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THE PRESENT SITUATION OF THE SOVIET MUSLIMS:
THE EXAMPLE OF KAZAN TATARS

The Musllni pc?pulation of the Soviet Union is between 45
and 50 million, making it the sixth largest in the
world after Indonesia, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and
Turkey, far ahead of Egypt or Iran. In the USSR the

term "Muslim" 1is generally used to describ

e a people
who befo're the‘ 1917 Bolshevik Revolution belongpedpto
the Muslim religion and culture. It has, therefore, a

natior:nal and i:ultural significance beyond the purely
religlous one,

Thrfz majority of the Soviet Muslims are of Turkic ethnic
origin. They live 1n the Volga-Ural region, Northern
Caucasus, Central Asia and other parts of the Soviet
Union. After the Red Army's victory in the Volga-Ural
region in the autumn of 1918, instead of one single
state Moscow created two small republics: Tatarstan and
Bashkiria, and granted to those small republics no more
than an autonomous status. The destruction of Turkic
unity in Volga-Ural was a model to be followed later 1in
other Muslim territories. Nowadays 1n tgmis region
there are approximately 6,5 million Muslims.

The North Caucasus is a mosaic of ethnic groups which
were separated from each other by high rqountains,
speaking dozens of different languages derlv_ed f rom
three linguistic families: Turkic, Iranian and

Ibero-Caucaslian. These ethnic groups had different
social structures, historical traditions and economicC

orientations. But there was oOne€ uniting factor: Islam.
This region is divided by the Adige and
Karachai-Cherkes autonomous reglon, Kabgrdln_—Balkar,
Chechen-Ingush, North Ossetin and Dagistgni ASSR.
Their total number 1s roughly over 4 million.

In the Azerbaijan soviet Republic and Nahchevan ASSR,

which have common borders with Irain 'and are sii:uateg in
the Caucasus, and 1n the neighbouring republics there

: ' ' £ whom belong to the
are about 46 million Muslims most O

shia sect.

The administrative division of Central Asla Wwas
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Completed o 2 pOllttlzhe goviet authoritiles created
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several nations and o. Of the six

major indigenous g
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. are Turkic Th
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inj thei%: Orfeptuhbellirc ow:egepélbllc. Kazakhs are kasmifr?g;'nit;
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having sustained a g g mhere 10 the Russians,

Ezrggiégnawhi.ch they resisted. Kirghizs are also like
1a1:: <0 minority 1in their republic, but they are the
g group there and with the other Turkic nations s

Uzt?ekg, Tatars, Uilghurs and Kazakhs they constitute the
majority. The Turkmens and the Tajiks are in the

majority in their republi and sub '
: _ , stant
Tajiks live in Uzbekistan_%s lal numbers of

In Central _Asia we meet other Muslims, namely Kazan
Tc?tars, Crimean Tatars who were deported in 1944

Uighurs a::\d Dungans: Chinese Muslims. There are alsc;
some Azerl Turks, Kurds and Beluchis. The number of

ML}le:.m ignhabi_tants of the USSR all together reaches 45
milllion. Given the high rate of birth among Muslims

the All-Union Muslim census today must be about 50
million.

The policies of the Soviet state toward Muslims are
characterised by the same lack of wuniformity and
coherence which were once the mark of tsarist policies.
To be sure, the main goal of the new regime has
remained unchanged since 1917. The bolshevik leaders
launched a "total war" against all religlions as soon as
they came to power but the policies which they employed
to achieve this goal variled, reflecting at all times
their tactical flexibility. consequently, after the
fragile modus vivendl of the first decade of Bolshe\.zik
rule, the Muslims had to contend with a very aggressive
anti-Islam campaign, a frontal attack on Islam which
! ‘+h the coming of the war. The modus
vivendi of the post-war period has been shaped, among

other factors, by the awareness of the Sov@et
nMuslim face" of the Soviet Union

t in its relations with the IslamicC

East from "contaminating" 1ts
The intensification of the
in the press in the past four
¢ scholarly studies of

could become an asge
revival 1in the Middle

Muslim regions.
anti-Islamic campaign

ears, and the proliferation ‘ f
)I(slam' which focus On Russian Islam reflect 1n par

ticular some of the efforts of the Soyl_et lieté;]egzz}tg
simed at discreditingd Islam and underliniig > backs
ward nature and antisocial character.t hak . bha
measures traken under . Chernenko sugges

anti-Muslim ca{npalgn
There 1is nothing to

the Soviet att itude ’
; t time.
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¢ moreover Isl
religion is still what it was 50 years ago: not agnusat:5 az

lalist past, but also

Unfortunate as it is, we observe that the Soviet regime
preserves the officials of religious capacity purely
for propaganda purposes. For example the imam~hatyp of
tl’_le MOs cow mosque, Ahmedjan Mustafin, who had his reli-
glous education in a Kazan mederse(?), 6 gaid recently in

