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EDITORIAL: 27th Congress: Little Hope for

. Muslims show the attractiveness of. Sociu|i§t idea;. and |
! - to propagate the peace-loving foreign policy of
The recent outburst of the Communist authori- the Soviet Union, and to come to grips with
ties against the indifference of Muslims to the bourgeois ideology and morality, anti-Soviet pro-
- Marxist ideology, their religious ‘superstitions’, vocations and imperialist acts of ideological
and the increase of clandestine mosques and subversion, with attempts at using religion for
Preachers, is not an isolated phenomenon. The’ anti-socialist purposes’ (Soviet Weekly, March -
; Islamic revival in the Muslim world has accele- 15, 1986). | o
 fated the authorities to suppress the uprise of The Congress was also attended by dele-
Muslims in Central Asian republics. Soviet of- gates from Soviet Muslim republics and Muslim
ficial  reports regret that there are mushroom- countries. But hardly anyone raised his voice
E |f|<e underground Muslim activists and organiza- in favour of Muslims. They also applauded the
i"ons disseminating the Islamic cultural values. resolutions passed by the Congress.
f‘ As a result, the government's anti-religious pro- _ _
 Paganda machinery has been making hectic efforts. Kazakh Students Indifferent to Marxism
| On the occasion of the 27th Congress of the Com- . -
-Munist Party of the Soviet Union, Mr. Gorbachev The new draft of the programme of the Comi
Téiterated: ‘Stagnation is simply intolerable in a munist Purty_once QL emphgsmes _ﬂ'!e mora
E“ve, dynamic and many-sided matter such as in- teachings derived from the Marxist-Leninist ideo-
"ormation, propaganda, artistic clubs, theatres, logy. But Professor D. Kshtbekov t?f Kazakhstan
 ibraties wnd mussums < in He st sphere of Academy of Science complains that in the quukh
deological, political, labour, moral and atheistic «  polytechnical institute students ha?/e. little inte-
Ef”Pbringing’- (Soviet News, FebruarY' 26, 1986). . restin philosophy and other humanities sub|ects.

iThe Congress also urged the communists ‘to For this he blames the teachers as well.

&



the Most High'.

(Source: Muslims of the Soviet East, 4, 85)

Inefficiency in Introducing the New Celebrations

On 4-5 April, 1985, there was a meeting in
the Institute of Scientific Atheism under the
Academy of Social Sciences of the Communist
party. The meeting discussed problems of reali-
zation of the Soviet celebrations. Having been
realistic the participants declared in one voice
that despite some specific progress there are
still many hurdles in the introduction of new
celebrations which could jeopardize the future
progress and success of the celebrations. In
some places new celebrations have lost their
popularity among the masses. There are many
unsolved problems regarding the propaganda and
introduction of socialist celebrations,. such as
a lack of premises for holding grand ceremonies,
the professional preparation of the organizers
and the performers of celebrations is very weak.

It was argued that the effectiveness of the
introduction of new celebrations and customs and
overthrowing religious traditions at family level
mostly depend on the one hand how deeply the
socio-psychological causes of preserving re-
ligious rites have been researched and on the
other hand, on the elimination of objective and
subjective factors of obstacles in facilitating the
ceremonies in practical life. Researchers have

- found out many reasons: preservation of religious

customs in a particular area depends on the
strength of tradition and other factors like con-
servativeness, orientation of past religious tradi-
tions, recommending the religious rites, depen-
dence of the young generation on the elders,

expecting the elders to help to look after children,

low standard of spiritual culture and participation
in social activities, indifference to the worldly
outlook, compromising and ‘conforming tendency.
It also applies to the poor orientation of cultural
and education especially in the villages, inade-
quate atheistic. propaganda run by the party and
other social organizations who fail to inculcate
the importance of new rites into the minds of the
people. L.A. Tultseva, a researcher at the Insti-
tute of Ethnography of the Academy of Science
of the USSR, holds that the growing interest of
the youth in folklore could help them to grow in
national consciousness and national distinctive-
ness which, she thinks, is a positive sign of
self-conviction. At the same time, however, she
warns that this must not give rise to nationalist
and God-seeking tendencies.

Some scientists were accused of dividing the
celebrations into popular, religious and Soviet.

