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An Historical Overview

The Hui (Vuslim) Minority in China-

=gl HE golden millennium of
# BNl Chinese Islam began in 31
{mmaimd] AH/651 AC, the year that
I§lam was introduced to China by
the Arabs, and ended in 1054 AH/
1644 AC when Ming Dynasty was
replaced by the Ch'ing. During these
993 years, China was ruled by T"ang
(618-906), Sung (960-1279), Yuan
{1279-1368) and Ming (1368-1644)
dynastics. During these centuries,
the believers in Islam developed
from their T"ang-Sung status of scat-
tered settlers into a full-grown Hui
minority in Yuan-Ming times. The
Hui minority which consisted of
Arab, Persian and Central Asian
Muslims and their Chinese spouses,
was probably an unprecedented cre-
ation as a religious-multiracial
people who were united together as
an cthnic group by the teachings of
Islam.

Islam, .Judaism, Manichaeism,
Nestorianism and Zoroastrianism

senaine-_to Tlang .China .at-about-the -

same time. But by the end of the
Ming Dynasty, Islam was the only
faith which survived, developed,
gained strongholds, evolved into a
Sinoised minority and obtained per-
manent ethnic membership in the
formation of the Chinese nation.
The other four religions either went
underground or disappeared in the
14th century. Although Buddhism,

. which came to China in the first

Christian century, was still the sec-
ond largest faith, it was negative to

reality and the worldly life, lacking .

the perspicacity and principles to
meet the Chinesc demands.

[ The %2mt= Journal BSS:
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Howcver, this glorious millen-
nium was, unfortunately, followed
by the dark age of Chinese Islam,
the Muslim genocide in the Ch'ing
period (1644-1911). In these 267
years, approximately 12,000,000
Muslims were massacred by the
Manchu-Han  superior  military
pO\VCI’.

After the downfall of the Ch’ing,
the First Republic of China was es-
tablished in 1912. All the Chinese
Muslims supported the new govern-
ment and started their revival move-
ment which is continuing to the pre-
sent day on Mainland China as well
as in Taiwan,

Islam in T’ang China

The Chinese New T'ang History
recorded that the first Arab mission,
dispatched by the third Caliph
‘Uthman (r 644-655) arrived at

Ch'angan, the capital of Tang_

.Dynasty. (618-906), . it . 31 Arl/651
AC,' nineteen years after the death

of the Prophet Muhammad (570-632
AC). It was exactly one hundred
years before China lost Central Asia
to the *‘Abbasid Califhate in the war
of Talas in 751 AC.# This new relig-
ion was brought to the Far East not
by militant Arabs with swords on
camelback, but by Arab diplomats,
scholars, merchants, scientists and
artists, who held no ecclesiastical
status. Their number was small and
had little impact on the Chinese
community, which was, dominantly
Confucianist. Islam as a religion was
confined to the Arabs only because

- — ——— = e ———r ——
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it was brought to China by the Arabs ‘
without the intention of gaining pro-
sclytes. i

Northwest: the First Muslim Stron- |
ghold -
Only six years after the Sino-AraL‘@

war in Talas, the vigourless T'ang ~
Empire was threatened by a rebell-

ion led by a Turkish warlord, An

Lu-shan (d 757). As a result, the.

T'ang Emperor Su-Tsung (r 756--,
762) asked the ‘Abbasid Caliph al-
Mansur (r 754-775) to send an army |
0f 20,000 (even 100,000) Muslim sol- .
diers from Arabia and Central Asia *

to help the T’ang troops defeat the )

rebels in 758.% After the war, these |
Muslims were allowed to settle in |
the Northwest and were given '
Chinese wives. Consequently, they |
had dual nationality because they

were the sons-in-law of the Han °
Chinese. They were the carliest an-

cestors of the Muslims in Northwest .

~ i T
o Chifidn 15400 100 Aiis sinstaby-wOls .~ =

tributions to, and their matrimoni:@
relaions with, the Chinese, Islam®y
gained its first stronghold in this |

Confucianist land. ‘1

Southwest: The Second ‘Muslim !

Stronghold 'i :

In 801, Islam penetrated into the *
Yunnan province in Southwest
China from Central Asia when a
group of 20,000 Arab and Samarkani
soldiers werc hired by the Tibetans
as mercenarics to wage war against !
the petty Kingdom of Nanchao in ;
Yunnan. Nanchao was a satellite |
statc of the T'ang Empire which, in i

3
H

|
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due course, helped the former defeat
the Tibetans and the Muslims. All
the Muslims were captured.® Unex-
pectedly, instead of being punished,
the Arabs and Samarkanis were not
only released, but for unknown
rcasons, were allowed to live in Yun-
nan, marry -Chinese women and
serve in the military and domestic
services. In short, they became the
forcfathers of the Hui minority in
Southwest China.

The Southeast

In addition to the two large groups
of Muslim military immigrants who
settled in the Northwest and the
Southwest, several tens of thousands
of Arab and Persian merchants came

{0 Southeast China around.the-same

period. They invested heavily in bus-
iness, owned sea transportation, en-
joyed a luxurious life, and were av-
erse to being soldiers or farmers.

* Most of them had no intention of

living in the Orient. When China was
at peace and there were oppor-
tunities to make profit, they stayed.
When there was war, they simply
packed their gold and belongings
and sailed home.® Very few of them
remained bchind. This was the

reason why Islam did not gain a .

stronghold in the Southeast as it had
in the Northwest and Southwest.

