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- _Qur’an published in Chinese language = +—
" BELJING (IINA) — The Islamic Center in internal Mongolia in the north of .
China is the sole Islamic institution responsible for the spreading of Islam there.",
The center is supervising four Islamic institutes where 320 male and female stu- -
dents are studying. The center recently published 300 copies of the translation of :
the meanings of the Qur’an into the Chinese language. It also distributed more -
than 300,000 audio-visual cassettes on various Islamic subjects in China, Taiwan
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New mosques testify to Islartfic
resurgence in Ningxia region

By Mure Dickie
Guyuan County

They live far from the Islamic world in
caves and mud-walled houses hidden in the
arid hills of northwest China, where food is
scarce and religion is run by bureaucrats of
the atheist Communist Party.

For many Chinese Muslims in poverty-
stricken Ningxia region’s southern Guyuan
County, just scraping a living from the dry
yellow earth can be an unending war
against the elements.

But decades of grinding poverty, official
restrictions on religion and more than four
years of drought have failed to dim the Is-
lamic faith of the county’s Hui ethnic mi-
nority, residents and officials say.

Even the most destitute of the county’s
Muslim villages boast an ornate mosque
built with money donated by poor farmers,
many so poor they cannot feed their fam-
ilies and rely almost totally on government
grain aid.

“The people are believers, they are very
willing to give money,” said Ma Shengli,
imam of Guyuan’s Gongbei Mosque.

Gongbei was one of more than 1,000
Ningxia mosques destroyed by radical sup-
porters of Mao Zedong during the decade-
long Cultural Revolution launched by the
late chairman in 1966.

The mosque, under reconstruction in an
architectural mingling of traditional Chi-
nese and Middle Eastern design, is just one
of many reborn since restrictions on re-
ligion have eased in the past 10 years.

The scores of new and rebuilt mosques
scattered around the Guyuan hills are a
source of hope for Muslim farmers.

“Everyone is very poor, with no money
to build schools and no money for school
books, but still they build beautiful
mosques,” said County Communist Party
Secretary Wang Delin.

The burden on farmers of supporting
more than 500 mosques, along with resident
imams to lead the faithful in prayer, was too
heavy for many communities, Wang said.

“In some poor areas the spending on re-
ligion exceeds tax revenues,” said Ma Zhi-
ren, vice president of the Ningxia Islamic
Association. Since 1994, communities had
been required to seek official permission

before building mosques, as officials
moved to slow the growth in the number of
mosques in each village.

The rules had been only lightly enforced,
partly because of difficulties in even reg-
istering existing halls of worship, said Ma,
himself a member of the Hui minority that
accounts for around a third of Ningxia's
5.12 million people.

While Muslims, Buddhists and Chris-
tians in the region are vocal in their relief
that the days of outright suppression appear
past, Islamic Association leaders neatly
embody the ironies of religious life under
atheistic communism.

All imams must be approved by the Is-
lamic Association before being appointed
to mosques, each of which has a man-
agement committee to guard against “bad
influences™, officials say.

Religion and superstition are both of-
ficially taboo for members of China’s rul-
ing Communist Party, an injunction often
repeated by party ncwspapers but widely
ignored. “We in the party have to be one
with the masses,” he said. While cadres fret
at the expense, Hui farmers seem un-
concerned at the financial burden of re-
building their faith after the ravages of the
Cultural Revolution.

“Of course we want to build mosques,
it’s good to have a mosque in the village,”
said one farmer in Guyuan'’s Liguo village.

Although 80 percent of villagers could
not afford mud-walled houses to replace
their dusty caves, they had recently com-
bined to build a new mosque nearby, said
local official Ke Zhancang.

While most mosques rely on public do-
nations, Nanguan Mosque in the Ningxia
capital of Yinchuan is pioneering a differ-
ent approach.

