains a steady increase in the near
future, including surplus workers in low-
efficiency firms, and more rural people turn
from farmwork towards big cities,” Liu
said.



ESE SECURITY: Three Chinese armed police stand to attention as an
n delegate from United Nations fourth world congress on women walks
Beijing Saturday. Senior US officials have urged Beijing to stop the
dation and harassment of delegates, and a grassroots forum has

ened to cancel unless security is pulled back, REUTERS

S moves to halt Chinese N,
harassment at women’s

BEIJING (UPI) - US Undersecretary
of State Timothy Wirth Saturday urged
the United Nations to demand that
Chinese authorities stop harassing
delegates and journalists at the UN
conference on women’s issues.

“The UN must weigh in strongly"
against activities which thwart “the free
flow of ideas,” Wirth told a news
conference.

“This is an enormous opportunity for
China to show the world" how they host
a huge international event, Wirth said.

Security at Beijing’s international
convention center reached a new zenith
two days ahead of the Fourth World
Conference on Women.

At the non-government organizations
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parallel with the conference, organizers
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gave China 24 hours to implement promises
to allow freedom of expression or face the
possibility of a mass walkout.

“The whole security apparatus must be
dismantled,” forum executive director Irene
Santiago told a news conference after an
emergency meeting earlier in the day.

Beijing officials pledged to stop
videotaping demonstrations and other
activities, provide better facilities for the
handicapped and fulfill their pre-forum
promise of offering bus service every 20
minutes to and from Beijing.

“We were very clear that we want their
whole  security apparatus  dismantled
immediately,” Santiago said.

The Huairou site has been inundated
with uniformed and plainclothes police
since the forum started Wednesday.
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They have stopped participants from
wandering through the streets of the
town, questioned them and initially
demanded any demonstrations < be
confined to a school sports field at the
site.

When the admonition was ignored,
police did not halt the numerous
demonstrations but kept the participants
and journalists covering them under tight
scrutiny, videotaping each incident.

Members of several human rights
groups, particularly those advocating
independence for Tibet, complained they
arc being watched round-the-clock. Each
time a group of exiled Tibetans tried to
speak during a Saturday workshop,
Tibetans from the official tenu sanctioned
by China shouted loudly**~/
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Chinese sensitive over

> By GEORGE H. QUESTER
Special to Riyadh Daily

PATTAHE Communist regime in Beijing continues to m [
""show an enormous sensitivity to any questioning of

m its sovereignty over Taiwan, a place it has never H
governed, populated by ethnically — Chinese people who are still
very reluctant to be ruled by the “People’s Republic of China”. It
similarly is quick to take offense if anyone questions its moral right
to govern Tibet, which has indeed been under Beijing’s control ever
since the 1950s, but which is populated by non-Chinese Tibetans,
who show many signs of chafing under Communist rule.

Beijing and its leaders like Deng Xiaoping is similarly very
combative about its claims to the entire South China Sea, a region
basically inhabited by no one, a region of salt water and tiny reefs
and small islands, which an outsider might have thought should be
divided among all the states adjacent to it, rather than being
reserved entirely for China.

The claims that china is making, in all directions, arc based on
what were once the domains of the Chinese empire. Why do the
Communist Chinese, who in their Marxist/Leninist ideology have
always denounced imperialism and national chauvinism, thus
behave in a way their neighbors might indeed see as a chauvinistic
nationalism?

One becomes more sympathetic to the Chinese side when one
remembers how European and Japanese imperialism nibbled away
at China at the end of the 19th century. Taiwan was seized
militarily by Japan, while Tibet was contested between secret
agents of the Russian Czar and British secret agents from India. In
1931, Japan claimed to be upholding the local separate interests of
Manchuria when it established a puppet regime designated
“Manchukuo”. Czarist Russian Imperialism had also sought to seize
Manchuria, and did establish inroads in Sinkiang and Mongolia.
The Soviet Union under Stalin had then fgesswctf first Chiang Kai-
shek and then Mao. Zedong to acknowledge the independence of
Mongolia, the one deviation from the old Chinese Empire that
Beijing now officially accepts.

Having been besieged on all sides by such foreign imperialisms,
it is thus understandable that all Chinese,
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DENG: Sensitive
Communist and anti-Communist, are very sensitive today about
any seeming attempts to renew this nibbling away at their country.
But this can make the regime in Beijing see foreign imperialism
and hostility when it is not really there, and it can lead the Chinese
to fail to see how their own behavior is viewed as imperialistic.
Mongolians claim today that some Chinese schoolbooks and
Chinese schoolteachers are declaring that Mongolia is rightfully a
part of China. Seeing how Beijing feels about Tibet, and knowing
that it was only Stalin’s influence that won Mongolia a different
treatment, they express concern about
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Beijing’s attitudes and intcntionSHTtEcfuture.

The United States similarly worries about Beijing’s ultimate
intentions toward Taiwan. Americans support Taiwan not
because they wish to divide China, but because they have a
great special fondness for all the people who share Chinese

Having been besieged on all sides by such

foreign  imperialisms, it is  thus
understandable that . all Chines?,
Communist and anti-Communist, are

very sensitive today about any seeming
attempts to renew this nibbling away at
their country. But this can make the
regime in Beijing see foreign imperialism
and hostility when it is not really there,
and it can lead the Chinese to fail to see
how their own behavior is viewed as
imperialistic.# /"M-r **

culture. If conditions are improving rapidly in the People’s
Republic, economically and politically, they have been even
better in the “Republic of China” on Taiwan, and Americans
are reluctant to see this threatened.

¢ The time may come when conditions evolve so well on the
mainland that no one on Taiwan can see a real difference
anymore, in which case the desires of all the Chinese, on both
sides of the Strait, would produce a natural union. Opposing
this would be the furthest thing from the American mind.

The Taiwanese are ethnically Chinese, while the Mongolians
and Tibetans are not. Not just Americans, but peoples all over
the world, are thus likely to question the moral legitimacy of
Chinese rule in Tibet, unless the Beijing regime can really
make itself—pepalar among the Tibetans. If the People’s
Republic of China is to win world understanding, it must do
more than it has done thus far in Tibet, and it must at the same
time be rigorous in adhering to its recognition of the
independence of Mongolia (even if Chinese memories attached
to such independence may be bitter).

With regard to the South China Sea, much will depend, of .
course, on whether large amounts of oil are' found under its
waters, or just smaller deposits. If there were to be substantial
energy sources in these waters, the problems of avoiding
international conflict will involve more than the simple memories
of historical imperialism; almost every country in the region is in
need of additional energy, and here .a gain for one will be a loss
for the other.
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" nvestors flock to China’s northeastern border city

m for Mutual benefit. e
But with Pyongyang’s secretive regime
just across the river, Yanji also is attracting
serious interest from Seoul, Beijing and
Tokyo, who all want to get an accurate
picture of life in North Korea’s workers

By LORIEN'HOLLAND

ICTURE'a bobrn city with parlors
and stealthy intelligence operatives
IE bent on discovering what is going
on in a hard-line Communist state just a
stones throw away. .
"Its not exactly the stuff of spy novels, but its Paradise. L
the reality of Yanji - a rapidly expanding city This city is filled with spies,” confided a
in northeastern China, where a shallow, South Korean businessman. He also turned
meandering river that freezes solid in the Out to be very interested in the goings on
winter is the only barrier to North Korea. across the border and had cycled the entire
Yanji was of strategic importance during length of the Chinese bank of the Tumen
Japan’s occupation of Northeast Asia in the river.
1930s and 1940s as the loading point for ~ “From South Korea, from Japan China,
massive amounts of raw materials shipped to everyone is watching North Korea, and then
the Sea of Japan, but it retreated into obscurity the North Koreans are watching too,” he
after World War 11. laughed.
Reborn under China’s economic reforms, Even businessmen on a recent UN
the expanding city of 2 million is the hub of Development Program-sponsored tour of the
the Tumen river economic development area, Tumen area, including North Korea, were

a $30 billion, UN- backed project designed to carrying remarkably large numbers of video
create the Rotterdam of Northeast Asia, shared cameras.

between China and seaports on the North  Back in Yanji, the handful of North

Korea and Russian coasts. _ Korean restaurants competing against
Korean influence now is so strong in the gothern-funded eateries clearly reflect the
fornrr? rat()j%cilé\g/gt?cr). export-oriented factories in decades-old rift between North and South.

. i While southerners come and go as they
Egreé?lnleablcj)?mgl aﬁgg?g e%ggteze cg%dbirg%gﬂ please, North Korean staff are held hostage in
of Mongolian and Siberian oil, timber and (eIl restaurants. Housed in upstairs
minerals to be exploited ' dormitories, they are forbidden to leave the

premises and any ideas of defection are
quashed by thoughts of their families living
back in North

Korea.

“You would not believe how poor they
arc across the river,” said Kim Hyong-Dac,
an ethnic Korean who was born in a village
on the Chinese side of the Tumen river.

“In the winter, when the water freezes,
they come across, begging and trying to trade
but they only stay a few days because their
government puts families in prison if one of
them runs away,” she added.

Despite massive economic problems and
food shortages, Pyongyang clings to its hard-
line Communist system, but near the Chinese
border there are tentative signs that it has
recognized economic cooperation may be the
only way forward.

North Korea has created its own special
economic zone, named Rajin- Sonbong, and
passed  legislation  allowing  foreign
investment.

Pyongyang in November is expected to

December 1991, say all four berths have been
modernized and estimate activity in . the port
has risen by 50 percent, albeit from a very low
threshold. -

The Chinese-owned Yanbian Shipping
Co. Ltd. has inaugurated a cargo link from the
South Korean port of Pusan via Rajin to
China. But after three years of negotiations it
has only managed two shipments.

“There have been a lot of press reports
saying the Tumen project is a good idea but
impossible to implement,” said Kyan Lwin
Hla, resident UNDP representative in Seoul.
“But we and all the participant countries are
getting there. We are now coming out of the.
planning stage and into action.”

However, border crossings between China
and North Korea are sporadically closed, and
when .the strategic Quanhe- Wonsong bridge
over the Tumen River opened for the first

sign an agreement with Beijing, Moscow, tiMe in 42 years on October 15, the .UNDP-
Ulan Bator and its ideological foe, Seoul, to sponsored coaches carrying potential'investors

cement fledgling trade ties and push forward ?r?t S:(‘.‘Ckr?” the dirt road from Rajin for more
grand plans to create the massive port and 12" Hvehours.

