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Sufism in the Soviet Union, London,
C. Hurst & Company, 1985, 195 p.

Sociolinguistic Perspectives on Soviet
National Languages. Their Past, Present
and Future, editor Isabelle Kreindler,
Berlin, New York, Amsterdam, Mouton
de Gruyter, 1985, 381 p.

Erikson, John, Schneider, William, Soviet
Ground Forces: An Operational Assess-
ment, London, Croom Helm, 1986, 320 p.

Stahel, Albert A., Bucherer, Paul,
Afghanistan 1984/85. Besetzung und
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Zemtsov, Olya, “Andropov and the Non-
Russian Nationalities: Attitudes and
Policies”, Nationalities Papers, Vol. XIII,
No. 1, Spring 1985, pp. 5-23.

Farmer, Kenneth C., “Consociational
Dictatorship or Imperium? Non-Russian
Political Elites and Central Decision-
Making in USSR", Nationalities Papers.
Vol. XIII, No. 1, Spring 1985, pp. 24-44.

Rapawy, Stephen, “Nationality Compo-
sition of the Soviet Population™, Nation-
alities Papers, Vol. XIII, No. 1, Spring
1985, pp. 70-83.

Norr, Henry, “National Languages and
Soviet Television: A Statistical Report™,
Nationalities Papers, Vol. X111, No. I,
Spring 1985, pp. 84-105.

Vol_l, John O., “Muslim Minority Alter-
natives: Implications of Muslim Experi-

P.O. BOX 131, OXFORD OX1 2NJ, UK.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Widerstand, Huber & Co AG Pressever-
lag, 8500 Frauenfeld, Schweizerisches
Afghanistan  Archiv, Benzburweg 5,
CH-4410 Liestal, December 1985.
Contains numerous maps, graphics,
bibliography.

Afghanistan: Six Years of Soviet Occu-
pation, United States Department of
State, Washington D.C, Special Report
no. 135, December 1985, 16 p.

Les ordres mystiques dans [I'Islam.
Cheminements et situation actuelle,
travaux publies sous la direction de A.
Popovic & G. Veinstein, Paris, Editions
de I’Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales, 325p.

ences in China and the Soviet Union™”,

Journal, Institute of Muslim Minority
Affairs, Vol. VI, No. 2, pp. 332-352.

Balic, Smail, “Muslims in Eastern and
South-Eastern Europe™, Journal, Institute
of Muslim Minority Affairs, Vol. VI,
No. 2, pp. 361-374.

“How many faces has Chingiz Aitmatov?",
Arabia, January 1986, pp. 40-41.

Alptekin, Erkin, “Eastern Turkestan: An
Overview"”, Journal, Institute of Muslim
Minority Affairs, Vol. VI, No. 1, January
1985. pp. 127-136.

Hayit, Baymirza, “Western Turkestan:
The Russian Dilemma™, Journal, Institute
of Muslim Minority Affairs, Vol. VI,
No. 1, January 1985, pp. 137-151.

Wimbush, S. Enders, “Soviet Muslims in
the 1980s™. Journal, Institute of Muslim
Minority Affairs, Vol. VI, No. 1, January
1985, pp. 152-166.

EDITORS: MARIE BROXUP
DAWN JAMISON

Mohammad Es’haq, Afghan Resistance:
Achievements and Problems, Jamiat-
Islami  Afghanistan Political Office,
Peshawar P.O. Box 264, January 1986,
16 p.

Central Asian Reprint Series:

No. 7, M.E. Rasul-Zade, O panturanisme.
V sviaze s kavkazskoi problemoi (On
Panturanism), Oxford, 1985, 93 p.

No. 8, Mustafa Chokay-Oglu, Turkestan
pod vlast'iu Sovetov, (Turkestan Under
Soviet Power), Oxford, 1986, 150 p.

No. 9, P.G. Galuzo, Turkestan — Koloniia
(Turkestan — Colony), Oxford, 1986,
238 p.

