“— B B B BN

SRS $ A T N e————

e

I

i
lll "”

i |||I

L

|

]
|

ISSN No: (0266-4143

ho

The Central Asian Newsletter

VOLUME 5, No |

Recent Publications: Books

Sowjetunion 1984/85. Ereignisse, Prob-
leme, Perspektiven, Carl Hanser Verlag
Munchen Wein, 1985, 386 pp.

Balykov, Sandzhi, Devichya chest’ (A
Maiden’s Honor). Germany, 1983, 236
pp. Historical novel by the only Kalmyk
writer in emigration, with introduction by
A. Avtorkhanov.

Balykov, Sandzhi, Silnee vlasti (Stronger
than the Authorities). Germany, 1976,
137 pp. Sixteen stories and one legend.
The stories mainly describe the life of the
Don Kalmyks during the 1914-1920

pernod.

Djavadi, Abbasali, Phonologie des Per-
sischen, Emeryville, CA: Albany Press,

Middle Eastern Series 7, 1984, 1n
German.
Mohammad Kheir Haghandoqa, The

Circassians, Amman: Rafidi Print, Jan-

Recent Publications: Periodicals

FEBRUARY 1986

Yurter, F.K., “The Plight of the Crimean
Tatars: An Update,” Islamic Horizons,
vol. 14, no. 4, pp. 5-14.

“H_c.w Moscow makes the most of its
Asian empire,” Arabia, vol. 5, no. 51:
November 1985, pp. 34-35.

Paks_oy, H.B., “The Traditional Oglak
Tartis Among the Kirghiz of the Pamirs,”

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, no.
2, 1985, pp. 174-176.

Izgi, Dr. Ozkan, “Tatar Adi Hakkinda",
Emel, no. 147, March 1985, pp. 11-20.

Scrafeddin, Yahya, “Kirim Tatarlarinin
Turku ve Danslari”, Emel, no. 147,
March 1985, pp. 3-10.

McPherson, C.C., *“Pakistan'da ve

Turkiyc'de Afganli Multcciler - Bugunku
Durumlari™, Turk Dunyasi, no. 38, Ekim
1985, pp. 128-147.

“Official Islam in Afghanistan™. Keston

P.O. BOX 131, OXFORD OXI1 2NJ, UK.

uary 1985, 230 pages, with numerous
illustrations. The book gives a history of
the Circassian settlement in Jordan, their
contribution to the political and military
life of the country. It lists over 1000
names of Circassian families with refer-
ences to the publications (mostly in
Russian) which mention these families.
The book also provides a list of Cir-
cassian and Chechen families in Jordan
and their places of settlement.

La Guerre d’Afghanistan. Intervention
Soviétique et Résistance. Sous la direction
de André Brigot et Olivier Roy, Paris
1985, 144 pp., including maps and tables.
La Documentation Francaise, collection
“Notes et Etudes Documentaires”. Chap-
ters include “L’Afghanistan avant l'inter-
vention soviétique™:

— L'Afghanistan de 1919 a 1973;

— De linstauration de la Republique a
I'invasion soviétique (1973-1979);

— Les expérience soviétiques de guerres
musulmanes;

News Service. no. 239. 28 November

1985, p. 13.

Vermaat, J.A. Emerson, “The World
Council of Churches and the Afghanistan

Crisis 1980-1984", Conflict Quarterly, vol.
V, no. 3, Summer 1985, pp. 5-18.

H.B., “Alpamis ve

Paksoy,

Sayi 403/ Temmuz 1985, p. 619.

Esposito, John L., “Islamic Revivalism™,
The Muslim World Today, Occasional

Paper no. 3, American Institute for

Islamic Affairs., School of International
Service, The American University.

“Keeping the Peace with the Neighbors™,
(focus on Central Asia), Arabia, vol. 4,
no. 48, August 1985, pp. 49-51.