: - ; “It’s a major step forward for foreigners
gﬁi%sgggalé:l?:sti%rn tgsé ONngrtﬂalxéovrve”alnSfeiQiéﬂg to be able to cross the bridge for the first time
of the Tumen river delta. in 42 years, but from the investors point of

Western businessmen who regularly visit VIEW there is work to be done on

North Korea’s Rajin Port, designated a free infrastructure,” said Joshua Green, a British
trade zone in ' investment consultant with links to North

Korea. '
-(UPI)
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China envoy says Beijing no threat to Asia; FVR allays business

S 22 (TODAY)
C %aﬁ§ador to the Philippines
Guan Deng Ming said here yesterday his

country was committed to promoting peace
in Asia.

Guan’s statement was a reaction to
President Ramos’ speech before the Non-
Aligned Movement Heads of State/
Government summit in Cartagena, Co-
lombia, where the chief executive said the
continued presence of Chinese troops and
structures in the Spratly Islands continue to
be a threat.

China and the Philippines are among
several countries claiming the small island
chain, believed to sit atop a rich oil field.

China has reportedly described Ramos’
statement as ‘very dangerous.”

In an earlier speech in Honolulu, Ha-
waii, the president ;jlso urged the United
States to maintain strong military presence
in the Asia-Pa j.-c.

Speaking through! .a interpreter, Guan,
who flew in yesterday afternoon to join
Bacolod’s Masskara Festival on the invi-
tation of the local Chinese community, said
China is a “country that loves peace."”

"China cherishes re diplomatic relations
between it and :ie Philippines... for the last
20 years,” he said, adding that his country
“hopes to maintain" these relations. If
China grew more powerful, he assured that
it would “still promote peace and not
superpower politics."

Guan also appealed for an end to "pre-
sumptions" that China continues to be a

threat to world peace, adding that his
country is "willing to join in the great ef-
fort to attain world peace, with its mission
to promote understanding among nations."

Meanwhile, in Boston, Massachusetts,
President Ramos assured business leaders
that foreign investments in the Philippines
are not likely to be affected by the disputes
on the Spratlys in the South China Sea or
the end of his term in 1998.

The executives from the Bank of Bos-
ton, the communications firm Nynex, the
investment company Salomon Brothers,
and other corporations based in Boston as
well as state trade and investments offi-
cials, have expressed concern about the
two issues in two roundtable discussions.

There is a Code of Conduct accord with
China where that Asian power agreed not to
pull "more surprises,” Ramos said.

“The threat has died down in the
meantime. But nevertheless, we must
continue to exercise vigilance because of
'the sheer size of China, its expanding
economy, and its influence in the world,"”
he added.

As to the end of his term, the president
said his administration had identified the
measures that need to be put in place to
make his programme endure.

“Over the next three years, we are en-
suring that our development momentum is
not only accelerated, but made sustainable
through further economic liberalisation and
social reform."

The president witnessed the signing of

three private agreements - to put up the
Boston Capital and Investment Corp. in
Manila capitalised at $50 million between
Metrobank and Boston Financial Overseas
Corp., for closer economic cooperation
with the Massachusetts Office of Interna-
tional Trade and Investments, and for.
cooperation between the Boston and Phi-
lippine Chambers of Commerce.

Ramos will also inaugurate, with FVR
Live on RMN, the radio service of Radio
Mindanao Network in the United States,
which will come from its base station in
Newark, New Jersey.

RMN president Eric Canoy said the ser-
vice will link Filipinos in America as well as
those in the Philippines. The president's
broadcast will be carried live in the
Philippines through dzXL
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o d's archaeological treasures before they
= s3ve been properly investigated.

In the last few years, however, a Ger-
man project has been active in helping
Chinese authorities in their efforts to
systematically register archaeological
sites and introduce effective preserva-
tion measures for ancient monuments.

The project involves evaluation of old
aerial photographic material and also the
introduction of more up-to-date methods
of aerial photography in this Far East
country.

Headed by the Chair of Pre- and An-
cient History at the :_.?_E.mww of the
Rubhr in Bochum, the project receives fi-
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Mo 0GB I the project are

- m. B nin< O recent edition of

CC “ccaic  wn science magazine
I a

The photographs in question were tak-
en before, during and after World War Il
by both the Japanese and American air-
forces and are located for the most part
in the National Archives and Records
Administration in Washington.

The earliest of these photos originate
from the year 1926. 200 have so far been
evaluated in Bochum and in 1993 the
corresponding areas of land were ear-
marked for closer examination.

As an example of research results to
date, Professor Volker Pingel and col-
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treasures L.

¢ Baoquan Song, in the “Rubin” ar-
quote the ruined city of Pingling in
fong province, a relic of the Han
isty which lasted from 206 BC to
220 AD.

Aerial _u_.onom of the city show a con-
siderable level of preservation at the
time the photos were taken, which unfor-
funately has not lasted to the present day
because of large scale destruction of the
@rea.
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But _o_n_uw the walls of b~ y from the
Ming Dynasty (1368 to 1644), visible on
the photographs, are nowhere to be seen.

Traces of a mass burial ground were
found outside the city limits of Yixing,
but the site was plundered by farmers in
the recent past. Evaluation of old aerial
photos of the area offers the only possi-
bility of an accurate reconstruction of
the site.

Plundering archaeological sites is not
an uncommon occurrence, according to
Chinese authorities. Stolen artefacts are
then sold to foreign tourists. Masses of
valuable objects also find their way out
of the country via dealers in neighboring
British crown colony Hong Kong and

.Ja.\,_ —€\

the Portuguese island of Macao.

Archacological artefacts taken from il-
legal excavations of 14 royal graves in|
Henan province some years ago have

beers © ., reports say. Ac-
cord_ o w es, 25,000 graves
and EMUO M% were robbed be-
tween S 5o one in the cen-
tral E.@oo__OS — 3._

To date, one of the most ambitious
projects to safeguard antiquities is the
excavation and transferral of over a
thousand archaeological digs threatened
by the construction of the Three w-iun

Dam on the Yangtze River.
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-The 600 square kilometer area
planned to contain the flood waters
the dam, designed to be the Emma"S
the world and due for: ooﬂv_o:on »
2009.

The 'Ruhr University scientists v-i
also offered their Chinese partners thei
cooperation in preservation Eouu_Eda it
this Ed._nnr —(DPA) *
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Rare Communist confluence in China

. | Bv Jeffrey Parker n,/ it /afe>‘« front-page picture and biography »'TN
géel!i'iw L »( t of "Comrade Do Muoi”.

HETHER by accident or de-

W sign, Beijing this week finds
it {ifthe vortex of yes-

terday's ideology, hosting overlapping
visits by the last leaders of world
communism - Cuba and Vietnam. ¢

All that prevents a global Com-

munist summit is the absence of Chi-
na's mercurial neighbor, North Korea,
which technically has had no leader to
send since the death of Kim Il-sung last
year.

Pyongyang's putative leader Kim Jong-
il has yet to assume his father Kim II-
sung's titles as party chief and head of
state.

Vietnamese Communist Party chief Do
Muoi arrived on Sunday for a seven-day
stay that overlaps with Cuban president
and Communist Party chief Fidel Castro's
first visit to the Chinese People's Republic,
a 10-day tour beginning on Nov. 29.

In the traditional socialist manner, detai
Is of their dips were not disclosed,
although the party-run People’s Daily

It was not immediately known if Do
Muoi, Castro and Chinese Communist
Party chief Jiang Zemin would all sit down
together.

A Foreign Ministry spokesman said on
Thursday that China was hosting two
bilateral meetings, rather than something
more, but ideological ironies abound
whether they meet or not.

Although China stands alone as the last
big country ruled by a Communist Party, it
is loath to acknowledge leadership of the
socialist world — and would hardly

qualify to lead a summit of world
proletarian parties.
After disastrous experiments with

forced collectivization and other flights of
Stalinist fancy, China jettisoned Marxist
economics after 1978 when Deng Xiaoping
launched the era of market pricing, stock
and futures exchanges, private ownership,
Rolls- Royces and self-made millionaires.

Analysts say Deng’s genius was his
insistence on keeping the labels "so-'
cialist” to describe his ever-more capitalist
economy and “Communist” for

tho cver-more pragmatic ruling party.

Perhaps the greatest irony of all is that
rump Communists Cuba and Vietnam
can't get enough of Deng’s “socialist
market economy” and are keen to mimic
his not-sorsocialist success.

Both covet China's astonishing ec-
onomic revival, which has unleashed 16
years of double-digit economic growth
and created a global trade giant and'
regional military power, although Beijing
is still struggling with its most daunting
task, rejuvenating the vast but
uncompetitive state-owned industries, and
remains plagued by party corruption.

Cuba, tormented more than ever by the
United States-led trade embargo now that
its longtime Soviet benefactors have
thrown in the ideological towel, was never
close to China, which through much of its
46 years of Communist rule has been at
odds with Moscow.

Since the Soviet collapse, Cuba has
worked hard to kindle a friendship with
China that has come to be seen by both
sides as excellent. China's food

industry and distillers offer a key market
for the main Cuban export, sugar, while
Cuba is eager to buy cheap Chinese
foods, medicines and manufactured
goods. *

Analysts .say Castro sees China as a
model for emerging from economic
malaise and diplomatic isolation without
meeting the same fate as his Soviet and
Eastern European socialist Kin.

Havana said on Saturday it was re-
storing personal income tax for well- to-
do Cubans, restoring something that was
abolished as an evil of capitalism after
the 1959 Communist revolution.

Despite lingering pain and dis-
location dating to the Vietnam War,
Hanoi has made great strides toward
overcoming estrangement from the
United States and other Western powers
by swiftly learning the ropes of Chinese-
style economic pragmatism.

In the process, Vietham normalized
relations with China in 1991,12 years
after they fought an unseemly inter-
Communist border war, and now ap-
pears to regard its vast northern neigh-
bor more as an economic partner than
ideological ally. R)
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"China’s grain output soars

in 1991, with merchants flocking to averages 13 million tons a year, of

By BENJAMIN KANG UM

ICE was rare and rationed in
China after the disastrous great
Iegp Rgrward fgmin<? °f the late

1950s'and early 1960s'Svh'cn'Li Dajun,®
like .millions of Chinese, was issued
grain coupons allotting him small,
precious amounts daily for decades.

But China’s staple is now plentiful and
instead of being rationed can be traded as a
result of economic reforms launched by
paramount leader Deng Xiaoping in the late
1970s.

Li has used reform to restore this ancient
city in eastern Anhui province to its position
as one of China’s four biggest rice markets.

“Those times were difficult....we did not
have enough to eat,” Li, director of the rice
wholesale market in Wuhu city, said of the
great leap forward launched by the late
chairman Mao Tsetung in 1958.

