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“».  Ethnic Identification in China* -

| Hsiao-tung Fei

How many nationalities are there in China? | | |
When Dr. Sun Yat-sen founded the Republic of China in 1912, he defmed
1t as a “Republic of Five Nationalities,” meaning the Hans, the Manchus, the

Mongolians, the Huis and the Tibetans. While extending nominal recognition
to several ethnic names, the Chiang Kai-shek government asserted that all mi-

norities were but offshoots of the Hans. Ethnologists thought otherwme, but no

comprehensive ethnic 1dent1f1c_auon was possible under the circumstances.

The People’s Republic of China, inaugurated in 1949, committed itself to

ethnic equality as a basic tenet. But the principle would have been meaning-
less without proper recognition of existing nationalities. For how could a Peo-
ple’s Congress allocate its seats to deputies from different nationalities without
knowing what nationalities there were? And how could the nation effect re-
gional autonomy for the nationalities without a clear idea of their geographical
distribution? -
Immediately after the founding of the People’s Republic many minority
groups, long oppressed by Han chauvinism under the Kuomintang regime.

openly announced their identities and proposed names for themselves. By 1953
over 400 names had been registered with the government authorities.

But were there really so many nationalities in China? A preliminary ex-
amination revealed that some were different names of a single nationality:
others were the names of sub-divisions; still others applied to different locali-
ties inhabited by members of the same nationality, and some were meml\:
variations of translations in the Han language.

Beginning in 1953, extensive field work was carried out to ascertain_lhe-

claims. By early 1957, 11 independent ethnic groups had been officially de-
fined through exhaustive investigation and study as well as consultation with

the leaders and masses of each group. To date the State Council (the Central_-

* The present article {s based on a speech delivered by the author at a meeting of the -
Nationalities Section of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference on Septem-
ber 1, 1878. He wishes to thank membergs of the Central Institute of Nmimalitle:: and- ..
the Institute of Nationality Studies of the Chmesn Academy of Social Smences Ior the -

advice and materiasl they gave him in the preparatwn of the speech.
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The task of. ethmc 1dent1f1c&t10n remains. unfulﬁlled as will - be -—shm' '.1__
later in thls artlcle But the plcture is much clearer today than at any- u,mn. gL

i—'.*‘

I. - The Ethnic Situation in China - . DEIRBI. T 4t

Some Western scholars regard the Chinese as a homogeneous nation. Even -
“in China, people used to say that there were no essential differences among
the country’s various nationalities in language, custom or ancestry. Actually,

the ethnic situation in China is extremely complicated.

When Chinese ethnologists embarked on a large-scale identification of the -

-' country’s nationalities in the early 19503, they were confronted with the follow-
ing circumstances:

——-.::ome minorities had dlsperﬂed over hlstory, mlgrated in- all leECthDa,ﬁ*l'ff"."fl"_f b
" come into contact with the Hans and been- deeply mﬂuencegi by . Han

o e e i i e T 0 el Mt 5 e T et Do T alert Al e BT A Bl e e Al P s et i e e M S R
1 # ol : L . =5=. ® I
" % . ; i
o ¥ k: o i . @ - . i . X
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— Someé Hans had migrated to minority areas and their descendants had
retained Han characteristics. Unaware of their origin, however, the lat-
ter registered themselves under a name given them by other residents
in their locality. Examples were the Zheyuans of Yunnan Province and
the Dans of Guangdong Province.

— Different groups of Hans had migrated to the same minority area at
" different times, and the earlier groups, long cut off from the rest of the
Hans, had developed differences in language and custom from the more
recent arrivals and were even discriminated against by the late comers.
Thus the descendants of the earlier groups requested recognition as sep-
~arate minorities. Examples were the Chuangings of Guizhou Province
and the Liuchias of Guangxi Province. , _
— In the days of national oppression, the upper strata of certain minori-
ties were used by reactionary Han rulers to dominate other minorities.
Seeing no difference between their oppressors and the Hans, after lib-
eration the dominated groups refused to recognize the oppressor groups .
as minorities. '1This was the case with _1th'e* Tujias m w,e_stgrg‘ Hunan
Promnce ; ALy, ~ e S e

FT}WIC IDEI'\TIFICATIO*J - | o N
People S Government) has confn 'med and announced lhe natzonahty -status of ab i
'uthmc groups mcludmg uch Iong-acknawledged ones as the Mongollaan mc % r-fff

culture.  These gr oups had changed their language, lost. many of? ?he1r"'i-i,.,f;";?-__f;f’-5:*;}t.§"I""_-._‘
natmnal characteristics and become economwallv mseparable from _lf‘u "
Hans. But they: still were discriminatéd: agamst lived i in t,hmrnou n mevl R
‘ f"". L i
munities and mm1dered themselves d1stmqt mmorlues An 0% mr - '_f_lfl'_'i..'f_-.j‘_:f;:'.3_?}«_“-' S
the She natlonallty m Fu Jlan Zhellang and @ther promnceq “
> et 8 R, A A T O
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‘ {;% ; +“ e _f:;-k_:i_; :'f:f:f.il(;:l_.‘.-\h SCIENCES IN CHINA
SOk nes, Rl Yo7 st roim S St e T A - e *
‘ | . -~ — Sections of si_ngle-naiiuhalitieq“had broken off and migrated to differenl‘ '-
S50 - parts of the'country. Although the breakaway groups had retained basi-
*‘ . -' cally the same lanﬂuage customs and historical legends as the parent
"“ natmnalmes, they had acqun ed dlfferent names in their respective lo--
::"'-:‘ cahtles unde1 ‘which thev registered after liberation. Examples were

:h the Buzhuangs in Guangxi Province and Bushas and Bunongs in Yun-

_ nan Provin ce. '

., — Sections of mdnudual nationalitics, d1slr1buted in a number of arecas,
"“ ‘had adopted the culture and life style of neighboring peoples. But they
AR continued to speak their original languages and were known by the same
names. An example was the “Xifans” in Sichuan and Yunnan provinces.

— Sections of nationalities which were scattered over wide areas had
formed many disconnected communities, whose language and culture
- showed both similarities and considerable differences. The dispersed

S groups with the same ethnic origin had all along been known by the
4 “same name among other peoples and considered themselves one nation-
i“ ality. One example was the Miaos.
ra-_ - — In cases like that of the Daurs of northeast China, opinions differed
within a nationality as to whether it was an independent ethnic group
'*'h_u or part of another group.
7— These complex circumstances were manifestations of certain characteristics
of China’s ethnic mosaic, which may be outlined as follows:
' First, China’s ethnic situation has gone through a long history of intricate
? - changes.
E : Leaving aside the early beginnings of Chinese history, China’s nationali-
v ties have experienced complicated processes of growth and decline, settlement g
fdﬂ and 'migration, integration and disintegration ever since a unified multi-national E
E - state was founded under the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty in 221 B.C. é
E.. Modern China’s older generation has witnessed the enormous changes that “
‘" have taken place among the Manchus just in this century. Tablets in the Palace ;
E .. Museum and the Summer Palace in Beijing bear inscriptions in the Manchu u
language which few Manchus can decipher today. But despite the fact that ;
. “most Manchus can no longer read or write their language and have lost many q'
; _ other cultural traits, the overwhelming majority sioutly insist upon calling
-‘ themselves Manchus The number of people. 'whe"registered as Manchus In ‘:
, '_ the early years after hbetallon totalled ,400,000, dozens of times theu pepula-—_'- %
tlon in -the I'Ith century w hen they came to nerth (“hma from the northeast. 2
! -* And 1f we turn back the pages of hIStGT y, any once- flouuslung nal:oml ;‘"
i po tles suah as the’ Huns and the Khltanu, have- vamqhed $0 Lomplntely that thenf :,
i & 1, deseendants are h:‘irdly traceable. The tangled emgms of China's ethme g1 oups:f.
e R have left a legacy of research problems, PR, 3 ;E
o el _;_-_ ol 4
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Second Chma has a mut1phc1ty of natlonahtles spread over a vast terh-::;-’;;_:

5 .fi- o - ""'-..r

) [Ory ; _ ; P L. o "".,_-' .*"- : : ; . i | _ ..;_. _ +,1|__:_:_‘ _:-- -
N Contacts between China’s natlonahttes led to thelr mtermmglmg, and they
spread over countless mountains and rwer valle}s m a kale1doscoplc assortment;j.?‘f-i;

.of large and small communities. -+ < %,

The vast grasslands of Mongolia and Xinj JJ.ang extending westward to cen= | oo

tral Asia have always been roamed by equestrian peoples. From the eastern

reaches of these grasslands came nauonahtles whose descendants are stﬂl‘

found in Eastern Europe.

- The many ethnic groups 1nhab1tmg the great Changjlang and Huanghe river -

basins gradually merged into a single nationality known first as Hua and then as
Han. With the blood of many peoples mixed in their veins, the Hans grew
to become the most populous nationality in the world. The Tibetans are an-
other ancient nationality. They also emerged from various ethnic groups.

The most complicated ethnic situation is found on the Yunnan-Guizhou
plateau in China’s southwest. Among the high mountains and deep ravines
crisscrossing the plateau, minority communities are distributed in a maze of
pockets and layers. Residents in some of the secluded villagas may be likened
to those described by the famous ancient poet Tao Qian (A.D. 365-427) in his
essay, Land of Peach Blossoms. He portrayed a community which lived in
such isolation that generations were born and died without knowing the
dynastic changes in the country. | '

Of the 400-plus names of nationalities registered with the government in
the early post-liberation years, Yunnan accounted for more than 260. It is
surpassed by no other region in the number of ethnic units and the complexi-
ty of their sub-divisions. |

Thirdly, China’s nationalities have experienced an uneven socio-economic
development. | |

The state of the nationalities in China in the early post-liberation years
provided researchers with a living textbook on the history of social develop-
ment. Centuries of feudal rule, plus another century of oppression by im-
perialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism, had obstructed the socio-eco-

nomic advances of China’s ethnic groups. Capitalism was hardly in evidence .
among any of the mmornty peoples; most were in the pre-capitalist stagm of

“social development.: Four million people remained under early feudal serfdom,

another million. were under slavery, and about 600,000 lived in societies with . :
the pr1m1two communal aystem of ownershlp betraymg no clear signs of class o

divisions.

It sbould be noled that Chma pursures a policy of equality for all natmn-_ |
alitles 1rroape(.twe of’ thetr size or cultural attainment. The Chinese term “min ;

= a ks . s * L i : G & :
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+ iy o ! # ¥ - l;'_r - - Fo w0 o v Ia‘-l‘- Bas # s " arta ' r E b -
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| zu” or “nationality” is- used in a broad sense, applying to ethnic groups in -f | e

| various stages of developmtnt and in different periods of history. 'This is
, -dt*partule from the European concept of “natlon " also translated as “min zu”
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in Chmese uh1c~h*_tml~.~-hape dur ing the ascendancy of capltahsm

Western European “concept’ of ‘nation.”
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feature of modern Emopeen history is the rise of natlon-slates in. Westun

" Europe. Whlle the nmm na..mnal states m Eastern Europe are marked by, un-

even development ameng dlfferem ethmc groups, they also have adopted the
. Therefore, they have had to use other

terms for pre-capitalist ethnic groups, such as “clan” and “tribe” for those in
primitive commumtles and “natlonahty or narodest” for those under slavery

- or feudahsm. g

: H o Ethnic i-dentificatioh: Two C_aSG Stuaies

-

An ethnologlst trymg to 1dent1fy a natmnahty in China must answer mo __

basm questions:. . : ,
First, is the group a national mmerlt) or is it part of the Han natlonallty

Second, if the group falls into the category of national mmontles is 1t a

nationality by itself or is it a part of a nationality?
The two cases described below should help explain how Chinese ethnol-r

ogists go about their work.

Our first ekemple concerns the Chuanging peopie in Guizhou Province.
» means ‘‘clad in black,” as distinguished from another group in

A For simplic-

the same region known as “Chuanlan,” meaning “clad in blue.”
ity, let us refer to them as the Blacks and the Blues.

| The question of the Blacks cropped up as early as 1950, when a delega-
tion from the Central People’s Government arrived in Guizhou to look into
the ethnic situation there. The Blacks, numbering more than 200,000, werc
the largest of 30-odd ethnic units which had applied for recognition as na-
tlonal mmorltles But identification took time. The status of the Blacks wa

" not clarified until 1955, when they were {
through a field investigation lasting six months.

The Bldcks apphed for minority status on the basis of the follewing argu-

ments

. : A . , ‘ ) | ‘]
--Theu- orlgmal language had been an ‘old-—generatmn tengfu::, which

dlffered from the language used by the local Han pdpulatlen

““ -———Mest ef lhem lwed in zhelr own compaet commumtles n the counln-—

S sidel - - Yt T
g ———They dmered frem the locdl Hans in. rehgmue be]mf and eesmn /
h wcrshlppmg at their own altar. -~ | T o

B

A :;_:._ .._,. ‘Their womenfolk differed from Han women ‘in that they wore wlch—

. - o
e e y T,
e .,"' ..-::I ‘lll oy t;:‘ '-.J‘F-J

- sleeved embroidered blouses, combed their hair in thrce parts, left their
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ound to be part of the Han nationalil}' -
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feet unbound and did not rxde in a sedan chalr on then wedding day .
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The Blaeks wc.re dlscrlmmated agamst by the Blues and armed elaehes &
'nf’len flared up in, pre—hberatxon days:". .After liberation practically " all’ {he"" s
Blues reglstet ed: themselves as Hans, But the Blacks did ‘not- follow. suit, know- ...

ing that ¥ they acquired ‘a mmorlty sta*us they weuld get preferennal treat-. _,:
‘ment from- the government and be better protected agamst bullymg by the s
Blues. ’ i S

‘_a-

A point of interest was that the mmonty peoples in the region did not re-"
fer to the Blacks as Blacks, but rather as a special kind of Hans, calling them -
the “pe_ur Hans” or the “rustic Hans.” Nevertheless, the Blacks seemed to have
',_certain features In their language, areas of settlement, economic life and psy-
ehological makeup which might qualify them as a national minority. -

We first tackled the question of their language. Our findings showed that,
while a small number of them could still speak the “‘old-generation tongue,”
practically all of them were speaking the Han language with an accent com-
mon to Guizhou Province. An analysis of the “old-generation tongue” reveal-
ed a complete identity with the Han speech and no traces of the languages of
other nationalities. It was found to be a dialect originating in earlier dialects
spoken in Jiangxi, Hunan and Hubei provinces. The Blacks presumably spoke

it when lhey first came to Guizhou, and changed over to the local dialect only
30-60 years ago. '

This liguistic analysis alone, however, did not warrant the conclusion that

the origin of the Blacks, showing that they had come from nelghbonng prov-
‘Inces in the east, a discovery confirmed by family genealogies, gravestone in-
scriptions, markings on. historical relics, local chronicles and popular legends.
So we studied the history of the Blacks. | :
In the year 1381, the founding emperor of the Mlng Dynasty sent hls tmops
§ Southward to wipe out the remnant forces of the Yuan Dynasty, which had just
been overthrown, m Yunnan Province. : As the army passed through neighbor--
| ing Guizhou Province, it left some garrison troops there for land. reclamatmn PER
| People in China’s interior began to migrate to this outlymg prowncte -among T
| them Hans from Jmngxl Province performing forced labor in‘thé. armv These TR
laborers settled in pr esent-day ang?hen in the prowncenwhxch bm dére'd rm c;_m
i area mhabxted by Lhe Yi natmnahty and marked the: frcmher ef Han newer atr- 3

........