“The Position of Kazakhs in the Occupa-
tional Structure”. Arabia, vol. 4, no. 48,

August 1985, pp. 50-51 (the second of

four in-depth articles by Janice Baker
examining Sovict communist policy and
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Bamsi
Beyrek: 1ki Ad, Bir Destan™, Turk Dill,

EDITOR: MARIE BROXUP

“Le Conflit”:

— Chronologie des combats;

— L’armée soviétique en Afghanistan;

- La politique de “pacification” sur le
terrain;

“La Résistance”:

— La société civile dans la guerre;

— Les partis politiques de la Résistance;

“Les Conséquences du Conflit™:

— La dimension centre-asiatique d’une
guerre en Afghanistan;

— L’Afghanistan vu de Moscou;

— Les aspects diplomatiques et régionaux.

Tiwari, J.G., Muslims Under the C:zars
and the Soviets, Lucknow: Academy of
Islamic Research and Publications, 1984.

Gilani, ljaz J., The Four ‘R’s of Afghan-
istan (Refugees, Resistance, Regime,
Russia), Pakistan Institute of Public
Opinion, 39 pp. A study of Pakistani-
Afghan relations and their impact on
foreign policy attitudes in Pakistan.

i ——— e i ———e e

industrialisation and social change in
Kazakhstan between 1917 and 1940).

“Nothing Lies Like Statistics”, Arabia,
vol. 4, no. 49. September 1985, pp. 53-
54 (on Bulgarian persecution of Turkic
minorities).

“Soviet Cultural Policies in Kazakhstan™
Arabia, vol. 4, no. 49, September 1985,
pp. 54-55 (the third of four in-depth
articles by Janice Baker on Soviet policy
in Kazakhstan).

Morrison. Peter. “Islam in Xinjiang™,
Religion in Communist Lands. vol. 13,
no. 3. Winter 1985. pp. 244-249.

Ritter. William S.. “The Final Phase in
the Liquidation of Anti-Soviet Resistance
in Tadzhikistan: Ibrahim Bek and the
Basmachi, 1924-31%, Soviet Studies, vol.

XXXVIL no. 4. October 1985, pp. 484-
493,

Slider. Darrell. *A Note on the Class
Structure of Sovict Nationalities™. Soviet
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Stedies. vol. NNXXVIL, no. 4, October
1985, pp. S35-540.

Sved Riffat Hussain, “The Political
Economy of Soviet-Afghanistan Rela-
tions in the Brezhnev Era: A Framework
for Analysis™, Strategic Studies, vol. V111,
Spning 1983, no. 3. pp. 47-66.

Voice of Solidarity, no. 107, July 1985,
features articles by George Miller, “A

Radio Liberty Research Bulletins

“Uzbek Believer Recants and Denounces
‘False Mullahs’ ”, RL 324-85, 9 October
1985.

Sheehy, Ann, “Slav Elected First Sec-
retary of Tashkent City Party Commit-
tee,” RL 333/8S5, 3 Octaber 1985.

Reese, William, “Antireligious Propa-
ganda in Azen Press in Time for
Muharram™, RL 334/85, 30 September

1985.

“Three Recent Conferences on the
Turkic Peoples”, RL 344/85, 23 October
1985.

Sheehy, Ann, “Gorbachev’s New Propa-
ganda Chief a Cntic of Russian
Nationalists”, RL 357/85, 31 October
1985.

Sheehy, Ann, “The New Edition of the

Recent Soviet Publications: Books

Abylgaziev, V.1., Krakh politicheskogo
banditizma (Na materialakh Kirgizii)
(The Failure of Political Banditism
[Based on Materials from Kirghizial),
Frunze, Kyrgyzstan, 1984, 96 pages.

Aliev, S.M., Neft' i obshchestvenno-
politicheskoe razvitie Irana v XX v. (Oil
and the Societal-Political Development of
Iran in the 20th Century), Moscow:
Nauka, 1985, 302 pages, 1500 copies.
From the USSR Academy of Sciences
Institute of Oriental Studies.