“We learnt a lesson — without grain,
there can be no stability in the country...
which makes my work all the more
important,” he said in an interview.

More than 20 million people starved to
death in the great leap forward from 1958 to
1962 after farmers abandoned their fields and
joined a frenzied rush across China to try to
boost steel production through backyard
furnaces.

Rice .became scarce and supply was
tightly ' controlled. Grain coupons became a
feature of everyday life and people could not
buy rice or flour in cities without them.

The coupons were gradually phased

out in the 1990s after spectacular rises in
grain output and as Soviet-style central
planning was replaced with a system
governed by market forces.

» » Thp Wuhu .rice I’ijkOI j

1882, was closed in' 1949'when the

Wuhu to trade among themselves.

(0.07 hectares or 0.16 acres of farmland
per year before they can sell part of their
harvest on the free market.

Anhui province has been one of
China’s main breadbaskets. Grain output

which three million tons are surplus and

“Without comrade Deng Xiaoping’s sold to other provinces,

reforms, reopening the Wuhu ncc .y ji

. cxpects the expanded

volume in-a"

Li, who is also .Wuhu’s gram”jueauj . total, of 18 varieties to surge to 220,000

Rice became

tightly controlled; Grain coupons b

a feature of everyday:

life ~and en,

could not buy rice or flour in cities without”

them.Thecouponsweregralduallyphased
out in the 1990s after spectacular%onsesim«
gram output and as .Soviefeslle™ntral,

governed byvnﬁlarket forces.

,VE>; - »ivU

Communists swept to power and trade in
grain was removed from the hands of
capitalist merchants to become a government
monopoly.

The monopoly was relaxed under Deng’s
sweeping market reforms and the market
reopened in 1984 but only in name because
it consisted of a single company buying and
selling the commodity.

A formal rice market was established

(A-VT, c

director, is not satisfied. He is expanding
the rice market by merging it with up to 40
smaller such markets in a deal expected to
be consummated by the end of 1995 to
ensure supply and boost trading volume.

The smaller markets buy rice from
farmers, who can only sell part of their
harvest on the free market.

Farmers are required to sell to the
government 50 to 100 kg of rice per mu

1 tons by the year 2000 from the current
140,000-160,000 tons.

Trading in Wuhu is slow to say the
least. There are no computers and no
electronic boards. Merchants bid or
negotiate prices and then sign contracts.
Sometimes days pass without a single
transaction completed.

Wouhu has 10 food processing plants
to complement the market The
factories, operated by the municipal
grain bureau, have combined annual
capacity of two million tons.

A port along the Yangtze River for
exclusive use by rice traders was
completed last July at a cost of 43 million
yuan ($5.2 million), with the World Bank
financing half.

Equipment will be installed to transport;
grain. between the port and warehouses by
pipe. The port will have annual handling
capacity of 350,000 tons. 'm £¢' 'see{> o,

Hie market hopes to resume futures
trading one day. *

“The expanded market will trade in spot
goods and on a wholesale basis and
eventually in fixtures,” Ma Cunbin,
manager of the rice wholesale market, told
Reuters. China banned speculative grain
futures trading last December.

( -(Reutefg™.



/China tries to ignore Hillary Clinton visit

BEIJING, Sept. 6 (R) -- China tried today
to ignore Hillary Clinton's visit, even mak-
ing her aides stand briefly in the rain as bad
weather added more torment to Beijing’s
hosting of a huge international women’s
meeting.

While the diplomatic tussle between the
outspoken U.S. first lady and Chinese au-
thorities went on, horsetrading became more
heated over the final document the United
Nations Fourth Womens Conference will
issue next week.

The main spotlight remained on Mrs.
Clinton, a virtual non-person in the official
Chinese media since site arrived in Beijing on
Tuesday and slammed her hosts for al- , leged
human rights and population control abuses.

However, while Mrs. Clinton appeared
clearly out of favor with Chinese author-
ities, she was the woman of the hour with
the 25,000 women activists gathered in
Beijing for the United Nations’ biggest ever
meeting.

Clinton received a heroine’s welcome

this morning when she spoke to the activists
at the site of the parallel grassroots forum
they arc holding in a Beijing suburb.

Chinese guards made her top aides stand
in the rain for much of the speech in an ex-
ample of the heavy-handed security that has
infuriated the activists.

“1 know that you have had to endure se-
vere frustrations here as you do your work,”
Mrs. Clinton said.

About 3,000 delegates, double the ex-
pected number, turned out in rain and ankle-
deep mud to hear the speech which had to be
moved into a cinema named conference hall
because of the weather.

The situation deteriorated when guards
refused to permit members of the U.S. del-
egation who arrived with Mis. Clinton to
enter the building.

Donna Shalala, head of the Health and
Human Services Department and co-chair of
the American delegation, and Assistant
Secretary Of State Winston Lord, a former
U.S. ambassador to China, had to argue in
the rain for 30 minutes before getting in to

the building. Lisa Caputo, Mrs. Clinton’s
press secretary, never did get past the guards.
“People were jammed up. | don’t know why
they wouldn’t let people in,” she said. The
grassroots participants who did manage to
enter the auditorium welcomed Mrs. Clinton
as a heroine, with one woman holding up a
sign declaring: “We will lead like you
tomorrow.” The predominantly female
audience took turns singing protest songs such
as “we shall overcome” and “gunna keep on
moving forward” before Mrs. Clinton spoke.

“1 want to thank you for your per-
severance...It will make a difference in the
days and months and years to come,” she said.
One hour away in the comfort of the main
convention in central Beijing, conference
sources said a row appeared to be brewing
over efforts by some delegations to roll back
gains in women’s rights made at previous
meetings.

The sources did not name any nations but
described them as "spoilers” who threatened
to split the conference.
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recruit
Chinese labor

JEDDAH, Sept. 6 — Prospects for hiring

< contract laborers from the People’s Republic of
China and Vietnam to work in the Kingdom were
reviewed at a meeting by a specialized committee
held recently in Riyadh.

The committee, made up of repre-
sentatives from the ministries of interior and
commerce and the Council of Saudi
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, vis-
ited these two countries and discussed the
conditions and the type of workers who
could be brought to work in the Kingdom,
according to Al-Jazcerah.

The paper said the recruitment of contract
workers from Nepal is continuing despite
the difficulties surrounding the operation.

Among these is the absence of diplomatic
representation between the Kingdom and
Nepal and unwillingness on the part of the
Nepalese government to send its citizens to
work in Middle Eastern countries.

The paper quoted sources at recruitment
offices in Riyadh as saying Nepalese work-
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[ il HINA puts its foot down and little
Taiwan suffers an earthquake. THat
is how one analyst described the
dynamics of one of the few twenti-
eth century rivalries to_outlast the

Cold War. ' :

The panic which has convulsed Taiwan
since China announced it would test missiles
near this island from Friday has shown more

%n&ggﬁunﬁmw&uﬁﬂumgﬂ:ﬂ

me.n!muw decisively in China's favour, analysts

*As of now and for some years to come,
-Beijing has and will have the upper hand”,
Parris Chang, co-chairman of the Legislative
Yuan (parliament) mnqﬁmﬂ relations committee,

but people here can't see that. We have to do
T#something to toughen up our people’s con-
fidence”, he said in an interview.

Confidence dissolved first on Taiwan’s stock
market on Wednesday, where investors ig-
nored government exhortations not to panic
and dumped shares, knocking the index down
by more than four percent.

On Thursday, despite speculation that Tai-
wan's ruling Nationalist Party t use its fi-

nancial muscle to rescue the fear
preyed again and the index tumbled mqunn
-27 t to a 19-month low, =

e missile tests, announced by _n_...Eu on
Tuesday, are due to last a week and be con-
ducted only about 140 km north of Taiwan.

- The -manoeuvres are disturbing ' because
China, which has viewed Taiwan as a febel
province since a civil war ended in 1949, has
‘not yet revoked a threat to use force against the
~island just 220 km off its southeast coast.

Beijing said on Thursday the missile tests
. were not linked Suzwmﬂnu:a:uu_.n_.ﬂ Chi-
‘na would use force if Taiwan declared in-
dependence, it said.

No analysts expected the tests to lead to
military conflict, bOrtheysaid they would re-
mind Taiwan how powerful and unpredictable
China is and how much Taiwan now relies on
its giant neighbour.

- test Bmm__mm\

told this correspondent. “Beijing is just bluffing .

“China does not have to attack us. They can
use all kinds of measures before that. They can
close their market, throw out Taiwan investors
or do anything they walTt"; Sam"a woa@a:unnn
official who did not want to be named.

mEQuEuﬂEEN._mmn.w.ﬂEiw:E
vestment has flooded into China, bringi

«of Taiwaf-funded companjes
uﬁaﬂmﬁ#&%ﬁnﬁ__&nﬂﬂp
otal Taiwan investment there fs seorthabolt
17 billion, Taivwah President Lee Ter .r._w_dmﬁ
on Thursday. It is rising rapidly. Of
redict that China will become ._.Es_.h._m
wnumﬂﬂﬂmnﬂmaﬁdwmﬁgowﬁung

_._cam Kong, which qvertook the “United
States to become Taiwan's biggest export mar-
ket this year, reverts from Bntish to Chinese
rule in 1997 — further wﬂdﬂm&ﬁﬁm uB_Sn.u
hand.

Faced with such formidable nnn? nn_uﬁ Tai-
wan officials turn Eaﬁiﬁ:ﬁn&nﬁag
ed States for solace.

“We want to call on the United States _o_.m_n
it be known that it is not going to tolerate ac-
tions by China like these”, said Chang.'-. . .

