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THE AMIR YAKOUB KHAN AND EASTERN
TURKISTAN IN MID-NINETEENTH
CENTURY

AT a meeting of the Society on October 31, 1917, with Colonel Sir
Thomas Holdieh in the chair, the President, Colonel Sir Henrv
[rotter, read the following paper:

In the year 1873, forty-four yveurs ago, whilst emploved on Survey
duties in Kattywar, in North-West India, I received telegram fron
my Chiet, Colonel Walker, R.IE., Superintendent of the Great Trigono-
metrical Survey of India, informing me that the Indian Government
was about to despatch a political mission to the \talik Ghazi of
Yarkand—would T like to accompany it as geographer? My first act
was to send a reply in the affivinative, and v next proceeding was to
get hold of un atlas to ascertain in what part of Asia Yarkand was to
be found. I now know something more of the geography and historv
of Chinese Turkistan thar. { did then, or I wouwld not have venturad
to address vou this evening, and. although I shall be dealing with
somewhat ancient history, I hope it may not be unprofitable to attract
vour attention for a short hour frow the troubles and anxieties atten-
dant on the terrible war now raging in so many parts of the world.

The mission which left India in 1873 was under the able leader-
ship of the late Sir Douglas Lovsyvth, a verv distinguished Indian
oficial, and was said by Sir Henry Rawlinson to have been one of
the best equipped that cver left India. . »

It was composed of Colonel 1. Ii. Gordon (afterwards General Siv
Thomus Gordon) as sccond in conmnuand : Captain Chapwman, R.A., as
Scevetary  (afterwards General Sie B 0 Chapnieany o Dr. Bellow,
C.5. ] Captain John Biddulph, 19th Hussars ¢ X DC) to the Viee.
rov ) ; Dr. Stoliczka, of the Indum Geological Survey : mvself, and a
staff of native assistants, amongest whom were Resseldar M. Afzul
Khiun, of the Hth Bengal Lancers (afterwards native ACD.CLoto the
late King Edward); Nain Singh and Kishen Singh,  the Gunouns
pundits and explorers. We had also as excort twenty picked wen fron

the Froutier Corps ol Gruides.
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1 huve no time to give details of our journev over the Himalaya and
Karakorum mountuins, thirough regions which have been fully
described by lnter travellers,  Our route luy from Murree in the Punjab
via Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir, to Leh, the capital of Ladakh,
from which point the difficulties of the journey commmenced. [ give
an extract from my official report, which will give some idea of the
road from Leli to Yarkand:

" In addition to the crossing of six passes, the lowest of which is
17,600 feet above seu-level, and the highest 18,900, for a period of
twenty-three days I was never at a lower level than 15,000 feet, and
during that period the thermometer seldom rose as high as freezing-
point (32° I.), whereas at night the minimum would vary from zero
to 20° below zero.  Ifor a period of twelve davs I was never at a lower -
level than 16,300 feet, while four consecutive camping grounds were(
all over 17,000.  The highest elevation at which our tents were
pitched was at Dehira Kompas Camp, 17,890 feet above sea-level—i.¢.,
more than 2,000 feet higher than the summit of Mont Blane.

" Tankse 1s the last place on the roud where supplies are pro-
curable, and is by the shortest route 350 iiles from Sanju, the first
large village met with in Turkistan. IFor the whole of this distance
supplies of grain, both for men and horses, had to be provided in
advance, and at a great many halting places neither grass nor fire-
wood were avallable.

““The great elevation and consequent bitter cold was much aggra-
vated by frequent snow and a piercing wind blowing from morning
to night; the long, dreary marches often caused us to arrive at our
halting place long after dark; in many places ice beds blocked up the
whole road, one of which extended three miles down the Karakash
River—all combined to tryv severely both man and beast.”

[n crossing some of the worst passes the louds had all to be trans-
ferred from horses or mules to yaks (mountain oxen), wonderfully
sure-footed animals. T well recollect on one occasion, in a tight place,
when the mule I was riding floundered about so badlv I had to dis-
mount, and tried going on foot—but the ice was so slippery—with a
vawning precipice on one side of the narrow path, that I had to vield &
to advice, and mount a vak—after which the journev was compara-
tivelv pleasant. The sagacious aninal would not only use his nose as
‘a feeler, but would not plant his foot down until he had tested the
around either with his foot or lus knee—and, as a rope through his
nose was the only bridle, he was allowed to pick his own path.

In ¢rossing the Sanju, our last pass, three ponies and eight mules
lost their lives. The Yarkand envoy, Had)i Yakoub Bey, who was
accompanying us, on his return from a mission to Constantinople,
lost ten herses the same day.