: the ‘time: " They ar‘ad their f amﬂ] est were called ewﬂmn housel'u.~-~ m-- RS 3
. tmgulshed from the prwﬂeﬂed “army houqehelds 2. Whidt“the' armge ""'""-'T & Falda
| Were allueam u.'l hv the governmemeuthonues tne cwrhanf mqw‘wldwh*'
2 10 ]eme lar.u m :;; the ’nu clnd Aaleres eﬂelmted a8+ tenant * e ra. "* A
'_ Although these mnmgrants faund themselves (m ""ﬁ{.'r"';m eehelnm : el"- '. Lo
: ll onher ‘SO‘CIELY, thf" i:"’ ,i-,{ mll‘i f +1101fr~el-l da.l'IlV ena“ _._I_ } l(r N e bl g “

:--l.i--l.'. r ] y ’ o
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‘- ‘munities separate from those of the Yis. Neither were they assimilated by the
4l Yis, because economically and ‘culturally they were more advanced.. When the
1 _ power of the Y1 headmen declined, they pushed into the interior areas of the
f" . - Yis, which finally came under Han jurisdiction early in the Qing Dynasty in
Px._,_“* . the middle of the 17th century. More and more Hans moved in- to form com-
-::*“‘,_H.m S - pact communities. | _ ' AR '

,.,“ T e, 2 We also traced the history of the Blues. |

-*ifg | Arriving simultaneously with or after the Blacks, these Hans included
Wi 7 quite a number of officials and merchants and settled mostly in cities and
ey -—:. | market towns. They enjoyed a higher political and economic status than the
" Blacks and looked down upon the poor people who had worked as tenant
farmers under the Yis. |

‘-..._J g In early struggles against the Yi headmen, the two Han groups united. But
: T " the Blues gained the upper hand in the course of development of the feudal
- economy. The national market that took shape in China around the tuii of the
p century upset the self-contained economy of the region. Modern commerce
| was largely monopolized by the Blues to the exclusion of the Blacks, who lack-
CR ed contacts with the outside world. Outnumbered and economically weak, the
T 1andlords among the Blacks were in danger of being eliminated. Using the
£ struggle against discrimination as a rallying call, they incited armed clashes

which further divided the two groups.
On the other hand, as economic development brought the Blacks into closer

contact with other Hans, their original regional characteristics gradually fad-
ed away. They became more and more indistinguishable trom other Hans in
language, dress and custom over the last five to six decades. Differences be-
tween the Blacks and the Blues blurred or even vanished in areas with belter

means of communication.
On the basis of these findings, we came to the conclusion that the Chuan-

gings or Blacks, originally members of the Han nationality, remained as such
because they had neither been separated from the parent nationality nor dc-
veloped infto a different nationality. True, they had their own characteris-
But these were manifestations of the special features of Hans in cer-
tain regions in an earlier period, not the characteristics of a separate nationality.

Our second example concerns the Daurs of northeast China, whose iden-

tity was a controversial 1ssue for decades.
- When systematic ethnic identification started in China in 1953, the Daurs

had a population of -about 50.000. .- The biggest concentrations were along the
“banks of the Nenjiang River and its tributaries in Heilongjiang Province, a 1
small number lived -in the Hulun Buir League in Inner Mongolia, and a
th(msaﬁd or so lived.in Tacheng in Xinjiang. = et e S
' The question under debate was whether the Daurs were a part of the Mongols.
We approached the problem from two angles: their language and their origin.

. bR
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The language used by the Daurs was & varlatwn of the Mongohan lan- o
guage, but it differed from current Mongolian speech. Ana]vsxs of the patfm m ""
of development of the Daur language led to the con jecture that it mlght naae -
been a Mongol dialect in the 13th century It came under the mquenee of E
the umfled Mongolian language after- the foundmg of the Mongolian Empn‘e "r'T-‘._f;' -'_ '.
but took a path of its own after the fall of the empire and the disintegration of;-'--.-w'*g}}f,f'.?:;_f—.j:;7{_- 4
the unified language. As the Daurs came into close contact with peoples speak- - <. o
ing the Tungus-Manchu language, they borrowed much from that tongue. in- -7
creasing the differences between the Mongolian language and their own. .

& L, " o | . "
." _.1 _.l .-+-:-‘ .-.-_r".

Much had been written about the origin of the Daurs. but the data pro#rid-
ed an insufficient basis for drawing a definite conclusion. The study of their
language, however, led us to investigate the circumstances under which they
developed an independent language. To solve this question, we had to examine
historical records of the changes in their settlements. - | |

Around the beginning of the 16th century, some Daurs settled on the
banks of the Jingqili River, an eastern tributary of the Heilongjiang River.
By the early 17th century, large concentrations of them were living along the
middle and lower reaches of the river. Their eastern neighbors were peoples
speaking the Tungus-Manchu language, while the Buriat Mongols lived to their
west. As the Russian Empire expanded eastward from Siberia, its reconnais-
sance parties came upon the Daurs in the Jingqili River basin during 1643-46.
The Daurs carried on a struggle against the Russian invaders that lasted
more than 40 years and ended with the signing of the Smo—Russmn Treaty of
Nerchinsk in 1689.

In the course of this struggle the Qing army adopted a pohcy of “clearing
the fields and strengthening the ramparts,” forcing the Daurs as well as the
Soluns in the same area to abandon their settlements north of the Heilongjiang
River and move to the west bank of the Nenjiang River. - Then the Qing gov-
ernment incorporated the two peoples mto the. mllltary-admlmstratlve S -1, oL M O
ner” organizations to augment the reglen s armed forces and mlhtary supphes e ; _;, '
This development some 300 years ago had an important bearmg on lhe fnrma— i
tion of the Daur natmnahty, for it placed the Daurs and the Mongols under" ;

different admlmstl ative systems and thus further separated them: = . ;‘n-f W e
‘The origin of the Daurs remains unclear today: But rehable hlstonca! I‘GC—.‘T.:_';‘;',1.‘_';‘,::_:.7".
ords indicate tbat for 450 years they hved in. commumhes separate f1 om those - : _-t
i of the Mongols.~ They mamtamed the closest relatlons wlth {he Tuna'f’us-—Mann i, T

R o PR :j--‘;.:?,‘_; Bt o
chu-speaking Solum Pahheallb they were ehlef]y u‘nde: Lthe uc‘ﬂn i of --the’ IR 2oE e

o : i
. '\—."' J "b 3 ""“_,',.-__lql-" 1 g

Tungus-h’anelm—-speahmg Manchus Whlle the Dauw were*eepalated fmm rhe
{ Mongols by historical c1rcumstasees and deve’ioped a d:stmctlve langnage thev
also resisted asmmllatmn bv the Tungus Manc‘m Speale ;::fj,t=op]es in sp.tf m’
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"But why did some of the Daurs living in northeast China-subscribe to lh";l"’f};_
‘view that they were a part of the Mongols? The answer was likewise to be . g

- sought in history. | | RIS | W e i . |
After the Daurs came under the “banners” durmg the ng Dynasty, mem- |
bers of their upper strata attached themselves to the Manchu rulers, and quity -

a number acquired prominent posts. The 1911 'Revolution which overthrew the
Qing Dyvnasty deprived them of their Manchu backing, and they started a move-
ment for Daur-Mongol integration to strengthen their position. Many. of the
claims that the Daurs and the Mongols were one and the same people dated
from that period.

Again. during the years of Japanese occupation, the Japanese imperialists
prepared to invade Mongolia and publicized the same claims among the Daurs
for purposes of aggression, and the effects continued to be felt after Chira’s
liberation. - : | |

Our comprehensive study of the history of the Daur people resulted in the
identification of their status as a separate nationality. The conclusions provid-
ed them with a correct understanding of their position and met with their

general approval.

[l. The Remaining Questions

Although the composition of China’s big family of nationalities is now basi-
cally clear, some questions remain to be solved. These fall into three cate-

gories:
— The status of national minorities in Taiwan and the southeastern areas
of Tibet, where conditions are not ripe for identification through field

investigation.
— The unidentified status of some nationalities in other parts of the coun-

try. |
 — The identified status of some nationalities which requires re-examina-

tmn

Gtoups in the second and third categories have an aggregate populatmn of

less than 100,000. w hich is 0.2 per cent of the total population of China’s na-

- tlonal minorities.

The nationalities whose slatus 1S not yvet estaohshc.d include “Tibetans™ ol

| .ngwu ‘County,” Sichuan Province; the Dengs in Zayu County in.the south-
~eastern part. of the Tibet Autonocmous Ragm*: and the Xiaerbas in. Dinggye and
ha Tingri. (Xaﬂar) counties to the south; ihc- Kucongs in the Hondhe Hani and
*Va Autonomous Pre*‘ectme in Yunﬁan Fmvmce and tho I”GIB.lIVEIS’ ‘unknown

" Bens, Kongges. Sandas, Akes, Bama:,.. Buguas Chemana, Dengpaas KEZhIS Be-
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I shall now deal with some of these remammg questxons of ethmt. 1deml-

l ) The "‘P.ingw'u_ Tibétans”

-"_.,.-l

The “Pingwu Tibetans” are a group of & few thousand people hvmg on the-_?j‘-__.,-
border between Sichuan and Gansu provinces — the home oi the giant. panda B
Many are in Pingwu County, Sichuan Province, and the rest are in Wenxian -

County, Gansu Province.

- Before liberation they were oppressed by the Kuomintang regime and
tribal chieftains. In 1935 the Red Army passed through their districts in the

course of its Long March, and later Kuomintang massacres left behind a sadly

depleted population of some 500. Persecution forced many of the survivors to

change their names and attach themselves to a large Tibetan tribe in Songpan,

and they were henceforth referred to as “Xifans,” meaning “west aborigines.”

After liberation, a team for nationalities work was sent here by the North-
ern Sichuan Administrative Office in 1951. Local people of the upper strata told
the team that the “Xifans” were Tibetans, and they were temporarily identified
as such. |

In 1964 Nisu, a woman representative of the “Pingwu Tibétans,” came to
Bei)ing to attend the celebrations of the 15th anniversary of the People’s Re-
public. She was introduced to Chairman Mao Zedong, who asked her which
nationality she was from. Nisu was too excited to say anything, and somebody
answered for her, “the White Horse Tibetans of Sichuan.” Two close-ups of
her appeared in Glorious Festival, a full-length color documentary on the cele-
brations. While everybody in Nisu’s hometown rejoiced at the news of her re-
ception by the Chairman, some expressed doubt at the name “White Horse
Tibetans.”

In fact; Tibetans of other areas did not recognize the Pingwu group as Ti-

betans, and addressed them as “Xifans.” But the Pingwu people considered

this an insulting name and refused to accept it. According to a recent r'el')ort, .

they are now calling themselves “Dabus.”

Linguistically, the differences between their language and the- leetan

- Y N ™ = it - 5 - p—— -* ‘r.q_- e = l._: - o 2 - A '|.F' al
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language are greater than those between the various Tibetan dialezts, and their - et

grammar and ways of expression betray signs of similarities with the languages'

of the Qiangs and Pumis. They are more primitive than the Tibetans: ir then

religious beliefs; they make fetishes of the sun, the moon, mountain and-
rivers, hilltops and rocks, rather than worshlppmg any single divinity. - ThOUgh Sy

Lamaism has penetlrated some of their areas, it has not become universal.

