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THE PRESENT SITUATION OF THE SOVIET MUSLIMS:
THE EXAMPLE OF KAZAN TATARS

The Musllni pc?pulation of the Soviet Union is between 45
and 50 million, making it the sixth largest in the
world after Indonesia, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and
Turkey, far ahead of Egypt or Iran. In the USSR the

term "Muslim" 1is generally used to describ

e a people
who befo're the‘ 1917 Bolshevik Revolution belongpedpto
the Muslim religion and culture. It has, therefore, a

natior:nal and i:ultural significance beyond the purely
religlous one,

Thrfz majority of the Soviet Muslims are of Turkic ethnic
origin. They live 1n the Volga-Ural region, Northern
Caucasus, Central Asia and other parts of the Soviet
Union. After the Red Army's victory in the Volga-Ural
region in the autumn of 1918, instead of one single
state Moscow created two small republics: Tatarstan and
Bashkiria, and granted to those small republics no more
than an autonomous status. The destruction of Turkic
unity in Volga-Ural was a model to be followed later 1in
other Muslim territories. Nowadays 1n tgmis region
there are approximately 6,5 million Muslims.

The North Caucasus is a mosaic of ethnic groups which
were separated from each other by high rqountains,
speaking dozens of different languages derlv_ed f rom
three linguistic families: Turkic, Iranian and

Ibero-Caucaslian. These ethnic groups had different
social structures, historical traditions and economicC

orientations. But there was oOne€ uniting factor: Islam.
This region is divided by the Adige and
Karachai-Cherkes autonomous reglon, Kabgrdln_—Balkar,
Chechen-Ingush, North Ossetin and Dagistgni ASSR.
Their total number 1s roughly over 4 million.

In the Azerbaijan soviet Republic and Nahchevan ASSR,

which have common borders with Irain 'and are sii:uateg in
the Caucasus, and 1n the neighbouring republics there

: ' ' £ whom belong to the
are about 46 million Muslims most O

shia sect.

The administrative division of Central Asla Wwas

[ ] & [ ] L | ] . | d Of One
cal divisiona:s 1n§t§a
Completed o 2 pOllttlzhe goviet authoritiles created

“Turkistani® nation, - i t ] each with 1ts own
several nations and o. Of the six

major indigenous g
the Karakalpaks the sma




. are Turkic Th

majorit 3 el e Uzbe

inj thei%: Orfeptuhbellirc ow:egepélbllc. Kazakhs are kasmifr?g;'nit;
. O

having sustained a g g mhere 10 the Russians,

Ezrggiégnawhi.ch they resisted. Kirghizs are also like
1a1:: <0 minority 1in their republic, but they are the
g group there and with the other Turkic nations s

Uzt?ekg, Tatars, Uilghurs and Kazakhs they constitute the
majority. The Turkmens and the Tajiks are in the

majority in their republi and sub '
: _ , stant
Tajiks live in Uzbekistan_%s lal numbers of

In Central _Asia we meet other Muslims, namely Kazan
Tc?tars, Crimean Tatars who were deported in 1944

Uighurs a::\d Dungans: Chinese Muslims. There are alsc;
some Azerl Turks, Kurds and Beluchis. The number of

ML}le:.m ignhabi_tants of the USSR all together reaches 45
milllion. Given the high rate of birth among Muslims

the All-Union Muslim census today must be about 50
million.

The policies of the Soviet state toward Muslims are
characterised by the same lack of wuniformity and
coherence which were once the mark of tsarist policies.
To be sure, the main goal of the new regime has
remained unchanged since 1917. The bolshevik leaders
launched a "total war" against all religlions as soon as
they came to power but the policies which they employed
to achieve this goal variled, reflecting at all times
their tactical flexibility. consequently, after the
fragile modus vivendl of the first decade of Bolshe\.zik
rule, the Muslims had to contend with a very aggressive
anti-Islam campaign, a frontal attack on Islam which
! ‘+h the coming of the war. The modus
vivendi of the post-war period has been shaped, among

