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SINKIANG IN THE WEB OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS?®

AP

Mr. Nyman's book is certainly a timely contribution 10 ‘the unraveling of . the
confusion surrounding Sinkiang politics. both domestic and international, in the crucial
era spanning the two world wars. This catalogue-like work is replete with information.
some of which is novel. and with judgements, some of which are insightful. The follow-
ing remarks, far from detracting from the value of this book. are no more than an

~attempt to suggest different vantage points and perspectives for the analysis of the

issuc at hand. ke 3

Sinkiang. whose arca is three times that of France. was in the inter-war period
the meeting point of great power politics. but no less was it one of the most fascinating
arenas of domestic warlordism in China. Sinkiang being at the same ume a Chinese
province, a border arca coveted by the Soviets, and a pivol of Central Asia vial
to British intercsts, was understandably the prey of great powers. who meddled 1n
the province’s affairs taking advantage of local ethnic and religious antagonisms. Thus.
we are faced with three major issues worthy of criticism 1n this reyicw o -

. Warlordism in Sinkiang: G Netiedy

2. Great power politics; g

3. The Islamic factor.

Warlordism in Sinkiang

Three figures dominate the scene in Sinkiang between the years 1918 and 1934:
Yang Tseng-hsin, Chen Shu-jen and Sheng Shih-tsai. Yang. who ruled Sinkiang n
1918-1928. was the archtype of a warlord, while his two successors, from 1928 onwards.
who asceided to power after the Northern Expedition and the formal reumification
of China. continued to rule the province more or less independently, as a faint replica
of their great predecessor. ' . ' . B '

Yang Tseng-hsin was one of thé disciples of Yuan Shih-k'ai. the leader of the
Pei-yang Army which intruded 1nto the political domain and showed the way to militar,
intervention in Chinese politics, known as “warlordism™. ‘As long as Yuan was tlive,
his prestige and -authority prevented an outright, intervention of .ambitious officers
in- state aflairs: but upon his dcluth'(lt)lﬁ]"'_t_hiL-.'i,ml_lit'ari::ti_:mmuil_'intn‘ action and

began carving territories and resources o sustain their -military -rulet‘ln April, 1912,

.

President Yuan had appowited Yang as the Treasurer Tnf:_lhmzﬁriii"hfialf-'(’ ommissioner

“.of Sinkiang: in May. he rose to the rank ol Military: Governor and held concurrently

the civilian povernorship.of the provincg. ‘So; ‘ypon, Yuan:s death Y.
Lt r ; 5 o : T - t_ . 1- oG S : ‘;-,:,"' _IL- '.. :-I'- 1. ; i ,:.-..::* 1 ..'.--j:_,"-:’f;:

2 .
- g % '
o % ." : "o iy - Froa Mt T L

-
-

= g -
i+ o=

ang found: himsail
ST T

v :'_qu _'r'r-‘ '}', -~ . "y 1. gl W M F

r- I .‘ P -
¥ 1-&‘ l"'"l ".. !
) e e

yrted. Trars ot riF posuaT
i i ._‘.'.."'__" U i - " o 2

-
F

-ra
P -

; AL AN Wl f i TP s .I-". 4 - e
olld ot avpiry Wi place ‘Ahes o

¥

. e Tinpyt . AT
WS e
' - T

Ty,

ersify ., Jerusalem © oz
gh URT ML et (R 5

1 ’ L] . L] s
L - N 1 ¥ d ™ L i i, |
! - | ; . 5 : _.!

"

o >y

—— L -

L |
3
L]

[ | L5 T ¥ L

1 b s e T - i i : " W ."".l

. " H i il ‘.‘ : ‘..I g : L e 1. o ll ,‘;‘- ‘: .

& - L L

hl‘!uli]'lt"‘l‘ i‘l}? ?. ’ .'l_"':_ ) . 3 F' - . . r}‘- ;1;'; -:' s - ;'l' , i‘f . 3 H ‘-'::r* . ¥ i 3 . y =

. :l = =) i ! I i | .I- ...- ';1_ il y —-:- 3 o I_-‘ ‘.' - |' iI- .'.- l.l-lll:.'.I - v L} il d A. ‘
I"I-'I_'_‘_ _:.- T i i - _1._ i..-‘_-.. ., LN . ._-;‘:_ L - ':i"‘: a & ‘_?.;- s -l""l ,
IE " = L . ] W il | - A A J il %

I"
|

] ”~ - [t .'l.