Muslim Population in T’ang China

Because of this, Muslims in T"ang
China consisted mainly of Arabs and
some Central Asians who were con-
centrated in the Northwest and the
Southwest. These two military
groups were initially estimated at
40,000, but this figure was soon in-
creased to 80,000 by the addition of
40,000 Chinese wives. By the begin-
ning of the 10th century, over a
period of 149 years (757-906), equi-
valent to five generations, the Mus-
lim population would have grown to
no less than 500,000 even by a con-
servative estimate.

North China: The Third Muslim
Stronghold

. During-the- reign of the-Northern= -

Sung Emperor, Shen-Tsyng (r 1068-
1085), there arrived in his capital,
K’aifeng, in 1070, a group of 5,300
young Arabs under the leadership
of a Bukhara Prince Sayyed So-fei-er

.(d 1120), who was descendant of the

holy Prophet Muhammad (peacc be
on him) in the 26th generation.® At

‘the same time, Sung China had lost

a large territory south of the Great
Wall, including the city of Yenking
(Peking) to the Liao Empire of the
Khitan (1034-1125). For political
reasons, Shen-tsung received So-fei-
er with great honour, making him
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the Marquis of [-ning. More impor-
tantly, he allowed all the Arab ad-
venturers to settle in the war-dovas-
tated land between K'aifeng and
Yenking in order to creatc a buffer
zone between the weak Sung and the
strong Liao.

In 1080, another group of more
than 10,000 Arab men and women
on horses, led by So-fei-er’s military
aides, arrived in China to join him

in Honan. After an audicnce with

these Arabs, Emperor Shen-tsung
again permitted them to settlein the
Honan, Shantung, Shansi,” Hopei
and Amhui provinces. So-fei-er was
promoted® by the Emperor o tic
status of Duke of Ch’ingkuo.

As settlers in the area between
Sung China and the northern

. nomads, So-fei-er's family became

the non-Chinese power in the 11th
to 12th centuries, monopolizing the
land traffic on the Silk Road with
the support of the Chinese, Khitan,
Tibetan and Tangut governments.
This was how Islam gained its third
stronghold in North China.

So-fei-er, the founder of the Mus-
lim cornmunity 1n North China, was
the ancestor of several famous Mus-
lim statesmen, generals and scholars
from the 13th to the 19th centuries.
More importantly, the Sayyed disco-
vered that Arabia and Islam were
misnamed by the T'ang-Sung
Chinese as Ta-shih-Kuo (the state of
Arabia) and Ta-Shih-Fa (the Relig-
ion of Islam). The ancient Chinese

‘mistack Ta-Shih, as. Arabia. TG €Oie..

rect these mistakes, he introduced
Hui-Hui-Chiao (the Religion of
Double Return) to substitute Ta-
Shih-Fa and then replaced Ta-Shih-
Kuo with Hui-Hui-Kuo (the Islamic
State). The Religion of Double Re-
turn meant to “sumbit and return to
Allah”. Thus. in Chinese Hui-Hui-
Chiao was universally accepted and
adopted for Islam by the Chinese.
Khitan. Nujens. Mongols, and Turks
before the end of the Llth century.

Muslim Population in Sung China

Although there is scarcity of infor-
mation in Sung history about the

B The 25tz Joumnal [
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Muslim  migrations from Central
Asta and North China, we belicve
that this movement towards the East
continued. But the immigrants were
often stopped by the Khitans or the
Nujens (Chin) on the way, and they
had to reconcile themeselves to stay-
ing in the Liao or Chin territory
while biding their time to come
China. When the Mongols con-
quered both countrics in the 13th
century, the ‘Muslims were free to
join their brothers-in-Islam in the
Great North.

We have to depend on our consi-
dered judgment to estimate the size
of the Muslim population at the end
of the Sung (960-1279). Assuming
that the total population at the be-
ginning of the 10th century was
500,000 in the 13th century, after a
period of 319 years, it should have
increased to fourfold to approxi-
mately 2,000,000. This is a conserva-
tive estimate, but [ concede that
there is no hard data to corroborate
it.

Islam in Yuan China: Khublai Khan
and the Hui Minority

The Yuan: Dynasty (1279-1368)
was founded by Khublai Khan
(1260-1294), a grandson of Chingis
Khan (1162-1227). His military
machine was built largely upon the
2,000,000 to 3,000,000 Muslim sol-
diers he brought to China from the
Middle East and Central Asia.” All
the communders-in-Chief of the
three Mongol war zones (Central
China, Southwest China and South-
east China fronts) were Arabs: Pr-
ince Sayyed Po-Yen (1235-1294), Pr-
ince Sayyed Edjill Chams .ed.-Din
Oraar (1211-1279), and General P'u

Shou-keng (1214-1291). They won *

the wars for Khublai Khan against
the Sung Empire. Many thousands
of Muslims served as high officials
in the central and provincial govern-
ments. Because the majority of the
Mongol soldiers were Muslims, the
Khan ordained them second-class
citizenship in Yuan China. It was the
beginning of the Hui minority in
Chinese  history, ' the greatest
achievement of the Chinese Mus-
lims.® :

2 The %2z Journal B

Prince Ananda’s Attempt to Islamize
the Yunan Khanate

Ananda (1307-1370), a grandson
of Khublai Khan, succeeded his
tather as the Prince of Ansi (Tan-
gut), an arca covering Shensi,
Kansu, Such'van and Tibet in 1285
when he was 15 years old. He was
brought up by his Muslim foster pa-
rents who taught him the religion of
Islam.” He soon established a ‘close
relationship with the 11-Khan in Per-
Siaiid