other factors, by the awareness of the Sov@et
nMuslim face" of the Soviet Union

t in its relations with the IslamicC

East from "contaminating" 1ts
The intensification of the
in the press in the past four
¢ scholarly studies of

could become an asge
revival 1in the Middle

Muslim regions.
anti-Islamic campaign

ears, and the proliferation ‘ f
)I(slam' which focus On Russian Islam reflect 1n par

ticular some of the efforts of the Soyl_et lieté;]egzz}tg
simed at discreditingd Islam and underliniig > backs
ward nature and antisocial character.t hak . bha
measures traken under . Chernenko sugges

anti-Muslim ca{npalgn
There 1is nothing to

the Soviet att itude ’
; t time.

.  th .
o coming tO terms Wi ogy WIoS®
E‘Zgzg?ty tto mobilize outstrips that of CommunlSmn;

' ism- inism.
mately, it might lJead to abandoning Marxism-Leninl
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¢ moreover Isl
religion is still what it was 50 years ago: not agnusat:5 az

lalist past, but also

Unfortunate as it is, we observe that the Soviet regime
preserves the officials of religious capacity purely
for propaganda purposes. For example the imam~hatyp of
tl’_le MOs cow mosque, Ahmedjan Mustafin, who had his reli-
glous education in a Kazan mederse(?), 6 gaid recently in

an 1interview that there are a hundred mosques, and
about thousand mahallga and village masjids. And all
are open for praying. But we know that of the 28,000
mosques from the Russlidan Empire period today remains
only about 400 mosques A further point, it 1s a fact
that there is no mederese in Kazan, therefore the above
mentioned imam-hatyp could not have had his religious
education in Kazan. 1In the Soviet Union there 1s only
two medreses in function, the Baraq Khan (now Imam
Ismail al-Buchari) in Taskhent and the Mir-i Arab in
Bukhara. Both are directed, one of the four muftiats,
the muftiat of Central Asia and Kazakhstan and produce
about 50 graduates a year. The Quran was published
here twice in Arabic, but projects for Turkic transla-
tions of it‘ were discouraged by this muftiyat, not
unlike the famous Tatar translation by Musa Jarullah
Bigiev (1875-1949) under the last Tsars. The Russlan
translation of the Quran from the late Academiclan

I.IU. Krackovskii's unfinished manuscript remains the

only one 1in the soviet period and was p.ubl_ished :1n
Mos cow I}n 5,000 copies to Dbecome a bibliographic

rarity.

Although the Soviet constitutioa does not forbid beilng
religious, a religious person 15 not popular and has
minimum chances for a promotion. Al:ld to propagate
Islam is strictly forbidden while athelsticC propaganda

call conducted on a

esse%’ltial function, for example, of all equca;i:n?l

institutions ( £ rom kindergarten to utr:lveﬁursgr;

Atheist propaganda already ‘begins ll_n tt re s

school gcientific atheilsm is an tl?b BgSaSRo Y Tpraining
ey ' ; ities 1n e N

the curriculum of universl S e atheism e of

ining teachers in SC1
ta:ﬁg ;iti:;:ry tgsks of the atheist propaganda. No effort

; ' te "the model atheist
' n trying to create e | ot
ts ﬁziﬁed S]aminarg on teaching sc:Lentlf}c_atl'lletl:ir:ig?ng
b::ﬁ incérporated into the system of p011t1§:rkers .
for teachers at secondary schools. For ;




departments of I
opa : .
Communist Parties L;) L gar?c.]a and agltat':lon of the

\:ﬁgke;usr.poser_.agqfe entderprises have special Soviets for

. conducting atheist propaganda

. ] Man

Eagtorlgs also | have atheist schools. i gAs 1n urbaﬁ

czlr:eerprlsres, primary Party and social organizations in
dcoun..rysu:]e are obliged to conduct atheist propa-

ganda on Sovkhozes and Kolkhozes., In one form or

other, all‘ publ:_i.c orggnizations and mass media promote
the doctrine of atheism. Professional agitators are

not only obliged to wage antireligious propaganda at
places of business and learning but are also respon-

sib}e for going to people's homes to reeducate
believers and awaken 1nterest among those who are
indifferent towards the religious elements among the
population. The authorities try to augment the ranks
of professional agitators by recruiting ordinary
teachers, students, puplls, blue-and white-collar
workers, and Kolkhozniks for such work. Some of these
persons are charged with combating vestiges of religion
while on the job; others are supposed to take up the
cause of fighting religion in their free time., A

generally accepted estimate of the number, of persons
engaged in such activities is six million.