But it is titne Lo hurry on to Turkistan.  The country, known at
various titnes as CChinese Tartary, Ktlsflgzlt'iu, Fastern 1Turkistan,
Chinese Turkistan, Little Bokhara, and the Land of the Six Cities.,
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may be deseribed us novast plain, some 4,000 feet above the sea at its
western extremity, and gradually sloping down as it stretches east-
ward. At Turfan, ot its eastern extrenmity, the countrv actually lies
below the level of the sea.

This plain is surrounded south, west, and novth by ranges of the
loftiest mountains in the world—to the south the Kuen Luen and the
Kurakorum range of the Himalavas—backed up by the vast table-
lands of Tibet, some 17,000 or 18,000 feet above sea-level, where in
places a traveller may journev hundreds of miles without meeting a
human soul. .

To the west the Pamir, or Kizal Yart range, with peaks up to
25,000 feet also acting as buttresses to high tablelands, peopled by
nomad Kirghiz tribes. To the north lie the Tienshan, or Celestial
mountains, of which one peuk, the Tengri Nor, to the north of Aksu,
rises to a height of 24,000 feet, in spite of which Turkistan is far more
accessible from the north and nortli-west than from west or south.

The rivers and streams from the melting snows and glaciers of
these mountains are diverted on arrival in the plains into numerous
irrigation canals, so that, instead of inereasing in bulk as thev advance
into the plain, they slowly diminish in volume. Later on they all
amalgamate and form the River Tarim, wliich ultimately flows into
Lake Lob and its surrounding marshes, some 1,000 miles east of
Kashgur. The lands irrigated by these waters may be likened to a
horseshoe, with the toe pointing west. Outside it lie these mountain
ranges, and inside is a sandy desert, covering in many places great
ruined cities and buried remains of an earlier civilization.

In this belt of irrigated land representing the horseshoe lie the
cities of Khotan, Yangi-Hissar, Yarkand, Kashgar, Aksu, Ush Turfan,
Karashar, and Turfan, with populations varving from 20 to 50,000,
all of which at the time of our visit were under the uncontested rule
of the Amir Yakoub Khan, at that time better known as the Atalik
Ghazi of Kashguar.

FFrom Tashkurghan in the mountains, eleven days' journey to the
west of Kushgar, to Turfan, on the extreme east, is a distance of over
1,000 miles as the crow ftlies. Bevond Twrfan eastward lies the
tainous desert of Gobi, where Sir I'rancis Younghusband has recorded
that he travelled for nearlv 1,000 miles without seeing a house.

In spite of the enormous extent of territory, the whole population
of Turkistan is estimated at only one and a half millions, probablv not
very much more than the population of the citv of Pekin.

The large towns are almost invariably double—i.¢., they consist of
the old native city and the Yangi-shahr, or new city, built by the
‘hinese as a residence for the Governors, the officials, and the gar-
rison ; generally from two to five miles distant from the native city,
and stronglv fortified. The smnaller fowns and villages consist of
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scattered !m:‘nluts and farm houses, surrounded by fields and orchards,
where grain and fruits of excellent quality are found in abundance.

In the larger centres n most notable feature is the weekly market,
when the outlying inhabitants bring in their country produce, laden
on horses, mules and donkeys, and take away in exchange various
manufactured 'goods—the produce of the large towns, and articles
imported from Russia or India. Everyone rides, if possible, and I
have literally often met beggars on horseback. In fact, begging is a
regular profession, curried on in a family from fatlier to son.

It 1s now time to deal with the ruler of.this vast country, and to
consider how it became possible for Yakoub Khan, a simple soldier of
fortune, not even a native of the countrv, and once an obscure func-
tionary of Khokand, to supplant the Chinese Government and become
absolute and despotic ruler of a part of their territorv extending 1,000
miles from west to east. To enable us to da so, it is necessarv to give
a brief sketch of the previous history of China.

In the first century of the Christian era, the Chinese warrior
Panchao not only conquered Kashgar, but extended his victorious arms
as far as the Caspian Sea, but in the seventh century the country was
overrun bv the Arabs fromm the west, who at one time, under their
general, Kutaiba, penetrated as far as Kucha. In the tenth century
Satuk Boghra Khan, a Tartar Prince of the Tighur Tribe, established
himself as ruler of Eastern Turkistan, embraced Islamism, and forced
his people to adopt that religion, which is that of the great bulk of the
inhabitants of Turkistan at the present dav. Boghra Khan 1s said to
have reigned for ninetv years, and his memory is greatly venerated
in the country at the present day. Early in the thirteenth century
the country fell under the rule of the famous Prester John.

