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By FURQAN AHMED
Riyadh Daily Staff .

' RI\ADH A businessmen's meehng, :
5 Was held here Monday.to focus 'on the

areas”of cooperation and to look .into

the prospects of enhancmg trade rela- -

. tions ‘and economic :ties between - the
. -Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Peo-
ple's Republic of China (PROC). The
meeting was chaired by Riyadh Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry Chair-
man Sheikh Abdulrahman Al Jeraisy
and attended by prominent Sauch and
Chinese businessmen.

: The 16-member Chinese delcgatlon

' Was lcd by Jmng Pmn vice chamualy :

'-.Pwples Political Consultative Conter;
.ence of Xiamen Mumcnpaluy. which ar-

¥ rived here on a two:day visit via UAE:

The’ mutmg was coordinated by - Eco-
nomic : and Commercnal ‘Counsellor

- Zhang Dimo. ° : :
. Welcoming the delemnon Al Jemsy_
 said a Saudi trade delegation will visit |

China in October to foster bilateral ties ..
.-and look into other avenues of coopera-

tion.

He stressed the need for Chinese in-
vestment in the Kingdom, which fol-
lowed liberal commercial policy and

i e LT

. -LEADER of PROC trade delegat:ou,
- the m_l ﬁng

J iang Ping, second from Tleft,’ éddre_ss.ing. ;

pw :dcd amplu mccnlwes o' thc.for- i

eign investors in various rivate ‘'sectors.

“He 'said relations between the. King-'

om and PROC ‘have been ‘constantly
“'improving in all directions,-Tpe volume
- of trade which stood at SR343 ‘million

in 1992, rose to SR355 mijljonin 1993: -

It further went up to SR450 7 mﬂ]lOl’l in
11994, Al Jeraisy noted. - )

- He said the existing lradc iwas in fa- _
<“vor of Saudi Arabia as jts exports.to

PROC exceeded the imports, which in-
 cluded textiles and garments, figuring at
24 percent, animal products and vegeta-
bles amounted to 8.4 percent.

PROC exports of equipment and ap-
pliances and electrical goods consisted
‘of 7.5 percent of the total meorls from
'PROC, Al Jeralsy noted.

Thus total

1995 and 1996, he added. °

The Chmese side consisted of Xla-'

men International Trade (Group) . Co.

.“Ltd (stock market), Xiamen Engineer- -
+.,ing Machinery Co. Ltd., Far East (Xia- .
Ay men) . International Trading Co...and -

Xmmeu Commercial Group Co.

Addressing the meeting, Eng. Osama .

Al Kurdi, assistant secretary general,
- Council of :Saudi ' Chambers of .Com-

_merce and Industry, said the ngdom s’ :

_private sector is‘open “for selting "¢ up
' joint_ventures and projects.of mutual
benefit. He encouraged | (Chinese entre

; preneurs fo participate in non-nu ‘trad:

g pro_]ect.s with Saudn Arabia,

e TiPEI AR S
.“«l'

{ imports from' PROC
, ‘amounted to SR1.9 billion in 1994. The
vo]umc of trade further increased . in

Thc head ol‘ thc lndustnal Oommlttec
0[ the Chamber, Saad Al Maajjal," said

':both_countries_could further. .cooperate
in scumg up joint industrial projects’ ot'

various consumer ltcms and food pro-
ccssmg units,

'Prominent busmcssman Fahad F Al-

moammar President, Nahonal Medical
Products Co. Ltd, sald his company was
interested in’ exporting medical appli- .

“ances and other products  to :China.

There was a great scopc of cooperauon
in this area as well, he added.

Other Saudi businessmen who partici- ‘

pated .in the " discussion highlighted
pleasant trade relationship between the
two countries. They, however, empha—
sized the’ need for direct negouauons in

business.” . ~ 3

The PROC compamcs offered to ex-

. SAUDI-SINO business meeting ‘being chaired by Sheikh' Abdul Rlllman Al Je-

raisy, center, at the Riyadh Chamber of Commerce and Indusu-y Monday.On

his Iel‘t is Saad Al Moaiial chalrman, Industrial Commtttee 0 the Clmmber

port excavator, heavy equipment and - §

machinery,’ agricultural and mummpal- ;

appliances to the Kingdom.
Shen Danyang, vice director general

of Xiamen Municipal Trade Develop-.
. ment Committee, introduced the mem-
“bers’ of his dclcgauons and their prod-
ucts. . ") fairiy
" On Tuesday mommg ’ Commerce’

Minister, Osama J. Faqlh received the ',
Chmese delegation . and , .exchanged

views of mutual interest

Meanwhile, -Director ‘of Sales, 'Hb]i-' N

day Inn .Hotel,
greeted. the members 'of thedelegation

. at a'reception hcld in theu' honor”‘in the
. hotel.

