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Works of Women Photographers

N view in Beijing last fall was

a national exhibition featuring
the works of 300 women photogra-
phers, both professional and amateur.
The range of subject matter was very
wide, but many viewers found parti-
cularly notable the many pictures
which captured seemingly ordinary

DENG LIGENG is the manager ol
China Photographic Publishing House
-1 a member of the Photographers’

—|sociation,

DENG LIGENG

moments in the daily lives of women
and children and invested them with
rich feeling. Among the foreign visi-
tors to the exhibition were Sidney
Holtz and Arthur Goldsmith, the
publisher and editorial director of
the American magazine Popular Pho-
tography. They were duly impressed,
and plan to reproduce some of the
pictures in their magazine.

Chinese women have been active in
photography for a long time. One

ol the carliest was Gu Shincing. whe
started taking pictures with the May
4 Movement of 1919, an anti-im:
perialist, anti-feudal political and cul-
tural movement. During China's War
of Resistance Against Japan and Wnlf
of Liberation in the 1930s and 1940s,
many women took part in the strug
gle as photographers or picture edi
tors. Since the 1949 founding of thu
People’s Republic, many women pho;
tographers have worked in the news

State leaders Deng Yingchao (second left) and Hao Jianxiu (left), accompanied by Hou Pa (third left), vislt !
exhibition of works by women photographers. Yang







Sl3alar college student (right) at the Qinghai Institute of Nationalities.

In mid-summer the temperature in
this tranquil and congenial place is
around 16°C. On a mountain peak
five hours by horseback from the
forestry headquarters is a small lake
surrounded by flowers, shrubs and
strange rocks. The water, over ten
meters deep, is so clear that fish can
be seen shuttling on the bottom. In
tales of the fairies this beautiful lake
was where the daughter of the
Dragon King of the Huanghe River
lived. It is also said to be the garden
described in A Trip to the Land of
the Fairies where the fairies played.

Scientists have surveyed the area

t=snd marveled at the profusion of
" vegetation and animal life. The zone
lies at the juncture of Qinghai-Tibet
plateau, the loess plateau and the
Qinling Range. Since it is twice as
high as the surrounding areas, winds
from the southeast are blocked and
therefore provide plenty of rain—
600 millimeters a year. Here, the
frigid, temperate and subtropical
zones converge, supporting vegeta-
tion and animal life usual in all three.
There are serows, musk deer, blue
sheep, chukars, cuckoos, and larks.
There are also over 300 species of
medicinal herbs and 500 other plants,
55 of them not seen elsewhere in
Qinghai.

IN the Tang novel, the fairies here
lived luxuriously in houses of
silver, ate the livers of dragons and
the marrow of phoenixes, and wore
clothes made of silken gauze and
damask. In actual fact, its mountain
people were very poor.

The Xunhua Salar autonomous
county is about 2,000 square kilome-
ters. Of its 85,000 population, 50,000
are of Salar nationality. Lying be-

The beautiful valley of the Xun-
hua Salar Autonomous County.
Wang Xiaoyun

tween agricultural and «stock-raising
arcas, it has always served as a link
between them. ' In the old China
forcign merchants established com:
panics here to buy fleece at low
prices,

In the past the Salars carried thei
local products out of the mountains
to trade for food. Education was
unthinkable. In one village of 300
families, no one could read a letter
written by a young villager who had
been press-ganged into the Kuomin:
tang army. His family had to climb
a long way with gifts to a Han vil.
lage to find people who would read
it for them.

The hard life forced many to flee
to other places. Tasapuo village,
which originally had 40 households,
had only seven left at liberation,

In August 1949, Xunhua county
started a new life. The Sala people
took flour and sheep — the best they
could offer —to welcome the men
of the People’s Liberation Army. In
the new society the fabled fairyland
began to move toward the paradise
it was supposed to be.

According to mythology, in remote
antiquity Yu the Great, the first Xia
dynasty king, organized the people
to dredge the Huanghe River. The

project was started at Jishi Mountain




nhua county. Today this is the
of the prosperous capital of

ua county.

E county used to be a dry arca
hough the Huanghe River
d past it. In 1958, the Xunhua
e built the 20-kilometer-long
igfeng canal — the first one 1o
t the Huanghe River to water
land. Later they built more
s, reservoirs and pumping
ons, which propelled the develop-
. of agricultural production.
a3y 5,000 hectares of farmland
electrically irrigated. The total
1 yield in 1982 was 2.7 times that
949, The fruit output of the same
was 1.2 million kilograms, 58
ent more than in 1981.
1 the past the Salar people used
; spades and gangzi, a kind of
ving tool invented in the Song
asty, as farm tools. Today the
nty has 1,400 tractors and
shers. Thirty percent of farm
k is done by machine.
he Salar people have led a new
since 1949. Their income rose
135 yuan per person per year in
2, as against 11.7 yuan in 1949.
: county runs 108 schools with
r 10,000 students. It has about
) college graduates and over 1,000
Idle-school graduates. a

Salar nationality women doing th

eir wash at the Huangfeng

canal.
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A Fairyland Valley
in Qinghai Province

L1 WEI

Water control projects such as Daohan commune’s pumping station have (rans-
formed the county, .

EAR the upper Huanghe (Yellow)
River in Qinghai province there
hidden valley of dclicate beauty VRN -
magical charm which has always e, O
i described as a fairyland in
wse legends.

» A Trip to the Land of the

ies, a novel written in the Tang
sty 1,300 years ago, an official
<d Zhang was sent by the em-
r to find the source of the Huang-
River. On his way he came
ugh a mountain pass into a mys-
wus and picturesque valley where
| plants and flowers grew in mil-
s. Their fragrance permeated
ything and their brilliance bright-
| the sky. There he is said to
> met a fairy, Cui Shiniang, and
ved her company in this delight-
slace before they finally parted.
oday this nearly inaccessible val-
s in the Xunhua Salar autonomous
ity. Overshadowed by towering
s and mountains, the inhabitants
few and passers-by rare. This
. even more mystery to the val-

Yet no more beautiful place is
y to be found in China.

H{E valley lies in the Mengda
forest zone 3,000 meters above
level, an arca that combines both
awesome magnificence of the
ntains and rivers of the north
the delicate beauty of the hills
streams of the south. Clear
g water runs through its 9,000
ares. Birds sing and butterflies
e among wild flowers that cover
ground.

WEl is the Qinghai correspondent
Guangming Daily'.

2RITARY 10984
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