The Middle East Journal, Vol. 39, No. 4,
Autumn 1985 is specially devoted to
Soviet activities in the Middle East:

— Alfred L. Atherton, Jr., “The Soviet
Role in the Middle East: An American
View." pp. 688-715.

- Rashid Khalidi, “Arab” Views of the
Soviet Role in the Middle East.”
pp. 716-732.

— Larry C. Napper. “The Arab Autumn
of 1984: A Case Study of Soviet Middle
East Policy.” pp. 733-744.

— Alexander J. Bennett, “Arms Transfer
as an Instrument of Soviet Policy in the
Middle East.” pp. 745-774.

— Norman Cigar, “South Yemen and the
USSR: Prospects for the Relationship.™
pp. 775-795.

Kirimli. Hakan. “Bulgaristan’daki Turkler
ve Kirim Tatarlari.,”™ Emel. Sayt 150,
Eylul-Ekim, 1985.



Radio Liberty Research Bulletins

Brown, Bess, “New Party First Secretary
in Turkmenistan.™ RL 11/86, December
2‘3‘ IJQ.\{;‘

Brown, Bess, “New Kirgiz First Secretary
Cleans House,™ RL 15/86, December 31,
1985.

SOVIET BOOKS AND
PERIODICALS

Nurulkhakov, K., Islam i natsional’ nye
otnosheniia (“Islam and National Re-

lations™), Dushanbe: Irfon, 1985, 43
pages, 4000 copies, in Tajik.

Dobrovol’noe vkhozhdenie kalmytskogo
naroda v sostav Rossii: istoricheskie korni
i znachenie (“The Voluntary Entry of the
Kalmyk Nation into Russia: Histoncal
Roots and Significance”), chief editor
U.E. Erdniev, with others, Elista: KGU,
1985, 186 pages, 700 copies, from the
Scientific Research Institute for History,
Philology and Economics at the Kalmyk
State University.

Zevelev, A.l., and others, Basmachestvo:
vozniknovenie, sushchnost’, krakh (“The

Basmachi: Origins, Essence, Failure”),
Erevan, Aiastan, 1985, 338 pages, 5000

copies, in Armenian. (Translation from
the Russian.)

Chekmenev. S.A., Kuznetsov, I.V., Na
zemli vol'nye kavkazskie: Ist. ocherk.

(“On the Free, Caucasian Lands:
Historical Studies”), Stavropol’: Kn.
izdatel’stvo, 1985, 173 pages, 15000
copies.

Ocherki istorii luzhnogo Azerbaidzhana

(1828-1917 gg.) (“Studies in the History
of Southern Azerbaijan (1828-1917)”),
chief editor A.S. Sumbatzade, Baku:
Elm, 1985, 314 pages, 2200 copies, In

Azeri, from the AzSSR Academy of

Sciences Institute of Oriental Studies.

Bekmetov, E., Trudovoi kollektiv i
ateisticheskoe vopitanie (“The Labor
Collective and Atheistic Education”),

Tashkent: Uzbekistan, 1985, 56 pages,
6000 copies, in Uzbek.

Gamidova, Sh. P., Azerbaidzhansko-

gruzinskie otnoshenie vo vtoroi polovine

XVIlI  veka  (“Azerbaijan-Georgian
Relations in the Second Half of the 17th
Century”), Baku: Elm, 1985, 98 pages,
1050 copies, in Azeri, from the AzSSR
Academy of Sciences Institute of History.

Narody Severnogo Kavkaza v Velikoi
Otechestvennoi voine 1914-1945 gg (“The
Peoples of the Northern Caucasus in the
Great Fatherland War 1941-19457),
reports from a regional scientific session
of the same title held 25-26 April, 1985.

Brown, Bess, “First Secretary in Tajikistan
Replaced”, RL 886, December 16, 1985.

Shechy, Ann, “Uzbek Cotton Harvest
Falls Short of Target™, RL 414/8)5,
December 12, 1985.

Soper, John, “Older-Generation Leader
Chosen as Head of Turkmen Writers'
Union”, RL 416/85, December 11, 198S.

