|.-
) ¥ 9
i " /
LS
] - = ]
- %’l- ‘.pl-...

e el el : : "'".1 ' ’ *
] # i - L .
’ 4 P "y
4 N o 6 A gl ol
; Ty -.‘-{l- .ll ‘}i T
o Ay g d = i
Ay fll T I‘ll-. H - ll I
¥ L 3

L |
-
l_'l

¥ - = % - - o - . o '
& i ; i : : i ._ " L 3 i .i .\: » [ - [" .. ’ i ll ! .,. |1._"..l ; =yt 5 .I ¥ . .' i 3 : _# i. ;
i e ot ke --':".' - . g A - - mre o o, ..r;"q- . el s o S, - et .~ . ; 3
¥ 0 l.-\.l .' - - L] o ” % " . & - . . { '.' i . " ..‘ " N
" ‘ -'- 3 S -r. . & L L : ¥ W g 4 F L A i 8 - -
2 & = & W s J . ) E " s ' § . )
2 i o Y L & = = & L] y " g b ;
" W :.‘ : o i = i - s gt i ok . & : A a .
‘(' ’ = ta . é : ; . . K gl ‘ - ",
= 4 o = L 3 " o % & il . g L P ) " o - "
.--_.‘..‘..,.'; ..‘-.."._1 --n. . 2 . - SF = ' '_ " wi .Il e » g Y ._-'-_.‘! r bl Fia
' i et rulkl : e 3 o T o ? e 3 o ' o * i "‘"'-ﬂi‘n'i ‘rF‘F‘L‘J W S .
G e ; - " g e e W R T e P . '
ﬁ # "y 1 i .\ﬂ - : . ) . 5 =tm . A - woel i .o "o
o "’ 1 - ~ w =F & x i'-__“_- - - . =
| " rd iy = F | - = e . £ - ..-.._h' . ‘
> - "“&ji o . it ods Fets Aitana, - B .-, -
t i . = "'.p r. - r‘:.'!l“-':# - -‘J L - . "
.E . - il R - 2

MINORITY
RIGHTS
Price £1.20 GROUP




The MINORITY RIGHTS GROUP LTD. is an international research
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® To secure justice for minority or majority groups suffering discrimination, by
Investigating their situation and publicising the facts as widely as possible, to
educate and alert public opinion throughout the world.

® To help prevent, through publicity about violations of human rights, such problems
from developing into dangerous and destructive conflicts which, when polarised, are

very difficult to resolve; and

® To foster, by its research findings, international understanding of the factors
which create prejudiced treatment and group tensions, thus helping to promote
the growth of a world conscience regarding human rights.
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From the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

by DaV|d M arsh a“ La ng adopted by the General Assembly of the United

Nations on 10th December 1948:

and Christopher J. Walker Arvicle

All human beings are born free and equal 1n dignity
and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in
a spirit of brotherhood.

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms
set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth or other status.

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the
basis of the political, jurisdictional or international
status of the country or territory to which a person
belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self
governing or under any other limitation of
sovereignty.

Article 10 )

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and
public hearing by an independent and impartial
tribunal, in the determination of his rights and
obligations and of any criminal charge against him.

Article 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through any
media and regardless of frontiers.

Article 20
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful
assembly and association.

(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an
associlation.
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INTRODUCTION

.

Between 1895 and 1920, the Armenian problem was con-
stantly in the news headlines. The massacres perpetrated
by Sultan Abdul Hamid in 1894-1896, and then by the
Young Turk regime between 1915 and 1918, aroused
horror comparable with later world reaction to Hitler’s
treatment of the Jews. Adolf Hitler himself was publicly
to extol the genocide of the Armenians, and ordered his
troops invading Poland in 1939 to behave as the Ottoman
Turks had done in 1915. The Fiihrer declared: ‘I have
given orders to my Death Units to exterminate without
mercy or pity men, women and children of the Polish-
speaking race. It is only in this way that we can acquire

the living room we need. After all, who today remembers
the extermination of the Armenians?’

The victorious Allies in 1919 made grandiose declarations
about the establishment of a free and independent
Armenia, which was to rise upon the ruins of the ancient
homeland in eastern Anatolia and Transcaucasia. None

of their promises was fulfilled. Why was this? Among the
reasons may be cited the complete extermination of the
original Armenian population over some three quarters of
the affected territory; the war-weariness of the Allied
powers; the eclipse of President Woodrow Wilson and the
growth of American isolationism; and above all, the agree-
ment concluded in 1920 by two political ‘outcasts’, Kemal
Ataturk and V.I.Lenin, to carve up Armenia’s traditional

homeland between them, to the exclusion of the Western
‘Imperialist’ powers.

For nearly half a century after the First World War,

the Armenian Question was relegated into the background.
The dynamic personality of Kemal Atatiirk (d.1938) domi-
nated the Turkish scene. Many foreign observers welcomed

the prospect of a regenerated Turkey, and were happy to

bury gloomy memories of past racial discord. Turkey was
neutral in the Second World War, for which the Western
Allies were profoundly grateful.

