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PREFACE

Often the best book to write is the one you have long sought and never found.
This is one such. We have for 20 years lamented the absence of a comprehensive
history of the Silk Road—one that ties together the threads of Asian history that link
the Mediterranean and China—and have for most of that time been determined
ultimately to write one. Our determination has taken a long time to bear fruit.
Perhaps this has become a better book for its long period of gestation.

Throughout THE SILK ROAD we have used a great many quotations and
excerpts; most of those from the Chinese are drawn from pre-Pinyin translations.
Since the book is aimed primarily at a general readership, we have chosen to retain the
older style of representing Chinese names, on the theory that a general audience may
be unnecessarily confused by the juxtaposition of Pinyin and pre-Pinyin names, and
quite put off by the technique of using both, with one in brackets, every time aname is
used. In addition, for people and places throughout Eurasia, we have used the form of
name that seemed most likely to be familiar to a general English-speaking readership.

We thank the following for allowing us to quote from their copyrighted
works:

Excerpts on pp. vi and 7 are from Rome on the Euphrates, by Freya Stark,
published by John Murray (Publishers) Ltd., London.

Excerpts on pp. 8-9 and 50 are from “Caravan Routes of Inner Asia,” by
Owen Lattimore, published by the Royal Geographical Society in its Geographical
Journal, Volume 72, December 1928.

Excerpts on pp. 53, 89 (bottom), 146 (bottom) to 147, 160 (top), 169 (bottom)
to 170 (top), and 205 are from The Rise and Splendour of the Chinese Empire, by René
Grousset, translated from the French by Anthony Watson-Gaudy and Terence
Gordon, published by the University of California Press.

Excerpts on pp. 34-36 are from “Travels of the Emperor Mu,” by Chéng Té-
K’un, published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, North China Branch, in 1933
and 1934.
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Excerpts on pp. 31 and 233-234 are from The Mongol Mission, edited by
Christopher Dawson, published by Sheed and Ward in 1955, by permission of
Eastview Editions of Westfield, New Jersey.

Excerpts on pp. 170 (bottom) to 172, 174-175, 181, and 186-187 are from In the
Footsteps of Buddha, by René Grousset, translated from the French by J.A. Under-
wood, by permission of Librairie Plon, Paris.

Excerpt on p. 49 is from Memories and Adventures, by Arthur Conan Doyle,
published by Little, Brown in 1924,

Excerpt on p. 56-57 is from The Heartland, by Stuart Legg, published in the
United States by Farrar, Straus & Giroux and in Britain by Secker and Warburg.

The excerpt on p. 80 is from The Traditional Trade of Asia, by C.G.F. Simkin,
published by the Oxford University Press in 1968.

Excerpts on pp. 40-41 (top) are from Foreign Trade in the Old Babylonian Period,
by W.F. Leemans, published by E.]J. Brill of Leiden in 1960.

Excerpts on p. 91 are from “The Heavenly Horses of Ferghana: A New View,”
by Arthur Waley, published in History Today, May 1955.

Excerpts on pp. 185, 196-197, and 207 are from The Golden Peaches of
Samarkand, by Edward H. Schafer, published in 1963 by the University of California
Press.

Excerpts on pp. 256-258 are from Medieval Trade in the Mediterranean World,
translated and edited by Robert S. Lopez and Irving W. Raymond, and published by
W.W. Norton as part of the Records of Civilization series.

The excerpt on p. 279 is from “Explorations in the Gobi Desert,” by Roy
C;hapman Andrews, published in the National Geographic Magazine, Volume 63, June
1933.

Our warmest appreciation goes to the Chappaqua Library and the Westchester
Library System, whose people have been so helpful throughout the entire preparation
of the work. Thanks to the ever-ready assistance of library director Mark Hasskarl,
and his predecessor, Doris Lowenfels; to the library’s superb reference staff, including
Mary Platt, Paula Peyraud, Helen Barolini, Terry Cullen, and, formerly, Linda
Goldstein and Karen Baker; and to Jane McKean and to Marcia Van Fleet and her
circulation staff, who handled the steady stream of books from all over the Northeast.
Our thanks also to the many people—to us nameless—who staff the Interlibrary Loan
system; without their help, independent scholars like ourselves would quail at
attempting a history such as this.

Our thanks, too, for the fine work of Mary Racette, who helped with
bibliographic research and typed early portions, and to Mary Bunch, who typed the
ba!ance of the work on her computer; to our publisher, Edward Knappman, our
editor, Kate Kelly, and her assistant, Claire Johnston, who have been most encourag-
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ing during the whole course of the book’s writing; to book designer Ed Smith, cover
designer Duane Stapp, and cartographer Dale Adams, for their unique contributions
to the look of the book; and finally to Gene Hawes, Jacques Sartisky, and Ruth Siegel,
who gave us very special support and listened to all our Silk Road stories along the
way. Few writers have been as fortunate in their friends and professional colleagues as
we have been in this work.

Irene M. Franck
David M. Brownstone
Chappaqua, New York
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“Great Princes, Emperors and Kings, Dukes and Marquises, Counts,
Knights and Burgesses! and People of all degrees who desire to get
knowledge of the various races of mankind and of the diversities of the
sundry regions of the World, take this Book and cause it to be read
to you. For ye shall find therein all kinds of wonderful things, and the
divers histories of the Great Armenia, and of Persia and of the Land of
the Tartars, and of India, and of many another country.”

THE BOOK OF MARCO !’OLO

The route taken by Marco Polo on this epic journey has become {gnown to history
as the Silk Road and for centuries it has captured the attention of, poets scholars,
travellers, adventurers, merchants, and historians.

The Silk Road is the first comprehensive popular history of thls wtal cultural
causeway, a text which tells of the centuries of travel along apath that, in its
glory, linked the ancient capitals of China with the thriving ,seaports of the
Mediterranean. {

Much more than this The Silk Road is also the dramatic ony of its travellérs—
the Chinese and Huns, Arabs and Europeans—who have  traversed it, traded

on it, raided and conquered it down through the ages.

"Altogether a rich and colourful story, absorbingly de.scnbed in this

- impressive hfstogf
THE GOOD BOOK_GUI_DEG_ 5