Mesto  religii v  obshchestvenno-
politicheskoi zhizni stran Blizhnego i
Srednego Vostoka (The Place of Religion
in the Social-Political Life of the Coun-
tries of the Near and Middle East),
edited by Z.Z. Abdullaev and others In
the Azerbaijan State Institute named for
S.M. Kirov. Baku: 1985, 86 pages, 500
copies, title and part of the text in Azeri
as well as Russian.

Shulembaev, K. Sh., Ateizm ( nravstven-
nii progress (Atheism and Moral Pro-
gress), Alma-Ata: Znanie Society of the
KazSSR, 1984, 31 pages, 1850 copies.

Soviet Soldier's Lot", pp. 20-22, and an
“Interview  with  Estonian  Soldier on
Leave™, pp. 19-20, reprinted from the
Estonian samizdat journal Izekiri. The
interview gives an interesting isight into
the life of Soviet soldiers in Afghanistan
and on ethnic relations within the Sowviet
army, especially regarding Soviet Central
Asians.

Party Program and the National Ques-
tion”, RL 366/85 29 October 1985.

“Kirgiz Party Chief Usubaliev Retires™,
RL 368/85, 7 November 1985.

“Personnel Changes in Uzbek Literary
Elite”, RL 381/85, 20 November 1985.

Kruzhin, Peter, “A New Cadres Policy in
the Soviet Army?”, RL 388/85, 19 Nov-
ember 1985.

Brown, Bess, “Pravda Crticizes Agn-
culture in Turkmenistan™, August 29,

1985, RL 292/85.

Nahaylo, Bohdan, “Afghanistan — No
Longer ‘Foreign Soil’?”, September 11,
1985, RL 306/85.

Trehub, Aaron, “Afghanistan: Portents
of the Apocalypse?”’, September 11, 1985
RL 307/85.

Trehub, Aaron, “Afghanistan: ‘No Such

Mirrakhimov, M. Prazdnik Navruz (The
Holiday of Nowruz), Dushanbe: Irfon,
1985, 29 pages, 2000 copies.

Madzhidov, R. M., Sotsialisticheskii
obraz zhizni i ateizm (The Socialist Way
of Life and Atheism), Dushanbe: Irfon,
1984, 30 pages, 4000 copies, in Tajik.

Istochniki i istochnikovedenie i kul'tury
Bashkirii (Sources and Source Study and
the Culture of Bashkiria) (collection of
articles), Ufa: BFAN SSSR, 1984. Edited
by R.M. lusupov and others, associated
with the Bashkir branch of the Academy
of Sciences Institute of History,
Language and Literature, and the South-
ern Urals Department of the Archeo-
logical Commission of the USSR
Academy of Sciences. 100 pages, 400
copies.

Sovremennye kul’turno-bytovye protsessy
v Dagestane (Contemporary Cultural-
Lifestyle Processes in Daghestan) (collec-
tion of articles), chief editor A.l. Islam-
magomedov, Makhachkala: B. 1., 1984.
152 pages, 300 copies. From the Dag-
estan branch of the USSR Academy of
Sciences Institute of History, Language
and Literature named for G. Tsadasy.

2

Dogu Turkistanin Sesi (Voice of Eastern
Turkistan), vol. 2, no. 5, August 1985,
includes the following articles (among
others): Allahverdi, Mchmet, “Eastern
Turkistan or Sinkiang?", pp. 39-44: and
Saray, Mchmet, “Turkish Officers Sent to
Kashgar in 1874, pp. 45-48.

Thing as a Stranger’s Misfortune’ , Scp-
tecmber 17, 1985, RL 309/85.

Reese, Wilham, *“Some Counterpropa-

ganda Themes in the Azerbaijam Press”,
September 12, 1985, RL 303/85.

Wishnevsky, Julia, “The War in Afghan-
iIstan in Samizdat”, RL 236/85, July 22,
1985.

Wise, Sallie. “The Soviet Public and the
War in Afghanistan. Perceptions, Prog-
noses, Information Sources”, RFE/RL

Soviet Arca Audience and Opinion Re-
search, AR 4-85, June 1985, 39 pp.