These facts point to the posmblhty that the “Pingwu Tibetans” may" hot:'--f','.-

=
_____

be Tibetans at all. But what is their natlonahty'? On the basis of the regions' ":‘;‘i:;.f--:-"a::'. s
historical records, some historians beheve that thev might be the descendanta S
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of the anment Di peOple \et records of the Di people are found to be lackmg,
‘="1fi!‘3"3.jf":'..'_"f__after the Wei (A.D. 220-265) and Jin (A. D. 265- -420) dynasties. o

To solve this problem it will probably be necessary to br oaden the scope

* * “of our rescarch to include the entire corridor {rom Gansu in the north to- Zayu
and Lhmu in Tibet's southwest. The history and geography of this region and
the languages spoken here should be studied in connection with the identifica-

tion problems which have already surfaced. This corridor is a border land be-
tween the Hans and the Tibetans and also between the Tibetans and the Yis.
Political power was in the hands of one nationality or another at different

periods of history. This is the corridor in which the Qiangs, Dis and Rongsl

were once active. At present the eastern sector is occupied by a Han com-
munity and the western sector by the Tibetans. It was precisely in this Tibet-
an sector that we found “Tibetans” speaking a Tibetan language not quite the
same as that used in Tibet proper. The Tibetan spoken by the Jiarongs in
northwestern Sichuan is obviously different from that spoken in Lhasa. South
of the Jiarong region, there remains a language which has become secondary
to the common local language but is still being spoken in families and intimate
communities. The Living Buddha Gangs dKar, who was a professor at the Cen-
tral Institute of Nationalities, came from Muya in Kangding (Dardo) County,
which is called Minyak in Tibetan. The pcople here generally speak Tibetan.

but at home they communicate in a different dialect which has not yet been
identified by linguists. It is worth noting that the Tibetan name Minyak 1is

similar to the Tibetan name of the basic nationality of the Western Xia King-

dom (A.D. 1038-1227) — the Dangxiang Qiangs. These people are referred to
as Miyaos, pronounced Mjeiaks in ancient times, in the “History of the Dang-

xiangs” in the History of the Tang Dynasty (A.D. 618-307). Some people assert
that the area between the Jinsha and Dajin rivers in the Ganze Tibetan Auton-
omous Prefecture is the cradle of the Dangxiang Qiangs. The History of the
Tang Dynasty states that the land of the Dangxiangs, “alias Miyaos, jut into
that of the Tufans and came under Tufan subjugation.” In other words, after
part of the Dangxiangs in the area had departed for the north, the remainder
came under the rule of the Tufans. Itis worth studying whether the “dialect”
now spoken in this region is in any way connected with the ancient language
of the Dangxiang Qiangs. - ' et

East of Kangding are the Qiangs, already recognized as a s1ng1e nationality. .
who live on the upper reaches of the Minjiang River as a more or less isolated
ethnic group. Further cast on the upper reaches of the Fujiang and Jialing.

" rivers we fmd the “Pingwu Tibetans,” who are asking lu be identified. South of ¢
Kangding there is another minority living between the Yamng and J 11"15}1.,,1-5
rivers which, like the “Pingwu Tibetans,” used to be called' “Xifans.” Since lib- %
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eration, the part of them living in Sichuan have been called Tibetans,. while "~ -

.. the other part lwmg in Yunnan. have been known as Pumis. In actual fact.
the language spoken by these “Tibetans” are different from the.Tl,beltan lan-
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cuage but similar to the Pumi language,’ whlch is close to the Qlang and J—ud*‘ 3
',_'rong languages. Going west from here and crossing the Lancang River: we *
'._'meet the Nus in the Nu]mng River valley who have already been recogmzed _' o
as a single nationality. The Nus, however, speak different Ianguages. A part T
of them speak a language similar to that of the Dulongs to their west, and both" T
are close to the Jingpo language spoken in areas to the south. The Jingpo and.’-
Qiang languages are now considered two branches of the Tibetan-Burmese -
lanuly parallel to the Yi language A closer study will have to be made of the
historical connections between all these Ianguages
A trip across the Dulong River and the nearby mountam ranges beyond
the west banks of the Nujiang River takes us to Zayu, an area inhabited by the
Deng people, whose ethnic identification we shall dlSCLlSS under the next
heading. |
Taking Kangding as the center, we have drawn the outlines of a corridor
extending from east to south where we find a whole chain of long-standing
historical and linguistic problems, and a break-through at one point may clear -
up the entire picture. Fortunately this corridor lying between the Yi and the
Tibetan communities provides us with much living historical evidence, and a
solution is likely sooner or later.

2. The Dengs in Zayu

The Dengs are a group of 10,000-20 000 people living in the Zayu area on
the southeastern tip of Tibet. Although they have been called the “Dengs” since
liberation, their true name remains to be established.

The settlements of the Dengs are on the eastern end of the illegal Mac-
Mahon line, and that is the reason why only part of their community. was
liberated in 1950. A 1976 census in Zayu placed the Deng population at 977.
They were scattered in seven production teams under four people’s comimunes.
All the other production teams in the communes were Tibetan. _

The Dengs are divided into two branches, each with its own name and lah-?-'
guage. One branch calls itself Darangs, the other Gemans. The Assams of
India call the former “Digalu” and the latter “Miju.”. In English they are call---.
cd “Mishmi” together with the Yidus along the Danba River. Accordmg to
their own legends, the Darangs were originally part .of the Yidus and . came to
Zayu seven to eleven generations ago. The -Gemans came 'from Burma& nme

'}_qeneratmns ago. There are fewer Gemans than Darang& in Zayu ’today, the ratm ,
~being 1:3. Their languagee are -similar to those spoken by the Dulong and J lnq_ fo":.ffg"fh"-'_.‘ .

po peoples in Yunnan Prevmee The. Gemans and Davangs speak T1b~=tan aq
| .W{‘ll and they ‘are merging their lﬁnguages SR e SN e B U BT
"It is also known that the Zayu area was once mhablted by a group ot pnn _‘*e_'F-ff,.'fiE? ; W s

'*Dle called the “Jiongs.”” Remains of the terraced fields: thev bl.lllt shows t‘nat
_‘they were excellent farmere About 51x generatmns ago thev were conquered
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by lhe T1betans a[ter W lmh :aome moved away and the othels were absorbod--;ﬂ,
| mto Tibetan life. As in lhl., ‘case of the Dengs,: theu elhmc 1dent1ty remam{_-f )

unclear, and so does their 1elat10n:h1p with thc Dem,s.

As a clue to the ancestry of the Dengs we have’ f@und a. gmup ‘the Txbel..m-
called “Zhas,” whose language seems to be a mixturée of Geman and Tibetan.
Numbering onlyv about 300, the Zhas are not followers of Lamaism and do not
intermarry with the Tibetans, even though they call themselves Tibetans for

fear of discrimination. Since the Geman language is akin to the language

spoken by the Dulongs in Yunnan, the presence of the Zhas suggests that the

ancestors of the Gemans could have come from that. province. .
Geographically, the Zayu area is separated from the Nujiang River valley

in Yunnan Province only by a mountain ridge. In his History of the Aborigi-

‘nes, Fan Chuo of the Tang Dynasty (A.D. 618-307) wrote about a trail leading

to this area from Yunnan. Could the ancestors of the Dengs and other groups,
whom we still have to identify, have come here by that trail? This is a problem
we should look into. R

3. The “Kucongs” in Yunnan

The “Kucongs” are a people distributed over the Ailao Mountain region in
Yunnan Province, which extends to Jinping near the Sino-Vietnamese border
in the south. They are divided into two groups.

About 2,000-3,000 live in Xinping and Zhenyuan in the north. With a pro-
duction level similar to that of the neighboring Yi and Hani peoples, most of
them have amalgamated with the Yis and no longer insist on being treated as
a separate people.

Another group which numbered 3,600 in 1971, inhabits the jungles in Lu-
chun and Jinping in the south and in Mengla in the southwest. This group is
more primitive in its methods of production. It is the group that has asked
for identification of its ethnic status. '

“Kucong” is @ name given by the Hans. The *“Kucongs” call themselves
by “Lahus” and other names. Their sub-divisions are referred to by the Hans
as Yellow, White and Black “Kucongs”™ or Lahus.
| Two Lendencxes have emewed in the research on the status of the “Ku-
congs.”’ , ' : |
One is to list them under the Hani [zamily and regard their sub-divisions
as branches of the Hanis, which denies them any status as an independent

-group. The basis of this assumption is a comparison between a number of
AT ,“Kucong’ terms and their equwalents in the Hani language. A 1955 study, for
"'_"f"_.'i'.._"lnc:tan(. showed an almost 60 _per cenf comcldence between the two. _
- 7T S THe other tendech is to 1egard them, or- at least part of them, as a more
._ p: um*we branch” of -the Lahus found in Lancang County of Yunnan Province

»and in northern Thailand near China's borders. This argument also is based
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| on language study A recent Teport compares the “Kuccng ianguage nlth the

| . Lahu language spoken m Lancang and concludes that the two ccmmde m Iaamc

--'i.-:uammar and vocabulary and show only sllgh" d1ffc:ences in pronunmancn’.
", There is an earlier belief that part of the “Kucongs” is close to the Hams
and :the other part is akm to the-Lahus. If this be the case, one has to e*-cp}am
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the differences as well as the connections between the two groups and answer

why the two have ]cmed with each other as “Kucongs.” - . ke
. Language is an important measure in ethnic .dentlflcauon but nct the
only one. And even apparent mmllantles or differences between two l_an__-
- guages cannot determine whether they belong to the same family. Classifica-
tion of languages should be based mainly on historical analysis. Unfortunately
this is an area where Chinese scholarship is rather weak. particularly with re-
spect to minority languages. We still have a long way to go to meet the coun-

(ry’s needs in the study of the natlonahtlec

— Translated by Wang Huimin
and Wu Zenfang
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~ DEVELOPMENTS IN THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

CHINA: ETHNIC MINORITIES AND NATIONAL SECURITY
by Lucian W. Pye

~ Among all the varied cases of the relationship of ethnicity and politics China js
unique because of the degree to which national security considerations have transformed
once tolerable relations into delicate and potentially explosive matters. Elsewhere in
the world societies have either long lived with ethnic tensions or the process of
mode.r{iization has brought to light new tensions as demands for justice and equity
magnity all lingering differences. In the past in China the minorities were eﬁr(}th«a:r
overwhelmed by the Han majority, which had its own significant regional and dialect
dlﬁeren?es, or strong enough in their geographical isolation, as in Tibet and Outer
Mongolia, to be left alone by weak Chinese governments. |

As the Communists began governing the issue of the “national minoritjes” had
to yield to the spirit of Chinese nationalism, first.during the Japanese war and second
dlftrmg the confrontation with the Soviet Union. For reasons which spring from d
within the Chinese spirit and which were reinforced during the era of Western ZfP
croachment and of the *‘Unequal Treaties,” the Han Chinese have devcloped a werfn-l
sense of their territorial tdentity, which, some might say, overrides their sense OF::)Ult ui
lfientity. ‘The concentration of minorities in border ternitories is at the heart of 'u}:? |
linkage of ethnic and national security questions. o P g ep

Lucian W. Pye is professor of - facns L R ke ol el
, political science at the Massach - : = Syl
most recent book is Mao Tse-tung: The Man in the Leader, Bamiscﬂtmmkl:s“lt;% of T“h“"loﬂ."ﬂh

This article is reprinted by permission of the’ s Wl g N e T
o S : ¢’ publisher from Erh 1
edited by Nathan Glazer and Daniel P. Moynihan: Harvard Universigy Pmﬂnry,@?‘!;igg tfrl.tf‘ é‘-'\:Pﬂ
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i 535" It has been'considerations of national

_“’security which have forced'the Chinese "
1>, tozvacillate in their minotities policies.
“."Security ~ policies - have .beenfor  the
<. . Chines¢  the functional -equivalent® of
T .::-'_‘-.;jiﬁti_ius‘frialization' for other societies in
~ élevating the importance of assimilation
" and - the desirability of . having a more
‘#*homogeneous culture. - .‘The Chinese
.. ~Communists have moved from’ espousing

e :"thﬁc_'right of si:lf-det‘erminatioh" to tolerat-
“ ... ing only surface cultural differences.

7 But-before 1 analyze these current

developments a few words about the

-~ traditional Chinese minonties problem
“are in order.

Historically all who lived

~*beyond the pale of Chinese civilization
‘tended to assume that the Chinese were
- blessed with a homogeneous culture and

a2 common racial stock. The Chinese

themselves, in their reverence for their

ancestors and their reference to their

“multitudes as being of the *old hundred

surnames,”’ seemed to stress their com-

‘mon biological ties. As knowledge of
- China grew, foreigners began to discover

that behind the Chinese posture to the
world there were in fact important
internal divisions.

Divisions of significance, however,
did not seem to challenge the biological
unity of the Han people. In the modern
era outsiders learned about regional dif-
ferences, particularly between the rice-
growing south and the wheat-growing
north, and further, between the more
cosmopolitan, urban coastal pcoples and
the more parochial and rural interior
peoples. Finally, modern Chinese politics
was increasingly seen in terms of clashes

" between classes: of peasant against land-

lord, of soldiers againsi scholars, o©
modernized professions against tradi-

tional interests. .

of

An extensive literature
has analyzed the divisions which have

plaved so important a role in the “Chinese

_‘rv\'t)lution“ of the last hundred. years,
but among them one did not find ethnic

problems. Cursed by a thousand prob- -

- lems on its road to modernization, China.

scemed to have been spared that ultimate
challenge to national unity, ethnic division.
and conrtlict. |

It is true that almost as soon as the
Chinese moved out of their national
homeland and established overseas com-
munities, especially in Southeast Asia, 1t
became apparent to all that there were
differences among the Chinese. As the
Chinese sorted themselves out among be-
nevolent associations and secret societies,
observers were left groping for the right
words to describe the ditterences among
them. ‘The British in Malaya and the
Dutch in the Indies tried for a while to
use such terms as ‘“tribe’” and “‘lineage”
before settling on ‘“dialect group” and
“community.”? To this day considerable
confusion remains as to whether there 1s
any legitimate basis for classifying dif-
ferent Chinese in Malaysia and Singapore.

[t is therefore appropriate in begin-
ning our analysis of ‘“‘national’’ minorities
.1 China to note briefly the problem of
classifying the differences among the
Chinese immigrants from Amoy as
IHokkiens, from Swatow as Tiechius,
from Hainan as Hailams, and the Kheds
from Kwangtung and Fukien as Hakkas,
and so forth. For Westerners through
the gencration of Victor Purcell these
distinctions caused no troublc for all
could be equally treated as tribes. Subse-
quent scholars, however, have severc
problems. The various groups have all
the. social attributes usually associated
with ethnic differences: they have dif-
ken- languages, they = marry,

ferent  Spo et
ifferen

among themselves, they pursue

* okills and occupations, they trust those of




tinctive ldentltws
minoritics in the home country it hds at f
times seemed as though as:a.lmilatmn Into
‘was_ a': natural -

- process, the

~ like identification over others, and finally -

and above all, thcy accept ‘as 3 basic

-feature of their personal ldcmlﬁcatmn
their tics.with a distinctive cpmmumty.