Makhach Qala, 1985, 49 pages, 250
copies, from the Dagestan section of the
USSR Academy of Sciences, Institute of
History, Language and Literature named

for G. Tsadasy.

Valikhanov, Ch. Ch..Sobraniesochinenii:
V 5-u t. (“Collected Works in Five
Volumes™), chief editor Kh. Margulan,
with others, Alma-Ata: Kaz. Sov. Entsikl.
Volume 3, 1985, 415 pages, 15000 copies.
Also Volume 4, 1985, 461 pages, 15000
copies.

Ocherki po istorii Sovetskogo Badakh-
shana (“Studies in the History of Soviet
Badakhshan”), chief editor R.M. Masov,
second edition with corrections and
additions, Dushanbe: Donish, 1985, 503
pages, 1720 copies, with bibliography on
the history of the Pamirs.

Zumakulov, V.M., Obychai i prazdnich-
naia kul’tura narodov Kavkaza (*“Customs
and the Festival Culture of the Peoples of
the Caucasus”), Nal'chik: El'brus, 1985,

128 pages, 1000 copies.

Irkaev, M.1., Razgrom basmachestva v
Tadzhikistane (“The Rout of the
Basmachi in Tajikistan”), Dushanbe:
Irfon, 1985, 79 pages, 5000 copies, In
Darn.

Vagabov, N.M., Musul’'manskii konfes-
sionalizm v proshlom i nastoiashchem
(“Muslim Confessionalism in the Past and
Present”), Makhach Qala: Dag. kn.
izdatel’stvo, 1985, 96 pages, 1000 copies.

Kushmatov, A., Vozniknovenieisushnost’
mazarov (“The Origins and Essence of

Mazars (tombs)”), Dushanbe: Irfon, 1985,
38 pages, 4000 copies, in Tajik.

Nabiev, A., Asrarov, Kh., Ispol’zovanie
toponimicheskikh materialov pri izuchenii
kursa istorii Uzbekskoi SSR: Metod.
posobie dlia uchitelei-istorikov ped. vuzov
i obshcheobrazovat. shk. (“The Use of
Place-Name Materials in  Teaching
Courses on thc History of the Uzbek
SSR: A Mcthodological Text for
Teachers-Historians at Vuzy and Schools
of General Education™), Tashkent:
Ukituvchi, 1985, 144 pages, 4000 copics,
in Uzbck.

Surapbergenov, A.S., Religiia i moral’
(“Rcligion and Morality™), Alma-Ata:
Kazakhstan, 1984, 54 pages, 1000) copics,
in Uighur.
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Brown, Bess, “Slav Replaces Turkmen as
Ashkhabad Oblast Party First Scerctary,”
RL 399/85, November 25, 1985

Sheehy,  Ann,
Oftticials  Fight
Dcecember 4, 198S.

“Dismissed
Back"™,

Uzbek
RL 403/8S,

Audarov, S.S., Akscnova, H.D., Velikie
Bulgary: Putevoditel’ po bulgar. ist.-arkh.
zapovedniku (“The Great Bulgars: A
Travel Guide to Bulgar Historical-
Archecological Reserves™), translation
from the third Russian edition, Kazan':
Tatar. kn. izdatel'stvo, 1985, 73 pages,
5300 copies, 1n Tatar.

Zhivoghad, 1.N., Selo, religiia i ateizm:
(Sekuliarizatsiia sel.naseleniia v uslovitakh
nauch.-tekhn. progressa na etape rasvitogo
sotsializma (“The Village, Religion and
Atheism [The Secularization of the Rural
Population Under the Conditions of
Scientific-Technical Progress in the Stage
of Developed Socialism]”), Alma-Ata:

Kazakhstan, 1985, 182 pages, 5500
copies.
Kratkii ateisticheskii  slovar’ (“Short
Atheist Dictionary”), Ashkhabad:
Turkemistan, 1985, 143 pages, 15000
copies.