‘But so much has changed sifice the Cold War
when United States president Harry ‘Truman
sent the Seventh Fleet to pevent a ‘communist
attack on Taiwan in 1950 as the _no-um_..__ War
brewed. ; :
i (] Hw.a,___ =:_§m_¢ that Em S:Hn States
‘would intervene now in any kind omn_mmr _u_n.
tween Taiwan and China. -

It fears B_HE_.. said a Bnﬂuﬁ of
a foreign nation's auaumuﬂg office in Tai-
wan. Relations between the. two countries

- hemently against a landmark trip to the Uni

! mﬂazmﬂ_ in June after Beijing protested ve-
te
* States by Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui— R k\




orld economic

populations in relation td their natural
resources. This is why Egypt has made
such effprts to reduce the rate of in-

crease and has brought it down from 3

N extraordlanry shlft is taking
place in world economic pow-

A:

er. recent study by the Or-
ganization  f>r Economic Cooperation perckentt)la ye%r_ to2 percgnt —_"a re- "
and Develoj  lent (OECD) shows that Markable achievement but still muc
the 25 advi  iced industrialized coun-

tries which  )ECD represents will soon'-![ too high.
account for less than half the world’s However,'
economic production. The production help
of these states — mostly North Amer- economic growth under certain condi-
ica, Western Europe and Japan — will tions. These are (1) the spread of ed-
fall from 54 percent of total world ucation and technical skills, (2) the
production in 1990 to 44.1 percent in adoption of sound economic policy
2010. The share of China alone will which means, ‘with certain qual-
increase from 11.3 percent today to ifications, free-market capitalist , pol-
19.1 percent in 2010. icies rather than socialist communist
The study concentrates on the coun-  command economy, and (3) a mini-
tries with which the advanced coun-, nibt
tries do not already have a special re-'
lationship — such as the Asian Tigers 77~
of the Pacific Rim and the large coun-.7
tries of Latin America. In the rest of '
the world it does not hesitate to talk of*,
the Big Three — China,.India and In-"
donesia. This is partly just a matter of.
population; 1993 estimates show Chi-.VV

large populations can

miima AfF nAlitiaal atahilitvs AanAd o

IrTfwim I N S I

MV

ower and C

shaw in arother ai

Cle, it would be
wrong to assume that the Chinese
economy will always be ahead of that
‘of India. What is clear is that if either
China or India manage to make the
breakthrough to sustained economic
development like Japan, it will be of
enormous economic significance to die
rest of the world. 1. £

There are two reasons why eyes are
on China. One is that for ten years
since economic reforms have been im-
plemented the economy has been
growing by an astonishing 8 to 13 per-
cent a ywr and this shows every sign of
continuing.

The second reason is that China’s

GH

13111

naat 1,172 million (expected to double' ;'
in 60 years), India 914" million (ex-
pected to double in 36 years which \

V-7 > 5-jf- <le
‘e'es\/M'A»VI N

' and' Indonesia 191 mallidorr types “instability,.,such as. fte;ctoh » ;-:
_ nssara
dcm Tigt guarante¢ economic su-ength.m
China' and India:have had.huge j mg pru 1, bt
ulations for Centuries but carried % This also mcludﬂ external securi

economic nower. Population'can be'an The eediaospendahuzcnronortlonof
obstacle to real economic growth and j..",; GNF on defense can be a disaster. So-

above all to die ability to export — es-. Vlet communism would have failed in
pecially if the rate of increase is too i , the end but its collapse came much high.
Among the : Arab countries; j more quickly because of the huge cost Egypt’s
large population with its rapid j. i of trying to defeat the West in the arms

econ/mie’blisakmmgdogapaeghrdethaSynij: fyagd; preseni/'most of the eyes of the
ftaq with their, relatively small ~ world are on,China although, as | hope

Tf%

canbea serious dnwback to economuc

Peter Mansfield

senior ruler, Deng Xiaoping, who was
in ppptilation;eary .in the.nextiyl/suffersifirom civil war but even:lesser / responsible for introducing capitalism'
- to..comniumst43MPanis..abouVtodie?.

W2 hTHmdir*hSaribhahsm.rMd”*TNo-one.cari be; surewho .will suoceed‘1,
Islam in India or the Kashmir problem me. him.

e o |

; -The most obvious is President Jing’

Ve ‘[, Zemmhuthelsnotastrongleaderand
security.

.. he could easily be swept aside ‘as the'!:
chosen successors of Chinese! -
ors have been swept aside throughout
history. mf-*

m Despite the extraordinary growdi of

the recent years we must not exagger-,
ate. It comes after centuries in which'
the Chinese economy was almost ig’

noted by the West. Even today it ac-

counts. for only 2.2 percent; of’'world

1na

«e,

trade (excluding Hong Kong). Living

.standards in southern China are rising

"rapidly but only 24 ; - of Chinese
households own'.'a tele sion and 14
percent‘a  refrigerator spared with
99 percent for both tel lision and re-
frigerators in Hong K< Sng. In fact,

Hong Kong’s 6 million people produce
the equivalent of 26 percent of China’s
GNP."<»?. "

So China has a long way to go. But
that it is going fast there can be no
doubt. And it does have some im-
portant advantages. Although life in
many ways was terrible between 1950
and 1980 which saw the failed in-
dustrialization of the Great Leap for-
ward which caused 30 million deaths
from famine and then from the Cul-
tural Revolution, Mao Tse-tung’s rule
did have some advantages. Adult lit-
eracy is as high as 80 percent and life
expectancy is 70 years. >
/.; Last year, foreign investors poured
$21 bilUon Into China (mostly in the
enterprise zones in the south) making
China the worid*S second biggest re-
cipient >of forelgn capital.;-China’s
economy is.” expected to pass that of
France by 1998 and to rival that of the *
U:S.¢ in size earlytinthenext-century. Ite>

iiveiy*doubtfilJUtbal*,*hoeyeiu-iiless-

*&fter;Der’s>deadii Will try to ..
reverse his’ economic iHarkeijreforms. -
By die year 2000; China willbe as in- 7
fluential. in world Capital™ rmrkets as T

+z Japan is today!i V*r? &p*

(Sadly;.the,Chinese people will not
necessarily gain any greater political *.!
freedom as they grow richer. Human ;
rights activists in ,the West will con- ‘
tinue to* protest f about Chinese re-
pression but we eta be sure that West-
ern government’s® will not press these’
protests very far if China, continues to
be an economic tacCess. *'i ;1: 'I*
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Taiwan, qumﬁ_u\

" ByLORIENHOLLAND concerned about Beijing’s aggressive

claims over the S = Islands and
HINA stood firm on its
i g&nﬂgﬂmﬁnnﬂﬁ“& EEEFFE&EEE
Spratly Islands Thursday in the -EEEHE&G#E_H._.%

EuEEnEEEEEwﬁEn Both dispules could threalen to
EEEE&EZ& disrupt decades of peace over South
EEEE. Asia, which has been a major force
Ennu-nn_un_ﬁn- of China behind the region’s rapid economic

Spratly) islands remain  growth.

nﬂ.._un

unchanged,” ministry bubn_wun lomat a .Em_ﬂEqun
Gornﬁaumﬁamﬁﬁ-un. “China has  “Since the of the Cold

indisputable sovereignty over the has _un_ooan the ed H_EEE
islands and their adjacent waters and  power here, but its Spratly Island claims
this fact ... has a full historical basis.” and ijts threats against Taiwan are

“From ancient times Taiwan has __ﬂa causing growing unease.”

EEEHE_Enﬂ-nE Chinese territory,” H__n Spratly archipelago
China Sea, more than 1000
force to recover the island should this FE mmn_ﬁu- southern coast, on one
man_.mnnwnnE.n-EnE. of the world’s %_
China has observer status with Malaysia, the Philippi
ASEAN, which is increasingly Brunei ubnﬂﬂinu-_ﬂ._wu claim to the

be said, adding that Beijing would use

lies deep in

. EE..._E

\\bu

islands, which are believed to sit atop
an oil and natural gas bonanza.

. “The Chinese people were the first (o

discover and develop the islands and

the Chinese government was the first to

carry out administration over the

islands,” said Shen. The contention is

EJH.E_ by the other claimants,
uding Vietnam.

Manila, and its ASEAN partners
Hﬁaﬂgﬁmii __EDEEDEM.
cencw___.& Spratly reef only 250 km

ilippine coast in February, and
almost immediately invited Vietnam —
which has a long hi of skirmishes
with China over the Spratlys — to join
EE}%E..
China's foreign ministry
officially welcomed the move, sayi

: -:gﬂﬂEEﬂHnsnsﬁuiﬂ

towards  ecomomic nndn_nuﬂnnr
diplomats in Beijing say Vietnam's
accession could tip the balance of
power away from China.

“China pushed its hand too far,” said
a Weslern diplomat. “It’s plans to pick
off each claimant one by one have been
seriously weakened by the united front
S o' o

stance over
aiwan F_..n..mﬁ_uquﬂ_ﬂu theast ja's other
possible flashpoint, with stockmarkets

EEnHﬂ.BEEEEo
's

will start a week of missile testing near
to the island only days before the July
29 stari of the ASEAN meeting.

Beljing has regarded Taiwan as a
renegade province ever since the island
split from mainland China in 1949 after
a bitter civil war and has not ruled out
taking :u-.nruu force.

Taipei’s recent attempts to break out
of its international isolation by sending
President Lee Tung-Hui on a number of
unofficial overseas visits, E_Ehnnuun
in last months trip to the United States,
have provoked torrents of anger from
Beijing.

Talks aimed at improving relations
with Taipei have been _Lmﬁ_&oanun
Beijing's E—HEE. wi ash
have reached rock bottom, but
insists it is mot al fault :n:..u:.!iuu
is totally to blame.

“Only in the case of the
independence of Taiwan or the foreign
Ecumﬁ__ of Taiwan ﬂ__ we resort to
force,” said Shen, adding that the
missile testingias —oormal™ and had
=ﬂ:wﬁﬁn¢i§5§ﬂ§ of the
sla

“This is just a normal military
exercise,” he said. Discounting its
_EEmwﬂrF.n:ﬂw nEn)Mm.m)Z
conference and the already high
lensions running across the strails.

