RESEARCH STUDIES ON MUSLIM MINORITIES

A PROPOSAL

BY

DR. ZUBAIR AHMAD

Center for Academic Research and the Revival

.on Islamic Heritage, Faculty of Sharia and
Islamic Studies, King Abdulaziz University,
Mecca Al-Mokarrama.

SAFAR 1397



CONTENTS

g L, ik T T S —

INTRODUCTION: RATIONALE FOR RESEARCH STUDIES v veverenne

LEVELS OF NEEDED RESEARCH: A CLASSIFICATORY SCHEME ... .......... e .. 6
1. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL v veeveemeeee e e e et e 6
2. GENERAL v vveemmeeeeeaa, e e e e 10
3. GEOGRAPHICAL ....... e e et e e e cee. 17
ACCESS TO THE SOURCES OF DATA & v vvvvvseensnnnnne e i 19

RESEARCH STUDIES IN THE INITIAL STAGE: SOME SUGGESTED TOPICS ......000... 20

CORTLUSTON «.uss s cun cos ia B kEg edn pE C e teeeeeneneesaane cecessennaness 24



INTRODUGTTON: RATTONALE FOR RESEARCH STUDLES

The total Muslim population of the world today, according to many figures,
is over 900 millions. Over 300 million Muslims, i.e. 407 of the total
population, lives as minorities under non-Muslim regimes. Their honorable
survival and indentity as Muslims are under constant threats. Varing in
nature and intensity from country to country, they are subjected to pres-
sures and sufferings. They are denied the kinds of facilities necessary
to their growth and development. Quite often, there are encroachments on
their freedoms -- religious, political, economic and others. Muslim mino-
rity in India represents a striking example of this observation. In the
short span of their history since 1947, they have been tortured in every
possible way. As the tempo of Hindu militancy unfolds itself, as it has
done frequently in the past, the life of a Muslim becomes terribly miser-
able. He spends sleepless nights and fearful days. le feels equally
threatened and virtually victimized in other ways -- religiously, economi-
cally, politically etc. However, Muslims in India are not the only excep-
tions. The sufferings of the Muslims in the Philippines, Yugoslavia, Burma,
Cambodia, Cyprus, Soviet Union, Communist China and &thiopia are some
additional examples that the recent history of the world'politics has wit-
nessed. Furthermore, the continued economic distresses of the Muslims in
various other parts of the globe have invoked the interests of Christian

| oneliviabs .

Missionaries, Communist Zealots and the imperialist aetiwities. The
former two have essentially directed ideological onslaught, the latter
fundamentally politicallébnversion of many Muslims into Christianity in

random parts of Africa, South and South East Asia lend support to the

observation that the Missionaries have attained substantial success in



taking the "Message of Gospel" to the starving Muslims. Likewilse, the
rise and growth of Communist leaningpamong Muslims in Kerala and other
parts of mneighbouring South Asla testify the success of Communist ideolo-
gical penetration. Moreover, the situations of the Muslims in the "Iron
) | - !_!Qﬁ{_- ,,’{'.._'ifhf |
Curtain’ countries is, in some cases, in-explicable. They are subjected
to ideological indoctrination and gultural assimilation. No wonder)they
are rarely represented at the annual Hajj. Finally, the events unfolded
in the recent past among the economically deteriorated Muslim habitations
demonstrate, with calrity, the treacherous designs of the imperialist
powers against Muslims. Ethiopia and Ehilippines may be mentioned as
passing instances of such facts. All these, and many more, represented

situations of alarm and call for awakening for the Muslims living in the

Muslim world.

Until today, however, the response of the latter towards the former was
marked with potential impotency and marked indifference. It is indeed
too regrettable. This promptswﬁk-question: Why the Muslims-in~-the Muslim
world have shown indifference to the sad conditions of their brothers
living in the non-Muslim world? A careful examination into the factors

accountable will reveal one factor as the outstanding determinant.

Precisely, it may be stated as this : There has been absence and/or lack

of needed awareness among the former towards the on-going situations of

the latter.

This absence and/or lack of awareness is multi-dimensional. In the
first place, there is an engrmous amount of ipcomprehension on the essen-
tial components of their existence. In the second instance, there is

very little information on the in-depth understanding of the problems and



challenges of the Muslim minorities. Finally, there is a continuing negli-
gence on the understanding of the problems of the Muslims who are the victims
of exploitations either by the missionaries or Communists or other interested

elements. Taken as a whole, and varing from one situation to anotheg,many

questions may be posed: What are the highlights of the general conditions of
the Muslim minorities? 1In what countries are they most subjected tc tortures
and pressures of all kinds? What is their on-going conditions, viewed from

all perspectives -- political, economic, religious and social etc.? What

kinds of assistance they need?

Underlgying such general questions, there are some specific questions: 1If
the situation of certain specific Muslim minority is deplorable, what factors
account for that? If their religious fervidness has diminished in momentum,
what may be stated as contributing causes? Do they need education and proper
training on the principles and teachings of Islam? 1If so, in what countries
and by what methods, it would be desirable to assist them? Similarly, if
they need visits of their brethern from theMuslim world, how the prograﬁ

Iof such visits can effectively be organized? Qualitat{?ly and duantatively,
what the Muslim world, in general, and certain countries, in specific, can
6ffer their services towards ameliorating their worsening conditions? If
théy need assistance, on official levels, what theMuslim.goverﬁment can do
for them to build a more harmonious pattern of their interaction with their

Co- Qtaﬁn -em&f

co-hatuatant non-Muslims? What are the vulnerable Muslim minorities to Commu-
nist ideological penetration and Missionaries’designs? How the'most'resource-.'

ful nations in the Muslim world and other thdughtful elements can assist them?