In Tajikistan SSR alone between 1965 and 1980 twenty

dissertations were written on the problems of sc':_Len—
tific atheilism. And from twelve doctoral dissertations

on "Scientiflic athei[sgm" between 1978 a_nd 1980 almogt
half were on Islam. In Tajikistan in the academilc

year of 1981/1982 in 16 high schools the certificate

thesis was On Distory, theory and prac“tlce of scien-
tific atheism_l In november 1983 an All-Union con-=
lex Study of Islam and Its Roli ig
- deological-political Struggle" was nhe
?ﬁNtsggggsrys : Andg in May 31, 1984 the Azerbalqan
ini ' ' ) i ,oed Secondary Education

jointly with the ‘Azerbaijan State Uni.versity organize.d
) K a "Conference Of Methological Problems 1n
e » As we see from these

v ey 1 ' slam". - .

joviet state 1s LiY ith little successS
) : e: Islam., But w1l 1 ' .
hilate this obsta®s to the April 1984 1ssue€ of "Nauka

For example accordind

. i . ~ - d Reli ion) A
i Religiya" (Science 28 ghesgtan is running into dif-

: ' Da |
effort against Islam 1N d. g,
ficult ieéJ among both the —your an‘d ' the Ol}estions
' cialist on antireligious @ . ;
Muslimov, a SP€ l]ieve either

- ' tudents Dbe

any Daghestanl S _ _ |

:ipirthlitghiac?n mser):!es a positive function A0 e
a a

: ful and need not be com-
' least 1S not harm
that 11t7 at

bated.




Until quite recent - o '3

protected from c::]Lt;yl'd whe bov1_et I\:lUSllm téptih lcs were
ain et ] e cqntamlnatlon by the iron cur-
i ihclu{j'i under the impact of many different fac-
AEGhanistan Angb t_he Iranian revolution, the war 1in
ol Sl b'e ira L‘u_ndamentalism, this iron curtain has
Muslims and ttrlnepie:el:fiibltew' P?ndl . el e

| uslims a '

lzroken otf: a'round 1920, are now becom?f)gar?lérethlrceh que]f:-e
For' the S>ovlielt authorities, the new situation ig botl:a
positive and dangerous. The resumption of contacts may
1ndeed help them in their penetration and psychological
conquest of the Muslim world; but if they were to lose
control of these same contacts, then the latter could
serve as a "transmission belt" through which subversive

ideas could find their _way 1into Muslim republics and
help destabili h L9 |
P 1l1ze them., In our time of modern com-

munications the Sox{iet rulers are challenged by foreign
broadcasts, especially those 1n Turkic languages;
namely by VOA (Voice of America) in Uzbek, Azeri, RL
(Radio Liberty) in Tatar, Turkmen, Uzbek, Kirghiz,
Kazakh, Azeri, Tajik and Saudi Arabia in Uighur, Radio
Iran in Azeri and Persian. Therefore such broadcasts
are heavily Jjammed. Besides, more recent Soviet
reports tell of finding audiocassettes with an Islamic
message appearing throughout Soviet Central Asia 1n all
kinds of institutions, including officers' clubs. Some
contain speeches of Ajatullah Khomeini and other reli-
gious figures, recorded from Radiolgtran and other r_:e}i-
gious speeches from saudi Arabila. But this positive
development from the viewpoint of Islam doesn't 1mply

that there 1s a new Islamic revival 1n the USSR.

uslims in the Soviet Union has 1ts own
erences and all need separate
But for a closer investigation

of Soviet Muslims I choose 4 particular, may be a radi-
The Tatars and Bashkirs, the Muslim
lga-Ural reglon. They are an extreme

example because they were the first to fall under

Russian domination 433 years ago and hence are more
suppressed. when we examine thelr case we observe that
a bare majority of these Muslims still uphold theilr

