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Preface

his book is an attempt to introduce Séyyid Qutb and his

voluminous work of fafsir, Fi Zilal al-Qur’'an to the English
audience. It evolves out of my Ph.D thesis presented to
University of Ilorin, Nigeria in 1997 under the theme “A study
of Sayyid Qutb’s Approach to Tafsir al-Qur’an”.

My conviction that students of sciences of the Qur’an and
sincere seekers of the true message of the Qur’an will find the
book handy and useful, motivated me to publish it. It is my
hope that this will make it accessible to a wider readership.

The book captures Sayyid Qutb’s rich intellectual and
spiritual background, his effort in his tafsir of the Qur’an as
well as the way he expounds various theological, social,
economic and political issues contained in the holy book,
using authoritative sources and drawing inferences from the
contemporary experience, to take the Qur’anic message to
those who care to read the tafsir.

Thanks are due to my teachers at the University of Ilorin,
especially the supervisor of my first degree and doctoral theses
Professor Yasar AbdulQuadri, Professor R. D. Abubakre, vice
chancellor, Al-Hikma University, Ilorin, Nigeria, Professor
Is-hag O. Oloyede, Vice Chancellor University of Ilorin,
Professor A.A. Gwandu, former vice chancellor, Usmanu

vii



viil SAYYID QUTB: A STUDY OF HIS TAFSIR

Danfodio University, Sokoto as well

as Dr Hashir AbdulSalam
Head of Department of Re :

ligions in the same University,

Dr Hamzat Ishola  AbdulRaheem of Kaduna Stae
University, Professor Tijjani El-Miskin, Director General of the
Arabic village, I Nigeria, and Dr Saleh Okenwa of the Nationa]
Hajj Commission of Nigeria showed more than passing
interests in the manuscript of this book, as they painstakingly
read through and made correction and provided useful
information all of which positively shaped the book.

[ also appreciate the contributions of Awwal al-Salihin,
Alhaji Abdulsalam Ayinla Ayilara, my elder brother, Mallam
Isa Ahmad, Deputy Provost, Kwara State College of Arabic
and Islamic Legal Studies Ilorin, AbdulHameed Badmas Yusuf
of the International Islamic University Malaysia as well as my
able secretary Kolapo Abdulkadir together with my nephew
Kamaldeen Bello, who handled the re-arrangement of the
manuscript from the beginning to the end.

Lastly, profound gratitude goes to Almighty Allah without
Whose favour nothing righteous could be accomplished.
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Badmas L. Yusuf Ph.D
Abuja,
Nigeria




On August 29, 1966, Sayvid Quib was sent to the
gallows by the Nasser regime of Egypt. The specitic

charge against him was based on his now-celebrated
book, Maalim i al-Tarig (Milestones). which
denounces the existing order in Muslim societies.
Sayyid Qutb’s other works have been translated
into virtually every language that Muslims read,
and remain hugely influential. But it was Fi
Zilal al-Quran (In the Shade of the Qurian), the
multi-volume tafsir of the Qur'an which he wrote
during his long confinements in prison, to which
he owes ilj_s. tame. Indeed, more than half-a-century
after his death, the name Sayyid Qutb has become
_synonymous with Fi Zilal al-Qui‘an!

The present work seeks)sb-’imrotlgcc both Sayyid

Qu;b and his magnum opus, capturing his intellectual
and spiritual lnchl ound, and his methodology of
:-Q;e\:plammg various theologlcnl social, economic and
pohuml lssues i, the Quran. :
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