Stalin the Georgian, with his Armenian lieutenant

A.l. Mikoyan, was content for the time being to build up
a national home for the Armenians within the cramped
frontiers of the Armenian S.S.R. During the past half
century, the Soviet government has been very cautious
about encouraging revanchist or irredentist tendencies,
either within Soviet Armenia, or among the émigré
communities. The main exception to this policy was
Stalin’s 1945 campaign to annex Kars and Ardahan, in
conjunction with a parallel drive to take over most of

Persian Azerbaijan and Kurdistan. When Armenians demon-

strated in Erevan in 1965, during the 50th anniversary of
the 1915 genocide, many were rounded up by the Soviet

police and sent to labour camps for a few months. In 1976,

Mr. Kosygin reaffirmed that the Soviet Union has no
territorial claim on Turkey.

The importance of Turkey in NATO and CENTO means
that the ‘Balkanization’ of this country through the

2

detachment or local autonomy of its Armenian and
Kurdish areas is viewed without sympathy by the USA
and its allies. Since the Second World War it has suited
Western interests to keep Turkey’s eastern provinces
empty and desolate as a ‘buffer zone’, rather than see
them repopulated with Armenians on friendly terms
with their brethren in the Armenian S.S.R.

Talaat Pasha, Turkey’s Minister of the Interior during
most of the First World War, and chief architect of the
1915 massacres, expressed the hope that his solution of
the Armenian problem, if not permanent, would last for
at least half a century. This proved quite a good estimate.
Outside Istanbul itself, none of the descendants of

the million and a half Armenian victims has been resettled
in present-day Turkey. Symbolically, one of the main
thoroughfares in Ankara today is named Talat Paga Bulvar.
After the cataclysm of 1915-1918, it was bound to take
at least two generations before the scattered Armenians of
the diaspora recovered their poise and their sense of
national unity. During the past two decades, we have seen
a revival of Armenian self-confidence in many areas of
the world. Several political events have provoked the now
resurgent Armenians to a revived sense of protest and
grievance. Among these events we may cite the occasional
murderous attacks on Christian minorities in the streets
of Istanbul (notably on 6 September 1955), and Turkish
excesses committed against Armenians in Cyprus in 1963,
and again during the invasion of 1974.

* %k 3k ok

In this Report, the joint authors have tried to put this
serious and as yet unresolved minority problem of the
Armenians into some kind of perspective. Neither of us
has any axe to grind; nor has either of us any Armenian
blood or family connection. Both of us have travelled
extensively in various parts of Armenia. Lang was in
Tabriz (Persian Azerbaijan) from 1944 to 1946, and
visited the Iranian foothills of Mount Ararat; he explored
Soviet Armenia in 1966 and 1968. Walker visited Turkish
Armenia, including Van, Aghtamar, Kars and Ani in
1971, also Soviet Armenia in the same year. We have
attempted to be strictly factual and objective in our
approach to this tragic and important minority question.
It may be that our approach will seem too cold-blooded
to some readers, while our Turkish friends may find it
too pro-Armenian. Some of the other Reports in this
MRG series concern themselves almost entirely with con-
temporary or recent events of the last ten years or so.

We have felt it necessary in this one to dwell also on more
ancient events and issues. This is partly because the
Ottoman ‘final solution’ to the Armenian problem was
put into effect more than sixty years ago, and partly
because Turkish propagandists have constructed elaborate,
and quite fanciful, theories to prove that the Turks

(who, of course, settled in Turkey from Central Asia
some ten centuries ago) are really the descendants of the
original inhabitants of Armenia and Asia Minor. Many
people have been taken in by these Turkish claims, and
we feel it necessary to re-state some of the facts, based on
historical and archaeological research.



Part One:
THE ARMENIAN PEOPLE

Armenia

The Armenian homeland, known historically as Great
Armenia, comprises a very large area of mountainous
country including most of eastern Anatolia. If we take

the western boundary as situated between Kharput and
Malatya in Turkey, and the eastern boundary between
Khoi in Persian Azerbaijan, and the Soviet Karabagh, this
makes a distance of over 450 miles ‘as the crow flies’.
From Armenia’s northern border between Ardahan and
Lake Sevan, southwards to the traditional frontier with
Kurdistan, below Lake Van, measures some 250 miles.
Allowing for the country’s irregular shape, we arrive at
an area of not less than 100,000 square miles.

The revised Encyclopaedia of Islam includes within
‘historical Armenia’ — the Arminiyya of the Arab Abbasid
geographers — much of present-day Kurdistan, including
the Hakkiari country. According to that authority, Great
Armenia takes in all land between longitudes 37° and 49°
East, and latitudes 37.5° and 41.5° North. This Encyclo-
paedia estimates a total area for Arminiyya of about
300,000 square kilometres, or 115,000 square miles. Lesser
Armenia during the Middle Ages was a district of north-
western Armenia, adjoining what is now the strategic
Turkish city of Erzinjan. During the Crusades, there existed
an important Armenian kingdom in Cilicia, around the
Gulf of Alexandretta, and including St.Paul’s birthplace

of Tarsus. This kingdom was ruled by the Armenian

dynasty of the Rupenids, and then by the French Lusignans.