Mohammed Dabbas

ASSISTANT' Secreury General Enginee
speaking at the businessmen's meeting.
al Hamad AI-Homeidan an pm m
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China looks for

balance in'N-ties
with Isracland
trade with Arabs

el ifn !ff| T

"By Mounir B Abboud A

" Gagette Correspondent in Beirut
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' '\~ HINA IS OFFERING the Arabs moral support, but
" does not appear to be prepared to get involved in the re-

Ay

“ing’ the recent Mid-gast ‘trip that took Chinese Foreign
***Minister Qian Qichen to Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, the Pales- _
. tiniad self-rule territories and Israel. s
*“"It was in Cairo that the purpose and results of the visit were
' made clear because Egypt was the last leg of Qian’s trip. The
- Chinese official did hot come to.the region with promises or
t-solutions to chronic political problems. ‘He was’ here to #c-
! quaint himself first-hand with the political and economic e’
“alities and affirm readiness fo extend a helping hand when- -
"~ ever this was possible and convenient to Beijing. w

Mid-east peace pro- ;-

]

7 ister Amr Moussa was the deadlock !
| * cess, the standoff bétween Iraq ‘and thé United States"and
-. the Turkish-Israeli military alliance. But nothing new ap- |
.|  Ppeared to have emerged from those talks, which were de-
* -scribed as of a “touch-base” nature, - © ' B Uy 3
"« “We spoke of the overall problems in the Mid-east, the |
© recent development in the UN Security Council and bilat-
eral relations,” Moussasaid. ~ '\ 0T e (e

' Answering reporters’ questions, Qian appeared to be trying

. to geta basic message across: the Arabs have the sympathy and

133 h'the ‘& ) ‘for
! lmrH'- !“E‘!: ?'aﬁ:aﬁou‘.n‘\fbgidm

" gion’s political problems. This became further evident dur. ||

| ,:Qian Qichen %

.- /On the table in Qian’s talks with Egyptian Forei ..Min-'.""‘. LI R e L) B PR AN
Qi X Mid cast magnin- 4 .|+ : For Chind to have any serious input in |

<. support of the Chinese, but they should not expect much more.

"o o eyl el cath L Fag T e Al Yl e .

He assuréd that Mid-cast péacemaking, is going through

hard times but added that “of course, China is not and does
not want to be, a mediator or coordinator”, He reiterated a
statement he had made earlier in Damascus that his tour was: -

' not an initiative to salvage the foundering peace process. > -

" The Chinese diplomat said that it was natural for his country

{tosell conventional weapons to the Arabs but would not venture

. beyond that, “If China sells conventional weapons to the Arabs,

" within the framework of their needs, this is only natural, par-
ticularly since these sales are registered with the UN,” he said.
“But we never export weapons of mass destruction.” 1

China was also saddened by the sufferings of the Iragi peo-
ple under UN-imposed sanctions. “We do not agree to having

. sanctions imposed on a country with no end,” Qian said. He
noted that “so far the UN has a mechanism for imposing
sanctions but no mechanism for lifting them”. On the issue of
expanding the Security Council, Beijing was prepared to de- ||

. clare support for a better representation of developing coun-

tries, but Qian did not wish to go into details about scope.
" Even when it came to bilateral economic cooperation be- -
tween Egypt and China, the foreign minister stated that al-

. though the two countries were working to promote their

ties, it must bé made clear that since neither country was

rich;" ctations ‘for;‘eﬁg nding ‘the hdrizonf"gf £co:

et L
nc a?lﬂ 213 ervnsal SuH 9 bil:
) f AL o ST e Polenl’ L4
(1., 20 Egyptan .vwwﬁd..ihsm.'éﬁx-wm Qi 3s°a rlipe”!
 keep-in-touch” meeting. As ope official put it, “it was good
to review all the issues and to find there is a great deal of
similarity in the views of both sides, the talks were smooth”, :
"' Moussa said Egypt viewed China as @ major power that
. pould make significant contributions to world development.
- And yet, there seemed to be no'agenda for future Chinese |,
" involvements in regional affairs..="* . . . .. . |
- For China to have any serious input in any of the regional
“issues, this means it will in one way or another, clash with
e e - American policies and inter-
-ests. -For example Beijing
- would certainly harm its ec-
.onomic interests with the ||
Americans if it chose to ex- |
“plicitly take the side of the
“Iraqis in their standoff with <~
_the UN or ignore Washing-
ton’s concern over the Chi- &
nese .-armament of ' some -
Arab | states, **particularl
~those viewed by the Ameri- .
cansasoutofline. 33 )
* “Arab’observers think that ™'
for the foreseeable future, , ||
| “China ‘will focus on opening*
‘new markets for its products .
§ fand ‘on striking “a balance
1between 'its political support :*
- wfor the Arabs and is nuclear;
o[ icooperation with Israel, .-,