After the death of the sixth Great
Khan, Yuan Ch'eng-tsu (r 1295-
1307), Ananda’s supporters, includ-
ing the Queen Bulohan and Premier
Ahutai, planned to raisc him to the
throne, but their plot was foiled by
his adversary, Prince Haishan. All
of them were executed. However,
his death did not shake the religious
belief of his 150,000 Mongol soldiers
in Ansi, who were considered the
ancestors of the Tunghsiang Hui
minority in Northwest China. Had
Ananda succeeded in his imperial
campaign, the Yuan Dynasty would
have become Islamized like the
three Mongol Khanates in the West.
Haui Popalaiioa in Yuan China

In T'ang-Sung times, Islam was
confined to the North, Northwest
and Southwest. Muslims were consi-
dered foreign settlers. Under the
rule of Khublai Khan, Islam ex-
tended wnto ail the provinces in
China Proper. Wherever there were
military  bases, transportation
centres, agricultural districts, com-
mercial cities and industrial arezs,

" people foud the Hui participating in

all walks of life. These conditions
continued unchanged even in the
Ch’ing period.

It took more than six centuries
(757-1279) for the scattered Muslim
settlers to grow from the 40,000 souls
of the 8th century to two million in
the 13th century. During the 89-year
rule under the Mongols, who con-
scripted two to three million Muslim
soldiers from the Middle East and
Central Asia to fight their wars
against Sung China, the Muslim

population increased to 4,000,000 in
the 14th century. They were the
lurgest minority in China, cven
larger than the Mongols.

Islam in Ming China: Emperor Ming
T'ai-tsu

At that time if somconc had said:
‘The unexpected increase in the
Muslim population, the sudden cle-
vation of their political and military
power, and the poor dcfensive
strength of the Han in the Yuan
period would pave the way for the
4,000,000 Hui minority to produce
a favourite son, who would one day
build a new dynasty’, pcople would
have said tha: hc was a dreamer!
But, according to our research, the

foundcr of the Ming Empire, Chu

9

Yuan-chang — Ming T ai-tsu — was
a descendunt of a Semu officer iy
the Mongol Tammachi Garrison
force in Anhui.""

It was the expectation of the Han
Chinesc that the Hui, who had col-
laborated with the Mongols to build
the Yuan Dynasty, would be persc-
cuted. However, they were instead
given religious, political, economic
and social {r:cdoms by the Ming
Emperor. Several hundreds  of
thousands of them werce in the Ming
military service and many of their
leaders were appointed to high milit-
ary and civil posts. It was the Em-
peror’s policy to protect the Muslims
by having them completely Sionized
and to dilute the hatred of the Han
Chinese who had been harshly

treated by the Mongols and. the--- -«

Semus. Fai this réason, the Emperor

forced Muslims to attend Chinese (—Q

schools, to spcak Chinese language,
to wear Chinese clothes, to adopt
Chincse names and to marry
Chineses spouses.'?

One morc important factor that
points to the Islamic identity of the
Ming ruler was that Emperor Chu
Yuan-chang’s queen, Ma Hou, was
a Muslim and that some of their sons
and daughters married Muslims.'

Under this favourable political cli-
mate, the Hui minority lived in
pcace, prosperity and happiness for

T
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a period of 276 years. The fact that
e Ming T’ani-tsu was a Muslim was
kept a highly guarded secretin Ming
history, undiscovered by any
Chinese historian or scholar during
the last six centurics.

Hui Population in Ming China

After the downfall of the Yuan
Dynasty, there were no important
Muslim immigrations into China.
The peaceful and happy life of the
Hui minority, under the rule of the
benevolent Ming emperors, ¢x-
; panded their population from
4,000,000 in the 14th century to a
total of 20,000,000 in the middle of
the 17th century;a five-fold increase

exaggeration. Of course, this figure
did not include the population of the
other non-Hui Muslim minorities in
Kansu and Sinkiang.

End of the Golden Millenium

i S L it

Chinese Islam was firmly estab-
lished and fully developed in its first
millennium. In those ten centuries,
7th to the 17th, the Muslims made

i tremendous military, po‘litical, re-
ligious, cultural, commercial, medi-
_caland technical contributions to the
; T‘ang-Sung-Yuan-Ming - govern-

! ments and the Han communities.

i

v nndne276-yeATS cannothbe considered-an =~

The Hui population grew from
40,000 T'ang Muslim settlers 1o
20,000,000 Sinoized Hui citizens at
the end of the Ming. They were in-
laws of the Han Chinese. They oc-
cupied lands and engaged in all kinds
of trade and industry almost
everywhere in China Proper. They
served in military service and never
rebelled against any Chinese govern-
ment. They were completely
Sinoized and inter-married with the
Chinese. However, though they
lived peacefully with the Chinese,
they never forgot that their paternal
ancestors were Arabs, Persians and
Central Asians. Yet they loved
China because their maternal ances-

_tors.werenChinese. China-beeame
their motherland.

After holding sway over China for
250 years, the Ming Empire began
to distintegrate. In 1644, it was over-
thrown by the Manchus from the
Northeast. This non-Chinese tribe
formed the Ch'ing Dynasty with the
support of the Han. To the Muslims,
it was akin to a catastrophe. They
lost their benevolent rulers and were
greatly threatened. The collapse of
the Ming Empire signalled the end

of ~the Golden Millennium  of’

Chinese Islam, followed by an un-
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precedented Muslim genocide in the
17th to the 19th centuries.