- ' ommon
religious belief. ‘ 1an0;3h A goviet
example for the other Muslim peoples O e _

' k" ‘ y case i1t provides us with an approxi-=

1 state of Islam 1n the USSR.

hanate of Kazan,
particularly the

Turk] Tatars passed under the Russian
urkic

d by the Orthodox
were heav1lly suppresse

ﬁﬁzziaigd Islam alone€ enabled these Turks tO

' ;

national identity.
the Volga-ural reglon.




hefore the Russians ' : : '
cial ‘religion, Islamadl(n)elx);egeeczgrlrsetc:ta%ty 2 e o
;‘;ijgtonT by the then Turkic Bulggrlzsetdataesﬂ..Z'C-Ihe r?lfx?t?
Boagd Eorajl?hddln' Chairman of the "Muslim Religiou;
(_:(")nt'irn'\s' thate BEuropean Part of the USSR and Siberia"
aécé : d the Bulgars of Chan Almas had offic'all'
pte Is_lam on 16 Muharram 310 (16 May 922) 23 Iﬁ
1552 following the conquest of Chanate of Kazan' (147 3-
155“2) . the mosques were destroyed or converted 1into
Othc?dox churches. The state supported the arbitrar
c}leallngs of the Russian OQOrthodox church which laste}c,l
tor more than 200 years and, among other things, forced
Muslims to be baptized. 1In the year 1756 1n the pro-

vince (gubirna) of Kazgp 418 out of the existing 536
mosqgues were destroyed. Until 1759 Volga Tatars Weg?

not p.ermitted to build mosques and medreses.
Catherine II started a more liberal policy towards her

Muslim subjects. "The Religious Adiministration”
(Duhovnoe Sobranie-Qrenbur Mahkemizi Serriyesi) was
founded in Ufa on December 4, 1780. Its main duty was

tro examine and appoint the religious leaders requested
by the Muslim congregation. This religious administra-
tion in a way functioned as a controlling organ of the
state. The Russian Orthodox church, 1n the meantime,
had done missionary work among the native, non-Russlan
population under the protection of the state. The
results, however, did not live up to- the expectations;
particularly +rhe Tatars rejected these conversion
attempts. at the fifth census taken in 1796 103,050
mnale and 108,290 female Tatars lived in the province of
Kazan, of2 +these only 13,384 men and 13,922 women Wwere

baptized.

After Catherine II's reforms, printing 1n Arabic
Lt ome possible, the Muslims began repro-

ducing mainly religious literature and distributing 1t
From 1801 to 1855, 577 books

among the population. . ‘ _
This figure 1S quite 1impressive

were printed 1n Kazan., . ‘ essive
considering the fact that durilng this same pQrio 1

1463 books Wwere published. From

211 Russia only _
1842 to 1852, ,2'3,600 copies of the Quran and_ 44,399

Heftiyek (seven .
and from 1853 to, 4 0568 P ey e

165,000 Heftiyek. £ ar
: : i nce and the number rose from ye€
existed jn Kazan PEOUC L Lork of the mullas had good

to year.
from Christianity. The

[1lminski] (1822-1891)
hristened Tatars 1n

d by 1imited success; ©On
initiatives Wwerec added.
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éggpig:ld;d(18(5;lenovatlon) movement, inspired by Ismail
ey a 3—[]‘rali -19 1'4) r Was met with great enthusiasm in
r:o Cre&;-g.(e o region. The 1dea of this movement was
uni ty‘ 1N languggeimoinégeatize a’rll‘grkii' B & a Bt e
of Fe}ig Lous schools was beguna:oligat a?r? ;ES?ET?}EI?S
religious subjects, wordly subjects 'were taught as
well. Due to the "Jadidism" the Turks of the

volga-Ural region succeeded 1in L N(
ja- using 1Isl
political power. ° o also s e

when the manifesto guaranteeing religious freedom
became effective on November 17, 1905, the Turkic
peoples were permitted to practise their religion and
profess Islam, masses of those who had converted left

the chuF'Ch. In the eparchy of Kazan alone 23,860 of
the native population tglEned their backs on the church
and converted to Islam. At the same time, the first

political endeavors were made. On April 8, 1905, the
Muslim intellectuals of the wvarious parts of the
country gath%sed for the first time in
Nijni-Novgorod. According to of ficial statements the
religlous administration in 1907 cared for 6 thousagg
mahalle in which 5 million Muslims were included.