Some few years later on, it was overrun and conquered by the
renowned Mongol conqueror, Djenghiz Khan (who, like Attila, has
been called The Scource of God). He became supreme ruler of the
| greater part of Asia, and is said to have raised the work of destruction
to the level of one of the Tine Arts—Kaiser Wilhelm appears to have(

adopted him as a model.
At this period the three great religions of the earth flourished side

bv side in Turkistan. The Christians represented by the Nestorians
“;erc rich and flourishing at Kashgar, while Yarkand was the seat of
o Bishop. Djenghiz Khan and his followers were Buddhists, while
the oreat bulk of the population was Mahommedan. | |
Aftor the death of Djenghiz Khan and his son Chagatai, anarchy
and confusion reigned, and the country fell under the dominion of
the Chinese Emperor, Timour Khan. In the fourteenth century
Turkistan was overrun and conquered by the second great Asiatic
conqueror, Timur-Lang, or Tamerlane, hfter whose death (a.p. 1405)
came endless confusion throuchout Asia, and constant local wars and
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Ullﬂ‘llgm of rulers, which it is needless to follow in detail. At one
period in the sixteenth century a cerbain Sultan Said invaded the
land of the Six Cities—from Dzungurin—overthrew the tyrant, King
Abu-bakar, and pursued his vietories into the Karakorum mountains,
where, during an attempt at the conquest of Tibet, he died from the
g:tIcfzb of the rarified atmospliere at a spot near the Karakorum Puss.
His title, Daulet Bey, or Lord of the State, has been given to a well-
known camping ground in this region—Duaulet Bey Ulde (the Lord of
the State died here)—and it is only two marches distant fromn the
spot in those same elevated and desolate regions where my friend
and colleugue, Dr. Stoliczka, died from the same cause on our return -
Journey to India. |

JIFor a hundred years, after Sultan Said's death, Kashgar was ruled
by the Khoju Dynasty, which had for several centuries occupied a
very promient position in Central Asin—and of whom we shall hear
more later on.” One member of the family, Hazrat Afak—whose
name is still greatly revered in the country—was at one period supreme
ruler, but was ultimately conquered by the Kalmaks from Ili. This
gave rise to a fresh invasion from China, then at the height of its
power. She conquered both countries in 1760, and maintained her
supremacy for 100 veurs—i.e., until the rise to power of Yakoub Khan,
the Atalik Ghazi.

IFor about twenty vears prior to the departure of our mission the
great Empire of China had been in a most disorganized state—the
famous Taiping Rebellion, which had for its nomninal objective the
expulsion of the Manehu Dynastv from Pekin, broke out in 1850, and
was only finally quelled fourteen vears later on by the exertions of
iny old brother officer *° Chinese Gordon ™ (afterwards Gordon of
Khartoum), at the head of the “ Ever Vietorious Army.""  This rebel-
lion originated near Canton, and at one time the whole of the wvalley
of the Yangtse Kiang River from Hankow to the sea was in the hands
of the rebels, who marched northwards to within 200 miles of Pekin,
having desolated the country wherever thev passed, and murdered
the Manchus wherever they could find them. " Unable to advance
further, the rebels had to retreat, and the movement finally collapsed
in 1864 with the fall of Nankin—the last stronghold of the Taipings.
The Chinese, us usual, took a blondyv revenge.

But the early successes of the insurgents had encouraged rebellion
clsewhere, notably amongst the Mahommedan population of Yunnan,
then a rich and flourishing province, where in 1855 disturbances
between the Punthay Moslems and the Chinese broke out in a quarrel
about mining rights. The Chinese (iovernor ordered a general mas-
sacre of the Moslems, but this was forestalled by the Panthays, and
a bloody war ensued, in which there were holocausts of vietims on
both sides, and the countrv was laid desolate, Suliman, a local
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nt)t-uhle, was proclaimed Sultan, with his capital at Talifoo, and sent
!ns Son on a mission to Kingland, and it was only in 1873 (the year
in which our mission wont to Kashgar) that the rebellion was quelled,
and ended by a genevul massacre of the Panthavs of Talifoo.

But yet another rebellion, which more nearlv concerns Kashgaria,
broke out in 1862 among the Tungani Moslems of Shensi and Kansuh,
in Western China. It gradunlly spread westward. Oorumtsi, Turfan,
and the neighbouring towns fell into rebel hands, as also nearly the
whole -of the Province of Dzungaria, or TIli, lying to the north of

Turkistan, so that the Province of Turkistan was completely cut off

from the rest of China.

The Moslemn inhabitants of Turkistan saw another opportunity of
a successful rising against Chinese authority, and they lost no time in
taking advantage of it. The first town to rise was Yarkand, where
the garrison consisted of about 6,000 Khitai or Chinese and a large
force .of Tunganis—compatriots of the rebels further east. The
- Chinese, mistrusting these latter, plotted to destroy them, but were
forestalled, and the Tunganis, assisted by the townspeople, rose, and
the 6,000 Chinese soldiers were put to the sword.