The Dark Agé of Islam

After having lived in peace and
prosperity in China for one millen-
nium (651-1644), the Muslims were
shocked by the ccilapse of the Ming.
the protector of Chinese Islam. They
realized their dark age was coming
and they would have to brace them-
selves to face the disaster. In so far
as the Manchu authorities were con-
cerned, Muslims were not greatly
concerned because they never had
bad relations with the new rulers.

However, they feared Han retalia-

. .tion-for~what-Yuan Muslims=had *°

done to their ancestors under Mon-
gol rule.

The first Han official. Hung
Ch'eng-ch’'ow. set the stage for the
fulfilment of the ominous Muslim

expectation. As the last Ming gover-

nor-general in Manchuria. he de-
fected to the Manchu side in 1642

-and disclosed the top Ming secret

that the Ming royal family was
closely related to the Chinese Mus- -
lims."* Hence, the Ch'ing govern-
ment adopted an anti-Muslim policy
as soon as they had destroyed the
Ming Empire.
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In the course of 224 years (1648-
1872), the Hui and several other

non-Chinese Muslim minorities in

Kansu, Sinkiang, Shensi and Yun-
nan organized more than ten upris-
ings against the Manchu-Han au-
thorities.

The first one was commanded by
two Ming loyalists, Ting Kuo-tung
(d 1649) and Mi-la-yin (d 1648), in
1648 in Kansu.'"® They raised the
Ming flags and declarcd the late
Ming Prince “Chu Shih-Ch'uan (d
1648) their ruler. The ill-prepared
rebellion lasted only about one year,
but many citics were destroyed and
hundreds of thousands of Han-and
Muslims were killed.

The last Hui uprising under the
Icadership of Tu Wen-hsiu (d 1873),
Sultan Sulayman of the Panthays of
Ynnan (1853-1872), was the largest
anti-Ch'ing revolutionary  force,
fighting for political justice, religious
freedom and Muslim indepen-
deene.'® After 17 years of struggle,
the Panthays were finally defeated
by the united Manchu-Han forces.
As a result, more than one million
Muslims were slaughtered. The
Panthays were descendants of the

Hui who settled in T'ang and Yuan

times.

According to reliable Christian
sources, the Hui minority alone lost
about 10,000,000 lives in Shensi,
Kansu and Yunnan.'” The number
of non-Chinese Muslims killed in
Sinkiang was estimated at 2,000,000.

RIS Chestatal of all the. Muslims_killed

in the 17th to the 19th centuries was
about 12,000,000. This was the
greatest racial genocide in Chinese
history.

History reveals that the Han’s
hatred of the Muslims, the short-
sightedness of the Ch’ing rulers in
their anti-Muslim policy and the nar-
row-mindedness of the Ch'ing Mus-
lims in building their own kingdoms
within China, were responsible for
the death of 12,000,000 Muslims and
of an equal number of Han Chinesc.
In addition, millions of acres of
farmland became scorched earth and

VoI 17:Nos.
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the Ch'ing treasury was depleted in

financing the wars, It ultimately led -

to the humiliation of the «OF

Ch'ing povernment by the Western

powers and cventually o its
downfall in 1911,

Hui Minority Population in Ch'ing
China

The Muslim  genocide over-
shadowed the bright side of Chincse
Islam for three centuries. The Mus-
lims did not accomplish any impor-
tant enterprise during the Ch'ing
period except for the few Hui scho-
lars who wrote books in Chinese and
Arabic on Islam and the few high
military officials who worked for the
Manchu, not for Muslims. The
greatest loss was that the Muslim
population did not increase at all.

Our estimate of the Ming Hui minor-
ity in 1644 was 20,000,000. How-
ever, 10,000,000 of them were mas-
sacred by the Ch'ing armics, but
about 10,000,000 were born, so the
size of the Hui minority in the begin-
ning of the 20th century remained
unchanged from its 17th century fi-
gure.

Muslim Minorities in Modern China

According to Moslems in China,
a book cdited by the China Islamic
Association in 1953, there are today
ten Muslim minorities in China. Eth-
nically, they could be divided into
two groups. The first group consists
of nine non-Chinese peoples: the

__Uighur,,. Kazakh, Kirghis, Salar,

Tajik, Uzbek, Tatar, Paoan and
Tunghsiang. Their ancestors wcre
from Manchuria, Mongolia, Sin-
kiang, Persia and Central Asia be-
fore the rise of Islam. The second
group consists of the Hui minority
only, those whose paternal ancestors
were Muslim Arabs, Persians and
Central Asians. They migrated into
China during the T’ang-Sung Yuan
times and their earliest maternal an-
cestors were mostly Chinese.

Geographically, China is divided

_ into two halves. The first-half, China

Proper, covering the vast land from

CORRYPT

south of the Great Wall to the north-
ern borders of Vietnam, Laos and
Burma, has been the homeland of
the Han Chinese for several
thousand years. It was from the 13th
century onward, that the Hui minor-

vinces in China Proper.

I

ity began to populate these pro- i

ot

The sccond half, covering Mon-

golia, western Kansu and Sinkiang,

Muslim minoritics probably from
the 7th century. These nine Muslim
minoritiecs have never been
Sinoized. Their rclations' with the
Han arc not as closc as that between
the Han and the Hui. Since the Ming
times, the Hui spoke Chinese in ad-
dition to Arabic and Persian, wore

Chinese dress, adopted Chinese ~
and”

names, marricd Chinese,

has been occupicd by nine other

worked closely with the Han in milit- 4

ary, political, agricultural and com-
mercial ficlds. Physically, they be-
came more similar to the Han than
to other Muslim minorities. A
Uighur, on the other hand, remains
racially a Uighur, a Turk remains a
Turk, and so on.