Also according to of ficial figures, in 1913, 680
churches and monasterieg5 and 1,890 mosques existed 1n

the province of Kazan, In 1917 there were %6223
mosques and 3,683 recognized mullas in Tataristan.

During the first yeatr of the Bolshevik revolution, the
goviet communists Wwere forced to consider Islam not
only as a religion but also as a poli.tically .pol_:ent
novement representing millions of Muslims. This was
even acknowledged 1n the newly adopted policy by Moscow

and announced in the famous declaration of December gO,
i | ' workers. The Soviet

religion ‘and practilc of thelr .
withgut resti:'ict:'ions...§7 After having come to power,

the Soviet government, however, broke all l.tl'“lese
promlses: religlous leaders were persecuted, re 1g101c1)i
institutions Wwere closed, religlous education was n

‘; : . king" were
it Ltec rches and mosquen still " woOr |
[rjlei;nr:i;t?::x:gd Cae inistrative measures did not

L C1 ot leaders, they started
' ficient 1e | |

iy S:Jf anti-relild ious pr0pagan_da, in Wh]:Ch the
Militant Atheists" (50]juz OJnStVUJUShChlh

: an important role. In 1926_5:
bezbohnlkov: SVB) p‘laye“d had t%o thousand members 1n

the "Militant Athel sta ~ to 25 thousand in the

Tatar ASSE and he SVB numbered 12 EEousand

year 1930. In
in 1930, in 1938 they wer

t peoples during World

To boost Ehe i rnment revised 1ts policCy of

war 1II, the goviet gove



persecution against o

jaln: religion and
overnme 8 2 Islam, '
gC ent managegl, to take advantage of - The Soviet
tical situation. 37 this new poli-

Resuleve, one of th the mufti of Ufa, Abdurrahman
persecutions f @ ltew survivors of the religious
5 [rom 1932-1938, proposed normalization of

relat) - -
Sta?t{;m;?i ?g:;veen the Soviet government and Islam to
treaty was + Stalin accepted Resulev's proposal, a
reat, - concluded as a result of which an end was
P . ) ar:tlr:ellg LOUsS propaganda, at least, for the most
gi; ‘ [;\ftater 34 vyears Islam regained its "legal" status
administ*ratione_ﬁﬁmol-s . the seat of the Islamic
ik _ Bu after the war 1n 1953 Chrushvhov
continued with administrative and psychological attacks
Ender. the motto "back to Lenin”. The number of
working" ‘mosques in the entire Soviet Uion was reduced
to approximately KLOIO and that of "registered" religious
leaders to 2,000. According to later informatign 1in
the year 1982 there are 17 mosques 1n Tataristan.qg

In actuality, the religious administration in Ufa does
not possess any authority. For instance, in Ufa only a
calendar in Arabic, which can be read only by a genera-
tion older than 60 years, is being printed. This reli-
gious administration in Ufa, which is responsible for
the European part of the USSR and Siberia, 1s not per-
mitted to print further publications and educate reli-
gious leaders. In the Soviet Union children 1in general
do not receive a religlous education. Also the ulema
are not allowed to do any work outside of the mosque,
such as in the field of welfare, maintenance of hospi-
tals and reha’zgious institutions or 1in lectures OI

publications.