However outsiders, and especially
the British, may have been making too
much of the parochialism of Chinese
who, in spite of all being Han, have their
local ditferences in language and custom.
But the problem cannot be so easily dis-
missed because among the different
communitics there are some, specifically
the Hakkas or Kheds, that historians and
anthropologists would say are indeed
ethnographically “more different” from
the Central Han Chinese than others.
More important, all Chinese in a subtle
manner know that the Hakkas are a
special minority group. Only the very
highly trained outside observer, and any
insider, can tell that the Hakkas are
distinctive.

In a strange fashion this peculiar
character of the Hakkas in Malaysia 1s
typical of the more general problem of
minorities in China. kFrom one per-
spective many of them do not seem that
distinctive: from another there 1s no
question of their being of a d:fferent
category. Pushing further the model of
the Hakkas, this has meant that under
some conditions it has been casy for the
[1akkas to assimilate under the general

label of overseas Chinese, while under

others they have maintained their dis-
Similarly, -with the

the

larger . eommunm

W hllc

“uther tllnt:S

tuhmmllv non- Han people have: scemed

10 be distinct ethnic. ‘communities with
“more ‘than just the custﬁmaw ‘regmnal

and dlﬂlt‘{.t dlﬁt:rcnces

. dver thtf'questlon of wl*-ettfnr 1.
_do or do not have peculiar’ problur _-_-
‘ethnic ‘'minorities. . On the -

cthnic minorities.
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the major divisions of (,hmeSL Zlociets
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little time left over for wornmuudbout;

whenever - Chinese officials did have to
confront the fact of such minoriies they
accepted their non-Han chara ter and
felt the nced for special pohcu.s

During the penod when the
Nationalist government was able to set
policies, the assumption was that most
minorities, and most particularly those 1n
the southwest, were historical remnants,
hving with backward cultures, who
would soon be assimilated into lian
civilization once China as a whole had
regained its rightful claim to greatness
in the international arena. Such aborig-
ines as the Miao, Pai, T 'ung, and the
Y1 or Lolo, who had for thousands of
years resisted assimilation intvo Chinese
civilization, would be, 1t was believed,
easy to assimilate if only the government
could get its policies focused.
larger minonties such as the Tibetan,

. Uighurs, and Mongols. were recogriized.
as being more difficult to ‘assimilate but’

The

On the other hand,

-

ultlmatelv t.hey 100 would mme m

'rttcogmze the supenormes 0f ‘Chine w“
; culture. B N SR e S e
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r:rs 0f American wcwu \\ Mn th
m‘:ﬂ: \Intmnallsts mtrmluu Hm

wguage and sought- to . '\}"I‘de ll.m
Hmcse schoolmg the) Were .n.mm A\, ﬂh

¢ 'not surprising “expectationsof t}{um
ho-are better off materially “that thm,t:ff

who are less 'm:ll off will w L]LUIIIL Lhange G
_;E*udence of resistance .to:.Han' culture ..

“was- 1gnored, or. at least not-publicized, ..
..""amd the’ :lrgument was madr: that simply.

“.more time and more rr‘:sources ‘would be
necmary to accomplish: the inevitable.

The Nanonahsts goal of Sinicizing

ng-;;.'-j_"'_*the minorities was frustratingly similar to
-7 that of many other colonial efforts,.

- spite of the fact that it all occurred mthm
=. the acknowledged territories of China.
> As in many colonial situations the
- Nanking government’s first insoluble
-. problem was that of finding an adminis-

trative . handle with which to apply
leverage in order to influence and organize
the different minonties. Historically the
Chinese had usually followed policies of
various forms of “‘indirect. rule,”” in the
sense of relying upon minority leadership
and their own institutions of power.

~ When the Nationalists followed such
- methods they discovered that the minori-
'ty leaders usually displayed great skills

in building their own powers while

.* obstructing the Chinese policies they

opposed When the Nationalists sought

~to ignore or break down traditional
minority authonty systems they usually |

could find no one to co::arperate with them.

, ]ust as in the case’ of calomal au-
i E P'thorltlcs the Nationalists fell back upon
. the hope that by offering desirable, if not-

desired, services they might win over to

.mcﬂtable assimilation the stubborn mi-
Hence they'. introduced.- into- -

£ - i_mmonty areas hospitals and schools and

wught. 'qmte cxpl;c:tly to Ll‘l‘llﬂate thc::
practscei of Western mlssmnanea 4

N

| mtmlatton
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_ ‘With respect to the larger minorities,
_thc Vﬂtimmlists had, a{might be expected, - -
~even less success.in their gmls of as-: .
While they were in power,
‘the Nanking: government had to dcu.pt_'-"
“the de facto autonomiy”of Tibet.} In
1928, when the Nationalists were estab= .- %

lishing their regime, they sent a m:ssmn-f._i.{.-'.-.il'..:.
to Tibet which- failed to' convince the -
Lhasa authorities of the merits of joining ‘
the Chinese Republic; and on the eve of
the Kuomintang departure from the -

mainland they failed to obtain the consent
of Tibetan officials to the application .to

Tibet of the new Chinese- constitution. :

‘The Nationalists never gave up the claim
that Tibet belonged to China; they were

simply incapable of deploying enough

force to compel the Tibetans to acknowl-
edge Chinese rule. -

A more conspicuous failure of the
Nationalists was their inability to uphold
Chinese claims to Outer Mongolia. Here
failure meant the loss of territory and
thus a dramatic indication that minority
problems might be linked to security
considerations, a matter that has become
increasingly a central concern in Chinese
“‘national minorities’ policies. But be-
fore coming to the present we should
chart briefly the high points in Chinese
Communist policies toward mmor:ty

people.

From Ideology to Securnty
Calculatmns |

| Frem the inception “of their: party,
the  Chinese Communists adopted:

- Lenin’s views that ‘‘national minorities’”

‘should have the right of secession, but
should seek' to con-
solidate ever larger units of rule® and
. hence should work to d:m:msh,any
- “desire for separation. ‘
Party Congress, when' they were in close |

the “‘proletariat”

At the . Second
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Chinese Communists discovered that the himself completely isolated.

. politics of minority interests was com-
l plicated and . that ideological proclama-
tions were not enough to win over people

| Once the C&mmunists had the

responsibility for ruling all of - China,
with deep historic distrust of Han power. t'hel; pohc;\cs tuw:r d}\_}hﬁ:mll:?otmes tm%c
First they had to bribe their way through - up trom where the Nationahsts had left

Q " Lolo territory,’ and then they had to off. : With even greater vigﬁr than their
- -make their way through Eastern Tibet preaecessors the Communists sought to

against a completely hostile population.® bring the "t;eneﬁts of progi:css" to all
Experience as contrasted to ideology was minorities. It was acknowledged, at

such that by the time the Communists le:astl p l;:;tlally, b::hat minority pItOples
came to power their earher i1deal of a I ve to be treated according to a

federated state had given way to an SIO":;" nme&ble than Han people, l_)ut
appreciation of the value of a unitary as ebec?“ TCC ?f the Communis: ;
state. - After 1949 the Chinese stopped grew, before the failures of the Great

speaking of the rights of secession and Leap became apparent, thev became

recognized c)nl}r' the possibility of “‘au- ::::mmﬁed l‘;‘“;:‘ ab'l'ﬂatter of a few vears
tonomous rcgmns €y shou able to assimilate the

. smaller minority peoples into the main-.

It was poasnbly in the area of the stream of Chinese life. Durning thh_::
“nat_mnal question’” that the Chinese.. ~ period, men who had stud:ed and: “orl\ud
made the hrst_explicit break from the with the national minorities. most
Leninist tradition: in that' they openly - notably the famous anthropologist Fei
l't._]t.'C(Cd l enin’s principle of ‘'self-deter- . Hsiao-t'ung, were - accuscd ‘of having: -
“mination’’" and “the. right of , stcession, failed before “hberatmn bmh 13 ah{)“
| The Chinese .1rgucd that the expemnce ~ respect _for mmf;rtt\ LUthﬂlS anil.

l e wf the ]dpﬂnesn ‘war had aunited al]f:-' ; famhtatc mmontx rwrma ‘Firsy 1},1 ST
| - elements  ini support " of the (,hmcbc” .--schalarsandlaur Communist EONCEN P
@ "~ revolution and therefore, 1t was in .2 ment were-«confrontd Weoawkwagd o

| e e e accord with this m)hlc mah of the people .« task of finding i, o

of all nationalitivs” th.it tht‘ ( hlmw* “ Ttwo o contradicto
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' -tensions. between the niceties of forms
- and the realitics of power.
Chinese established the Tibetan - Au-
tonomous Region, which in. _practice

oy
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-*Socialist China was not enough to cause
the minorities to drop their ‘‘feudal”
“ways and enthusiasticallv join in the
“orktrs and peasants’ re\olutmn To

win over the smaller minorities uould

- require the vigorous application of more

‘exphcitly assimilationist policies which,

although more eftectively implemented,
represented the logical and histonical
the program  of the

- Nationalists and previous Chinese gov-
~ernments.

‘I'1betans.B
to assert Chinese authority in Tibet, 1t

In part, however, the Peking au-
thorities had to change their approach
toward the national minorities because

of the dramatic resistance of the
Once the decision was taken

became necessary to deploy military

.- force and this in turn left the Chinese
-...with no alternative to breaking down

“traditional forms of authority and tm-
posing Han leadership over the Tibetans.
-~ Inexorably the goal of spreading revolu-

tionary progress to all within the doman

of what Peking considered China raised

meant the introduction of Han cadres to

a”

In part the at-

In 1962 the

e
_—'d'

| prO\'ide tht.

/the form of -
" hnnud by policies of encouraging. ‘thet

- expansion

steel

mimstration. . -The pattern was the same

-as thatin: 19/4 when the [nner \lungulmn ol

Autonomous Region was L%tﬂbllﬁhtd and

i 1955 . when the. bmkmng Uighur™ "

Autonomous Rtglon was, recogmztd

Trv thiise aneis to the north and ueht"’ |
‘indirect rule” was accom-

of H.-m scttleérs, “the
of central admlmstramc
authority, and ceaseless efforts to point out
that the future lay unambiguously with
the road of progress defined by Peking.
That is to say, even though on the surface
the Communists appeared to give greater
legitimacy to the “‘autonomy’ of the
largest minoritics than had the National-
1sts, 1n practice their objective was to
strengthen China’s territorial claims, in
part by stimulating Sinification. Com-
munist capabilities ensured a more com-
plete penetration by the Han of the
Tibetan, Uighur, and Mongol societies
and raised the prospect that even if
assimilation were not at hand, adminis-

IN-migration

trative integration was.

Earlier Chinese governments had
sought to encourage the migration of -
Han peoples especially into Sinkiang and
Inner Mongoha, but only the Com-
munists have had the mobihization
capacity to implement effectively such a
policy. In 1947 when the Inner Mon-
golian Autonomous Region was estab-

lished the ratio of Chinese to Mongols

was 3 to 1, but by 1971 the ratio was 15 ..
to 1.° ‘The ‘;mklang immigration raised
the Han proportion from 5.5 percent in
1949 to 20.5 percent in 1962 and 45

.pcrcent in 1966.'° A belief that has 'S

deeply dcprcssed the Tibetan refugee.

colonies 1in both India and the United

States is their understanding that Han

- migration -into Tibet has now ‘reached

fmmumjrk nf ad-’ M
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the point at whlch Hans now out-number
by possibly 2 to 1 the native Tibetans.
Most dramatic of all was the upsurge in

mlgratlom after the border: mcndents

" with the Soviet Union. In 1969 and
.'.‘]970 over one mllhon Han settlers were
W ""_'-moved Into lnner Mongoha 1

minorities in- China. They began by -
accepting the extreme Leninist view of

the right to separation but by the time - -

they came to power they had rejccted

. this nght and spoke of the need for all

peoples in China to be “liberated” from

feudalism and share in the common unity
of revolutionary participation. . After
scarcely a decade in power the somewhat
romantic view that all differences be-
tween Han and non-Han mught dissolve
in the camaraderie of working together to
shed “‘feudal thoughts and customs’’ and
gain proletarian insights and dedication
had to give way to a new appreciation of
how hard it would be to break down the

~ differences between Han and non-Han.

The shock of the Tibetan revolt and the
widespread defections of nationality

cadres during the Great Leap period
forced the Chinese to take a more sober

and less trusting view of their minorities
problem.!? |

Then came the decisive break wnth

‘-thL Soviet Union and the. dlscovery

that the problem of national minorities

.~ .was directly linked to the larger problem
. of China’s national dcfc.nse - Possibly
- the 'event which ‘most .traumattcally_

shocked the Chinese was the dramatic

exodus 1’ the summer: of 1962 of some
50,000 Kazakhs and other: mm-Han
Chinese from Ili-chou in Sinkiang across "

, " the border to the Soviet Umon and the -
hazakh SSR 1. lhere 18’ sull no reso-

||||||

lutmn r_;t the conﬂ:crm;_r Gl
Sowet accounts of prcusda

*gel'(.d thls hugc out- ﬂov'lrlg “ "_’1_.__‘.*'.{;-'.;"-'?

-

pﬁJples from. Maos f N

‘,.:;;;.j'-general histormal srtu ¥¢ ol 1
~ biguous.” By the time the Coin M
‘camie to ‘power in 1949, Chm: S T

. h d Si k h%{}k%-
It . is dhiiis possible to obscrve v .t e border area of Sinkiang -wa: ¢

steady change .in_the attitudes of the
- Chinese Commumsts toward the ethnic -

that ‘Soviet influence had. _mmp!t u -._' '._,

"-"-q_.jpcnct.ratcd in particular the 1 1 umr:ct ,
-Under the policy of ”leamng to one side?
~ and in the spirit of socialist bl‘OthLl’hCH

it was impossible for the new C_hm:e

- Communist ruler to seek to. count’

Soviet influences. However, as the Sin:
Soviet rift intensified and parucular
after the break came into the open
1960, it became necessary for the Chine:
to assert their mvcrclgn claims. Tl
Chinese were not in a sound politic
position to do this because the previon
years of the Great Leap had involve
numerous attempts elsewhere in Sinkiar
to introduce communes and alter th
nomadic habits of other minonties. T}
Kazakhs were aware of these threats 1

~ their traditional ways, and the Sovie::

had been vigorously spreading repon
about the dangers of Peking’s policie:
Thus by 1962 when relauvely mil
iutiatives by the Chinese were combine
with Soviet horror propaganda, ne:
panic seized the Kazakh cominunity
The fact that such numbers would leat
China demonstrated not only the failur
of what Peking considered to be:con
ciliatory policies ‘toward minorities by,

. also the vulnerability .of China’s s'border.