Haredity i+ the determining factor
in the formation of any nationality.

But this principle cannot be applied
1o the formation of the Hui minority
because its determining factor is
Islam, the rcligion that unified the
Arabs, Persians, Turks, Mongols
and Chinese into an ethnic-religious
Hui minority. Not every Arab, Per-
sian or Turk who lives in a Hui vil-
lage is a Hui..Only he.who embraces
Islam and lives a Muslim life is 2

Hui. Anyonc of the Hui minority &

who forsakes Islam is not a Hui‘any-
more. Although he loses his religi-
ous status, he docs not lose his racial
identity.

The Republican Period:
Hui Minority and Religious Freedom
During this period (1912-), there
are two Republican governments in
existence. The first is the Republic
of China, a democratic state,
founded in 1912 by the Nationalist
Party. Four yecars after the Sino-
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Japanese War, the Nationalist Party
was defeated by the Chinese Com-
munist Party in 1949 and the govern-
ment of the Republic of China was
reduced to an island state in Taiwan.
Shortly thereafter, the Peoples’. Re-
public of China, an authoritarian
state, was established on the main-
land by the Chinese Communists.

Under these two different govern-
ments, religious activities, living
conditions and the problem of Mus-
lims are quite diffefent. But, in the

- hearts of all Chinese iviuslims, there

are two urgent problems that need
clarification and solution: the accu-
rate size of the Muslim population
and religious freedom. These prob-
lems can be solved by the various
Muslim minorities and, particularly,

the government of the Peoples’ Re- °

public, with mutual trust and open-
mindedness. A satisfactory solution
1o these would certainly strengthen
Muslim Joyalty and solidify national
unity. _

_The Nationalist authorities and
Muslims in Taiwan are not in dispute
over religious freedom, because it
does not conflict with Nationalist
policy. In any case, Muslim popula-
tion in Taiwan is too small to
threaten the power of the Han
Chincse. However,

in ‘mainland.

China, freedom of religion has been
repeatedly jeopardized and the size
of the Muslim minority population
has often been mainipulated by the

Communist authorities. Religion
and nationality are equally impor-
tant to the Nationalist and the Com-
munist governments. But due to dif-
ferent political philosophies and sys-
tems, their policies towards the Mus-
lim population have tended to differ.-

Nationalist Policy Towards the Hui
Minority :

During  the years 1928-1945,

_ Nationalist China, in pursuance of

Dr Sun Yat-Sen’s Doctrine of
Nationalism, insisted that the Hui
were actually Han Chinese who em-
braced the Islamic faith and were
thus different only in habits and cus-

_ toms from other Chinese.'? In other

words, the Muslims were only a re-
ligious' group, despite the 1912
Nationalist Constitution that recog-
nized them as the Hui-tsu (Muslim
minority).? However, this racial
policy underwent a moderate change
in 1946, and by 1954, its spirit had
been completely revised.

The (December 25) 1946 Amend-
ment to Article 135 of the Republic
of China Constitution changed the
status of the Muslims from “(that)

i¥o1/17 NOS:3 & 4 —Rabi al-Awwaf / Rabi,al-Thani 1410 = October/ November 1989 *

of Chinese stock who embraced Is-
lamic faith and were different only
in habits and customs from the Han
Chinese”, to “People living in in-
terior areas who have their own
habits and customs” : Although this-
amendment did nof openly recog-
nize the Muslims as an ethnic minor-
ity it indicated that the Nationalist

that the Hui were different from the
Han Chinese in terms of race, relig-
ion, habits and customs.

However, on March 18, 1954 the
National Assembly passed a revised
bill prescribing that “those who em-
brace the Islamic faith should be cal-
led Hui-min ™ (Muslim people) in-
stead of “the people living in interior
areas who have their own habits and
customs”. This revised version of
Article 135 clearly showed that the
Nationalist authorities had come to
understand that the Hui were a re-
ligious ethnic minority, different
from the Han Chinese.

At the present time, there are only
45,000 Hui in Taiwan. They are free
to work, travel, attend school,
marry, worship Allah and attend to
Islamic duties. Externally, the Hui
have kept close contacts with the

' "Muslim " woild through the islamic
associations in Taipei. Due to their
friendly relations with the Muslim
countries, both the Nationalist gov-
ernment and some Hui businessmen
have developed profitable trade with
the Saudis, Jordanians and other
Muslim states. Every year. the Hui
send a delegation to Makkah to per-
form the Hajj and the Hui youths
are sent to study religion, history and
the Arabic language in the Middle
East countries.

P I ST g 2 -

_ In view of these favourable condi-
tions, the Taiwan Hui community
has no cause for complaint. We hope ,
that their happy and peaceful life will
serve as a pointer to the relationship
between Muslims and Communists
on the mainland.
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government was beginning to realize
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.~ 18 million Muslims in China

BELJING (IINA) - There are about 18 million Muslims in China mainly in .,
the northwestern part of the country. According to Sheikh Mohammed Saeed
Jaiong, chairman of the Chinese Islamic League, there are about 200,000 Mus- .
lims in Beijing and 30,000 in Shanghi. Sheikh Jaiong said there are more than -
33,000 mosques in China being serviced by 42,000 Imams and preachers. He'
said Islamic schools have been added to these mosques to provide Islamic educa- -
| tion for the Muslim students. According to him, the number of Chinese Muslims

coming to Saudi Arabia to perform Haj has increased to 6,000 pilgrims. He said ‘|

“..=_.?.\Hm_m._ﬁnwnn,__m:.omﬁn_uomuw%oum_c_._,...:é==.\ﬁE_u%oEﬁanrﬁﬁ:.“._m
which has 430 branch offices all over the country.
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fChina forbids

