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Praise for Soviet Central Asia

"An excellent collecti
. ction by outst
Soviet Central Asig - Y anding Western commentators on
—Murray Feshbach
Georgetown University

.
lim?t: g}et:;tec ;{i?;)ls, events in Ithe USSR had clearly demonstrated the
Bl e govefrn'ment s"..ablhty ta_:J trgns‘form ‘the ppuntry's non-
N t?le g nto assnrntlated, internationalist” Soviet citizens or even
e i v esired level of control over them. Those limits have beer
S y visibie in the Central Asian republics, where ethnic and religious
qitigrences, combined with the region’s deteriorating economy and despoiled
natural environment, have created an explosive. tension. Genflicts exist not
J"?iy between the center and the outlying republics but aiso among the .
ncigenous peoples and those-—mostly ethnic Russians—who have mi- :
grated to Central Asia from cther areas of the USSRH. :

This volume is designed {o provide the background necessary to 'un-
derstand Central Asia’s current situation. The contributing authors examine
Soviet policy toward the region over the past several decades, analyzing
the mechanisms through which the Communist Party has scught to achieve
its aims and assessing the resuits of those efforts within the region's
social, political, economic, demographic, and cultural contexts. Taking a
long view of the issues underlying the desire of Central Asians for local
autonomy, the contributors show how the historical salience of these
issues is now being reinforced by the central government's co-optation of
jocal resources and insensitivity to local needs.

The contributors describe how, in the changing political environment of
the Gorbachev era, Moscow has begun openly to acknowledge the costs
of its attempt to transform Central Asian society and to admit its lack of
success; this admission, in turn, is facilitating a ngwformulation Qf'i?oli(;i‘;es
gencerning Central Asia and even a devolution of decusuon_makl.ng powers.
However, in view of the recent exacerbation of longstanding rivairies and
territorial disputes among various ethnic groups, as well as the ongoing
tension between traditional Islamic values and those‘gf Sp\%}t secular life,
the contributors hold out little hope for regional stabilization in the coming

decade.
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