“This way we don’t have to go to the
government or the faithful for money,” said
mosque director Bao Jinggui. “We rely on
ourselves.” Bao doubles as gencral manag-
er of Nanguan’s minibusiness empire, pre-
siding over a mixed bag of concerns that
include factories, restaurants and a meat
market. Much of the mosque‘s healthy

rofits are spent on charitable works, of-
icials say, but its success has also left Bao
wealthy enough to personally donate
10,000 yuan ($1,200) a year to help to re-
settle poor farmers. (R)
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Islamic _=mEEmm in 0=_=mmm omu:m_

BEILJING (IINA) - ﬂ_ﬂo are a number of Islamic institutes in this Q_Eomo capi-
tal where more than 200,000 Muslims live. The most famous of them is the Islamic
Sciences Institute which was built in 1955. It is equivalent to a university and ‘only
receives the students who have completed their secondary education. The four-story
institute has 60 students as it cannot receive more than this number due to the lack
of funds and scarcity of teachers. Its budget comes from the Chinese government.
The institute teaches Arabic language and Islamic thought in addition to the Chinese
language and other human subjects. The institute carries out various activities. It or-
ganizes Qur'an recitation contests, delivers religious lectures and ﬁm:_oﬁmﬁm in the
Islamic cultural activities around the world. LY 2o/s
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HEN Hsia-huai recently pub-
lished a new qwuw_ucon of the
Qur'an into Chinese nucnoa
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* 4’ introveried "character, He used free
n.Bn “and”” weekends 10 “complete a

..Hooooo nuwaﬁh_. _on.w translation, of -

the Qur'an, and see it through publica-
“tion "and ’ proofreading. The concrete

* manifesiation of his’ dedication’ finally *

wgnoﬁﬁﬁnwaﬁﬁumongwnﬁ it
“’is the second Chinese translation of the
-Qur’an published in Taiwan. -
", ,The beginning was in June OH Gmw
when he got a copy of an elegantly
..‘nuum_wﬁa <oa_on of the Qur’an and
" started on the great task of translating it.
~In his notebook, he wrote “Work hard,
.work hard, work _Ed.a Words to push
“himself forward. > ~ L
i WFHSBnSQEuoén Hoocwnma
$ ago, but the first Chinese language

Quran - translated from a Japanese
~.version only .%voﬁ& in Eo 25« Re- -

= ?&rﬂb era. *
ﬂu.um Jingzhai was the carliest Mus-

. Equ..un stud- |
““jed . Arabic [

_to learn Chi-

- that his inter-
pretation of the

.t._ B e et A !

:B to translate
the Qur’an into
Chinese. As a
young man
preparing to
become " an

while EmcmEm

nese, to insure

Qur’an was un- | ..
adulterated. -
After a trip
abroad, he’dis-
covered that PE
Chinese Mus- . °
lims had little understanding of their
own religion’s doctrines, and were in
dire need of an accurate Qur’an and oth-
er materials for interpreting it. He thus
spend more than 20 yearstranslating
three Chinese texts altogether. - .

In Taiwan, it is only in the last few
years that there have been vernacular

" Chinese translations available. Most of

these were done by Muslims in main-

o: of o:__._._..,i m: Al \#o

land China. Shen feels that ideally a
translation of the Qur’an should capture
the moving power and GEEE of En
Arabic.

Thus Shen decided 10 EES a mew
translation, as close as possible to the :
original and suited to the reading habits
of Chinese. He felt a great sense of mis- *

sion; Being a well educated Chinese
Muslim in a difficult time, he felt he had '
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to bring this treasure of
Muslim culture to the
‘broad mass of Chinese
“society, and he knew he

-

woaauoaomo
n—o fruits of r&oﬂ.

-moved,” he hopes to
“haye”” more  readers,
.ignu “their faith is.
....#&65 interested  in
the truth m_uo:E have a
look at this book, so that
_an have at least some
gnnaﬁunﬁm of Is-
MU .1, " If this brings peo-
Figiple to the faith, naturally

that is woon,cﬁuamono:mws satisfy
his rovﬂngmﬂiangn the Qur’an
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VMuslims rub shoulders with followers of other religions in mercantile Hong Kong

HONG KONG, Sept. 28 (Ru)
“ALLAH-ho-Akbar, a deep, rich voice
floats through the afternoon calling the
faithful to Friday prayer on Hong Kong's
bustling Nathan Road.

Amidst crowded walkways, neon-lit
tailor shops and pounding pile drivers
squats a large white mosque, testament
to the twists of history which brought Is-
lam all the way from Arabia to the South
China coast.

The owner of the voice is Ahmed
Cheung Wong Yee, known simply to his
followers as Imam Cheung.

The elderly, slightly stooped Chinese
scholar, his face 2 web of wrinkles, speaks
fluent Arabic and has spent his life as a
devout Muslim,

Muslim communities have existed in
China for more than 1,000 years, swelled
l;f Arab traders who plied their wares

ong the Silk Road connecting China to
the West. .