- In the subsequent years the Chinese hav
3 mcreasmgl}f seen the “‘nationalities prob.
~lem™. as; one - of “guarding-‘the - $AC re .
ternton‘ of the C hmm mmntrland

'-The Realities of Guirding iR w.h,f u

Fr{)m thlb ::,\r“i{:‘"%-i' OF tht h;-‘__'*i_h'ic:'mi B

nority prooleman € nunist Chyp »5¢ 5~
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ﬂ‘ n 18 ap}mrunt tlmt lht‘ Lhmuc'max IS
S dl_:.tmcmt. because it is so. intimately tie d
t“' f to’ basic. issues of. natmn.ll security.” In
gt the pa:-,t Chinese prublwm ot cultural

t‘“‘“ . diffusion: “and

-.1k:~11111]at10n
s:gmhtaml\ different tmm pmbl:.nm of

‘\-;..
-

-
gy 'l -.r
. n:'u
""- g, e

j"' “What s :,p»cual in the Chinese casé is
that. a~ socwt\ which: hiatarlcdllv was

i ?'fl*

“ a0 7 hardly prt.parcd to adm:t to havi Ing
" minorities and . whose ‘sense of cultural
B iate hornogcnut\’ helped create -a  strong
;;f;_’. feelmg tor thc historically immutable
S5 s territory “China” should
ke ; : -dlscow.r thn its ‘basic security is now

-
o
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" are populated mainly by ethnic minori-

nl ¥, -...;-:"l.__’
il L]
. tlt?S.

g v A few facts can help explain the
| bHSfb of* this “growing sense of Chinese
anxicty. T'he basic contradiction of
., “c..  China.is that while onlv 6 percent of the
I popul.-,ltmn IS non- Hdn this minornty
*~.+ . makes up-in fact the majority peoples of

-« _ China. - Furthermore, over 90 percent
" _of the border with her neighbors is

inhabited - by non-Han peoples.
- only significant border area occupied by

-

"Han populatmn is along the Amur and
... Ussuri rivers, the boundary where the
have had their most severe

= . Chinese:

- “_border fights with the Russians.!” The
~fact that they have had problems in this
s "Han popu]atcd area must have made the
© 27 " Chinese more aware of the papuldtmm
“~ - _on most of thur other borders. '

ln thc pdbt tht: Lhmt se took comfort
- pcople were non-Han, but now ofhcials

% - in Pcking have become acutely consc 10US
that this percentage represents in absolute

E ]
E
. 'l &

e
¥ b .mmorlty pmblcm bccause the ndtmnal

WwWeére not

~ethnic mttgmunn <1in - ofher . ammlu |

xuddenlv |

o LB threatmed because i1ts border territories

nearly -60 percent of the territory in

'The

'm the fact that only 6 percent of ther

-  terms some 52 million people. ‘%imllarly,-.
S - in the past the Chinese minimized their

minorities * were divided among 52 or.

possibly even 54 communities,'® several

with less than 10,000 members.  Now,
however, Pcking othcials - emphasize to
Western visitors the fact that at least 10

and possibly 11 national minonity groups  -*.
Also dis-™

number over -one million.
turbing 1s the fact that as thé Chinese

have learned more about some of their

larger national minorities, they have had
to raise quite signihcantly their estimates
of the size of these populations.!’ .

‘Thus In 1969 .whell;" the Chinese
became involved in serious border clashes

with the Russians, Peking had to recog-

nize that it has a far more serious national
minority ~ problem than any Chinese
government had ever previously acknowl-

scemed favorable to Chinese interests
now had to be revised. In particular,
the many minorities who straddled
China's borders and were once seen as
providing the basis for a possible Chinese
forward policy of subversion in South-
cast Asia were now seen as a potentially
subversive element in China.  The exo-
dus of the Kazakhs, who once numbered
over half a million, raised questions about
the Uighurs’ loyalty, and they represent-
ed at least four million . people with
kinfolk also on the Soviet side. On the
southern border the Chuang,
population may have reached ten million,
had been percetved for years as That
speakers capable of supporting a Free

Thai movement against the influence of:

Bangkok in the north and northwest of
‘Thailand, were suddenly scen as requir-
ing special attention because of thetr

~ potential vulnerabihity  to anti-Chinese
.tppuls

In Pcking - doubts began to
arise also as precisely to whom  the
minoritics along the Burmese and Lao

-fbnrdn.,rz, were: likel) to be loyal, partic-

whose

edged. Circumstances which had -once

b
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ularly since :;a:mly the Chinesc' had been
- harassing them to make them participate

Thus, by the

in any national system

end of . the 1960s, 1w.hf:n the overseas-

. Chinese were'seen as less: threatemng to .
~ Southeast ‘Asian. governments, and when |
* the Cultural Revolution had weakened .

somewhat - Peking’s -administrative in--

~ fluence - over its minorities,

questions
arose about the balance of loyalties of
some groups who.  straddled China’s
borders.

These changes in Chinese attitudes

were part of a more fundamental alter-

ation in basic Chinese views about
Chinese security. - For the last hundred-
odd years the Chinese had lived with a
world view in which military danger was
likely to ‘comé from the sea.
the form of British and European sea
power, then from Japan, and most
recently in the threat of American power.

.~ During this period China had been

fortunate in being able to leave relatively
unguarded the longest border in the
world. Chinese military power was thus

deployed in the eastern and southern
regions where the Han population was .
- concentrated.

Indeed in modern times
the Chinese evolved a unique pattern of

civil-military relations in which armies —
from those of the warlords, through the -
Com-

Nationalists and down to the
munists — participated to a great extent

~1in ccivil admuinistration ‘and were con-
centrated where the Chinese  population

was the. most dense.  The combination
of living off local resources and helping
civil rule aetmed to reduce the burden

of the mtlltary

which reached a climax in the border .
fighting of 1969 brought to-an-end that :
“era and reestablished the - historic and-'__ ,_
;. tragic Chinese security problem of _having

i populatcd border.
.<"back to the problem which" W :-.. “ds m Ry
.. as the Great Wall and wh'ch ACE AT
.' ‘___mgrcdlcm i the collapse - . of JH’ hL
- great dynasties: that is, .thes prnhlL,m 0

‘extracting resources and manpmur imn
- the densely populated Han regions :n,,. o
~order to establish loncly g:atrrr:,ﬂrrv:-r in the%s,

First in -

lated provmce along thc
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to station’ troops along a hum umu r*
Suddenly- (; ,fl 11,1 W 1

non-Han territories.

Harrison E. Salisbury has describec -

the almost pathological and racist tear:
of the Russians of the ‘“‘Mongol hordes
of long ago and hence of the Chincse
today.!® What is often overlooked: i:.
that the Chinese on their side have ar
equally powerful historic fear of triba

peoples moving down into their agricul -
“tural

domains. The Great Wall o
China is a monument to this fear, anc
now that the Chinese are react:ng agair
to a threat from the north it 1s-under-

standable that the historic imagery oi

the dangerous “barbarians” of thc¢ border
regions, that is, some of their nationa
minorities, has again come alive in th
Chinese imagination.

We have evidence of .the C,hihes-.
anxiety about the minority peoples alo

- _the northern border from somc un.

publicized changes which the Chines:

have been making with respect to th¢:
boundarnies of provinces and autorniomou: -
. regions along the border of China. Unti -
these changes came in 1970, the Inng;

| Mongohan Autonomous Region cxtendet? X
.. -along the southem border .of the “Mon- ek
. -golian People’s Republic and on up i
- . the east until 1t shared a border ‘Uhlth the

: | _ bouct Umon
'lhc brcak in bm(}-%v;et relations - -

‘The'; tern..or) ot the

ri

Autonnmous Reglon d.ld in fact mmndt g

‘with.: the_ area. of .Mongol . settleémene. o .
- 'After. the troubles with the Russiarnis ;"l;_m L A

territory of. Hellungl\lanb the Hnn puﬁ;

'
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-~ Autonomous Region and the Sinkiang

¥

S Ussun nvers, was extended to the west
so as to include the entire boundarv W 1th

the USSR. The Inner. \longohm Au- '

tonomous Regmn -was further cut in

+size. 'when ' Kirnin: province, :also. Han

pOpulated was extended to thevwest to

-—;-~.:_r£he border of the Mongolian.:People’s
-Repubhc Presumably, Mongol “herds-
. men are still able to’ move ‘into these -
--;—.f‘j;-,."'_new areas of Kirin and Heﬂungknang to .
. _graze their flocks in the summer, but
» ;administrative and mlhtary control of the .

area 1S NOw ﬁrmly in Han hands :

'Similarly, recent changﬁ::s in the

';f'-.f-'-‘.:'"‘-,f'-.'.imemal' map of China have apparently

cut down the size of the Ningsia Hui

Ulghur Autonomous Region. Further-

_ . “more since 1969 there has been a signif--
- .. icant step up in the rate of Han people

moving into Sinkiang and Kansu. Such

- "-.__:-._:‘inﬂuxes of Han peoples in the past have
~ always been accompanied by increased

ethnic tensions as the Han tended to
 monopolize the better farming lands,

. government offices, and the better paid

jobs in the railroads, industries, and the
servicing of the military.

~ The combination of internal tensions
and the external security threats has
- convinced the Chinese to reinvestigate
their political policies of winning over, or
at least controlling, national minorities.
The seriousness with which they take
this task can be seen from activities at

" the Central lnstitute_of Nationalities.

The Central Insumte of
Natlamimes

" furrent Chmeae pohmes wward the
G - C national minorities are wvldly mani- -
fest at the Central Nationalities Institute,
=~ which is located on. the western stde of .

L K Pckmg near. thc Academy of . bmcnces

..‘._l-. ' "_. n -
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“..and on the: mumm W herc Peking Natmnal
| Umversnv (Pt‘ltd) is: now Iomud on thc

~ purpose of thL mbt:tute 5 thCh was
. established-on® June 11571951, s to train - “ '
Corev olutlonar_y L.ldres, from each n’:lnorlty'-:._-;'

community, who" are¢ expected: to return '

to their people and provide apprOptmte" ¥
* leadership:+ Since -its foundmg thein- ..
stitute has turned dut nearly ten: thousand}-ﬁ?—- G
trained propagand:sts and party members "

Before: the Cultural Rcvolunon the"_,.--‘
training course..could l_ast -as long -as five . .~

"I-"‘

years for most students who were being s

_prepared for ‘key leadership ‘roles. ™ At

- that time the average enrollment wasljf_‘
about 2,800 students. From 1966 to

1970 the institute was closed by the
Cultural Revolution, and new classes of

students were only again brought to

Peking for training when classes began
on January 3, 1972. At the present the

institute has 1,200 students, 30 percent .

of whom are members of the Chinese
Communist party and 70 percent of
whom are Communist Youth ' League
members. The People’s Liberation
Army has 90 students at the institute. In
addition there are some 70 to 80 Han

Chinese being trained in minority lan-.

guages and culture.

Physically, the institute is conspic-

uously better endowed and funded than

even the leading Chinese universities.
[ts buildings are well maintained, 1ts
museum 18 brightly lighted with colorfully
pamted signs, its athletic fields are more
extensive and have more equipment than

- those of even the elite universities and

middle schools. The dormitory rooms
seem more cornfortable than the quarters
associated not only with universities and
the military but aiso the rest houses of

govemment burcaus. Special care 15 -
gwen o pmwdmg fmm time to tlme '

B
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fnﬂd for some of the dlfft:n,m dlctary
tradltmm “There 1s a spec:dl kitchen

.' -"?” —flr[i.ad

for thc "VIual:m'a Jnd the. danccrs from' '

all groups uhd are scen as; nudm;_, more

.i-,.-l' - Ay

l he wntrast bctwem the very heavy’ﬁ -
mvcstmcm in the msututc dnd the slow-
7 Ness wlth whu h the trammg program 1s

"_'I"-'

plckmg ip“since the Cultural Revolution
quggests some- of -the fl:ustratmns the

_.Chinese have" had 'in arriving at appro-
-~ priate polmes for the national rninorities

“at-a time of crisis in. national secunty
Officials at the institute insist ~ that
national minority policies are based solely

there has been no change in' content
since before the Cultural Revolution. On

~on -Marx and ' the thoughts of Mao :
" T'se-tung (no mention of Lenin) and that

I-T‘ e . -
M
& iy 'E"q- '
TR . .
F "Lygitiagy

encrgy, .h‘w _their spu'ml trammg tables o

the other hand.they- do admit that'it is~
still impossible to teach history and that

daily sessions of ‘“struggle, criticism, and
transformation’’
arrive at an appropriate curriculum for
teaching about the proper relations be-
tween Han and non-Han . traditions.

Trained anthropologists who once stafted

the department of history and customs
are currently not allowed to teach

Officials suggest that the cause of 1

the crisis has been in part the dropping
of - the old pre-Cultural

- are sstill going® on to.
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'-bacl-.-gmunds ‘the very: hIJI’L.iFltF m t'l‘r;_ r'ut i
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_.tation._ that they are movmgr*sm;ﬁlx L0
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The Chinese dilemma is how. prec iscly to.

groups,-who on the face. of:it would -

_..--

istically”

First

. mumti¢s and spread the word of Mao,

‘Revolution -
practice of recruiting influential people in__

which regretfully makes them ‘appear to .

| _be agents of Han dommatlon

o YR

_terms of the traditional cultures and ‘

. instead recruiting workers, p‘easams-and .

soldiers who have little standing in thenrf
'Reports  indicate

home communities;.

that in the past many “students”.at the"~-.--‘

institute were from thc “tribal”’

“feudal” leading families — one Ttbetan 5

'

prince brought to this “workers’

Durmg the Cultural Revolution many of -

these earlier tramed cadrcs dlsplayed

o

-

i, ¢

revo- -
lutionary . traiming ground “a “bevy of ¥

“The pnncnpal snlutmn the’ Lhmese

ham: found for their dilemma. has -been

to emphasme the trammg of the natmnal-
e 18t cadres in_their, own. folkwavs “50- that‘

they ¢an. rcmm to: thelr commumueb :md

* appear, tolbe-*mnrc knouledgmblt about L
tr:ldltmnal cmtomq th,m eyen their elders ‘-

~ orthose who hAve not- Bcuimmt:&mmat .
“by glcsc a:ssocnatmns mth liam( hmtu.u
personal servants to look after his needs.

