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PERSECUTION OF TURKIC MUSLIMS IN EASTERN TURKESTAN

INTRODUCTION

The motherland of the Turkic people 1is Turkestan. The name "Turkestan"

18 Iranian in origin; the term which means "The Land of the Turkie
People", dates back to Tth century., (1)

'?‘he westem_ part of Turkestan was gradually conquered by Tsarist Russia
in 18@5; 1L then became known as Western Turkestan. After the
formation of the USSR in 1922, Western Turkestan was divided into five

republics called Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan, Turkmenistan and
Tajikistan.

The eastern part of Turkestan was invaded by the Manchu rulers of China

in 1876. Subsequently, it was called Eastern Turkestan, Sinkiang or
Sinkiang Uygur Autonomous region,

AREA OF EASTERN TURKESTAN

The area of Eastern Turkestan is 1.6 million square Kilometers, which
constitutes  about one-sixth of the total area of China, including
Chinese colonies like Tibet and Inner Mongolia.

Eastern Turkestan borders on Western Turkestan in the north-west ; the
Mongolian Poeples in the Northeast, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India in
the Southwest; and Tibet in the South and Northwest China in the East.

POPULATION

The 1latest Chinese census gives the present population of Eastern
Turkestan as slightly over 13 million (2). Of these, the Uygurs are 6
million, Kazakhs 1 million, Kirghiz 150 thousand, Uzbeks 15 thousand,
Tatars 5 thousand, Tajiks 30 thousand, Huis 600 thousand, Mongols 150
thousand, ethnic Manchus 90 thousand and the remainder of the

population are Chinese.

ECONOMY

Eastern Turkestan is a very rich country in uranium, platinum, gold,
silver, iron, lead, copper, sulphur, tin, mica, emeralds, coal and

petroleumn.

RELIGION

The various Turkic peoples 1living in tastern Turkestan, the Uygurs ;
Kazakhs, Kirghiz, Uzbeks, Tatars, and ethnically Indo-European Tajiks
and ethnically Chinese Huls are all Muslims. These Muslims constitute
more than half of the Muslim population of China,



It was during the reign of Satuk Bughra Khan, the Karakhanid ruler,
that the people of Eastern Turkestan began embracing Islam in 934 A.D.
He took the Muslim name Andulkarim, thus becoming Abdulkarim Satuk
Bughra Khan. Abdulkarim Satuk Bughra Khan was the first Turkic ruler
who embraced Islam in Central Asia (3).

After embracing Islam, the Turkic Muslims of Eastern Turkestan founded
an extensive Islamic civilization in that area. Hundreds of Mosques,
Madrassas and libraries were built. The Idgan Mosque built in Kashgar
can accomodate 15 thousand Muslims (4). In Kashgar alone there were 6
Madrassas (5). Hundreds of students came to study in these Madrassas
from foreign countries (6). The Mesud-i Library in Kashgar had a
collection of almost 200 thousand books (7).

In this period hundreds of Islamic scholars, also well known in the
Islamic world, emerged. Hundreds of valuable books were written. 150
of these important works were discovered later. Some of these books
are in Leningard Museum (8). Among these works, the Turkic Muslim
scholar Yusuf has Hajip's book entitled Kutat-ku Bilik, Mahmud

Kashgari's Divan-i Lughat-it Turk, Ahmet Yukneki's Atabetul Hakayik are
world famous.

It was in this period that the Turkic Muslims of Eastern Turkestan
adopted the Arabic Script.

Imam Hussein Halef of Kashgar was the first Turkic Muslim in Eastern
Turkestan who translated the meaning of the Holy Quran into the Turkic

language in the 12th century (9).

This Islamic civilization evolved in Eastern Turkestan also gave birth
to great Islamic scholars and writers, such as Imam Bukhari, Tirmizi,
Semerqandi, Biruni, Farabi, Ibn-i Sina, Abu Mashhari, Zimahshari,

Ulughbeck and Alishir Neval.

This Turkic Muslim power, prestige and civilization which dominated
Central Asia for all almost one thousand years went into a steep
decline after the Manchu invasion of Eastern Turkestan.

- POLITICAL HISTORY

From 210 B.C. on, Eastern Turkestan was within the borders of various
Turkic Dynasties such as Hun (220 B.C. - 386 A.D.), Tabghach (386-534),
Kokturk (552-T4k4), Uygur (T44-B4O), Karakhanid (840-1124), and the

Turkic-Mongol (1218-1749).

' 1Z] 1t ional weakening
The Chinese, seizing opportunitiles created_ by the occas
015‘e S(l:.lCh sta’tes, launched six major lnvaslons of Eastern Turkestan in

104 B.C., 59 B.C., 73 A.D., 448 A.D., 657 A.D., and T44 A.D. But
these invasaions achieved no permanent success (10).

' ' in China. invaded Eastern
The Manchus who set up a huge empire 1N ) : ;
'I‘u?‘kestan in 1759, and dominated it untill 1862. During this period the



Turkic Muslims of Eastern Turkestan revolted 42 times against the

Manchu rulers of China (11). 1In the last revolt
Muslims of Eastern Turkestan were of 1863, the Turkic

from thgir motherland, and found

Fearing Tsarist Russian expansion into Eastern Turkestan, Great Britain

| | Eastern Turkestan again. The
money for the Manchu invasion forces was granted by British banks (12).