Teoriia i praktika nauchnogo ateizma
(“The Theory and Practice of Scientific
Atheism™), a textbook for higher party
schools, chief editor V.I. Garadzha, with
others, Ashkhabad: Turkmenistan, 1985,
292 pages, 10000 copies, in Turkmen.

Gadzhieva, S.Sh., Sem’ia i brak u
narodov Dagestana v XIX - nachale XX
v. (*The Family and Marriage Among
the Peoples of Daghestan from the 19th
to the Beginning of the 20th Centuries™),
Moscow: Nauka, 1985, 359 pages, 3200
coplies.

Arutiunian, A.O., Turetskaia interventsiia
v Zakavkaz'e v 1918 g. i oboronitel'nye
boi (“Turkish Intervention in the
Transcaucasus in 1918 and the Defensive
Battles”), Erevan: Izdatel'stvo AN
ArmSSR, 1984, 355 pages, 20000 copics,
in Armenian.

Sotsial’no-ekonomicheskoe, politicheskoe
i kul'turnoe razvitie narodov Karachaevo-
Cherkesii (1790-1917) (**Socio-cconomic,
Political and Cultural Dcvelopment of
the Pcoples of Karachai-Cherkessia
[1790-1917]"), a collcction of documents
compiled by V.P. Nevskaia and othcrs,
Rostov-on-Don: lzdatel'stvo  Rostov
University, 1985, 287 pages, 2300 copIcs.

Sultanov, E., Ognennye gody: ( Vr;spomf'-
naniia uchastnika bor'by za smnov!fme_
Sov. vlasti v Karakalpakii posle Velikor



Okt. sots. revoliutsii), (“Fiery Ycars:
Reminiscences of a Participant in the
Battles to Establish Soviet Power in
Karakalpakia After the Great October
Socialist Revolution”), Nukus: Karakal-
pakistan, 1984, 79 pages, 4000 copices, in
Karakalpak.

“Raspredelenic semei po chislu detei v
vozraste do 16 let po soiluznym rcs-
ublikam” (“The Distribution of Familics
by Number of Children under Age 16 by
Union Republics™), Vestnik Statistiki,
no. 12, 1985, pp. 73-74.

Article Reviews

All the following publications from
Nauchnyi Ateizm rcfer to the decisions of
the June 1983 Plenum of the Central
Committee of the C.P. of the USSR on
the need to increase and give prime im-
portance to ideological and atheistic edu-
cation, “whose significance and role 1s
growing”. Curiously, a recurring theme 1n
all these publications 1s the need not to
alienate believers.

1.S. Bolotin, Kritika anti-
kommunisticheskikh  kontseptsii  sovre-
mennogo religioznogo natsionalizna

(“)Critique of the Anti-communist
Conceptions of Contemporary Religious
Nationalism”’), Moscow, Znanie, 1984,
63 p., 47, 780 copies. Nauchnyi Ateizm,
no. 7/1984.

Bolotin’s pamphlet is a general attack on
Western sovietologists. Singled out for
cnticism are Walter Kolarz, Alexandre
Bennigsen and Enders Wimbush, and for
praise Col. Geoffrey Wheeler. The book-
let attempts to present the Soviet Union
as friendly and protective towards religion.

Some main points made by the author
are:

— A refutation of Western attempts at
denigrating the process of razisvet
(flourishing) and sblizhenie (getting
nearer) of the Soviet nations, and the
claim that national and religious an-
tagonism prevail. According to the
author, Western specialists see the
roots of this antagonism in the Kazakh
uprising of 1916 (provoked by the
massacre of Kazakhs by the combined
forces of Russian peasant colonisers
and Tsarist troops). At some length
Bolotin tries to prove that the Kazakh
uprising had links with the proletarian
revolutionary movements of Central
Russia, and to strengthen his assertion
that the rebellion was truely “soviet”
and “prolctarian”, he gives the ex-
ample, with slight geographical con-
fusion, of the 26 Baku commissars
(pp. 38-41). There is also an attack on
North Caucasian religious leaders ac-
cuscd of having sided with the Germans.
the Ottomans and Denikin.