Similar risings took place at Khotan and Kashgar, where the
Governors and Chinese officials and garrisons took refuge in their
respective citadels, and maintained themselves there for a consider-
able period, but as no help could possibly arrive from China, and
there appeared no alternative but to surrender or die of hunger—the
former would as they knew involve a general massacre—so, preferring
death to dishonour, it is recorded that the Chinese Governors of these
towns, after making a lengthened but desperate resistance, surrounded
by their wives and fainilies, officials and chief officers, themselves
fired the trains which communicated with their powder muagazines,
and all perished in the explosion.

In addition to the Tunganis and the local insurgents, which included
nearlv all the Moslem inhabitants of the countrv, aid was invoked
from the Kirghiz, who inhabited the lower mountain ranges north,
west, and south of Kashgar, under the leadership of a famous chief-
tain, Sadik Bey, who was also ambitious of supreme power. Terrible
confusion ensued, and the different elements were all struggling for
supremacy, but a new factor appeared on the scene.” In 1864, about
the time of the eapture of Tashkend by the Russians, a certain Buzure
Khan Khoja, a descendant of the Khoja rulers, who had reigned on
and oft in Kashgar for many hundreds of years, on the invitation of
Sadik Bev, came from Khokand to endeavour to regain the throne of
his ancestors. Tt was by no means the first attempt of that family,
who in the ecourse of the preceding fiftve vears had made four or five
incursions with n view to recovering their own, some of which ‘had
been attended with considerable success, but had invariably ended
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In the recovery of the country by the Chinese. The last incursion
was by Wali Khun in 1857, and, while besieging Kashgar, the unfor-
tunate scientific traveller, Adolph Schlagentweit, fell into his hands,
and was cruelly murdered.

But in 1866 the Chinese were cut off on account of the ‘T'ungani
Rebellion, and the country itself was the scene of complete anarchy,
so that the prospect of success was more hopeful. Buzurg Khan was
at first accompanied by only about sixtv followers from Khokand, but
chief among them wus a certain Yakoub Khan, a native of Piskent,
near lashkend, a tried soldier of good family, who had greatly dis-
tinguished himself in 1853 in the defence of Ak-Musjid against the
Russians, and aguin in 1864 in the unsuccessful dcfence of Tashkend.
Crowds of Khokandian refugees, gradually driven away by disorders
at home, flocked to the standard of Buzurg Khan, and, by the skilful
diplomacy, good generalship, and indomitable pluck of Yakoub Khan,
the towns of Yarkand, Khotan, and Kashgar fell into his hands.
Habibula, King of Khotan, was treacherously disposed of by murder.
Buzurg Khan, who was as dissipated as he was incompetent, plotted
against the life of the too mmasterful Yakoub, who, warned: of the con-
spiracy, seized and imprisoned his nominal chief, and ultimatelv sent
him buck to Khokand, and himself assumed supreme power in the
vear 1867. After consolidating his rule in the three principal cities of
Turkistan. he marched eastward. and in two separate expeditions cap-
tured the towns of Aksu, Turfan (July, 1870), and Urumtsi; these
last two he tool from the Tungani rebels.  Yakoub was at first best
known as the Atalik Ghazi (the tutor crescentader), a title conferred
on him by the Amir of Bokhara, and in 1873, the veuar of our visit, he
received .ﬁ‘om the Sultan of Turkey the title of Amir, und corhmenced
to strike coins ut Kashear in the name of the Turkish Sultan.

This was the nionareh to whom the Torsyth Mission was accredited-
in 1873. . ,

[n 1868 the adventurous travellers Shaw and Haywm'd——t-h? former
a Kangra merchant and tea-planter—had pe-netirlated to Kashgar,
.nd had been well received by the Atalik Ghazi. Hu_ﬁ.'u'ar'd was Sl.ll-)-
sequently murdered in Yassin, but Shaw retm‘rl_led to India, and hlS
representations, and the somewhat cxaggerated ldeu:s abnu-t the possi-
bilitv of an extensive trade between India and Turkistan, rnd}lced the
Incli-ém Government to despatch Mr. FForsvth on R complimentary
mission to the Atalik, but with very precise instructlons.not- to pene-
trate ‘to the interior of the country unless J)&t'fect quiet prevailed
throughout the kingdom. On bis arrival at Yarkand, he len.}'ne_d that
the Atalik was engaged In hostilitics upon the eastern frontier, so he

- der his instructions to return to India without delay.
) nSIgo?él‘;gufl?euXﬁalik sent a very able official, Yakoub Bey Thora, to

Constantinople on a mission to the Sultan of Turkey, and as he had