. LR - 1 e
' ! . ; i Oy oy
o - ¥ i L] .. " '] i g . i b aF ™ : ] T 'lr.
pouoy " 5 i_' = Ly : L " - Bl - B ol E] L L Tim E"F-"'r- K |"ﬁ 5
by -A i - e B . B = i H‘-a.. L] i L ¢ -II.‘ll . . ¥ Al
W &
r L3 : i . i ¥ e -5 * i = wg x + Foa N i - J
v . . & L T T o gy 2
i N s A ' . gk *:15 PR ¥ LI g

A review ol cLars-Enk Nyman's: book’ Great Britum and Chinese. Russian awd .
Japancse Interests_ i Stnkiang. J918-1934.. Lund “Studies "of Intcrnational History; 8. -
‘ ' -, & 1&-1 - ' . g ' 5 ' . 1 d .._I- ,‘,:;_._._.--1.' -, .. -_1“ - ‘ .-:.-




& . - et > ~ " b 2 d
:.:, w - 'L ": : 2 --"';:-;: " :.j':_l - \_‘_d‘. :: i " = g
y- 8 ‘.,‘- :"-}:._""'.- ;:'_‘:.’_:1\.1_.. "::' _:._{_....-1 -"!".I.:.‘.ll.'\‘_ ey : ik & _ | I: _ ,'.5
.~ . }"1() \.‘: .::-_ith:-n \ ':;'. i l‘;}?,- "1 | \ . L ' '1;- ‘|, L‘ . "\ 1-.:5' I.I-'-'1
B RN T L L TRU THI S ot
:1 ' i ,_" '_‘."'“‘-a.':}i . . * 1,} .. e P 0 B . _‘ _'-‘__LJ-"."-' ';'-.-:f.‘_"'._"'- R LSRR, . l“:'
S S8 aomtrenciRY San Yy 'pr{;ﬁ‘,:,:‘;t'. “ﬁﬂ‘f L Dl A e gy 8
o 5 2 ; -“_‘_1-".“._"-,-:1,'1.~1:__'\-.:"L .‘- AL i i \ iLl ¥ .\11- _‘ s P ' : 1'“- i i ¥ ' .I" 5
s JOY - GAER R SR N Al an i S ld'miL g ‘h. i}:mr‘(“‘l*ﬂl!-‘,} SPower e Sinkang S nce o L (8
; " g -;1."'_;:1‘; ~_._‘ ;‘;-r:.l'-_:lﬂ_- :‘ < '-.:;-"'-"'.-"-' ‘_1'.;'1_".1: k. k‘L'I- l] . ; at: }“ : ; -'”“.' ..J."' . T i b it 4 v s :l'l
‘ SR Oed e dictatorial - rule in :I J 'l-ﬂn - Peking, local. commandery Syl e i
K umds AN Cha fsisshene has shown U (- W domainy, e they provinges or- loaset @
- o I sty et Lo WRUSEE IRNOShown . Chinese. Warlords it e mihrars it ae b i S 3
e o averiiloremannad comnenty tradiniona st For example. }?l_fgr_t_;[;sf‘ i he - Would e .
o ewas st conaderad” i i vl Tuboeample, an heiret - of nepotism, %o
'- R R PR -""};!gl?‘?‘fi‘n;zd}r?[':Mr?:'!f‘:_‘!“P““'““"h"r & man tostaker dare ol his -i'i’ct'lpm‘- l:in'-t NTRRS
f‘::"z'-"-_ﬁv DO N O . \.ll?*..'ﬂ_"-’li‘:c nd w: S T it oy R G ey ' SIS Leech 3y %5 [
: < PO TINPOTANT assienments To t'htirﬂ ;!;‘__l?rq;.. "'“.';i“ I;i}'*}?l'?“,';‘._s;’l so-lin and othersy Fogim, o
: I T S N TS > CIr- relatives and driends. - Gove Yang gorsds. oo 2
- ;lllqu:¢;1'~*\13]klung whe , . W e iy ! coriichiids S overnor Yang aeted;s ool g U
- A SR < he appointed.-his amily R Pl Bl TR R N *
- 3 TR § - -l ¥ memberstaand Chisariend: Ao 2Ty
JEAES POsIs, and- nat bevause he spectlically he Ml AL INETICNAS 1O varioust - i
- o L LALLM G ! spectiically held his provinee “as His own o 3. e Ty
00 NIE Nvmanwould have Bt (v 3oy PTOVIRCE “Cas Dis own:personal fiel™ s - 0 56
’ I of the \mﬂt\d;l:":::n::: ;‘"“I:‘(E _-Jl_r'jrhgaumc applics to the systematc corfuption - ¢
- e g Rl I8 - O which Was. endemic in Chinese traditional” politics “and =
©Und nor necessarily ste 5 - s¢ tradttwonal. politics “and
4 1N o A » 0 oim Ol ) : all. ' e BB oL i i o i B A e et o L
Bp 3326 ] [ n!}.1 nt l_!'“-—I p.nlqll,lqp,:{};:}n existent 5&_];_!!_‘]1_._5 ofthesoflicials -
- ; a1 T : j - . e T : e g I e -".,.-‘ Pl R '_"‘- '-"*"\_'_ N,
= o The 'miulitary organizati ‘ xS T WL S T TEe
Y ol Naiian the _*:7"&;‘;";'{-“"1‘_‘!"_:“ §111k|d!}g under Yang's administration, as deéscribed
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5 o ‘lh*‘th“; ;m{_ -ﬂm bts in Ch't’s characterization of the warlord armies as “coward © -
. u: thd ! ::-; .:ind drrogant towards the civilians™.® Much the same was true as =
s ¢ OCOono > Syvsloe ol LU, . . . . . .
o e Aed ht ml*-_.h?:ylm‘*l was concerned: taxation, “monopolies on mining, drug
A - ng and olher exactions. and the local currencies issued by individual warlords, = -
