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ke kills
Q-
Quake kills
3 0 L] [ ] r'l
;- Injures
“in Chi
BEUING, Aug. 28 (AFP) — A strong
earthquake that shook Xinjiang region in
China’s far northwest killed at least three
people and injured seven, a regional gov-
ernment spokesman said today.

He said that the casualties reported by
9:00 a.m. (0100 GMT), 16 hours after the

temblor, were only a preliminary toll. The -

quake measured 6.6 on the Richter scale,
with western Jiashi and Bachu counties
worst hit. A total of 3,652 small homes
collapsed, and 159 head of livestock were
killed, mainly as their stables or barns fell
on top of them, an official with the Xinjiang
Seismological Bureau said.

The official Xinhua news agency re- |

ported earlier that the quake could be felt in
the prefecture surrounding China’s west-
ernmost city of Kashgar. China has been
battered by natural disasters this summer,
including the worst flooding in decades as

4. well as typhoons.

Top lawmakers called for a serious re-
view of the human causes behind this year’s
flooding disaster, including environmental
destruction and corruption, the official
Xinhua news agency reported today.

In examining the government’s report on
this year’s floods yesterday, members of the
National People’s Congress’ Standing
Committee focused on averting a repetition
or worsening of floods in the years to come.
“The flooding has spunded an alarm for the
nation,” Yao Zhengyan, a former vice min-
ister of water resources, was quoted as say-
ing.

gMore serious floods could hit the country
in the future unless the central government
increases investment to upgrade water con-
trol facilities and step up environmental
protection, he warned.

This year’s catastrophe has so far caused
an unprecedented 166.6 billion yuan (520
billion) in economic losses across China in
addition to killing more than 3,000 people.
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