— The author defends the division of

Central Asia into scparate states, the
crcation of new literary languages and
usc of the Chyrillic alphabet on the
grounds that Turkic languages are un-
suitcd to the Arabic alphabet, and that
hiteracy would not have been achieved
in such record time by using Arabic
script becausce of the lack of cooperation
from the Muslim clergy.

-~ The author claims that there has been
an incrcased interest in the West in
the Tatar political leader Sultan-Galiev.
Western specialists are accused of trying
to resurrect his teachings, especially his
theoriesregarding “proletarian nations”,
his assessment of Islam as a “demo-
cratic” religion and his pan-Islamic
leanings.

In an addendum, Metodicheskie sovety
lektoru (pp. 59-61), the author notes that
since the June 1983 Plenum of the
Central Committee of the C.P. of the
USSR, which has demonstrated the efforts
of foreign sovietology centres in giving
religiosity a nationalistic character, the
number of lectures against religious
nationalism has increased. Some warn-
ings, however, are given to propagandists:

“A lecture criticising religious nationalism
must have a theoretical character. This is
due, among other things, to the fact that
the listeners, especially the believers, must
be shown the ‘business’ aspect of religion
in the concepts of the bourgeois and
clerical ideologists. They need religion
merely as a means of influencing believers
for their own mercenary goals. The in-
terest of ‘sovietologists’ is primarily
politics - religion being used by the
bourgeoisie to achieve its political aims.

“In lectures it is important to stress that
nationalism takes precedence over religion

in the bourgeois political consciousness . . .

It should also be remembered that the
bourgeoisie, when it was strengthening its
political rule, was itself projected as an
anti-clerical power.” (pp. 59-60)

This booklet is similar to the numerous
publications which immediately followed
the June 1983 Plenum stressing the need
to improve atheistic education in order to
counter Western “propaganda” —it 1s
superficial, and at times obvious that the
author has not read the specific works
that he is criticising. However, the refer-
ences to Sultan-Galiev, whose 1deas were
taboo for over 50 years, are interesting in
such a publication; indeed, mention of an
increased interest in the theories of
Sultan-Galiev in the West are not justified
(the only scholars who have made an in-
depth study of Sultan-Galiev are
Bennigsen, Quelquejay and Wimbush,
and their work on the subject dates back
quite a few years). Could it be that there
is a renewed interest in Sultan-Galiev In
USSR?

M.P. Mchedlov, Sovremennye sotsial’nye
dvizheniia i religiia (‘“‘Contemporary
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Social
Moscow, Znanie, 1985, 64 p., 46, 470
copies, Nauchnyi Ateizm, 3/198S.

Movements and Religion”),

This booklet provides a general theo-
etical study of social-religious movements
worldwide. It is fairly balanced except for

those sections dealing with Islam. It aims
to explain communist parties’ collabora-
tion with religious-based revolutionary
and liberation movements, and attempts
to defend the Soviet position from its
Muslim detractors.

The author carefully analyzes why Islam
plays an important role in national libera-
tion movements and post-colonial politics
of the Muslim world, but attacks
“reactionary” Muslim politicians who try
to inculcate an anti-communist spirit in
the Muslim masses, in particular the
Iranian clergy. Several pages are devoted
to Afghanistan - “the anti-Afghan
campaign of imperialist circles” is given
as a “vivid example of the use of religion

for reactionary political aims in order to

delude the masses of the believers and
poison them against the partisans of social
progress” (p. 32). The author also admits
that “the progressive forces of the Republic
have met incredible difficulties”.

According to the author, great harm
has been done to the reputation of the
USSR in the Muslim world by the
provokatsionnaia  fal’shivka  translate
(provocationary forged document) “Soviet
Union and Islam”, published several
years ago, which falsifies the position of
Islam and the nationalities question In
USSR. The author generally shows con-
cern about the increase of anti-communist
activity in the Muslim world, and notes
with particular concern that various move-
ments, which could be put under the label
of “Islamic socialism”, have since the late
1970s veered sharply to the right, be-
coming increasingly anti-communist.