But this kind of division, it was said in the

J

meeting, may .indirectly discourage the popular
ones. Ihe meeting also condemned the mass media

for not paying attention to the issue. A strong
attack was made on television and cinema. Many
films were made during the mid-70s and are now
outdated. ‘There is insufficient scientific and
popular films and slides on new celebrations,;
there is no educational films on the subject as
well.” The participants pointed out that because
people working on socialist celebrations in dif-
ferent republics and parts of the country are not
able to tell about their experience, are not well
informed about the standards and developments
of the celebration in different parts, it is urgently
required to establish an all-union scientific,
methodological and co-ordinational centre or a
council to deal with the problems of socialist

celebrations.

(Source: Naucnhy Afef;':m, 8, 85)
Introduction of Central House of Atheism

The Central House of Scientific Atheism was
built three years ago in Moscow under the manage-
ment Board of All Union Society ‘Znanie’. lts
chief task is to give scientific and methodological
help to enormous houses and cabinets in the.
areas and regions of all republics of the country.
lts base is Moscow House of Atheism. It has
specialists from all fields like sociology, medi-
cine, etc. They study the needs and problems of
different places and carry out practical atheistic
propaganda in those places. The director of the
House, Mr. |.N. Romanov, informed that the method
varies from place to place. For instance, the
one in Central Asia would differ from the one in
any other part. The House caters tor (1) yearly
conference for workers of different houses of
atheism: (2) publication of literature on atheism;
(3) definite form of propaganda in accordance

with the needs of a definite region. .
The assistant director of the House, Mr. V.F.

Markov, informed that in Moscow alone there are

200 lecturers engaged in the field, 1,500 enter-
prises and institutions are aided, about 9,000

lectures are delivered a year, 314 cycles, 46 po-
pular universities, 320 lecturing bureau, 85 ci-
nema-lecture halls, 220 evenings for question
and answer, 130 round table talks have so far

been organized.

(Source: Nauka i Religiya 9 1985)

EASTERN EUROPE:

‘Dead Marxism’ Fights ‘for Secularization in
Poland -

. The Gengru| Secretary of the Polish Society



In the institute, he notes, there are optional
courses on Marxist-Leninist ethics, aesthetics

and scientific communism. In all three courses .

more than 90 hours have been allotted for lectures.
But the attendance is very poor. According to
him, this situation can be improved if there were
more seminars and discussions, apart from the
lectures. He proposes an addition to the draft:

‘CPSU should constantly take care of the Soviet

peoples’ deep and creative mastery of Marxist-
Leninist theory - methodology of basic scienti-
fic outlook’.

Kazakhstanskaya 'Pravda, November

(Source:

22, 198)5)

Turkmen Poet Satinzes lIslam

In his poem the Turkmen national poet and
writer, Ata Salekh severely castigates the fol-
lowers of religious cults. He openly denounces
them, with special reference to Islamic religious
leaders. In his novel, Boyus Vyiti (Afraid of
Going Out), for instance, he satirizes Allah and
‘namaz’ (prayer) through his mouthpiece, the hero
of the novel, Kary. Kary, a student of Madrasah
once overslept the prayer time and did not go to
the prayer. He was questioned for not attending
the prayer and was asked if he was afraid of
Allah. He answered back disdainfully; ‘| am
afraid of Allah, that's why | have been lying down,
aofraid of going out.’ In the novel, Ata Salekh
deliberately tries to get the religious leaders
into conflict, with Kary accusing them of con-
fusing and scaring the general masses. By the
so-called heroic performance of Kary, the poet
denounces the advocates of Islam, who possess
‘empty’ spirituality. Other episodes of the novel
also undermine the Mullahs (religious persona-
lities).

In his satirical work Amazing and How the

Land Carries You, he again mocks at the Mullahs.

The story runs thus: Once a Mullah named Bally-
Mullah came to Ata Salekh and sat on a chair
which broke down: the poet then concluded that
because of the heaviness of the sins of the Mul-
lah the chair had broken down.

Ata Salekh became famous for his sharp criti-
cism of religion. There are schools, villages and
roads named after him in Turkistan and his poems

and books are widely prescribed in the educa-

tional institutions.

(Source: Komsomolets Turkmenistana, February

22, 1986)

Muslims Refrain from Alcoholism

The resolution of the Soviet communist party
‘on measures to overcome drunkenness and alco-

holism’

and other governmental decrees ‘have
outlined a wide range of all-round and well-

grouped organizational, administrative, legal and
educational measures towards firm reinforcement
and higher effectiveness to launch a fight for
anti-alcoholism.’

In Soviet society it is generally realized that
drunkenness gives rise to an unprincipled and
uncontrolled situation and takes on different
forms of trespassing and plundering. Many cri-
minal acts are done in the abnormal state of

*drunkenness.