One of the four relig1lous adninistrations, "The Muslim
Religious Board for Central Asia and Kazakhstan", has
the privilege tO educate religious leaders and toO
publish. The Uzbeks and rheir capital Tashkent are

being use
mind as were the Tatars by 7Tsa ' i
expansionlst aims. since 1965, the four Muslim rell-

glous administrations have been controlled more
severely and directed mOre tighj:ly by MoscOW. By
decree of the USSR Councll 01? Linisters :?f December 8,
1965, the wcouncil for Religlous Affairs was.creatte:tcli.
Officially. this council has the. duty to ?oordlgatih e
relations with the Muslims out51dfe the_ USSR. ‘urblglz;
this councll and 1ts representatives in the repu

and administrative regions (kray. rayon) 1S Eﬁspon51ble

for the cooperation with the local counclls.

opaganda and measures taken
lasted more than 70 Yyears,
expansion of Islam

of believers, or more




correctly, of practising Muslims has decreased. That

doeg not n_ecessarily mean, however, that Islam has
Q‘r)tlrely disappeared in Tataristan and Bashkiria

Since the measures applied so far did not bring thé
results hoped for, the Soviet leadership during the
l:.-:xst years decided to carry out atheistic, and par-
tlcl:llarly anti-Islamic propaganda on an intellectual
baS}s. AS a consequence, in Kazan alone more than 25
antl—}glamlc works were published between 1960 and
198}. In this way, the authors of these works and
various .articles were giliven the opportunity, without
being criticized, to insult and abuse Islam and the
believers and to create insecurity among the latter.
Garlif Gobej, a Tatar atheist, writes in the third edi-
tion of his book "The Mysteries of the Quran", among

other things: "There are 225 contradictions in the
Quran, 225 contradictions 1n the book of Allah, who
created the world out of nothing! Now look at unbe-

lieving Lenin. He could not even create a fly. In his
work consisting of 55 volumes there 1is not one single
contradiction. Thi‘f‘,‘g even the religious leaders of
today cannot deny." Arguments of this kind are

easily made since it 1is known that the contrary 1in
written or oral form cannot be maintained under a tota-
litarian regime. The Soviet Muslims have no oppor-
tunity either to repel these arguments or to let thelr
interpretation of these reproaches be known.

Religious rituals as, for 1nstance, circumcision,

deeply rooted in the people as a naii.'l}onal custom, 1s

declared unhealthy and unhygienic. Fasti.ng is
question. In 1961, Mufti Shakirjan Chayaleddin was

forced to publish a fatva 1n which he declared that
those working, including the Kolhoz wprkers, did not
have to fast. His fetva, however, did not meet thgB
approval of the mullas and was not further circulated.

| : ted only 206
when in 1917, the city of Kazan coun _
thousand inhabitants, of whom «:mlL){‘Ej 272% were Muslim, the

Today Kazan has a
] 1d boast of 13 mosSquesS. |
C11%fan inhabitants; halt of them are Tatars. This

million |
number of Tatars = certainly a great part of l'_.hem ai'e
Muslim - has only one moSQue at their disposal.

safiullin more than two thouganq
Friday prayers in the Merjani
constructed more than 200 years
ago. Only six young men from Kazan are permitted to

Muslims from the
' hara and yearly soley two | |
\nglilgg—gl;alau';e?gion are allowed tO make pilgrimage to

Makka.

Mosqu§g which -was

. ts and statistics
- al research resul
sociologlcC cic policy OF 2lmost 70 years has

1ts for the Soviet leadership and

scarce |
show that the athels
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negative ones for the Muslims.

centagc:z Of those who consider themselves believers is

accc?r:dlng to official figures, not wvery high Z;.
§0c1ologlcal study performed by the Atheisti ¥

1n Penza Oblast shows that among the Russians 28,4% are
believers, among the Tatars, who are believing Muslims,
the percentage 1s 31.5%; in Gorkov Oblast the percen-
tage of believing Musls'i{ns 1S 61 among the Tatar women
and 40 among the men. Belief in Islam is stronger
among the rural population and older people than the
urban population. 73.9% of the retirees in the Bashkir
ASSR q}.lestsi?ned stated that they observed the Islamic
tradition. In 1965, 1n various Tatar wvillages,
40-50% of the parents named their children according to.
Muslim tradition and had their sons circumcized, 55-60%

had a mulla perform the marriage ceremony and %Q'% had
their dead buried according to religious ritual,

In Tataristan the per-

The believing Muslims of the Volga-Ural region can be
divided into three categories. The first one consists
of strictly believing Muslims; they attempt to observe
closely 1Islamic commandments and bans; their number,
however, is small. The second category includes mostly
elderly people who had had a religious education and
for this reason carry on Islamic tradition; theilr
number is also not high. The third category - in it a
multitude of intellectuals can be found - is by far the
biggest. They are not particularly religious, most of

yet they deem 1t correct to preserve Islamlic manners
and custQms as part of their national and cultural

heritage.