A

over religion

By Xie Liangjun or from setting up religious

! ; schoals,
AN official has reiterated that
religious organizations and reli- Also, they are not allowed {o
gious affairs in China are not  '0eruil religious followers from
subject to controls by any for- ™" Chinesccilizens.
eign forces, Chinahasnot forged diplomatic

J_Zhang Shengzuo, Director of rvl.-nlinnswilhtho\’:*!h'nn'.\}-hivh

The Stale Council Religious Al has heen aceused by Chine:o
"m uul!mrllie_s of nlt..urn'pting.tt) in-
gious groups stick to policies of  terfere with China’s religious
independence and seclf-govern- alfairs and religious groups.
Tinge —  ————————— Some people ahroad have long
made an issue of human rights,
acensing the Chinese Govern-
ment of perseceuting religious
followers,

“The Chinese Government,
and Chinese religious organiza-
tions as well, will not interfere
with religious alTairs in olher
countries, and al Lhe same time, In reéply to this accusation,
we will absolulely not allow for-  Zhangsaid that noonein China
eign forces to involve in and in-  is nrrested or sentenced to jail
terlere with our reﬁgiouggrnulm terms heeause of their I'(‘“giﬂll.‘i
and religious affairs;” said beliefs,

Zhang. " A small number of religious
His remarks were carried in  helicvers faced legal penallies
the first issué of the ql];ﬂ'((\f]y nol. hecause of I,heir. !'(!ligi.('.lls
magazine Religions in China,  beliefs, butbecause they engaged
which was formally !aaniliad - in aclivities in the name of veli-
yesterday in Beijing. gion thal damaged national in-

Zhangsaidin aninterview with “"'"‘Tl-{‘ or the safely of the
the magazine that Chinesereli-  People’'s lives and property.

foreign control

gious organizations and person- Government sources say thal.
alilies will contact and co-oper- Jhere are aboul 100 million

ale with overseas counterparts “people in China who helong Lo

on the equal and friendly basis. “Vhmnns religior

According to a government “"Among them are 17 million
r_egulatinn.whichbc‘cameel:foc- Muslims, Amillion atholicsand
“Mw-ﬂﬁllmw’— “Bmillion Protestants. The ma-
ers can not esta |sl_1‘ l':lmmﬂ jority 4re Buddhists angd Tao-
- ligl 12 o_‘l ALCS TN ists, of whoi g0 accutale Gount
S, L, s inipssiblé because the 'two
“They ate banned from sélting  yoligions have penelrited déeply

up places for religious acliviliés, into everyday lives. ”
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43,000 mosques in China |

‘

BENING (IINA) : HIRY R
THE Muslims in China constitute a big minority living under communist domination and

* their 'social, educational and cultural situations are modest inside this great ocean of hu-

man-beings, while the cultural revolution in China was responsible for buming important
Tslamic books and any texts connected to Islam, the glorious Islamic history and the Arabic
language. R R ke : St

The gradual disappearance of Ulema (scholars) of the older generations amongst the
Chinese Muslims have all contributed 16 the ignorance of Muslims in China in many matters
conceming the Islamic faith, at a time when the doors of Islamic teaching was closed to the
following generations.

Despite the destruction caused and practiced against Islamic centres and mosques. there
are still nearly 43,000 mosques in China, in addition to Islamic associations. institutions and

- religious colleges. One of the oldest of these associations is the Advancement Association

of the Chinese Muslims, which was founded and established in 1909. It has 3000 branches
in the country, in addition to the Islamic literary association and the Islamic teachers house
in the Chinese capital, Beijing. 2 ‘ g
The Muslims in China need from the Islamic world contacts and visits, consolidation and
support, linkage of cooperation, assistance for leaming the Arabic language and providing
the Imams and Preachers of mosques and the Muslims in general, with all information

 be living in:

_ pertaining to the Islamic faith, its teachings and culture.

|

THE Deputy Govermnor of Gansu Province

in China received the Muslim World °

League Secretary-General Dr Ahmad Mu-

. hammad Ali. who began his familiarisation

tour from the city of Laxiyon. which is also

" the capital of that province, at the invitation
of the Islarhic Association with the view to )
study the problems and condition of the

Musligs first hand.

Durifig the meeting the MWL Chief

“stressed that the MWL has been striving,
since its inception for the improvement of
_the conditions of the Muslim minorities -
" living in the different areas of the world on

the basis of the Divine command enjoining

" the believers o cooperate with one another |
in piety and good deeds. ; ’

““Thé MWL seeks 1o realise this objective

* " through various ways and means. keeping

away froni interference in the internal af-

* fairs of the countries those minorities may )
d through non-official ‘and

" Islamic,

non-govemnmental ~ and inter-
national organisation has been paying ut-
most altention to the issues conceming

Muslims. with special focus on the re-

ligious aspects of the their lives.. par-
ticularly in those countries which are not
the members of the OIC. .

