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,“_NA'f RELIGION

“It is the peasants who made the idols, and when the time

comes they will cast the idols aside with their own hands;
there is no need for anyone else to do it for them prema-
turely.”—Mao Tse-tung :

Donald E. Maclinnis’ Religious Policy and Practice in Com-
munist China brings together in one volume all the significant
documentary materials on religion that have appeared in
mainland China since 1949. The author quotes in part or in
full from 117 source documents, most of them translations
from Chinese articles that originally appeared in the official
secular or religious press. His introductions to each of the
three main parts, the nineteen sections and many of the doc-
uments, explain and analyze the official views and actual
practice of religious policy in the broad context of the devel-
oping history of the People's Republic of China during its
P first twenty years.
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