In Hong Kong the religion gained mo-
mentum when Indian and Pakistani sol-
diers of Muslim faith employed by the
British army settled in the territory. Their
numbers were boosted by Chinese ethnic
minorities known as “Hui",

Imam Cheunﬁ'l:as raised and trained

in the South China port of Guangzhou,
formally known as Canton. %

Now 82, he has trouble hearing but his
memory is clear and his eyes glint with a
sharp humour through round glasses.

Sipping hot, milky tea in the Islamic
centre in a quiet pocket of Hong Kong's
Causeway Bay, the imam is reflective
about his youth in Guangzhou in the
1930s.

His father and grandfather were both
imams before him and are now buried in
the Chinese city. &

As an 18-year-old, Cheung conducted
religious services at the police station on
Shamian . island in Guangzhou, then
staffed largely by Indians and Pakistanis.

*At the Canton police station, for cele-
brations, they would chip in and pay me
100 yuan, which for that time was a huge
amount,” Cheung says.

Imam Cheung’s very existence is the

result of events said to have taken place Pl

1,400 years ago when the Prophet Mu-
hammad (pbuh) sent three of his con-
temporaries to far-flung China with in-
structions to spread the word of Allah.

*Two of them died on the way, one ar-
rived and built three mosques, including
in Guangzhou,” Gheung said. :

There is still a mosque in Guangzhou,
said to date back to 627 AD.

“When  go to Guangzhou, I always live
facing the minaret,” Cheung said.

cloth to wrap the dead in and hardly
enough wooden planks to nail together
for a coffin. :

“There was a lot of suffering” he says.

At age 27, Imam Cheung was invi

) ted to
Hong Kong. It was arouﬁd 1942,“ dfm‘ng
the Japanese occupation of the territory in

World War Two. ;
Cheung soberly recalls the hardships of

ty.
About half are Chinese, the rest,
the time, when there was barely enough

sprinkling of South-east Asian,
eastern, Pakistani, Indian and African.

The Japanese treated Cheung well, he
said. . .| Cantonesc,
*I remember I held the Holy Qur'an in’ | breaking into
my hand and Japanese soldiers just | agai
waved me on and letme go,” he said.
The Japanese authorities also invited
Jeaders of different religious organisa-
tions in Hong Kong to discuss policy to-
wards religious minorities, Cheung said.

He begins his sermon in

trousers, loose tunics, and caps.

“We met at what was called the Glou-
cester Hotel, many organisations attend-
ed and the Japanese showed respect to
J| everyone,” Cheung remembers.

Today Hong Kong's Muslims number
around 50,000 by government estimates
o] and rub shoulders with the teritory’s
Christians, Buddhists and Hindus.
| But they are careful not to disturb their
: neig\bours. The call to prayer is restricted
3 to the area around the mosque.

- The government, too, is accommodat-
e Iz, | s s NG have allotted two abattoirs to

Friday prayers in Hong Kong: Cheung Kwong-yee (Maulvi Ahmed) takes part in a ey havese. ek

Frid yp = z. uamia';ng jslamic Center, the largest mosque in the territory, with slaughter meat in accordance with Is
riday praye: at ian 2 5 i Jamic law," Cheung said.

other Muslims. In Hong Kong the religion gained momentum when the Indian :

8 s Every Friday, Imam Cheung holds a-
sub-continent soldiers of Muslim faith emplgyed by the British army settled here. Today sewic? at thz mosque in Kowloon for

kah.

cupped together. Some

crossed lightly over their chests.
In time to Imam

ground.
A young Philippine

yeils. An old Chinese woman stares at

Hong Kong's Muslims number around 50,000 by government estimates. Hong Kong’s Muslims of varying ethnici- { mad (pbuh) was born.
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2 Cheung’s monan’
voice, they drop to their knees \ .
graceful fluidity, spread their fings 1m°
on the floor and bow their heads the

a

distracted
the local Chinese dialect,
Arabic every now and

gain.
Downstairs, tall men with high cheek-
bones mill around in billowing Pathan

The congregation finally settles down
on woven mats, cross-legged facing Mak-

In a separate, smaller section, women
stand like statues, their lips moving si-
lently, eyes raised heavenwards, palms
X are repeating

verses from the Holy Qur'an, their hands

M-uslitﬁ woman -
cradles her baby. Indian women tug tht;lr

e
wall beyond which, thousands of miles
away, 14 centuries ago, Prophet Muham- .
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