In this context. the MWL chief expressed
the hope that his current visit to China
would - prove quite instrumental in de-

Training sessions mooted for Chinese Imams

' MAKKAH

4ociation regarding holding training ses-

‘sioné for prayer leaders and preachers and

prontised all possible support and help the
Association 1o hold the training session in

* the near future in Beijing.

veloping and strengthening the ties be- '
tween the Muslims of China and the’

MWL.
During"his visit to China. the MWL

* Secretary-General also held a meeting with
the members of the executive council of the
China Islamic Association prior to his one-
" dayvisittoHongKong. T

The meeting. attended by the Saudi En-

Chinese Islamic body, - ~

‘A senior Chinese Muslim leader de- .
scribed the visit of the MWL chief 1o China
as a momentous event and said that the
Muslims of China greatly cherished their

.old ties with the MWL. which had been

Kknown to them for quite a longtime..
**'Dr Ali suggested on his part. the forma-
Yion of a working group from the members

.of the association in order to evolve a strat-

- egy for boosting cooperation between the

7 The Deputy Govemor of the ‘Province;’

Muslim World League

and the’ China Is-.
lamic Association. * : Y

"

" :"'Thé MWL chief also inspected the Is-
: - Jamic Institdte in Langyon and the mosque
vy to ‘China. Yusuf Muhammad Al- - : p S Ao

"‘Madani. discussed ways and means 1o
" "boost relations between the MWL and the

there, & vt et v San

while_ welcoming Dr Ali; explained that
there ‘are “1.1 million Muslim inhabitants

“*hon-govemnienthl channels. " "~ The MWL Secretary-General ‘welcomed : -and more than 3.000 mosques .in the re-
'+ Dr Ali observed that the MWL as'a pan- ;' the suggestion ‘of the China Islamic As- . gion.githa e o PR SR
..__,-.. 7 .'.,-._‘,__._"-.I.- g 2 i
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Beijing Islamic

> studies center
one of largest
in the-world

By a Staff Writer

The Emirates Center for Arabic and Is-
lamic Studies at the University for Foreign
Studies in Beijing is considered one of the
largest centers of learning and research on
Islam in the world.

A marvelous cultural monument in the
middle of the campus, the center was con-
structed with the financial support of UAE
President Sheikh Zayed ibn Sultan Al-
Nahayan. The project was established fol-
lowing the state visit of Sheikh Zayed to
China in 1990. The five-story building
contains 50 rooms and a conference hall.

According to the Jeddah-based Okaz
newspaper, the center, which covers an arca
of 4,100 square meters, will be officially
opened within the next few weeks.

Islam reached China as early as the sec-
ond century. Since then China has been
maintaining good cultural and trade re-
lations with Arab countries.

UAE Ambassador to China Ismail You-
suf described the center as one of the strik-
ing monuments in the university. “The
center will primarily benefit the Chinese
people. It will also serve students and re-
searchers from other parts of the world,” the
ambassador told the paper.

The center will teach Arabic language
and conduct studies in Islamic subjects and
Chino-Arab relations over the past years. It

The Emirates Center for Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University for Foreign
Studies in Beijing — one of such largest centers in the world.

will have a good library with valuable
books, references on Islam and its history
and a large number of manuscripts col-
lected from different parts of the world.

The center was completed in two stages;
in the first stage the building was con-
structed while in the second it was provided
with furniture and modemn facilities. “It’s
the fourth project in China financed by the
UAE,” the ambassador said.

The University for Foreign Studies in
Beijing was established in 1941. It is one of
the 36 universities supervised directly by

_ A0 N

the National Education Commission.

There are 700 teachers and 3,500 Chi-
nese students and 200 foreign students in
the College of Arabic Language at the uni- -
versity, in addition to 70,000 registered
students who do not attend regular classes.

The university offers doctorate degrees
in four languages: Arabic, English, Russian
and German. Its library contains 700,000
books and reference works and more than
1,500 periodicals. It has signed academic
cooperation agreements with 43 uni-
versities in 27 countries.
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China denies reports of

(2.

BELJING, Nov. 11 (AFP) — China has
firmly denied reports of a plague epidemic
in many cities, saying that no more than 10
cases had been reported each year since the
disease was brought under control in 1955.

“As to the rumors that plague is spread-
ing in more than 200 counties and cities in
China, these do not conform to the true sit-
uation,” said the Ministry of Public Health
in a statement, dated yesterday, responding
to numerous diplomatic and press en-
quiries.

The South Korean Health Ministry on
Tuesday ordered the insides of all planes
and any luggage arriving from China to be
sprayed. .

The Chinese Health Ministry statement
said that between June and October seven

people had been infected when two cases of

plague broke out in remote areas of north-
western Qinghai and Tibet.

“Thanks to timely prevention and treat-
ment measures, an epidemic was avoided.

a plague epidemic

W %

At the moment, there is no human plague
spreading in China,” it said.

The statement said that “scattered cases”
of plague among rats in Qinghai, Tibet, In-
ner Mongolia, Yunnan and Gansu had also
been quickly controlled.

“One should not confuse rat plague with
human plague,” it said, noting that they
were medically different and that the-for-
mer posed only a “latent threat” to human
beings.

A World Health Organization official
said people should “not overreact to these
things,” pointing out that a few cases of
plague were also reported each year in the
United States.

In September, an outbreak of plague in
India that killed 60 people caused panic
worldwide, with many countries severing
air and sea links with India. The Chinese
statement said the handful of human plague-
cases reported each year were all in “re-
mote, sparsely populated areas”.
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% Officlal restrictions on religlon have falled to dim the Islamic faith of the Hul

B et R

\\ ethinic minority In China's Ningxla reglon’s southern Guyuan County. Even the
\ most destitute of the county's Muslim villages boast an ornate mosque bullt

with money donated by ordinary people.

\ * New mosques testify to Islamic

N
NBNEE By Mure Dickie
% e Guyuan County
\I\\ "They live far from the Islamic world in
caves and mud-walled houses hidden in the
N arid hills of northwest China, where food is
scarce and religion is run by bureaucrats of
the atheist Communist Party.