Thus tht.: ma_)or emphasm n: th( qa;,r
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crafts demnnal s:mgs are prm'{f -(1:_, :-_1.;;'-‘-"-;_:: =

destined for le JdEI’Shlp, .
.. and put_thém into key positions-without -
- -leaving them hopelessly tainted with the’
brush of Uncle Tomism. Ofhaals: are
- quite frank about this problem.
they admit that among more “feudal-" -
inclined peoples, as they sece
most of their minonty nationals, there is
not enough appreciation of revolutionary
. virtues to understand’ that people from .
" lowly peasant and worker backgrounds
~are appropnately. the leaders of the
future and not just rude social climbers.
- Second, the ofhcials at the institute con-
- cede that the students they are training
are. e\pected to go back:to their Lom--

L

: 1.‘-: Bt .

*
-

take the young people from the minority o



.i""‘ . ' ‘.-.. Foga

12

which are only slightly modified, usually

near the end of the verses, to give way

- to propaganda themes and the praise of-

Chairman Mao. - The object 1s to ensure

~ that the cadre will be as skilled as anyone
~.in his community in. traditional- music,
-~ dance, and costume. e

"~ To the consternation of Han officials
_"it has turned out that the post-Cultural
: Revolution recruits from more humble -..:
“ class backgrounds have ‘tended to be
" 777 “culturally disadvantaged,” not just in
* normal educational skills but also In
. their
. Tibetans, Mongols, and Uighurs lack
" understanding of the social niceties asso-
ciated with images of leadership in their™
" respective cultures. Many are also illit-
erate in their own language and do not -

ethnic cultures. Lower " class

know a word of Chinese. Thus the
burdens of language and cultural tramning
are much greater than in the past when
better educated cadres had five years of
training.- Now the short-term course

for cadres is only two to three years.

The uneven cultural background of the
current students has also required ex-
tensive subdividing of classes into smaller
and more homogencous groups according
to levels of talent and knowledge, all of
which further complicates the program.

A second major problem of cadre
training has been in the area of Janguage
education. Cadres have to be, on ‘thc
one hand, fully capable of carrying to

- their people the 1deas, slogans, and

: - “thought’’ of Mao and his revolution and

~“thus they
;" as translators.
“ desirable that they not appear 10 be
.. ‘people who have lost their roots in tl_weir-
*- . own culture and been completely assim-
" ilated into the Han world. The very
‘distinctiveness of revolutionary-language
‘and the Communist concern ~over the

do require extensive training
- On the other hand, 1t 18

“correctness of thoughts™ work to dram-,. .
auze the distance of Han culture from® "
traditional ways and hence to spotlight the .

- moral and cultural issue of assimilation. -, ... .
~ All the efforts at teaching traditional -
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songs and dances are designed to mask>

“the issue of assimilation and to demon- "

strate the cadre’s identification with his
cultural origins:

dog of the Hans.

At present representatives of 51

- out of 54 “‘recognized” minorities attend

the institute. During the 1950s the
emphasis was particularly on dealing
with Tibetans in the light of Peking's
difficulties in extending its rule in Tibet.
At present the Tibetans are still the
largest group, consisting of some 400
cadres, and 90 out of 100 in the short
course. There has, however, been a
rise in the number of Uighurs to over

150.

The daily regime at the institute i1s
what one might expect at a party cadre
training center. Early morning exer-
cises are followed by 50 minute classes
from 8 a.m. to noon; then a rest break
and then further drills from 1:30 to
3:30, followed by sports, and then
evening homework from 7:30 to 10:30
and “lights out.”” The classes scek to
blend language training, propaganda and
political education, and song and dance
performances. 'The institute does have a
library of 600,000 volumes, 10 percent

- of which are in minority languages, and

the most valuable are local chronicles in

_Chinese. At present, however, there is
" no research of a scholarly nature taking

place, and there will not be any until

they have resolved the issue of how 'to .
“treat “history.”’?’  Acadenucally trained

On the other hand his -~ .-
need to perform his basic revolutionary
role compels him ‘to speak in terms - .
which make him appear to be a running " .
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anthropaloglsts are also not at present

teaching.  Instructioni$ entirely in the” '-’:fj
- hands of partyc cadrcs and PLA reprcsent-

atives. e

F

It is impossible to judge how ‘ef-
fective the:Central Institute will be in
building loyalty to Peking among mi-~

nority elements. The approach is deter-

~mined, the investment is high; but one

is left with the fecling that, as sincere .as

 the attempt is, the policy is slightly

artificial.. Possibly this is an inevitable

characteristic of any policy that strives
to accelerate inter-ethnic relations not .

for its own sake but for some extraneous

political end. Although the analogy is

not entirely apt, the Chinese policy, if
transferred to America, would be similar
to the United States government’s spon-
soring the ‘“Black Power movement,”
monopolizing the teaching of “Afro-
American studies,”’ and directing those
who are thus trained to be more “knowl-
edgeable” about a somewhat synthetic
“black culture’ to make all their *“‘cultural
performances’” climax 1n uninhibited
praise of the President.

Future Prospects

hile it i1s difficult to forecast the.

likcly cffects of current Chinese
policies toward the national minorities, 1t
is not hard to discern certain trends.

First, as the Chinese accept the
prospect of a long-term security threat
along their inner borders, the historic
Chinese distrust ‘of the once nomadic,
non-Han pcoples is hkely to rise. The

obsession of the Chinese over protecting

their *“territories,” which was heightened
by their “losses’ through the “unequal
treaties’ of the ninetecnth century, will
make them even more hypersensitive to
the vulnerability of their borders, which
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The reactions of mmor:tles 0 ﬁthm
increased pressure for polmcal ::rm--
formity i1s likely to be uneven.- Fowi €Ty
relationships within each minority com-.
munity may shift as a cons-equen...c- of
Han pressures, and the result i likely to-
~ be greater internal ethnic tension. 1. ho:-,t:

minorities who straddle the border “lth
the Soviet Union will certainly ' find-
themselves 1n a complex situation. As
both targets of suspicion and subjects of
courting, these minorities have leverage
with Peking but are also highly vulner-

~ able.

In this situation it 1s hard to predict
the balance of advantage or danger for
each or all the minorities, but i1t does
seem highly hikely that the.uniqueness of
their circumstances will tend to heighte,
their ethnic awareness and make (hein
feel not just culturally but also pohtically
distinct.

The speed with which ncreased
Han Chinese sccurity “anxieties can
stimulate - minority - political awareness
has already been dt,monstratecl bv the
reactions of leetans to Chmcae pohcw "
not just since the revolt “of ™ 1‘}31} “hut

 more mgmﬁcanth since the mq iru.h.:m

~border fighting of. 1962 - As tlu., B &)
came to dommatt. more- and mmc ui{_i-'
ministration in Libet, the . lll‘r*ldlh
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m Buddhnsm as did tlmr udm:\ﬁ,“thn

ethiie™ -
..-““'.-,4“\ areness as they have bl forced to

x.e shown: a new ui‘ ;;;l

}h‘*xla

fccogmze that they are different from the

::Han troops who appear to be¢ ‘manifestly
a_forclgn occupation torce.?!

In more sociological terms it seems

~ highly hkely that as the processes of

—

~‘social change proceed in China and as

.. ‘more members of the national minorities

' be their concerm about

. years

come closer to the Han in cultural and
economic circumstances, the greater will
their ethnic
identities and the power status of their
communities. During the last twenty
individual members of various

" national minorities have been welcomed
into representational roles in a form of

“tokenmism.” At the same time as in-
creasing numbers of the minorities have
been trained to play party cadre roles and
convey the wishes of Peking in return
for power and status advantages they
have become vulnerable to the charge of
being opportunistic. In time, however,
as the numbers of better educated in-
crease, these representational and agent
roles are likely to decline and be replaced
by roles based on the genuine autonomy
of the national minority.

There is a certain irony 1n this
prospect, for in its early enthusiasms and
before the rise of fears for national
security on the land frontiers, the
Chinese Communist party did genuinely
favor precisely such a development to-

ward greater autonomy. In its very first
years the CCP would have welcomed
the idea that the national minorties were

‘increasing in both cultural development

and a sense of autonomy and sclf-identi-

. fication.. The paradox has been that
" with the need to maintain the territorial
integrity of China the Communists have

gy *nwved toward more and more aggresswe

i-l.-- "‘r b !'. i I.
r_,fﬁ_t_u TOR
lu‘..]d LA
L

Ry
aﬁsumlatlomat polu.wa ln order to facnl
Atate pumtmﬂon for- bprmdmg tht,mju

control they have also helpgd maintaimns

cultural forms and thus the basis for.: -},'--?f'

separate 1dentity. Consequently they

may have arrived at precisely the right.
policy mix for both advancing a minority . :
and making 1t feel more self-conscious of

Its separate identity.

In sum, we come to the final con-
clusion that paradoxically as economic
and cultural differences break down the
Chinese are likely to find that they still
have national minority problems, which
will possibly be even more acute than in
the past. When the cultural patterns
between Han and non-Han were quite
difterent and they each lived 1n relatively
separate worlds, and when the Han

Chinese had other pressing concerns and
ignored those they considered therr
inferiors, the national minorities were
able in practice to realize considerable
autonomy. That is to say, in the past
when the policy of the Chinese govern-
ment was assimilationist, practical factors
led to the realities of autonomy. The
drift of Tibet and Outer Mongoha
toward independence was only the most
conspicuous assertion of autonomy by
national minorities against weak Chinese
authorities. Then came the Communists
with their policy of praising autonomy
for the national minorities but introduc-
ing practices which were more threaten-
ing to the autonomy of minoritics.
Moreover, Peking’s increased capacity to
penetrate the national minoritics has
made Chinese authorities more effective
in supporting assimilation policies, par-
ticularly as they have become more
anxious about their security problems.

Yet we know from the experiences

of more industral countries the leveling

of cultural diﬂ’erencea can !74d to greater
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power considerations arc elevated inrel- . borders.
ative importance. In Chisia’ we are not, @ </
seetngs the cultural leveling between

ethnic tensions as economic and political . :trusted as the ultimate guardians on the it Y

T =

. 'In spcculatihg about the possibility

Han and non-Han bccaus_ctﬁf. industriali- that national security considerations In
zation but rather as the result of a com- . China can produce ecffects comparable
bination of ideological commitment and to advanced industrialization in other
national security concerns on the part of  _societies with respect to ethnic divisions,
the government. ‘Therefore China may we have gone beyond current realities.
shortly be confronted with the types of Recent events in China do, however,
ethnic divisions typical of ‘advanced point in the direction of these specu-
industrial societies while re:maining in a lations, and more important, we can
pre-industrial state and lacking the already note that the Chinese case seems
material resources that more affluent to support a general law of ethnic
countries may have for ameliorating their relations which holds that substantive
ethnic divisions. differences in cultural practices and
values are less mmportant thar the :
In China ideology and national realities of power and economic relation-
security considerations may be serving as ships in determining the intensity of
the functional equivalent of the social ethnic tensions. As the cultures of the
forces associated with industrialization non-Han come closer to that of the Han,
in breaking down the significance of the ethnic identities of the non-Han will
cultural uniqueness and in elevating the be increasingly defined by their sense of
importance of political and economic political efficacy and well-being as com-
differences in ethnic relations. These pared to the Han majonty.
considerations have a compelling quality
which will force the Chinese authonties Thus the Chinese, like s0 many

to press for the solution of national people, are learning that as they reduce
minority problems and to feel that they differences and encourage the ideals of
cannot afford to allow time to work to equality the remaining irreducible dif-

reduce distrust. As long as the minorities ferences will come to be seen as the cause
are seen as linked to the vital question of of even greater injustices than were
the nation’s safety, Peking will find it associated with the earlier gross cultural
hard to maintain a relaxed and sympa- differences.?  Whatever the Chinese
thetic posture. More important, the policies to cope with these problems, it
security factor means that, whereas in 1s certain that there will not be a return
industrializing societies it is possible to © to the original ideal of encouraging
diffuse power toward ethnic groups as national autonomy because any minorities

they become more assimilated, in China policy in China will certainly be subor-
it may be hard to yield significant power dinated to the higher issues of national
to the minorities as they can hardly be security. | -
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NOTES

It s noteworthy that the Enclishman most
closely wdentutied wath the aspirations  of
the Chinese in Malava immediately atter
World War 1, Victor Purcell, sull used
the desitnanon of “tnhes.”  See Victor
Pllrt‘t‘“. Tfn‘ (“HHFS‘:‘ th ..‘!;uufhrdil' .-lsm
(L.ondon, Oxtord U miversity Press, 1931).

David M. Deal, “Peking’s Policies towards
Ethnic Ninonties in Southwest China,
1927 to 1905," mumeographed paper given
at Northwest Regional Seminar on China,
University of Washington, Apnl 28-29,
1972.

Alired P. Rubin, "*'T’he Position of Tibet in
Internauonal Law,” China Quarterly, no.
33 (Julv-September 1963), 110-154.

Brandt, Schwartz, and Fairbank, A4 Docu-
mentary  History of Chinese Communism
(New York, Atheneum, 1966), p. 217, as
quoted by June Drever, *China’s Minority
Nationahsts 1n the Cultural Revolution,”
China Quarterly, no. 33 (July-September,
1968), 97.

Nym Wales, Red Dust (Stanford, Stanford
U niversity Press, 19532), p. 71.

Edgar Snow, Red Star over China (New
York, Random House), p. 204.

Chang Chih-1, A Discussion of the National
Question in the Chinese Revolution, trans.
in George MNlosely, The Party and the
National Question in China (Cambnridge,
MUL'T. Press, 1966), pp. 63-69.