=UFI
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‘South-Asia’hea _—._Q_.,._” wards missiles race
R e b s e DN TR s ) e
A PR Mubarilk Shah . . Given the history of ‘India's re-| the Indian threat and will respond within . healthicare, electricity and development
.-&ar_ﬂnggwgzﬁssu/%r&az? 499“..._195.?. the Wuuiaaﬁaa__e&agﬂ_ are no less than of living in other
= e e smaller states in the region are na 1t ", VOW i He | ‘of the r : I as
MR ) 2R el AR 0 gq&lﬂ!&ﬂuﬁ%ﬂaﬁm ‘warned: "Prithvi will compel Pakistan to |- other countries jn the region, can best at-
| [Epm—=g] WERE IS A DISTNCT POSSIBILTY | future plans in the. domain-of “take counter measures”. ¢ ..} %"+ "{"tend to this colossal task by first working
oﬁggd&bﬂnﬂ: tup E.h&—ougbb—oe.gﬂrgﬂnoﬁgu ..,wnﬁonﬂ-_._-‘wnuunﬁ!_HQWBﬂg.ﬁ_n - I an e ;
- F.gahgg. Hbg _u_&_. ... : M "
. | _g am».m Uﬂg. » ] l-. i T3 1 . J m._.._ .,..... .. % is ca
aronr . missiles t/{pro-.| surface-to-air ‘missile;"*Trishul"#a* low--| China the M-11 missile. Both Befjing and" |* done only if the core issues vitiating the
grammie, setting aside the concerns'and | level surface to-air missile, and "Nag”, an | Islamabad have ve denounced* | ‘environment areaddressed and.settled.
...%E&En&&ﬂﬁ% anti-tank missile, are worrisom oa.m...a._r. ‘a$ g'iNo F Groblems,
g + the region is riven with mutual | what has perturbed them :..o&.!ac..u , their commitment to the MTCR. Pakista :____mm_._m%unwoloﬁ.ﬁaanﬁnﬁmw Aue
, doubts. and- - suspicions,™" bittersvan- |“other two _._Mwﬁi-nd.o “Agni® dnd 'the |' Defence Minister Aftab Shaaban Mirani,:|.. . For years from the late severities  to
" tagonisms #and  nivalries,”{ and long- | *Prithvi", India has successfully test-fired g.sﬂﬁoznuoangnéﬁg ~-mid-eighties, there was a lot ‘of talk of
.Eu%&au:ﬁ&u;uﬁ tuneditinto | both these missiles and is’now in .._wﬁ month that apart from the “Hatif’ missile;" | confidence-building measures iri both In-

“one of the world's most turbulent spots. ‘m_...“%ua?w:ﬁﬁaﬁ&ai whose details he did not s “for se- | dia”and-Pakistan. Even some’ concrete

-The new element is sure to further ex-:| duction in its armed forces. 414" :**** | curity Teasons”, Pakistan had developed' | "steps' were taken'in that direction.  But

~acerbate - those . tensions, further }im- | - >m=m-m.-._9=mn& ¢t | jts own system to counter missile attack.. |, g came out of them as the core is- -
: - LA EER

vﬂ.ﬁmb e regional security as well as . “He asserted that after the US and Israel,. .Em,oagggn@gﬂgw.
the peace. oo t#%es | The Agni, a lethal infermediate-range | Pakistan was the only- country in the remained unsettled. the futility of
The acquisition of F&ﬂ“& midsiles | surface-to-surface missile, tested thrice | World to have an anti-missile system: the whole exercise came toa it once
capability India is g generally | for the range of 1,500-2,500 kms, is cur- | ‘How much of Mirani's assertions, and |’ that Kashmir valley exploded with a pop-
viewed as a far serious threat to their se- | rently being developed for arange of 5,000 | for that matter Ali's pronouncements, are ular ....n.ﬂ-Euu for freedom. * *

curity by its South Asian neighbours, with | Jms But even with its existing capability | mere rhetoric inten to placate the ag- | ' Suchcore’ issues embi “the re-
most of whom its relations are soured for | of carrying a payload of one tonnes as | itated public opinion in Pakistan and to | lations of India with other states in the re-
.various disputes. With Pakistan, it isem- | well as the nuclear warheads, the Agni ward off political pressures on their gov- m._u: need to be resolved to get them out of
broied in a running feud over the Kash- | can hit with uﬂauﬁn:w. results any tar- | emmentis hard to tell. But the utterances nﬁ%-?mﬂn %_nnnn... So long as that
mir that has led to two wars be- . gets all over Pakistan, in most o?«b:? QEau-muﬁawunazwgy&ﬂﬂﬁn is not done, peace in the region will remain
tween them. The third was between the | Agja  Afghanistan, and southern”and | shape of future events if India does not | elusive. It indeed is time that India
two resulted in the separation of Pald- | porthemn of China.®" ' ° * rein in its ﬁﬁa: of missiles ﬁn_:..u_oqw should ponder seriously over the plea to
stan’s eastern wing that emerged as the The Prithvi, a tactical battlefield missile | And it will be the most unfortunate for expand the scope of the SAARC to include

E‘_.ﬁ&nn. state of Ban; 8 rated superior to the Soviet Scud-B, Amer- ples of South Asia, forming over one- | in its charter the resolution of bilateral is-
_ With Bangladesh itself, India is militarily | jcan Lance and the Chinese Tong Feng, in mm.._., of the humanity - inhabiting thi i

engaged in a decades-old imbroglio over the lanet, if their region is 5%%.: ﬁ?ﬁuﬂnﬂﬁ worked “.H_.__w_u
gedina ¢ speed, accuracy and destructive. power, | planet, if engu a as in. fact very well for
sharing of rivers waters that has grievously ] can deliver a payload of 1,000 kg up to 150 senseless race for missiles. several :&n_dnﬂh_uﬂ._uoﬁﬂowna
affected the former'sagriculture. &+ . kms and payload of 500 kg up to 250 kms. Already, the major chunks of their na- | of the including paying off the
. Sri Lanka is_confronted for E.n..wuﬁ The Pnthvi in particular has stirred a_| tional budgets are being siphoned off to | member states richly in terms of political
several years with the Frankenstein's | major concern in Pakistan, as it has al-'| defence, leaving paltry sums for the key | understanding, economic. deve nt

monster. of  Tamil Tigers .who: were'| ready been deployed in the bordering In- | sectors of social welfare, education, | and human progress. -
%gggﬂﬁ&* pos- ..&»mwﬂ»ﬁ omvocw :

unnu.
_ ._

ing a serious threat to Sri jab'and Rajasthan us | hedlth, poverty flon proprammes’ 7 gmhﬂn blower

n;
Thortal oy L 2l equ.:uu in _._Hu Ekw..un._n.xﬂwwaw...ﬂnn.. and 3__”_"_ u%o_azmo_._n nﬂun.__oﬂ__s._ﬁ nonw.ﬂ % it instesd. ndia ST 0
LI et i 3 I cording to Pakistani sources, the number | Sequently,the nations e region ra A
The Emﬂ%& Nepal often finds itself | of prithvi missiles so far deployed is 100- | among the world’s poorest, with most of Y. with tsmisslle .w_.ms il
m,ﬂwma with India in transit trade | 75 with the Indian army and 25 with the sawow_aiuasg.sﬁu..ﬁsa a missiles race that will suck in not only the
_meumsnn..muaam_amd&oa Indian airforce. ' .1 Lzisan wo |ipoverty, hunger, disease and illiteracy. | South Asian natioris but also the countries
Eaﬁﬁﬁwa qaa.m? oy E.w;%m isa ﬁﬂ:ﬂu for ?rmzﬁ w._sa%guaaa?wmﬁj?auuuﬂ Sﬁkn_mu ; ma.._smsas_&s&ﬂ..
Anti-india feel gowing | use it can ] against Paki- more and missiles, missiles the :
amongthe pubicin Maldivesand Bhutan 00, |, stan®, Pakdstan President Farooq Leghari is- |- schools, vaanhi ds, electricity, and | tercontinental bﬁn a.uﬁ.ruﬂﬁ
because of New Delhi's domineeringconduct | reported to have told Indian Prime Minister | developmentprojects. .~ . ' .| would transcend the region, provoking ap-
A EER_Q power . Narasimha Rao during his visit toNew Delhi | The initiatives in this direction have to | propriate reactions from the threatened
o ' .- | early this year to participate in. SAARC | come from India, being the bigger country | states beyond South Asia as well
_ With the world's third largest army, the |' summit. He also expr the apprehen- | in the region in terms of size, population | “. The Surya missile, initi
fourth largest air force, the fifth largest | sion that this new development would fur- | and resources, rather than its: smaller g%onn.ggagmbnmwmg_&x@
navy and a demonstrated nuclear weap- | ther exacerbate tension in theregion... - - E_ﬂgﬂuﬁﬁgn_ﬂgfa. for 20,000 ks, is expected to go through
ons_programme, India is already, pro- |. A rather_sharper reaction,” however, | U in New Delhi that no super-_| its first test-firing sometimes next year.
jecting an awesome military mightin the | came from Pakistan Foreign Minister Sar-_ | structure, no matter how imposing it be,’| The Agni together with Eu.m:_ﬁ would
. region which New Delhi has not been |- dar Asseff Ali. “Pakistan will respond to | €an sustain for long on a mass of under-' | thus involve- South® Asia in a far bigger
found wanting in wielding A still greater |" Prithyi,” Ali declared in the National As- | nourished, diseased and illiterate human-_|. missiles race, with grave negative security
: asaun.am._voqaﬂ has been added to it by, |, sembly, the lower house of Pakistan par-, | ity. India’s national interest indeed will be .| implications no less for the people of India
I India’s *integrated | guided-missiles ; de-'|' liament, during a debate on. the buming | best served by a satisfied people than a.|. than of the other regional states.
! velopment programme, costing over Rs1. . of the mosque and religious complex at | dissatisfied populace. The instance of the | ~And this will be essentially a nuclear
¢ billion,  which_ it launched eamestly in |! Charar Sharif in Indian-held, Kashmir, | erstwhile Soviet émpire is quite educative. | race as missiles without nuclear war-
+ 1923, The programme has already de- | which according to eyewitness accounts | The Soviets raised a formidable military | heads make no sense atall Is it is morally
livered to India fiuesaissile systems com- |, were destroyed by the bombing of the In- | machine to become a nocm_sﬂﬁaqiﬁ correct for India then to expose its own
prising medium and long range surface- |' dian troops while the Indian authorities | but they neglected the basic |pm.En=. people, leave aside the others, to such
ﬂ?nh_mnna, short-range surface-to-airand |, slap the responsibility on the militants | citizens. And when the chips were down, | grave hazards? -The Indian leadershif

third generation anti-tank missiles. Cur- |’ -Yu}ou&:_wua almost six-year popular | the empire blew away into smithereensin | needs to think it over dispassionately.
e v

[ rently,-India is developing an inter-+ uprising in the disputed state of Jammu- | 1O timelike acubeoficeon fire.
“continental ballistic missile and a sub- | “an Kashmir against the Indian rule. The basic needs of the vast majority of | Mubarik Shah is a former senior Pakistani

marine-launched ballistic missile. *pakistan cannot remain oblivious to | the people in India for food, education, | specialising in information and South Asian affai
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talks ahead
By maﬂﬂhﬂ%ﬂﬂ?ﬂm” ._ ..