For-many Chinese Muslims in poverty-
YS stricken Ningxia region’s southern Guyuan

County, just scraping a living from the dry
yellow earth can be an unending war

\& . against the elements, :
-, But decades of grinding poverty, official
- restrictions on religion and more than four
» years of drought have failed to dim the Is-
. lamic faith of the county’s Hui ethnic mi-
nority, residents and officials say. -
Even the most destitute of the county’s
{‘ _ Muslim villages boast an ornate mosque
" built with money donated by poor farmers,
\ many so poor they cannot feed their fam-
“:. ilies and rely almost totally on government
" grainaid. . .
.- “The people are believers, they are very
willing to give money,” said Ma Shengli,
_'jmam of Guyuan’s Gongbei Mosque.
© Gongbei was one of more than 1,000
Ningxia mosques destroyed by radical sup- -
. porters of Mao Zedong during the decade- :°
" long Cultural Revolution launched by the
i late chairman in 1966. ..
The mosque, under reconstruction in an
* architectural mingling of traditional Chi-
- nese and Middle Eastern design, is just one
. of many reborn since restrictions on re- _;
! ligion have eased in the past 10 years. '
The scores of new and rebuilt mosques
. scattered around the Guyuan hills are a
- source of hope for Muslim farmers. *

. i~ .“Everyone is very poor, with no money
to build schools and no money for'school
books, * but still they build beautiful
mosques,” said County Communist Party -

- Secretary Wang Delin.
: The burden on farmers of supporting
. more than 500 mosques, along with resident
' jmams to lead the faithful in prayer, was too
"+ heavy for many communities, Wang said.
* “In some poor areas the s?ending on re-
* ligion exceeds tax revenues,” said Ma Zhi-
" ren, vice president of the Ningxia Islamic
' Association. Since 1994, communities had |, |
“been required to seek official permission *

{ resurgence in Ningxia region

before building mosques, as officials
moved to slow the growth in the number of
mosques in each village.

The rules had been only lightly enforced,

artly because of difficulties in even reg-
istering existing halls of worship, said Ma,
himself a member of the Hui minority that
accounts for around a third of Ningxia’s
5.12 million people.

While Muslims, Buddhists and Chris-
tians in the region are vocal in their relief
that the days of outright suppression appear
past, Islamic Association leaders neatly
embody the ironies of religious life under
atheistic communism.

All imams must be approved by the Is-
lamic Association before being appointed

to mosques, each of which has a man-

agement committee to guard against “bad
influences”, officials say.

Religion and superstition are both of-
ficially taboo for members of China’s rul-
ing Communist Party, an injunction often
repeated by party newspapers but widely
ignored. “We in the party . have to be one
with the masses,” he said. While cadres fret

"at the expense, Hui.farmers seem un-

concerned at the financial burden of re-

_ building their faith after the ravages of the

Cultural Revolution. ‘
“Of course we want to build mosques,
it’s good to have a mosque in the village,”

.. said one farmer in Guyuan’s Liguo village.

Although 80 percent of villagers could
not afford mud-walled houses to replace

‘their dusty caves, they had recently com-
. bined to build a new mosque nearby, said
“ local official Ke Zhancang. .

While most mosques rely on public do-
nations, Nanguan Mosque in the Ningxia

‘capital of Yinchuan is pioneering a differ-

ent approach.
“This way we don’t have to go to the
government or the faithful for money,” said

mosque director Bao Jinggui. “We rely on |

ourselves.” Bao doubles as general manag-
er of Nanguan’'s minibusiness empire, pre-
siding over a mixed bag of concems that
include factories, restaurants”and a meat

_ market. Much of the mosclue’s healthy

profits are spent on charitable works, of-
ficials say, but its success has also left Bao
wealthy enough to personally donate
10,000 yuan ($1,200) a year to help to re-

‘ settle poor farmers. (R)

—_—e e

-

L



| <” Agreement />

\ ¢
C-— signed

/

to set up Arabic
college in China

BELJING (IINA) - The North-
Western University for the education of
minorities in China will establish a col-
lege to teach Arabic language and Islam-
ic culture. An agreement to the effect
was recently signed between the univer-
sity and the Islamabad-based Internation-
al Islamic University.

The agreement ‘was signed by the rec- : .
tors to the two cz?ﬂ.mmmnm Dr. Hassan p/%?b 3 (@‘P/r\uﬂ
Hamid Hasan and Professor Maki Lin
who said the Muslims in China are per- \ > \ KL \ q b
forming their Islamic duties in complete
freedom.

He also said the Chinese government
pays a special attention to the education
of the minorities including the Muslims
and has established four universities for
this purpose.

The North-Western University is the
oldest university for the education of mi-
norities in China. It was cstablished in

i 1950 and includes 18 colleges and 10 re- |
search centers.- So far more than 28,000
students have graduated from this univer-
sity. y

On his part, the rector of the Interna-

tional Islamic University lauded the role
of the Chinese university providing edu-
cation for the Muslim minority and
promised to enhance cooperation with it.
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| Kuwait helpso uplift -
" Chinese Muslims

BELING, Nov. 28 (DPA)
KUWAIT and China signed a loan agree-
ment worth 33 million dollars in Beijing
on Monday aimed at easing grinding pov-
erty among Muslims in north-central
China's remote Ningxia region, the of-
ficial media said on Tuesday.

+  Part of the money will be used to di-
vert water from the Yellow River to ir-
~ rigate 130,000 hectares of-land for cul-
. tivation. The project will take six years to
complete and will benefit one million :
Chinese Muslims in the region. It is the
fifth loan of its kind for Chinese Muslims.
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