. obtained in Sinkiang as in other warlord dominions. throughout China. |
. Il. Grear P;';}ii'fr Politics
Thc--mle;nqlm_nul game in Sinkiang, which is the main theme of Nyman's work.
was dealt mjustice m“lhe title of the book. “Great Britain and Chinese. Russian
and Japanes: interests™ may sound a well-ballanced phrase. but it does not reflect
reality as far as the sequence of importance is concerned. For China. the province of
- Sinkiang was not only a “matter of interest™; it was deemed part of its patrimony
In spite of the meaning 1t connotes ("New Territory™). The Soviets. whose territories
are adjacent to Sinkiang. had a truly vital interest in keeping a close eye on i,
especially as far as other great powers were concerned. Britain had much less of ‘a '
stuke 1in Sinkiang. masmuch as her interest as a colonial power centered on India, A
and the Chinese province in question was no more than a buflfer to ward ofT the
~.Soviets and the Chinese. The Japanese had an even less direct interest in Sinkiang
which was cut oft by the huge Chinese mass-land and the Gobi Desert from the
arcas of Asia where they truly sought nfluence. Thus. the proper ordering of the
titlc should read: “Chinese and Soviet. Briish and Japanese interests™. During the
years 1918-1934 none of the contending powers could overwhelmingly outmatch the
others and oust them of that area. China was torn by warlordism: the Soviet Union
was strugghng to solidify the communist regime: Bntain had to take. into account |
her worldwide imperial considerattons. and Japan was too busy. and too remote, to =
interfere massively there. Hence the ups and downs in the lortunes of the respective
powers in Sinkiang. So. while during the Yang administration, a fagade of Chinese
rule was preserved, we find that “the Soviet Umion virtually took over the province
“after the Tungan revolt and the deposition of Governor Chin in:19337 (p. 95). However.,
the fact that Sinkiang was to remain Chingse, despite all the turbulences which tor- :
. mented it between the wars and thereafter. only altests to the preponderent attachment,
“not only the might. of China in that province, relative 10 all the rest ot the contending - -
oA L POWETS | S _ s b o R P ' : ‘
ff , b3
Sl ) | xh | A
S C U Warlord Politics in China (1916-28), Stanford Univ. Press. 1976, Chap. 3. b
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s For alter, all, lhir-i-_:.'ﬁnwilicu".-:fi_n-_a.'pu‘u ol |t~.'_+'._.,if_ri1.}_l7;;;':fi',.ulfhgm.:ﬂgr_r}'tlps Was, even. underi sl T R T
5 70 Chinese dominatio; ‘an overwhelmipgly Mushin area. Moreoidr, slthough these Turkic PN s R
+ v Muslims - considered themselves ditferent fromi:theiri coreligionari¢s. in Chind : Proper: ., 25 v, 70 o SR AT
;7w v they sl ovimedd some Pan-Isliniid prapdnsities which were Tk ely. 1o, sweep the CnLire BBZs o o ST T e
Cte Chinesé:Mishm: community. hid the .opportanity _arisen- It is-here that. the author v =eiias o, o0
N “ustands ‘on Cunfamiliar grounds, Without engaging theidebate *surrounding *the correct’ . '~ o e L e R
S5 et ligueesoF Chinese Mauslims -(15-20-‘million: according ‘to' Nyman. p. 101). the details I.'_-E;;'f_?;:&?;;:‘-:‘_ daps i
kel given. by the author of.their arrival to China and of their pre-modern -history. are = - Tdet gl i
MR TR (4 10 sketchy at” best, distorted at worse. Unfounded versions of .the origins of thesé “* _ s r?"—‘i:.'*'-f{'-;'f'f*'- i
“oaten Lo Maslims and of their family names “Ma”, are repeated uncritically (p. 1011T.). Much - - Fp LW ST
w0+ more deficient is the fact that the author doés ot secm 1o grasp the significance of et g | e