: spate of bilateral grievances
>E—w test the n_ﬂau /ad-
ministration's policy of engage-

_ ment with China in }upcoming
Eﬁucngﬂsmﬂaﬂéomwﬁuiaﬂnn

* Christopher and Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen, officials ﬁaﬂﬁiﬁ Chinese
missile sales and human rights abuses,”

-

Trade Organization and stepped-up

military maneuvers could all arise in a

meeting Aug. 1 between Christopher
A tatuct Seirsaiy of Sl o s

‘I “Assistant Secretary o

Asia and the Pacific Winston Lord last
| week acknowledged that China had be-
come "a major problem,” even as he
took pains to praise U.S. relations with
China's Asian neighbors. | yr ! .-
' "It is our hope that this ;meeting
would pave the way for us to'mend re-.
lations with China," Lord, a former U.S. ;
ambassador to China, told journalists,
.Tuesday. But hie also criticized Chinese

‘Taiwan as not "promoting stability in
'the straits.” . Ties have been.sorely
" strained _.&aaw.._.__tewai._ﬁ
“after Taiwan's president paid a private
U.S. visit in June and Gﬁ&o.ﬁﬁv&.
‘ities nrﬁmanm ig.nwﬂb human’ rights
+| activist Harry Wu with espionage sev-
' 'eral weeks later. China views Taiwan as
a breakaway province and 'objects
1| strongly to any moves that to
strengthen Taipei or bolster its inter-
national standing. JichE
*. "Missile sales will be the bitter pill
that China will have to swallow" in the
ing talks, said Brett Li ott,
ina analyst at The Heritage Founda-
tion, a conservative  think 'tank *with
close ties to the Republican-controlled
Congress. "Taiwan is the bittet pill that
i'the United States will have to swallow,"
i*he ‘gaid."The’ time' for ' talking~about

"ftest the Clinton administration's ‘strat-
_ egy of broad "comprehensive engage-
. ment” with China. , . -, A 1nros

_ ,X \

@hina; US.r"

have tough'

)= Tolf

intellectual property issues, market ac- .
cess, China's accession to the 'World

missile tests ‘near the northern'tip of

sharply -

*’|+1+."If China's an important to

t " | { Madame !
; broad issues is ovet.” But raiSing spe- /
. €ific grievances in the talks, alongside ..’
s the Association bf Southeast Asian Na- .

- tions (ASEAN) meeting in Brunei, may -

._ .wﬂ:n?

%.n._?;._._?s.sia.,;ﬂ
SEASESE
m on

fore relations
the upcoming talks as a potentially de- '

cisive event in bilateral relations.....5. .
, "Whether there will be a. turning

point ... is all hinged _.ﬁﬁ the outcome .
i

of the talks,” Foreign

F

nistry

ington , make . amends mo—...v-:a..!.muw
._.-iu.a-.._.n__EnEEHnnw&Ea-w_uF

‘| .. The State Department, for its part,
. has sought .o_noﬁu%_- .Bni,?_._ﬁon ;

of the meeting an the position
that bilateral relatioris ﬂﬁu__ﬂ_ B BUsS-
tained longerm _effort. , The United
'States officials /stress privately ' that
Washington is unwilling eithéf to apol-
ogize for Lee's visit br to dccept sole
responsibility for the, downturnin re-
._-ao_._m.. Further Woﬂmman!w&a_-ﬂ m.?
newed reports that .Washington has
! strong : evidence ' of ' Chinese ! missile
- sales to Pakistan — and a growing view

.-in China that Washington is seeking to

. contain the world's ‘most lous na-

.tion as it develops into'h

with China, not containment,? jajifi &1 -

"Simon and Senate Majority leader Bob
Dole,” will likely' iinnoy Béij

fivaly

Jad G €

&

d deteriorate as they
* have. China has indicated that it views

EEEEW Hs
| and economic power.Lord-soughtito . .
counter that view 'this waﬁﬁg o

{. that U.S! policy femains fengagement - |

"' Two senior legislators, mizﬂ.-.-:_ o

: _uwm again|

(8 [ €u§2ua_mn_”q,. osting & réception for': | '
.Eu_w.r__x * widow of . ; |

{ Taiwan's late ‘nationalist léader.! Pres:' | -
' {dent Bill Clinton thid month anndunced ! : -
#ﬁzw& telafions'With Chind's long! | 1

ival, Vietar:fith NoHichi it had 1 1.
§e§=§ww§%§ 3
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policies. Vietnam too has changed. It has begun to
open its markets and investments are pouring in.
The nation with which it fought a bitter war,the US,
recently established full diplomatic relations and is
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mnesty on

offensive in
China debut

By Marcus Eliason
Beljing

MNESTY International erit-
> icized China's human rights

record Tuesday. So what else is
new? The venue. This attack was
mounted in the Chinese capital, mark-
ing the first time the worldwide human
1ww_ﬁ organization has been allowed to
operate above-ground in China.

It’s the w_.mon China must pay for the
honor of hosting the U.N.-sponsored
fourth world conference on women.
Amnesty International, a Nobel Peace
Prize laureate, has an official tie to the
United Nations, and China bad no
choice but to let its campaigners enter
the country and hold a news confer-
ence.

Amnesty International is a longtime
critic of the Chinese government, and
it went straight on the offensive Tues-
day, with Secretary-General Pierre
Sane citing the arrest and harassment
of dissidents and churchgoers, and the
execution of up to 16 criminals in a
pre-conference cleanup of the capital.

“We have heard virtually every ex-
cuse from governments to justify hu-
man rights violations, but this is simply
unbelievable. To welcome the !E_% to
Beijing, must people die?” he asked.
“Sitting here in the capital of a country
whose government has a grave human
rights record, we cannot be silent.”

China and other authoritarian Asian
governments maintain that some hu-
man rights, like freedom from hunger,
are more important than those ad-
vocated by London-based Amnesty
International. Sane said: “You don’t
have necessarily to torture people in
order to feed them. ... You cannot just
pick and choose in the universal hu-
man rights those that really fit your
own political agenda.”

His strong words drew a frosty re-
sponse from China. “Amnesty Inter-
national is an omwmumﬁ.moa that has al-
ways harbored deep prejudices against
China, and its allegations are ground-
less,” Foreign Ministry spokesman
Chen Jian said at his biweekly media
briefing.

The state-controlled Chinese media
ptayed away from Amnesty Inter-
national’s news conference, so the or-
ganization's message is unlikely to
reach the Chinese public.
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Republicans are saying zw_ﬁiqw.woﬁﬂ
Clinton's planned visit to China to attend a
conference on women's issues sends the
wrong message lo citizens of the Com-

mumist .
E.J.wwnn!ﬂ_. Clinton goes as first

lady of _ﬁ_sm_ m_uhu of America, it
sends & number of mix es,” Rep.
Susan Molinari, a Eﬂaﬂnmua ZH
York, said yesterday. “There’s no doubt
that China’s going to use Jn visit of Mrs.
Eﬂﬂ_ as a propaganda tool.”

olinari was worried that the first lady’s
visit would allow China to whitewash its,
human rights record and ignore the plight
of women there,

But Geraldine Ferraro, U.S. ambassador
to the UN. Human Rights Commission,
called Mrs. Clinton's decision to attend the
U.N.-spon sﬂ,__n._ nﬁwﬁnﬂ% MM?
en in g “a win for women throughout
the t_u._w__.w Fermaro said that a planned
statement the Sept. 4-15 conference will is-
sue, addressing economic and political
rights for women and violence against
them, will have an impact on Chinese so-
ciety. “China will be criticized in that doc-
ument,” she said.

But Molinari, who joined Ferraro on

M.M\..Eﬂmﬁw China trip sends wrong signal: Critics

ABC television's “This Week with David  record. But she stopped short of saying the

Brinkley,” questioned whether that mes-  first lady would be as direct.

sage will reach the Chinese people through - “We believe Mrs. Clinton's going is a

the nation’s tightly controlled state media. victory for women, women's issues, and
As the debate continues, U.S. diplomats  (shows) the importance that the ad-

said they were discussing a visit by Chinese %uﬂ%ﬁﬂuﬂuﬂ!ﬁnﬂfﬁ&.:

* Fresident Jiang Zemin to the United States,  Albright sai

which could include a meeting with Pres- Albright said y relations be-
ident Clinton to discuss Sino-American re- uuaﬂn:%”_ ciﬂ“ﬂ» and China are
lations, “back on track” following talks in Beiji
Madeleine Albright, U.S. ambassador to  in which plans for & possible mE?m-ﬂWm
the United Mations, said neither the pro- summit were discussed.
posed meeting mor Mrs. Clinton's at- But she acknowledged that while the di-
tendance at the conference were linked to  alogue had been resumed, differences fe-
China’s release of Chinese-American hu- main over China’s controversial nuclear
man rights activist Harry Wu. testing, its missile technology exports to
Wu said Saturday that the first lady’s trip  Pakistan and its threatenin vior to-
would be a mistake, EJﬂnﬁ.ﬁ itwouldbe ward Taiwan. “] think it is mﬂw on track,”
interpreted as a victory for China. Albright said in a television interview.
“We're all very glad to have Mr. Harry Relations between the two nuclear-
Wu back in the United States where he is  armed countries had taken a tum for the
free 10 make statements like that,” Albright  worse over the past three months following
said on CBS" “Face the Nation." Albright  President Clinton's decision to sllow Tai-
said Mrs, Clinton was driven to attend the  wan's president to make a private visit to
meeting by her commitment to improving  the United States in June, decision in-
the lot of women around the world, and that  furjated Beijing, which considers Taiwan a
her visit 1o the conference would focus on  breakaway province, and led to charges that
*human rights and women's rights.” Alb-  the United States had violated the treaties
right glso planned to attend and said she  that have governed relations between the
would speak against China's human rights  two countries since 1972.
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. By Carol Giacomo
Washingion

N increasingly rigid standoff
>§ﬂ= China and the United

States has raised the ominous
prospect of a decline in relations from
imperfect engagement to outright con-
frontation. The two sides are not there
yet but there are disturbing signs that
one of the world's key strategic re-
lationships has gone into a freefall
from which it may not soon recover.

The signs include Beijing's de-
tention on June 19 of ' Chinese-
American activist Harry Wu, mounting
aggravation in Beijing over improved
U.S.-Taiwan links and- China's con-
tinued refusal to hold senior-level talks
with Washington.

The immediate trigger for plum-
meting Sino-American ties was Pres-
ident Bill Clinton's decision to grant a
. | visa — for the first time — to Tai-
wanese President Lee Teng-hui so he
could attend a reunion last month at

York, where he had studied. -
Clinton added a new twist on Friday
when he lifted trade sanctions imposed
on Taiwan last year to persuade it to
curb the trade in rhinoceros and tiger
parts to help efforts to conserve the
endan animals. But in truth,
U.S.-China relations never fully re-
covered from Beijing's violent 1989
crackdown on pro-democracy dem-
onstrators in the capital's Tiananmen
Square, That episode stoked a punitive
policy toward China — over human
rights abuses, arms sales to unsavory
states and a growing trade surplus —
that became increasingly driven by

domestic politics and Congress.
Clinton, who accused predecessor
George Bush of coddling Beijing,
contributed to that punitive climate by
" initially linking progress on human
rights with trade benecfits. But he
abandoned that approach in 1994 when
it seemed not to influence China _mumn_

threatened to adversely affect
husiness.
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Chinese aggression In Asia feared as
Beiiing geﬁ first of 4 Russian subs

RUSSIA has already turned pyer, the first
of four new patrol submarines which will.
dramatically improve China’s fleet, rais-.
ing fears of new Chinese aggressmn in
Asia and the Pacific, .