Brown, Bess, “The Clean-Up Campaign
Comes to Kazakhstan”, Radio Liberty
Research, RL 265/85, August 12, 1985.

Kruzhin, Peter, “The Transcaucasian
Military Exercises”, RL 266/85, August

14, 1985.

Problemy sotsial’no-ekonomicheskogo i
etno-demograficheskogo razvitiia narodov
Kazakhstana  (Problems. of  Socio-
Economic and Ethno-Demographic
Development of the Cities of Kazakh-
stan), chief editor Zh. K. Kasymbaev and
others, Alma-Ata: KazPI, 1985, 101
pages, 500 copies, part of the text in
Kazakh. A thematical collection of the
works of professional-instruction staff at
the VUZy of the Ministry of Education
of the Kazakh SSR.

Abdullaev, Sh., Nauchno-tekhnicheskaia
revoliutsiita i islam (The Scientific-
Technological Revolution and Islam),
Dushanbe: Irfon, 1984, 45 pages, 2000
copies, in Tajik.

Saidov, N. Kh., Za nastupatel'ny: ateizm
(For Aggressive Atheism), Tashkent:
Uzbekistan, 1984, 111 pages, 5000 copics,
in Uzbek.

K probleme natsii i natsional’nykh
otnoshenii (On the Problem of Nations
and National Relations) (collection of
articles), chief editor B. Kh. luldashbaev
with others, Ufa: BGU, 1984, 145 pages,
800 copies. From the Bashkir State



Institute named for the 40th Anniversary
of October.

Valikhanov, Ch. Ch.,  Sobranic
sochinenii: 'V 5-ti t. (Collected Works in
Five Volumes) chicl cditor A, Kh.
Margulan with others, biographical note
by A. Margulan, Alma-Ata: Kazakh.
Sovetskaia Entsiklopediia, 1984, The first
volume has 431 pages with parts of the
text in Kazakh and Urdu. There are also
reminiscences of Ch. Ch. Valikhanov and

a bibliography. 15000 copics.

Davletshin, K.D., Sotsialisticheskii obraz
2hizni i svoboda sovesti (The Socialist
Way of Life and Frecdom of Con-
science), Kazan': Tatar. kn. izd-vo, 1984,
129 pages, 3300 copies, in Tatar.

Mezhidov, D.D., Matveev, Iu. ., and
B.A. Kodzoev, Internatsionalizatsiia

obshchestvennoi zhizni i preodolenie

-

Soviet Publications for Afghanistan

Aksiutin, Iu., Martynchuk, S., V.L
Lenin. Stranitsy bor’by. (V.I. Lenin.
Pages in the Struggle), APN, 40000
copies in Dari, 15000 in Pashto, first
quarter of 1985. “A short essay 1n
popular form on the life and activities of
the founder of the Soviet government,
V.I. Lenin, with the wide use of the
reminiscences of contemporaries on the
leader, and his correspondence.”

lakovlev, E., Den’ i zhizn’ (Shtrikhi k
portretu V.I. Lenina) (Day and Life.
Strokes in a Portrait of V.I. Lenin),
APN| first quarter of 1985, 5000 copies in
Dari. “A present-day publication contain-
Ing some essays which reflect the person-
ality traits of V.I. Lenin, the unrepeat-
able peculiarities of the moral outlook of
the leader - the greatest revolutionary,
the perspicacious politician, the whole
and selfless person.”

Karpushin, V., Povarkov, la., Osnovy

Samizdat Publications

Voice of Solidarity No. 108-9, August-
September 1985, carries an article by
Taras Kuzio, “Soviet Opposition to the
Occupation of Afghanistan,” which con-
tains various appeals and open letters by
opposition and religious groups (such as
the Ukrainian Catholic Church) in the
USSR, pp. 202-22. One letter by a
Russian opposition activist, A. Sabarov
(Moscow), is particularly interesting.
Here are some abstracts: “In general, the
atmosphcre in the Eastern republics cre-
ated apprchension among thinking
pcople in Moscow. According to obser-
vers, on the strects of towns in the

perezhitkov  proshlogo v Chechno-
Ingushetii (The Internationalization of
Social Life and the Overcoming of
Vestiges of the Past in  Chechno-
Ingushetia), Groznyi: Chech.-Ing. kn.
izd-vo, 1984, 55 pages, 2000 copies.