As a summary and conclusion, the follo_wing is to be
éaid about Islam among the Soviet ‘Musllm_s: Ig,lam was
and has remained a part of the natlonail identity. If
today the national, non-religious conscliousness 1S evin |
stronger, this fact is nevertheless due toO Is'lam.thT.i
volga-Ural Muslims have succeeded 1n keepling el

religion through a period of misslionary work and repri-

' than - 200 years.
b the state 1lastilng longer
EZZlL?g ioﬁs freedom subsequently declared by the state

gave them the opportunity to expand their religious

- ' et rule
- ' io sively. The followling SOV1€
institutions ex o7 70y years again made it extremely

lims to practise thelr
LE £ for the Soviet Mus | ‘
d”l:]?lc':gr%nt‘ the Soviets evel succeed_ed in reduclng tﬁge
rimégrlr of believing Muslims considerably, but Yy
n

' an
' the influence of Islam as
could not extermlnate ) - . | '
; actise thelr
soviet MUSs

tate, as in 1905,
. ' ressure from the S ’ . :
rel:‘g%;)r;y ""'éﬁzoﬁﬁmé’er of Muslim believers would rise 1n
certal

the USSR.
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FOOTNOTES

l. A. Bennigsen - M. Broxu
Soviet Stat

1

P, The Islamic Threat to the
€, Beckenham, Kent, 1983, P. 1.

2. Naselenie SSSR. Po dannim vsesovuzno nperepisi

naseleniya 1979 oda (Population of the USSR

according to Data of the All-Union Cen
Moscow 1980, p. 27-30. Pus of 13790

Total population (in thousand) In RSFSR

1970 1979 1979
Tatars 5931 6317 5011
Bashkirs 1240 7688 1291
Total 7171 7688 6302

3. Ibid‘p pi 23_661

Persian speakers population (in thousand)

1370 1979

Ossetiln - .l
Kurd o by
Persian ’8 4]
Tat 17 23
Beluchi 13 -
Afghan A )
caucasians
Chechen 613 156
Kabardian 280 127
Ingush 158 18 6

; 100 109
Adige 09
Cherkes 4g 46
Abhaz 25 1
Abaza
Daghlstanls 1o o
Avar s 483
Lazgln e i}
Tabasaran ig 78
Rutul A L
Tsakur : 14
e i lims) 39 52
Dungan (Ch1inese€ Muslil
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Turkic

Kumuk

Karachay o

Turk a3

Balkar 79

Nogay -
Total 3554

Ibid-p p- 10_29-

The total number of Azerbaijanis was in 1970
’

4,380,000 and in 1979, 5,477,000.

Azerbaijanis living in (1979)

Azerbaljan SSR
4
Nahchgvan ASSR ';gg'ggg
Georg}an SSR 256:000
Armenlan SSR 161,000
SFSR 152,000
Total 5,517,000

Ibid., p. 27-30.

Major Muslim groups (1n thousands)

1970
Uzbek 9195
Kazakh 5299
Tajik 2136
Turkmen 1525
Kirghiz 1452
Karakalpak 236
Total 19843

Ibig-r P e 2730

1970
Uzbek i
Kazakh B
Tatar e
Azberbaijani 330
Tadik 2136
Turkmen 1525
irqhiz 1452
Bashkir L2
karakalpak 178
Uighur M Sllm) 1;3

se MU

Dungan (Chiné : 3554
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6317
5477
2898
2028
1906
1371
303
211
52
4197




(see f.note 3)
Crimean Tatars

(estimate) 300 400
s 35460 44172
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