Robert Kamiol, Asia-Pacific editor of
Jane’s Defence Weekly, said yesterday that
the $1 billion deal for the advanced Kilo-
class diesel .vessels was signed in No-
vember. The first sub is on a Chinese
merchant ship heading for China, he
said.

“This is a major generational jump
from China’s current fleet and there are
fears that it could use the vessels to push
its own interests in the region,” Kamiol
told the Associated Press from his, office
in Bangkok, Thailand.

The diesel submarines, which can stay
at .sea for several weeks, have so-
phisticated search and attack sonars.

Kamiol, who first reported the sale in
the November 19 issue of Jane’s Defence
Weekly, said Russia’s decision to sell “its
most advanced technology” to China "is
very worrisome to other countries in the

region.” These mclude Talwan which
fears a naval blockade by China. = 'w? .

The communist power regards Taiwpn ¢
mas part of China.: es o' m<mi

John Downing, naval research and in- _
formation officer at the London-based In- *
temational Institute for Strategic Studies; (
said the new submarines will put China in a
better position to compete with.its neighbours
in exploiting the Spratlysi ’

“It is all up for grabs," he said.

In his Jane's report, Kamiol quoted US
sources as saying Lt. Gen. James Clapper,
director of the Defence Intelligence Agency,
raised US concerns about the. deal during a
visit to China.

China reportedly also is seeking a li-
cence .to manufacture the submarines. It is
developing its own generation of diesel-
electric .and nuclear-powered sub-" marines,
but.these .will riot be avallable for some
years. n

The 1994-95 edition of Jane’s Fighting'
Ships says China has about 50 sub-i
marines, including two strategic missile?
subs, five attack subs and 39 obsolescent”
Ming and Romeo class patrol subs. * -
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China could break up after
Deng's death - US

BEIJING (DPA) - There is a fifty- fifty
chance of China breaking up like the Soviet
Union alter the death of strongman Deng
Xiaoping, says a study for the United States
Defense Department. 'e

The explosive document presents the
nightmare of all China experts. "There is

no apparent internal balance of political
forces and Deng's death will create a po-
litical vacuum for both conservatives and
reformers to move in," says the study.

The study, which was published first in
the Hong Kong daily South China Morning
Post, secs only a 30 percent

in an air raid, AFpP

CHECHEN REFUGEES: Two Chechen refugees pull a cart with their belongings as they
leave a village near the Chechen capital of Grozny on Friday after their house was destroyed

g
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study

chance of the country contlnumg on its
present course.

The document prepared by about 15 to
20 China experts in August shows little
faith in the "collective leadership" of bead
of state and party Jiang Zemin, Prime
Minister Li Peng and Deputy Prime
Minister Zhu Rongji.

It says that they may retain the reins of
power only up to a couple of years after the
death of the 90-year-old architect of China's
economic reforms.

The study gives various alternative
scenarios. The include emergence of a
nationalist strongman with the backing of
the armed forces, division of the country in
regions and total collapse of the
government.

The Pentagon rushed to clarify that the
study did not reflect the US government's
stand.

If one carefully reads the statements of
Deng's daughter, the patriarch himself or at
least his influential family appear worried
about whether . his successors, the present
"third leadership generation,” are sitting
firmly enough in the saddle.

Deng Rong, who serves as her father’s
spokesperson, quoted him: "My main role
now is to remain healthy and continue
living. This is the main support | can give to
them."”
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By Jane MacArtney

nearly 3 000 strong parliament who

record for' a plece ‘of government-

damage. He welcomed the

Parliament shocks Chinaks ruler%ﬁrmth no’

Beijing

T is not supposed to happen to
China's all-powerful Communist
| leaders. Their traditionally com-
pliant parliament is not supposed to
say “no”.

Last week's Bolshie parliament
votes added to the headaches troubling
Beijing's Communist rulers this year.
Paramount leader Deng Xiaoping could
die, scorching inflation could persist in
double-digits and lumbering state-
owned enterprises could hemorrhage
yet more state funds, emptying
disgruntled  workers into un-
employment queues.

An unprecedented one-third of die
Communist-controlled National Peo-
ple's Congress, China's parliament,
chose last week to reject a vice premier
candidate proposed by Premier Li Peng
and die Politburo, China's top decision-
making body.

“There has never been such a protest
vote before in the Congress,” a senior
official said. “This shows that NPC
delegates are using to the full the lim-
ited democracy they have been given.”
The 26.4 percent of members of the

decliried to back Politburo member Ji-
ang Chunyun, elected on Friday as vice
premier in charge of agriculture, dealt a
surprise snub to the Communist elite.
The tiny coterie of leaders present their
protég6s for ratification by the tradi-
tionally rubber-stamp parliament as a
formality after decisions taken in secret
behind the vermilion walls of Beijing's
Zhongnanhai government compound.

“The central leadership can coun-
tenance debate from deputies over
laws, but personnel decisions are po-
litical and this is an area where dissent
is not acceptable,” a Chinese analyst
said. “The opposition votes, especially
against Jiang Chunyun, were not ex-
pected by the party leadership,” die
official said. Deputies chose this year
to question both personnel choices and
proposed laws.

The usually docile parliament de-
livered its second slap in the face in
two days when a third of deputies de-
clined to back the central-bank law at
Saturday’s closing session.

The law on the central bank was
passed,'but won the support of only 66
percent of deputies, the lowest level on

proposed legislation. Those-opposed
wanted the Congress, and not the
state council, China's cabinet, to su-
pervise die bank.

Parliament is still controlled by die
party with 80 percent of deputies party
members and thus theoretically subject
to party discipline. But in recent years
it has begun to flex its muscles through
larger opposition votes.

Anticipating defiance, the party
Central Committee Organization De-
partment sent teams to provincial del-
egations to persuade them to vote for
Jiang and another vice premier can-
didate, Wu Bangguo. Many refused.

“Because it Is electronic voting, the
department cannot trace who voted
against Jiang and Wu,’* die official
said. The newly disobedient deputies
cited several marks against Jiang, in-
cluding his age, he is 64, and the per-
ception that he was chosen as a yes-
man for president and communist party
chief Jiang Zemin, who is no relation,
he said.

Jiang's nickname in Shandong, the
northern province he used to head, is
“No. 1 self-promoter”, he said.

Premier Li Peng scrambled to con-

IS-
tent as democratic.

“Deputies... offered some criticisms
and suggestions,” Li said after the an-
nual session ended. “Therefore | be-
lieve this session is a fully democratic
meeting.” Many deputies were satis-
fied with their show of autonomy, al-
though the public was not informed.
No newspaper or television report re-
vealed the dissenting votes.

“We deputies made requests and '
criticisms and were answered, either
immediately or soon after,” a delegate
from tile northern Hebei province said.
“| cannot say we were always satisfied
by the responses but at least we get
them.”

“There have been more comments at
this congress than at anytime in his-
tory,” a deputy told national television,
exposing both its past impotence and
how much further it has to go before it
obtains a real voice or actually rejects
a motion.

Dissident student leader Wang Dan
also had an opinion. “We cannot say
the votes signify major progress in
China's democracy because there was
no choice, with only two vice premiers
nominated for two posts.” (R)
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Now, however, with the purge concluded and Jiang’s posi-
tion as China’s Communist Party leader and supreme military
icommander unrivaled, Liu and Zhang appear reluctant to leave
ithe stage.

“The old guys are still in control of the military,” one long-
ftime Chinese analyst said. “They just refuse to retire and I be-
lieve they are going to remain in office to hold on to their own
power.”

In recent months, there have been persistent reports that
Zhang would be forced into retirement at the annual gathering
of the Communist Party leadership, held this year in Septem-
ber.

In rare public comments on leadership changes, Zhang dis-
missed this speculation when approached by two Western re-
porters during a banguet at the Great Hall of the People.

“There isn’t going to be any change,” he retorted with a grin.

Now, two months after the party’s leadership meelings, a
number of Western diplomats say they believe that retirement
plans for Zhang and Liu have been shelved.

“I think they are anxious not to leave at a time when Deng
seems about to go and there are lots of questions about the
transition,” one Western diplomat said.

Whether they resisted retirement or had their terms extended
with the concurrence of Jiang is still an open question. The
pnly thing certain is that their power and influence is intact.

Liu remains a member of the Politburo’s standing commit-

, and he and Zhang serve as the depuly chairman of the Cen-
» 1 Military Commission, China’s equivalent of the U.S. Na-
2 nal Security Council, which Jiang heads.

in newiphase

Emzn Oon E.__B..w out o_. politics

Both Liu and Zhang are alsome = 'm . -
works, and personal and family relat =~ — N
tions of power in China. Liu, for #19s ¥ 1> ¢ wnauZ
Marshal Nie Rongzhen, who nurtureo mﬂr T
programs through the tumultuous ye¢ : o & ¥ o= 1o > 5

tion,

Zhang’s 60 years in the party and military include serving
under Marshal Chen Yi, who was foreign minister under Zhou
Enlai.

Helping to cement Jiang’s power, the admiral and general
have themselves groomed a new generation of top generals.
And Jiang has now personally pinned generals’ stars on 25 of
the nation’s 29 top military leaders.

But the continued presence of Liu and Zhang reflects not
only the jitters about Deng’s health, Chinese and Westen ex-
perts say, but also a possible lack of confidence in Jiang’s abil-
ity to hold together the powerful and competing forces within
the party and Chinese society overall.

“Jiang Zemin is not a rock that you can build a regime on,”
said a longtime China specialist, who argues that the Chinese
leader will quickly find himself straddling irreconcilable differ-
ences between the party’s moderates and hard-liners after the
death of Deng, 90.

Should a power struggle erupt, as one did after the death of
Mao in 1976, Liu and Zhang would be among the key uosﬁ.
brokers.

Many Chinese argue that if the party erupts in w
strife and Jiang is unable or unwilling to control it, © 2

military and its more than three million members wi W=
to preserve China's unity. (NYT)
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 DISSIDENTS MEET: Qin Yon,

in, right, meets with fellow dissidents and ‘activists In a Beijing apartment to announce
formation Sunday of a **Peace Charter’’ group, calling on the communist party Yo nccept a multi-party system. From left 8.,".5

are charter signatories: Sha Yuguang, Chen Lu, Qian Yumin, Liu Nianchun and Qin,Yongmin. arr
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on tales that Deng wasill 35 ~

flow to send it soaringon) T _  «
was not Deng but his chi T
hardliner Chen Yun, who-» N b
China has but one answet, = _
the health of Deng, the g e =
reforms that allow stock 5
with the Communist Party.