Mukhamedberdyev, K.B., Lenin i narody
khorezmskogo oazisa: Voprosy istoril,
istoriografii i istochnikovedeniia pere-
khoda k sotsializmu (Lenin and the
Pcoples of the Khorezm Oasis: Questions
of History, Historiography and Source
Study of the Transition to Socialism),
Nukus: Karakalpakistan, 1982, 201
pages, 3000 copies.

Rakhimov, M.U., Istoriia Fergany (The
History of Ferghana), Tashkent: Fan,
1984, 129 copies, 2410 pages.

Suleimenov, R.B., Moiseev, V.A.,
Chokan  Valikhanov - vostokoved

politicheskikh znanii (The Bases ot Polit-
ical Knowledge), APN, third quarter of
1985, 40000 copies in Dari, 15000 in
Pashto. “Eminent soviet scholars explain
In a popular manner the bases of Marxist-
Leninist philosophy, political economy,
and scientific communism. The reader is
also acquainted with the theory and
practice of the contemporary world revol-
utionary process.”

Korchagina, M., Sorokina, E., Zhensh-
chiny v sovremennom mire (Women in
the Contemporary World), APN, second
quarter of 1985, 20000 copies in Dari.

Popov, lu., Sortsialisticheskaia orientatsiia
— forma perekhoda k sotsializmu (Social-
Ist Orientation — the Form of Transition
to Socialism), APN, third quarter of
1985, 30000 copies in Dar.

Dmitrenko, V., NEP: razrabotka 1
osushchestvlenie (NEP: Elaboration and
Implementation [NEP = New Economic
Policy, put into practice by new Soviet

(Chokan Valikhanov -~ Orientalist),
Alma-Ata: Nauka (KazSSR), third quar-
ter of 1985, 3000 copices. The book sheds
light on the life and multi-faceted scien-
tific activities of the great Kazakh scholar

and educator, Ch. Valikhanov (1835-

1865), and his contribution to the
development of Russian and world Ori-
ental studies. The edition is illustrated
with rare photographs and drawings.

Mirzamukhamedov, M., Ezeev, B.,
Klassiki musul’manskoi kul’tury i sovre-
mennost’ (Classics of Muslim Culture and
the Present), APN, third quarter of 1985,
20,000 copies, in Arabic. This brochure
contains the history of monuments to
Muslim culture in the republics of the
Soviet Union, the government’s concerns
about their preservation, the system for
studying the legacies of great scholars,
poets, and artists of past centuries.

government in the early 1920’s]), APN,
fourth quarter of 1985, 30000 copies in
Dan.

Selunskaia, V., Tetiushev, V., Pravda i
vymysly o kollektivizatsii v SSSR (The
Truth and Fabrications about Collectiv-
ization in the USSR), APN, third quarter
of 1985, 30000 copies in Dari, 12000 1n
Pashto.

Kolesov, N., Politicheskaia ekonomiia
sotsializma Voprosy i otvety (The Polit-
ical Economy of Socialism. Questions
and Answers), APN, first quarter of
1985, 20000 copies 1n Darn.

Vneshniaia politika SSSR: voprosy i
otvety (The Foreign Policy of the USSR:
Questions and Answers), APN, second
quarter of 1985, 30000 copies in Dar.