[t fell to the Mamluks of Egypt in 1375. Cilicia is also

known as ‘Little Armenia’;it included the modern city of
Adana.

Soviet Armenia today takes in only 10% of the territory of
ancient Great Armenia, comprising 29,800 square kilo-
metres. Within the Soviet Union, several Armenian ethnic
areas are enclosed as enclaves within the Azerbaijan SSR,
the most important one being the mountainous Karabagh,
which has traditionally been 85% Armenian.

Modern maps of Turkey exclude all mention of Armenia.
The area once known as Turkish Armenia is divided up
into Turkish administrative districts, and old Armenian
place names are replaced by Turkish forms. All mention
of ‘Turkish Armenia’ is strictly prohibited.

Parts of Armenia, notably the River Araxes valley, and the
Van district, are incredibly fertile and beautiful. This

gives some encouragement to the view that Armenia was
the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden. However, this
description applies to less than a quarter of Armenia’s
overall territory. Far from being a ‘land of milk and honey’,
the larger part of Armenia is virtually uninhabitable. The
landscape is cut up by enormous mountains, many being
extinct volcanoes over 10,000 feet high. Armenia’s highest
peak, Mount Ararat, rises to 17,000 feet. The average
height of the Armenian plateau is over 5,000 feet. This
windswept region has a harsh climate, winter continuing for
seven months, and the short, dry summer being only three
months long. A typical Armenian town, such as Leninakan,
on the Soviet/Turkish border, stands 5,078 feet above

sea level, and has an average winter temperature of 12°F,
(—11°C). Armenia is often shaken by destructive earth-
quakes. The Varto area and adjoining regions west of Lake

Van have been severely affected during the 1960s and 1970s.

Transport is poor throughout much of the area. There are

Who are the Armenians?

few navigable rivers, though boats can sail on Lakes Van
and Sevan. During the past decade, a rail link between
Istanbul and Tehran has been established, via Lake Van,
and the trunk road between Tabriz and Erzerum has been
improved for heavy lorries and bus traffic. The transport
situation is best in Soviet Armenia. Direct air service

by Aeroflot links Erevan with Moscow every few hours,
and there is also direct contact with Tbilisi, Leningrad and
even Beirut. Mainline railway services operate between
Erevan and Baku, and Erevan and Thbilisi, and thence to
Russia. A new branch was built from Erevan up to Lake
Sevan some ten years ago, and modern electric trains

run at frequent intervals.

Armenia is quite rich in precious and semi-precious metals
and minerals. However, there is little or no oil. In Soviet
Armenia, great strides have been made in harnessing

the waters of the River Razdan (or Hrazdan) for hydro-
electric schemes.

A particularly hard fact of geography is Great Armenia’s
lack of access to the sea. Being cut off from Russia by the
main Caucasus Range, Armenia’s nearest maritime outlets
are such ports as Trebizond in Turkey, Batumi in Georgia,
and Baku in Azerbaijan. From 1080 to 1375 A.D., the
Cilician kingdom of Armenia had direct access to the
eastern Mediterranean through several excellent ports, but
this was only temporary. Otherwise Armenia is entirely
landlocked, and has always suffered from this fact both
economically and politically.

Although they speak an Indo-European language, the
Armenians are descended from ancient tribes who inhabited
their traditional homeland in Eastern Anatolia since pre-
historic times. There is a remarkable archaeological record
of continuous human occupation of the region around
Mount Ararat, since the Old Stone Age. To this extent, the
Biblical legend of Noah’s Ark reflects historical reality,
especially as a number of animals and birds, and useful
plants, have developed from prototypes still extant in
Transcaucasia. Anthropologists distinguish a special
‘Armenoid’ physical type — rather short and compact, often
with a flat back to the head, and a prominent, bulbous nose.

Over a thousand years B.C., Armenia became dominated

by a people known as the Urartians. ‘Urartu’ is actually the
same name as Ararat, in the Assyrian language. The Urar-
tians founded an important kingdom, based on the city of
Van, where their ruined palaces and castles exist even
today. Around 600 B.C., Urartu was overrun by various
invaders, among whom were the Scythians, the Medes
(ancestors of the present-day Kurds), and some people
calling themselves "Hayasa’, who came from Central Ana-
tolia, close to the old Hittite state. The Armenians of today
call their land Hayastan, and their legendary ancestor, Haik.
The ancient inhabitants of Armenia/Urartu did not die

out, but became mingled with these invading elements.
Though retaining much of their old ethnic identity, they

adopted a new language, which is a distinctive member
of the Indo-European group.

Persian and Greek sources begin to speak of ‘Armina’ and
"Armenians’ from about 500 B.C. They were known under
these names to the Great Kings Darius and Xerxes of
Persia, and to the Father of History, Herodotus. We can
thus attest continuous occupation by the Armenian nation
of the land known as ‘Great Armenia’ and adjoining
districts, from well before 500 B.C. until the annihilation
of virtually all the community living in eastern Turkey