*Deng Xiaoping is very healthy now," a For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman said on Friday, re-
peating a consistent line from officials and
Deng’s relatives. Privatel. many well
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The festive atmosphere was in
contrast of five years ago, when the vast
concrete-paved plaza was closed to all

" but carefully selected groups — and emp-

ty on the eve of National Day - fol-

lowing the violent suppression of
&Eu%unw celebrations several =§m..=._..a.

earlier.

The city was still under martial law
then, Despite the rainbow-colored flags
waving over its thoroughfares and a fire-
works extravaganza, an air of lension
prevailed.

This year, the gaiety has returned.

The bright lights and neon signs flash-
ing in the commercial district to the
south of the square, and the cameras car-
ried by almost every family, illustrated
the changes that have taken place since |
1989 — in particular ex economic
reforms that have raised Chinese living
standards to their highest level fever,

To instill a sense of well-being, the
overnment ordered food reserves re-
eased to ensure well-stocked shops. It
also has enforced price ceilings to help
ﬂ.&n sting out of 20 percent-plus in-
on.

The relatively extravagant celebrations
also are in keeping with the current po-
litical campaign to instill patriotism:
NEWSP this week made a
point of reminding residents to display
the national flag on Saturday. _

Some 400,000 people were expected
to take part in daytime festivities at ma-
jor parks throughout the city and another
100,000 were to attend Saturday eve-
ning’s ,ceremony of fireworks, gun sa-
lutes and dance performances.

Some 5 million potted plants have
been set out in omamental displays,
some - sculpted to look like satellite
dishes, to brighten Beijing streets.

On Friday evening, Premier Li re-
minded some 3,000 guests — including
many foreign diplomats — during a Na-
tional Day reception of the progress
China has made under communism and
wn its commitment o continuing re-
Orms.

|

“China cannot develop in isolation

from the world and the world cannot
progress without China,” L1 said.
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~Sino-Russian
-~ alliance .

Special to Riyadh Daily
N the 1990s Russia and China are taking divergent paths. Russia
Hrllﬁnils?i!?lﬁ the Partner-
and

In the past, both countries had simllar systems. They both had a cen-
tralized economy. But the soclalist model to be a fiasco In the
former Soviet Unlon while China had to a little to some privatiza-
tion without discarding centralized control. Russia admires this Chi-
nese model and Its Independence. Russia has been nccused by its people
of being a colony of the West. The Chinese model Is therefore an al-
ternative that could benefit Russia economically and socially. That was
the purpose of the latest agreements to open up trade between the two.

For China, to boost trade with Russla and open up new areas of
Egaga_ﬂgﬂggr'ﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬂ!uﬁﬁn“ﬁ

o n ts
sla won'l ralse such Issues. China had been pralsed for
feed, clothe, provide and health care. But China may benefit from
Russia in the field of nuclear arms since this seems the way of the fu-

fu
HrﬂbnE.E.Euziﬁrlra.%"u!EHEﬁrlig
%-EHFE-E—IIJ.IEF continuous changing al-
liances are a source of fear in -Euinﬂjngroﬂﬂ-
to Increase its armament budget, Vietnam Is improving its

ties with the US, and the of democratic transitions In some Aslan
nations all serve to make feel more insecure and In need of de-

veloping Its arms industry. !
China's strategy has always been to maintain Its status as the Middle
Kingdom which must be 1 in all modern day activities and in all

spheres beneficial to It work peace on all its frontiers so that
Eqﬂ?&iﬂﬂvﬂgfnﬂﬁqg.ﬁﬁgﬁ_nga.
Whence the agreement India to reduce troop developments a
Himalayan border. T
Egﬁ.gﬂﬁgﬂiigﬂa%wagn?
ite admitting it did not meet his demand for in human
rights. Trade with China and been beneficlal to the US as well and this
Is what Russia Is seeking as well.

A close alliance with China would enhance Russian prestige at home
and strike back those who accuse it of following the West. Sino-Kusslan
%EEIEEE!:EE.EE#ﬁEEE

.ﬁPW\M\\D? x(ﬁ\vkw u\ﬁ.nm __\Im.nk
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into famine. As tens of millions starved to | W JAPAN

death, Mao temporarily stopped eating .
ng the meat, but refused to take responsibility for Q
i flled the disaster he had created. He dismissed @
alinos Defense Minister Peng aﬂwﬁ. a loyal
aide, after Peng wrote Mao a letter cniticiz- . iy . .
i ing e Gt Lesp Forward. S L ey Newly disclosed diaries of an imperial r_.wm_ﬁw 5
P *1 learned s no justice. You mi . . . T Te
g e o tibisthemt | indicate high-level misgivings about World War
noved During his tenure as Mao's physician, : :
lived, w Li constantly came face to face with the | By SATSUKIOBA TOKYO veal details of Takamatsu’s effort to per-
ing from Chairman’s profound mistrust of medi- suade his brother to sue for peace after
__.Hmﬂiﬁ his cine. In January 1972 Mao spent weeks in h h JUST CANNOT BELIEVE THAT WAR IS | Japan's shattering naval defeat in the battle
orour de- bed, his breathing so labored he could not something we should proceed with | of Midway in 1942. )
her last even cough, but he refused treatment. By ... I believe we should prevent it to The Takamatsu diaries follow another
interview Feb. 1, swollen and seriously ill, he finally the utmost of our abilities” The | recent disclosure of the imperial family’s
called for his doctor. “Do you think there is | lines were penned in 1934 by a young offi- | opposition to the war and the military.
chapters any hope?” he asked. Li spent the mext | cer serving on the battleship Fusoas Japan | Last July another of Hirohito’s brothers,
libi- three weeks trying to get Mao well enough | was steering a course toward war, : .
to prac- to receive Richard Nixon, who arrived in | Many naval officers harbored reser- | 4
above Beijing on Feb. 21. “Mao was asexcited as I | vations about Tokyo's aggressive [ i
hed at one had ever seen him,” Li writes. "He wokeup | policies, which were largely dictated
omelimes early. Zhou Fuming gave him a shave anda | by army generals, but this sailor was
, with one haircut, his first in more than five months. | someone special: the late Prince Ta-
in a near- The emergency medical equipment, in- | kamatsu (1905-1987), a younger
a0 take a cloding oxygen tanks and a respirator that | brother of Emperor Hirchito, in
ort her to Henry Kissinger had sent after his secret | whose name Japan conquered much
vTites. visit the previous July, had to be removed | of Asia.
no longer from Mao's room. We put the tanks in a The 20-volume diary, written in
urth wife, huge lacquered trunk and hid the rest of | Takamatsu’s own hand between
1g women the equipment behind potted plants” 1922 and 1947, was discovered byan |
sereal dis- aide cleaning out the prince’s Tokyo |
swed as a HROUGHOUT THE BOOK, LI SKETCHES | home in 1991, and eventually §&
heir close por- traits of some of the era’s major | wound up in the hands of the [
" Li sug- figures. Jiang Qing, a key force in the | monthly magazine Chuo Koron. The [+
the infec- Cultural Revolution, is described as | Imperial Household Agency, the
o obvious a narvissistic hypochondriac who imag- | caretaker of the family's closely
Seation, Li ined that her body was “riddled with dis- | guarded reputation, opposes publi-
+ bodies of ease. She was troubled by a ringing in her | cation because of passages poten-
Chairman ears and said it felt as though insects were | tially embarrassing to the imperial
st, the au- trying to crawl in. She could not bear light | family; Takamatsu, for example,
belief that or noise.” As for Zhou En Lai, longtime | calls life as a prince “the most ridic-
1gevity. As Premier, Li contends that he did not de- | ulous occupation.” Princess Ki- N e A
d calculus: serve the esteem he enjoyed outside Chi- | kuko, Takamatsu” 80-year-old wid- § f N Nﬁr...,...\ﬂ
reapons to na. “He looked so nice, many Westerners | ow, on the other hand, wants the B! \w v
 1is lovers, feel close to him. But he was Mao's loyal | diaries published because of their o R - h
husbands servant.” historical value, specifically the 2] =
0 A surreal episode in The Private Life | light they shed on debate withinthe frora e cen h o youns Takamatsu secretly
ob, Li wit- describes the frantic efforts to embalm | imperial family about the war. Ma-
o's temper. Mao's body so that it could be permanently | sami Aoyagi, an editor at Chuo Kovon, | Prince Mikasa, 79, revealed that in 1944
swo Minis- displayed. "Altogether we injected a total | which broke the story about the diaries | he had made a speech while serving as a
the people of 22 liters of formaldehyde, some six more | last week, calls them “unprecedented” | staff officer in Nanjing, the site of major
1any body- than the formula called for. The results | Says he: “It's the first time that an imperial | Japanese atrocities. “Anti-Japanese prop-
»used very were shocking. Mao's face was bloated, as | prince has been known to keep a diary, let | aganda is justified” he told fellow officers
such high round as a ball, and his neck was the width | alone have it published.” in a going-away speech, “because of the
t to myself: of his head. Formaldehyde oozed from his A team of three editors is working on | brutal crimes committed by the Japanese
s place.” pores like perspiration.” the project, and the first volumes will be | army—like looting, rape and killing of ci-
he writes, After Li moved to the U.S. his name was | published next spring. Passages disclosed | vilians” Mikasa tried to exonerate the
ew and of- removed from all official Chinese texts, al- | so far show that Takamatsu had deep mis- | Emperor from responsibility, arguing that
riciousness though his face can be spotted in unre- | givings about the war and its conduct, In | the “war [in China] did not begin because
he sweep- touched photos with Mao, several of which | the case of the pivotal Marco Polo Bridge | of the wishes or the order of the Emperor;
Itural Rev- appear in the book. Of the daily burden of | border incident in 1937 that Japan used asa | it was started by the military”” Historians
e that up- life with the Great Helmsman the author | pretext fora full-fledged invasion of China, | are still arguing about whether Hirohito
>reat Leap says, “You must disobey your conscience. | he records, “The Chinese fired the first | was an enthusiastic supporter of the war
dected ag- This is a shameful feeling. But you do it to | shot, [but] the Japanese troops gave them | or merely a puppet in the hands of extrem-
small-scale survive.” As he also writes, “I have paid for | more than adequate reason for firing” His- | ists, Takamatsu's diaries may shed light on
wen China this book with my life.” W | torians also expect that the diaries will re- | the question. ]
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