For an account of the Tibetan revolt which
is sympathetic to the Tibetans and based
on interviews with their leaders, see George
N. Patterson, Tibet in Revolt (London,
Faber and Faber, 1960).

William Heaton, *‘Inner Mongoha: Atter-
math of the Revoluiion,” Current Science,

9.9 (Aprnil 1971), 13.

Amrit Tal, *‘Sinification of Ethnic Minor-
ities 1in  China,” Current Science, 8.4

(February 1970), 15.

‘Heaton, “Inner Mongolia.”

For a discussion of the disaffection of the
first classes of Tibetan cadres during the
strains related to the Great Leap, see
NMosely, The Party and the National

Question in China, introduction.

Tor a detailed analysis of these events sce
George Moseley, A Sino-Soviet Cultural
Frontier - The Hi Kazakh Autonomous
Chou (Cambridge, East Asian Research
Center, Harvard University, 19696).

14,

16.

17.

18.

19.

[

The W area was a source of dispute between
Russta and China since the Ching dynasty.
Indeed, 1t was the subject. of a rather cele-
brated case in Western versus Chinese stvles
of international law and also the first occi-
sion for Yalta to become an infamous
name 1in Chinese foreign relations. Briefly,
the Chinese negotiator at a conference held
in Yalta mude concessions about China's
cliam to suzerainty over Il which infuriated
the Chinese emperor, who immediately
ordered the diplomat recalled and beheaded.
This act created consternation among the
Western diplomats in- Peking who had
been trving to teach the Chinese the
punciple of diplomatic immunity. for their
own safety, but who now realized that they
would also have to insist that the principle
be applied by the Chinese government to
1ts own diplomats. As the doyen of the
fledgling diplomatic corps said, ‘‘How can
one outwit a Chinese negotiator if one
knows he 1s to lose his head for it?"" For
a good general account of the Ili controversy
see: Hosea Ballou Morse, The Inter-

national Relations of the Chinese Empire
(London, Longman, Green, 1910, 1918).

For an excellent analvsis of these incidents
se¢ Thomas W. Robinson, '“The Sino-
Soviet Border Dispute: Background De-
velopment, and the March 1968 Clashes,"
~American Political Science Review, 66.4
(December 1972), 1175-1202.

The Chinese Communists have varied in
their ofhicial count of national minorities
between 52, which was used 1in most of
the ecarlier reports, and 54, which i1s the
number now cited by the Central Institute
of National Minorities. This change is
another indication of rising Chinese concern
over and sensitivity toward their minorities
problems.

The Chinese, for example, for a long time
thought of the Tibetans as totaling fewer
than two million, but by the late 1950s thev
spoke of about three million Tibetans,
Nobody has better than the roughest
approximation of how many Tibetans there
arc. George Patterson reports caretul
esttmates based on calculations of numbers
of monks and the size of monasterics lead
to figures as high as five to ten or even
twenty million.  Putterson, Trhet in Revolt,

p. 35.

Harrison E. Salisbury, War between Russra
and China (New York, W. W. Norton,
1969). :

I visited the institute in December 1972,

~during a 26-day trip to China.
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20.  Before the Cultural Revolution the Central
Institute did facilitate ficld research under
the guidance of such recognized anthro-
pologists as Wu Wen-tsao, vvho trimned at

Dartmouth and Columbia before teaching:

- ‘at Yenching, and the world famous - Fei

Hsiao-t'ung, but now these men are not.

in leadership roles. * Fei Hsiao-t'ung during
the Cultural Revolution spent two vears
and thrce months at a ‘“‘May Seventh
School’ working at farming. He is now
clderly but of quick mind and publicly
~accepts the current trends in China.

21. For a report on Tibetan attitudes as
acknowledged i1n the Chinese press see
“National Minonties,”” China Neus
Analysis, no. 720 (August 9, 1968), 3-5.

22. Chinese appreciation of the delicacies of
policies toward minorities and of the issue
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of “genocide’ associated withid? i =T
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alist propaganda the Malthusian. specti
Chi Lung said that in China “"populati
increase in a planned way'™ was a part
overall economic planning and that, '
national minority areas and other sparse
populated areas, we adopt appropria
measures to help increase population
Pekirg Review, no. 17 (Apnl 27, 1473y, 1
By merely mentioning the issue the Chinc
delegate attracted attention to Peking
ambivalence about whether minoritic
should be treated differently or be assinila
ed and treated like all other Chinese.

CULTURAL WINDS OF CHANGE

The “gang of four,” arbiters of
China’s new proletarian literature and
art since the Cultural Revolution, now
stand accused in the Chinese media of
having been, in fact, exponents of a
“counterrevolutionary revisionist line” in
cultural matters, and of having “strangled
and mantpulated” literature and art.
While these are by no means the most
serious of the charges leveled against
Mao Tse-tung’s widow Chiang Ch’ing
(1L74) and the three Shanghai “‘radicals,”
Chang Ch'un-ch’tao  (3k##), Yao
Wen-yuan (#8207C) and Wang Hung-wen
(EBEX), 1t was in the cultural sphere that
their influence was most pervasive and it
was there that they proved most success-
ful in imposing their uncompromising
ideological standards.

.. 'The loosening of the vise of Jcensor-
ship that Chiang Ch’ing and her Shanghai

“‘confederates’ exercised in the cultur:
sphere makes possible a greater variet
of fare in literature and art; many work
were produced that were either neve
made public or were subsequently de¢
nounced as ‘big poisonous weeds.” [,
1974, for example, a host of oftering
heralded as a flowering of new revolutic n
ary productions inspired by Chiun,
Ch’ing’s model dramas was unvciled 4
a North China Theatrical Festival i
Peking. The effusive biling prove.
premature. Upon viewing, a Shans
entry, *“Thrice Ascending Peach Moun
tain,” showed itself to be a *“‘very poison
ous weed.”  Before long, it was foun.
that the cultural soil of other 'pﬁn-'incc:
was also nurtuning “big  poisonou:
weeds.”’® N . .

-

- e SEE - e e o

"® See Current- Scene, Vol }tll.
1974, pp. 23-25. .
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The first post-Cultural Revolution

I=:. opcnings of China to forcign culture

were similarly nipped in the bud. Per-
formances of Western classical music by

touring foreign orchestras in 1973
brought in their wake a vituperative

' ‘campaign against the ‘‘decadent” and

“depraved”’ nature of **bourgeois” music.
Few foreign orchestras visited the PRC

during the next two years.®

Whether the current attacks on the
stningent cultural norms of the past 10

years will bring more than a pro forma
relaxation in the arts cannot yet be
judged, despite frequent press references
of late to Mao’s well-known instruction
“let a hundred flowers bloom, a hundred
schools of thought contend,” and such

uncharactenstic outpourings as Liberation
Army Daily’s heady prediction that “a

springtime for multicolored socialist
literature and art will soon arrive.”

Of some relevance, however, was
PRC press treatment of the fortieth

anniversary of Lu Hsun’s (&) death —
the occasion that signaled the opening of
the current campaign. The anniversary,
which was accorded high-level media
attention, emphasized the famous au-
thor’s role in translating foreign works.
The New China News Agency pointed
out in an item on October 26 that roughly
half of Lu Hsun’s works consisted of
translations and introductions to “‘writ-
ings from other lands.” . According to
the news agency, Lu Hsun “‘utilized
foreign works to stimulate the cultural
outpourings of the Chinese revolution,”

and he translated the best '_"creative o
writings of ‘‘Tsarist Russia, the Soviet -

Union, = Poland, Bulgaria, Romania,

- Czechoslovakia, - Finland, ‘The Necther-

* Sece ibid., pp. 19-21.° - .

''''''

lands, Spain, Japan, France, Germany,
Austria and Britain;” - i

Even such honorable mention of
“foreign” works marks a significant de-
parture from the attitude that has pre-
vailed in China since the clean sweep of
the country’s bookstores during the
Cultural Revolution.

‘“Pioneers”’ Redeemed

he current cultural campaign against

the “‘gang of four” centers around
their efforts, successful for a time, to
suppress ‘‘Pioneers,”” a eulogistic film
about the Taching Oilfield, one of
China’s model industries and a “‘red flag
personally erected by Chairman Mao.”
‘The film, produced by the Changchun
Film Studio, was originally shown
nationally duning the Spring Festival in
February 1975 to widespread acclaim
from workers, peasants and soldiers who
expressed their love for it “from the
bottor: of their hearts.”

Chiang Ch’ing, however, was ‘‘in-
furiated’”” by this “‘outstanding’” work
and brandished a ‘“butcher’s knife”
against it. On the second day after it
was shown, the “‘gang of four” ordered
that no copies of the film be reproduced,
that all publicity about 1t be stopped and

‘that it not be distributed abroad. On
‘Chiang Ch'ing’s personal orders to
“‘create willful charges against it,”’ “10

accusations’’ were then ‘‘concocted’
against the film — among them that it
was too ‘‘sentimental,” ‘“stereotyped”

~‘and “‘abstract,”” and a story of “‘real

characters and true events.”’

After receiving a letter from a

Changchun film-scenarist complaining of

the activities of the “‘gang,” Mao viewed
the film and issued a directive approving
its release. His directive, made public

¢
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distribution. Do not nit-pick. And
to list as many as 10 accusations
against 1t 1s going too far. It
hampers the adjustment of the
Party’s current policy on llterature
and art.”

T'he “‘gang of four,”” however, was
not to be put off and, resorting to
“conspiracies and intrigues,” they sought
to negate the directive by delaying its
dissemination and distorting its contents.
In addition, they continued their per-
secution of persons involved with the
film and attempted to have a new version
made. They even forced the scenarist
to write another letter to Mao contairing
a self-criticism and asking for the first
letter back.

A Cultural Indictment

The full complement of charges as set
forth in the November 5 People’s
Daily article by Jen P'ing turns the
tables on the “gang of four,” accusing
them of “‘criminal activities” “dis-
torting and negating Chairman Mao’s
revolutionary line in literature and art,
sabotaging the proletarian revolution in
literature and art and pushing the
counterrevolutionary revisionist line.” In
a statement not without irony, Chiang

- Ch'ing 1s described as *“‘a bourgems

careerist who shamelessly styled herself
a ‘standard- bcarer of the revolutlon N
literature and art.’

According to the People’s Dmly

* mdmmcnt

T hlS gang has been making full
use for years of literature and art as

['here is no blg error in this film.: ,{.f
Suggest that it be approved for -+
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their swmgboard ST P

restoration in’ ordar m rf..dn/t ‘

- criminal aim of Usurplnf_, Foarty?
state power, subwrtm;: the lm ar
ship of the pmlttarlat and restof
capitalism.... “They prduuui
unscrupulous sectarianism 1n liter
and art circles, developed a cot
that ganged up to advance their
interests so that literary and
circles would become their ‘ga
dominated domain.” They split
ranks of literary and art work.
rejected ‘alien e¢lements’ in
manner of ‘letting those w0 com
thrive and those who refuse peri:
and at will rejected revolution
literary and art works which
worker-peasant-soldier masses |
In fact, they enforced ar. out-a:
out Sourgeois dictatorship, a fas.
dictatorship over literary and
circles...  They trumped up char
against a great number of revoluti.
ary hterary and art workers :
persecuted them and suppresse.

great number of good or fairly g
artistic works...

More “Countermvolutimw" Cas

In the wake of the Noveniber 5 Penp
Daily revelations, other cultural Crin
perpetrated by the “gang” were m
public. In Hunan, long Hua Kuo-fer.
(¥#[R#*) provincial base, the ° ‘gang
four” had strongly opposed a 1.
opera “Song of the Gardener.” Accord
to a broadcast from that province

November 11, they found *'serious Creo
in the opera and_called for its pul
criticism in ﬂagrant violation™’ of M. |

l'\-l-'

fl

approval of the work, which had b .

made 1nto a film in 1973 ““with the [m

care of Chairman Hua Kuo- f:fn;,r "‘. s
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Descnbing a oonfromanon mer the
~ film, the broadcast said: x

“...Behind the backs of Chairman
Mao and the Party Central Com-
mittee, they called a meeting at
which they asserted it was ‘right’ to
‘cnticize’ the opera, arrogantly slan-
dered the prncipal leading com-
rades on the Hunan Provincial
Party Committee and accused the
committee of reporting the matter
to Chairman Mao and ‘handing
them an ulumatum.” In fact, they
turned the spearhead of their attack
on the great leader and teacher
Chairman Mao.”

Meddhing in military affairs, the
“gang of four” waged a protracted battle
against an army theatrical endeavor, the
“Long March,” a Peking broadcast of
November 7 reported. This work,
originally performed by an army troupe
in 1964, so pleased Mao that after viewing
it he ‘‘joyfully mounted the stage and
had a picture taken with all the performers
and workers.” He also 1ssued an
instruction to the troupe “to perform the
drama well.”

In 1974, the “‘gang of four’’ ordered

that the ‘“Long March” be revised and,

when their instructions were disregarded,
they had the drama consigned ‘‘to the
back shelf.”” When it was performed In

1975 on the fortieth anniversary of the

army in defiance of their orders, the
“gang of four” took reprisals, sup-

pressing broadcasts and performances of
the work and preventing production of

a film version.

Paralleling efforts to suppress “‘good
theatrical works ‘were
plans by the ‘‘gang of four” to produce -
their own “‘black’ films—a course they

or fairly good”

pursued more blatantly after the death
ot Chou En-lai in January 1976." A
broadcast from Kwangtung on November-
9 related the experiences of workers at
the Pearl River Studio who were “pres-
sured”’ and ‘“threatened” by the * ‘gang”’

to complete a batch of “‘counterrevolu-
tionary” films for showing on October 1.

