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The MINORITY RIGHTS GROUP LTD. is an international research
and information unit registered in Britain as an educational

trust under the Charities Act of 1960. Its principal aims are —

® To secure justice for minority or majority groups suffering discrimination, by
investigating their situation and publicising the facts as widely as possible, to
educate and alert public opinion throughout the world.

® To help prevent, through publicity about violations of human rights, such problems
from developing into dangerous and destructive conflicts which, when polarised, are

very difticult to resolve; and

® To foster, by its research findings, international understanding of the factors
which create prejudiced treatment and group tensions, thus helping to promote
the growth of a world conscience regarding human rights.

The Minority Rights Group urgently needs further funds for its work. Please contribute
what you can. MRG is eligible to receive a covenant if you prefer.
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The report that follows has been commissioned, and is published, by the Minority Rights Group as a
contribution to public understanding of the problem which forms its subject. It does not necessarily
represent, in every detail and in all its aspects, the collective view of the Group.

For details of the other reports published by the
Minority Rights Group, please see the back cover.
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From the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,

adopted by the General Assembly

of the United Nations
on 10th December 1948:

Article ]

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in
this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the
political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or
territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent,
trust, non-self governing or under any other limitation of
sovereignty.

Article 10
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing
by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination

of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against
him.

Article 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression;:
this right includes freedom to hold opinions without inter-
ference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of frontiers.

Article 20

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly
and association.

(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association.




THE BIHARIS IN BANGLADESH

The predicament of the Bihari community in Bangladesh contains
some of the ingredients of classical tragedy. Although there is still
time to work out a solution, there seems a frightening atmosphere
of inevitability about the festering situation in which they are
poised, together with a danger that the Biharis’ own pessimism may
prove to be a self-fulfilling prophecy. If a disaster occurs, the world
cannot claim it has not received advance warning. Remedial action,
however, i1s yet possible; and the total number involved is far small-
er than that of the refugees from Bengal during the war. Pakistan,
India and Bangladesh all share the responsibility to find a construc-

tive outcome, though international assistance can help to bring this
about.

Mahatma Gandhi, who did all he could to stop the earlier
communal slaughter in Bihar at the time of Partition, declared
that civilisation is to be judged by its treatment of minorities. The
tragedy of the Biharis is that no country is anxious to have
the remaining ones who have not yet been settled. Their dilemma
is compounded by their lack of any political leverage or allies.
Their only hope is by appealing to humanitarian concemn.

Twice over an attacked minority which supported the losing side,
the Biharis’ own morale is now so low that they themselves are
making little effort to solve their problems. Some of them have
greeted outside visitors with the request “Give us poison”.
Nevertheless, many Biharis have middle-class skills which, once
they come to terms with their changed situation and the present
bitterness fades, could enable them to play useful parts in society.
Indeed, in this respect — as also in their knowledge of how to
seek international sympathy — they are better placed than many
other minorities in the world.

B.W.