Umanskii, L., Narody SSSR: tsifry i fakty
(Peoples of the USSR: Figures and
Facts), APN, fourth quarter of 1985,
40,000 copies in Dan.

regions close to the Iranian border graffiti
has started to appear saying ‘we are
filling our irrigation ditches with Russian
blood.’ There are especially strong anti-
Russian attitudes among young people.
Understandably, this does not create
sympathy in Moscow, even among those
who have very critical attitudes to the
regime . . . As far as the war in Afghan-
istan is concerned, the main source of
information is the soldiers, serving their
term in ‘the restricted contingent’ . ..
For the time being, propaganda here is
still effective, but it seems to me that
already there is a wider dissemination of
information on subjects about Afghan-
istan . . . Curiously, a deeper interest in
this sort of problem is starting to appear

3

amongst the intelligentsia in the pro-
vinces. For example, the editor-in-chief
of one of the provincial printing houses
expressed directly to me a precise appre-
ciation of events ... By the way, for
service 1n Afghanistan at present the
authorities carry out a special selection.
First of all thg send people there ‘for
service’, that is, those who in the opinion
of the police recommended themselves as
drunken fools and those of similar inclin-
ations . . . Those called up from Moscow
and Leningrad as a rule are not sent to
Afghanistan. However, the majority of
the units for Afghanistan are Russian.™

This letter was first published in Possev
in March 1985.
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Recent Publications:
Article Abstracts

Tolstova, L.S., “*Natsional’ nosmeshannye
braki u sel'skogo naseleniia Karakalpak-
skoi ASSR™ (Nationally Mixed Marnages
and the Rural Population ot the Karakal-
pak ASSR). Sovewskaia Emografiia, no. 3,
1985, pp. 64-72.

Survey of 25.282 marnages registered n
the rural areas between 1976 and 1980.
Population of the republic:

Karakalpaks: 31.1%

UzbeKks: 31.5%

Kazakhs: 26.9%

Turkmen: 5.4%

There are also a small number of
Russians, Koreans, Tatars, etc.

- 89.26% of all marnages were within

the same nationality. Mixed marnages
represented only 10.74% of the total
(but 25.6% in Nukus) (p. 65).

— Among the mixed marnages 86.3%

were between the native nationalities:
Karakalpaks-Kazakhs = 43.24%

Karakalpaks-Uzbeks = 24.09%
Uzbeks-Kazakhs = 13.74%
Uzbeks-Turkmen = 13.74%

and local nationalities. Tatars = 4.82%
for religious reasons (p. 65).

— Marriages between local nationalities

and non-Muslims (Russians, Ukrain-
ians, Udmurts, Mans and others)
represent only 3.61% of all mxed
marriages (in Nukus 9.6%) p. 65). In
the case of such marriages (between
Muslims and non-Muslims) the pattern
Is usually for a local man to marry a
foreign girl while on military service
outside the republic.

The author gives the example of one such
marriage: the husband i1s a Karakalpak,
the wife an Udmurt. They have five
children. The two eldest ones go to a
national language school; the language of
the family is Karakalpak. The house is
arranged in a Karakalpak ethnic way -
the Udmurt wife wears Karakalpak dress,
the food is local, etc. This pattern 1s
typical of such marriages (p. 66) in rural
areas.

The survey has shown that in mixed
marriages Karakalpaks prefer Uzbeks to
Kazakhs except in the four southern
raions, where they prefer Kazakhs. This

Recent Soviet Publications —

Book Review

T.S. Saidbaev, Islam: istoriia | sovremen-
nost’, (*Islam: History and the Present”)
Moscow, Znanie, 1985, 64 p., 47.290
copies. Serie Nauchnyi Ateizm, No.ll,
1985.

preference is explained by the author as
an cthnic factor. The Uzbek population
in the northern and western regions,
around the Aral Sca, has preserved, like
the Karakalpaks, a clan structure. The
southern raion “Uzbeks”, which the
author describes by the pre-revolutionary
expression “Sarts”, are an old scdentary
people, formerly Persian-spcaking, who
have become turkicized. In this case the
Karakalpaks prefer to marry Kazakhs who
also have preserved the same clan struc-
ture. (p. 69)

This phenomenon s extremely interest-
ing because it shows that the division of
Turkestan into new “nations™ 1n the early
1920’s has not yet resulted in new
national identities. As for the local Turk-
men population, it remains strnictly en-
dogamous (p. 69).