Large forces under the overall command of General Zho Zhung Tang
attacked Eastern Turkestan in 1876. After this invasion, Eastern

Turkestan was given the name Sinkiang, and it was annexed to the
territory of the Manchu empire on 18 November 1884 (13).

In 1911, the Nationalist Chinese, under the leadership of Dr. Sun Yat
Sen, overthrew Manchu rule in China and established a republic.

The Turkic Muslims of Eastern Turkestan, who also wanted to free
themselves from foreign domination, staged several uprisings against
the Nationalist Chinese rule during this period. Twice, in 1933 and
1944 the Turkic Muslims were successful in setting up an independent
Eastern Turkestan Republic (14). But these independent republics were

overthrown by the military intervasion and political intrigues of the
Soviet Union.

In 1949 the Nationalist Chinese were defeated by the Chinese
Communists. After that, Eastern Turkestan fell under Chinese communist
rule. The Nationalist Chinese forces in Eastern Turkestan surrendered
the country without firing a single bullet. But thousands of Turkic
Muslims fought the Chinese Communist 1invasion forces until recent
years.

PERSECUTION OF THE TURKIC MUSLIMS IN EASTERN TURKESTAN

The Chinese Communists after occupylng Eastern Turkestan pursued a
policy of systematically persecuting the Turkic Muslims of this
country. The signs of this policy of persecution can be clearly seen
in the cultural, socio-economic and religious aims of the Chines

Communists practiced in Eastern Turkestan. -

Under the pretext of '"cultural reform" | the Chinese Communists
eliminated the traditional Arabic script which the Turkic Muslims of
Eastern Turkestan had been using for almqst one thousand years.
Instead, a Latin alphabet was adopted to suit the Chinese phonology
(15). Further steps were taken to introduce Chinese words and
expressions (16). Under the pr'_etext _of‘ "r§mnant§ of the past", 370
thousand books written in Arablic script, -including the Holy Koran,
Hadith and other religious works were destroyed (17).

Under the pretext of "socio-economic reform", the Chihese Communists
drove 96.6 of the Turkic Muslims into 30 thousand communes, aiming to



tul:'n them into animal herds, to destroy their Is
which were considered sacred by the Turkic

Turkestan (18). In the communes,

lamic family bonds,

Muslims of Eastern
the Turkic Muslims were forced to

30-40 pgr*cent of all children now born In Eastern Turkestan come from
these mixed marriages (19).

s force it to cease all religious
activities due to lack of funds (20). Aftep confiscating the land and

properties of vagif, the Chinese Communists infused polities into them
by ordering the Turkic Muslims to put up Mao Zedong's portrait in the
Mosques and assigning Communist cadres to propagate Communism at the
time of holding religious services (21). Most of the Mosques in
Eastern Turkestan used to have their primary schools for the children
of the Turkic Muslims. These schools were one of the important
facilities for teaching Islam to the Turkio Muslim children. Under the
pretext of "unification of national education", they shut all the
Schools operated under the Mosques and required the children of the
Turkic Muslims to transfer to other primary schools where Marxism,
Leninism and Maoism were taught (22). Using the pretext that
attendance of Mosques and Islamic gatherings and Koran recitations
"hindered production", the Chinese Communists prohibited the Turkic
Muslims of Eastern Turkestan from fulfilling their religious duties
(22). Throughout Eastern Turkestan more than 29 thousand Mosques were
closed and turned into barracks, stables, slaughter-houses ete. (23).
More than 54 thousand Imams were arrested, tortured, used for forced
labor, cleaning sewers, and forced to care for pigs, slaughtering them
and eating pork (24).

The reason for this particularly severe attack by the Chinese
Communists on Islam is that it was regarded as a major obstacle to the
Chinese Communist's policy of assimilating the Turkic Muslims of
bastern Turkestan. Ethnic groups living under the threat of losing
their national identity tend to have stronger feelings of nationalism.
Islam is the national identity of the Turkic Muslims of Eastern
Turkestan. Islam encompasses not only a ~zorpus of directly religious
beliefs and rites, but also a complex aggregate of cultural,
psychological and social traditions, attitudes, and customs governing
the whole way of life of the Turkic Muslims of Eastern Turkestan. .

Those Turkic peoples who chose religions other than Islam, all lost
their national identity. For example, the Hazars, Bulgars, the Kumans,
the Pecheneks etc., were all Turkic peoples. But they all lost their
national identity, after choosing religions other than Islam. The
Bulgars, once an ethnic Turkic people, are now trying to assimilate the
Muslim Turks under their rule.