The author praises the decision taken
by the communist parties of Egypt,
Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Tunisia,
Morocco and Sudan, at a meeting In
1981, to cooperate with political move-
ments fighting for their “national 1n-
tegrity” with Islamic slogans. He con-
cludes: “Constant and  purposeful
exposure of right-wing clericalism, poli-
tical cooperation with left-wing religious
forces, worldwide exploitation of the re-
volutionary potential of the working
masses of believers, correspond totally to
the needs of social progress in our time.”

(p. 63)

Problemy sovershenstvovaniia ateistiche-

skot raboty na sovremennom etape
(Problems of Perfecting Atheistic Work
in the Contemporary Situation), Moscow,
Znanie, 1984, 64 p., 46, 820 copies,

Nauchnyi Ateizm, no. 12/1984.

This is a general study of religiosity in the

USSR which describes

some trends

applicablt_e: to Islam. While noting the
“deep crisis” which religions are under-



going in the USSR, the authors descnbe
a “contradictory phenomenon™ one
witnesses “a  definite stabilization and
increased acuvity  of some religious
organizations, and the organization of
active, although not numerous, groups of
voung believers, who provide most of the
staff of the clergv and who are geared
towards voung people and actively reno-
vate religious beliefs” (p. 6).

The following sentence probably applies
to Mushim areas: “One cannot overlook
the fact that . . . some religious activists
try to fan the flames of fanaticism, extrem-
ism and religious nationalist moods which
lead to brutal violation of Soviet legislation
on religious cults,” (p. 8) while the attrac-
tion felt towards religion by the young
generation seems to be a trend common
to both Islam and Chnstianity: “The
attitude towards religion of certain young

people can only bring concern. A definite
section of voung men and women find
themselves under the influence of religious
organizations, and there is a process of
rejuvenation of some sectarian com-
munites.” (p. 15) It is also noted (p. 21)
that educated people, who for one reason
or another become believers, are not
“quictist” in their faith but dehberately
active.,

E.G. Filimonov, ‘“‘Ateisticheskoe vospitanie
na etape sovershenstvovaniia razvitogo
sotsializma® (**Atheistic Education Under
Developed Socialism), Moscow, Znanie,

1985, 64 p., 48,260 copies, Nauchnyi

Ateizm, no. 8/1985.

General survey on ideological and atheis-
tic education. Some information s
provided on the Muslim areas of USSR:
Filimonov confirms the fact (already

mentioned by Saidbaev and some Soviet
cthnographers) that  contrary to  the
Europcan arcas of USSR, in Central Asia
and Caucasus, it is the rural arcas which
strongly influence the towns (p. 15). No
details are given, unfortunately, on how
or what this influence is, but it can be
presumed that it is the higher religiosity
and patriarchal way of life of the rural
arcas which intfluence the cities. Filimonov
blames the existence of a conservative
religious public opinion on the “active
propaganda of the Muslim clergy”. (p. 36)
Quoting a novel by V. Mikhailova, the
author shows that the rcason for the
persistant survival of kalym (bride pur-
chase) 1s that it is scen by the parents of
the brnide as a security for the marriage of
their daughter — having had to pay a
heavy price the groom is less likely to
abandon his wife for frivolous reasons

(p. 37).

FOCUS ON DAGHESTAN

Sovetskii Dagestan, the political and liter-
ary journal of the Daghestani obkom, has
been published six times a year since
1965. Articles in this journal provide
remarkable insight into the religious life
of Daghestan. It has come to our atten-
tion that since 1984 the journal has
appointed a special censor responsible for
checking that information provided on its
pages cannot be used by foreign scholars.
As a result recent issues of the journal
have unfortunately been much less in-
formative.