These are some questions, tentatively suggested, as illustrations. Search
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for their answers, and answers of many other questions of ideedegieal orienta-
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tion, will remove the gap that exists today. It is failr to state that, as
of yet, even the intellectual circles in the Muslim World lack maturity in
their understanding on the problems and distresses of Muslim minorities.

This is despite the fact that arekliving in an era of communicational

sophistication unprecedented in history.

f,

The preceding passages lead to reorient our attention on a suﬁject of

central importance: There is dire need of collecting information, through

exploratory research., on Muslim minorities and subsequently of its dissemdi-

nation among Muslims, living—in—the Muslim world.

The importance of this need will reflect its more vividness, and hence receive
more momentum, if viewed in the light of pertinent Islamic injunctions. The
Holy Quran , in two of its sacred verses, 1s very explicit on the subject:*1

(Indeed, the Believers are

but a single Brotherhood; so make peace and reconciliation between your

% .
two (contending) brothers).2 The second verse reads:
*3 ( The Believers, men and women, are protectors,
* .
one of another).4 The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) saw the entire Muslims

united together like the bricks of a cemented wall. He observed in emphatic
*
tone ?

(Indeed, a Believer towards the other Believer is like a wall that cements

each other). He also examplified the entire Muslim Ummah with the human

body. As the diverse organs in human constitution are united together, the

Sura, Al-Hajrat, 49:10 .

. Yusuf Ali, English Translation of the Holy Quran, Vol.II P.1405
Sura, Al-Tawba, 9:71

. Yusuf Ali, Op. cit. Vol. 1 P. 461
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» Al-Bukhari, " Kitab Mozalim"

» Part 2 Hadith, s




same are the scattered elements of the Muslim Ummah bound in one integrated

mechanism. As the pain in one component of human body is felt by the entire

human structure, the same is the reaction of the Muslim Ummah towards each

other. A clamity to any Muslim community in any part of the world, in the

Prophets' eyes, hits the entire Muslim populace. In very beautiful words,

He elaborated:

(&ou will notice the Believers in showing kindness, affection, and love
to each other like the human body. As one of its part pains, the rest

*
of the body is overtaken with awake and fever).l

No wonder, the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) had to state:

(None, among you, can attain the perfection of Faith until he cherishes

*
for his brother what he cherishes for himself).z

Obviously, if the Muslims living in the Muslim world cherish prosperity,
freedom of religion, security of life and dignity in society, it is incum-
bent upon them to wish the same values for their brethern living in distress

situations. This necessitates, therefore, a matured understanding on the

conditions of Muslim minorities.

The need to investigate the affairs of Muslim minorities gives rise to anothér
need of eqﬁal importance; the establishment of a Research Center oriented

for this purpose. On this point, too, there has been marked indifference.

Not a single academic institution, out of hundreds and thousands, operating

*1 1Ibid, "Kitab Al-Adal" Part 8, Hadith 27.
*2 Ibid, "Kitab Al-Emam, Part 1, Hadith 7.



in the Muslim world has given serious éonsideration to this problem, It
is for the first time, and even that with initial moves, King Abdulaziz
University at Mecca Al-Mukarrama has made a positive response. With the
establishment of a Center for Academic Research and the Revival on Islamic
Heritage at the Faculty of Shariaf.kthe University has made the start just
few months ago. It has embarked on the task of systematic, scientific,

and academically oriented research on Muslim minorities' affairs. We

earnestly supplicate to Allah Almighty to guide our steps, without check

or hindrance.

"LEVELS OF NEEDED RESEARCH: A CLASSIFICATORY SCHEME

Cognizant of the fact that the existing literature on Muslim minorities’
1)12} A f:ﬂp?**‘% .f '

affaEis are both scarify and incomplete, how best we can systematize the
future research plans? The present writer suggests a three-fold classi-
ficatory scheme. It is hoped that this scheme will serve as a useful
guiding fraﬁework for the future researchers. To put in simple words,
the scheme conceives the direction of future research on three levels;
(1) bibliographical;

(i1) general; and

(1ii) geographical.

1. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL

As of now, the sources of data and other published materials on Muslim
minorities are scattered. In view of the established significance for

continuing research on the subject, it is both useful and essential, on

%



priority items, the preparation of bibliographical works. On this score,
the present writer agrees with Dr. Asad Hussain. In expressing his views
on the 'SHORT TERM PLAN' for research on Muslim minorities, the latter has
observed. "This is essential as no research work is possible unless a

g

comprehensive bibliography is ready as early as possible'.

Research on bibliographical works, it is further the considered opinion of

this writer, @ught to be under two categories: (a) General Bibliography

and (b) Classified, Annotated Bibliography.

A. GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY:

The prospective work on 'General Bibliography' must, from the very
outset, observe the rules of bibliography—writingt%%blished materials
must be arranged in an alphabetical order. As a whole, and in our stage

of incipience, the sources of data should concentrate heavily on the follow-
ing:

i)  Books;
ii) Dissertations & Thesis;
iid) Periodical Literature; and

iv) @ Newspaper Reports.

- The bibliographical information must concern, as far as possible, all
the countries in the non—Muslim.worid. Their names should be inserted
-1in elphabetical order. It is eettainly possible that exhaustive information
on some countries may be either inaccessible or ineomplete. Nevertheless,
. tﬁier incorporation, to the extent of availability, 1s useful; The work ..

on the task should be prepared, again to agree with Dr. Hussain " in book

* Asad Hussain, Institute of Muslim Minorities Affairs (Jeddah, King
Abdulaziz University, 1975) Appendix ....A P.l