; such statements as “Ma Chung-ying .clearly wanted to depict himsell as a Mahdi™ - e S8 :

i (p..102) or “the discontent took a tangible form in connection with a pilgrimage to * '

' Mecca by a certain Khoja™ (p. 105). Therefore, the symbolic import of the creation B R T
of the Islamic Republic of Eastern Turkestan, -with a Khoja as its President (p. 111) . - : ; :
was missed. Instead. we have a series of naive and superficial statements such as: “The .. X B ocar
younger generation harboured plans of starting modern. schools and a newspaper™. | S

- Immediately countered by “‘the law and order according to the Shari'a™ which was ™~ A i
" 1o be enforced Ly the new ephemeral Republic (p. 112). o - b

- -~ All these events had their antecedents during the Muslim uprisings of the 1850's- .~ Dol -'
1870’s, which not only threw Northwestern and Southwestern China into chaos . ‘
during those years, but also sought, and-temporarily achieved. the creation of scCession- b
Ist Muslim states. At that time. Mahdi-like figures appeared on the Chinese scene o

“(hke Ma Hua-lung in Kansu),® who were the predecessors. and possibly the models ey E
of the Sinkiang Mahdi (Ma Chung-ying). - - Feste
The fact' that the new Republic was applauded and aided by Islamic countries - oy
(Turkey and Afghanistan) attests to the Pan-Islamic import of that development.
Japan emerged as the “‘Far-Eastern advocate of Pan-Islamic ideas™ (p. 117) not only ..
.in Sinkiang but all over Asia, in the Muslim populated territory she occupied and
aspired to include within her Asian co-prosperity sphere. . - ' _ ;
; : |
_ ; 11 !
Looking upon: Sinkiang from the vantage point of a pawn in the international 5
game, the author delved little, or not at all, into the other two major components of
this province’s make-up: warlordism and Islam, although occasional references are A
made to them en passant. So, we find no mention of militarism in China of which
the regime in Sinkiang was part and parcel. The major books of Chinese warlordism * :
were neither consulted nor even mentioned in the bibliography. After all, Sinkiang | j
was a Chinese province, and Governor Yang was a Chinese, in name as in practice. ‘
mandarin.- Had the author gone .into the study of Chinese culture, society and potitical |
order, he could have avoided such naive statements as “In all negotiations between Fh fa X ]
representatives of a foreign power, straight answers were rarely given™ (p. 23): “The : & ‘
salaries of -the officers were very small or non-existent, which forced the holders to
adopt. a systematic approach to corruption™ (p. 23). Had he been more familiar with
~Chinese history and known the Chinese language, misnomors such as Ka lso Hui
(instead of Ao Jao Hui):-could have been spared (p. 19). . . - ¢ o : g, ke
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Cid e e author Sog we are faced with unexplamed; statements such us “The Soviet - Union ]
i achively undermined the cconomy by sendingiwilts: and - wedpons. 1o Iocuihinmgis'trﬁtusf'; L L, e
o ApLRLY undocumented assumptions such as = The number of Chinese: Muslims' were  ~ ¢ -
=00 osumated tohe between 18 and 0 millions™ (p.101); and oft-repeated “interpretations™ < . 5

5

2 i~ . o . . k g =l R TN - - - .
R s s B ‘-3'!-““.,“’-"“‘33%{:}};!\ proved msuflicient, - de

5 o r_‘-._'.f’}"-'_‘suc‘h_ as, :‘_t_huf'*. !umll}; name- Ma o said o bt‘"{.i}&ﬁ.‘,!@ﬁﬁli'ﬁg!ﬁit"n for Muhammad.“with the 2>
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Jolh ofomn On passages which cried for claboration-{e, g™ the mahdi-concept and the connection - . - .