¥

4 ¥ E kel s * b
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_any of the regional issues, this means it |
""" will in one way or another, clash with *
. American policies and interests. So, ' .
~ Qian’s message was: the Arabs have the " |
....sympathy and support of the Chinese, ! L
-, .but they should not expect much more, |
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BEUING (DPAINNI)

PAKISTAN'S Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif arrived here on Wednesday on a
four-day visit aimed at boosting eco-
nomic cooperation and strengthening al-
ready stable relations.

Sharif said upon his arrival in Beijing
that the visit — his fifth to the Chinese
Mainland since 1982 — marked a new page
in bilateral relations, the official Xinhua
news agency reported.

“The two countries have shown the
world that countries with different social
systems, ideologies and administrative
methods can strengthen their relations,”
Xinhua quoted him as saying, -

The prime minister was accorded a warm
welcome on his arrival in Beijing. At the
airport the delegation was received by Chi-
nese Minister for Railways Han Zhubin,
who is also Chairman of the Chinese Gov-
ermment Reception Committee, Vice-
Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan, and Chi-
nese Ambassador to Pakistan Zhang
Chengli.

Formal welcoming ceremony was held in

the Great Peoples Hall. Chinese Prime
Minister Li Peng received Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif on his arrival at the hall. The
ceremony included 19-gun salute and pres-
entation of guard of honor. National an-
thems of both the countries were played and
the prime minister inspected the march
past.

In his arrival statement the prime minis-
ter said he will also discuss with Chinese
President Jiang Zemin and Prime Minister
Li Peng bilateral and regional ties and situ-
ation in South Asian region.

“I would brief the Chinese leadership on
Pakistan’s efforts to bring about a peaceful
solution to the Jammu and Kashmir dispute
and an end to fratricidal conflict in Af-
ghanistan,” Sharif said.

Pakistan and China, he said, enjoy long-
standing ties of friendship and mutually
beneficial cooperation. “These ties, which
have stood the test of time, are underpinned
by mutual trust and confidence”, he said,
adding: “Both countries have always stood
by each other.” He said: “In the South Asian
region, Pakistan-China relations have been
a source of peace and stability.”

Sharif is scheduled to open an investment
conference on Thursday in Beijing, and will
also meet a group of intellectuals and lead-
ers of local think-tanks.

The premier, accompanied by top state
and business officials, is due to visit the
southern city of Guilin before heading to
Hong Kong on February 15 to meet with
Chief Executive Tung Chee-Hwa.

China has offered the Pakistan Navy a
number of frigates on soft loans, provided
Islamabad accepts they are built in Chinese
and Pakistani shipyards, the private news

e p—— . —— ————— - £ g St et =

! day., Pakistan Navy Chief Admiral Fasih
- Bokhari,
' tlime; in

February, Jo,: discuss,, expanding
- cooperation between the two

havjes. and to

agency PPI reported in Islamabad on Sun-

is.seheduled; to visit. China, some 1=

|

Sharif starts

Goodwill tour: Chinese Premier Li Peng (right) gestures to Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif during a welcoming ceremony in Beijing's Great Hall of the
People on Wednesday. Sharif and his 100-member entourage are in China on a
week-long goodwill visit to discuss bilateral issues. : '

visit Mainland naval bases.

PPP leader accompany’s Sharif: In an
important development, leader of the oppo-
sition in the Senate Aitzaz Ahsan, who hails
from the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), has
accompanied Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
on a week-long visit to China.

Ahsan was included in the prime minis-
ter's entourage on the latter’s invitation,
which was sent to PPP chief Benazir Bhutto

hina visil_;,

; ; : - tion to the MQM during his recent visit to
to allow him to-accompany-Sharif to €hina---~Karachi-and- asked- the-party-to nominate-
She permitted Ahsan! torgo. with the primes«x one.of its lead

minister, showing her'strong siupport to:thesiaVisiti:s

I, ;_éé'.. /_D)

NGLADESH

CIC R R R B
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REUTERS

excellent relations between Pakistan and
China. While Ahsan, belonging to the main
rival political party of the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League, accompanied the prime
minister, prominent MQM leader Senator
Aftab Sheikh, who was scheduled to go
with Sharif, changed his mind at the elev-
enth hour after he was asked by his leader
Altaf Hussain not to accompany Sharif,
The prime minister had given the invita-
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