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Peasant Society and Marxist
Intellectuals in China

Fang Zhimin and the Origin
of a Revolutionary Movement
in the Xinjiang Region

KAMAL SHEEL

“This study belongs to the genre of
sophisticated political economy with
which the author has skillfully com-
bined biography. Sheel’s book will bring
new depth of understanding to the
Jiangxi Soviet period of Chinese Com-
munist history.”

—Herman W. Mast 111,

University of Connecticut

Whereas most writing on the Com-
munist Revolution in China has concen-
trated on the influence of intellectual
leaders, this book examines the role of
peasants in the upheaval, viewing them
not as a malleable mass but as a dynamic
social force interacting with the radical
intelligentsia. Focusing on the Xinjiang
region, this study traces the historical
roots of the early twentieth-century
agrarian crisis that led to a large-scale
revolution in the late 1920s, one of the
most successful peasant movements or-
ganized by the Chinese Communists. A
fresh analysis emerges of the remarkable
Marxist intellectual Fang Zhimin, who
used his deeply entrenched rural con-
nections to organize the movement
through a creative synthesis of tradi-
tional folk concepts with modern Marx-
ist thought.

This history begins with the impact of
the Taiping Rebellion and pr(_)ceeds to
document the rapid disintegration of the
small peasant economy undfr the.pres.-
sures of world €economics, a ‘‘state in cri-
sis,” and a qualitatively different _lanFled
upper class. It discusses e>_<ploxtatlon,
protest, and rural_ uprisings in the. con-
text of the “ctisis of patt’emal.zsm',
marked by a progressive deterioration in

(continued on back flap)
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The tumult of the Cultural Revolution after 1966 is often blamed on
a few leaders in Beijing, or on long-term egalitarian ideals, or on com-
munist or Chinese political cultures. Lynn White shows, however,
that the chaos resulted mainly from reactions by masses of individuals
and small groups to three specific policies of administrative manipu-
lation: labeling groups, designating bosses, and legitimating violence
in political campaigns. These habits of local organization were com-
mon after 1949 and gave the state success in short-term revolutionary
aims, despite scarce resources and staff—but they also drove millions
to attack each other.
ISBN 0-691-05546-7. 648 pages. 1989.

Policy Making In China
Leaders, Structures, and Processes
KENNETH LIEBERTHAL AND MICHEL OKSENBERG

From interviews with over a hundred Chinese bureaucrats and for-
eign businessmen and from new documentary evidence, the authors
present a richly detailed analysis of the Chinese energy industry that
speaks to issues well beyond the energy field. Tracing the evolution
of post-Mao policy toward three major energy projects (Shanxi coal,
South China Sea petroleum, and the Three Gorges dam on the
Yangtze), they outline a new theory of the organization of power in
contemporary China.

“This is a landmark volume because of the mix of new case study
material and the intellectual framework that the authors have devel-
oped. They move us a major distance in fleshing out the processes, |
the layering of authority, and the issues over which political warfare
in China is fought.”—David M. Lampton, National Committee on United
States-China Relations
ISBN 0-691-05668-4. 461 pages. 1988.
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