One of these films was so explosive
that the *‘gang” called it an “atomic

bomb.” Ostensibly, the broadcast said,
it showed the overthrow of the head of
a provincial Party committee, whereas in
fact it was an attack on Chou En-lai. -

Whither “On the Docks,” Et Al

An aspect of the current campaign not
yet directly addressed in the PRC

media involves the ultimate fate of those
model theatrical works that passed
Chiang Ch’ing’s litmus test of ideological
and artistic purity and for a decade
monopolized the performing arts. Recent
articles have accused Chiang Ch’ing of
taking undeserved credit for these revo-

lutionary theatrical works, but her asso-
ciation with the struggles of their
evolution has been recorded in the

Chinese media too long and too insistently
to be easily cast away. Nor is it possible
to see how they can escape the taint that
is now upon all that Chiang and her
“confederates’” touched. Their artistic
merits, or lack thereof, aside, these works
served —in a poliical sense — as
“counterrevolutionary’”’ tools. As the
Jen Pling article in . People’s Daily
said: “They treated model revolutionary -

- theatrical works as their personal capital,

used them as monuments to themselves
to create public opinion favorable to
themselves for their counterrevolutionary

- plot to usurp Party and state power.”
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, PRC Ministries on Technology Imports :

& i
T

A ‘number of articles in leading PRC newspapers last month stressed the po -

role of advanced technology imports in China’s economic development. The art
some authored by economic ministries, have denounced a ““closed door’ poli
technology imports as well as “blindly worshipping things foreign,” calling in
for China to “learn from the good experience and advanced science and techn
of other countries and absorb them for our own use.”

People’s Daily on November 22 carried one such article written by the
crticism group of the Ministry of Light Industry. The article denounced the *‘W
Chang-Chiang-Yao anti-Party clique’’ for tactics that “‘slandered the efforts to intro
some necessary advanced technologies and equipment from abroad in a flanned
on the basis of self-reliance.” |

Denying that technological imports would threaten China’s sovereignty
independence, the article said: ‘“Economic and technical exchanges between cour
with different social systems are completely normal activities if they help supply
other’s needs and overcome their own weak points...” Citing the example of
petrochemical industry, the article said that the import of major pieces of equip!
helped China build up its own industrial system and utilize its own raw mate

In a similar vein, an article by the Coal Ministry in Kwangming Daily on Nove;
11 attributed Kailuan’s doubling of coal production duning the period of the F¢
Five-Year Plan at least in part to the installation of imported equipment. “Import.
of advanced technology is needed in socialist revolution and socialist construct;
the Ministry said.

National Railway Conference
sk s A b

Some 1,200 representatives of China’s 20 railway bureaus attended a confer.
in Peking from October 30 to November 1 — the first such national-level eccns

meeting announced since the leadership changes of early October. Held to .
memorate the thirtieth anniversary of the “Mao Tsetung Locomotive,” the mex
set 2 no nonsense tone for this important and recently troubled industrial sector

was highlighted in its message to the country’s railway workers stating that the P'a.

Central Committee headed by Chairman Hua had “full confidence” in the raj

. 'workers and had issued “new battle orders” placing “higher demands” .on the
 sector — the “main artery of the national economy.”’ - i e ey s

The meeting was attended by Railway Vice Ministers Kuo Lu ($%) andiSo 070000
(#7Z), who expressed the hope that railway personnel. would. adher: vl f,~,_)_lf,g-.j._,;-,;__'n SR Yer oy
- line for building soti;ilism.and work. to accomplist e A
- Industry, defense, and . science and technology -

.end of the:-centyry, « “wiinf Xoss . -

.
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Lru\ m:.nﬂwn nt t}'r u..__ \lau lwtung Locomotive”” denounced the .mg of
taur tfor aprt‘ulmg am.h '*_r"mau nse as “we'd rather have a Socialist behind schedule™
© than “revisionist “on scheduler™ “'The locomotive team  described. the 'g.mg ﬂf'“"j’.
four” ‘as “*bloodsuckers™ w hn I\m W nnthmg about i.lrmmg and industrial work” and .
-whe harbmul the ermml aim-of ruining the economic foundation of the proletarian
dltt.lt{)l"Shlp R

CHRONOLOGY

EVENTS IN THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
NOVEMBER 1976

1 A rally and parade of 100,000 militiamen in Shanghai celebrated Hua Kuo-teng's
(%E15%) appointment as Party Chairman. The rally was addressed by
Shanghai Garrison Commander and CCP Secretary Chou Ch’un-lin (/5i#).

1 A meeting of railway workers was held in Peking to mark the 30th anniversary
of the naming of the ‘““Mao Tsetung l.ocomotive.”

1 A Malaysian economic mission led by Datuk Musa Hitam, Minister of Primary
Industries, arrived in Peking.

1 A Swedish exhibition of furniture and hghting facilities and intertor decorations
opened 1n Peking.

3 In a bricf news item, the New China News Agency (NCNA) reported the
victory of Democratic candidate Jimmy Carter in the U.S. Presidential election.

S People’s Daily (PD) frontpaged an article by Jen P ing (FEF) revealing a July
25. 1975, comment by Mao Tse-tunz on the film “Pioneers™ and reathriming
his art and iiterary principal of “‘Let a hundred flowers bloom and a hundred

- schools of thought contend.”

§  Sri Lanka Navy.Commander Admiral Don Basil Goonesckera arrived 1n
I’Lklﬂg | | |

5 A dclcgdtmn of thc Rwandan National Rem]utmnarv T\’Imfclmm tor ])mclnp-
~ “ment arrived 10 Pcl..m;, o ey s PRI §
6 . The Qtandmg (omm;ttcc of the National People’'s Congress. (NPC) and. the-
~ State Council sent a message of greetings to their Soviet LOLiIltEI’de‘tS on-the
59th anniversary ‘of the Bolbhcwk Rwo]utmn, makmg no memmn of lhc |

| bmo—‘}ov:et bordtr pmblem A P e '.-;
' S ﬁf_- : _"__; "_Z; - -?: :--‘ ;;;'- ,- e S ':.:T . f;-;. RS- n; . ,
] p - ‘. :I'.: ' : " =
. ,':»-_ . L™ L i Ak AT #:. o
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A Romanian economic delegatlon lcd by P:ml Nlculcscu mcmber of tht. }.-ﬁ -_~; i nt s
Political Committee of the Central COmmlttee of the’ Romaman (rm:rm.mfi_-?;_'-:‘ %

L

Party, arrived in Peking.

_A U.S. Congressional delegation led by Repubhcan Senator Carl Lunis arrive
in Shanghai. - - The:- delegatmn met with Vice Foreign Minister Wang HJI-JUI

(E&%) on November 13 in Peking and with Vice Premier L: Hsu.n -Nie
(£544) the next day. s _

Yunnan Province was struck by an earthquake rcgistcring 6.2 on the Richt
Scale, according to the Hong Kong Royal Observatory.

General Sterian Tirca, Romanian Vice Minister of National Defense, arrive
in Peking.

Foreign Mimster Ch’iao Kuan-hua (#xd#) met with Lutyn Chuluunbaat:
new Mongolian ambassador to China.

Li Shih (ZA), new PRC ambassador to the Central African Republic, I
Peking for his post.

An exhibition on the life of Lu Hsun (#:3) opened in Tokyo.

Knut Hammerskjold, Director General of the International Air Transpc
Association, arrived in China.

A Jen P’ing article frontpaged by PD alleged that the “gang of four’ had soug
to ‘‘sabotage’” China’s economy.

An NPC delegation led by Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee Ulan:
(RWX) and Secretary General Chi P’eng-fei (lEBMR) left Peking for Iran ar

Kuwait.

President Salah Addis Ahmed Bokassa of the Central African Republic arriv.
in Peking. A banquet in his honor was hosted by Vice Premier Li Hsien-nie
In his banquet speech, Li accused Moscow of creating ““false impressions”” .
relaxation 1n Sino-Soviet relations.

A Snt Lanka delegation arrived in Peking for the fourth committee meeiing .
the Sino-Sn Lanka Joint Shipping Service.

The PRC and the Central African Republic signed an economic and technic
cooperation agreement and a trade agreement in Peking.

A spokesman for the PRC confirmed that an earthquake of 6.9 magmtudc ‘
the Richter Scale struck the Tangshan area on Nuvcmber 15.

An Italian Christian Democratic Senate Group arnved In Pekmg wnth G‘““—‘Pl'

Bartolomei as its leader.

The PRC conducted what was descnbed as a “‘new’ hydrogen bomb test:—

fourth nuclear test this year.

—t

muttee of the Commumst Party of Burma, and hoatcd a dmm:r fnr h;m u

next’ mght.. RE e e . o sk AR

A British broadcasting, radar and mstmmcntatmn eth:b:tmn opened n lPa Lm x
Hua Kuo-feng met with- Thakin Ba Thein Tm Chalrman of the Centm] Cop - o

o
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_'chm:ematives_of the’ 10 national pace-setting coal mining and tunneling teams
. attended a meeting 1in Peking called by the Ministry of Coal Industry to denounce

the “gang of four.”

A ".PRC.delcgation led by Vice Minister of Agriculture and Forest.ry Hsiao P’eng

(M) left Peking for Mexico to attend the inauguration of President Jose Lopez

Portillo.

~ A protocol of the 14th session of the Sino-Bulgarian Commission for Scientific

and Technical Cooperation was signed in Peking.
Albanian Vice Mimster of Trade Victor Nushi arrived in Peking.

A press communique was issued on the China visit of President Bokassa of the
Central African Republic. |

A PRC trade delegation led by Hsi Yeh-sheng (R¥B¥) left Peking for
Bangladesh. A

A ceremony was held to lay the cornerstone for the Mao Tsetung Memorial

Hall in Peking’s Tienanmen Square.

Representatives from petroleum units throughout China gathered in Peking fou
a meeting sponsored by the Ministry of Petroleum and Chemical Industries.

A protocol of the 13th session of the China-Polish Shipbrokers’ Company was

signed 1n Warsaw.

A protocol of the 18th session of the Sino-Czechoslovak Joint Commission for
Scientific and Technical Cooperation was signed in Prague.

Leonid Ilichev, head of the Soviet delegation to border talks with the PRC and
Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, arrived in Peking.

PRC permanent representative to the United Nations Huang Hua (%) left
New York for home upon recall by his government. |

"The Standing Committec of the Fourth NPC opened its third session in Peking.

NCNA identified Huang Teng-pao (3{%8) as Deputy Commander of. the PLA
Artillery Force. .

e d in the pages of CURRENT SCENE are those of the authors.

W:'thj-;}jltc ﬂﬂ::;;;ﬂﬂﬁj fzifpy;rght articles, the material contained herein may be reprinted

oted in whole or in part without permission of the publisher, but copres of the
E:fﬂ.»- in which the material 55 used are requested. Material so used should be attributed B

10 CURRENT SCENE. Subscriptions are provided on a comph'mntary busss.

scrif ' ' hould _he : ditor,”
ok scripl 4 other corvespondence should he addvessed to. The E o5
CURAJ.%W'{:'%&E;"E, G.P.O. Bex 66, 26 Garden Road, Hong Kony. _ N .

Also published in French and Spanish editions.

] .
E . . . . A - —— - P i i

e e e P— - "
- — Sy

“Fypography by THE GREEN PAGODA PRESS LTD. for USIS - -i.

-—

-
e — —— —
"

:
i
5

L




r e |
" e w --
¥ =7 w v
¥ L]
! =
" - 1
-' k s
-
LS o s e
' o 4 g
' - d J
L & i
L™ i
' ¥ L
. ‘_. | N
' 1
; i PR
# " r
" z # -
.i. ¥ [ s
¥ r
v - .'
" [
. -y
- e
Y -
-
W -
i -
W
2 -
- 13
.
v “
l.
-
"
L
-
- s
5 *u P
~alf
a [ Rl k-
i =
: v I
a - ] L 1 ¥
M . v =
’ 4
5 o
"
¥ Ll SR
. X '
- . L
- 5 i
W = -
. - - L -. » 3
X e
] I ¥ L o L] ,f
i " E
- LRI S
¥ a -
% = "
- W oa
= T ® N AT
1 L
I . ] -
T L = . -- = L .
" e .
" ot o ;
' = b - - ¥ ",
- l - . -
; J L @ - B , .
L] & -I & S -
# R W RN A
~ '- -
= - B . -?-J-." . -
. "' ‘q, L F o r s d F
5 i " . 1
L - - e = - - : = A
» & "' &
PO T e Pl f i 0 =
= x P ". 1_ = . .
- '.-l‘; 4 - o 1 N
= EF - . e L4 [
; & ] » o J— # -
& # "- - £
: - i - i .
L i nt kb | i i
. I el ’ e ri-.--
. B " # il™ . e T -
] L s, - Ll N v mae N I
L ! "'ll'.'__ Rty . bl & Rt
- s -I- :r-"'*"-. o .'"‘ 11; o w wm
- F". -I.bI - L z ]
o = i P R ;
"F % 5 *.J- ';'::_' .!- | ....f i L} ’ _l:.. ;l.-:..:.-
By ] l-f"-.* i
l'.. - i # L - F‘— L] L y
r LT N : ‘ i
l" - : - - ’ - .- -1 ..:. " ) q
¥ L -I_'t“_ 'E . - i ]
e * o A L hy T 1
= - N e - 1 , ¥
- i " ¥ o 1 .
y b ' # ¥ e Pty
e * -1' g 1‘-{:. AL -l_“",._l- -
= . il O L] L]
=-. " ﬁl l'i- ' ¥ L R ..‘i ‘.‘!.-' B .-.: -"- h
' . L H o e = d
7 & - . . '_E‘L‘ _— .ul\_-‘t
= a ! ¥ -= 5 - =5 & Tw WEY Fl
ey i - Rk . e e
B L A e ;' e
= P | . . ® & N - e -
- .._'i:'-.'l‘ 2 - i e e T i-‘ '\-:l - i
v, H-:"“' o - Ay ’ W 4 - "
".;-'.p..,-_.." b e P Taam g - e
ol W [ = ik L
i My L S, TR . by Y N b
- ‘r-l L& S 4 1-'_... el .
5 Y e g '. H = . 5 1| &
M & LR -_‘:"“ pi S, i B . B
IIl . 4 b ]
! 15 . ': £ - w ; o : -l
r y -
o BAAET N o N T T I « eVl
L o S = M h
L= n i & . & F e [
o H 1 i it s
Yo oy " a (] T