Several tables are provided.

“Iz Afganskogo bloknota” (From the

Afghan Notebook), Askhabad,
(literaturno-khudozhestvennyi !
obshchestvenno-politicheskii zhurnal

soiuza pisatelei Turkmenistana) (the
literary-arts and socio-political journal of
the Turkmenistan Writers’ Union), no. 4,
April 1985, pp. 87-92, by Rahim Esenov.

The author participated in a mission of
the Union of Soviet Friendship Societies
to Kabul dedicated to the occasion of the
inauguration of the Soviet-Afghan
Friendship House. The tone of the article
is lyrical, trying to give a human dimen-
sion to the Afghan politicians descnbed;
for example, Anahita Ratebzad - “our
doctor Anahita” — whose “beautiful eyes”
are compared to the colour of the sea, 1s
quoted as describing Afghan members of
the Friendship Society as “pure drops in a
great sea of love for the land of the
Soviets” (p. 87). Sultan Ali Keshtmand is
also quoted referring to the Friendship
House: “This house, where the heart is
warmed, where goodness, humanism,
everything light and magnificent 1s born”
... (p- 90)

There are attacks on the “Muslim
brothers” for their medieval attitude to
women.

A visit to the factory Jangalak (motor
repair factory — one of the first Soviet-
Afghan cooperation projects 1n the
1960’s) is reported. The director,
Muhammad Omar, was educated in the
USSR. The factory has seven Soviet
advisers.

Saidbaev i1s one of the more serious
specialists of Islam in USSR and his
writings may be considered as objective,
well informed and authoritative. In this
booklet he explains the confusion be-
tween national and religious identity
among Central Asians. In the introduc-
tion which opens with the statement that

4

The author also describes the activity
of the first Afghan theatre, created afier
the Saur revolution. Everything, down to
the decoration of the theatre, was done
with the help of Soviet advisers from
Georgia. The repertoire is inspired by
that ot the Sovict Central Asian theatres
and from Russian and Soviet classics, The
first Russian play to be produced was
“Mother™ by Maxim Gorki.

Mixed marriages between Afghans and
Soviets are praised, with reference to the
“love™ match of the director of the
theatre who studied in the USSR, and a
Russian woman,

The author concludes with a compari-
son between Afghanistan and Turkestan
in the 1920's: “There are amazing histor-
ical analogies. In the first years of Soviet
power, the imperialists flooded Turkestan
with armed bands, emissaries, instruc-
tors, and provided weapons and ammuni-
tion to the Basmachi . . .”

Free Afghanistan, Issue no. 2, Summer
1985 [the new journal of the Afghanistan
Support Committee of Great Britain],
contains the following articles (among
others):

— Anthony Hyman, “Regional Implica-
tions of the Afghan Crisis”;

— Michael Bagley, “The Soviet Image of
Afghanistan”;

— Prof. Syed Bahaoudin Majrouh,
“Communism and the Afghans”; this
article by the Director of the Afghan
Information Centre of Peshawar gives a
remarkable insight into the attraction
which communism and revolution held
for a small group of mainly Western-
educated Afghans in the last decades
and their present disillusion, and into
the reasons for the total rejection of
communism by the Afghan masses, as
well as their imperviousness to Soviet
propaganda and propaganda originat-
ing in Kabul. With a vivid poetic talent.
Professor Majrouh also describes how
two old legends have been reinterpre-
ted in Afghan folklore since the Soviet
invasion. One interesting aspect of
these legends is that their new symbol-
ism would be immediately understand-
able to all Russians. Indeed, Russian
folklore is mostly borrowed from Iran-
ian and Turkic sources, and almost
identical folktales exist in Russian

form.

“one of the most widely spread religions in
our country is Islam”, Saidbaev states the
problem:

“A section of the population of the regions
where Islam has taken hold still considers

religion and nationalism as similar, and
looks at religion as being part of national
life. It is often judged compulsory 10