Whatever the situation may be, it seems that
the Muslims are less affected by alcoholic pro-
blems. From the Tashkent area of Karaganda,
the brigadier of the Kolkhaz named after V.I.
Lenin informs: ‘All ceremonies, international
celebrations, fulfilment of a plan or any other
commitment about cotton growing we perform
without wine. Same is the case with marriage
and other inaugurations. We drink: tea, lemonade,
fruit juice. That's why our mothers and children
do not know misfortunes connected with drunken-
ness of husbands and fathers.’

(Sourc-e: Agitator, 14, 1985)
Conference of Official Imams in Tashkent

In the annual conference of Imams of the
mosques of Uzbekistan, last year before the month
of Ramadan, the chairman of the religious board
of Central Asia and Kazakhstan, Mr. Shamsuddin
Khan, lauded the participation of ‘the Soviet
Muslims in the world movement for peace, for
preventing the menace of war'. He praised the
government-appointed board and ‘pointed out
that the Imam-Khatybs have done a lot of work in
bringing teachings of Islam close to Muslims,
in improving Muslims' knowledge of such primary
criteria as namaz, vraza, zakat and others. They
actively delivered sermons in simple and under-
standable form for every believer.’

The deputy chairman of the same religious
board claimed that ‘in the recent years fatwas
published by the religious centres of the Soviet
Muslims showed the anti-religious essence of
superstitions taking place among some believers.
The delegates spoke of problems regarding the
internal religious activity of religious centres
represented by them, that is the problems of con-
solidating in the hearts of Muslim believers the
foundation of the religion, qualified elucidating
them the teachings of Islam according to the
demands of the Holy Qur'an and hadith by the
Prophet, may Allah bless him.

All the members of the conference praised
the works of the board and ‘wished the Religious
Board further successes and the blessings of




. The press reEort insists that ‘Afghan children
do not forget their culture and customs. Pork,

which is taboo for Muslims, has been excluded
from their diet, and children from religious fa-
milies say prayers before meals. Religious holi-

doys are observed.

(Source: New Times, Moscow, March 31, 1986)

BOOK NOTES

KABULSKIE RASSVETY (Dawn in Kabul). By
‘Nikolaev L.N. Sovetskaya Rossiya, Moscow,
1986. Pp. 172. Price: 45 Kopeiks.

This is a rather contrived story book about
the Soviet socialist imperialist policy in Afghani-
stan. The author understandably dwells on (1)
mass destruction caused by the Mujahidins; (2)
contrasts two different phases - refugees and
inhabitants under the present regime and in the
pre-April revolution period of 1978; (3) categori-
cally attacks Islam.

The writer presents the old and the young as
conservative and progressive respectively. The
youths are shown to be active in preserving the
new revolutionary trends in the country. Although
the problems are mounting, they act as defenders
of normalization, which is unmistakably Sovieti-
zation. Visits by Afghan children to the Soviet
Union for holidays, introducing them to pione-
ers’ houses in Kabul are a few examples of the
enormous Sovietization policy.

Stressing this point, Mr. Hammond (Red Flag
over Afghanistan, Westview Press, 1984, pp.
151-2), is convinced that ‘under Babrak the
Sovietization of the country has two main cha-
racteristics: (1) Soviet citizens run many of the
government offices and take the important deci-
sions; and (2) the government, the party, the mass
organizations, the educational system, and the

economy are all being remodelled to show the
Soviet pattern.’

The older generation in the family are the
parents, markedly old fashioned, rather religious.
Sarcastic comments on ladies in veil, prayers
ond the Qur'an are made frequently. Still the
outhor demands that the Afghan and Soviet so-
diers respect the Muslim holy places. Contrary
o what Mr. Monks (The Soviet |ntervention in
Afghanistan, American Enterprise Institute, 1981,
p. 15). says: ‘Devout Muslims were made to at-
tend programmes in which their religious and
tribal customs were insulted, and so on’. In the
conflict of two generations the older ones are
persuaded by the government’s promise of dis-
fributing lund, property and jobs.

Ignoring the real cause of the Mujahidins, the
author takes up some side issues of their parti-

cipation in Jihad, such as landlords being de-
jected because their lands have been confiscated
and the youths have been compelled to join the
Mujahidins, etc.

The books is rather disappointing because
it does not reflect the opinion of the majority,
The author's views are all in favour of the Karmal
regime and far from reality. It can only convince
those who are aligned with the Soviet government

and Marxist ideology.
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