an 1interview that there are a hundred mosques, and
about thousand mahallga and village masjids. And all
are open for praying. But we know that of the 28,000
mosques from the Russlidan Empire period today remains
only about 400 mosques A further point, it 1s a fact
that there is no mederese in Kazan, therefore the above
mentioned imam-hatyp could not have had his religious
education in Kazan. 1In the Soviet Union there 1s only
two medreses in function, the Baraq Khan (now Imam
Ismail al-Buchari) in Taskhent and the Mir-i Arab in
Bukhara. Both are directed, one of the four muftiats,
the muftiat of Central Asia and Kazakhstan and produce
about 50 graduates a year. The Quran was published
here twice in Arabic, but projects for Turkic transla-
tions of it‘ were discouraged by this muftiyat, not
unlike the famous Tatar translation by Musa Jarullah
Bigiev (1875-1949) under the last Tsars. The Russlan
translation of the Quran from the late Academiclan

I.IU. Krackovskii's unfinished manuscript remains the

only one 1in the soviet period and was p.ubl_ished :1n
Mos cow I}n 5,000 copies to Dbecome a bibliographic

rarity.

Although the Soviet constitutioa does not forbid beilng
religious, a religious person 15 not popular and has
minimum chances for a promotion. Al:ld to propagate
Islam is strictly forbidden while athelsticC propaganda

call conducted on a

esse%’ltial function, for example, of all equca;i:n?l

institutions ( £ rom kindergarten to utr:lveﬁursgr;

Atheist propaganda already ‘begins ll_n tt re s

school gcientific atheilsm is an tl?b BgSaSRo Y Tpraining
ey ' ; ities 1n e N

the curriculum of universl S e atheism e of

ining teachers in SC1
ta:ﬁg ;iti:;:ry tgsks of the atheist propaganda. No effort

; ' te "the model atheist
' n trying to create e | ot
ts ﬁziﬁed S]aminarg on teaching sc:Lentlf}c_atl'lletl:ir:ig?ng
b::ﬁ incérporated into the system of p011t1§:rkers .
for teachers at secondary schools. For ;




departments of I
opa : .
Communist Parties L;) L gar?c.]a and agltat':lon of the

\:ﬁgke;usr.poser_.agqfe entderprises have special Soviets for

. conducting atheist propaganda

. ] Man

Eagtorlgs also | have atheist schools. i gAs 1n urbaﬁ

czlr:eerprlsres, primary Party and social organizations in
dcoun..rysu:]e are obliged to conduct atheist propa-

ganda on Sovkhozes and Kolkhozes., In one form or

other, all‘ publ:_i.c orggnizations and mass media promote
the doctrine of atheism. Professional agitators are

not only obliged to wage antireligious propaganda at
places of business and learning but are also respon-

sib}e for going to people's homes to reeducate
believers and awaken 1nterest among those who are
indifferent towards the religious elements among the
population. The authorities try to augment the ranks
of professional agitators by recruiting ordinary
teachers, students, puplls, blue-and white-collar
workers, and Kolkhozniks for such work. Some of these
persons are charged with combating vestiges of religion
while on the job; others are supposed to take up the
cause of fighting religion in their free time., A

generally accepted estimate of the number, of persons
engaged in such activities is six million.

In Tajikistan SSR alone between 1965 and 1980 twenty

dissertations were written on the problems of sc':_Len—
tific atheilism. And from twelve doctoral dissertations

on "Scientiflic athei[sgm" between 1978 a_nd 1980 almogt
half were on Islam. In Tajikistan in the academilc

year of 1981/1982 in 16 high schools the certificate

thesis was On Distory, theory and prac“tlce of scien-
tific atheism_l In november 1983 an All-Union con-=
lex Study of Islam and Its Roli ig
- deological-political Struggle" was nhe
?ﬁNtsggggsrys : Andg in May 31, 1984 the Azerbalqan
ini ' ' ) i ,oed Secondary Education

jointly with the ‘Azerbaijan State Uni.versity organize.d
) K a "Conference Of Methological Problems 1n
e » As we see from these

v ey 1 ' slam". - .

joviet state 1s LiY ith little successS
) : e: Islam., But w1l 1 ' .
hilate this obsta®s to the April 1984 1ssue€ of "Nauka

For example accordind

. i . ~ - d Reli ion) A
i Religiya" (Science 28 ghesgtan is running into dif-

: ' Da |
effort against Islam 1N d. g,
ficult ieéJ among both the —your an‘d ' the Ol}estions
' cialist on antireligious @ . ;
Muslimov, a SP€ l]ieve either

- ' tudents Dbe

any Daghestanl S _ _ |
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