SA]BJ&]ES

OFF TWO EASTS

(@0 /o ) vl @%’M? of
MUSLIMS IN EASTERN EUROPE

ATAULLAH BOGDAN KOPANSKI

INSTITUTE OF POLICY STUDIES



Copyright © 1995
Institute of Policy Studics Islamabad

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or

transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechan-
ical, including photocopying, recording or by any information
storage and retrieval system, without 51:: written permission of
the Publisher, except where permitted by low.

Script Editor: Zahed A. Valie

ISBN 969-448-031-0

Published by Institute of Policy Studies

Nasr Chambers, Block 19, Markaz F-7,
Islamabad, Pakistan
Phone: 818230-814711 Fax: (051) 824704

Distributor Book Promotors (Pvt) Ltd

Markaz F-7, Islamabad, Pakistan
Tel: 823094

Printer Shirkat Press, Lahore

Price




A CKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I wish to offer thanks to:

Dr Zafar Ishaq Ansari, Director-General, Islamic Research
Institute, Islamabad, who suggested I write this book on
Islam in the Eastern Europe.

Prof Khurshid Ahmad, Chairman, Institute of Policy
Studies, Islamabad, for being helpful in publishing it.

Dr Sclim Mirza Chazbijewicz and Dr Ali Miskiewicz of
Poland, Mr Adas Jakubauskas of Lithuania and Mr Ibrahim
Konopacki of Belarus, for providing information about every-
day life of Muslims in Tataristan, Crimea, Lithuania, Belarus
and Poland.

Mr Richard Landwher, Editor, Siegrunes, USA, for unique
historical documents and rcferences (o the World War IL.

Muslim survivors and victims of Stalin’s genocide policy in
Ingush-Chechenia, for their living memory about Communist
war crimes.

Mr Muhammad Salch Al-Darhani of Yemen, Mr Ali al
Raoosh of Palestine and other Islamic activists of tpc _Mushm
Students’ Union in Poland, for their help and hospitality.

Mr Miroslav Butyter from Westem Ukraine, for his stories
about the ethnic conflicts in the pre-war Poland.

Miss Jadwiga Chmiclcwska, pro-Muslim activist of the



viii THE SABRES OF TwO EASTS

Polish Ncw Right, for her firsthand information about anti-
Islamic terror in Caucasia.

Mr Hodjy Umar Farooq Korkmaz, Merdan Gunes and Halit
Gunar, the Muslim workers in Istanbul, for their help in in-
vestigation of the censored history of modemn Turkey.

Mrs Hadija Boskailo of Mostar, Herzegovina, and Mr
Abdullah Smajic of Sarajevo, Bosnia, for books on Muslim
Slavs.

My wife Mariam bint Abdur Rahman, who relieved me of
worries about domestic affairs.

Miss Ielhaam Issac from Cape Town, South Africa, for her
fast correction of my manuscript.

My dear children, Halid, Tareq and Summaya for being
quiet at home.

I am also grateful to various Muslim and non-Muslim
friends for their assistance and remarks, in particular to my
colleagues from Da’wah Academy, Islamabad, and Texas,
USA. Above all, I am indebted to many historians from the
Eastern Europe upon whose work I have drawn, directly and
indirectly, and whose examinations of the past inspired my
own revisionist inquiry of histo.y.




CONTENTS

Preface xi
Foreword XV
Introduction xix
WHITE KHANS AND GRAND DUKES 1
The settlement of Muslim Turco-Tatars in the

medieval states of Poland and Lithuania 1
The Muslim missions among the Slavs and the

first Muslim converts in Poland and Ukraine 7

Disintegration of the Islamic states in Kipchak and
the racial background of Muslims in Eastern Europe 21

Persecution of Muslims in the Kingdom of Poland and Lithuania 44
Political anarchy and the partition of the

Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 48
THE SADDLE AND THE YOKE 53
Cultural decadence in the Osmanli caliphate

and the Islamisation of Polish revolutionaries 53

Everyday life of Muslims, Jews and Christians
in Eastern Europe under the Russian yoke 63

Turco-Tatar jadids’ and the fallacy of Muslim modernism in Russia 72
The failure of Muslim reformism during Judeo-Christian imperialism 83

THE CROSS OVER THE CRESCENT 115
Last days of Osmanli caliphate and the aftermath 115
Participation of Polish and Lithuanian Muslims in

movements of national liberation during WW1I 120
THE CRADLE AND THE GRAVE 129
BETWEEN THE CROSS AND THE STAR OF DAVID 143
Fthnic conflicts in Poland: 1918-39 143
Muslim revivalism and Jewish Zionism 149
Jewish terrorism in Poland and Palestine 161
CRESCENT AND SWASTIKA 197

September 1939 War and German victory over Poland 197



Soviet invasion of Lithuania, Belarus and Eastern

Poland; Red Terror in occupied Eastern Europe 204
German invasion of the Soviet Union and the

Zionist propaganda against Nazists 215
Muslim and Slavic allies of the Third Reich 229

The Soviet crimes against humanity and the Red concentration camps 242
Everyday life of Jews and Christians in German-occupied Poland 272
In shade of Yalta: Anglo-Russo-American

crusade against Hitler's new world order 285
RED STAR OVER THE MIDDLE WEST 303
Exodus of Muslims and ethnic cleansing in

Poland, Prussia and Ukraine: 1945-48 303

Judeo-Sualinists, Judeo-dissidents and Polish society during Cold War 310
Polish road to freedom and the end of Communist tyranny: 1980-90 318

THE GREENING OF EAST: BEYOND EPILOGUE 357

APPENDICES 371
Khans of the Golden Horde: The Blue Horde of Western Kipchak 373

Khans of the Golden Horde: The White Horde of Western Kipchak 374

The Rulers of Poland, Lithuania - 375
National, Ethnic Background of the Soviet Leadership 378
Historical Locations Found from 1410 to 1939 380
Existing and Destroyed Mosques: An Inventory 381
A Chronology of Important Events 383
The Gazetteer 386
Historical Demography of Muslim Population 389
Muslim Cultural Losses in Poland: An Inventory 390
Islamic Revivalism in Eastern Europe 391
Slavonisation (Polonisation) of the Islamic Names and Terms 393
Maps of Eastern Europe: 13th-20th centuries 394
Muslim Population of Eastern Europe 398
Status of Muslims in Eastern Europe 400
Religions, Races and Languages of Eastern Europe 401
Glossary _ 403
Bibliography 405

Index : 419



ost of treatments about
MMusllms in Europe trace

Muslim presence to post-
World War II situations in which
migration from one continent to
the other became more visible
and frequent. However, Muslims —
even when lived for over five cen-
turies, as in Poland, Lithuania,
Bosnia, Croatia, Albania and other
European countries — have been
somehow treated like aliens and
even called ‘Turks’ or ‘Arabs.
Such inhibitions hinder proper
understanding and acceptance of
people who may have different
culture, religion, or language.

To some, it may sound ridiculous
to call a people who have lived
for over five centuries aliens. But
it becomes more serious when
Islam and Bosnians are used inter-
changeably as if Islam is an ethnic
religion (like the Jewish claim).
These misconceptions about Islam
and the Muslims, including the
myth that Islam was spread with
the force of sword, need to be
corrected as early as possible.

Dr Ataullah-Bogdan Kopanski, as
an outstanding historian has taken
up the challenge to go to original
sources not only in written
records, documents, chronicles
but also to oral history and search
for the roots of the Muslims in
Poland and Lithuania. This is an
original and pioneering research
in this area. It will help in putting
the issue of Muslim presence in
Europe in proper pers.pective and
dispel many misgivings about
Islam and the Muslims. The book
provides a serious reading and
covers a history of over five cen-
turies in a precise manner.
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