4 7T . between }mitgltaludi:%mnh:pt and -the religious hajj t6 ‘Mecca). the author remained

om0 slent. Was Khojd Niaz of Hami's pilgrimage to- the land of the Wahliabis in Arabia -

| o dflffmlnll}g factor in his militantism upon his' return to Central Asia? Was there

: | aq}_rﬂhgl_o_-s.pm!_ual_l link between Lhe incurrection in Hami and the lightening march

..ol Ma (‘hu_ng-}mg ol Kansu through the Gobi (p. 105). to join the rebels? Did the

s | .. Ndgshbandi school I Sufism, which is notoriously strong in Central Asian - Islam, . -

10 o2 play a role in the_uprising ? Things are too reminiscent of the history of -19th ceptury - = .-

g % .+ Chinese Islam. 10 be just mentioned en passant, without evoking the historical precedents -

~ and seeking to establish the link between past and present. Similarly, the aptecedents

- ol the Islamic Republic of Eastern Turkestan (In Yunnan and Sinkiang: in the 1850's-

~ 18707s) are too strikingly similar to the developments of the 1920's and the 1930°s to

have justified a deeper look and companson between the two episodes. For example,

.. the use by the Chinese authorities of Muslims to quell Muslims (p. 111) had .been

- exactly the stratdgem used by the Ch'ing authorities to bring about the end of Tu
- Wen-hsiu's uprising in Yunnan in 1873. | | |

=- . Another example is the “"marked xenophobia showed by. Muslim rebels™ (p. 111);

"~ “which is nothing new if one consults the missionary reports of the 1860's. and 1870

v in China. during the Muslim uprisings. Mr. Nyman's concluding remarks: “The existing

- source materials vsually deny us admittance into the world of the indigenous national-

ities™ (p. 135). and it is debatable whether. Governor Yang acted out of personal

greed or considered himself a rescuer of the Chinese ultimate suzerainty "(p. 137),

are again examples ol the author’s unfamiharity with some aspects of the Issue at

hand. Source materials in native languages could centainly provide an insight into the

world of the nationalities In question; the understanding of Governor Yang's motives

" could have been made casier had the author been aware, and consulted works on
2 the- T'ung-chih Rostoration in China. of the 1860's and the early 1870's.® where great

3 7 local leaders, like Tseng Kuo-fan and Tso Tsung-t'ang, acted simultarnenusly as Io-.,al
4 . ' potentates and at the same time advocated the. ultimate aim of restoring the declining
Dynasty in which they had a cultural stake. L

i SR | _
In sum. Mr. Nyman's bdok 15 -no doubt ‘a contribution lo our understanding of

- Sinkiang and Central Asia. He broke new paths as far as Wtstcrn_-d_c}cug}cg_;a;inhn_.ts
£ Wk cm'-..:r:rnf‘d and olfered a [resh geo-historical look to the problem.-Howevera more
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THE AMIR YAKOUB KHAN AND EASTERN
TURKISTAN IN MID-NINETEENTH
CENTURY

AT a meeting of the Society on October 31, 1917, with Colonel Sir
Thomas Holdich in the chair, the President, Colonel Sir Henry
Trotter, read the following paper :

In the year 1873, forty-four yeans ago, whilst emploved on Survey
duties in Kattywar, in North-West India, I received a telegram from
my Chief, Colonel Walker, R.E., Superintendent of the Great Trigono-
metrical Survey of India, informing me that the Indian Government
was about to despatch a political mission to the Atalik Ghazi of
Yarkand—would I like to accompany it as geographer? My first act
was to send a reply in the affirmative, and my next proceeding was to
get hold of an atlas to ascertain in what part of Asia Yarkand was to
be found. I now know something more of the geography and history
of Chinese Turkistan thar. { did then, or I would not have ventured
to address you this evening, and, although I shall be dealing with
somewhat ancient history, I hope it may not be unprofitable to attract
your attention for a short hour from the troubles and anxieties atten-
dent on the terrible war now raging in so many parts of the warld.

The mission which left India in 1873 was under the able leader-
ship of the late Sir Douglas Forsyth, a very distinguished Indian
official, and was said by Sir Henry Rawlinson to have been one of
the best equipped that ever left India. |

It was composed of Colonel T. E. Gordon (afterwards General Sir
Thomas Gordon) as second in command : Captain Chapman, R.A., as
Secretary (afterwards General Sir E. F. Chapman) ; Dr. Bellew,
C.S.L; Captain John Biddulph, 19th Hussars (A.D.C. to the Vice-
roy) ; Dr. Stoliczka, of the Indian Geological Survey ; myself, and a
staff of native assistants, amongst whom were Resseldar M. Afzul
Khan, of the 11th Bengal Lancers (afterwards native A.D.C. to the
late King Edward): Nain Singh and Kishen Singh, the famous
pundits and explorers. We had also as escort twenty picked men from
the Frontier Corps of Guides. |

. | o5






