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appr*c?pmate to given an account of her early south-east conquest, in
particular her occupation of the Caucasus, which played an impor’tant
role in the future of the Central Asian Muslims, Rusia's first
Success was the occupation of Kazan in 1552, which opened the gates of
Asia for them. After that the Russians turned to clearing the Volga all
the way to the Caspian Sea. Control of this Muslim valley offered
commercial and strategic advantages to the Russians. Russian merchants
wanted to increase their trade with Persia, Turkistan, and even India,
and the Volga valley was the gateway to these countries. Control of the
valley and its river, especially after the occpuation of Astrakhan in
1556 and the subjugation of the Cossacks, who controlled the area from
the Volga to Siberia, in the 1570's and 1580's, not only improved the
Russian position but also gave them superiority in their struggle with
the Muslim steppe peoples, notably the Tatars, Bashkirs, Kazakhs and
Kirghiz of the East.

The Russian occpuation of Astrakhan, however, ended direct relations
between the steppe Muslims and Istanbul and pilgrimages to Makkah. This
sudden and unexpected expansion by Russia alarmed the Muslim people of
the steppes; so they began sending emissaries and letters to Istanbul
asking for help (1). This brought the intervention of the Ottoman
Empire, which, in fact, was the only serious intervention in the history
of Russia's expansion in Muslim Asia until that of the British in the

19th century.

Turkish authorities planned to prevent Russia's expansion not only 1in
the steppes but also in the Caucasus and the Crimea by opening a canal
between the rivers Volga and Don. For this purpose, the Governor of
Kefe and the Crimean Khan were ordered to make the necessary
preparations. But, soon, the difficult conditions in the area between
the rivers, and the internal events in the Empire, changed the minds of
the Turkish authorities about the canal project, and they gave up the
idea for the time being. The Ottomans never made a second attempt and
paid very little attention to Russia's expansion in Asia. On the other
hand, the Russians, seeing that theil:' powe{‘f‘ul _neighbour's had giiven up
the canal project, continued to move into direction of Central Asila.

After several small expeditions against the steppe peoples, the Russians

] their opponents : their inferior weapons and
dlscovr'gd the weakness of PP The Russians easily exploited

In this way they

eir control without much difficully.
ere occupied between 1580-1T40,
1so brought under the Russian

brought the steppe peoples under th
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tl:le other parts of Central Asla. From that point on. ;

difficult for the Russians to expand their Ergpire (go,tkll; :::tn(a)rt;d vig
s?uthegst, as there was very 1little opposition against them in that
dlrectlon. Between the 1820's and the 1850's occupation of the Kazakh
steppes was completed. By the middle of the 19th century the Russians

The 18th and the first half of the 19th centuries were Russia's period
of expansion not only in Asia but also in Europe and the Middle East.
Although her expansion in Asia was almost unnoticed, her expansion to
the south and the west was much noticed by the European powers,
Russia's expansion was rudely checked by Britain, France, and Turkey in
the Crimean War (1854-56). The Crimean defeat destroyed the prestige of
Russia not only in Europe but also in Asia. The Russians wanted to
restore their prestige, at least in Asia, by completing the conquest of
the Caucasus. To achieve this aim, Tsar Alexander II appointed one of
his closest and most faithful friends, Prince Alexander Ivanovich
Bariatinskii, as the viceroy of the Caucasus (3). He was also one of
the greatest expansionists of his time and a great reformer in the
military and administrative fields (4). In three years, Bariatinskii's
reforms began to give good results in the Caucasus. The Caucasian army
became more effective in its operations against the Caucasians and in
the administration of that area. In 1859 and 1860, the Russian forces
inflicted a series of defeats upon the legendary Shamil and conquered
his followers in the following two years. Thus, the Caucasus became a

major base for Russia's south-east expansion.

Meanwhile, upon the advice of Bariatinskii, Tsar Alexander II sent a
mission, headed by Ignat'ev, to Bukhara and Khiva, in order to obtain
topographical, statistical and other information of military importance
about Turkistan. Ignat'ev visited Khiva and Bukhara in 1858. Upon his
return to Petersburg, Ignat'ev summed up the results of his mission thus
: "The Chief and essential result of our sending a mission to Turkistan
13 that the fog is now dispelled which hides the Khanates from the
Russian Government. Our eyes have at least been opened to the real
value of Central Asia" (5). He recommended to his government that
Russia should follow an active policy in Central Asia, as there were
good possibilities for expanding Russian power in that area. He advised
~the taking of immediate military action against Khokand, and the
bringing of Turkmen of the eastern shore of the Caspian under Russian

control and their use against Khiva (6).

In Summer 1864, Alexander II called a number of meetings in Petersburg
Lo discuss the Central Asian problem once again. As the supporters of a
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the necessary preparations for this purpose. For Gorchakov, the Russian
Forelgr} Secr‘etar'y, there was only one alternative, to h’ide military
operations by diplomatic manoeuvres and to give ju’stif‘ications to the
other governments. To cover Russia's expansion by laying a smoke screen
needed courage, skill and the diplomatic experience, which Gorchakov
possessed. On 3 December 1864, before the armies march began, he sent a

circular despatch to Russian representatives abroad asking them to use

1t as a guide "In any explanations you ma
| ) y glve to the Government to
which you are accredited, in case questions are asked, or you may see

credence given to erroneous ideas as to our action in these distant
parts"(7).

The words and the examples were well chosen in this cleverly written

de§patch. It was a good mirror of the complexity of Russian Policy
whlih often led Western diplomats to the wrong conclusion. Gorchakov
wrote :

"Tk_le position of Russia in Central Asia is that of all civilized states
which are , brought into contact with half-savage, nomad populations,
possessing no fixed social organization.

In such cases it always happens that the more civilized state is forced,
In the interests of the security of its frontier and its commercial
relations, to exercise a certain ascendency over those whom their
turbulent and unsettled character make undesirable neighbours.,

First there are raids and acts of pillage to put down. To put *a stop to
them, the tribes on the frontier have to be reduced to a state of more

or less perfect submission.

The state is bound to defend them against these depredatinos and to
punish those who commit them ... If, the robbers once punished, the
expedition is withdrawn, the lesson is soon forgotten; its withdrawal is
put down to weakness. It is a peculiarity of Asiatics to respect
nothing but visible and palpable force. The state thus finds itself
forced to choose one of two alternatives, either to give up this endless
labour and to abandon its frontier to perpetual disturbance, rendering
all prosperity, all security, all civilization an impossiblity, or, on

the other hand, to plunge deeper and deeper into barbarous countries.

Such has been the fate of every country which has found itself 1n a
Similar position. The United States in America, France 'in Algeria,
Holland in her colonies, England in India - all have been irresistably
forced, less by ambition than by imperious necessity, into this onward

march, where the greatest difficulty is to know when to stop" (8).

Gorchakov's statement on Central Asla was a questionable one. First he

- ' f-savage, nomad
said that the Central Asian people were a '"hal .
population, possessing no fixed or'ganizat_lon". If he meant the Kazakh
steppes, which were already under Russian control, he was probably
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