S. Murtazalieva, ‘“Bor’ba idei i sovesti”
(“Conflict of Ideas and Conscience”),
Sovetskii Dagestan, no. 2, 1981, pp. 49-
56, and Sh. Ismailov, “Vyshe uroven’
ateisticheskoi raboty’”’ (“A Higher Level
of Atheistic Work”’), Sovetskii Dagestan,
no. 1, 1982, pp. 1-7.

Both these articles provide detailed infor-
mation on the activity of the Sufi brother-
hoods in Daghestan. They note the
appearance, for the first time to our
knowledge, of the Qadinis - or “Kunta
Haji” brotherhood - in Daghestan from
neighbouring Chechnia-Ingushetia. Until
the 1920s Daghestan remained an exclu-
sive stronghold of the Nagshbandi tariqa
(brotherhood). Both authors also refer to
the activity of followers of Ali of Akusha,
Sheikh Amay and the Sheikh of Kakhib -
all three Nagshbandis.

Sufism seems particularly active in the

following districts:

— Agul in South Daghestan (which has no
official mosque)

— Gumbetov, Botlikh and Untsukul 1n
the Avar and Andi territories

- In the city of Derbent

— Dakhadaev district in the Darghin ter-

ntory

— Levashi in the mixed Avar/Darghin
terntory

— Khasav-Yurt and Kaia-Kent in Kumyk
country

— Novo-Laksoe (Laks displaced in

Kumyk territory)

Upper Daghestan is singled out as being
the most fanatical area of the Republic.
The auls of Botlikh - which alone has two
mosques - Andi, Gagatli, Zilo, Tlokh,
Ansalta, Rakhata, Godoberi, Shodroda,
Inkhelo, Miarso and Muni are designated
as centres of “fanaticism”. [Upper
Daghestan - the Avar-Andi territory -
was at the heart of Shamil’s Ghazawat
(holy war) and the 1920s uprising led
by the Nagshbandis Uzun Haj and
Najmuddin of Gotso against the Russians. ]
Adepts of the Kunta Haji brotherhood
are now to be found in the area of
Botlikh, and Gumbetov and Khasav-Yurt
in the Kumyk lowlands (Murtazaliecva
p. 55). “It is well known that the popula-
tion of Botlikh raion has inherited from
the past a high level of religiosity. There
are still two active mosques and in various
areas can be found followers of the Kunta
Haji sect. Because of this, one witnesses a
revival of the activity of religious fanatics”.
(Ismailov, p. 4) [That the extremist and
more xenophobic Kunta Haji tariga should
be gaining ground in the heart of Shamil’s
territory is not in itself surprising. What is
surprising, however, is that the Kunta
Haji should be recruiting followers from
among the Kumyks of the lowlands, the
majority of whom are city dwellers and
industrial workers and who have always
prided themsclves as being the most
religiously tolerant and progressive of the
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indigenous peoples of Daghestan.] The
Sufis are accused of various anti-Soviet
and anti-social activities and of trying to
“expand fanaticism among people and to
oblige them to accomplish illegal and
politically harmful acts” (Murtazalieva,
p. 53).

1. Xenophobia

The Sufis are accused of promoting
xenophobia and anti-Russian propaganda:
“The clergy presents Islam as the only
repository of moral and national virtues,
and preaches the exclusiveness of Islam,
thereby trying to induce in the people of
Daghestan a negative attitude towards the
Soviet way of life and the friendship
among nationalities of different creeds. At
the same time religious traditions are

shown as being part of the eternal national
patrimony.” (Ismailov, p. 1-2)

2. Charitable Activity

Soviet legislation forbids churches to
conduct any charitable activity. However,
Sufi brotherhoods in the Northern Cauca-
sus are accused by many Soviet sources of
collecting the zakat — legal alms — one of
the Five Pillars of the Faith (Murtazalieva,

p. S)).

3. Education

Adepts of Kunta Haji, followers of the
sheikhs Ali of Akusha, Amay, Kakhib
and Khiderlezov (Nagshbandi) are break-
ing Soviet law: they do not take part in
the life of the community, they are not
members of the Communist Party and
komsomols, their children are not






