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Foreword

In most surveys of the history of Russia and the Soviet Union, the more than
one hundred non-Russian peoples receive far less attention than their
histories and cultures merit. Moreover, such general works tend to give only
superficial attention to such important topics as the Russian conquest of
foreign nationalities and lands, the development and administration of ethnic
minoritics under Tsarist and Soviet rule, Russia’s role in transmitting both
Russian and West-European ideas and institutions to their own Asian and
non-Slavic groups, and Russia’s character as a melting pot of different ethnic
peoples and cultures.

The Crimean Tatars is the first in a series of volumes that discuss the
history and development of the non-Russian nationalities in the Soviet
Union. The subject of this book is especially appropriate for the opening
volume of the series, because a study of this particular people vividly illus-
trates a number of the problems encountered by Soviet leaders in their at-
tempt to create a multinational society. Except for the Volga Germans, the
Crimean Tatars are the only one of the component nationalities of the USSR
who, having once been granted an autonomous territory, appear to have had
this privilege permanently revoked.

The problems discussed here have parallels which are examined in the
remaining volumes of the series. Since the beginning of the rapid industrial-
ization of the Soviet Union, the requirements of economic development and
political control have transformed the ethnographic map of the Soviet Union
and created in many national autonomous territories situations nearly as
acute as that in the Crimea. Many of the nationality groups have found them-
selves outnumbered and politically displaced by immigrating Great Russians,
Ukrainians, and others. This movement of peoples and its results has called
into question the functioning of the Soviet federal solution and has created
discontented local nationalisms to plague the rulers in the Kremlin.

A new pattern, however, is now emerging. The difference in birth rates
between the dominant Slavs and the non-Russian nationalities is changing
the ethnographic balance more and more in favor of the latter. It appears
possible or even likely that in the relatively near future the Great Russians
will be outnumbered by the other nationalities.

As a result of these dynamics of development the study of the past and
present of the non-Russian nationalities is extremely important. It is also
significant in what it portends for the future. Thus, studies such as the one



Forewogy
presented here, and those that follow, should
a fuller understanding
volumes on seve

provide the Western reader With
of the complexities of Soviet reality. Comparghje
tal other major nationalitics, a total of seventeen, are cur-
rently in preparation. Included are scparate studies of the principal nationg of
Soviet Central Asia, the Caucausus, the Baltic region and the Ukraine, g
well as special Eroups such as the Jews and the Crimean Tatars, Each volume
examines the history of a particular national group in both the Tsarist and
Soviet eras with an emphasis on determining its place in the Soviet federa-
tion as well as its impact on the evolution of Soviet society.

Hoover Institution WAYNE S. VUcCINICH, editor




This volume is the most comprehensive survey of the Crimean Tatars to appear since
V.D. Sirnov's late nineteenth-century account. Professor Fisher presents a detailed
analysis of the culture and history of these people from the mid-fourteenth century to
the present.

The author clarifies and assesses the myriad problems inherent to a multinational
society that comprises more than 100 non-Russian ethnic groups living within the
borders of the Soviet Union. He discusses the resurgence of nationalist sentiment,
the efforts of the Crimean Tatars and others to regain territorial rights lost during
the Stalinist era, and the political impact these movements have on contemporary
Soviet affairs.

Alan W. Fisher is professor of history and Associate Dean of the College of Arts and
Letters at Michigan State University. The history of the Ottoman empire and the Turkic
peoples, especially the Crimean Tatars, has been the primary focus of his studies and
research. Fisher is the author of The Russian Annexation of the Crimea, 1772-1783
(Cambridge University Press, 1970) and has written articles for Slavic Review, Cahiers
du monde russe et sovietique, Jahrbiicher fiir Geschichte Osteuropas, Canadian-
American Slavic Studies, Humaniora Islamica, and Harvard Ukrainian Studies; he is
editor of the Bulletin of the Turkish Studies Association.
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